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ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE

COMMISSIONER OF THE GENERAL LAND OFFICE ·
FOR

THE YEAR 1888.
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•

REPORT.
OF THE

COMMISSIONER OF THE GENERAL LAND OFFICE.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
GENERAL LA.ND OFFICE,

Washington. D. 0., October 4, 1888.
SIR: I have the honor herewith to submit the annual report of the
General Land Office for the fiscal year ended June 30, 1888.
On the 17th day of November, 1887, the resignation of Hon. W. A.
J. Sparks as Commissioner was accepted by the President, and from
that date the duties of administering the affairs of the bureau devolved
upon me as Acting Cominissioner until March 26, 1888, when my ap.
pointment as Commissioner was confirmed by the Senate.
Thus it will be seen that a\lout one-third of the .fiscal year was
included. within the incumbency of my predecessor, and the remainder
covered by my service as Acting Commissioner and Commissioner.
WORK PERFORMED.

During the past .fiscal year ending. June 30, 1888, the General Land
Office patented or otherwise passed title to and conveyed 8,605,194.29
acres of the public domain.
The several States and Territories within the limits of which these
patented lands fall, and the number of acres to each, are respectively as

KL

follows:

Acres.

Alabama-·--··...... .•...
286,776.16
Arkansas ...•.•..... - . - . -. . 2:34, 930. 67
California......... . . . . . . .
172,509.46
Colorado .........• - . . . . .
214, 465. 45
Dakota ... _... _. _.. . . . . . . . 2, 669, 718. 50
Florida ..... -· ......... -··.
133,064.53
lllinois __ ...••... _-·.. .. ...
200. 00
Idaho_--··......... .......
82,720.00
Iowa ...•••....... _........
7,280.00
Indiana.··---·............
"' 160. 00
Kansas ...... ··---· •....... 1,400,235.21
Louisiana.................
160,659. 73
Michigan._................
64,133.01
Minnesota ......... _.......
888,019.57

Acr~s.

M~ssissippi ......... - . - ... .
Missouri .................. .
Montana ................. .
Nebraska ................. .
Nevada ...•............•..
New Mexico .............. .
Ohio ...............••....•
Oregon ..... _•....•..... _..
Utah ... _................. .
Washington .............. .
Wisconsin ...........•.....
Wyqming .••••...••..•.•.•

68,960.00
167,554.9U
107,377.58
563,172.90
83;417.04
40,760.00
320.00
268,024.83
52,640.00
245,096.24
649. 5(il. 92
43;446.50

Total.. ......... _..... 8, 605, 194. 29

AGRICULTURAL PATENTS ISSUED.

Forty-seven thousand one hundred and eighty patents were issued
during the past year for lands classed as agricultural, as against 24,558
for the year previous.
·

•
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These patented lands fall within the following classes of entries, and
within the States and 'ferritories
below named:
\
Patents issued during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1888.

States and Territories.

Alabama . • • . . • . . . . . . . . . . . .
A1'kansas .......•.••... ...
<5r{~ona.. .. . . . . .. . . . . ..••..
C~l~;;d~a.:::::::::::::::.::
Dakota .•..•• ,.............
Florida ................ __ ..
Illinois ........... ___ .. . . .. .. . . .. .. .
Iowa ..... ...... ..........
Incliana . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . .
Iclabo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Kansas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Louisiana . • . • • • . . . . . . . . . . .

631
376
21

:ii

5 . . • . . . . . . ..... .... 1, 117
22 ... . ... .. .... 6 1,014
1~3 .... 420. . ~: 1~
4

20
1

~~ 65~ .. 4. . ... .. ....
4,040 3,073 8,447 439
16
29
30 . . . . . . . . . . • • . .
. .. .. . .. . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . .. .. . . - .. . . .. - - .. .
24 . .....
4 . ... . ... ......
. . . . . . . . . . .. .. ....... . .......... · ·
342
14
68 . . . . . . .
89
3, 352 1, 771
491 . . . . . . . . 552
228
1 ..... . .... .... ......

~\~Ws~t~:::::::::::::::: ],~ii

MM~SSlSSlJ;>'[)l...... ..........
424
1ssoun . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
554
Montaua . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
269
N ebraska ... . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1,409
Nevada . . . . .. ... . . . . ... . .
7
New Mexico .... _.. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .
104
Ohio .. ............... . ..........
7

%~:~::::::::::::::::::::
Washington...............

i~
'748

Wisconsin.................
Wyoming . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . .

184
15

8~

···ioo· 190 ..... ······ ~I

,_

15

215
154
571
11
5
684

!:

1,i~!

5

233 . . . .
986 103
2
120

···ass· ·is· ·ss· ...
35
488
5
4 ....
66

~
83
4
5
1

5
5

1

Total ............... 16,077 -5,-8--35- ·1-2,-4-0-3..j..7_5_4· ·6-2-7 1, 187 344 6,513

,m

.. . 3

7

is··.... 2. ::::
.. ..

35+ .. 5....
2
5
. .. .
78
3
2
7
.... ••••.. 29
261
10 .... . ... · · · · · · ···•··
5
4
· - -- - ·
i9.
39~ ::: : ... . 2..
42
204
169
9
3
9 .. . .
5
·.·.·.·... . . .... ~ ... ~'.~. :::: ... ~.
176

lO . ·.·••.·. ·.·.·.·. ·.••·.•.•.·... ..

3v
41
493

4

9
88
65
1
5
1
2
19
32

i'

18
1 ·· · ·
!~~
5 ... ~~ ..... ~. :::: ' 68
17
2 2 1,000
1 2 ~•
...
~
3
10
.. · ·
o~ . :: . 1 ' 756
43
1
1
· -. · -· ·· · · · ·
44
· ··· ··· ·· · ······
1
517
1
1 l,
5 8, 744
564
985
952
7
367
1
983
655
24
1 3 5009
211
1
··· · · · · · · ·
248
··· · · · ·· · ·
2
. · .. 5•.
·. ·.·.·. 7
1

l,:~t

2 · · · · l, ~~~
:::::: .. i. _263

28- 1,266 2, 129 J7 47 •180

NOTE.-The a'hove table contains 3,144 patents which were written before the 30th of June, 1888 ,
but were not issued until the ~rst part of July, 1888.

MINERAL PATENTS ISSUED.

One thousand and thirty.four mineral and one hundred and fonrteen
coal.land patents were issued during the year, the latter covering coalfields aggregating 15,988.72 acres.
The States and Territories within which these patented entries fall
are given in the table below :
States and Territories.

Coal land.

Acres.

Mineral and
mfil.site.

!l:bk~~.: :: :::: ::::::::: :: :::: :: ::: ::: :::: ::: :::: ::::::::: ~:::::: ::::::::: ::: ::: :::::: :::
!:tfr~~~···· ······ ············ ···················· ·············· ············ ······40:00·
Colorado .: : : :: : : : : : :: :: :: :: : : : : :: : :: : :: : : : ::: : : : : ::: : :: : :: : :: : : : :
Dakota............. . ..............................................

61
3

9,869.17
278.50

Itl!l~:~~::: :::::: :: ::::::::::::::::::::::::: :: :::: :: ::::::::::.........2i ....2: 511: 58.

~
~~~·. ~~
,va!1hi~· --0;; ····.. ··· ······ ····· ····· ····.. · ···· ··· ··· -····· · ··· ·· ··· ··· ···· · · ··· ··· ····· ·

N vada ...... :: ·. :::::·.::::::::: :::::: ::: ::: : : ::: :::: :: :::: :: : :: :: : .•........ .... ~·.
·
r on .•.. ....•. ..... . .. ...•...••..................•..................•.................

Wyornin,

...• :::::::::: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :::::: ::: :::

1~

.... ....................................................

114

1
1
26
95
615
17
29
119
36
38
3
64

1, i~g:: :::: :: :::: ::
l,034
I 15, 988. 72
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RAILROAD LAND P A.TEN'.l'S ISSUED.

Eight hundred and twenty.nine thousand one hundred and sixty.two
and forty.five hundredths acres were patented or certified under the
law to the several States for railroad purposes during the yea-r, as
appears by the following table:
Acres.

States.

Arkansas .....•... ~ .. .. . . .. ... . .. .... .. . .•.. •. .••. .• ... . .. .•••... .. . .••. •. . ... . . ..........
' 280. 00
Iowa... ....... .... .........................................................................
160. 00
Minnesota ..............•...•..•.••....•••...••••.................•... ,...•.•••.........••. *290, 968. 99
Wisconsin . .. . .. ..••.• .•.... .•. . . . .•.... .... •. .•.. .. . . .. . . . . . ... .. ...•••. ••••. .••......... 537,753.46
Total ...•.......•....•.••.........•. : ...•.......................•................. ...

829,162.45

* Patents issued to Northern Pacific Railroad Company.

SW A.MP·LAND PA.TENTS ISSUED.

Ninety.six thousand five hundred and fifteen and nineteen hundredths
acres were patented to the several States under swamp.land grants, as
shown below :
Acres.

States.

Acres.

States.

Alabama ..••••..........•••.••.••••••
Arkansas ... ..........•...............
California, .........•.•.•••......... ...
Florida ........•...........•••..•.....
Illinois .......•..........••... • .......
Iowa .. .................•.......•.. •..
Louisiawt (act of 1849) .......•......•.

999. 22
1,050.67
496. 96
11,627.29
40. 00
80. 00
1,386. 91

Michigan ......•....•.•••............
Minnesota . • . . . . . . . . . .............. .
Missouri. .. •. .......•...•••••........
Oregon ...........••..•..............
"\Viscousin ........................•..

257. 26
65,530.58
9,451.71
1,316.13
4,278.46

Total ........•.......•.........

96,515.19

STATE SELECTIONS APPROVED.

Ninety-nine thousand two hundred and five and forty.two hundredths
acres were approved to the several States during the year on selections
made under educational and internal improvement grants, as shown by
the following table :
States.

public
I agricultural
For
I For
buildings.

For school

Total.

indemnity.
I, colleges.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - ' - - - - -:- - - -- 1- - - - --1 - - - - .Acres.

.Acres.

.Acres.

~~~{f!i::::::::::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: .....~:.~;~:.;;. ·: ~ : :~~~·: ~~: :::: :i.~66i.: ii:
Nevada...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Oregon . . . .. . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . • . • . • . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Total . . . . ............................. .

4,990.22

.Am·es.
3,153.94
], 996. 28
6, 001.

rn

80, 377. 04
7, 670. 97

80,377.04
7., 670. 97

94-, 055. 20

9!i, 205. 42

----------1---160. 00

MISCELLANEOUS PATENTS ISSUED.

Twenty.six· thousand four hundred and two and fifty.one hundredths
aces.. were patented during the year, consisting of private land claims
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donations, Indian claims in severalty, and scrip locations, which
patented lands fall within the States and Territories below nametl:
States and Territories.

~~~~[:J:_·_·::.·::::::::::::::.::::::::

~~~ii:ri::::::: ::::::::::::::::::::::
!:ct~r~it~~------_.-_.-_.~-~-------~.-_-~-~-~~ ~ ~ .-_.-_.-_-~-~-~ ~ ~ ~

Area.

States and Territories.

Kansas .....••.•.•...•.. - ....... -- --.
Nebraska ........................ -·
Alabama .......................... .
Colorado ............. . ... . ..... .... -·

Acres .
1,195.21
3,172. !10
2,256.94
200. 00

Total ....................... --. · ·

20,402.51

.Acres.

8, 818. 56
945. 63
477. 24
823. 28
2,397.73
959. 27
5,155.75

Area.

Thus in small compass is given the net result, in acres only, of the
work finally disposed of by this bureau during the last fiscal year.
The time and labor expended on cases which did not reach the final
stage of patenting and on the general routine business of the office, iu
the supervision of the work done in the local offices, the direction of
the speciai agent force, the examination and decision of contest proceedings, the projection and examination of. surveys, the adjustment of
repayment claims, the auditing of all accounts connected with the puulic land service, the year's correspondence, receiving, distributing,,a 11 d
filing the constantly increasing number of land entries and filings made
during the year, can not be dwelt upon at length under this head, but
will fully appear in the reports of the several divisions having charge
of the different branches of business in this bureau.
Enough has been shown, however, by way of results accomplished,
viz, the ca-reful examination and patentin·g of land entries iuvolviug
over 8,500,000 acres, to warrant me in saying that, considering the inadequate force employed, the General Land Office has made gratifying
progress during the past year in disposing of the enormous accumulations of business.
In support of my opinion as to the satisfactory results of the year's
work, a critical examination of the reports furnished by the respective
divisions of this bureau is invited.
The statistical information furnished touching the amount of public
land sold, entered, and selected under the various land laws, togetlrnr
with the comparisons made with the business of other years, is useful
and instructive. Likewise is the statement touching the cash receipts
from the sale and disposition of the different classes of the public lands
during the year, which shows the gross receipts from all sources to be
$13,547,137.42, exceeding the receipts of 1887 by $1,253,961.75, and
those of 1886 by 4,501,688.83, and likewise being in excess of tbe receipts for any year ince 1836.
BUSINESS REMA.IN! G UNDISPOS-ED OF jUNE

30, 1888.

aving thu far only called your attention to work done during the
la t fi cal Y r, a. h wn y th number of acres of public lands pat·
n d nd b rwi~ <li
f, it bee me my duty to invite your
r ti n f th foll wing carefully prepared tatement,
xa · · ndition of the accumulated ma of bu ine s re-

I
PUBLIC LANDS.

maining undisposed of in this office at the end of the past fiscal year ;
and feeling the absolute necessity for accurate information touching
.
the 'amount of business delayed because of insufficient force to take it
up and act on it, I have caused a thorough examination to be made of
all the unfinished. business, by classes, and have obtained the number of
entries on hand of each class verified by actual count.
You may therefore rest assured that the figures and facts here given,
which were obtained after much care and labor, are correct. I therefore
bespeak for them candid and careful consideration, to the end that the
real cause of delay in the disposition of the public land business may
be known and appreciated, and, I trust, remedied by an increase of force
in this bureau somewhat adequate to the constant increase of business.
The business still pending undisposed of in the General Land Office
may be best considered under three heads or classes, viz: (1) Final
entries. (2) Original entries. (3) Miscellaneous claims and selections.
o'f the first class there were pending on the 30th of June, 1888, 238,156
entries.
It is needless for me to say that in this class of entries the claimants
have presumably complied with the law by payment of the government
price for the land or by settlement, residence, and improvement, or
both ; and having made final proof of their compliance, ~heir entries are
now being held in t!Je Land Office until they can, be reacll.ed for examination in the order of receipt in this office, and when found correct will
be passed to patent.
Under the improved methods of examination now in force, which will
be noticed in another part of this report, it is my expectation that
this office will, with the present force, finally dispose of 75,000 of these
cases during the present year; yet there will remain 163,156 cases, or
more than two-thirds of the whole number, untouched at the end of the
year; and if the number of final entries this year equals that of last year,
which was 70,468,* at the end of this fiscal year, June 30; 1889, there will
still remain of final entries at least 233,624 undisposed of.
The following table gives accurate information of the number of the
different classes of final entries pending on June 30, 1888, and the
States and Territories in which they are found, from which it appears
that the single State of Kansas has 75,038, Nebraska, 24,337, and the
Territory of Dakota, 37,493.
It would not be possible for this office to do more than dispose of the
Kani:;as final entries ~ow awaiting final action in one year.
It will be further observed from this table that there are 45,375
final homestead entries awaiting examination, in which class of entries
the homesteader is required by law to show five years' residence on his
homestead before he can submit his case to this office or demand a
patent for his land; hence the delay suffered by this class of entrymen
is the more grievous.
* For table giving number, acreage, and cash receipts from the different classes of
final entries made during the past year see page 14.

8

REPORT OF ·THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.
Final ent,ries, by classes, for each State and Tet·ritory,

States and Territories.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - · Alabama. . ........................................
3,885
1
396
112
3,118
Ala1:1ka ........................................................................... ..... ......... ··· ·
Arizona .......... . .... . ............... ~ . . . . . . . . . .
122
24
60
372
1, 838
Arkansas........................................ .
4,988
19
91
95
187
California.................................. . ..... .
2,080
143
1,241
6,008
98
Colorado. . ................................... .. ...
919
68
896
8, 761
Dakota ........................... ; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
9, 333
60
4, 524
22,803
394

5~~

m
30

17, Sf~

!E~~f~<::::::::::)::::::::::::::::::< fill ,:: i~
\i!_~:~'.'\'.)\::::::::::::::::::::::;):::: ~i 1! lli

3,880
1,757
1,703
1,780
276

1, 565
13,304

rA~~:~.::::::
::: ::::::::::: :: ::::::: :::: :: ::::::: :
Iowa........................................ .. ....
~~~fj!~;:::: :: ::::::::::: :: :::::::: :::: :: ::: :: :::
Montana.... : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Nebraska............. . ...........................

:;~sbiu~ton ....................... : . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

w~si~!t:.::::: ::::::: ::: ·::: ::: ::: :::::::: ::::::

1
•
4,

gi~50

3

m......~~.

444
5,103

1,
1, 339

~~~

~i
13

2
5

2
32

9,

102
4,551

123

2;~

~!

88

Total .................................. . ... . --~ 375 --807

1.

•· ,~

11

, 104
59

i: !!l
s26 ·······as·
2, ~
l, 550
6
837

2i, 461 ~ 396 W,790

9

PUBLIC LANDS.
pending in General Land Offi~e June 30, 1888.
i:l

,g ~
.s

i:lo

~..<:l

+a

000

P"'

'a~

'1:l~

~

0
....+a.

Cl)

~

...

+a
Q

ct)

~

'O

'd

"5

i:l

§
~r,;
F,,..· .... i::I

..... 0

c93~ ......

~ Cl.l+a

~

+a
......

i:l

~

ai

.......

,o+a

Q.)

0

a,

s

a:,

<!)

Cl)

A

... i:l

~

p

~e

~

0

Q.)

i:l

oe

J:l p

~
Q

~

~

s

l - - - - l - - - --l- - - - l - - - - 1 - - - - - j - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

226

1,971

20

............

9

2 ••••••····
5

::: : :: : :: : :::: :: :: : ::: : :: :: :: ...... i 70. :::: :::::: ....... 49. ........ 2. .. . .. . . .. .
9
8

163
4
4
582
39
2, 665
127
................... .
160
................... .
. • . . . . . . • . . ....•••••
. . • . . .. . . . . ........ .
................... .
.............. ---····--·

4 .................... ·••••• ..•.
7
3, 846
48
47
15 '
306
11
2 . .. .. .. • • .
442
115
39
35
1 . .. • . . .. • .
526
45
41
266
415 ...... .... ..••.• .... ..........
1,112
.. . •. . . . . .
13
4
........ 2................. . i1.• . ••. • . 282
. .. . . •• • •. . . • .
92
3
55
1 .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. •.
726
*42, 151
39
533
229 . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . • • . •
23
11
14
44
302 .•••••.... .•••••..•. ..........
12
. . .......... .............. .
75 ............. ...............
195
30
5
343
1 . ......... .......... .••.......
]6 .................. ..
3
878 . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . • . . . . . . . . . • . • • • • • • . . . .
4 . . . . . . . . . . . ........ .
2 ..•••• .. .
4
612 ... .... .•.
72
5
23
513
5
15 ................... -·
810
517 ................... .
.......... . .....••.. .•••••....
83 ·•·•••··•· ..•. ...... .••..•.••. ....•...•.
135
50 . . . • . . . . . .
13
189
. • •• • • . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . • • • . • . .
103
1 . . . . .. . . ..
1
97
241
108
4 ..: .. . . .. .
37
•. •• . • . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . ••• • . . . . .
205
9 .. . •. • . •. •
25
412
2 .......... ..........
29
1,000
111
14
32
20
11
15
24 ......... ·••··•·•·· ...........•••••.....••.......
19
837 .. . • . • . . . .
10
1
44
35
473

2, ]97

6,247

l, 171

2,727

5,087

3,284

44,109

]82

5, 047

9,740
5

962
9,252
14,515
14,016
37,493
4,782
2,174
217
75,038
5,492
3, ~39

8,032
3,335
2,206
3,344
24,337
257
3,053
4,717
1, 6fJ7
5, 807
2,313
2,223
238, 156

* Includes 40,200 ~ntries on "Osage Trust, and Diminished Reserve" Indian lands, in a large number
of which final payments have not yet been made.

/
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ORIGINAL ENTRIES PENDING.

Of the second class· of business pending, viz, original entries~ there
were on harid on the 30tb of June, 1888, 350,953.
These are composed of':
Original homesteads···--·-----··--······-·· ____ ••.•••••.••••.• ••••... .... 217,640
Original timber cultures ...••.•••• --···-···· •.••.•••••...•.• "..... -··· ..... 126,530
Original desert entries--·· .......•.•••.••••....•..•••..••. ·-·· ..••••. . ··-· 6,718
Mineral applications .•.••••• _...•.• _.••••..•••• _. . • • • . . • • . . . • . . . . . . • . . . . . .
65
Total ....... ___ •.•••••.... __ ..... _..••••. __ •.....•• : .......•.. _.. . . . 350, 953

It will b~ noticed that the above class of entries outnumbe1· the
final entries by 112,797 ; and while representing only inchoate rights
under the several land laws, yet they segregate the land covered
~~

-

.

.

In addition to the work of posting them on the tract.books, much
additional labor is involved in the decision bv this office of contests
against these entries, instituted for abandon~ent and various other
charges of non-compliance with law on the part of those who made
them.
So these entries, from the time they reach this office until they ripen
into final or completed entries under the various laws which govern
them, are the source of much labor to this office.
During the past fiscal year the number of original entries made and
forwarded to this office is as follows :
Homesteads ..•••.....•.. _.••...•••..••••..••• _. __ ....•• _. _•• __ .....•.•.•... 46, 2:3~
'l'imber cultures .• ~ •••••••..• _•..• _••••••• _•••••.•.•.•••..• _ ........•••...•. 24, 47
Desert entries_ .... _. _. _.•. __ ...•• __ . _.•• ___ . _. ___ . ____ . ___ . _. _... __ .... - . - . 1,
Mineral applications . _. _•••• , .•• _•.•.••.• __ . _•.••..••..•.•.•.....•.. _.. . . . . 1, 38

76i

Total . _.... _. _.. _•• _. _. _... __ . _. ..•• ..•• _•• _____ .• _..• _.••.•••••.. _• . . 73, 854

Duriv.g the same period final proof was made on the above classes of
original entries as follows:

t~f~:;f~~itt~!::i::;;~i;~~!iii\~~:\\\i!!\;;\i~!i\:!::\~;;;~:~\:;\~~\\\:\\

~:m

Total ....... __ • _.. __ . __ . _•. __ . ____ .. ____ .. ___ •.. ____ ..• _• _..• _• _. . . . . 25, 377

The following table shows the number of original entries, by classes,
on which final proof has not been made, still pending in this office on
June 30, 1888, and the several States and Territories in which they are
found. From thi table it will be seen that the States and Territories
having th large t number, re pectively, of original entries are: Dakota,
65, 3: Kansas, 49,687; Nebra ka, 49,630:
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Original entries, by classes, for each State and Territory pending in the General Land Office
.
June 30_, 1888.

States and Territories.

Homestead.

Timber
culture.

Number. Number.

Number.
Alabama......... .........................
Arizona .... . .............. ............•... •
Ar1rnnsas.... ..•• .• . .. • .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .
California.................................
Colorado . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Dakota . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Florida. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Idaho .. . . .. . . ...... .. .... .. .•... ....... .. .
Iowa......................................
Indiana....................................
Kansas....................................
Louisiana . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Siif~~;;;: i~~~)~~:: :; ~~: ~:: : : : ~::

Mineral
Desert. applications.*

12, 386~57

Number.

Number.

552
642 .•.•....•.....
24
3,604
1, 179
19
20,755 .•.... ... .
27
35,199
28 ·•···· .....••.

14, 587
13, 089
12, 806
29, 828

7, 264

3

3,119
839
1
27, 126
6, 822

], 680
405

935 .......••...•.

22,561 ···•·• ..•......••.......
- 317 ...•••.... ···•••· .•.....

:I:!ii ·------- -- -·-------· ------·--·----

3,891 .......••. ·•••••··•···•·

Montana . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . .
Nebraska.................................
Nevada....................................
New Mexico . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Ohio.......................................
Oreg.on . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Utah......................................

2,126
24,875
229
1, 795

Total................................

217,640

1

6, 850
5,226

Total.

], 520
814
424,755 ...•.. ... . .......•..•..
30
20
3
729
416
1

····s,·si2· ······209 ············s·
796

1,073

6

126,530

6, 718

65

;rs~~~:!~~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::
~: m 3,2,_02_8
86: ....... ~~ ....... .. .... ~.
Wyoming ................................... _ _ __::__23_6 _ _
__
1,_336 ............. .

12,357
2,059
14,611
17,891
33,588
65,055
7,267
5,734
1,244
1
49,687
7,139
3,396
16,031
5,969
10,491
4,464
49,630
282
2,941
1
10,874
7, lul
13,203
5,337
4,600
350,953

* Several thousand applicatiom1 remain in the various local land offices, and are not here accounted
for. No time being fixed by law in which the claimants are required to make final proof, in the ab·
sence of contest they are not considered by this office until perfected by final entry.
MISCELLANEOUS SELECTIONS AND CLAIMS PENDING.
RAILROADS.

Rafi.road selections aggregating 25,429,866.11 acres were pending un. ,
adjusted and undisposed of at the end of the fiscal year June 30, 1888.
SW AMP LANDS.

Seven hundred and eighty.one thousand eight hundred and fifty.seven
and fifty.nine hundredths ac~es, embraced in State selections under
the swamp.land grants, were pending undisposed of at the end of the
fiscal year.
EDUCATIONAL AND IN'.I.'ERNAL I~ROVEMENTS.

One million eight hundred and fifty thousand acres, embraced in
State selections for educational and internal improvement purposes,
remained undisposed of at the end of the fiscal year.
For the status of private claims reference is made to that part of this
report particularly treating of that subject.
FILINGS.

No information can be given as to the number of filings pending in ,
this office or of the acreage covered thereby.
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The l3!nd filing is simply a declaration of intention on the part of the
person making it that he or she claims the right to hold a particular
tract of land and comply ~ith the law governing its disposition, with a
view of purchasing it or otherwise acquiring title thereto, but this
declaration does not effect a segregation of the land. It is, when reported, properly posted on the tract-books of this office_, and has no
other force or effect than a formal notice of priority of righ t between
parties until merged into a final entry by proof of compliance with law
and payment _o f the Government price for the land.
And inasmuch, too, as there are often many filings on the same tract,
it would serve no useful purpose to compute them.
Twenty-eight thousand three hundred and sixty-three filings were
merged into final entries last year by final proof and payoient, and are, in
classes, as follows:
Pre-emption .. _• _..•..••.•.•••...•••••••••.•••••••.•••••.• •••...•••...•. - .
Coal .......•.............. _. __ ••.... ___ .•• _•• _. _.••• _.•......•. ..•••.. -. . .
Timber and stone . _••••..••.•... _••••••••.• _... • • . • . . . • • • • • . . . . . • . • • . • .
Indian laud .... _... _.....•• _..•••..... _••.. __ .' ...... . . . . • • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

23, 151
152
2, 420
2, 640

Total .. ~ - ... - •• - . .... - . - .... -.... - •... - - ..••.. - . - - .... - . . . . . . . . . . . . .

28, 363

For table showing number, acreage, and cash receipts for final entries
made on different filings during the past, year, see page 14.
Thus I have brought to your attention in the short space I am able
to devote to this part of my report the two .i mportant subjects, viz:
(1) The business disposed of during the year.
(2) The business still pending on June 30, 1888.
On the first point, as I before stated, in my opinion, the General
Land Office made considerable progress last year in the work before it.
On the second I invite your eamest consideration and that of Congress, with the hope tha,t additional facilities will be afforded for the
early and proper disposition of the delayed business now pending.
My particular recommendation in this behalf will be found under
the proper head in another part of this report.
DISPOSALS AND RECEIPTS.

The sales, entries, and selections of public lands under the various
acts of Congress relating thereto made during past fiscal year embrace
24,160,784.82 acres, and of Indian lands 325,049.09 acres, making a total
of 24,4:85,833.91* acres; being a decrease of 1,372,204.22 acres as compared with the ti cal year 1887, and an increase of 2,361,269.99 acres
ov r the ti.seal year 1886.
The receipts from the di posals of public lands are $12,701,072;
from al of Indian land , 21,113.77-a total of $13,522,185.77; being
a incr a. as mpare with the ft cal year 1887 of $1,253,~61.75, and
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an increase of $4,501,688.83 as compared with the fiscal year 1886, to
which is to be added $13,320.65 received on account of timber depredations arid $11,631 received for certified copies of records furnished by
the General Land Office, making the total receipts for the year from all
sources $13,547,137.42, exceeding the receipts for any year since 1836.
For particular information as to all entries, final and original, and
selections of the public lands, made during the last fiscal year, together
with cash receipts and fe~s for each class, your attentfon is called to
the ~able on pa,ges 14 and 15:
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Numbm· and class of final and orig nal ent1·ies and selections rnade during the year ending
with year ending
Cash receipts.
Class of entry.

No. of
· entries.

No. of acres.
Sales. ·

Fees and commissions.

FI.l'IAL ENTRIES.
I

Public sale ......•••••. ••..... ••••••.••••..

9

li:i~~!~i:i~-~~-:-::::::·:·:·:·:·:·: :::::::: :::

1,318
23,151
2,420
1;:;2
1,314

Coal. ... __ ..••.• _•.••••• _ ••••••.••.....• __ _
Mineral . . . . • . . • . . • .•••..•..••..••...•....
Town-sites .••.•...•..•••..•..•.•.•••..••..
Town lots . ...........••.......••••••.••••.
Abandoned milit:1ry-reservations ...••..••.
Indian lands ..•..••••••.. : .....••..••.....
Desert lands .•.......••.. __ .....•••.••...
-Commuted homesteads ....•.. ---- · · .•••• : .
Act June 15, 1880 ..........' ...... ---· .• •• ..
Military bounty-land warrants .•....••••..
Agricultural college scrip ....••••••.......
Private land scrip .. _... _..•.•...•...••••••
Supreme court scrip .••••••.. _•...••..•••..
Valentine scrip ... . : ...•...••.•.••..•.•..
Sioux half-breed scrip .••..•••••.•••••••••
Donat,i on claims .. . .... / ..............••••.
Indian allotments ....., . _...•.•....•... _...
Homesteads (final) ..... __ ...•••••••.......
'Ximber cultures (final) ...•••••..•.••.......

5

648
12
2,640
621
14,057
151
198

$11,524, 87
1, 942, 412. 15
4, 611, 461. 11
854,933.69
342,849.40
117,996.85
816.38
35,601.91
1,509.40
821,113.77
· 185, 454. 19
2, 854, 905. 41

448. 85
1,457,500.56
3, 463, 306. 65
341,968. 61
21,646.95
31,734.56
653.10

. --..... --. . - .....
~

11
22,413
984

646. 88
325,049.09
185,148.43
2, 137, 988. 82
14,588.98
19,985.00 .. _... ~~·- ~~~: '.~. -.... --.$637: 00.
16. 00
480.00
41. 00
24,308.09
4, 00
519. 84
3, 00
113. 75
919. 75
1,752.86 '. :: : :: :: :::::::: ---- ... --"55:00·
1,585.00
3, 175, 400. 64 :: : : : : : : : : : : :: : : --•· ·1o!i," rn9. 10
3, 936. 00
134,416.12 . __ ..... _... ___ .

70, 468

11, 340, 162. ~3

11, 798,931.89 1==1==1=3,=8=91=·=70=\

24,472
1,764
46, 236
7

3,735,305.10
572,656.08
6, 676, 615. 93
1,092.90

··· -·i!iii," osii: 1i·
·----····· ······ ·· ···680,"42il:ii2"

12,479

10,985,670.01 \

4

339
5
3

7
6

ORIGINAL ENTRIES.

Til)'.lberculture ·--· ---- -- ---~-- ---·-······
Desert land .•.......• __ .........••. . ••••••
Homesteads............ • • • • . • . • • • • • . . • • • . .
Homesteads, Indian . ......................

334,719. 00

- - - -l- - - - - - - - - - 1-------:-:-1
1

196,033. n

1,015,148.92

RAILROAD AND Sl'ATE SELECTIONS,

Railroad .....•• __ • . . . • . • • • • • • . . • • • • •

6, 525, 300. 09 . . . . . • • • • . • • • • . •

81, 588. 03

\i;;!i!~~~~~~~t~:::::::::::::::::~~)~ ~ ~ ~)) ~ JU~Ui ::::::::::::::::.-.-... ~)3Ui
- - - ~ O O , S f i l . 9 1 ~ = ~ - -87,684.23

===
RECAPITULATION BY TOTALS.

FiJ;laI entries_. . . . . • • • • • • . • • . . • • . . . • . • • . • • • .

70, 468
Ongmal entnes .••..•....•....•••... _....
72, 479
Railroad and State selections .....•... _.•.• . .... _....
AggTegate .••.•.•.....•........... _.

142, 94~

11, 340, 162. 53
11, 798, 931. 89
113, 891. 70
10, 985, 670. 01
196,033. 71
1, 015, 148, 92
7, 790, 8'>1. 91 .••. _··_·_··_·_··_·_·---~---8_7_,6_8_4._23
1, 216, 724. 85
30,116,684.45
11,994,965.60
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June 30, 1888; also amount of cash receipts for sa~e, and increase or decrease as compa,red
J unj 30, 1887.
Deorea¥ as compared with 1887.

Increase as compared with 1887.
No. of
entries.

No. of acres.

5

Cash sales.

Fees and
commissions.

No. of
entries.

No. of acres.

277.47 ·••·••··•••••• ............ .••....... .•••. .•...•.••
7, 247
66,046. 21

Cash sa,les.

Fees and
commissions.

$8,865.45. ·•·····•••·•
40, 368. 75 ••••••......

····i;i4s· ···290:s94.-s5· ··i4i4,.5si:ss· :::::::::::: ................................................. .
1,765
68

261,346.42
10,185.37
4, 069. 65
2i3. 21

1

653,373.17
175,133.10
14, 960. 40
316, 51

.•.•.. ..•. •..••. . ..• - ..•••.•..•••• • • · · ••. • · · · • · · · ·
.•••• •.••.••.••.••.•...••••• •. .•.. • • .••• • •. • · • - · • ·
. •• • • • . • • . • •
11 .•.• •••. . - • - ••.•••••...•....
.•..••.•••...••....••..••••••..• - • -•...••.....•. • •

•• · • · · · · · · · ·
· •• • · · · · · · · ·
· • • ·• · · · · · · ·
· •- · • • · · · · · ·

...... ~~~- :::::::::::::: .... :~·.~~::~~. :::::::::::: ····· ··2i· ·······isi:2r ···--i;s20:s2· :::: ::::::::
.•• . . • . . . . . •. • . • • . . •• • . . . • . • . . . . . •• • • . . . • . . .• . . . ••

········•• >--•• ·· ··· ········ ······· ···············

2,555
162

421,588.20
61,588.03

663,188.53 •••••• . • . ...
61,311.42 .••..... . ...

.... ~:~~~- ...~~~·.='.: ~~....~~~·.~:=:~. :::::::::::: ···--·i10· ····2i;<>oa:s1· ····so:41i5s· ::::::::::::
14
4
325

1, 209. 73 . • • • • • . • . . . . . .
480. 00 . • • . . . . . . • . . . .
22, 308. 13 . • . . . . . . . . . . • .

$55. 00 .... . .... . .••.. •... ...•.. · ...... , ... • · . • • ........ .
16. 00 . . . • . . . • . . . • • • • • . . . . . . • . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . •..........
1. 00 . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • • . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . • . • • . . ••.........
. • • • • • . . • . • • • • • • . . . . • • . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . •• • • • • . . . . . .
7
380. 16 . . . • . • . . . . . . . .
$20. 00

=~::~. ::::::::::::::........~·. ~~

........ 5. .... ... 679." 75. :::: :: :::: :: :: ::: : : : :::: :: ........ ~ . ....... ·
1
11
2,547

304. 13
1, 585. 00
426,363.16
.•. •. . . . . •. . . .

10, 018

1, 615, 429. 32

. •• . . . . . . . . • . .
10. 00 ...........•••••...•.••...•......•....... . ........
. . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • • • • • . . . . . . • . . . . . . • . . . . . . .. . .•.........
·•·······•••·· 13,145.84 .......... ·••······••••• ..•......•.... ·•••········
. . .•. •. . . . . . . . .. . . .. ... . . .
495
70, 203. 50 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1, 976. 00
2, 094, 261. 68

13, 227. 84

10,669

641,619.93

3,255
478
5,792

489,092.73
178,358.01
917,734.23

806,028.00

1,997.00

=====l=====~===--=-1=--------_-_____
_
42,498.00
70,964.89

1,092.90
1,092. 90

8, 251. 44 . . • • • . .. . • . .

-~=~=,-,l--·-

- - - -1

9, 525

1, 585, 184. 97 . . • • . • . . .. . . . .

113, 462. 80

=====l======l::=====l===.::::=a::::=:
I

.............:~~·.=~~:'.~. :::::::~:::::: .. ~~~~~·.~: . :::::::::: '""ii11,"021i·1i· ·::::::::::::: ::::::::: :::

. . . . •. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . •. . . . . . . •. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
2, 981. 52 . • . . . . . . . . . . . .
21. 23
102, 055. 09 . . . . . • . . . • • • • .
1, 741. 31 ..... .. .. .. ..... ... . ..... •••.• . :-:: ......•••••••....
. • . • • . . . . . 1, 055, 547. 85 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

13, 686. 63 . . . . . . . . . .

880, 011. 23 ... .... ..... . .

10,918
7

1, 615, 429. 32
1,092.90
1,055,547.85

13,227.84

.....................

·----·----·
13,686. 6a

10,669
9,525

641,619.93
1, 585, 184. 97
880,011.23

10, 925-

2, 672, 070. 07

2, 102, 513. 12

26,914.47

20,194

3, 106, 816. 13

2, 09-', 261. 68
~. 251. 44

21. 23

806,028.00

1,997.00
113,462.89
21. 23

806,028.00

115,481.12

..................
. . . .............
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MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS.

The foregoing table does not contain the items below enumerated, viz:
6,468 excess payments, covering 16,692.45 acres; cash received therefor .. $27,301.52
One competitive bid . ........•...... _.................. •• . . . • • • . . . • . . . .
207. 00
Rent of lots ...•...........•........•..•.••.... _........ . . . . . . . . . . . • • • . .
1,711.60
49,884 miscellaneous filings ......•...•....•.... _.•.................... _. 158,445.00
Receipts from timber depredations....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13,320.65
Receipts from fees for transcripts of records.:. __ •• . . . • • . . . . • • . . . . . • . . . . . . 11, 631:oo
For reducing testimony to writing .....• _..... _. _...... __ . . . . . . . . • . . . • • . 122,830.20
'f otal ............. _................ ..•.••... ••.•.. ___ •... ___ . . • . . 335, 446. 97
FILINGS.

In addition to the foregoing, and· not included in the total areas of
current sales, entries, and selections, are pre.emption, homestead, and
miscellaneous filings; viz:
Number.

Pre-emptionfilings ......•••...••.••••••..••••.• ~ .........•.......••.......
Soldiers' declarator:y statements .....•.•..•.••....••..•.....••••.... ·~·. : . ..
Filings upon Indian lands..................................................
Min~ral applications ...................•........ . __ ........•...............
Coal-land filings ..............••....••....••••..•• ••...••.....••.....•.•...
Timber and ,stone land filings ....•.....•••••••••...•.•••••.•••••...••..••••.
~iscellaneous :filings.........••• ·• •.•••••.•••••.•.••...•••...................

41,411
1, 154
1,010
1,382
1,673
2,430
824

Total ... '" ........ - - .. - - ..•...... - - ....•. - .. -.....• - - •....• - • - • -- - . -. - 49, 884

. The area of land embraced in the above filings not yet entered aggre·
gates 6,787,000 acres.
CASH RECEIPTS.
From cash sales ...........••••..... ········~··· .......•.•......... *$11,203.071.95
Fro1n homestead fees and commissions...... . . . . . . . • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . .
· 789, 629. 62
From tim her.culture fees and commissions...... . • • • • . . • . • . . . . . . • • .
338, ~~~: ~~
From military bounty.land warrant locations ..•••....•.... ·•··••·•
_
67 00
From fees on scrip . locations ....................•••....• - .• -.....•.
From fees on pre-emption and other :filings ....... _.. . . . • • . . . . . • • • . .
158, 442. 00
From fees for reducing testimony to writing, etc ...••........•.• - • 122,
From fees on donation claims .........•.........................•.•
From fees on State selections ... _.....•.... __ •..... _. . . . . . . • • • . • •• •
6, 096. 20
From fees on railroad selections ... __ .... _...• _••..••• _. . . • • • . • • . • • .
81, 5tl8. 03

sii: ii

Total receipts from public lands ....•...•.•..•• __ .•.•••....•.
12,701,072. 00
ReceiptR from disposal of Indian lands ......... _•••. __ •••.•. __ .....
821, 113. 77
Receipts from timber depredations.................................
13,320.65
Receipts from fees for transcripts of records furnished •.••••.••..... _ _ _11_,6_3_1._oo
Total ... _....•••.•••.... _•....... __ ..... __ •
ACCOUNTS.

_..• ___ •• • • . • .

13, 547, 137. _42

Four thousand eight hundred and seven accounts were examined,
audited, and adjusted, covering $16,319,090.19; a decrease of 722 accounts and an increase of $2,109,111.23 as compared with the previous
year.
The adjusted accounts em brace receipts amounting to $14,629,952.61
and disbursements to the amount of $1,689,137.58.
CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT.

The amount deposited for surveys under the individual deposit syigtem wa 6 ,578.50.
There wer al depo it made by railroad ~ompanies to reimburse
th
t t the
t of urv y of lands elected by them amount17. t' •
fraction ove1· 1.35 ~er acre.
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REP .A.YMENTS.

Six hundred and fourteen repayment claims for lands erroneously
sold, amounting to $56,747.47, were adjusted and approved.
Eighty accounts for reimbursement under the act of March 3, 1887,
amounting to $30,759.42, were adjusted and allowed.
ST.A.TE FUND .A.CCOUN'.1.'S.

The amount reported to the First Comptroller as accruing to the several States entitled by acts of admission iuto the Union to 5 per cent.
of tlie net proceeds of sales of the public lands is $326,168.35.
LANDS RESTORED TO PUBLIC DOMAIN.

In the annual report of 1887 my predecessor made a statement of the .
amount of lands restored to the public domain from prior appropriations
of various kinds during the present adminiatration by executive and
congressional action. (See report of 1887, p. 113.) This statement
omitted some important items 1 having been hastily prepared. For this
reaRon I have prepared a corrected statement for this report, bringing
the work down to the end of the fiscal year 1888. The detailed statement will be found in the Appendix A, to be added with _o ther statistical
matter. Herewith I give a recapitulation of tl.ie table as follows:
Quantity of land actually resto1'ecl to the public domain, and of land recommended Jm· 1·ecovery by the action of the General Land Office and Secrttary of the Interior, froni March
4, 18~5, to J1uie 30, 1 88.
Description.

Acreage.

LANDS ACTUAL[.1' RESTORED TO THE PUBLIC DOMAIN.

Lands in granted railroad limits restored ............... ...•••.... ..• .••.. .•. ........ .
Forfeiturel:l of railroad gmnte under actl:l of Congress ....... . ... ........ .......... .. .
Railroad iuderunity lacds restored .............. . ................ ...... ..... ........ .
Private land claims-withdrawn lands restored ...... ....... ................ .... ...•..
Entries under pre-em"(ltion, Lomestead, timber-culture, desert, mineral, and timberland laws canceled m regular course of examination and proceedings in General
Land Office for abandonment, illegality, and other causes ........,. ............... .. .
Invalid State selections (internal improvements and swamp) .....•...................
Total actually r estored to tlie public domain and opened to entry and settlement

Acres.
2,108,417.33
*28, 253, :!47. 00
21, 323, 600, 00
759,563.85
t29, 729,761.48
984, :no. 85
83, 158, 900. 51

RECOVEltY OF LANDS RECOMMENDED.

Lands within railroad grants recommended for recovery:
Recovery of land recommended and pending for review of Secretary ........ . ... .
~e~overy of land r~c?rnmendcd and pe~ding on appeal before the Secretary ..... .
Smts recommended for tlie reco,ery of land ................................. . ... .
p iv!f~lli:j ~~~r::~rcs uncter bills now before Congress . ... .... ...... _............. .

12,300.00
1,500,000.00
818,687.18
t!i4, 323, 996. 00

Recommendations to Congress to reject claims heretofore favorablv reported . . . .
Resurveys ordered reducing area of claims .......... .. ........... ~ .. . ........... .
Suits recommended to vacate patents . ... . . . .... .............................. .
Lands forfeited in Oregon and recommended for recovery under grants for military
wagon-roads ...................................................................... .

4, 732, 480. 15
629,500.00
635,255.00

Total recommended for recovery ........•....•.•••.......••.....................

65, 020, 538. 33

Grand total actually restored to·the pn blic domain and recommended for recovery.

148, 179, 528. 84

2, 368, 320. 00

* S_everal of the 3:cts decla1·ing these forfeiturel:l were pas!led in 1885, prior to March 4, but the ex•
ecu,tF~ ~rdcl'S_ ruakmg the actual restorations were issued since that dat(t.
t l his item mcludes 4,500,390 ac1·e1:J from which unlawful inclosurcs were removed thus opening
the lau,ls to settlement.
'
+Under the bill which recentl_.y pass~~ the Senate the quantity of land forfeited will equal 5,627,436
acres, but the aggregate quantity forfeited under the bills of t,be two houses, if adopted, will equal
M, 323, 996 ncres, , s above.

INT 88-vo~ J_,,...,..2
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SURVEYS OF THE PUBLIC LANDS.
During the fiscal year surveys have been accepted after an examination-in the field and careful inspection of the returns in this office as
follows:
.Acres.

California .•••••••.••.••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••
Colorado .•••••••••••.••••..• __ •..••••..• __ ••.•••••• ___ ••• ____ •.•.••
Dakota .••••....•••••••••••••••• ··---· .•••••.••••.••••.••.••.••••.•.
Florida .••••........••••.. •...•.•....•.•. .• ••••.••••..••••..•• - - - •• Idaho •...•.•.••..•••••..••..........•.•.•••••.•••••.••••...•••.••..
Illinois ••••••..•.. : .•••••.•.••..•....•••..••••••••••••.••.•.•..•.••.
Kansas • . . • • • • . • • • • • • . . . • • • ...•..•••••••....••••.••••...•••••••••••.
Minnesota .••••....•.•••••.......•..•...••.•-• • • • . • • • • • • -- - -- - - - - - - -Missouri ••.•..••....•..••.•...•...•..••.......••..•• - • - - ••• - - - - - - - -Montana ..••••... _.••...........·. ~ .•...•....••••..••.. - - - •• - •• - - - -- • Nevada . .- ......•....••••.•••....••..•••.••....•••.••••.••••..•.•• - • New Mexico •..•.........•••..••...... ; ..._.....•...••••.•••••..•••..
Oregon ..••..•••..••......•..•..•• ~ •••.•...•...•••....•••...••.• -•. Utah ...••..•••••••••..•...•••••...••••.•.•••.••••.•••••••••••••• -..

:;Wyoming
r:~J!!~.••..••••.....•••..••••.•..•.•••.•.•••.•.••...••••.•••••••.
~. :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~ ::::~ :

30,280.63
239,445.69
773,574.52
116,155.79
161,213.29
1. 04
8,927.36
12,243.40
234. 49
64,393.76
22,900.44
766,515.05
468,537.23
10,965.02
234,308.56
3.23
2,642.82

Total; •.•. _• _•••.••.•••••.•.••.•••.....•___ •. _.• _•..•.•..•• _.. • .

2, 912, 342. 32

The appropriation (approved March 3, 1887) for the surveying service
fur the fiscal year ending June 30, 1888, was $50,000, of which sum
$10,000 _was authorized to be applied to the examination of surveys,
etc.
The amount actually available for public surveys and applicable to
all surveying diAtricts was. $40,000, Expenditures were of necessity
and under official regulations confined to districts where existing settle. ments on the lands presented pa,ramount claims for recognition. The
annual surveying instructions for the fiscal year 1885-'86, which defined
the class and character of the lands to be surveyed, were continued in
force for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1888.
Owing to the limited appropriation no regular apportionments were
made except to the districts of Colorado, Dakota, Montana, and Oregon, which amounted to nearly $30,000.
In all cases where bona-fide settlers had made applications for the
survey of the lands claimed by them and the facts were brought to the
attention of this office surveyors-general were requested to forward the
applications, with recommenuations. On receipt of the applications and
recommendation , if on examination the same proved satisfactory, tbe
prorer urveyor-general was authorized to invite proposals in the usual
manner for the survey of the lands in question. In the event of satisfactory bids b ing received, contract for the execution of the work
w r
1y award d and sub equ ntly approved. It not unfrequently
happen , h w ver, that no bids were received, owing to the low rates
f mil a.g allowed by law, in which case farther action was necessarily
upended.
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ARIZONA.

No contracts for the survey of the public lands in this district were
awarded during the fiscal year. Three contracts for survey of the boundaries of the White Mountain or San Carlos Indian Reservation, and of
the San Xavier (Papago) and Salt River (Pima and Maricopa) Indian
Reservations, liabilities amounting to $7,827, were awarded and approved. In addition to the Indian reservation surveys, one con_tract,
liability $1,000, for surveys within the military reservations of Camps
Crittenden, Goodwin, Grant, and Fort Verde Garden Reserve, was also
awarded and approved.
CALIFORNIA.

Eleven contracts and three sets of special instructions, involving liabilities aggregating $2,034, were awarded and issued for public land surveys during the year. Owing to the low rates of mileage and the mountainous character of the lands embraced in many of the applications for
survey no bids were received for the execution of the work, and surveying operations were thus restricted.
In bis annual report for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1888, the surveyor-general refers to the number and character of ll,pplications and
petitions for surveys which were received at his. office during the year
and to the present manner of inviting proposals for surveys ; also to the
nadequate rates now allowed for executing the same. The following extract from said report relative to the subject of rates is deemed of
interest:
SURVEYING RATES TOO LOW.

It is next to impossi_b1~, furthermore, to sec_ure bids for the performance of government work at the ex1stmg legal rates of mileage, viz, $5, $7, and $9 per mile, re- .
spective1y, for section, township, and meander lines.
The lands yet remaining unsurveyed in California are chiefly hilly, mountainous,
and timbered in character, aud no surveyor can take a contract at rates so low and
make enough to pay the expenses of his camping outfit alone. Such inadequate rates
must certainly have the tendency to make deputies hurry over their work and to accept assistance from interested parties contrary to regulations. Adequate compensation must be paicl before the public surveys can be done expeditiously and honestly.
COLOR.A.DO.

Seventeen contracts and four sets of special instructions in lieu of
contracts for public land and other surveys were awarded and issued
by the United States surveyor-general and approved by this office
during the fiscal year. Included within said contracts and instructions
were the following surveys, viz: The military reservation of old Fort
Lyon (liability, $500); the north boundary of the Southern Ute Reserve (liability, $435); and the survey of lands within and closing on
Pagosa Springs, Forts Sedgwick and Lyon (liability, $425).
The total liability of contracts for public-land surveys awarded and
approved aggregates $11,750, which was the amount allowed and apportioned to Colorado out of the available $40?000 appropriatio~.
·
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Additional applications for public-land surveys in various portions of
the district were forwarded by the United States surveyor-general with
favorable recommendation and earnest appeals for approval. Owing
to the limited appropriation and the needs of other districts they were
not allowed, but will be given precedence during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1889.
DAKOTA.

The sum of $11,000 was apportioned •to Dakota for surveys during
the fiscal year, under which six contracts for public-land surveys were
awarded and approved. In addition thereto two contracts for Indian
reserv!3ition surveys (one for,notments within the Devil's Lake Reservation and one for the western boundary of the Sioux Reservation ), total
liabilities $9,350, were awarded and approved.
];LORIDA.

But one contract for public surveys was awarded in this district
during the fiscal year, which was for omitted surveys and meander line&
in the vicinity of Lake Buffum,-in township 31 south, range 26 east.
In August, 1887, the United States surveyor-general submitted a list
of alleged unsurveyed lands for the survey of which applications were
on file in his office. Said lands consisted of "strips" lying outside of
original meander lines, accretions to islands, so-called swamp lands, anu.
other lands to which riparian rights have attached. Subsequent inquiry proved in..,. every case, where explicit informa,tion with illustrating diagram. was furnished, that under existing regulations applications for the survey and disposal of lands of stated character could not
be entertained.
It was further ascertained that in every case where the lands in
question appeared from the official plat to be of a swampy character
the State of Florida had formally ''selected" said unsurveyed lands
under her swamp grant, and title in many instances had passed from
the Government.
IDAHO.

No applications for surveys of public lands were received from this
di trict during the fiscal year; consequently no contracts were awarded.
A contract for the survey of the boundaries of the Lemhi and Nez Perees
Indian Reservation (authorized by the department on the recommendation of the Indian office) was awarded and approved in May, 1887;
liability 1,200, payable from the Indian appropriation.
LOUISIANA..

i h he excepti n of pecial in ·tructions (liability $150) is.sued for
corr ctive urvey in town hip 24 south, range 32 east, southeast district, n public lan or ther urveys were authorized or approved in
thi · tri t
'in¥ the ft al y ar.
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MINNESO'.l,A.

Three contracts and one set of special instructions were awarded
and approved for small fragmentary subdivisional surveys during the
year; total liability, $325. In addition to said fragments a contract
was awarded and approved in June, 1887, for surveys within the White
Earth Indian Reservation; liability $2,436, payable from the Indian
appropriation. This contract was authorized by the department on
the recommendation of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs.
The demand for public surveys by actual settlers on lands within bis
district is clearly stated by the United States surveyor-gene al in tile
following extract from his annual report ·for the fiscal year ending June
30, 1888:
The demand for public surveys by actual settlers has greatly increased during the
past year.
,
A large number of settlers are reported to have located upon the unsurveyed lands
lying northwest of the Red Lake Indian Reservation, and a petition signed by thirty
of said settlers, representing improvements valued at $18,000, has been received by me
asking for the survey of said lands. A large number of the residents of the counties
in which these lands are located have also petitioned for the survey of the same. A
large proportion of these lands are reported to be valuable for agricultural purposes,
and if surveyed would soon be settled upon and improved.
In the northeastern portion of the State, in the vicinity of Vermillion Lake, in consequence of the rapid development of the iron interests and the large growth of such
towns as Tower and Ely, there is an increasing demand for lands for settlement, aud
applications from persons claiming to be bona fide settlers have been received during
the year past asking for the survey of about twenty townships. Somo of these settlers
state that they have been living on their claims for more than four years. In some of
these towns it is stated that there are over forty settlers. I consider it very desirable
that these surveys should be made as early as practicable, and would request that I
may be authorized to survey during t.he present fiscal year such townships as are
occupied by any considerable number of settlers.
MONT.A.NA.

The sum of $3,000 was originally apportioned to this district for public
surveys for the fiscal year, out of which one contract (liability $2,940)
was awarded and approved. Three contracts (aggregate liability
$8,100) were awarded in July, 1887, payable from the appropriation for
the fiscal year ended June 30, 1887, which, for obvious reasons, were
temporarily suspended. In June last, prior to the expiration of the
fiscal year, one of said contracts (liability $3,000) was approved, and
new contracts, embracing the surveys provided for in the two which
were suspended and finally -disapproved, were awarded, approved, and
made payable from the appropriation for the current year. In addition
to the foregoing, one contract (liability $390) payable frorn special deposits, and one contract (liability $60) for town-site survey, payable
from the appropriation, were also awarded and approved. The total liability of contracts for public-land surveys aggregated $11,390. Three
contracts for the survey of boundaries and allotments within the Crow
Indian Reservation (liability $10,100, payable from Indian appropriations) were also authorized by the department on the recommendation
of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs.
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NEBRASKA A.ND IOWA.

The anomalous condition of the office of United States surveyor-gen.
eral for this district, by reason of the failure of Congress to make appropriation for tlie expenses thereof 'or to formally close the same,
continued during the fiscal year. Several applications for resurveys in
the western part of the State of Nebraska were received, but could
- not be entertained for reasons stated. The fact as to the entire absence of all evidences of public surveys in the western tiers of townships in Nebraska is fully established, and the absolute necessity for
resurveys cal} not be overlooked.
NEV.A.DA.

No contracts for public-land or reservation surveys were awarded i•
this district during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1888.
NEW MEXICO.

Ifour contracts for public-land surveys (aggregate liability $1,700)
were awarded in this district during the fiscal year. One contract for
the survey of the outboundaries of the Jicarilla Indian Reservation
(liability $500) was awarded and approved, but was subsequently canceled at the request of the contracting deputy.
The unprecedented demand for public surveys in New Mexico during
the past year is referred to ·in the following manner by the surveyorgeneral in his annual report for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1888:
The demand for public surveys in New Mexico has for a number of years past been
very great, and during the past year unprecedented in the history of this office. From
all parts of the Territory actual settlers, many of them new-comers, bav~ written !De
repeatedly and very urgently that surveys should at once be made in their respective
localities, so that they may proceed to acquire titles to their new horues, but_ to
almost all of them I have been compelled to make the reply that Congress havm~
failed to make adequate appropriations for this branch of the service it is not possible for me to accommodate them.
In many of these cases surveys should have been made years ago, when this o~ce
was engaged in the unprofitable business of surveying the plains and open portions
of the count.ry, where surveys will not be needed for years to come, if ever. A double
wrong is inflicted upon many poor settlers here by denying them now_ the _suryeys
they need and are justly entitled to, simply because government officials m times
past squandered the money appropriated for their benefit in making useless and uncalled-for surveys.
OREGON.

Two contracts and four sets of special instructions, m lieu of contracts,
for public urvey , aggregating in liability $840, were awarded and approved during the fiscal year. In addition thereto there were awarded
and approved two contracts for the survey of the boundaries of the Klamath River Indian Reservati.on and of the Grande Ronde Indian Reservati n, total lia ility 1,700, payable from the Indian appropriation.
The
urvey were authoriz d by the department on there commendation of the Indian Office.
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, rhe following extract from a letter from the United States .slirveyorgeneral for Oregon, dated December 6, 1887, sets forth the impossibility
of securing the execution of public-land surveys at the existing legal
rates of mileage :
I consider that there is very little land in Oregon that can be surveyed as it should
be for less than $12, $10, and $8 per mile, while that which is mountainous, heavily
timbered, or covered with dense undergrowth is well worth $16 for base, standard, meridiani and meander lines, $13 for township and ran~e lines; and $10 for subdivisional
and connecting lines per mile. No one who is not familiar with the character of the
country can form a correct idea of the difficulties to be encountered by the deputy
Burveyor in executing the surveys in the mountains, and especially along the coasti
where it is often impossible to run more than one mile a day.
Very few of the competent and reliable surveyors can be found who will make an ·
estimate on any of the work advertised on account of the low rates that now prevail.
I inclose a copy of the letter that accompanied the bids of Charles M. Collier, which
will give you some idea of the roughness of the country. There are many places along
the coast that are desirable for homes and are fast settling up) anrl should be surveyed.
The completion of the railroad connecting Oregon and California, anil the construction of the Oregon Pacific Railroad, will cause many more persons to locate within our
borders. I would therefore respectfully recommend that such actfon may be taken as
will secure better rates for surveys in this State. Should this be done, I am conficfont
that the entfre $16,000 asked for for extending public surveys in Oregon during the
coming :fiscal year, and even a much larger sum, could be used fo great advantage.
UTAH.

Three contracts for public-land surveys (liability $3,661), payable
from repayments made by railroad companies, were awarded and approved during the year. In addition thereto, two contracts for resurveys (liability $234), which were found necessary to initiate the original
surveys provided for in the first-named contracts, were also awarded
and approved.
WASHINGTON.

Two contracts for public surveys were awarded and approved._ The
liability of one contract, amounting to $287, is chargeable to the annual
appropriation, while that of the other contract ($1,384) is payable from
special deposits. Special instructions (liability $40) for a fragmentary
survey in Sylvan Lake were also issued by the United States surveyorgeneral and approved by this office.
WYOMING.

No contracts or special instructions for public land or other surveys
were awarded or issued in this district during the fiscal year.
The following extract from a letter dated June 26, 1888, from the
United States surveyor-general, details the present condition of the
public surveys in that Territory. When actual settlements shall have
been made upon lands which purport to have been officially surveyed
the entire omission of all evidences of former surveys thereon will be
brought to light, and thus necessitate their resurvey. Resurveys in the
absence of existing settlements on the lands are deemed inexpedient. ,
The surveyor-general says:
In reply to your letter "E" of May 4, 1888, I have the honor to state that I
have a~ yet beef!. una~le to get further information concerning settlements in the

townships therein referred to. Tb.is is doubtless owing to the necessities of spring
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months, which require the ranchman to be at work planting and cultivating crops.
Settlers far from trade centers seldom appear in town during the spring and summer
months.
The question of erroneous and fraudulent surveys in this Territory appears to be
settled beyond all controversy, and the necessity of making such surveys or re1:1urveys as will enable the settler to accurately locate his claim is, to my mind, a matter of great importance.
If this proposition is accepted, the next thing to be considered is, what evidence of
fraud shall be accepted as conclusive. Settlers have of necessity been compelled to
employ professional surveyors to locate their claims on account of two reasons. The
:first case is one where no monuments of the public surveys could be found anywhere,
and the second, fully as misleading and unsatisfactory .as the :first, presents to the
settler an occasional corner, but the same is improperly marked.
.
I fully believe that not one established corner in twenty can be found bearmg
marks which correspond to the requirements of the "manual" under vyhich the ~tuveys were made. I refer particularly to surveys contracted for durmg and ~rnce
1880. In the absence of official investigation, the evidence of settlers a~d priva~e
surveyors, submitted un.der oath, is the only evidence attainitble at this time. This
I believe to be sufficient, and if appropriations can be obtamed for resurveys, where
such evidence has been placed on file-evidence which fully describes the tracts of
land to be surveyed and enumerates the improvements already made and under construction-it is, in my opinion, the duty of the Government to have these smveys
properly made.
DISCONTINUED DISTRICTS.

In addition to the foregoing, contracts for the following reservation surveys were awarded during the fiscal year by the Commissioner
as ex-officio surveyor-general and approved by the Secretary of the
Interior, viz:
Subdivision of the Fort Wallace Military Reservation in Kansas;
liability $3.50, payable from the appropriation of $20,000, per ac~ of
March 3, 1885.
Allotments within the Modoc and Ottawa Indian Reservation in Indian Territory ; liability $1,500, payable from the Indian appropriation
of February 8, 1887.
Subdivision of the Iowa Indian Reserve in Kansas and Nebraska ;
liability $600, payable from the Indian appropriation of $10,000, per
act of March 3, 1885.
,r;; Resurvey of the eastern bou~dary of the Seminole land8 in Indian
l Territory; liability $2,000, payable from the Indian appropriation of
/ $35,000, per act of March 2, 1887.
The stated reservation surveys were authorized by the department,
and, except in the c~ se of Fort Wallace, on the recommendation of the
Commissioner of Indian Affairs.
SURVEYS UNDER THE SPECIAL-DEPOSIT SYSTEM.

In June, 1885, a large number of contracts for public land surveys,
the liabilitie of which were payable from special deposits, were suspend d and u}tjmately di approved. These contracts were awarded to
variou partie in veral of the surveying district . Circular instrucindividuals for the survey of the public
tion relative to depo it
land were i u d Ju 24, 8 5, and are still in force.
o ontract for u lie urveys payable from special deposits were
approved uring the ft c 1 y ar ended June 30, 1886 and 1887, and but
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few applications therefor were made, and they were uniformly disapproved by reason of non-compliance with official instructions of June 24,
1885.
During the fiscal year ended June 30, 1888, five contracts for public
,surveys under the provisions of sections 2401 and 2403 Revised Statutes of the United States were awarded and approved. Two of these
contracts (liability $765) were awarded in the California district; one
in Montana, liability $390; and two in Washington Territory, aggregate
liability $1,684.
RESURVEYS.

A number of applications for resurveys in Florida, Colorado, Kansas, and Nebraska were received during· the past year, aU ·of which
were disapproved and the applicants ad vised that resurveys of lands
of the character described would only be executed in compliance with
specific aut.horization by Congress. The class of lands in question are
those that have been disposed of by the Government under the metes
and bounds of the original official surveys and the titles to which have
passed to individual owners. It is held that disputes relating to the
boundaries of lands of said character should pro_perly be adjudicated
by county surveyors and courts of competent jurisdiction.
As distinguished from the class of lands referred to are large areas,
situate principally in western Nebraska and eastern Colorado, where
evidences of the original official surveys were long since literally extinguished (if ever established) by natural causes. When it is remembered that under existing surveying regulations, as per the manuals of
surveying instructions approved February 22, 1855, and May 3, 1881,
sticks of timber 4~ feet long by 4 inches square can be used as "posts
in mound_" to indicate "standard township corners," the "mounds of
.e arth" to be 2¼ feet high with 5 feet bases around the posts, it is not
surprising tlJat the action of the elements alone should cause the posts
to rot, the mounds to crumble, and the pits to fill up during the space
of twenty-five to thirty years, admitting (with reservations) that the
contracting- deputy surveyors actually complied with the terms of their
contracts and surveying.instructions in the first instance.
For a number of years past this office has persistently applied to
Congress for an appropriation to provide stone or iron monuments for
marking the lines and corners of the public surveys, but all to no purpose. The "old system" still prevails, and the ''evidences" of public
surveys, even when properly established, are of a temporary character
only, and soon become obliterated.
The expense of resurveying these large areas of virtually unsurveyed
lands in Nebraska and Colorado should of right be borne by the General Government, and specific appropriations for that purpose would
not only empower this office to dispose of constantly increasing demands
for relief on the part of the settlers, but enable them to clearly define
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the limits of their respective claims and to acquire titles to lands actt1·
ally occupied;
The following e¾tracts from the annual report of the United States
surveyor-general for Nebraska for the fiscal year ended June 30, 1888, regarding the condition of the original public surveys in that State are
deemed of interest as bearing upon the question of resurveys and their
ultimate necessity:
Reports continu.e to come into this office regarding the inaccurate and altogether
nnreliabre character of the public surveys in various portions of the State. In many
of these cases I have, upon request of the parties in interest, visited the localities in.
quP.stion, and in the case of townships 5 and 6 north, ranges 34 and 35 east, have reported to your office in detail the irregularity of' the lines and corners as found in saicl
town~hips. Standard, township, section, and other corners are reported as found all
the way from a few chains to 20 or more chains away from their proper sites, an_d
in many instances no corners nor a, sign of any can be found. For these reasons it
will be necessary to set apart a portion of the surveying fund for the purpose of 1·esurveying these defective original surveys.
I am not able now to estimate how extensive this defective and in many cases
fraudulent work may be as compared with the total work done within th~ State,
but consider that it will be a large contingent of future surveying operations, ~s
judged from the reports to this office by the deputy surveyors now in the ~e~~, 1t
being impossible to find starting and closing corners for new surveys without m1t1_ating quite extensive resurveys. 'fhis for the present has been provided for b_y _pftyrng
for such resurveys from t,he estimated liability of the contracts and reqm~mg ~he
deputy to cease surveying operations when he has reached the limit of that hal>1lity.
Thus the projected surveys will fall short of the extent intended at first by the
amount of the resurveys.
RATES OF MILE.A.GE FOR PUBLIC SURVEYS.

The appropriation for the surveying service for the fiscal year ended
June 30, 1888, as per the act approved ·March3, 1887, prescribed the following rates of mileage for public surveys, namely: $9 for standard aud
meander lines, $7 for exterior township lines, and $5 for subuivisional
section lines. No additional provision was made for the survey of
mountainous lands or lands heavily timbered or covered with dense
undergrowth, which bad, with but few exceptions, heretofore been the
practice.
Sections 2404 and 2405 of the Revised Statutes of the United States
provide that specified augmented rates may, in the Commissioner's discretion, be paid for the survey of heavily timbered and underbrush
lands in California, Oregon, and Washington Territory. Although it
has been successfully held by tbe department since 1876 that the socalled revised statute or ''augmented" rates were not affected by the
rates pre cribed in the annual appropriation bills, the question was
again carefully considered in the light of past decisions, present exigencies, and the wording of the act of March 3, 1887, and it was finally
d t rmin d, in view of the expre sed wording of the act named, that
no rat of mileage other than as prescribed therein could legally be
allowe , notwith ·tancling the previous departmental deci ions and ruling a to th tatute cited.
It · w 11 kn w that the remaining uu urveyed lands in California
and r n a w 11 a. lar e ar a in Nevada Colorado Montana,
'
'
Idaho, a
hingt n Territories, con i ·t mainly
of mountainous
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lands heavily covered with timber and dense undergrowth. · While
under existing regulations applications for the . survey of forests or
heavily timbered lands are not entertafoed, and therefore not in question, there still remain large tracts of mountain lands which are covered
with dense ·undergrowth known as ,~ chemisal" or "chaparral," and
almost impenetrable in localities. In California these lands are in demand, being specially adapted to grape culture, and many applications
for survey were presented to the United States surveyor-general; but
owing to the insufficient rates of mileage allowed by law but very few
bids for surveys were submitted, and in the majority of instances no
responses were received to the published invitations for proposals.
In several instances, notably in California, Colorado, and Washington Territory, facts have been brought to the attention of this office
showing in effect that applicants for the survey of the mountainous
lands embracing their claims, in order to secure said surveys at existing surveying rates, have covertly agreed with the contracting deputy
surveyors to duplicate in cash or its equivalent the Government mileage. Where these allegations have been investigated (the practice being in direct antagonism with official regulations) the original statements were subsequently greatly modified and strong efforts made to
suppress the facts for fear that they would militate against the acceptance by this office of the executed surveys, and thus delay the settlers in their earnest desire to acquire legal title to their respective
claims. Although sufficient evidence has been obtained to justify the
belief that "bonuses" have in fact been paid by settlers to secure the
services of competent and reliable surveyors, this office has been compelled, in justice to all parties in interest, to accept the modified allegations that the admitted ''assistance" was in the nature of teams and
wagons for transportation, subsistence for teams and men, and '' volunteers" for .field-work, such as chainmen, axmen, etc.
.ADDITIONAL SURVEYS NEEDED.

In my judgment +;here is great need of an increase of appropriation for surveys of the public lands. For the fiscal years ending June
30, 1887, and June.30, 1888, the amount appropriated for this purpose
was only $50,000 each year, while in the sundry civil bill for the cur- ~
rent year $100,000 is provided for. In my estimates for the next fiscal year I repeat the recommendation of my predecessor, that at least
$300,000 be appropriated for surveys.
Several reasons have been urged against extending public surveys
over the unsurveyed portions of the public domain. One of them is
that we already have more land surveyed than is occupied or will
be occupied for years to come. It is true that much of the public domain surveyed is unoccupied, but it is also true that this unoccupied surveyed land is almost if not quite all within mountainous regions, where
~ettlements can not be made and never will be made. and it will never
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be valuable for anything except for grazing purposes, or else such lands
are in tg.e arid desert regions of the West, which can not be reclaimed
by any system of irrigation that is now in use. It may, t herefore, be
said that there is scarcely any surveyed land at present open to settlement and entry by home-seekers on the public lands except as it is made
vacant by the cancellation of some previous entry or by throwing open
to settlement lands which had been reserved fo r railroad grants or for
other purposes.
Another objection to extending the surveys which has more weiglit
is that the present laws allow settlement and improvement on unsurveyed land, and as no entries except desert entries can be made until
surveys are extended over these lands there is no encouragement to
S!)eculative or fraudulent entries. In reply to this argument, however,
I call attention to the extended reports from local officers (see pages
55-87), which show that fraudulent and speculative operations on the
public lands have been largely checked. I also call attention to the
reports of the surveyors-general of the department , which will be found
in their proper places, in which these officers urge the great necessity
for extending the Govf':rnment surveys. It appears from these reports
that there are thousands of settlers on the unsurveyed lands, many
of whom have resided there for years, who are extremely anxious
to have their lands surveyed in order that t heir titles may be perfected. They naturally hesitate about improving the lands to any
considerable extent for the reason that a survey may show that the
improvements of two or more settle'rs are upon the same subdivis
ion, and inore or less loss may result in the adjustment of their respective
rights. It also appears that towns are springing up in places on unsurveyed lands in the Northwest, and it is certainly a matter of importance to the inhabitants to have the titles to their homes settled.
In addition to the foregoing reasons for increasing the appropriations
for surveys I call attention to the provisions of the act of March 3, 1887,
peremptorily requiring the adjustment of all unadj usted railroau grants.
But the lands along the lines of some of the largest of these grants are
unsurveyed, and no adjustment can be made until the surveys are
extended. Thus the grants to the Northern Pacific, the Oregon aud
California, the California and Oregon, the Southern Pacific, and t he
Atlantic and Pacific can not be fully adjusted un til the lands within
both the granted and indemnity limits are surveyed, while the grants
to the Union P acific, the Central Pacific, and the Kansas Pacific can not
b e finally closed until additional surveys are made defining their grant .
It will be seen that the, e include t he !argest grants made, and very
l arg tract , pecially along the line o /the Northern Pacific, are unsnrveyed. The Stat in which the e un urveyed railroad lands lie are
pecially intere. ted in h avin g th ul sur veyed, for the rea on that such
1 ml are n t u d t to tn.t , county, and municipal taxation until
th y are defined y urvey.
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Another very important reason for urging the completion of the surveys of lands included in r-ailroad grants is the fact that the department
is helpless to prevent depredations on the public timber on unsurveyed
lands within the limits of railroad grants. Some of our most important
suits llave failed for the reason that, as the lands were unsurveyed, it
was impossible to prove definitely whether the timber cut and removed
was on Government land or lan<l which inured to the railroad company
under its grant. Consequently the courts held that the Government
could recover only nominal damages.
I hope this matter will receive the earnest consideration of Congress.
EXAMINATION OF . SURVEYS IN THE FlELD.

By the act of March 3, 1887, the smp of $10,000 out of the appropriation of $50,000 for surveys and resurveys was made available for
examinations in the field. In view of this very limited appropriation
only four examiners of surveys were employed upon· this work. All
possible progress in the examination of current surveys was made with
the small force of examiners available, and a few examinations by spe.
cial examiners appointed by surveyors-general were authorized. The
work in the field was continued until the middle of November, 1887,
when, owing to the small balance remaining unexpended, the services
of all but one of the examiners were necessarily dispensed with and
~ork in the field was practically suspended; '.rhe examiner retained
was engaged upon ver.v important work in connection with fraudulent
surveys in California, and but a portion of his time was spent in the
field.
By the act of March 30, 1888, making appropriations for urgent deficiencies of the Government for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1888,
there was appropriated for the examination of surveys the sum of
$10,000. As soon_after the date of the appropriation as the services of
competent persons could be obtained six examiners were appointed,
including three who had previously been employed. As examinations
had been suspended for several months for want of funds, the examiners were instructed to proceed with all possible speed consistent with a
proper inspection of the lines, and very rapid progress was made in the
work.
During the past year, upon favorable reports by examiners, surveys
have been accepted in Oaliforuia under three contracts, Col6rado six
contracts, Dakota six contracts, Montana seven contracts, Nevada one
contract, New Mexico two contracts, Oregon three contracts, Utah three
contracts, and in Washington Territory four contracts.
This office has during the year accepted a number of fragmentary
surve,vs and surveys of small portions of fractional townships in several
surveyiug districts without a field examination, the amount involved
in ellcb ~ase being so small th~t it wa8 not deemeu ad visu-ble to inc qr
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the expense of an examination which, in SOil!e instances, would have
.
exceeded the cost of the survey.
Quite a number of reports on field examinations were received so late
in the fiscal year that it was not practicable to consider the same in
this office and take action upon the surveys examined before the close
thereof.
FRAUDULENT AND DEFECTIVE SURVEYS.

As a result of e~amination in the field the following surveys were
rejected, wholly or in part, as being fraudulent or defective:
In Arizona, contracts Nos. 56 and 58.
In California, contracts Nos. 121, 322, 355, 377, 382, 383, 385, and 399.
In ~evada, contract ~ o. 174.
In New Mexico, contract No. 211.
In Oregon, contract No. 508.
In Washington, contractR Nos. 307 and 308.
A detailed statement of the condition of these rejected surveys, as
described by the special examiners, will be found in Appendix E, to
which I call special attention.
CONTRACTS FOR SURVEYS GF INDIAN RESERV.A.TIO NS.

Under tlie appropriation of $100,000, made by act of February 8,
1887, for surveys and resurveys of Irnlian lands, contracts have been

let by direction of the Secretary of the Interior amounting in liability
to $20,700, as follows:
State or T erritory.
Arizona . .••.. . .. . ....
D akota ... . ..••. . . . ....
Indian T erritory . . . . . .
Montana. .... . ........ . .
Oregon . . . . . • . . . • . . . . ..

R eser vat ion.

D escription of work.

Papago and Pima and "Maricopa .. Boundaries and subdivisional surve;ys.
Devil's Lak e ... ... . . . .. .. . .. .. .. . Subdivisional surveys.
Mocloc and Ottawa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Do.
Crow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • . • .. . . . .
Do.
Grande Ronde . ..... . .. .. .. ..... . . Boundaries and subdivisional surveys.

Under the ~ct of March 2, 1887, appropriating $35,000 for the survey
and subdivision of Indian reservations, contracts were let amounting
in the aggregate to $6,~35, as follows:
State or Territory.

Colorado...............
Dakota . ...... . . ... ... .
Indian 'l'erritory . . . . ..
Montana. .. . . . . .. .. . . . .
New Me:uco ...........

Reserva.tion.

onthern Ute... . .. . .. ..... .. ... . .
Sioux . . ... . . ... . ..... . . . ... . ......
, minole... . . . . •• . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . .
Crow . . . • . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . . .
.Jicarilla .. .... ..... . .... . .. .. .....

D escription of work.
Part of north boundar~ Part of west boundary .*
East boundary.
Parts of rast and south boundaries.
Ontboundaries.

* P1:ndiog lbe ne,.,otiations for the relinquishment of a part of the Sioux. Reservation the executioa
of tb1 orv y h:1.8 been u p uded.

I W .A. INDI.A.N R E SERV .A.TION.

Reservation in
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FRAUDULENT SURVEYS IN CALIFORNIA.
Additional developments as to the su1·veying syndicate of Benson tf Co.-Indictments by
the grand juries.

In the annual report of this office for the fiscal year ending June 30,
1887 (pages 255, 256), in a copy of a communication from the Commissioner to the Secretary, reference is made to the action of the . United
States judges in refusing to grant tbe petition of the United States
district attorney for a rehearing in the Benson cases, the previously
presented indictments by the grand jury in these cases having been
quashed in court by reason of an incorrect averment.
The Federal grand jury which considered the so-called Benson cases
for the second time was organized September 12, 1887, and submitted
their :findings November 2, 1887, reportiug twenty-four indictments
against John A. Benson and others. The grand jury which investigated eaid cases for the third time was org·anized January 10, 1888,
and made report February 4, 1888, embracing eleven indictments
against said parties.
Under the November indictments, twenty-four in number, pleas in
abatement and demurrers were filed in court by the defendants' counsel.
After numerous postponements and delays on the part .of the defendants three of aid indictments were finally ordered certified by the
court to -the Supreme Court of the United States, on a disagreement of
the presiding judges as to validity, two holding the indictments were
invalid, while one held them to be good and valid.
The Ftbruary indictments (two for · conspiracy and nine for perjury)
had not been acted upon by the court on August 1, 1888.
Full particulars as to the past and present status of the several
indictments which were found by the three grand juries against John
A. Benson, his associates and employes, together with matters relating
to the general subject of fraudulent surveys in California, will be found
in the detailed report thereon, as furnished by Charles F. Uonrad,
special agent, who has been in charge of said matters in the interest of
this office for the past three years.
PRIVATE LAND OLAIMS.
ARIZONA.

The annual report of the surveyor-general for Arizona, which appears
in its appropriate place in this report, contains a tabulated statement or
the private claims of Spanish or Mexican origin involving lands within .
his district. There are nineteen of these claims, of which thirteen have
been reported upon favorably by former surveyors-general ~nd are now
pending before Congress for consideration.
The estimated area of said claims is, aA reported, 5,195,348 acres of
the choicest land in the Territory, claimed~ says the surveyor-general~
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by aliens" having no material interest in the advancement of the Territory save the gratification of their selp.sh ends. Truly the amount of
land claim,ed by these parties is an empi-re in itself, and where is the
State or Territory in this nation that would not feel its blighting effects!
Extract this amount of the very best land and water from the resources
of any of the States, and I venture it would materially affect their resources and stimulate to vigorous protest the most conservative of
them."
He urges the importance of early action by the Government in' adjusting these claims.
THE PERALTA CLAIM.

,,,

Reference was made in the last annual report to this alleged grant,
embracing nearly 5,000,000 acres in the heart of the Territory, and
including some of its finest lands and thriving towns. September 23,
1887, the surveyor-general denied the application of J. A. Reavis and
wife for a preliminary survey. He declined to consider the application
at that time for reasons stated, and an appeal from bis decision was
taken to this office.
I decided .A..pril 16, 1888, that the matter was interlocutory and not
appealable in·its nature, and returned the papers to the surveyor-general, before whom this claim is still pending, and is so reported by him
RANCHO EL PASO DE LOS ALGODONES.

This alleged grant, with an estimated area of some 22,000 acres,
claimed by the Colorado Commercial and Land Company, is, in my
opinion, totally without merit. In the year 1880 the Commissi_oner of
the General Land Office transmitted to Copgress through the Department the report of the surveyor-general in this case, recommending
its rejection upon the grounds that the title papers were forged and
antedated.
The lands involved have. been withdrawn from settlement from the
time that proceedings were instituted before the surveyor-general,
looking to his action in the matter under the act of 1854.
Unless Congress in the near future takes some positive action in the
matter of settlement of private claims now pending the Algodones
grant (the papers in which have been withdrawn from the congressional files by interested parties) should receive special action, in order
that the land may be opened to settlement.
NEW MEXIOO.

well known that the most important claims arising under the
tr at f u flalu
ida1go and the Gadsden purchase awaiting regniti n y the nited tateB are in New Mexico.
Th urv y r-g n r l report, which will be found in full in it
prop r pl , di c
he que tiou connected with said claims at
ngth,
i worthy of car ful I eru al.
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Three new claims were filed during the year : No. 209, Las Ranchas
tract; No. 210, Sitio de Pajarito; No. 211, Jose Garcia.
I submit a few extracts from the surveyor-general's report:
In the c·laims which I have disapproved within the past year, the land which will
be restored to the public domain, should my recommendations be approved, will
amount to 81,653 acres. The errors I have pointed out in the survey of patented and
unpatented grants suggest a further saving to the Government of 1,503,962 acres,
which, added to the 81,653 acres just mentioned, give an aggregate of 1,585,798 acres.
Should my views be adopted and enforced, this amount will be restored to the public domain. Added to the estimated aggregate of public lands unlawfully appropriated in New Mexico, as given in my report of last year, namely, from eight to ?,ine
million acres, it will be safe to say that more than 10,000,000 acres of the nation's
patrimony have been illegally surrendered to individual claimants, and thus withdrawn from settlement and tillage under the pre-emption and homestead laws. I
need not say that so flagrant a wrong to the people of New Mexico invites the _vigorous and unsparing use of every legitimate power of the Government in securrng its
redress.

The surveyor-general still adheres to his objections to all propositions
to refer pending claims to the courts or a commission for settlement.
He says:
After a very careful considerat.ion of the whole matter, I reached the conclusion
two years ago, as then set forth in my annual report, that the best and speediest
method of adjudicating these cases would be an act of Congress referring them to the ,,..,
Commissioner of the General Land Office, with the right cjf appeal to the Secretary of
the Interior, as in other cases. The act of Congress of July 22, 1854, makes it the
duty of the surveyor-general" to ascertain the origin, nature, ch::iracter, and extent" of
these grants, and make full report thereon to Congress, with a view to the final action
of that body.
This work was begun in 1855, and is now substantially completed. ·Tp.e claims
are on the files of the General Land Office, including duly certified copies of the
papers in each case, the evidence, both documentary and oral, the reports-of the
surveyor-general, and the supplementary reports recently submitted, all printed and
in their orderly connection. What is obviously wanted is the reference of tht\ cases_
thus prepared to the land department for decision on the basis of action thus supplied. This would utilize the labor expended in past years in putting the cases in
orderly shape and speed their decision. Congress refused to adjudicate any more of
them ; but this certainly does not make nugatory the records thus prepared, but only
necessitates their submission to the tribunal established by Congress for the purpose
of dealing with all questions touchin~ the public domain. I am utterly unable to
see any valid reason for the creation of a new and special tribunal for the settlement
of these cases. Should it be established, it will be obliged to dispose of the cases on
the papers on file in the General Land Office. No other method of proceeding is possible, since the witnesses are nearly all dead, and the record of their evidence must be
received. These views were substantially repeated in my last report, and soon after
its publication I was gratified to find them vigorously supported by Secretary Lamar
in his annual report.
~

•

*

*

*

*

I have personally examined nearly all the claims in New Mexico, and have no hesitation in saying that the whole batch of them could be disposed of in from one to
two years by a competent lawyer who would industriously apply himself to the task
under the supervision of the Secretary of the Interior. There is therefore no necessity, or even excuse, for a migratory court or commission to pass upon these cases, which are such as the officials of the land department are accustomed to examine
and competent to decide, and involve no greater interests than those constantly adjudicated by the head of that department with the help of his legal advisers. Let
me add that tho transfer of these cases from the regularly constituted authorities
at the seat of Government to a special tribunal would not only complicate the business instead of simplifying it, but would involve a large expenditure, which can be
avoided hy a small outlay providing for such additional force aA the Department of
the Interior may require for its additional work. Prompt action is the thing wanted.
The very machinery of a court invites procrastination. This alone is a sufficient objection to its creation now, even waiving the fatal objections to it which I have urged.

I cite the foregoing because I substantially concur in Mr. Julian's
views. In my judgmeut the final disposition of these claims, '!hich
INT 88-V0L I - 3
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have been too long delayed" already, can be more cheaply, efficiently,
and expeditiously reached by committing their decision to the General
Land Office upon th~ evidence now on file or to be furnished, with an
appeal to the Department, and, if deemed desirable, to the Supreme
Court of the United States from the Department, than by any other plan
which has been suggested. But if this plan does not meet with the
views of Congress I can not too strongly .urge that some other method
of settling them than now exists should be adopted without delay.
CALIFORNIA.

There are a few private claims in this State upon which final action
has not been taken by the land department. One case has been settled and patent issued during the last fiscal year.
The patent to the Rancho Cabeza de Sante Rosa (part of), James
Eldridge, confirmee, and patent to "lands near San Juan Bautista,"
Rufi.no Castro et al., con:firmees, bave been delivered to the persons entitled to receive the same, and the fees due upon the survey deposited.
The patent to the Rancho San Josey Sur Chiquito has been transmitted to the surveyor-general, and is in his office awaiting the pleasure
of claimants.
MEXICAN GRANTS,

The ·surveyor-general states:
Relative to these grants, which cover almost one-twelfth of this State, I can ~dd
but little to my report of last year, which treated of this subject in detail, show~ng
the origin of Mexican grants, how secured and confirmed and pointed out specrfi.c
instances of fraud in the securing thereof; nevertbeless,i am of the opinion, then
expressed, that to attack the. titles of these ranchos, some of which have been pa_tented by the United States for more than thirty years, is to lessen the confidence m
the security of titles issued by this Government. A successful attack upon 3:ny patented rancho would not restore its acreage to the public domain, but would m most
cases benefit individuals only.
SPANISH ARCHIVE DEPARTMENT.

Upon this subject I quote from the surveyor-general's report as follows:
Since my last yearly report I am pleased to inform you that the work in this archive
department is steadily progrilssing, and that I have now completed copies and translation of all the original title papers and documents that were filed in the eight
hundred and thirteen land claims presented to the United States Board of Land
Commission_ers, and also to all expedientes and Spanish records, books, etc., that relate to MeXJcan land grants in California.

Then follows a statement of this work in detail, which will be found
in the surveyor-general' report, in its proper place in the appendix,
to which I call special attention.
LOUISIANA.

Very few privat laim in Loui iana have been called up for :final
di po iti 11 d ring the pa. t year, xcept such as have not b€en located
in pla · r other i' ati ·fled by the United States, and in which ind mnit · iu h f
f ri kn \ '\ " sn e r- eu r l' · 'tifi te
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of location," is claimed under the provisions of the third section of the
act approveu June 2, 1858. (Stat. 11, 294.)
Forty-five cases of this character have been approved and the scrip
duly issued and delivered during the fiscal year under existing regulations and decisions, involving 32,036.89 acres of land.
Nearly all the indemnity scrip under said act of 1858 is issued in lieu
of unsatisfied claims in Louisiana, owing to the large number of unlocated or conflicting pri rnte claims in that State, and I quote from the
surveyor-general's report upon the subject as follows:
Of all private land claims coming before the uepartment for satisfaction m1der the
above act (1858) I venture to say none are more intricate and difficult of comprehension and intelligent determination than those appertaining to the district of Louisiana. The history of the Stak, with its different sovereignties and changes of government, with its past crude anJ imperfect surveys, and its laws, finding their origin
in a different source from that of auy other State in the Union, necessarily ~kes
this the case. For want of knowledge of the land system and of our civil law these
claims, now numbering some eleven hundred and sixty-four, and including claims for
deficiencies in area of located claims resulting from deficient surveys, conflict of title,
etc., embracing over 1,000,000 acres, due land claimants of Louisiana for the past
several years, have been virtually suspended by the department. However, recent
wise departmental decisions and the principles therein announced, notably in the
cases of Stephen Sweaze, Elias Blunt, Lettrieus Alrio, and J. P. Cloutier, have removed the obstructions, most of which were technical, heretofore in the way of the
equitable adjustment and satisfaction of these claims, and opened the way to claimauts to have their rights speedily passed upon and determined.

In the annua.l report of this office for the fiscal year ended June 30,
1887, rnferring to a bill introduced in Congress '' to abrogate the powers

of the executive officers of the United States in allowing indemnity
locations or scrip for confirmed unsatisfied private laud claims, under
section 3 of the act, of Congres8 approved June 2, 1858, * * * and
to vest that power in the courts of the United States," my predecess9r
expreRsed his opinion that this office and the department have endeavored to guaru the public domain from the pressure of claims determined
to be unfounded or found to be unsupported; that the executive branch of
the Government has adjudicated the cases arising under the general scrip
act of 1858 for a quarter of a century, during which time a system has
been developed, preeedents established, and rules and regulations formulated by this office and the Department governing the disposition of
such cases ; that this system would, of course, be radically changed by
the legislation proposed, and therefore, in his best judgment, the jurisdiction for satisfying with scrip, where practicable under existing laws,
confirmed but unlocated claims, may safely be left where it now is-with
the proper executive officers of the Government.
Reference was also made to office report to the Department dated
December 10, 1886, in response .to Senate "resolution of July 28, 1886,
requiring information as to the condition of scrip claims in Louisiana,
and inquiring also ''whether there is any defect in existing laws, executive regulations and decisions, or otherwise, which impedes the adjustment of such claims." Upon this subject the Commissioner expressed
himself as follows :
With the understanding that you desire my views upon this branch of the subject,

I have to sar t4&it tllere aire no apparent detects in saiid &ict of li,58, the existiui reg•
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ulations thereunder, or generally in the Jin~ of decisions by the land department in
adjudicating scrip cases. The defect is not in the Federal statutes or executive requirements thereunder, but in the civil laws of Louisiana, under which parties are
enabled to assert their right to indemnitJ scrip. I refer especially to the facility
with which, through probate proceedings in the parish courts, parties not otherwise
in privity can acquire title to inchoate claims and procure recognition as the legal
representatives of deceased contirmees.. In this-- manner, in times past, the act of
1858 (which was intended to be a statute of repose, remedial simply in it,s natme)
has largel~r served the purpose of speculators, who procured the opening of the successions, purchased unlocated claims at ·" succession sales" for a nominal sum (simply the costs of court), and procured the scrip. The result in such cases bas been
· that the United States has lost public lands to the extent of the certificat,es issued
in some State or Territory where there were ,: offered" lands, and neither the original
coufirmees nor their heirs have received any benefit. * * * In my opinion no legislation is required to expedite the class of claims arising under said act of 1858. li
any legislation is had, it should be of a restrictive character.

The area of the public domain, and especially of "offered" land remaining to be practically given away by the Government, has rapidly
decreased during the thirty years that the act of 1858 bas been in force,
and sound public policy demands that the residue of the tillable doniain
should be husbanded for the use of actual settlers-the overflow of pop·
ulous communities. The timbered land also demands protection.
· Hundreds of thousands of acres of surveyor-generals' scrip bave been
issued and applied upon ''offered'' land within tlie past thirty years,
and the beginning of the end does not seein to have l)een reached. A
million acres more of such indemnity, it is reported, are still "due land
claimants of Louisiana," and no estimate is available showing the quantity which may hereafter be required to satisfy ~imilar c]aims in Florida
(where there is_a surveyors-general), or in Missouri, Mississippi, and other
States having no surveyors-general.
Claims from the last-mentioned States would be presented directly
to the Commissioner of the General Land Office for determination as
surveyor-general ex officio.
As this class of land scrip is applicable only upon such lands as are
obtainable at prh'-ate cash entry, at the minimum price of $1.25 per
acre, it can be worth uo more to any one than its ostensible face value,
and the Government simply loses $1.25 upon the location of each acre
of it. Viewed in this light, no land is lost through the operation of the
aforesaid act. The scrip is used in lieu of cash by the locator per se
and by the pre-emptor and homesteader under the provisions of the act
approved January 28, 1879 (Stat., 20, 274). But considering the intricacy of many of these claims, the time devoted to them by surveyorsgeneral and their assi tants, by the employes of this office, and by the
law clerks of the Department in appealed cases, etc., the loss in money
to the Government upon each acre of scrip issued and located is far in
exce of the nominal value-of the land so entered.
I accordingly make the following suggestions: Such legislation as
would , ecnr to meritoriou claimant indemnity in ca h from the Treasnited State , at the rate of $1.25 per acre for lands lost in
ury f th
plac
reli v the land department of this class of cases, and
pr
ly · cur to the ucce or of the original confirmee a11 the ad·
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vantages they now possess under the act of 1858. This would, of course,
necessitate the abrogation of the third and fourth sections of said act.
If, however, the indemnity provisions of the act of 1858 are to remain
in force, in my opinion a reasonable time sh_ould be fixed by law within
which all such claims for land scrip must be presented to the proper
tribunal, to the end that this branch of business of the land department may be definitely settled an<l terminated, and voluminous records
and files connected therewith cease to accumulate. The expense and
labor incidental to the conduct of this one branch of public business
might then be diverted profitably into other channels.
RAILROADS.
ADJUSTMENTS UNDER ACT OF MARCH

3, 1887. ·

The act of March 3, 1887, authorizes and directs the Secretary of the
Interior to immediately adjust, in accordance with the decisions of the
Supreme Court, each of the railroad land grants made by Congress to
aid in the construction of railroads and heretofore unadjusted.
The second section of said act providesThat if it shall appear upou tbe completion of such adjustments respectfully [respectively], or sooner, that lands have been, from any cause, heretofore erroneously
certified or patented by the United States to or for the use-or benefit of any company
claiming by, through, or under grant from the United States, to aicl in the construction of a railroad, it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Interior to thereupon '
demand from such company a, reliuquishmentor reconveyanceto the United States of
all such lands, whether within granted or indemnity limits; aud if such company
shall neglect or fail to so reconvey such lands to the United States within ninety days
after tbe aforesaid demand shall be made it shall -t hereupon be the duty of. the Attorn ey-General to commence and prosecute, in the proper courts, the necessary proceedings to cancel all patents, certification, or other evidence of title heretofore issued
for such lands, and to restore the title to the United States.

In the majority of cases the quantity of land granted to each of the
several land -grant railroad companies is the quantity embraced within
the alternate odd or even numbered sections, as the case may be, within
the primary or granted limits of their respective grants. It is necessary,
therefore, in making the adjustments required by the above-mentioned
act, to make a careful examination by legal subdivisions of all the lands
in the alternate sections arid parts of sections within the primary limits
of the several grants in order to ascertain their area, and also their
status at the date of the attachment of the railroad right, i. e., the
date of definite location of the road. Such of said sections as are
shown by the records to have been vacant unappropriated public lauds
on that date inured under the railroad grant, and are so classified,
while lands that had been sold, reserved, or otherwise disposed of, or
to which the right of pre-emption or homestead had attached, are
treated as lost to the grant, and are so classified, the railroad company/
being allowed, under the indemnity provisions of its grant, to select
other lands in lieu thereof from its secondary or indemnity limits. A
further classification is also made of such lands in both granted and in-

/

/

38

REPORT OF TH~ SECRE'FARY OF TIIE INTERIOR.

demnity limits as are found to have been erroneously certified or patented under the grant, in order that proceedings may be taken to vacate
the title which paRsed to the company by such certification or patent.
bas been made iu the work
of adjustment,
Considerable progress
.
\
the examination and _classification of one wagon road and thirty-two
railroad grants having been completed. These adjustments, so far as
made, disclose the fact that seven railroads and one wa-gon road have
had lands certified or patented to them in excess of the amounts to
which they were legally entitled. The names of said roads and the
amounts thus wrongfully certified are as follows:
Alabama and Chattanooga, successor to the Wills Valley Railroad Company.
Little Rock and Fort Smith Railway Company ..••.. ..•••....... -----·--··
P ensacola and Georgia Railroad Company .•.••.......... . - ... ---· .•.. - . · ·
Alahama and Florida Railroad Company, Florida ....••....... -----------·
Atchison, To_peka and Santa, Fe Railroad Company .. ..... - • - •.. - - - -.. - - - - ·
Saint Paul, Minneapolis and Manitoba Railway Company, main line .... --·
Southwest branch Pacific Railroad .................. ......•..............
Coos Bay wagon road .••••....••.................•......... - - - ... - - - . - - --

.Acres.
72,054
5,224
6,406
19,048
82,688
20,411
2,400
10, ~59

Total ............ ______ ·----· .•.......•.. ____ ...•...........••.....

218,590

It wa& also found in nearly every road thus far examined that many
tracts 'which are shown by the records to have been covered by uncanceled pre-emption declaratory statements at the date of the attachment
of the railroad right have been c·ertified under the railroad grant.
These certifications, which amount to 395,000 acres, were the result
of former rnlings of the ·Department that a pre-emption settlement or
filing, if afterwards abandoned, was no bar to the attachment of the
railroad right.
ln your decision of July 9 last, in the case of William H. Malone v.
Union Pacific Railway Company, you held that the existence of a prima
facie valid pre-emption filing at the date when the right of the road
attached excepts the land covered thereby from the operation of the
railroad grant.
U n<ler the principle announced in this decision the above mentioned
certifications, so far as they include lands which were covered by prima
Jacie valid pre-emption filings at the date of the attachment of the railroad right, were erroneous, aud it becomes tbe duty of the Department
to take the necessary steps to vacate the certification, as provide<l. in the
second section of the act of March 3, 1887.
Accordingly the majority of the companies, the examination of whose
grant ha b en completed, have been furnished with lists of the lands
claimed to have been erroneou ly certified and allowed thirty days
within which to , how cau e why the same should not be reported to the
epartm nt for appropriate action under the act of 1887. Several of
th ... comp nie ha e filed th ir answers, which will be submittect to the
rtment with my pinion n the qne tion involved as soon as poshH th r hav a k d n<l have b en grant d an extension of time.
ari ing u
th pplication of sundry settlers in the State
cc cc cc cc
• ta, king th in titution of uit by the Government to va-
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cate the certification of certain lands to the Winona and Saint Peter
and the Saint Paul and Sioux City Railroad _Companies, has been submitted for the consideration and action of the Department.
BURLINGTON AND MISSOURI RIVER RAILROAD IN NEBRASKA.

By the act of July 2, 1864, a grant was made to the Burlington and
Missouri River Railroad Company to aid in the construction of its road
from the Missouri River to a junction with t,he Union Pacific Railroad
at the one hundredth meridian of west longitude. Under this act the
railroad company definitely located its road between the points mentioned in ~he granting act.
By act of Congress approved May 6, 1870, the company was authorized to relocate a portion of its road and to connect with the Union Pacific Railroad at or near the Fort Kearney Reservation. It was-provided,
however, that such relocation should not change the location of the land
grant, and that the company should receive no different or oth~r or
greater quantity of land than it would have received if no phange had
been made in the location of its road.
Under this act the company relocated and constructed its road so as
to connect with the Union Pacific Railroad near Fort Kearney.
In the case of the United States v. Burlington and Missouri River
Railroad Company (98 U. S., 334) the Supreme Court held that the
grant was one of quantity-ten sections per mile on each side of the
road-but that selections could not be made on one side of the road to
make up a deficiency on the other.
In the selection and patenting of its lands the company was allowed
credit for 186.11 miles of road, and the grant south of the road being
deficient, it was allowed to make good such deficiency from the lands .
north of the road.
By office letter dated November 24, 1884, the attention of the department was called to the fact that the company had been allowed to
make up the deficiency in its grant in the manner above set forth. The
case having been remanded to this office for further report was again
submitted to the department with office letter of December 16, 1886,
wherein my predecessor held that the company was entitled to lands
for but 182.45 miles~ the distance of the line of original location from the
Missouri river to a point as far west as that at which the constructed
line intersects the Union Pacific Railroad.
On this basis the company would be entitled to 1,16·7,680 acres on
each side of its road, and as it has received 1,368,044.70 acres· on the
north of its road I recommended the institution of proceedings for the
recovery of the lands patented in excess of the amount to which it is
entitled.
'
March 29, 1888, you affirmed the decision of this office and directed
that the necessary steps be taken to recover the lands erroneously
patented.
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The lands constituting this excess are now being designated as rapidly as possible, and upon the completion of such designation the company will be called upon to reconvey to the United States, and should
it refuse or fail to do so the matter will be reported to the department
for. the institution of suit.
A reconveyance by the company, or a favorable decision by the court
in the event of a refusal or failure to reconvey, will result in the restoration of 200,000 acres to the public domain.
THE GUILFORD MILLER CASE.

In your decision of the 2d of August last in the case of the Northern
Pacific Railroad Company v. Guilford Miller you held as follows :
The grant of July 2, 1864, provided for a statutory withdrawal when the map of
general route was filed. This statutory withdrawal became effective in Washington
Territory when the map of July 30, 1870, was filed and approved. The statutory
withdrawal, once exercised, was thereby exhausted and could not be repeated, and
it continued in duration until the definite location of the road.
It therefore follows that the filing and acceptance of an amended map of general
route was without authority oUaw, and the executive withdrawal made by the_ orde1·
of the Commissioner of the General Land Office on the filiug of said map was without
validity or sanction of' law.
The language in section six of the granting act, which expressly directed tlu1:t the
homestead and pre-emption laws should be "extended to all other lands on tlle hne of
said road when surveyed, excepting those hereby granted to said company,_" was a
mandate effectually prohibiting the exercise of the executive authorit;v to ~1thdraw
any "lands on the line of said road;" and an order made on definite location, coutinuing in effect for indemnity purposes, such a withdrawal is in violation of law and
without effect, except as notice of the limits within which the company would be entitled to select indemnity.
A. tract of public land not within the limits of the statutory withdrawal on general
route of 1870, but falling within the indemnity limits on definite location, was free
from the operation of' the grant, and subject to appropriation under the general land
laws, until such time as properly selected by the compa·ny under the direction of the
Secretary of the Interior.

This case has been pending in this office and the Department since
November, 1884, and a large number of cases-about two thousand-in
which the facts are similar to those in the Miller case have been suspended by this office, awaiting the decision of the Department on the
questions involved. These cases can now be acted upon without further
delay.
The second part of ~he decision, that relating to the indemnity withdrawal, is applicable to all lands within the indemnity limits of the
grants to the Northern Pacific, the Atlantic and Pacific, the Soutberu
Pacific, the California and Oregon, and the Oregon and California Railroad Companies. The grants to these companies are the five largest
grant containing an indemnity provision, the aggregate area of the
indemnity land affected being about 17,836,000 acres.
REVOCATION OF INDEMNITY WITHDR.A.W .A.LS.

On Angu t 13, 15, and 17, 1 7, your predecessor, Secretary Lamar,
revoked th indemnity withdr wal theretofore ordered for the benefit
f tw nt - w railr
.· and tw wagon-roads, and directed that the
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lands covered thereby be restored to the public domain and opened to
settlement under tbe general land laws.
The necessary instructions for the restoration of the lands affected
by said orders were duly issued to the registers and receivers of the
proper land districts, as the result of which more than 21,000,000 acres
were restored to settlement and entry.
On December 15, 1887, similar orders were issued for the restoration
of the indemnity lands of twelve additional railroads, which orders were
duly carried into effect.
No estimate of the number of acres affected by these orders has been ·
made, the amount in each case being small, consisting mostly of isolated
kacl&

·
RAILROAD ·sELECTIONS.

The number of acres of railroad selections pending at the close of tbe
fiscal year was 25,429,866.11, an increase of 5,217,572.02 acres. Of this
amount 21,660,846.88 acres were selected by railroad companies whose
roads were not completed within the time required by their respective
grants.
For several years legislation looking to the forfeiture of the grants to
these roads has been pending in Congress, and this office, in order to
avoid complicating the matter by passing the legal title out of the
United States, has suspended their selections and withheld certification or patent, as the case may be, for the lands embraced therein.
Under the principle announced by the Supreme Court of the United
States in the case of Schulenburg v. Harriman (21 Wall., 44), that until
a forfeiture is declared either by legislation or by judicial proceedings
authorized by law the title to the lands granted remains unimpaired in
the- grantee, this office, notwithstanding the manifest failure of the
companies to comply with their obligations, is powerless to treat their
grants as forfeited and to restore the lands covered thereby to the public domain.
The number of selections of this class is constantly increasing, and
as this office can not do otherwise than recognize the grants under which
they are made as being in full force and effect it is of the utmost importance that the question of forfeiture be settled as early as practicable.
Full information respecting the several roads which were not completetl within the time required by law has been furnished Congress
from time to time. In all such cases the railroad companies are clearly
in default, and, in my opinion, tile power to enforce the forfeiture of
their grants should be exercised, for it is impossible for these companies
to successfully maintain that there bas been a waiver of the right of
forfeiture on the part of the Government, in view of the fact that ever
since the dates of their non -compliance with the express terms of their
respective grants,in almost every instance, legislation has been pending
in one branch of Congress or the other, though as yet ineffectual, look-

\
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ing to and insisting on decla·r ations of forfeiture as against these defaulting companies.*
I accordingly recommend the forfeiture of all lands granted in aid of
the construction of railroads which are coterminous with those portions
of the several roads whioq. were not completed within the time limited
by their respective granting act~ or the acts amendatory thereof.
' t.,;

THE SWAMF-1~ND GRANT.
The claims presented to this office undet the acts of Congress relatmg
to swamp and overflowed lands during the year cover 781,857.59 acres,
making the total amount clai~ed under said acts to date 78,189,130.65
acres.
Patents have issued during the past year for 96,515.19 acres, and the
amount patented to the several States to date has reached the enormous aggregate of 56,840,251.09 acres.
The following statement shows the amount of land patented to each
of the States to which the grant has been exteuded (the approval of the
State of Louisiana under the act of March 3, 1849, having the force and
effect of a patent):
A~

~

f;~~~1:a~ :::::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 7,iii:~~~:~1
Cali~ornia .• - - •.. - - - . - - - - · · - - - - · - · · · -- · • • • • · · · - - - · - - - · · • • • • · · · • · · · · · 1~' t~g, ~i~: ~~ /
~§1~~::::::::::;;:;::;;;;:::!:::::!:::;;\:\\\~\\:\:\~\\\ii\~\\\\\\

!i*Ii~!:it

Louisiana, act of 1849 ... __ .. _.•....• _.•........ _•.. ___ •. . . . • • • . . • . • • 8, 708, 3713. 03
Lo isiana, actof1850 ...........................................••..
225,172.32
Michigan........................................................... 5,667,304.64
Minnesota . _....... __ .. _..•.... _•... __ ..... __ .• _. _•..• _. _. __ .•. ____ • 2, 84G, 324: 88
Mississippi ...............••••..........•.. ______ ...•.............•.. 3,258,746. 6ft'

~~~~o~~~:::::::::::::::::::::~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 3,4~;;i!8:~~

W'fs~~~si~-::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::-::::::::::::::::::::

3, 3~~; ~~~: ~~

Total .................... .' ...............•.......•.....•...•.. 56,840,251.09

Under these acts, within a period of less than forty years, the title to
an area greater than the States of New York, New Hampshire, Ve~mont, Mas achusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, and New Jersey bas
pa sed from the General Government to the fifteen States to which these
act apply. The grant has not been extended to the States of Kansas,
Nebra ka, evada, and Colorado, nor to the everal Territories. It is
a notori us fact that from the beginning of tile work of adjusting these
grant the claim pre ented embraced large quantities of dry arable
land an the ffort f tbi office to a certain the tracts properly subj ctto th grant· a d r j c the fraudulent claims have frequently failed,
will be found a. tat m nt b wing the xtent of construction
f h time limit d and forfeiture bills pending.
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and thousands of acres of land valuable for agricultural or other purposes, and by no means so swampy or subject to overflow as to be thereby
rendered unfit for cultivation, have been patented to these States.
Most of the States elected to make selections by their own agents
and furnish evidence that the lands so selected were swamp or overflowed within the meaning of the grant.
These agents were generally compensated at a certain rate per acre
for the lands selected, but actuated by self-interest they returned large
quantities of dry land as inuring to the States under the granting acts.
By the acts of March 2, 1855, and March 3, 1857, Congress sought to
bring the matter to a close by confirming the selections made up to that
date;, but notwithstanding the fact that by these acts all inquiry as to
the character of the lands claimed was thus cut off, and a large quantity of land known to be dry was given to the States, claims for large
amounts of land not within the terms of the- original grants have been
presented to this office since the passage of these acts. There i.s no
limit of time for presenting such claims, and there is no prospect of a
final adjustment of the grants for man§ years to come.
The acts of March 2, 1855, and March 3, 1857, also provided indemnity to the States for swamp and overflowed lands disposed of by the
United States for cash, warrants, or scrip between the date of the
original grant and March 3, 1857, and under these provisions more than
$1,500,000 has been drawn from the Treasury and nearly 600,000 acres
of good agricultural land patented as ind~mnity, mainly because of the
diligence of State and county agents, who were paid a percentage of
the amount secured.
The original grants were made for the expressed purpose of enabling
the States to construct the levees and drains necessary to reclaim the
swamp and overflowed lands within their limits, and it was required
that the proceeds of the lands should be applied to the reclamation of
the same, which was as worthy and meritorious an object as that, for
which any grants of the public lands, save, perhaps, educational grants,
were ever made. Many of the States transferred their claims to the
counties, and the money realized from the sale of the lands, or from the
claims to indemnity, has been used for the construction of roads, bridges,
public buildings, and purposes other than that contemplated by the
granting acts. In some States these lands have been disposed of in
large quantities for a merely nominal consideration or granted to railroad and other corporations. Only a small part of the proceeds has '
been devoted to the reclamation of the lands, and the intention of the
grant has either been defeated in this manner or utterly ignored.
From the beginning the States, or their grantees, have through their
agents spared no efforts to increase their claims, and it is to be regretted that in many cases these-efforts have succeeded because of the
lax administration of the laws or the too liberal construction placed
thereon. The rigid scrutiny to which such claims have been subjected
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under the orders of my immediate predecessor, which have been continued in force since my assumption of the duties of this office, has resulted in a great saving to the Government, and the amount of claims
presented, especially for indemnity, has decreased very materially.
Heretofore agents, armed with authority to represent the State and
prosecuting claims upon commissions amounting sometimes to 50 per
cent. of the proceeds, have presented claims for lands or indemnity and
have managed to enlist representatives of the States in support of their
claims, thus securing patents or money for large areas of valuable ]and
not swamp or overflowed.
In all cases these claims are now carefully investigated by agents
employed for that purpose, and until these investigations are concluded
and the agents' reports ·received no action ·is taken on the claims.
DurJng .t he past year indemnity has been awarded to the · amount of
$30,528.32 and 8,486.44 acres in other land, while indemnity claims covering _233,656.93 acres have been disallowed. Claims to 71,368.12 acres
oflarids "in place" have also been rejected.
The special agents for whom appropriation has been made heretofore
were diligently employed until the 1st of June, when the appropriation
_ was exhausted and the agents were.necessarily furloughed without pay.
-The result of their work is shown by the figures above given. In
addition to the foregoing, I would state that out of over 233,000 acres
claimed as swamp and overflowed land by the State of Oregon recent
reports of agents of this
office,
made after examination of said lands in
/
;
the field, show that over 111,000 acres are dry lands.
Many complaints have reached this office that in the State of Minnesota, wher& the fielu-notes of the public surveys have been agreed upon
as the basis for adjustment of the State's claims, surveys have been
falsely and corruptly made and large bodies of land, especially in the
northeastern p~rt of the State, valuable for agriculture or for the minerals and timber found thereon,' have been fraudulently returned as
swamp or overflowed. These surveys, it was alleged, were inade in the
interest of railroad and mil}.ing companies, to which grants or sales of
swamp land have been made by the State. In September last Dr. L.
J. Woolen, chief of the s:wamp land division of this office, was detailed
to examine certain lands in the Duluth district, to ascertain whether the
returns of the deputy surveyors showing a large area of swamp land
were correct. His report shows that most of the surveys made in that
di trict since 1880 are fraudulent and unreliable, and that as tbe result
thereof many tracts of valuable land, not swampy or overflowed, have
been patented to said State. This report was submitted to the Department on the 28th of April la t, with a recommendation that lands in
aid di trict claimed y the State, urveyed since 1880, be examined in
the field by agent of thi office, in tead of relying on the returns of the
deputy urv or , and that all approvals of wamp lands in the district

PUBLIC LANDS.

45

not patented be revoked and the right of the State to the lands deter-·
mined by examination in th~ field.
The area of the State of Florida is 37,931,520 acres, and the selections
of swamp and overflowed land made by the agents of s.a id State reported to this office cover 20,259,389 acres. The selections in many
cases embrace whole townships.
In one of these townships, containing about 20,000 acres, all selected
and returned as swamp, and reported as such by former agents of' this
office August 18, 1879, and patented to the State February 14, 1880, the
field-notes of survey, under the most liberal construction that can be
placed on them, show but 1,560 acres to be swamp land, and in no case
does it appear from the field-notes that anything near the quantity
claimed by the State is of the character of land contemplated by the
grant.
It is my intention to have a thorough examination made of all the
lands claimed under the swamp grants by competent agents as soon as
practicable, and it is believed that much valuable land now claimed by
the States will soon be restored to settlement and entry without putting
settlers to unnecessary expense· and annoyance in securing homes on
these lands.
CONTESTS.
In April, 1887, steps were taken preliminary to the organization of a
contest division for this office, which, on June 1, 1887, res·ulted in the
order. ot your predecessor directing that such a division should be
formed.
The result has fully justified the action taken. In spite of crowded
quarters and inadequate force gratifying progress has been made on
this highly-important class of work. By the appropriations for the
fiscal year ending June 30, 1889, provision was made for the appointment of ten '' special examiners of contests," etc., at 9$2,000 per year
each. At this time (September 15) six of these new examiners are at
work. The benefit which was expected to be derived from the appointment of competent lawyers at a reasonable compensation to work on
these cases has been realized. Already these clerks, who were appointed only on full assurance of their competency, are writing excellent decisions, and are materially assisting in disposing of contest appeals.
This class of work is nearly two years behind, and the number and
intricacy of cases is constantly increasing. During the year 22,588
contests were in the files of this office, and 14,408 cases were finally dis.
posed of, leaving a balance undisposed of July 1, 1888, of 8,100, as com.
pared with 11,378 pending July 1, 1887. This gain of 3,278, however,
was almost entirely in the class of unappealed c~ses, which are now noi

much over ·six months in arrears,
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COMPILATION OF MAPS.
Much work has been done on the general map of the United States
and on separate maps on a larger scale of separate States and Territories.
A manuscript map of the United States, compiled under a contract
made in 1884, was thoroughly revised, especially in the portions representing the States and Territories in the far west. A contract for issuing an edition of 5,000 copies of this revised map was awarded to Mr.
Isaac Friedenwald, of Baltimore, on October 31, 1887, and on February
17, 1888, the official original sheets were sent him. It is expected that
the delivery of these maps, completed, will ~oon begin.
Under an extension of a contract made by my predecessor the following State and Territorial maps have been received, the originals
having been compiled and traced during the year:
Arizona, 1,500 copies; Indian Territory, 1,500 copies; Louisiana,
1,000 copies; Minnesota, 2,000 copies; Montana, 2,000 copies; Ohio,
1,500 copies; Wyoming, 2,000 copies; Michigan, 1,500 copies (not yet
delivered).
A new map of Washington Territory is also almost completed, of
which 2,000 copies will be printed.
A detailed statement of this branch of the work, viz : compiling
township plats, examining and reporting on maps sent to the land
office by railroads, asking rights of way through the public land, and
maps of preliminary location of roads, making land-district maps, making maps of land grants, maps of private claims, maps of Government
reservations, and much other miscellaneous work will be found in Appendix L to this report.
FRAUDS AND TRESPASSES AGAINST PUBLI0
LANDS.
The work of the special agents during the last fiscal year has been
effective both in suppressing the unlawful speculations in the public
lands and in fully developing the facts in many extensive and :flagrant
frauds. The t.ime of the agents for the investigation of entries has
been principally devoted to examining clusters of entries alleged to have
been made io the intere t ofcompanies or individuals who were attempting to acquire title by illegitimate means to large tracts of the public
domain or of ingle entries in which the fraud was instigated by parties
oth r than the entrymen, and in procuring evidence and conducting the
trial on the part of the Government in such cases wherein hearings
had been r<lered. A reference to a few of the conspicuous cases, and
to th charact r f ome of the entries investigated by the agents will
n th il rtanoo of the ei:vice -performed,
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In California on~ agent has been almost exclusively engaged on timber-land entries made upon redwood lands in the Humboldt distric·t and
in aiding the United States attorney in procuring and preparing the testimony for the criminal prosecution of some of the parties who committed the frauds. A great majority of the entries investigated were
found to have been in tbe names of poor and ignorant people, wbo had
never seen the lands, and who, immediately after the issuance of the
:final certificates, transferred their respective claims to syndicates or
individuals dealing in lumber or timber lands. The facts and circumstances generally indicate that the entrymen were induced for a small
consideration to make the entries for the benefit of the persons to
whom the lands were conveyed.
The other agent in California has examined ·a large number of ~gric"ultural entries made upon lands valuable chiefly and in many instances solely for the timber thereon and for the purpose of transferring the lands to speculators. He also investigated a large number of
timber-land entries. One batch of this class of entries, embracing
12,000 acres of land in the Stockton and Visalia districts, was examined
by one of the timber agents, and was found to have been transferred
to a San Francisco firm, who, it is alleged, induced the entrymen to
take up lands for their benefit.
Among the cases investigated in Oregon were eleven desert-land
entries, covering 6,000 acres, in the Lakeview district. Five of these are
alleged to have been made in the interest of one man, and the remainder
for another person upon lands not desert in character. Eight timberland entries upon 1,280 acres were examined and found to have been
mad'e for speculation and for the benefit of a firm who furnished the
money to pay for the lands and for the fees of the local officers, and to.
whom the tracts were conveyed immediately after final proof. Six preemption, homestead, and desert land entries, embracing 2,400 acres, in
another locality, were discovered to have been made for the benefit of
a firm of stockmen by their employes.
The special agent was also employed in investigating and conducting the trials in eighteen pre-emption entries, covering 2,800 acres, in the
La Grande district. The entrymen entered into a written agreement
with a certain land speculator prior to making their entries to t.ansfer
the land to him, which was done immediately after entry.
.
In the Seattle district, Washington Territory, trials were had and
conducted by the agent, involving seventeen pre-emption and .timber
land entries, covering about 2,700 acres. From the evidence in these
cases it appeal's to have been a scheme engineered by an agent of a
firm of Michigan lumbermen who were striving to obtain title to the
lands on account of their great value for tbe pine timber thereon. The
purchase-money was furnished by the agent of the firm, who also supplied the entrymen with provisions. The lands. were all transferred
to tu f\rm after entry, ancl. in som caisef) they toot mortgages uvon
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the same before the final certificates ~ere issueu. Twelve other timber-land ent~ies_for 1,900 acres in the same district were held for cancellation upon the agent's reports, showing that the lands were not
subject to such entries and that the claims were speculative and made
for the benefit of a thJrd party, to whom the lands were transferred
immediately after proof. Twenty:one entries, embracing 3,360 acres,
were · investigated and found to be fraudulent, the entrymen having
been hired to perpetrate the fraud by a land speculator, to whom they
were deeded after entry. A large number of entries made under
similar circumstances for the same individual had been previously
canceled.
The cases investigated in Arizona are principally desert-land and
timber-culture entries, which were found to be upon lands not subject
to appropriation by such entries, and most of them were made for the
benefit of third parties.
I shall mention only five cases in New Mexico. One inYolved fortyfive entries, upon about, 7,000 acres of land, extending 15 or 20
miles along the Arroya Tequexquite. The lands were conveyed to a
cattle company immediately after entry, pursuant to an agreement
with the entrymen, in most cases made before final proof. Fortyone pre-emption and homestead entries, embracing 6,500 acres, were
found to have been made in the names of mythical entrymen and
-sul>sequently conveyed by deeds purporting to have been executed
by the alleged claimants to a third party, who transferred them to
a cattle company. Ninety-one entries, embracing 14,500 acres, were
discovered to have been made at the instigation and for the benefit of
another cattle company. The lands lie along the Rio Grande River and
its tributaries, and control the water right for 15 or 20 miles. In San
Miguel County eighty-four entries of 160 acres each were investigated
and found ·to have been made in the interest of a cattle company. The
lands are along the canons, and were so located as to control the water
and all available lands in a large district. One of the boldest and most
flagrant frauds discovered was committed in the interest of a firm of
cattlemen in the Las Cruces district. Fifty-six of these entries, covering 10,500 acres, have been discovered to be fraudulent. The entry.
men ~ever lived upon their claims, and most of them were in the employ of the firm during the period of their alleged residence. Temporary hantie were placed ou the claims by the cattlemen for use in
- making final proof , all of which were immediately thereafter removed.
The land extend 20 or 25 miles along the Rio Pecos. While the entrie, in the above-mentioned cases in New Mexico only cover about
52,0 0 acr , th y actually control an immense territory by appropriating all the water in the respective localities. The cattle.men are
m ·t r f the c untry, and they domineer and rule the people in
th ir vi init i u 11 a way a t make it exceedingly diffiQH t to iDd,nce
gi
ncl
f th fraudulent trau action .
·
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In Colorado the agents have investigated a large number of important cases. In the southern part of the State :fifty-seven homestead
entries, upon 8,000 acres of very :fine coal land, were fou-nd to have been
made in the names of :fictitious persons. Forty-two of the entries were
made by one man and fifteen by another. The patents having issued
the investigations were for the purpose of having suits instituted in
the courts to set them aside. In another section of the State thirty
entries, covering 4,800 acres of grazing lands along certain water-courses,
were found upon investigation to have been made for the benefit of a
ranchman, who thereby ·obtained control of a much larger territory,
the adjacent lands being worthless without the use of the water cont.rolled by these entries. Similar frauds were discovered in other parts
of the State. Seventy-eight desert-land. entries, embracing 48,000 acres,
were entered in the Cheyenne district, Wyoming, and transferred immediately after proof to a land and ditch company, which bad been
previously organized for the purpose of acquiring title to said lands.
Most of foe entrymen lived in the eastern States and had never seen
the land, nor did they make any expenditure thereon. The purchasemoney and all other expenses were paid by the company, who evidently
used the names of the entrymen in making the entries.
'rhe agent has spent a considerable portion of his time in procuring evidence and preparing himself for the trial in anot,her batch of :fifty-five
desert-land entries made under similar circumstances. These entries
cover 35,000 acres, and the final proofs were made alleging the reclamation of the tracts, which was found not to be true. These entrymen
all lived in the eastern States and were never in Wyoming, and had
no interest in the lands, and took no part in making the entries except
to sign their names to the entry papers.
In Montana a large number of desert-land entries were discovered to
have been made on good agricultural lands. Thirty-three entries of this
kind, embracing 21,000 acres, were in one locality. In another place
ten entries, upou 6,000 acres, were found to have been made in the interest of a land and cattle company.
The agents in Utah and Idaho have investigated several clusters of
entries made in the interest of parties to whom the lands were conveyed
after final proof.
Tbe same is true of the agP-nts in Dakota, although I find a greater
number of frauds in single entries there than elsewhere. In one locality
seven pre-emption entries were made in the interest of a cattle company.
·rhe entrymen were cowboys, and never resided on the lands. The only
improvements were a log pen on each claim antl a few furrows plowed.
The fraudulent entries in Minnesota have been principally upon the
pine lands in the northern portion of the State. It appears from the
reports of the agents that many pre-emption and commuted homestead
entries in the Duluth and Saint Cloud districts have been made upon ·
lands not suitable for agriculture and only valuable for minerals or tho
INT 88-V0L l--4
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timber thereon. The claimants go upon the land, erect a temporary
shanty, and occupy it a very short time, partially clear a quarter or a
half acre, aud then make their final proofs and leave the country. The
country is inaccessible and uninhabited. Many townships which were
entered under the pre-emption and homestead laws are found to contain
no traces of ever having been occupied. Not one settler is to be found.
Consequently it has been very difficult to obtain evidence respecting the
claims, and tlte progress of the investigations has been slow and not
entirely satisfactory.
One otthe conspicuous cases in Nebraska in· which hearings were ba<l
during the year incl_u ded forty pre-emption and commuted homestead
entries in the McUook district, all of which were made in the names of
;mythical persons and for the benefit of a cattle company. About onehalf of the entries have been canceled upon evidence of the fraud, and
the remainder are awaiting action. In the North Platte district hearings were held in seventeen cases which developed the same character
of fraud, the entries, however, having been made in the interest of another company. Sixty-eight entries and filings upon lands in the same
locality bad been previously canceled upon evidence showing that they
were made for the benefit of said company.
In southern Kansas a great many Osage entries have been discovered
to have been made without any settlement whatever and in the interest
of land speculators. The same facts are shown in respect to pre-emption and commuted homesteaµ entries in other parts of the State. The
agents have also investigated and caused the disbarment of a large
number of land attorneys and agents, who were found to be engaged in
improper and unprofessional practices in connection with the public
lands.
The investigations in the southern States have revealed the fact that
most of the fraudulent entries in that section have been instigated by
and made in the interest of lumbermen and turpentine distillers.
Very little time of the agents or of this division has been given to
isolated claims which are still owned by original claimants.
It bas been found to be almost universallv the case that where fraud
has been committed there was a transferee ;ho had been conspicuously
connected with the transaction.
All of the abov •-mentioned entries were made several years ago. It
i · a fact that very little fraud bas been discovered in recent entries,
anu none where it wa · commi ted by corporations or individuals, who
were attempting to acquire title to large tracts of the public domain.
The few fraud discovered in entrie made within the last three years
hav been in i' late 1 claim , and not in clu ters of entries made iu the
inter t of yndicat · or indiYidual peculator , a was the ca e with
earli r fraud .
I fiud upon
aminati n that there ar 13,060 entri under inve tigation. Ten thou nd nine hundred and twenty-two of these were made
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prior to January 1, 1886, and 2,142 were made since ~hat time. So _t~at
about 84 per cent. of all entries suspended upon. evidence or suspicion
of fraud are old entries, whfoh were matle from two and a half to fl ve
or six years ago. Of the 2,142 entries made since January 1, 1886, I
find only 635 were withdrawn on specific charges of fraud. One hundred and seventy were directed to be investigated on charges made in
contests, which were subsequently abandoned. The remaining 1,337
are under investigation on general charges, the allegations in most of
the cases being failure to comply with law or that the lands were not
of the character subject to such entries. Fifty-two were held for invet:1tigation because they were within unlawful inclosures, and 160 on
account of the character of the land.
Many entries are included in the same charge, and a preliminary investigation as to the truth of the allegation may be sufficient to dispose
of them. Every precaution bas been taken to prevent recent entries
in which there was a suspicion of fraud from going to patent until
the facts could be ascertained, for the reason that great publicity has
been given as to what was required of claimants, and if they evaded or
violated the law it was done after being fully warned against it j and
for the further reason that tue evidence in such cases could be more
easily obtained and a more satisfactory investigation made.
It will be seen from the foregoing statement that there are com parati vely few charges against recent entries, and, judging from this fact
and the further fact that the charges against fraudulent entries have
heretofore been generally ma<le very shortly after the allowance of
the entries, I conclude that land frauds have been checked to a very
large extent. Another evidence of this fact is the great f'alling off in
abandoned contests and in the relinquishment of entries in localities
where collusive contests and fraudulent entries were used to keep the
lands in reservation until the speculator could sell the relinquishment of
the entry or the waiver of his right under the contest to a third party.
This reform has been accomplished mainly by the rigid enforcement of
the circular of March 19, 1887, relative to the enrollment and disbarment of attorneys aud agents by the local officers, and the investigation of unprofessional and illegal acts of attorneys by the special
agents. This species of fraud has been practiced chiefly by disreputable land agents and attorneys. These facts, shown by the records
of this office, strongly corroborate the statements made by registers
and receivers, hereafter set out, to the effect that the active efforts of
special agents have largely aided in checking fraudulent practices.
While there may be instances of speculation iu the relinquishment of
entries and in collusive contests, they are only isolated cases, and are
not by parties who make a business of it. The advertisements containing long lists of relinquishments by land agents, which were so common
in the newspapers in certain localities a few years ago, have entirely
disappeared. A large number of hearings were held during the year
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in cases investigated by the agents. They not only procured the evideuce of the frauds, but conducted the trial in the capacity of representatives of tlle Gove;nment. These duties required a very higll de·
_ gree of intelligence and great vigilance. There bein g 110 law or power
to compel the attendance of witnesses at hearings, their evidence could
only be obtained by persuasion. The agents very often had to contend
with the best legal talent in the locality and the powerful influence of
wealthy corporations and individuals, who had become the owners of
the lands involved.
The timber ap:ents have -investigated many extensive timber depredations upon the public lands during the year and prepared the cases
for trial in the courts. Great care has been taken to impress upon
them the importance of confining their investigations to cases of magnitude and to the operations of parties who made ·a business of speculating in the pub.lie timber, and they have been repeatedly instructed
and warned not to take up their time in investigating small trespasses
by settlers, who had taken the timber for their own use, unless there
were aggravating circumstances connected with the trespass. The result has been fewer cases investigated, but involving larger amounts.
The value of the timber or material involveu in the trespasses reported
during the last fiscal year is shown by the records to be one-third larger
than that in the cases reported during the preceding year.
Among the important cases ip which suits have been or soon will be
recommended on the agents' reports are the following: In Arizona
two, against two different companies, one involving $143,570, and the
other $64,000 ; in Colorado two, one against a lumber company ,for
$52,000, all{l one against an indi viclual for $58,800; in Idaho two,
against different firms, one for $17,000, and the other for $7,250;
in Dakota two fur $20,000 and $J9,200, respecti":'ely; in Montana
two, one for $170~000 against a . mill company, and one for $38,400
against a lumber company; in California two against lumber firms
for $37,000 and $732,000, respectively; in Oregon suits against certain iudividuals for $215,500, and against a lumber company for
$54,400; and in Washington Territory two Ruits were recommended for
67,000 and $741,200, respectively. The suit against the Sierra Lumber
ompany to recover $2,000,000 for timber unlawfully cut from public
land i till pending. During the year a re-investigation of the tres.
pa: s and re ·urvey of tile lands trespassed upon were made at the
reqne t of the a, i tant nite<l. State attorney having charge of the
ui . It i elie ed that the evidence now iu possession of the officers
of tb
overnmen i ufficient upon which to recover the full amount
u 1 for. The nit again t tlle Northern Pacific Railroad Company
an 1th
ut na IrnproYem ent Company, in Montana and in Idaho, are
d for trial· an 1 11 •w and xten i e depredations by said
c mp, ni , ha '" h n iu Y :ti at d duriug the year, and every effort
m· c < ·b k lleir ld and defiant operations, but without
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The efforts to protect the public timber on the Pacific coast have had
better effect. Special Timber Agent J. M. Bernhardt, in a communication dated July 10, 1888, states that ." I find very few cases of timber
trespass where the work ltas been done recently. The vigilance of the
department and the prompt manner in which it has dealt with violators
of law during the last three years has put an effectual check on depredations in the State of Oregon." Agent Brockenbrough states in a letter dated July 9, 1888, that there had been a considerable decrease in the
number of timber depredations in Oregon during the past year as compared with former years.
Special Timber Agent Walter Virdrn reported from Santa Fe, N.
·
Mex., July 5, 1888, as follows :
Up to a comparatively recent period very loose notions prevailed i~ this Territory
relative to the right of saw-mill men, tie-cutters, a,nd others to take timber from unoccupied public lands, many believing that if suit should be brought against them
by the Government they would be allowed to settle at a low rate of stumpage, and
thns be relieved from further embarrassment. The filing of the suits above referred
to has already borne good fruits in creating a healthier moral sentiment than has
ever uefore prevailed here, and this effect will doubtless be heightened when the suits
shall have been decided, the Government being supplied with abundant proof to
snstain the charges made.

Iu Alabama, Florida, Louisiana, and Mississippi the greater part of'
trespassing has consisted in cutting and boxing pine trees for the
gum thereof, to be distilled into spirits of turpentine. The trees are
of'ten killed by the boxing, and if not, they are rendered worthless for
lumber. The prosecution of the distillers has, in a measure, checked
their operations and created a healthier sentiment in respect to the
rights of the Government in communities where such trespasses have
heretofore been committed. The office has been advised that many of
the distilleries which were formerly supplied with material taken from
the public lands have been removed and are now operating on products from private lands. Agent Vancleave states in a recent letter
that" I can now inform you that all the turpentine orchards reported
upon by Agent Griffin and myself in eastern Louisiana have been
abandoned, and no new orchards have been opened up by these depredators upon the public domain, because they have learned during tha
past three years, through your office and through the United· States circuit and district courts, where you have caused suits to be instituted
against them, that the boxing and chipping of pine timber upon the
vacant public lands and unperfected homestead entries is a trespass
wliich subjects them to both civil and criminal prosecution. These men
liave to some extent been made to feel the rigors of the law, and they
are not now quite so reckless in their disregard of the Government's
property right."
Reports have been received from western Florida indicating that
timber unlawfully procured from public land in that State is probably
being shipped in laTge quantities to foreign ports. The Italian firm of
E. Campo Donico & Co. is charged with having received 4,512,000 feet

54

REPORT OF 'i'ltE SECRETARY OP TltE 1NTERIO1t

of public timber, and probably exported a portion of the same. This
firm is composed,entirely of aliens, the majority of whom reside in Genoa,
Italy, and are succe!:lsors to the Italian firm of Piaggio Bros., rep0rted to
have despoiled the public lands of millions of feet of timber in years past.
The agents in Alabama in like manner report more t,han 17,000,000
feet of timber taken from public land in that State, run to Pensacola,
and there sold in the market or shipped to foreign ports.
At the suggestion of this office the Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, under date of April 9, 1888, directed the collectors of customs at
the ports of Pensacola and Mobile to co-operate with the agents of the
Interior Department in carry.i ng out the provisions of sections 2462,
2463, and 4205 of the Revised Statutes in the matter of not allowing
clearance to vessels laden with timber unlawfully procured from public
land.
In the States of Michigan, Minnesota, and Wisconsin the trespasses
in many instances have been found to be upon land covered by preemption or homestead entries, which were made simply as a cloak
under which to denude the land of the timber thereon. The action
of this office in the cases of Prell and Reagan and the Spaulding Lumber Company and the decision of the United States circuit court of
Michigan in the case ·of United States v. Murphy have had a most
salutary effect in those States.
The act of June 3, 1878, relative to the cutting and removal of timber by citizens from mineral lands in certain States and rrerritories for
mining and domestic purposes has been the cause of the public lands,
both mineral :yid agricultural, being denuued of timber by a class of
bold and desperate trespassers, who rob the Government under color
of right granted by said act, or rather use the act as a shield to prevent
their unlawful transactions and purposes from being discovered or punished. Companies have been formed and corporations organized with
immense capital, who employ large forces of men to cut and remove
the timber and ship it to their mills, where it is manufactured into lumber and sold in the general market, irrespective of what disposition or
use was to be made of it afterwards. Little, if any, attention is paid
to the character of the land, whether mineral or non-mineral, or to the
size of the trees cut, whether under or over 8 inches in diameter. Even
under a proper construction the act is entirely too broad in its terms,
and permit the public timber to be taken without such restrictions as
would be sugge ted by a due con ideration for the future interests of
the States and T rritories; but still greater injury results from tLrn
vague and indefinite language used, which gives color to a still wider
con truction and open the way to the most extravagant epeculation
in th public timber.
The act honld e , o amended a to prohibit the timber from being
c~t and r m v cl · ~ uy n exc pt a ttler for his own us in farming
i hi rniu
or for 1 m . ti · purpose .
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The force of timber agents is entirely too small to protect the public
timber.
CALIFORNI.A. REDWOOD CASES.

Referring to office report of 1886 and 1887 regarding certain entries of
land in the Humboldt (California) district under the act of June 3, 1878,
alleged to have been made in the interest of the Humboldt Redwood
Company, hearings have been held in regard to forty-seven of these
entries, and by office decisions of· March 29 and April 14, 1888, the
same were held for cancellation.
The testimony at these hearings showed that the entries were made
in the interest of a syndicate organized for the purpose of securing title
to a large tract of land very valuable for the redwood timber thereon.
The entries were shown to have been made by reckless and wholesale
perjury and subornation of perjury. Regular agents were employed,
who were authorized to offer men $50 each to make entries for such
land and to execute a deed of the same, the entrymen rarely knowing
to whom they transferred the land.
The parties who now claim the land made no attempt to contradict
the testimony offered by the Government relative to the fraudulent
character of the entries, or to show that the entries were made in good
faith.
The records of Humboldt County show that the land embraced in
about three hundred and sixty entries under the act of June 3, 1878,
amounting to about 57,UOO acres, has been conveyed to the trustees of
the Humboldt Redwood Company, composed of Scotch capitalists and
other parties, citizens of the United States, associated with them. The
timber alone on the land was estimated by one of their associates in
the venture, who is a timber expert of great experience, to be worth
$ u,000,000.
About ninety more of these entries have been held for cancellation
au<l hearings are now pending in regard to the same. Proceedings
have been instituted to set aside the patents issued on about one hundred and seventy-five of such entries, reports having been received
from special agents of this office to the effect that they were all made
iu a similar manner to those in which hearings have been held~ as state<l.
above.

'

REPORTS I1,ROM LOCAL OFFICERS.
Under date of June 6, 1888, I addressed to the registers and receivers
of the different la,nd offices throughout the Territories and land States
the following letter, t~ wit:
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
GENERAL LAND OFFICE,
REGISTER AND RF.CEIVER:

Washington, D. O., June 6, 1888.

GENTLE~rnN: Having commenced the compilation of data and information to be
embrac~d m my _next annual report, I desire you to furnish me, as soon as practicable, all information from your office that, in your judgment, would be useful knowl-
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edge to the public, but especially-do I want information upon the following points:
(1) Has the attempt to improperly acquire the public domain under any of the existing land laws decreased or increased since your incumbency; and if any change,
state causes¥
,
(2) ·Within your district under which of the existing laws by which the publio
domain may be acquired are the most attempts made to improperly acquire lands,
and what in your judgment is the cause of the same¥
(3) In what proportion is the speculative attempts to enter lands, as compared
with those of home-seekers?
·
(4) Any and all other usefulinformation touching the land interest in your district
to be furnished in a close and concise form on or before the 1st of August next.
S. M. STOCKSLAGER,
Commissioner.

My object in calling for this report from the local officers was this:
The policy of the present administration in requiring a full and substantial compliance with the various laws for the disposition of the public lands and in vigorously investigating charges of fraud perpetrated
against the Government bas been enforced now for over three years.
I desired to ascertain, from those having charge of the actual work of
disposing of the lands and coming into direct contact with the people,
whether any results have been accomplished by these efforts, which bad
-for their object the repression of the evils and abuses which had grown
up under former administrations, and which have been fully treated by
my predecessor in his reports.
The result of this call has been astonishing as well as gratifying. Responses have been received from fifty-seven offices in twelve out of the
sixteen public-land States and seven out of the eight Territories, to wit:
Alabama, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Kansas, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Nebraska, N~vada, Oregon, Wisconsin, Dakota, Idaho,
Montana, New Mexico, Washington, Wyoming, and Utah.
In response to .the first question, forty-six of the reports indicate a
decrease of attempts to improperly acquire the public domain, and most
of them do this in most emphatic terms. No report of an increase has
been received, although five substantially record no decrease, while six
are silent on the point. The reports as to the causes of this marked decrease in such illegal attempts are various. A large majority of the
reports ascribe the great improvement in such matters to the more rigid
rulings of the office and the department, the closer scrutiny exercised
by the local officers under official regulations in taking final proofs and
the use of the new forms for taking proof, and the cross-examination
provided for. A large percentage of the reports give as one of the
mo t marked cau. of improvement the active and efficient services
of the pecial agents of th office.
It i remarkable how th se officer , scattered over all parts of the
country, agree in the opinion that the timber-culture and pre-emption
law and the commutation f ature of the homestead law furnish the
readie t mean of a ·quiring public land improperly, while in the States
rt-land ntries are allowed that provision of
and T rri ori wb re
the 1 w i al g n r: lly ond mnecl. In the e p~rticulars the responses
of th local officer ery ·ignally upport and upplement my reports
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on pending and proposed legislation as to the disposal o~ the public
lands, heretofore made to Congress and further treated of elsewhere
herein. In this connection I call special attention to the report of the
register at tlie Duluth, Minn., land o~ce with regard to threatened frauds
under the recent act of February 8, 1887, a1lottiug lands in severalty to
uon-reservation Indians. I also call spech1l attention to the language
of the register at Wichita, Kans., giving his reasons for believing that
the homestead law alone should be retained.
The fifty-seven reports mentioned are printed herewith, even at the
risk of increasing my report to more than its usual length, for the reason that I think they present a remarkable showing and furnish much
useful information as to the actual workings of the present laws and
regulations, and give many suggestions that may be valuable in shaping legislation and official action in the future.
Said reports are as follows :
HUNTSVILLE, ALA.

Frank Coleman, register, and J. U. Street,, receiver, of the land office
at Huutsville, Ala., on July 27, 1888, write:
The iuterest in the public lands of this district has enhanced very greatly. Many
miles of railroad have within a few years been constructed in the territory of the
district, and pul>lic lands that were formel'ly very di.ffi13ult of access and generally
deemed to be of little value have thus been greatly increase<l. in value. It may b e
presumed that the tendency to "improperly" become possessed of such lauds has increased, in some measure, proportionable to their rapid enhancement in value.
We have had some complaint of fraud in the entry of mineral lands, and do not
<loubt that the greed for snch lands has been very tempting. Ail specific charges
that llave reached us have been duly reported.
\Ve llelieve the most attempts to acquire land improperly are under the pre-emption
laws. Here is found the cheapest plan, and it is m,ed in order to cover timber depredat.ions.
·with exception of t.be many suspicious circumstances Fmrrounding some of the
entrieti ma<le upon la.u<lH restored to entry by operation of the revised "mineral" list,
receive<l May 7, 1.:87, wn 1,elieve that the homestead entries of the district have very
generally been mac1P- in ~nod faith. In the great majority of cases the entryman is a
nativeoftheviui11i1 y u fthB larn1 entered.
·
LITTLE ~OCK, A.RK.

Register Yeakle and Receiver Quindley, of the Little Rock land office,
Arkansas, under date of July 11, 1888,, write:
The attempt ~o impro~er]y acquire the public domain under the pre-emption law
h_as decreased s~nce onr rncnmlJeuu.y (January 1, 1886). Fewer filings made; cause,
rigorous execution of the laws agarnst timber trespass under the administration of
th~ late_Comrnissi?ner Sparks and ~ourself. The homestead law is generally complied with, and failures to make sat1sfactot·v final proof is due in most cases to io-norance of the Jaw.
•
"'
Out of eleven hnndre<.l final homestead proofs which came before us for initial action
between ~ an uary 1, 18f:l6 , to June 30, 1888, we approved one thonsa.nd and sixty-four.
'l'he remamder were rejecte<.l for insufficiency of proof of residence in the majoritv of
cases, autl but two for ouvious frauch,.
~
We have no knowledge tbat the bomcstea<.l law is beinoabused to any material ex0
tent in this district.
We believe the pre-emption law to be largely used bv timber thieves and persons
wbo make. the filiu~ for speculative purposes. Out of twelve filings made at this
office, all timbered land, ~luring January, 1886, but three were transmuted to homestead entry, and none paHl out nuder th e pre-emption law. Not 1 per cent. of t,he
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filings made at this office under the pre-emption law are perfected, and not exceeding
20 per cent. changed to homestead entries by the persons who rnake the filings; they
are usually made either for the purpose of denuding the land of its valuable timber
under color of title, or for barter or sale of the relinquishment, most persons supposing that a filirig simply is treated in the nature of an entry.
We estimate that tO per cent. of the pre-emption filings made at this office are for
speculative purposes. The pre-emption law should be repealed, for the commutive
feature or privilege of the homestead law embraces all of its advantages.
S.A.N FRANCISCO, C.A.L.

Register W. 0. Bradford and Receiver M. Leigh, of 1,he San Francisco land office, under date of July 2, 1888, say:
.Attempts to improperly acquire the public domain under existing .1and laws have
tlecreased because of more stringent rules regarding final proofs and entries.
In all final entries, where proof is made in the local land office, the claimant and
witnesses are subjected to an oral examination in addition to the written forms,
whereby it is endeavored to ascertain the extent of their knowledge and many of the
little details of the case which would not otherwise appear. By this system of oral
examination the office is better able to satisfy itself as to the merits of the cas~, and
often to inform the intending settler of the uselessne8s of his endeavor to avoul the
requirements of the law. When the proofs are taken outside of this office we are
compelled to accept the evidence offered, and are precluded from making an o.ral examination. We find, as a general rule, that the majority of suspended entnes are
those in which tbe proofs were not taken in this office. We believe that the number
of speculative and fraudulent entries would be much decreased by reqniring all final
proofs to be taken before the register and receiver.
.
The first and most pressing need is an increased appropriation that the busmess of
the office may be brought up.
.
Wheu we assn med tbe duties of this office it was at a time when increase of bus1ness was jnst commencing. It has constantly increased since that time. W~ commenced with honest endeavors to make the admiuistration of thii, office a cred1t tons
aud an honor to the Depn,rtment. We sought to close up all of the work of our predecessors which camo unfinished to us, and to keep onr own work well in hand. But
the clerical force allowed us bas been entirely inadequate to our needs, and the e?ormous increase of our work has permitted the accuniulation instead of a decrease of the
unfinished lmsiness. The borne seekers of this district constantly and justly complain of the delays in this office, but we are powerless to relieve them.
.
We believe there should be a change in the charges of fees. In taking of testimon~,
where outside help is required, the parties of interest should be permitted to make theu
own terms as to price, and not, as is now the rule, pay 22½ cents per folio, when that
is :m excess of the charge made to us. There does not appear to be any go~d rea~ou
why the parties should be obliged to pay into the Treasury a sum of money for which
they receive nothing. 'l'hesame is true as regards foes collecteufor work done before
an officer other tbau the regi, ter or receiver.
Finally, we urge a spP,cial appropriation for this office, to be used for the purpose
of arranging, binding, and indexing Department letters from 1880 to date.
The l?;reatest number of fraudulent entries is under the timber-culture laws. There
are two primary causes; the first is the facility of speculating in the entries. .A t~mher-culture entry withholds the l~nd from settlement for one year, during which time
the entryma~ may di pose of bis claim to advantage. If he fails to make the exIlecteu pro~t rn th_e fir t year, be may retain it another whole year by the small o?tlay
nee ary m gettmg one of the neighbors to plow 5 acres more. At the end of two
y ar b~ may abandon and another party make a similar entry, and repeat the ~ormer
proc edrngs. In this way a tract may be withheld from settlement almost rndefiu it ly.
gain, tl1e timb~r-cnltur entr~ is made use of to withhold lands in order to tide
O\'(•r a prriocl until it b comes convenient to enter it under a settlement law. This
111·.te ice iii quit frequ nt.
'F~ ·ond cau is mor honest, if not quite so frequent. It is the difficulty of
r:u. mg th . ree~ from clima~ic caus s, there being no rains in our section, except for a
m: 11 portion of the year. Ihe man who honestly sets to work to secure the necesma' find his la.hors all undone hy the summer droughts. The
ar: ' r wth of tr
tnng n Y of tb law comp ls him after one or two failures to abandon his effort ,
.
.
an,l}i th n J • k aroun1l f r, ~,·ay to di pose of bis claim without loss.
\ al o no_t1
hat tn ny r . 1d nt of th citie ma.ke timber-culture entnes with
the t,:tp ·t t1on f · mplying with th law, having the necessary work done by hire<l
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tabor. It is really necessary to state. that in almost every case th~ re~ult ~as been
disa8trous and the entry abandoned. Out of several hundred entries m this office
but one final entry has been made, and no other attempt to enter has been made up
to this time.
STOCKTON, dAL.

Register George A. McKenzie and Receiver John E. Budd, of the
Stockton land office, California, under date of July 6, 1888, write:
Attempts to improperly acquire the public d_omain durin~ ~he past ~hree y~ars
under existing laws have sensibly de~rel;tsed, o:wmg to the dec1s10~s and 1?-struct1~ms
of the Department requiring clear and rnevas1ve. proof of. con:iphance :with reqmr~ments of law and the sea-rching and comprehensive exammat10n reqmred of applicants.
The timber-culture law in this district has been used as a cloak to cover fraud for
speculation to secure the use thereof for years by the payment of an entry fee, or to
reserve the same until the applicant can make entry under some other law. Out of
two hundred and thirty-seven applications made in this office there has never been a
final entry.
Attempts have also been made to enter timber land8 under the pre-emption and
homestead law, but they have been checked by the active efforts of the special agent
in this district in securing cancellations of filings and entries fraudulently made on
timber land under such laws and the prosecution of the entryman.
Attempts are made t,o enter timber lands in the interest of associations of persons,
but all such entries are being investigated by the special agent under directions of
the department. We make it a rule to notify the special agent of all suspicious entries.
We would respectfully suggest that the publication ofland notices under the rules
of publication in the place geometrically nearest the land does not give proper publicity in the mountainous regions of this district. The selection of a paper of general
circulation in each county, and the regulation of prices to be charged, would give
better satisfaction to settlers, more publicity, and enable local officers to exercise better supervision over publications and the rendition of publishers' affidavits in season.
Registers and receivers should have authority to issue subprenas for witnesses in
contested cases, to be served by officers and returned in the manner provided by the
code of civil procedure of the State. Witnesses, especially in cases instituted by t.he
department, are unwilling to appear unless compelled or constrained by proper process.
The percentage of specu1ative attempts to enter lands in this district is very small
and is decreasing, owing to the strict and searching course of examination and
proof required of compliance with law as to residence and improvements. The home
seekers have no difficulty in satisfying these requirements, but the speculator is corres~ondingly deterred thereby. The latter also seeks to make proof before the clerks
or Judges o[ the counties. As the latter have no particular interest in determining
the_good faith of a party, such proofs are usually prepared in advance and simply
verified on date of proof. .
BODIE, CAL,

John W. P. Laird, register of the land office at the Bodie, Cal., on
July 23, 1888, writes:
The attempt to i!llproper~y acquire the public do!llain has decreased sin~e my incumbency. I attnbute this decrease to the searchmg nature of the questions propounded to applicants on making final proof and to the rule requiring affidavits to
be made on the personal knowledge of the applicants.
Most of the attempts to improperly acquire lands in this district are made under
the pre-emption ~nd desert-land ht~s; under the pre-emption law, on account of the
sm~ll amou~t of 1mprover~ents required and because of the short period of residence
before makmg final proof; under the desert land law because no residence is required, and for the further reason that three years ti~e is given within which to
convey .w:ater upon t be land, without requiring any improvement to be made thereon,
or requ1_rmg the ~ntryma~ to expend a sum annually in th·e construction of ditches.
In grazrng count10s parties can well afford to pay 25 cents per acre if by doino·
so
0
they can sec1;1re the u~e of _the laud for. their stock for a period of thr~e years.
. Those entries made rn th1~ valley wh1ch have fallen under my immediate observat10n are mostly desert entnes, and I am fully- satisfied that one-third of them were
originally made for speculative purposes. If a rule was made requiring applicants
under the pre-emption law to make au affidavit at the time of ;filing the application
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that they had not ther&tofore had the benefit of said law, and also re'luiring them t.o
file non-mineral affidavits, as in other cases, it woulu shut off, to a great extent speculative entries. The most inj nry results from the desert-land law as it now exi'1ts as
large tracts are held under said Jaw by parties who are evidently holding the sa~e
for speculative purposes, and are thus, for a period of three years at least, effectually
preventing actual settlers from acquiring homes o°: the public domain. If a rulo
could be made allowing contests for failure to comply with the law before the expiration of the full period of three years, and upon the hearing of such contests, where
it is clearly made to appear that uo attempt has been made to app ropriate water or
to construct ditches to irrigate the land in q 1rnstiou aud au unreasonable length of
time has been allowed to elapse, then in such a case to declare forfeited such entriee,
the evil of the present law would be materially if not effectually checked.
HUMBOLDT, CAL.

R. W. Hutchins, receiver of the land office at Humboldt, Cal., on
July 10 writes:
The attempt to improperly acquire the public domain has decreased, for the reason
that land speculators and sharps have had less -encouragement since 1886. There aro
no lands in this district subject to entry under the timber-culture or desert act~.
In my opinion, the attempts of bona fide settlers and borne-seekers are far m excess of speculators, for the reason that the greater proportion of immigrants to this
district are composed of the class of persons who can content themselves upon rough
and rugged land so long as the climate is pleasant and the soil prodnctive, both of
which features predominate in this portion of California.
Good farming lands bordering upon and located in the vicinity of the Klamath
river, which would afford homes for one thousand families, are virtually placed out
of the reach of home-seekers by reason of inaccurate and suspend~d sur~eys. .
Many settlers are cleprived of the opportunity of completing their ~ntnes, and they
are harassed by mining syndicates of San Francisco, ·who are entermg the lands as
mineral for the sole pur-pose of acquiring title to farming and timber land and preventing actual settlement of the country by a class of citizens who would ue_glad to
make homes thereon. These mining syndicates are allowed to enter the land 1!1 the~
suspended tovrnsbips from under the actual settler, when the settler must wa1t until
the land bas been resurveyed before he can eomplete his entry, when really th~ land
entered is not actually mineral land and entered for other purposes than the ~meral
(it is claimed) that the land contains. And for a speedy relief for the settlers m that
vicinity, and for those who are desirous of obtaining homes therein, I wou~d _most respectfully urge th.at the township be resurveyed or reinstated as to the ?r~gmal survey, as to townships 11, 12, 13, 14 north, ranges 1, 2, 3 east, Humboldt mertd1an.
SHAS'l'A, C.A.L.

Sylvester Hull, register of the land office at Shasta, Cal., on July

22,

1888, writes :
Since my incumbency in this office the attempt to improperly ac'luire the public
domain under the pre-emption and homestead laws bas materfally decreased, tho
c:l'use being a more strict compliance with the requirements of said laws by pre-empt10n and horuestead settlers, which your office bas caused to be enforced.
.
In my judgment the grea.ter portion of the timber-culture and desert-land entries
made in this district are made to improperly acquire lands.
Tiu1ber-cnltnre entries are made by parties who have exhausted their pre-emption
and homestea_d rights and fl •sire to acquire more land. They mako a timber-cnltore
eut!Y, do as httle a pos. ible to comply with the requirements of the law, and make
their proof; aft r tha.t no timher is cnltivat d.
D s rt-la~d ntri s are made by p:1rties who desire to obtain large tracts of lann
~or peculat1Ve purpos , iu many instances, no doubt, on lands which are not dosert
m character. Many complaint are made by settlers to this office that large tracts
of land are h ld and controlled by parti sunder the de ert-land act which are not
de rt l~nd , aud th t snch would be settled upon L>y pre-emption and homestead
ttl rs 1f thPy w r all w.ed to ~o o-the can e., I think, being the fanlt of the l~w,
a nth t .th re 1 no 10rlnc mout for millmen to invest capital in puttmg
for th_
np mill aod ma lnnery for the ma.nufactnrn of lnmber aud other purposes unlc
~b
an ntr l mor th· n H;u acr ... or timb r land. To a poor man a timber claim
1, of no v· ln unl b1• can ~ll it. Him the iodnc m nt for peculative entries.
on_ ''l.n u · , h · gr at •r port1ou of su h claims pass into the hands of millmen or
' }II h t .
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SUSANVILLE, CAL.

J.E. Pardee, register of the land office at Susanville, Cal., on July
28 writes:
There are undoubtedly fraudulent entries made and. attempted t,o be made in th.is
district but I have no positive knowled_ge of any specific cases, although I have suspicions (not founded, however, upon evidence).
.
.
My belief is that more fraudulent attemp~s are made to acqmre title to _Government
Jand under the pre-emption law :wd the timber an<l. stone act of June 3, 1878, th!1n
uu<l.er all others; divided about equally between these t~o ulasses, cau~e~ by d~sire
on the part of large stock owners to olitain title to certam l~nds contamrng sprrngs
(and therefore being the key to large ranges), also to lands smtable for pasturage and
hay 1ands.
.
. h" d ' t · t
Home-seekers comprise a large preponderance of the applicants rn t 1s 1s ric •
GUNNISON, COLO.

Register Frank P. Tanner and Receiver l\i. T. Allison, of the Gunuison land office, Colorado, under date of July 11, 1888, say:
The attempt to improperly acquire ti~le ~o p_nbltc land has larg_ely decr~ased since
the installation of the present officers of this district. The cause rn found _rn the fact
that Special A~ent Edwin S. Bruce has reported a large number of entries for c~ncellation, which has created a feeling amoug the settlers that they rnn~t c?mply w1t_h
the law in regard to residence and improvements before they can acqmre title to their
claims.
More attempts are made to improperly acquire the pnblic domain under the preemption than under any other law. 'rhe cause is found in the fact that only six
mouths are required to perfect title, where under other provisions a much longer time
is required.
As near as we are abll'I to judge, the speculative attempts to enter lands will probably reach 10 per cent. of the total entries.
LAMAR, COLO.

Register Frank P. Arbuckle and Receiver Frank H. Shrock, of the
Lamar land office, Oolorado, under date of' July 12, 1888, state:
Attempts to improperly acquire the public domain have uot.iceably decreased since
our incumbency, and we attribute thi8 decrease to the fact that the locatiou of this
new land office brings the perpetrator within easy reach of the vigilance exercised
by the local office, resulting in rendering these fraut.ls very difficult and dangerous.
Prosecutions before the United States court have been commenced,and, as we believe,
will be carried to a succet:isfnl is8ue on account of frauds perpetrated in this district.
Another cause operating is a decrease iu the rm,h of immigration and a consequent decrease in the eagerness to acquire puulic laud.
We believe that t,he pre-eruption law bas resulted in the acquirement of fraudulent
title to public lands to a much greater extent than auy other, excepting, perhaps, the
commuted feature of the homestead law. Greater and more numerous frauds have
been perpetrated under the timber-culture law, but they have only resulted in the fraudulent transfer and sale of relinqni8hments and the repeated entering of the same
tract, and have not permanently deprived the United States of the lan<l..
It is hard to estimate the proportionate fraudulent applications to those of honest,
home-seekers. We believe, however, that those desiring to make actual, permanent
homes of the public domain are not in exce8s of 60 per cent. of the whole. This is
merely a rough approximation, as we have no means of knowing the extent of the
fraudulent claims.
We ~elievethat an amendment of the provisions of the circular of March l9, 1887,
reqmnng every attorney, agent, or other person authorized to do business before the
land office in _the interests of other parties to pass examination Lefore the local office
would result m suppressing a very large proportion of the frauds and hardships now
perp~trat~d by those practitioners, as it is quite evident that, no matter what th!:l
quahficat10ns or character, any one can obtain snch a certificate as is deemed compliance with the provisions of the circnlar above mentioned .
. More libera~ appropria~ions for clerk _help in maximum offices would allow the register and receiver more time to closely mspect all suspicious papers or other matters
brought before their offices, and thus enable them the better to conserve the interests
of the Govemment.

/
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PUEBLO, COLO.

W. Bayard, register, and J. R. Kilbourn, receiver, of the land offico
at Pueblo, Colo., on July 16 write:
·
'I'he attempt to improperly acquire the public domain under existing laws haM decreased fully 50 per cent. since our incumbency.
We mention three causes: First, the careful scrutiny and exacting examination to
which all final proofs on agricultural entries are subjected in this office before final
papers issue; second, the preAence of many immigrants and prospective applicant
for public domain from the Middle and Eastern States, who are seeking homes and
instigating contests against fraudulent or unlawful entries, and so exercise a check
on the would-be greedy despoilers of the public domain.
The general policy of the administration " in the protection of bona fide settlers,
the suppression of fraud, the prevention of land monopoly, and preservation of tbe
public domain for actual inbabitancy by the people," has exerted a potent and widespread influence on large proprietors, cattle-kings, and land monopolists.
In this district the largest number of attempts to improperly acquire lands under
existing laws has been made under the timber-culture and coal laws.
The proportion of speculative attempts to enter lands compared with those of homeseekers is about one-third of the whole.
HURON, DAK.

Register J. S. McFarland and Receiver E. M. Miller, of the Huron land
office, Dakota, write :
The attempt to improperly acquire title to the public domain has largely ~ecre~sed
since our incumbency in office. We think there are several reasons for this: First,
there has been but little emigration to this part of the Territory; Recond, tlte lands
still unoccupied are not so desirable as those taken before our incumbency, and a
patented claim_ now will not bring much more than a relinquishm ent would cost a
few years ago; and lastly, the people fully realize now that to acquire title ~o 13:~ds
they must strictly comply with the law as to continuous residence and cult1vat10n,
which all are, with few exceptions, trying to do.
.
We think there is but little attempt now to acquire title improperly to ~h:e publtc
domain under either the homestead or pre-emption laws, but it is our opm1~m that
under the timber-culture law many of the filings macle are for mere speculat10n, and
not with intent to _finally acquire absolute title by complying with. the law. No
doubt some of the timber-culture entries are made by persons who desire to bold tho
land uutil they can make tina1 homestead or pre-emption proof on land they now occupy, when they will relinquish their timber-culture entry and :file thereon a homestead or pre-emption and occupy the land.
We think the speculative attempts to enter lands, as compared with home-seekers,
at the present time is small.
Contests for the purpose of holding lands for speculative purposes have largely ~ec~eased. We have made itarule that contest,ants shall prosecute their conte~tawith
vigor, and unless we see a disposition to do this dismiss the contest. Our obJect bas
been in this way to break up the speculative contest business, ancl we are sure wti
have succeeded· in a large measure.
It has been impossible for us to manage the business of the office to meet our own
views fully and secure the best results on account of the lack of the necessary help
required.
DULUTH, MINN,

C. P. Maginnis, receiver of the lanu office at Duluth, Minn., on July
13 write :
_Tb attempt to a-cqnire land fraudulently under either of the land laws in thi di •
tnc has deer ased, cau ed by a stricter interpretation of existing law and practice
of be eneral Land Office.
. A rr at many fraud ma:y b~ perpetrated under commuted homestead and pre-em_p1 D laws..
_nt a
od faith 1s the only requir m ut, and as no living pei:son exc pt
_h_ party lU mt r .t can define what the ntryman's intentions are or what good
faith m ans
a.p lied to home ead and pre-emptiona we know of no remedy under
the pr nt la. .
'
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The cause of fraud in this district is a desire to secure the land for the value of the
timber and supposed minerals.
.
. .
.
.
This might be avoided to a certam extent if it were not for the mterpr~tat10n of
section 2461 Revised Statutes, and Ci~cular "P," December 15, 1885, wherem all persons are forbidden to cut or remove t~mber fro~ the lands e1;1tered under the pr~-emption or commuted homestead law until patent issues. A strict observance of this rule
often works a (Treat h,justice and hardship on the lawful owner of the land at present,
as the issuing if patents 1s so far behind that several years must pass before he can
avail himself of the value of the property that he has fulfilled every requirement of
the law to procure and is often the cause of the entire loss of his pine, as if, for
instance a forest fi;e runs over it it is of no value if not removed immediately. If
the requirements of this circular are to be s~rictly adhered to, we would advise ~he
immediate inspection of the land by a special agent, upon. whose recomme1;1dat10n
patent would issue, or at least confer upon the settler the right to use all his property as be might elect. If thi~ might be _accompli~hed and he ~ecure~ by the sal~ of
his timber the money needed 1t would, m many rnstances, relieve him from sellmg
the land, as the purchase price of the wood could be applied t~ the pur~hase o~ stock
and cultivation of the farm. Honest settlers are often forced mto sellmg their land
by the statement of interested parties that he can never get a patent for land in this
district and that be had better sell, as a transfer of title gives color to and looks like
a fair t;ansaction. In this way the timber sharks secure help from the law intended
to defeat them.
A large number of entries in this district are made for the money that the timber can be sold for after proving up. This district is nearly all covered with timber,
most of it pine. The west part of Minnesota and all of Dakota is prairie land, devoid
of timber of all kinds. It is absolutely necessary that the farmers on these prairies
be supplied with wood and lumber, in fact to withhold them wouldendangert.helives
of a great many of these people, and although the preservation of forests might be
very beneficial in the future, any law or practice that deprives the pioneer of the
immediate use or adds to the present high price would be unpopular and deservedly so.
Lumbering operations upon land entered more than four years ago in all kinds of
ways have been attended with the greatest waste from devastating :fires propagated
by the refuse toppings and brush left uncared for upon the ground. The best judges
estimate that there is from this cause an annual destruction of thrifty timber, mostly
upon Government land, equal at least to five times the amount -cut. This could have
been prevented, and further destruction can now to a great extent be prevented
through the enactment and enforcement of proper forestry laws regulating the sale
of the timber as wanted, and providing for the protection of the young growth, with
suitable penalties for such as so carelessly conduct lumbering or clearing, either on
their own or Government lands, as to endanger the public. Itis a great evil, tending
to the concentration of ownership in land and the holding of lands from settlers for
high prices that they are permitted to be entered by persons of a transient class, such
as do not really intend to make a home upon them. If entries were strictly limited
to homesteads without the privilege of commutation this would be avoided. If the
mining laws in force in other States and Territories, or S')me modifications of them
were extended to this State, it is probable that better prices for the lands would b~
realized and capital and labor drawn to a greater extent into the mining business.
The present _laws have enabled a few compa:oies to acquire about. all the ore in sight
and to hold 1t nnde,·eloped and unworked either for the speculative value or to prevent their working in competition with mines already opened. Such laws should
provide for the forfeiture of the land in case development and working should cease.
T_her~ are indications of extensive lea~ and silver deposits over a large area of the
district, the range nearest Lake Super10r, and many are now prospecting for them
which makes further necessity for the application of the mineral-land laws to thi~
State.
A great abuse is arising under the provisions of section 4, act of February 8 1887
known as the general allotment, act for the benefit of non-reservation India~s. A
large number of mixed bloods, thousands of them, are available (as claimed) for entries under this act, either upon the surveyed or unsurveyed lands. 'l'hey usually
work in the pineries of Wisconsin and Minnesota, and are of a low class the creatures
of their employers; have never in fact held tribal relations upon a reser~ation. They
e3:sily oLtain recognition through their relatives in the "band" and formal certificates
of membership, affidavits, as required. We have been obliged to pass five entries on
unsurveyed lands for such parties during the presimt month. When in.formed that
the entry would give them no rigb t to sell the land they answered that they could "selI
the tir1:1ber." A party of sixteen of the same class was taken by a lumber company
o_n to the ~nsur!e;ved la~ds at the beginning of this month for the purpose of locations, and 1f this 1s contrnued all the valuable selections on the unsurveyed land of
the district, over one hundred townships, will be taken.
·-'I

64

REPORT OF THE SECRE'£ARY OF THE INTERIOR.

The IQ.ixed bloods are citizens, have tbe right to vote, to pre-empt and bomeatead
land; ~n many cases have already exercised these rights. Why should they be cl&88ed
as Indians? All the above party of five and party of sixteen are citizens of Wisconsin. The north part of the district is so inaccessible that agents have been unable to
~ive it pro~er attention.. About 150,0QO,OOO feet of _Pine ha:ve been cut there and rnn
rnto Canadian waters this season; no tax and no tariff. It 1s doubtful whether it was
all cut on patented lands.
GR.A.ND FORKS, D.A.K.

Register J.M. Corbet and Receiver W. J . .Anderson, of the Grand
Forks land office, Dakota, under date of July 6, 1888, report.A. marked decrease in the attempt'to improperly acquire the public domain, which
we attribute to the policy of the land depart!nent, through its interpretation and
construction of the statutes in insisting upon a closer observance of the land laws in
matters of settlement, residence, etc., thus confirming entries made to bona fide homeseekers and discouraging dishonest speculators, ultimately accomplishing the purpose
for which the land ln.ws were created.
Under none of the land laws is there any flagrant attempt made to improperly acquire public lands. The timber-culture law, instead of being beneficial to any beyond a few bona fide entrymen, still maintains its reputation here, as elsewhere, of
offering an open field for speculation. Although timber-culture entries are madoand
the lands held thereunder
a year or two, they ultimately pass into the hands of
persons in search of homes. Should the timber-culture law not be repealed, but continue in force, we believe its ends would be better snbserved by confining the ·entry
when once made to one particular tract within the section, preventing that tract,
when once entered as a tree claim, from conversion into any other form of entryonce a timber-culture claim always such.
Such a provision would stop the traffic in relinquishments and to a reasonable certainty secure a growth of trees which would be a wonderful ben~fit to settlers.. If
once a law, entry men under its provisions, knowing it to be hnposs1ble_ to secure title
under any other law, would, from the beginning, comply wit.hits reqmrements.
Under the pre-emption law we have to contend with frequent attempts on. the part
of the claimant to make proof on a very meager showing of cultivation and improvement. The designing land-seeker first makes a pre-emption fi,l.'ing, puts up tempor~ry
buildings, shows requisite good faith by breaking a few acres, adds a few other improvements, and in six months makes proof. This done, he makes a homest~ad ent_ry,
having borrowed $300 or $400 above the Government price on his pre-empt10r_i claim,
ba31ls bis buildings from liis pre-emption to his homP-stead, and for the_ :first_ time begins an actual, bona fide residence, having simply used his pre-emption n_ght as a
stepping-stone to a substantial beginning on the homestead, very often eotirely forsakillg the land pre-empted, the title to which eventually dodges the mortgagee ..
_We :find the homestead law universally respected and for the most par_t complied
with. Tbe abuses of the land laws in our agricultural regions, whereby tit~e to land
passes from the government iu the apparent course of business, arise ont _of ignorance
of_ t~e settler rather than by his intentional designs to improperly acqmre the ~a.roe.
His ignorance of the effect and requirements of the land laws frequently leads him _to
commit errors which often savor of fraud, when in reality his ]aches result while
acting in good faith in bis endeavor to acquire a home.
.
We ~eg to speak of the following matters, viz: We would li~e to see ~uthor1ty
vested m local officers to compel the attendance of witnesses at times of trial before
them in contest cases.
A. work codifying the rulings now extant in the land department would be very
acceptable to local officers.
We_ presmne _that the department will take cognizance of the fact should the preemption and timber-culture laws be repealed, wherAby the fees of the local officers
would be le sened, that other provisions with reganl to a certain salary will be provid d therefor.

for

MITCHELL, DAX.

H. Rowley, regi ter, and T. F. Singiser, receiver, of the land
offi eat itchell, Dak., under date of July 14, write:
At mpt. to fr udnl ~tly a.cquire title to the public domain under existing laws
hav practically c_ a ~ m hi cli tr1ct. All entrie now being ma.de in this district
r alt thr ugh rehnqm hment or cane llation by contest.
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The pre-emption law undoubtedly presents the easie.E1t method of acquiring title
to public land and offers the readiest and surest opportunity for fraud. It should be
entirely repea'led or s<;> amended as to req_uire. one year's continuous residence, t_he
breaking up and reducmg to a state of c_ult1vat10n of at le~st 25 acr.es, and otherw1sa
improving the tract to an amount cov~l'.rng at least the pn_c~ of th~ lands.. It f'lhould
also be amended so as to require a claimant to be a full cit1zep of the Umted States '
before allowing him to acquire title under it. In its present shape an alien may acquire title to our public la~d~.
. .
..
. .
The timber-culture law, m its pr~sent form_, 1s open to senous_obJect101;1. It offers
;too easy opportunity to speculate rn relrnqmshments,. and p~rm1ts ~he title_ to land
laken up under it to remain in abeyance for a1;1 almost mdefimte period. It 1s val~eless as now constructed as a means of securmg to a treeless country any sort of a
growth of forest trees or other timber. It should be either repealed or so amended as
to be of use in carrying out its original intent. .
.
.
So long as relinquishments are allowed the timber-culture l~w will be, !o. all 1~tents and purposes, a dead _letter. It is also _useless unless ~trmge~t prov1s10ns m
regard to cultivation and improvement are rngrafted upon 1t. It 1s of no good so
long as parties may relinquish and enter the land so taken up under other laws. To
be of benefit it must be: ''once a t.ree claim-always a tree claim." The present law
bas been greatly abused, has aided speculation, a_n d retarded the growth, settlement,
and cultivation of this section of country. ·
Speculative attempts to acquire title are not numerous as compared with those of
actual home-seekers. Five per cent. will fully cover the speculative efforts in this
district at this time. It is a matter of regret that contests are not decided and concluded by the department in a less period of time than is now prevailing. Where
settlers are poor, as in this country, from two to four years is too long a time to require them to wait for decisions in litigation entries. Many are worn out waiting,
and compelled to abandon the country and go elsewhere to obtain a livelihood. If
Congress properly understood this matter we doubt not sufficient clerical force would
be speedily supplied to enahl11 your office to bring this class of work up to date.
We also recommend that entries upon which proof has been made be examined
within a brief period of their receipt by the department for the purpose of ascertaining technical defects and the presence of all needful papers. It is difficult to
remedy defects and restore or furnish missing papers two or three years after proof
has been offered. Frequently principals and witnesses are dead or have removed
elsewhere, having sold out to other parties, thus making it almost impossible to so
eomplete the case as to insure the issuing of a patent.
DEVIL'S LAKE, DAK.

E.G. Spilman, register, and S. S. Smith, receiver, of the land offic0
at Devil's Lake, Dak., under date of July 18, write:
Attempts to improperly acquire lands upon the public domain since our incumbency .
are manifest~y on the decrease, owing partly to the fact that towns have been gener~lly established _throug~out this district, county seats located, and speculative
filmgs on the pubhc domam, so far as these causes obtain, largely concluded. Land
values have thus become .more settled and conservative as an incident of settlement
and development.
Al~ attempts to improperly acquire lands on the public domain, so far as an approximate Judgment can be formed, are made under the timber-culture law. This
law is one of doub~ful utility, very few claims being in condition to justify the belief
that the holders will b~ able eventually to make good their title under the provisions
of the law, however faithfully they have endeavored to perform its conditions.
. The relative proportion _of tirnber-cu~tu!e filings with relinquishments of the same
1s about one hundred to eighteen, but 1t 1s not assumed that all relinquishments are
improp~;l_y mad~. "The8J?ecul~tiv:e a~temp~s to enter lands as compared with homeseekers, rn our Judgment, m this district,, will not exceed 5 per cent. of speculative
ent,ries as compared with those of the bona fide home-seekers.
After a careful review of the working of the various land laws in this district
we desire to_ express the opinio~ tha~ so far as the development and settlement of
the country 1s concerned the exigencies of the case are best met by the pre-emption
law.
·
Fraudulent entries under this law have reached almost a minimum in this district.
'l'he _actua~ a!ld pre_sumptive cases _of land being appropriated by aliens who have
declared their mtent10n to become c1t1zens of the Unittid States but who make final
proof under ~he pr~-~~ption law without having done so-ma~y of whom never do
take out t~e1r final c1t1zenship papers (this being especially true of Canadians, who
cross the line, settle upon, acquire, and sell land, and return to their homes without
INT 88-YOL I - 5
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becoming citizens of the United States)-would suggest a change in the law in tbal
respect, viz, that all aliens, without depriving them of their present rights of settlement on the public domain, be required in all cases to become citizens of the United
States before being allowed to make final proof for their claims. This would work
but little hardship to the honest settler, and would weed out cases of fraud, saving
much valuable territory to the public by checking indiscriminate settlement and
appropriation of the public domain.
.
FARGO, DAK.

M. F. Battelle, register, and F. S. Demers, receiver, at Fargo, Dak.,
on July 12, write :
What attempts have been made to fraudulently acquire lands have been made
under the pre-emption law. The slight residence aml few improvements necessary
to make proof under that law are, in our judgment, the cause of such attempts being
made.
Some pre-emptors file their declaratory statement in the spring, break a few acres,
put up a .-heap shake, prove up in the fall, and, after proof is accepte<l, mortgage the
land and remove therefrom. This is of no benefit to the country, but is, in fact, a
drawback, as those tracts lay year after year unimproved, and are not, of course,
open to such bona fide settlers as take land for the -purpose of having a home for
themselves and families.
In this district we think the attempts to procure lands in this manner are in the
proportion of about one to twenty as compared with those of home-seekers. ·
.
We think that about 10 per cent. of the entries under t,he timber-culture law m
this distl'ict are speculative. About that number of timber-culture clai~s are•held
for one or two years; then when the time comes that, to meet the requuements of
the law, some work should be done on the tract, they are relinquished for a consideration, and other parties file on them to repeat the same thing.
Under the homestead law we find the best class of settlers men who take up land
in good faith to make a home for themselves and families.
·
'fhey live on it for a term of years, and, as a general rule, when they come ~o make
proof they have good improvements, land under gol)d cultivation, and are m comfortable circumstances. Our liest chizens are of this class.
The at.tempts to improperly acquire lands have greatly decrea8ed during our incumbency. The reason for this is that under existing regulations proofs are more closely
scrutinized than was formerly the case.
In our opinion it would be a benefit to the country and to the interests of the act11.al settler if the pre-emption and timber-culture laws were repealed.
ABERDEEN, D.A.K.

N. H. Harris, register of the land office at Aberdeen, Dak., on July
23, 1888, writes :
Owing to the strict enforcement of the public Jaml laws and the regul~tions of the
General Lanu Office there has not been, within our knowledge, since our mcumbency,
any attempt to acquire the public domain fraudulently.
Entries under the timber-culture laws are most open to suspicion, as under such
entries there is a wider margin for speculation and fraud, and in nine cases out often,
when made by non-re idents, such entries are made for purely speculative purposes.
If this law is not repealed, it should be so amended, in order to accomplish the purpose
of its enactment, that entries made under said law sbou ld be restricted to the reai·
dents of the State or 'ferrito1·y within which the lands lie, and a tract of laud once
segregated under a timber-cuiture entry should always 1·emain such. There are instances in this district where timber-culture entries have by relinquishment pas~
through the hands of every member of the family, finally to become a pre-emption
or home tead entry, thus defeating the obj ct of the law.
We ha.ye no a~tull;l knowle_dgo of any speculative or fraudulent attempt to acqu_ire
~he public domam smce our mcumbency, and if there be such attempts the proportion
1s very small in comparison with entries made by honest home-seekers.
BLACKFOOT, ID.A.HO.

gi t
Bia kf

. B ane and Receiver John Montgou;iery, of the
, I ho un er date of Jun 21, 1888, tate:
cquir~ the nblic domain improperly is, in our opinion, unW 1ve a our rea ons f r ucb belief th.lot a lar~er are~ c D
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be acquired without a full compliance with law, there having be~n and.st~ll is. a wide
difference of opinion in the minds of the people. as to what ~onst1tutes 1rr1gat10n and
reclamation and as to what is desert land w1thm the meanmg of the law t the benefit of the do~bt being in favor of the applican!i,
.
.
.
At least one-half of the timber-culture emnes are made m bad faith, and one-third
of the balance will never be consummated. Out of 962 entries up to date but two have
been proved up on. The effect of this is to keep large tracts of available land fr?m
bein<Y settled upon by home-seekers. While there doubtless were a great many entries
initi:ted in ~ood faith, it is clea_rly evident th:tt timber c3:n not be sn?ce_ssfu~ly propagated in this locality by artificial means, owrng to the madeqnate ur1gat10n facilities, severe winters, and droughts.
.
.
. .
Attempts to improperly acquire the pubho domam under ex1strng_land laws have
very materially decreased during the past y~ar, for the reason that sm~e Jun~, 1~87,
there has been stationed at this place a special agent for the purpose of mvest1gatrng
fraudulent entries, whose presence has had a wholesom_e effect.
Speculative attempts t~ enter lands as compared. w1~h ~hos_e of home-seek~rs are
very small, which is attributed to the_ fa?t that this d1_str1ct ~s. composed chiefly of
agricultural lands, and is sough~ for prmc1pally by part10s desmng to make bo~ies.
The Fort Hall Indian reservation embraces more than 1,800,000 acres of the cboice8t
agricultural land in this district, the greater portion of it being unoccupied and ~nnsed by the 1,500 Indians of all ages now residing thereon. If each head of~ f:1-1mly
were given 320 acres and the balance thrown open to settlement, nearly a m1lhon of
acres could be restored to the public domain, which is now, and probably always will
be of no use to anybody under the present arrangement; and it is safe to say that the
gr~ater portion of it would be located upon by bona fide home-seekers within a year
aft(lr its restoration.
LEWISTON, IDAHO.

Francis F. Patterson, register, and Charles M. Foree, receiver, of the
land office at Lewiston, Idaho, on July 31, 18~8, write:
From all the information we can gain fraudulent attempts to acquire public lanils
have greatly decreased in number since the advent of the present administration.
We believe that the new form of testimony has b een an important factor in accomplishing this result. From what we can learn, not only from our official intercourse
with settlers, but from other sources of information, we are of opinion that frauds in
obtainiug public lands al'e of the rarest occurrence.
..
Nearly all the land which has been 4-,a ken up for speculative purposes has been
taken either under the pre-emption or timber-culture law. In the former the claimant makes final proof and sells the land immediately afterwards; in the latter the land
is held until the claima nt h as a favorable opportunity to sell his relinquishment. So
far as we cau learn such cases of fraud under the pre-emption law are now very rare.
Frauds under th0 timber-culture law we believe to be more frequent. Lands are taken
and held under its provisions, not only for the sale of the relinquishments, but frequently
to hold the land until minor sons become of age or friends come from the East or for
~ variety of other r~asons. The lar_ge majority of ti~ber-cultur~ cl~imants h~nestly
rntend to comply with the law, and many do so, while others find 1t so expensive a
method of taking land that they abandon the attempt to make timber grow.
We believe that 5 per cent. would more than cover the speculative entries. We
belie':e that the homeste:td law is by far the be~t method of disposing_ of the public
domam. The commutat10n of homesteads occas10nally makes an opemng for fraud
but in most cases homesteads are commuted for some good and sufficient reason. A
good many of the townships in our district have been only partly surveyed. In most
of these cases the unsurveyed part has been settled upon for years. There are also
large tracts of land which have never been surveyed, and large numbers of people
have settled thereon. Public surveys in this district have practically ceased for some
years, while the tide of immigration is rapidly pushing forward. Even under the
special deposit system settlers are compelled to wait for years after the deposit is
mado, which causes great complaint.
HAILEY, IDAHO.

Henry 0. Billings, register, and Charles 0. Stockslager, receiver, at
Hailey, Idaho, on July 17, 1888, report as follows:
':('he attempt to improp~rly acq~ire land in this district is seldom made, and, if anythrng, ~as decreased durrng the mcumbency of the present officials. This decreas~
we ~t~nbqte to the fact that bu~ few l~nd sl>eculators qo~e to tqis 'ferritorr,
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lo our j_udgment the atte~pts to impr?perlr acq~ire laud are more frequentl,
made by timber-culture applicants. In this arid region, from the scarcity of wat.er
it is almost imJ?ossible to successfully cultivate timber;b~t under exis~ing laws ~
person can ob tam the use of the land for nearly four: years without planting anything
but tree seeds.
Many desert entries are made upon land which is not desert in character. These
occur upon unsurveyed lands, and are made, not with fraudulent intent, but in orrler
that settlers may have undisturbed possession. Additional surveys are imperatively
needed in this district, and, if made, will remove the temptation to make the desert
entries above referred to.
The proportion of speculative attempts to enter land as compared with those of
home-seekers is too small to be calculated in this district. The land interests in this
district can be most benefited by extending the public surveys.
CONOORDIA, KANS.

Register Samuel Demers and Receiver Carnehan, of the Concordia
land office, Kansas, under date of June 11, 1888, state:
Since our incumbency there has been a marked and distinctive improvemeut in
public sentiment, backed and sustained _by the settler on the domain, that noue of
· those who have not honestly complied with the requirements of the several laws
shall obtain title to any of the lands. This talk about casting a cloud on every settler's home is not heard of among the honest settlers. They rather court investigation,
and they want the land speculator to go far hence. * * * It is almost impossible
to successfully smuggle final proof through.

WA-KEENEY, KA.NS,

Register W. C. L. Beard and Receiver John Schuyler, of the WaKeeney land office, Kansas, under date of July 12, 1888, state:
The attempt to improperly acquire title to land has decreased since our incumbency
for t.he following reasons :
The rulings and requirements of the department have been so modified that it iit
now pm;sibleto forcE\ a more strict compliance with the law.
. .
The public domain in this district is becoming exhausted, and each settler 1s m a
measure driven to comply with the law from fear of others taking advantage of hi11
failure.
In the past the most at.tempts to acquire land improperly were made under the
second section of act of June 15,-1880; but as this kind of entries do not frequently occur now, we believe the most, attempts are now made in pre-emption entries and in
commutation of homestead entries, the great majority of these being made at the
earliest possible moment, the bare residence of six months being really the only definite requirement oflaw.
,
We believe that 75 per cent. of the entries made are speculative, i.e., those made and
proved up under the homestead and pre-emption laws. We might also add iu thi.
connection that a very large majority of the entrjes made under the timber-culture
laws in thi district might he considered as speculative, it being nearly impos ihle to
grow the timber, and they must eventually be relinquiHhed and proved up under some
other law. We will also add that in our opinion 90 per cent. of the homestead entriP.
taken in this district are commuted to cash entries ( under section 2301 R. S. ), aud the
probab11ities are that in 98 per cent. of these cases the purchase money has been borrowed and the land mortgaged.

GARDEN CITY, KA..~S.

Regi ter 0. F M. Niles and Receiver S. Thanbouser, of the Garden
City land office, Kan a , under date of June 18, J 888, write:
Tb peration of the timber-culture laws in this district is a farce. It is almo. t
impo.. ihle_ to rai tr es b re _without irrigation at great expense. We may afely
ay tha 9,J p •r c _nt. f th tu~ r-culture entries are speculative. It is a difficult
~a t. r ~? a .. ccrtarn be good fa._1t~ of many claimants under the pre-empt,ion lawa and
"\Jo ,lV,111 th m 1
~ the privilege of the commutation clause under the born tea<!
la · , b au many la1mante make proof in the shortest possible time, withiu six
1011 h fr m at
f ttl men . If ioodf~ith mea,ns seeking a home, all of these quick,
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llhort-time cash entries are speculative. Long residence is the only sen.sible me~!,'nre
of good faith. The greater the imp~ovements the lar~er the loan ob tamable. fhus
a settler may live on a tract only six months, have improvements worth $500, and
not be a home-seeker. On the other hand, a settler may have improvements wo~'th
only $50, live on a tract actually and construct~vel:y for two years, an.d be a genmne
llome-seeker. The cause of fraud and speculat10n 1s wholly short reimlence. lu o~r
opinion the law should be either a downright purchase without residence or a residence without purchase, and the former is objectionable_ for a ~ultitude of _reasons.
" * " As a matter of fact, fear of contest causes compliance with the law m many
eases.
.
We would recommend legislation that would make _the attendance of wit~esses,
particularly in United States cases, compulsory. If this were brought_ abou_t, m ~onjunction with the re.forms of the departmen_t in the _matters ?f the registration of_ all
notices, the accuracy of rulings, and the strict reqmrements m the matter of servwes
and posting of notices, the improvement would be complete.
The attempt to improperly acquire the public domain since our incnmbrncy (two
and a half to three years ago) bas decreased. The primary cause is the efficiency
and rigor in the service and the i~v~stiga_tions a;n_d require.r:nents of t~is administration. * * * Under former admm1strat10ns afl:a1rs were wildly chaotic and st1ongly
lethargic. Here, then, is the cause of causes, in the decrease of attempts to improperly acquire the public domain. 'fhis administration tightened up the loose strings,
enforced existing legislation, issued new forms of :final.proof blanks that went to the
very bottom of an individual settler's compliance with the law, gave. t.his land tlistrict a special agent to personally investigate fraud, rendered decisions that peremptorily insisted upon the meaning of the law, and put to flight many would-be frauduen t entrymen. Energy and system aided the reform. And another cause for decrease
in fraudulent entries within the time of our incumbency is the rapid settlement of this
]and district and the consequent enhancement in value of tbe lands. Sett,lers have
often been obliged to comply with the law because of fear of a contest. Entryruen
have often become actual settlers because of the increased value of the land.
SALINA, KANS.

Receiver 0. F. Searl, of the Salina land office, Kansas, under date of
July 9, 1888, writes:
Attempts to improperly acquire title (i.e., to procure patent) to public la11d is muchgreater under the pre-emption law and the commuted homestead law, while the law
unde~ which lands are mostly held for speculative purposes under original c11tdes is
the timber-culture act. Th~ reason for this is that under the timber-cultnre act any
person_ can hold for $14 a greater section of land for one year; in other words, he gets
an op~10n for one year on 160 acres of land for $14. For $10 more (the expense of
breaking five acres) will extend his option for another year, and for less than $20
more he can hold it for the third year, thus for less than $50 a gre~ter section can be
held for three years, and this, fo l'lections of country where lands are rapidly in creasjug in value, is a great temptation to many.
·
Attem.Pts to improperly acquire the public domain have dP.creased since our incumbency in Septt>mber, 1!:l86, especially under the homestead and pre-emption laws,
caused to a_great extent by the new and improved blanks used in making final proof
~nd we thrn_k, to some extent, fro~ the gr_eatly increased number of .t:iual proof1:1 re~
Jected by this office for non-compliance w1th law. The records :show an i11crease of
several hundred per cent. of rejected proofs over former years, and very few are ap·
pealed from.
_I am of o~inion tb_at 75 per cent. of the timber-culture entries are made wit.h a
vi~~ of &ettmg the mcreased value of the land, and not with tbe intention of acqumng t,itle under the law. T.he records of this office show that the timber culture
e?tries made up to_ July 1, 1888, number 4,244; that to same date only 315 final certificate~ h_ave been issued. _Up to July 1, 1879, 2,6~1 entries were made, all of which
were ehg1ble by lapse of time to have made final proof on or before July 1 18i:l7
but the actual number made was 273. During the six months ending December 31'
1878, 226 entries were made, and of these only 28 remaiu intact on the boo ks and
only 1~ have passed to final certificate. A large majority of the entries now of record
on which final proof bas not been made, are now in the hands of second to fifth en:
tryman. These facts force me to the opinion as stated above.
The ma~ter of hearing in Jan~ entries is of much importance and could be made of
great service ~o the Gover?me~t m f'reven~ing fraudulent entries. Prior to July 1, 1886,
but one case is of record m this office. Smee then about twelve hearin<Ts have been
orderetl and_ trial had _on mo~t of them. In the first cases the special agebnt succeeded
very well m procurmg w1tuesses, as it was not generally known by the people,
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when summoned by the special agent, that they were not compelled to obey. Bot
this soon became known, and to a great extent by information given by defendant&
through their attorneys, so that now it is almost impossible to procure desirable witnesses. It is a very easy matter for defendants to pursuade all witnesses whom they
do not desire to have testify ·against them not to appear. The consequence is that
the case must be heard with such witnesses as the defendant may choose shall testify
against him and no others. Trials of this kind are farcical, and unless the department can be granted some compulsory process it is almost useless to continue tht
trial of cases on reports of special agents.
WICHITA, KANS.

Frank Dale, register of -the land office at Wichita, Kans., on July 21,
1888, writes :
There is now in this district no organized effort upon the part of individuals o
corporations to acquire lands from the Government fraudulently. Prior to the
change of administration there were numerous cattle syndicates organized in the
southern portion of this State, many of which were in t,h is district, and such syndicates acquired quite large tracts of land. The methods of their illegal work are now
well known, and since we have had charge of this office they have ceased in their
illegal attempts. The reasons for such cessation are well known hare. The final
proofs are carefully scrutinized, ancl if they appear at all suspicious fu:ther proof ~r
special examination of the condition of improvements, settlement, residence, etc., 1s
maue. But we think the vigorous prosecution upon the part of the Government as
instituted under the system of special agents has probably done more to paralyze the
syndicates than all other ca.mies combined.
In this district thousands of acres of land fraudulently entered during the years
1883, 1884, and 1885 have been restored to the public domain and held for honest
settlers.
The restoration has been accomplished by thti hearings instituted ~y t~e Gener~l
Land Office through the special agent and this office. The only obJect10n tha_t 1s
urged against this work that is worthy of consideration is that it disquiets the title
of the lands in dispute, and in-some instances is a hardship against settlers who desire to sell their land or borrow money upon the same. We therefore suggest that
the investigation set on foot for the purpose of inq airing into the cbaract~r of the
entries be conducted as speedily as possible. Under the existing laws, to wit, ~omestead, pre-emption, and timber culture, the homestead law only should be retamed;
eveo the commutation portion of that law should be abrogated. The homestead l_aw
-reqniring five years' residence upon and improvement of the land fulfills the destrny
for which it was intended.
The man who lives for five years upon 160 acres of land usually has the same in
such a state of cultivation that he can support himself and family from the proceed11
of the farm. They also become attached to the place and have an affectionate regard
for their home. They can hardly be induced to sell their land or impair their title b~'
mortgaging the same. Consequently the Government has a cheerful, contented, and
self-supporting family, a tribute to the wisdom of the law under which they acquired
title to their homes.
The pre-emption law bas long outlived its usefulness. A family settles upon a
quarter section, lives upon the same but a short time, makes final proof, mortgages the land for a few hundred dollars, stays upon the land until its money is
exhausted, the interest upon the mortgage falls due, is unable to make payment,
sells out for a small premium above the amount named in the mortgage, and the
land passes to the mortgagee. As a means of getting a family a home it is a failure.
The person settling upon the land bas not resided on the same long enongh to become. attached to it; h~ was compelled to mortgage the land for the purpose ot
s~c~mg money to pay for the same, and had not the land in such a productive cond1t10~ that he coul~ make a living off of the tract. The rate of interest to new settlers 1s always usu nous. If the pre-emption law is to remain in force, it should be
amended so that a pre-emptor can not prove up under three years, and he should not
be compelled to pay_ more than one-eighth of the purchase price when .final poof is
accept d, the remamder of the same due to be paid in installments with a low
rate of iotere t. The timber-culture law should never have been ena'cted · in nine
c
ontof ten i~ is u d ~or speculative purpo es. Relinquishments are hawked about
fo~ a.l_e t _the h)ghe t b1~der, ~nd the c~ es are very rare where a timber-culture
fllmg 1~ made with the mtention of trymg to comply with the law. Our records
aho':f, m alm tall c·
, everal relioquishment1:1 frequently to members of the same
f. nnly, anc1, forth r, b t the land i fl. ally enter d under the homestead or pre-empt on law.
Th& ri r of ti.ti 1
r itettled npon a, home tead near this place in 1872 ani
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Hved upon the same a number of years. The opportunity for observing the workings of the different laws has been ample, and a firm conclusion reached that all laws
except the homestead act should be repealed if we would hold the public domain for
those persons who de13ire to obtain a home.
From a careful estimate, I do not think that 5 per cent. of the lands entered at
this office during the past three years have been fraudulently entered.

DULUTH,MINN.

Register William Colville, of the Duluth land office, Minnesota, under
date of July 6, 1888, says:
The attempt to improperly acquire the public domain under all the existing laws,
. save under the Indian allotment act, hereinafter specified, has decreased since we assumed our official duties one year ago, the causes of which are:
1st. 'l'he most desirable timber and mineral selections had then been taken on the
surveyed lands. Timberman now take little interest in second-rate timber.
2d. The rigid enforcement of the provisions of the homestead and pre-emption laws
a.s to improvement and residence, showing the good faith of the settler (through examination by special agents on the ground for improvements and of the records for
conveyances), and the suspensions of the issue of patents pending such investigation,
has made dealers in timber lands timid a~ to investments, and money-loaners must
now be certain that the entryman has in reality complied with law as to improvements and residence.
3d. A better class of settlers. Until within the past four years business operations
in this district were confined to lumbering and the exploration and entry of land for
timber and minerals. The employee, ]argely a class of' transients living from hand t1t
mouth and wasting the proceeds of a season's work in a few days of dissipation, were
retained for trifling sums to hold claims with nominal or no improvements and "to
prove up" and convey them to land dealers. Now the actual working of the mines
gives permanent employment to large numbers, and with the increase of bm:,iness in
general has drawn a class of steady workingmen, in the main fruga] and saving,
many of whom, as opportunity presents, make entry for their own use, mainly in view
ef the prospective values usually attending the growth and development of tha
country.
Commuted homesteads afford facilities for frauds equal to pre-emptions, and artt
favored for the reason, notwithstanding the extra expense in fees, that six months
subsequent to filing is allowed for making settlement. Frauds are about in proportion to the number of entries in each class, whether pre-emption or commuted homesteads. Durin~ the past year 258 declaratory statements and 469 homestead filings
were made, and within tbe same time of earlier homestead :filings 69 were commuted
and 16 proved up on more than :five years' actual residence. Tbe commuted entries
were on filings made from a year to one year and a half before the :final entry, and it
probable that the homestead filings for the year 1ast past will be commuted in like
proportions as before-say a.t least seven-eighths of the homestead filings will be commuted. The 16 uncommuted homesteads above mentioned represent the filings for at
least two years, settlers being allowed to prove up on from five to seven years' residence.
From ouq>0int of yiew sub~t~ntially all the pre-emption and commuted homesteads
are speculative. It 1s the umversal custom to abandon the land upon "proving up."
This is a necessity of the case from the character of the country and the fact that no
highways are opened. There is literally no transportation save upon the backs of
men, except in +:he immediate ntighborhood of towns (al}d there are but three in the
district); no products raised can be marketed. It is impossible for the "settler" to
earn a Ii ving upon his land. The country is all timber; there are thousands of beautiful lakes and waterfalls; water-power is unlimited.
It is traversed by parallel ranges of the best magnetic iron ore. In the nature oi
thing1:, many mining and manufacturing towns will be established, followed, as roads
connecting these are made passable, by permanent settlement. It is with such prospects in view that the claims are taken and held, in many cases, doubtless, with th~
intent to make permanent homes when such conditions obtain. In the mean time most
of the entrymen will have parted with the title. Not 10 per cent. of the entries are
mane by actual home-seekers, except from this prospective conditional point of view,
and such entries (as is now held) are not tainted with fraud and are not merely spec11lative.
·
TRACY, MINN.

is

George W. Warner, register, and P. K. Wiser, receiver, at Tracy·,
Minn., on July 16, 1888, write :
Attempts to improperly acquire title to the public domain under existing land law111
received its check in the adoption of the blank forms now in use in pre-em.,ptioa,
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homestead, and comm~ted homestead final proofs; these, together with instructions
to officers before whom the final proofs are made, requesting the said officers to cr088examine -the claimants and witnesses, with the view to draw from each a, statement
of all the facts that would in any manner affect the rights of the Government or the
claimant.
The result has been satisfactory. Relinquishments have been quite frequent, presumably the result of a conviction on the part of the claimant that he would be unable to establish his claim.
Our opinion is that the timber-culture law is burdened with bad faith and fraud.
It is difficult to secure p_ositive pl'oof that timber-culture entries are held in bad faith.
But we do know that quarter-sectious in this district that have been cultivated to
c.rops for six, nine, and twelve years relinquished at intervals of about three yea.rs.
Although continuously subject to the provisions of the timber-culture law, there need
not necessarily be a single tree growing thereon: there is no positive evidence of bad .
faith; the claimant may live elsewhere and rent or by other means secure the plowing
-and cultivation of only the 10 acres required by law, or 100 acres of crops may be
raised for three years, when it may be relinquished, and some other member of tho
same family make new entry of the land and continue the same course. We, therefore, feel that speculation is the most prominent feature of the timber-culture law.
We deal mostly with five and sev.eu year homestead claims, proofs in support of which
are, with but,,.f ew exceptions, perfectly satisfactory. About the only speculative atattempts coming to our notice are connect~d with the timber-culture law.
SAINT OLOUD, MINN.

P. B. Gorman, register, and C. F. McDonald, receiver, of the land
office at Saint Cloud, Minn., on July 31, 1888, write:
Attempts to "improperly acquire the public domain" had decreased u1;1ring our
incumbency up to November 7, 1887, at which date, in pursuance of instruc~10ns fr?m
your office, we opened to filing and homestead entry the so-called 40-mile rndemmty
limit lands of the Northern Pacific Company. Much of this land wa,s only, or largely,
valuable for the pine timber thereon, and the parties making entry did so, to a considerable extent, for speculative purposes, as our information is that the homesteaders
intend to "commute" in most cases and secure the land for the timber thereon. So
far as we are advised, these entrymen are acting for themselves individua~ly. If such
entries and filings are "improper," then this class has increased within six mont~s.
In this district the pre-emption and homestead laws (the latter by commutation )
are the only ones which are.involved in attempts to improperly acquire lands. We
can not assign a cause other tban that these laws afford the only means. We have
no "tree-claim" entries in this district.
Prior to November, lt:l87, the proportion of speculative attempts to enter lands was
about 5 per cent. If we include the entries upon Northern Pacific Railroad Company
lands as "improper," the proportion since that date has been about 25 per cent. of
the whole number of homestead entries and pre-emption filings, If not included, the
proportion would be as above stated.
J .A.CKSON, MISS.

Register James D. Stewart, of the Jackson land office, Mississippi,
under date of July 7, 1888, declares:
U it should become the settled policy of the Government to withhold the public
domain in this district for homestead purposes only the homestead laws might be
properly amended so as to force those who have squatted upon public lands to apply
to enter the same whhin a reasonable time thereafter· otherwise these lands so located upon would be subject to depredation and remain ~pon the hands of the General
Government for an indetinite time, thus depriving it of the revenue derived from its
actual <>ttlement and entry and the State of the taxes that accrue from the entry of
the elands after patents have been issued therefor.
In tance have ~ccurr in this State where parties have lived upon Ja.nds for periods
of from te~ to thirty y. ars without applying to enter the same until in some cases
conte t ar1 , aft r which they are forced to do so within thirty days after the final
adjudication of the said cont ts.
P cul tive cl man s for lands in this district have enormously increased, and cash
purch
~ave b .e~ made t the extent of hundreds of thousands of acres, generally
by ooo-r 1d n _c1t1zen , and of ourse far in excess of home-seekers.
1 properly acquire the public domain in this State since our incnmA rup
b_ n Y m o e n the d_ er ~' the cause of which is the efficiency of the special
timber i.g n und r tbe d1rect10n of the Commissioner of the General Land Office.
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BOZEMAN, MONT.

Register George W. Monroe and Receiver William A. Imes, of the
Bozeman land office, Montana, under date of July 30, write:
Attempts to improperly acquire public ~omain u!lder existing land ~aws in our district are very slight, a!.ld have ?ecreas~d. smce our mcumbency. Ap:plwants for lan_ds
are mainly settlers in good faith des1~mg homes, and ,the watchfulness_ of special
agents bas had good influence. We believe that most of the attempts to improperly
acquire lands are under the timber-culture and desert-Ian~ laws, as they do not require residence and personal presence on the lands: The t1mber-cultur~ law allows
much latitude in time and compliance,and we believe many such entries are made
with the intention of holding and using the land as long as possible and then handing it down to a relative to do likewise, or selling it out to some other person, 'Yho
would rather buy than enter contest, with its attendant expense, delay, and possible
ill-feeling, as a settler desiring to make a permanent home does not wish to be at enmity with his neigh hors.
.
The proportion of speculative attempts to enter lands as compared with home-seekers is less than one in a hundred.
Great necessity exists for the extension of public surveys in our district. Surveys
ruade three years ago have not yet been returned because of inadequate appropriations for clerk-hire in the office of the surveyor-general.
HELENA, MONT.

S. W. Langhorne, register, and H. S. Howell, receiver, of the land
office at Helena, Mont., on July 24, write:
During our incumbency our observation and experience lead us to the belief that
unlawful attempts to acquire title to the public lands under existing laws has very
materially decreased during the past two years. While we do not think that fraudulent efforts so to do have at any time reached alarming proportions, they have certainly been reduced to the minimum, caused by the full and searching manner of
eliciting ,_.roof as now prescribed, the rigid enforcement of the rules and regulations,
aud the fact ~bat the policy of the laud department in demanding that claimants
come before them with clean hands has been more thoroughly grounded into the
public mind.
The timber-culture act is, in our judgment, the one most persistently abnsed. It
is seldom nsed for the purpose of acquiring title thereunder. It is simply used as an
iustrument to withdraw lanu from filing and entry until the applicant can find more
convenient time for filing on the land under some other act, and in some instances,
110 doubt, for speculative purposes.
Not one final proof has been made in this district, and the record of relinquish- ·
men-ts filed and entry made the same day by parties relinquishing fully demonstrate:'!
the above statement. It can not be said that the act is used to acquire title unlawfully, because titles are not attempted to be perfected tberennder.
·
_
The desert-land act bas been doubtless used in isolated cases to acquire land unlawfully, but we think instances are rare even in this, and we conclude that the
majority of these entries are made with the honest inteution of ~eclaiming the land.
Whatever may have been the practices heretofore, we are satisfied that with the
rules and regulations now in force the opportunity bas disappeared for an unlawful
acquisition of the public domain to any great extent.
It nteds but a visit to the agricultural portions of this Territory, which, by the
way, is small compared with the total area, to establish the fact that the lands are
actually settled upon and cultivated as far as the limited means of the settlers, the
acquirement of water rights (without which the land, as a general rule, is valueless
for farming purposes), and the facilities for getting the crops to market will allow.
NORTH PLATTE,NEBR.

William Neville, register, and John Treacy, receiver, of the land office
at North Platte: Nebr., on July 21, 1888, write:
Attempts to improperly acquire the public domain under the public land laws have
decreased very much since we have been in office in this district, and the change is
attributable to four principal and many minor causes.
The strict rulings ,of the Department of the Interior as to residence and cultivation,
and the rejection of proofs for insufficiencies, have discouraged men who made a,
busine,ss of hiring persons to pre-empt and make sham residence and improvements
for their benefit.
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The vigilance and a:ctivity of special agents, the decrease in the quantity of good
-vacant land, and the consequent tendency on the part t>f the home-seeker to conte t
where good land is illegally held; and perhaps the most effective the instructions of
the honorable Commissioner of March 19, 1887, which shut out shyster land attornevs
and agents, who, being incompetent to do a legitimate practice successfully, turned
their attention to the procuring of filings and liontests for speculation by sale of
right, and who also, by reason of thefr familiarity with crooked ways, when not priueipals, were aiders and abettors for pay.
In our district a great number of fraudulent and improper attempts have been
made under the tiwber-culture act and are owing to two causes. After the fee for
:filing is paid the applicant or his instigator has a year in which to look for a purchaser
·without further outlay of money or time, and but a few dollars gives another year to
1tnrn in. Residence not being required, the whole country is the :field in which oper:at ors may look for applicants with expansive consciences and speculative desires.
·J For these two reasons crooked agents, attorneys, and locators combined it with con1testing for speculation as a business.
The next greatest number of attempts to improperly acquire the public domain ha11
lbeen made under the pre-emption and commutation acts. In these cases, although
,considerable money was required, title was obtained quickly for transfer. Corpora1tions and companies desiring large bodies of contiguous lawJ for range and other
]purposes operated under these acts for land when title was aLsolutely necessary, and
,under the timber-culture act when only possession was necessary, without much outUay of money.
.
. .
Where there is one fraudulent or speculative :filing or entry made m our d1str1ct
mow t,here are probably ninety-nine made by honest home-seekers. There are doubtless some entries pending that were fraudulent at their incepLion, but the days are
over for making such :filings.
.
The rulings requiring :five years' residence on homesteads from date w~en res1de~ce
is established and eight years' cultivation and protection of trees on timber claims
at first created some dissatisfaction, but as the settlers dh,cover the law. alwais required what is now ruled better feeling exists. The settlers commend 1:1tr1ct r~itngR,
because slack or inadvertent decisions and rulings operate to the advant3:ge of illegal
and insincere applicants and claimants.
.,
SIDNEY, NEBR.

J. M. Andrews, register, and G. B. Blakely-, receiver, of the land
office at Sidney, Nebr., on July 18, 1888, write:
The attempt to improperly acquire title to the public land in this district has very
materially decreased since July 2, 1887, the date of the opening of this office. The
causes of the decrease are as follows:
Kearly all of this district is embraced in one county, and nearly all of the land
business is done directly with the local office, thus being transacted under the personal supervision of the register and receiver.
The steadily increasing immigration and the consequent rapid settlement of. the
vacant lands bas driven out the cattle-men, who can no longer find range su~c1eut
for the 1:111pport of large herds. With the departure of the cattle-men the desire a.nu
the need of large bodies of land for grazing purposes has ceased to exist, a.nd couse,quently the attempt to secure title to large tracts of land for such purposes has almost
-entirely ceased.
There are very few attempts made at present to fraudulently acquire title under
t he homestead or pre-emption laws.
UJ?-der the timber-culture law it is different, as the very nature of the act opens up
a wide field for fraud and speculation; no residence bein~ required, all the work
nece8sary can be done by agents. Under the provisions of the act t~1ree years ca~
elap e_b fore trees need be planted. During these three years the claim can be bljlu
~t a slight expense. The increase in value of the tract, by 1·easou of settlement aud
1ro\lrov~ments of surrounding lands during this time, enables the bolder to sell the
r l10qu1 hment at_a hand o1!1e profit. 'l.' he purchaser of the relinquish~ent, may e~ter h_ land a a t1m~ r clatm and do the ame thing as the former claimant. ThlB
practice may bE'I continued for yea1·s withholding one-fourth of the public land from
ttlement and cultivation.
'
We hav no record of a final proof having been made upon a timber-culture claim
in ur d1 trict.
In vi w of the rapid d crease in the area. of vacant public land and the increase in
th number of home- eker , we believe that the be t and wisest law that could be
1>a •• a. tbe pr ent_ ime ~>nld be one repealing all existing land laws except thosi
r. qumng a tual re 1dence, improvement and cultivation as a means of outa.ining
lttlt,,

'
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'rbe number of speculative and collusive c_o~tests has be~il gi"eatiy reduced in t-bis
' district by a strict enforcement of the prov1s1ons of the 01rculc:1,r of March 19, 188,.
, While mider the present laws it is impossible to entirely prevent such _conte~ts, ~he
admission to practice of reputable persons only, and a ~lose and careful_ mvestigat10n
of all cases, has in a great measure put a stop to collusion and speculation.

,.

M'COOK, NEBR.

S. P. Hart, register of the land office at McCook, Nebr., on July 22,
1888, writes:
Entries are generally made by actual settlers who are desirous of obtaining homes
and to secure the remnant of agricultural lands.
To actual settlers the repeal of the pre-emption and timber.. culture laws would
greatly facilitate the object of the Government in giving homes to the homel~ss and
tlispose of the entries made for speculation, as in nearly every instii.nce which bas
come under oar observation speculative entries are in that class, and it is nearly im~
possible for this office or that of yours to determine who are making speculative en•
tries until made and relinquished by the applicant.
It is almost the universal opinion of settlers that the tree-claim and pre-emption laws
should be dispensed with, which would greatly enhance the value of the lands iu
this, that every quarter-section of land would be settled upon and improved, and
commuted cash entries should not be allowed, or the law should be changed in some
wa.y that cash proof could not be submitted nntil there were at least from 50 to 80
acres of breaking.
As the law is now about 40 per cent. make residence, break as little as they think
possible to submit proof with a reasonable expectation of receiving receiver's final
receipt, mortgage the land to some moneyed corporation, pick up their traps and leave,
au<l. the lan,1 lies unoccupied for a number of years untilled, passes into the hands of
some other speculator, and is held for years without development and improvement,
and in the meantime the tim her-culture entries would all be relinquished, homesteads
put upon them, and in less than ten years the required results designed by the timberculture law would be realized.
EUREKA, NEV.

D. H. Hall, register, and W. 0. Mills, receiver, or the land office at
Eureka, Nev., on July 12, 1888, write :
The attempt to improperly acquire the public domain under the existing laws, iu
this district, ha1:1 palpably decreased of late years. Most of the larger tracts, held
hitherto by mere possessory title, have been or are being properly entered under the
various laws.
In our district the most attempts
improperly acquire lands have been under tht1
desert-land act, the cause for which lies in the fact that it gives such ample time to
bold possession without improvements and holds out inducement for reimbursement
after failure to comply with the laws.
But few strictly speculative attempts to enter lands have been made in the district.
But very few homestead applications have been made. The reason for both of these
facts appears to be the extreme liberality of the State land laws in disposing of the
2,000,000 acre grant. Fur this reason, the State laws allowing such liberal terms, viz
20 per cent. of the purchase price and twenty-five years' credit at 6 per cent. inter:
est, terminable by cash payment of the remaining $1 per acre, at the pleasure of the
applicant, most of the entries made in this laud district are by State selections, instead
of the several acts by which lands can be acquired directly from the General Government. The immense quantities of nnsurveyed land, some of it the most fertile in the
State, which can be held by mere occupatiou, is another drawback to direct entries.
With the introduction of artesian wells and the reclamation of the vast valleys of the
State now !1-seless for any purpose, and the exlrnustion of the several grants to the State
and the railroads, the era of actual settlement and direct acquisition of landi from
the Government will doubtless be greatly increased in the future.

to

LAS CRUCES, N. MEX.

Edmund G. Shields, register of the land office at Las CruJes, N. Mex.,
on July 23, 1888, writes:
There bas been but little attempt since myincnmbency to acquire title through frand
to the public domain.
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I att;ibute the decrease to the vigilance of the administration in protecting the
public lands from inroads, and the vigorous examinations made necessary of claimants and witnesses when proofs are made. The change bas made the would-be perjurer afraid. Again, I must say that many of the cases which are reported as fraudulent are so simply from the lax manner in which the former adrniuistration -permitted
entries. The system was so loose that, by custom, to the people generally it became
law. Thousands of acres of land have been held under the desert-land acts for
three years. This' was accomplished by making the first payment of 25 cents, which
operated as a lease for three years. This office has notified such claimants, and restored to the settlers thousands of acres of such entries.

James Brown, receiver at the Las Cruces land office, New Mexico,
writes:
I regard the desert-land law as the fruitful source of a, great deal of" crookedness."
Pre-emption entries come next. A residence of six months will allow the eutryman
to pay the price fixed by law, and it is not a difficult matter to get people out here
to swear to almost anything.
The cancPllation of both of those laws would be of vast benefit to the next generation and work no hardship to those of the present.
•
Another suggestion I would make is this: I would recommend the _repeal o~ t~e
law allowing homestead entries to be commuted to cash after a residence of _six
months, -a.no would require every one to reside on his homestead the le~gth of time
required by law. If 160 acres is not sufficient for the homesteader, then mcre3:se the
amount to 320, but do away with de~ert-land and pre-emption entries an~ r~quue the
:five years' residence on homesteads. By this course the excuse for comm1tt1ng frauds
will be done away with.
·
LA GRANDE, OREGON.

Receiver J. T. Ourhouse, of the La Grande land office, Oregon, under
date of June 23, 1888, reports :
The attempt to acquire the public domain improperly has greatly decreased ~uring
our term of office. This has been caused by its being understood by t~e public that
the "Government was determined to execute the law, and that the officials were also
resolved to bring to justice all violators of the land laws.
.
Fraudulent Gntrie~ are most common in the entries of timber lands under the timber and stone acts and the pre-emption and homestead laws. The cause is, all the
entr:yman wants is the timber. His entry never was intended for the purpo_se of ma.king a home, but it is only used as a blind to enable him to dispose of the timber ancl
then abandon the land.
At present, as far as we can judge, speculative attempts to enter lands are c~mnnecl
to mill-men, men owning large bands of cattle, and men cutting ties for railroads.
The proportion is hard to tell between them and home-seekers, but these attempts
have greatly decreased under the present administration. Prosecutions hall, au_d
those now pending, have frightened these men. To break their system up all that is
necessary is for the Government agents to do their duty without fear or favor,. bunt
up these violators of law, and bring them to justice. The masses are on the side of
public justice and honest admini tration.
If a. law was passed so that in Government land cases the special agent cou~cl
compel the attendance of witnesses a great tep would be taken to insure success rn
Government suits. Many ca es are uow lost by the Government in consequence ?f a.
refusal of important witnesses to attend. Such a law would insure success in Umted
, tates land cases, and thus deter evil-doers.
It is ev_ident that the efforts of special agents to stop fraudulent entries and timber
rlepl'edations are supported by aQ enlightened public sentiment. If the present effort a.re continued firmly and determinedly, no doubt the encl will be a complete suppr 10n of the~e abuses.
THE DALLES, OREGON.

R gi ter F. A. foDonald, of The Dall s land office, Oregon, undtlr
dat of July 6, 18 8, ay ~
In my_ judgment the introduction of new final-proof blanks has had the effect or
, mp llm . ntr_ men ~o mak a compliance with law that was not formerly the case.
Fh ff\ t 1n h1 parb ular _h b n mo t alutary. The mployment of" dummie "
in makm l?r of d
s not, rn m. opinion, xi tin this district. There are doubtle s
c
h1 b pr mptors mak proof ith the intention of transfer.ring the title in
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·th b
· made at the time of :filing declaratory statement, but I
accordance w1 a arga1n
. .
made to acquire laud improperly und~r the
believe such cases are at thet~lll]rU:.·e
I would say that more a emp 8 thou h but few cases exist in which there 1s not
pre-empti~n law th~n any ?t:1r, al 1 fm satisfied that more or less land is acquired
a substantial complianc~ wit aw.
t but under the present construction of
imprope~l;y: un~erbth\turt: p!rj~r~~t::~~ything can be accomplished in this line.
th
l~~~!tuil ahi~!seeke~ o~tnumbers the ~peculator at least ten to one, al-

f i~~kt

though it is ~erd srcu_Ia:t: ~~{;~t~!u};e: ~:J~;j~~tion.

The timber-culture law

rrJ~:~t~~lt1[J:~si{~1~;tf~;:f::;1~;i;~t\tijt~f~:J;)i

ling number of relinquishments on every page is any m i_ca i n..
1
"th h
be gainsaid that the timber-culture law is a convenient thmg to JU~g e wiTh w e~l a
sin le quarter section will be taken a?d i:elil~qu~shed a half do_zen times.
area Y
suc~essful cultivation of timber in this d1str1ct 1s a rare excep10n.

NORTH YAKIMA, WASH.

L. s. Howlett, receiver at the North Yakima land office, Washington
Territory writes, under date of July 25, 1888:
There ha: been, so far as I know, no attempt to_ in:_iproperly a~quire the public _domain under any of the existing land Ia,ws. The existmg law, which aff?rds t~e ~as1~st
means for speculation, and which is ~o.u~tless abu.sed ?Y spec~1lators m this district
as well as every other district where 1t IS m ope~at!on, Is.the timber-culture law. .
The proportion of speculators to home-seekers 1s, m my JUdg~en~, very small. This
district is now much prospected by home-seekers, ~ho are comrng m much faster than
ever before. In fact, this office does more business m one month now_th~n 1t h:t~du?e
in previous years in a quarter. The fact that not half the Iands w~t~n the d~str~ct
are surveyed works against the rapid settlement of the public domam m the district
and in the entire Territory.
.
.
. .
.
The desert-land act, which has doubtless been abused m some mstances, 1s, rn this
district, the means of greatly encouraging efforts to irrigate large tracts of arid land
which will be tirst-class for farming when watered.

WALLA WALLA, WASH.

R. Guichard, register, and David J. Wilcox, receiver, of the land office at Walla Walla, Wash., on July 19, 1888, write:
The attempt to improperly acquire the public domain under the existing land laws
has materially decreased since our incumbency, for the reason that claimants are now
required to prove their good faith and non-speculative intentions. We think that
we can safely say that since the new rules promulgated by the department no attempts have been made to improperly acquire the public domain.
While we are mindful of the feeling that exists in the Eastern States in the belief
that the timber-culture and pre-emption laws are failures, we, in the comparat.ively
treeless and uncultivated region of Washington Territory, know from observation that
these laws are a help to the farming community, and necessary laws, the repeal of
which would tenet to stop immigration to our Territory and prove disastrous to the
growing of trees upon the sun-beaten hills. True, a large percentage of timber-culture entries made are relinquished, but this is not caused by a desire to speculate, but
oftentimes on account of inability through poverty to further comply with tbe timber-culture laws, which have proven not very profitable if taken for speculative purposes, but, on the contrary, the most expensive claims under the land laws. No man
has yet made proof on a timber-culture claim without expending thereon from $500 to
$1,000, and the reason is the generally dry condition of the soil.
.
!he p:re-emption and timber-culJure laws_ are an indispensable necessity to the immigrant, who has perhaps become mvolved m the Eastern States, sold his homestead
and c_ome Wes_t to again build for himself a home under the privileges of the pre:
empt10n and timber-culture laws. Both laws are necessary to him in order that he
~ay secure _eno~gh l~nd whereby to make a living. One hundred and sixty acres
1s not s_ufficient m this dry country, as one East might suppose. The land can only
~e cultivated every second year. It must be plowed in the spring, sown in the fall
1q orqAr to t1;1ike advantage of the fall, winter1 and spring rains, and the cr~p is then
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har.veste.d, in July or August following. Out of 160 acres of the agricultural la.nd now
available, only perhaps 100 acres are susceptible to cultivation, owing to its rocky
and hilly nature; hence only 92 or 50 acres of the tract can be made to yield a crop
each year, which, at an average yield of 20 bushels to the acre and at an average
price of 45 cents per bushel, would make his yearly income about $450, out of which
he must pay the expenses of _plowing, sowing, harvesting, etc.
The want of sufficient rainfall during the summer precludes the idea of diversified
farming. Now, if the immigrant knows that he can only secure 160 acres under the
land laws, out of which he derives such a small revenue as we have above shown,he
will remain East.
ASHLAND, WIS.

G. W. Carrington, register, and Floyd H. Boyd, receiver, of the Jana
, ?ffice at Ashland, Wis., under date of July 12, 1888, state:
The only change~becoming noticeable in our district is the tendency towards bona
The ra.pidly increasing population of this section of the country, and the
complete possession of pine lands by the dealers in pine, in our opinion are the cause.
The pre-emption law, we t,hink, O'ives speculators more latitude than the homesteacl, and seems a promoter for th; opposite of good faith.

fide claims.

LA CROSSE, WIS.

Register John B. Webb, of the La Crosse land office, Wisconsin, under
date of July 5, 1888, says'l'hat little attempt bas been made to acquire the public domain imprope~ly within
this land district, and if any change it is for the better, and the cause of this change,
in my opinion, was the close scrutiny of all entries by your predecessor, Hon. Comm~®&~~~

.

Under the pre-emption law there were more attempts made to improperly secure
lands than under other existing laws. Claimants do not seem to understand the necessity of actual and continuous residence.
The speculative attempts to secure lands as compared with home-seekers do noi
exceed 5 per cent.
'
EAU CLAIRE, WIS.

E _m mett Horan, register, and S. S. Kepler, receiver, of the land office
at Eau Claire, Wis., on July 26, 1888, write :
yve are of ~he opinion that comparatively few attempts are now ~ade in this district to acqmre public lands in a fraudulent manner. The temptations to do so are
!finch less than formerly. Our pistrict consists very largely of timber lands. There
1s hardly a full quarter-section of 8mooth prairie subject to entry. About all the valnable pine lands and nearly all of the best hardwood tracts have been selected by
the railroads or entered by lumbermen, speculators, and settlers. Consequen_tly
a large proportion of the Government lands remeining, while desirable fo~ farm.mg
purposes, are not sufficiently valuable in timber to make it much of an obJect to acquiro them improperly.
The great mass of homesteaders in this district are, in our opinion, honest, hard"'.orking men, who are att~mpting in good faith to secure homes. We should consider 5 per cent a large estimate for the frauds among them.
The pre-emption law, and that part of the homestead Jaw which permits settlers
to commute, fnrnish the best opportunities for frauds upon the Government. 001'
r cor~s sho~ that but a small proportion, say 10 per cent., of all thosA who file p_reempt10n claims prove up, and of those who prove up undoubtedly a large proportion
do t10 to ell out on speculation. Probably 25 per cent. of pre-emption and commuted
homestead proofs are made with a view of selling out on speculation.
There _are in this d~strict, in the vicinity of Lake Court d;Oreilles, a quantity of valu,able p10 lands which were withdrawn from market for reservoir purposes. The
~overnment ha con tructed no reservoirs yet, nor does it seem likely to; yeti. accordms
to common report: more or less of the pine timber on these lands is stolen each
wmt r .
.Th _l ud w nl l> ju as valuable for reflervoir porpose6 after the removal of th()
pmP. timh r
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CHEYENNE, WYO.

Edgar S. Wilson, register, and William M. Garrard, receiver, of theu
lan<l office at Cheyenne, Wyo., on J nly 16, 1888, write:
Attempts to iruproperly acquire the public domain ~ave greatly decreased u_nder aH l
the Jaws. A rigid enforcement of th~ law acrounts for the cha~ge, ~h~ ~eqmrem~nt ·
of identificat,ion in all cases being an important fact,or, as ~heckrng fictitious entr~es.
Uuder the timl1er-cultnrc, desert, and pre-empt ion laws,_m the order !lamed: T1ml1er-cnlture filings are 0o-enerally made to hold the land, without rntent10n to comply
with the law, and the act, so far as this district_ is conc~rned, may be _pronounced a
fraud. Many desert entries have been ma<le without rnt~nt to 1'ecla1m,_ but we do.
not think this the case now to tbe same extent, largely owmg to the requuements of
personal knowledge of the land aud of publication of ?otice ofintention_to make :fipal
proof. The chief ~lifficnlty in the ;11atter o~ pre-eruptions has be~n and 1s the makmg
of fraudulent entries for the benefit of parties other than the claimant.
.
It is uifficult t,o state the proportion, but it is a ~ecreasing_ one. The relati~e number of homesteads continually grows larger, and fiual proofs more clearly show that
tbe intention of entryme~ is to acquii:e homes.
. .
.
..
Public opinion heretofore demoralized and recogmzmg the Government as leg1t1mate pr1 y, bas gfeatly improved on account, of the influx of settlers, and because of
a general conviction t,bat the administration meaus to enforce the law to the utmost
of its powor.
.
.
. ..
Your circular of March 19, 1887, hol<lmg to stricter respons1biht.y both lawyers and
land ao·ents
but
espt>cially
protecting
the
people
against
the
latter
class by calling fofr
0
evidcu ce of' character and capacit,y, has been found of great valne. The mass of thepeoplo mean to oo right, and most frauds are directly traceable to some unscrupulous1
agent.
A vast area b eld under the desert act, amounting to over 350,000 acres, upon which,
no attempt to reclaim was ever made, and mu ch of which borders on water-fronts, .
has been restored to the pnblic domain by the cancellation of the entries. A large
number of presnmablv fraudulent, pre-emption filings also have beeu allowed to expire on account of the strict,ness of proof now r equired. Thus the acreage open to
homesteads bas been greatly enlarged. Entries of coal and other minerals, in which
i,his district is deb, seem geuerally to have been made iu good faith.
Mncb desert land is so sitnateu as to be almost im possible to reclaim by men or
moderate llleans, but this difficult.v is largely obviated by the organization of companies, which, by a re~ent territorial law, are required to furnish water at reasonable rates, while the corporations, formed under the old statute, are enab)ecl to dominate large areas by granting water or refusing it at will, at the same time holding a
monopoly of the supply
BUFFALO, WYO.

J. J. Orr, receiver of the land office at Buffalo, Wyo., on July 17, 1888,
writes:
As to the attempts to improperly acquire the public domain under exist,ing laws.
euch have diminished rather than increased during recent years. The reason for this
if; that the greater portion of t,he most desirable lands have been taken, and the best
and most valuable of what is left is found in smaller bodies, and offers less inducement,
to land g~·abbers, who seek by "crooke<i." ways to monopolize the public lands illl
large bod 1es.
Wo are satisfied that more of the public lands have been acquired improperly and!
fraudulently nnderthe pre-emption laws than under perhaps all others. The short,
time which persons are required to actnally reside upon the land under this law, and·
the indefinite regulations in regard to the settlement and improvements to be made,
~po_n it, seem to hav_e been favorable to these fraud~lent attempts by enabling capitalists and comparnes to employ men to settle upon it for a mere pittance, and when
final proof is made they pay for the land and it passes to them; and there seems to be
no way to avoid this, as it is a rare thing that a single individual, eYen if be knows
of the fraud, chooses to contest one of these fraudulent entries single-banded. The
obstacle in the way of the Government doing it successfully is the difficulty or rather
impossibility, of gett,i ng witnesses in the face of the intimidation on the paft of these
associations to testify to the facts, there being no compnlsor:v process of law by
which they can be made to testify before the land office.
·
Jn irrigating districts like this the proportion of home-seekers is small as compared.
with the number of settlers, for the reason that the class of persons who are actually
_eeking homes is composeq. of .p:iep. of lji:µited i:µe~ns 1 who a,re unable to settle uvon ~
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claim.here and iruprove it w_it_liin any ~easonalllc time to such extent as to be able to
snstaL)l th~ms~lv~s and f~mil_ie~ up~n 1t. Nearly all of the land now open to settleme11~ rn this district requires irr! gatwu_to make it,_rroduce a raring agricultural crop,
• and it reqmres an outlay of capital which the ordrnary settler 1s unable to make.
l!uder a well-regulated system of irrigation t.he lands in this district cau be reclaimed to such an exteut as to make a fine-paying agricultural and grazing country.
SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH.

Register D. Webb and Receiver G. W. Parks, of the land office at
Salt Lake City, Utah, ori July 21, 1888, write:
We are of the opinion that attempts to improperly acquire public lands in Utah
Territory have largely decreased during tbe past three years. We attribute it to tho
vigorous policy of th e luterior Depa rtment in its etlorts to unea1th frauds aucl to
prevent the issuance of patent on any entry when the law in spirit and act was not
fully complied with. Not:ce has been served, ar:d it is being more and more realized
throughout the West, that the public land1,1 can not be fraudulently acquired, and
that the attempt involves danger to the would-be thieves.
More successful frau<ls seem to be committed under the pre-emption act than any
other. Under the timber-cnlture act less land is actually fraudulently patented, bnt
speculators have a.vailed themselves of this law more than any other to fraudulen_tly
hold possession of large numuers of entries ~ ithout any expectation of complymg
with its provisions.
,
.
We believe that iu Utah the entries of bona fide home-seekers are largely rn excess
of those who enter with speculative intentions. We are of the opinion that the preemption and timber-culture laws should be rep ealed at once and the homestead law
so modified as to require an actual five years' residence, while the desert-land _act
s~ould be modified so as to decrease the acreage and to require settlement and cult1vat10n.
O'NEILL, NEBR.

Register John R. Markley and Recei\ier A. B. Obarde, of the O'Neill
land office, Nebraska, uu<ler <late of July 27, 1888, report:
Attempts to improperly acquire the ptJblic domain have decreased; cause, change
in administration and regulations.
.
Timber-culture act and pre-emption act, in the order named; cause, oppo!t1:1mty
for speculation and slight compliance with law required since Sparks's admm1stratiou.
Different in different localities and under different acts. Average in district under
homestead act not over 20 per cent. Pre-emption act probably 40 per cent. 'l'imbur
culture entries are over half for speculative purposes.
.
The liberal construction of the law by the present houorable CoD?mission_or and tho
honorable Secretary of the Interior, particularly in regard to the slight resulence and
improvements now 1·equi.red, is, in onr judgment,, a depart nre that in many respectl:1 has
the effect to open t,he doors to pe1jury and fraud. We think an honest ancl reasouable
complil:l.nce should be required. Wholesale perjury or false swearing is one.of t~e
faults of t.he present system. Vicious and unprincipled at,torneys prepare affidav1~
c~mtaining the necessary statements regardless of truth, and the a:ffiant ra\ses bis
ngbt band and swears that. it contains the trnth, the whole truth, and notbn~g b~t
th truth; when as a matter of fact the witness seldom, if ever, bas bad the affidaVlt
reacl, or knows what it contains.
Local officers should also, in our judgment, have power to compel witnesses in G~vrnmeut contests to attend and give testimony in all cases when demanded by special
ag nts.
DENVER, COLO.

T. J. Mott, regi ter, and J.M. Elli , receiver. of the Denver land office,
Colorado, under date of Augu t 13, 18 8, report:
\ uld .r p ctfully Rla. e that, in our opinion, in local offices established for the
mm <labon of th pnblic :i prompt and efficient service i1:1 of the gre:ttest imporan P-, and th mor , . o _wb ·n lh pnblic i. not only ready ancl willing but anxious to
1ldr ). th xp n
in
11t to th,: rvi · r •1uln d.
l:ndPr "· i inu_), w ,_f'. f)f'C!:
inc_,. he n.c of Angm,t 4, 1 SG, which deprive~ th
r gustt:r au rec 1vcr o1 certarn f • • w1 h w bich au additional clerical force was h:ired,
W
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ao provision having been made to replace this force by clerks employed by the Government, and under the assignment of clerical force to this office, it has been impossible, with day and night work, to extend the accommodation to the public to which
it is entitled; and the Government has been deprived of fees which should have been
earned by Government clerks, and which were necessarily diverted to outside parties,
for the reason that there has not been sufficient force to transact the business.
During the fiscal year ending June 30, 1887, the cash receipts of this office were
$345 542.28, and for one-half of that year three clerks were allowed; duri11 g the othflr
halt'we hc1,d four clerks. The receipts for the fiscal year ending Jllne 30, 1888, were
$649,676.46, and the office had four clerks, with the exception.of a period of two and
a half months, when it was allowed two extra clerks to post the tract-books. The
fees and commissions of this office now exceed $105,000 annually, and the total amount
receive<l. by the office, to defray all expenses dnring the last fiscal year was $10,757.40,
including the salaries of the register and receiver.
Prompt service would not only give great satisfaction to the general pnblic with
which the local offict, comes in daily contact, but would be effective in preventing
many frauds. Were the people satisfied that in contest cases there would l>e an early
determination of the same by the local office, as well as by the General Land Office, and
that there would not be a long delay before the cancellation of entries, they would
make the investigation of all fraudulent entries by the contests defray the expenses
and lay bare muct that the agents of the Government can never discov~r nor procure
evidence sufficient to substantiate. Even as it is, there has been filed in this offi(:e
since October 1, 1886, over sixteen hundred contest cases, and as the lands improv~ in
value the greater will be the number. The practice and decisions of this office have
been such as to encourage contests and deprive relinquishments of value, with a view
of preventing the use of the laws for specnlativi:, purposes; but advantage has been
taken of the delays connected with carrying through contests to a cancellation of entries, and land has been held for years in spite of all that. could be done. Hy the settlement of the country these lands become valuable, and relinquishments of the same
find a ready market at a good price. More than thirteen thoueand timber-culture entries have been made in this district, and yet only nineteen have passed to final proof;
and h ence it is seen that the bonus offered by the Government t,; cau8e trees to grow
where none had grown before has not attained the object, for, while it 1s true that the
great bulk of these entries have not been made sufficiently long to entitle the entrymen to make final proof, still the great number of relinquishments filed clearly shows
what use is being made of the law. The timber-culture law is used for spec>ulative purposes as well as to reserve the land for the entryman until final proof has been mane
under the pre-emption law; in the latter case, the timber-culture entry is relinquished
and a homestead entry made on the land.
The facilities which have been afforded for mortgaging pre-emption claims at the
time of making final proof, "for the purpose of obtaining money to pay for the land,"
are having the tendency to accomplish by indirection what has been the intent of the
law to prevent-the accumulation of large bodies of land in the hands of corporationsand tend to encourage the settler to use the public domain in connection with his preemption right as capital to secure enough means to establish a home upon the homestead claim. While ostensibly a loan, the money advanced is a la,ro-er sum than that
necessary to pay for the land, and is in fact, in a majority of case~, the purcha:ie price.
By this method the object of the law to provide homes for those desiring to obtain
them is defeated, and the law is used as a medium of obtaining titlA to a portion of
the public domain which can not otherwise be purchased. We are of the opinion that
the loan companies will obtain title to large bodies of the public domain.
We are pleased to state that we think, by a rigid enforcement of the laws, the old
methods of fraudulently obtaining title to public lands have been almost entirely
abandoned; and it has been the object of this office, during the incumbency of the
present office.::s, to require in all cases of tioal proof such evidence of good faith in the
attempt to appropriate public lands as would satisfy them that the object of the law
was being carried out; and having rejected hundreds of proofs in which tbe testimony show~d only a formal compliance with the requirements of law, a marked improvement m the charact er of proofs submitted is observed, the rejections now made
not amounting to 10 per cent. of what they formerly were. The consequence has
been to somewhat limit the appropriation of the public lands to actual settlers-those
desiring homes, The large in0rease of the population during the last two years in
this district, as evidenced by the number of votes cast,, fully corroborates the above
.s tatem~nt. 'l'he actual settlers have heartily commended the policy pursued in endeavormg to save the land for those seeking homes, and will heartily co-operate with
Government officials for this purpose, for the attention of the office has been con_stantly called to the fact that after :final proof has been made many settlers leave
their claims. An active co-operation of the bona fide settlers of the country can be
pbtained if sufficient facilities are affol'ded the local officers wherewith the business
~o~in? before the same can be speedilf ll'R-4 ~~ecfive~;r tra,~s~ctedi ~4ere~;v removin~
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the induc·ement to make entries for speculative purposes, and at the same time destroying the value of relinquishments, which will result in much good to the actual
settl~r as well as to the General Government. Such co-operation, the actual settler
realizing that his rights are being protected, would be more beneficial than even the
service of special agents, and the general objects of the laws more fully attained.

LARNED, KANS.

Register,. Henry. W. Scott and Receiver H. M. Bickel, of the Larned
land office, Kansas, under date of July 27, 1888, report;
The decrease in attempts to improp~rly acquire the public domain during the
- present administration is almost un1)recedented, the principal reasons for which
beino·(1) We have had a special agent here, in the person of Clarke S. Rowe, who was
an indefatigable worker, and the exposures resulting from his investigations have
had a who1esome and lasting effect.
(2) The pn-1sent final-proof blanks are far superior to those formerly in use, the
new forms l)eing a statement of the facts in the case, while the old ones were more ~fa
conclusion of what the law requires, This was particularly true upon the question
of residence. The q u'estions in the new forms am so constructed and arranged that
ban faith on the part of the claimant is readily discerned from that alone, whe~ final
proofs are rejected from this cause. Not more than 5 per cent. of such. reJected
proofs are appealed from this office, and in the majority of instances the claimant returns to his land, and his next proof shows full compliance with the law.
.
(3) The fact that not,aries public can no longer take final proofs is also an important faetor in preventing frauds. While notaries public were taking proofs the competition for- this clar,s of business was so great that the officer was often the zealous
agent of the claimant and his worth was measured by his ability to "get proofs
through the local office." If the law could be so mou1fied that but one officer in ~~ch
count,y could_ be authorized to take final proofs it would destroy th~ CO!fipet1t1ve
scramble for this class of business ()ntirely; and, instead of the officer berng rntere.ated
in securing favorable action on the proof, he would be more likely to act as an officer,
and be just tu both the claimant and the Government.
The most attempts to improperly acquire the public domain are made under the
pre-emption and commuta,tion laws, tht-1 principal reasons for which results from _the
fact that the entryman can reside for six momhs upon the land, the time required
by law, and upon proving up the same can secure a loan from eastern and European
capitalists upon bis land for a much greater sum than tho land will sell for. The
money is handled mostly by irresponsible local agents, 90 per cent. of whom have no
mterest whatever in the matter, except the commission of 2 or 3 per cent. they get
for making such loan. The fruits of these injudicious investments will be reape~ w~en
the mortgages become due unless the price of land advances tenfold or more w1thm a
few years. Single men and women are induced by these agents to file upon land
with the proruise of a stipulated sum in the shape of a loan when they have lived
upon it the required length of time and have secured their final receipt. The claimants in such cases only estimate the amount of money they can ea.rn, calculating the
time actually employed in making a satisfactory showing to the register and receiver
-whereby they ca,n secure a final receipt from the receiver for their final entry fees.
ThIS is particularly true of the Osage trust and diminished reserve Indian lands. We
~mi of the opinion that fully 75 per cent. of these lands are acquired with speculative
llllent, and the decision of Hon. Acting Secretary Muldrow, in the case of th~ United
S_tates v. Woodburry et al. (vol. 5, L. D., p. 303), bas contributed largely to this. The
six weeks required to publish no1ico of intention to make final proof is often regar_ded as tbe maximum per~od of occupancy, and it is often vehemently argued that
r id nee upon. such land 1s not necessary. We find that most claimants arc not
aware that I lwy arc not complying w1th the intent and spirit of the law, but inquiry di ·
cl_o es the r al peculator to be some loan agent or other person residing in the little
_v1llag s near tL . land.
In making ori 1 i1 ~l entry under the timber-culture law the speculation is also great.
li1fty. P r c rit. of hmber:cultnr eutries are made with a view to holding them for
a fi, y~ar aud then lhn..,. the r •lmquishment at an advance. The General Land
Office ctr~ular of .larch 19, 1 7, holclin<r that speculation in relinquishments is cau e
for th ch banncnt of a.ttorn s, b:i. done much towards remedying that evil.
Th
ID· ~n<l unn ualdrou~ht la. tyeardid much to discourage settlers, and many
Jitr. <m •. ho made tt!ements m .the b t of faith have been compelled to abandon
1
t h ~ l:t 1!" and on tbi account it bas been often difficult to determine whether or
1
r 1.c.cli ·ul ual c
're merit?ric,.us or ot,herwise. It has been understood to be the
P<> ic of the General Land flice in such cases to give the claimant the benefit of the
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doubt. Agreeable to this policy, our course can best be illustrated by our record of
rejected proofs. For the year ending June 30, 1887, we ~ejected 307 final proofs, but
for the year ending June 30, 1888, there were only 124 reJected.
On account of the drought no reliable data. can_ be given as t? the probable percenta-ge of speculative attempts to enter lands as compared with those of homeseekers.
.
The policy of the administration to have 11:one ~ut honest, competent men m t°?-e
service has been conspicuously demonstrated m this State by t~e removal of the reg_1ster of this office for corruption and gen_eral unfitness for the d1s?harge of the. duties
incumbent upon such an officer. The sa1!1 rem'?val has done m~1c?- m ~ansas to give the
people greater confidence in the honest mtent10ns of the admm1strat10n and the resolute will of the Chief Executive to put such intentions into the strictest execution.
•
This office bas been for years surrounded and the district has been infested with an
nusavory alliance of pretended land attorneys and loan ag:ents, who have been p_rac1icing their piracies upon the unsuspicious settlers. Their conduct had long smce
bMome unbearable and all attempts to subdue them had proved fruitless until the
removal oftheregi~ter aforesaid. Since that event we h_ave inaugurated a refor~_in
this respect. Three land attorneys at Lamed have been disbarred, and one at Med1cme
Lodge, Kans., all of whom are a.waiting appeals.
DURA.NGO, COLO,

Register Richard McCloud, of the Durango land office, Colo., under
date of July 23, 1888, reports:
The attempts at fraud in this district have decreased. Under the homestead, preemp1 ion, and commutation laws the decrease is caused, in my opinion, by the new
t-cstimony questions for claimant and witnesses. If the officer who takes the testimony bas a fair knowledge of the land laws, with these questions he can soon detect
the weak spot in the claimant's proof and the exact truth. Claimants do not now
attempt to 10ake final proof until they can show sufficient residence, cultivation, and
improvernents. I do not see any good reason for the repeal of the pre-emption and
commutation law. Heretofore timber-culture entrymen have satisfied their consciences whuu executing the affidavit by their own interpretation of what is timber.
I think it wonld be well if some general circular should be issued, based upon the
recent decisions of your office and the honorable Secretary of the Interior, to designate
what is" timber" under the law for entries made prior to October 11, 1887 (case of
James Spencer, 6 L. D., 217), and also under the law since that decision, as to the
size of trees and number on a section, and whether or not scrub pin.on, oak, cedar and
pine are considered timber.
.
Spcculntors can not get land in large tracts under the pre-emption, homestead, and
tilu bcr-culture laws, and they have used the schuol-mdemnity-selection act to do so.
Tliey get tht, State agent to select a tract of land that suits them, then try to arrange
with the State for a lease and eventually purchase it for from $1.25 to $5 per acre.
In the mineral regions few avail themselves of the town-site acts to obtain land for
proposed town-sites or additions to towns already established, but take up the land
un<ler the placer law. There is hardly a foot of land in this land district in which
mineral colors can not be found, but the land can easily be shown to be more valuable
for agricnltnre than mineral. But no opposition or protest is made to these placer
applications for patent, and as the papers are correct in form they pass to entry and
to patent.
Under the ·coal-land act persons get what is substantially a lease from the United
States of 160 acres of coal land for one year for the sum of $3. As an illustration
there_ arc 160 acres of c~al land within one mile of the town of Durango, known a~
the 01ty coal bank, and 1t has been worked for the past six or seven years and the coal
sold to consumers in Durango. Each year it has been filed on by a different person
and no application to purchase has yet been made.
'
The proportion of speculative attempts to enter lands, as compared with those of
home-see~ers, is not more than one-eighth at the present time. Previous to 1882,
when bnsrness was done for the county in the Lake City land district, it must have
been fully one-half from what I have learned since I have been in this office. Many
homestead and pre-emption cash entries have been made for the timber alone and
con veye~ on the <;lay of entry to speculators to hold as timber lands. Also, about the
same period, several tracts of land were taken up under "soldiers' additional homesteads'~ that were coal land and are now held by a corporation.
I ~elieve that a special timber agent, with power to examine into fraudulent land
entnes, sh?ul~ visit this land district at least once in every three months and travel
1>ver the distnct away from railroads. It is more than a. ·yea:r since this district has
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been visited by a special agent. I have reported such violations of the timber law
as came to my know ledge, but I have not learned of any examinations or reports on the
same. I learn that saw-mills are at work on the timber in the Mancos and Montezuma
valleys, and also in Ascholeta county, and tie-choppers busy on contracts for the
Denver and Rio Grande Railway Company.
• I believe that the Fort Lewis military reservation of 30,000 acres should be reduced to three sections of land-about 2,000 acres. When this reservation was established the town of Durango and the county of La Plata was very sparsely settled,
but now Durango is a city of nearly 4,000 people and constantly growing. The boundary of the reservation is within 5 miles of Durango, and the land is wanted for actual settlement. It also contains several coal measures that would be purchased
quickly at $20 per acre. Twenty-eight thousand acres of this reservation is of no use
or benefit to the military, and would be of great use to home-seekers; and I earnestly request that some means be taken by you to have it thrown open for settlement,
but not by cash sales.
The fee of2 per cent. on sales oflots (1;.own-site cash entries) under section 3381, United
States Revised Statutes, is not sufficient compensation for the work necessary in making the papers and record for an entry, and should be increased to 10 per cent. Most
of the Pagosa Spring town-site lots are from $3 to $5 per lot, and often but one lot is an
entry.
Where the unsurveyed land is settled upon it should be surveyed, so that settlers
can make entry of the land. The surveyor-general of Colorado has advertised for
bids to survey the western part Qf the Montezuma valley, and the survey should be
proceeded with as soon as possible, as I am informed nearly one hundred 8ettlers are
now upon the land. There is also one township (township 35 north, range 6 west, New
Mexico meridian) surrounded by surveyed townships for which no plat has yet be~u
filed in this office, owing, as I am informed, to a fraudulent survey of this townsh11_)
some three or four years ago. Settlers upon this township have petitioned for a new
survey, so that they could make entry, lmt no proposals for bids have yet been made
by the surveyor-general. A large part of the township in which Durango is situated
(township 35 north, range 9 west, New Mexico meridian) and all of township 36 north,
range 9 west, New Mexico meridian, are suspended because of an incorrect survey
made some years ago. Another survey was made a few years afterwards, and now
another survey is being made. It is hoped the present survey will be correct and
final, so that the settlers can make final entry of their land and the lines be pernrn,nen t. Competent local surveyors state that all the trouble of incorrect _or fra~dule~t
surveys is caused 1:iy the small price allowed for tbe survey; that it is unposs1ble f~r
surveyors to do honest work at the present maximum price. If such is the case, it
would be economy for the Government to allow a sufficient price to obtain honest
work. A correct survey in the first instance would save local officers much annoyance and time.
'The Southern Ute Reservation will probably be thrown open to settlement in abo~t
one year, and a rush will then be made for the land by settlers. It would be adv isable to have the land correctly surveyed and the plats in this office on or before the
date fixed for the removal of the Indians.
GLENWOOD SPRINGS, COLO.

Register S. J. DeLan and ReceiverJ. S. Swan, of the Glenwood Springs
land office, Colorado, under date of August 1, 1888, report :
Wt:J are of the opinion that the attempts to improperly acquire the public domain
have materially decreased since our incumbency of this office, and we attribute it to
the firm po ition of the present administration in protecting the saiu domain for
home-seeker&; and, cousideriug it our duty so to do, we have strictly investigated
l;\11 ~ual proofs offered, rejecting all tl.iat we are not thoroughly 8atisfied with, subJl'Ctmg the ~roof-makers to rigid oral examination in each case. This action bas prov u_ted parties from attemptmg proof who had not fully complied with the law, anc.l
vl11le ome may have evaded our scrutiny and made improper entries they must
b v (if~here b any) perjur cl tbero: ··lv"!sto do so.
\Ve beheve that more improper attempts to acqnire lauds in our district are made
und r tl~e p_re-E>mption an,l_ ti1nber-culture laws; the latter is used by non-residents
of th h . n~t for spe_culat1ve purpos s, and we doubt if any final entries of timbercultur applicants will verb made in our district.
Pr - mp io~ filiu:~ _are made for speculativo purposes also· aud some of the cla.imnt , aft r r lmqm hmg th ir clain• for a. consideiation, settle on other lands, holding
t ~ m from hon
h n~
eker until hey cau g ta -price for their illegal po se siou.
\ ar ho v. r, ~t1 fi.ed th t t:11 1ir· ctice has somewhat decrea ·ed since our in~
t is o c , at1d we nll continue to do all in our power to eradicate it.
n \ nc
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We think the speculative attempts to enter lands, as compared with home-seekers,
in our district are ·about 1 to 10, except in coal lands, where it is possibly larger.
There are many thousands of acres in this district not available for agricultural
purposes, simply because of the great difficulty of obtaining water for il'ri ga tion, These
lands are of the richest soil, and by location and climate particularly adaptsd for farming and fruit-raising. Tracts of rich lnnds have been irrigated by ditches built by
companies, who have reaped a gQOd income selling water to settlers, and in many
cases settlers have combined their labor and means and constructed ditches at (for
poor men) great expense. In view of these facts (and the price of land being the
same as to pre-emptors in rainfall districts) we urgently recommend that Congress
either extend the desert-land act to this State or appropriate funds to construct reservoirs to save the immense quantities of water that are annually wasted, and which
could, at a small outlay, be utilized to the great ad vantage of the arid but rich lands
embraced in the public domain of this district.
We call special attention to our letter of December 20, 1887, and your letter "A"
of December 28 in reply thereto. The need of assistance in this office has increased
since the said dates. About every question that can arise in a ]and office is presented
in our <listrict, and the agricultural and mining questions that arise require the studious att,ention of the officers. Some of the pending contests involve properties of great
value and rest on close questions of law and practice, and it is impracticable for the
register and receiver to give them the proper consideration and attend to the clerical
duties of the office, added to which is the voluminous correspondence alluded to in
our letter of December 20, which has increased as the suspended townships are resurveyed and refiled. Under these circumstances we respectfoliy urge that we bo allowed
the two clerks asked for in our eaid letter of December 20, and an additional one for
contest cases.
SPRINGFIELD, MO.

Register George M. Sawyer and Receiver Ambrose H. Wear, of the
Springfield land office, Missouri, under date of August 7, 1888, report:
We have not detected during the past fiscal year any attempt to improperly acquire the public domain under existing land laws. So far as we have been able
to ascertain by inquiry and close observation, all entries have b~en made by actnal
settlers, who located with intention of making for themselves homes.
We think it would be safe to assert that not more than 1 per cent. of the land applied for under the land laws in this district is so applied for improperly and with
intent to speculate and defraud.
Three-fourths of the entries at this offi~e are made under the homestead law.
It is a noticeable feature in the business of this office that not more than 1 per cent.
of the entries made under the pre-emption law are consummated, and not more than 10
per cent. are transmuted to homestead entries.
Cash entries are, as a rule, for small tracts of 40 and 80 acr~s, and are made by
actual settlers.
In this district there yet remain about 400,000 acres of vacant Government land.
Most of this is rough and timbered land, susceptible of being converted into homes.
It is being rapidly taken, largely under the homestead laws.

VANCOUVER, WASH.

Register W. S. Austin and Receiver John O'Keane, of the Vancouver land office, Washington Territory, under date of July 7, 1888,
report:
·
Attempts to improperly or fraudule.atly acquire lands within this district during
the greater part of our term of office have beeJ!l inconsiderable till about the 1st of
Septe1!l ber,. 1887, when, o~in~ to the high price of timber, numerous applications were
made rn th1~ part of our district, west of the Cascade Mountains, to acquire lands
under the timber-land act of .June 3, 1878, the number of applications running from
339 to 416 to ~he present date. The greater number of these, with the exception
of those m~de m the fa~l o~ 1887, were for lands in Lewis county, within the newlyadded portions <?four d1_stn?t, and a large number of the final proofs have been taken
:tnd_held to await e~a:r~nnatto~ and report by special agent before approving or reJectmg sa!lle· The pnce of timber, and consequently of logs, having dropped, the
rush for timber lands seems to have spent its force, although an occasional application
1s recorded. The act of June 3, 1878, and the pre-emption act of 1841 are t,hose under

86

·"

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

which most frauds are pcrpetrate<l, and of the two we reg:inl Lh e former as most liaul\i
to l>e used as an instrument of fraud. In Lewis and Thompson counties however
the applicants under each law seem to be running a neck and neck rac;, and it 1;
hard to determine under which law more fraud is sought to be perpetrated. We have
reason to believe, though we have no direct proof on tllis point, that amon(J' rival
claimants under these two laws there the whole aim is to secnre the valuablet,timber
upon the lands applied for regardless of how title may be acquired. Wecau not know
the true inwardness of the matter until we hear from the special agent. As a rule the
high price of lands, and consequent value of timber lands, is the inciting cause to
fraud under both these laws.
As a matter of general interest we know of nothing (if we except the forfeiture of
railroad grants) that would so advantage the public at large as a general extension
of public surveys. There is much unsurveyed land now set.tled upon that should be
surveyed, and we are daily called upon in person and by le~ter, by settlers thereon,
who urge us to advise them and assist them in obtaining surveys. The price DO\T
paid for surveying will not justify a competent man to undertake the work. From
$15 to $20 per mile should be paid, and much land in every county in the district should
be immediately surveyed for the accommodation of actual settlers and the development of the country. The Northern Pacific Railroad Company should also be compelled to either select the lands along the line of their road from Portland to KalatM,
definitely located on September 22, 1882, or renounce all claim to them. '£hey tell all
applicants that they have no claims to these lands, but steadfastly res:st all attempts
by the settlers to acquire title thereto. They are playing the part of the dog in the
manger, and should be·compelled to assert title or relinquish all claim to said 111,11,ls.
The continued failure of Congress to take any final action regarding forfeiture of the
srant to said road between Wallula and Portland also works a great hardship and
mjustice to many, and could your office find some way under th~ act of April 21,
1876, of restoring these lands to the public domain it would be a cause of general
rejoicing.
Our impression is that the right of pre-emption has been more greatly infring~d
upon by efforts of frauds or fictitions entrymen, though in this our district has l.>reu
particularly lueky, as we do not know of a solitary instance wherein fraud was unmistakably evident, only a laxness in carrying out the plain requirements of the bw;
but this has disappeared as the age of the present administration has increased . . 'fh.e re.ason of all this has been, or is, the short time required for residence and cult1 vat~ou. m
matters of pre-emption and the small fee for entry or filing required under the ex1stmg
· laws.
The efforts at speculative attempts to enter or acquire lands in this district are indeed quite limited, but of course there are some which generally seem incit~cl by a
desire to dispose of the timber, and this sentiment, as we have before stated, 1s mnch
more apparent in matters of pre-emption. In homestead entries we can not now
recall a single instance where speculative motives were clearly or even remotely
shown. The great desire of the people· of our State is for new or increased survey~ of
public lands. Much of our very best land is as yet untenable because of not ~emg
surveyed. And even a remote but definite prospect in this regard would be cherished
with much satisfaction. Also a speedy settlement of the vexed questions of swamp
and railroad lands and wagon-road grants would be most pleasing to ourf opulation.
We do not know what more we can say that would be of any degree o interest to
either you or the public.
ROSEBURG, OREGON.

Register Charles W. Johnston and Receiver A. C. Jones, of the Roseburg land district, Oregon, under date of August 13, ~888, report:
Efforts to wrongfully acquire public lands, or rather lands under the public-lan1l
law~, have greatly decreased since ourincnmbency in office, and the principal can · .
leadIB~ ther~to have been the continued efforts upon the part of the General Land Office
to pumsh offenders and to reserve or preserve the public domain for the benefit of bona
-J!.<k and hon~t settlers, and a~so the more thorough and careful course pursued in. makmg or ~cceptIBg 1h_1al proofs m both matters of homestead and pre-emption entries, a
w 11 as m that of timber entries under the act of June 3, 1878.
There. seem to hav~ ~ en a confidence bnilt up in the estimation of the people l>y
the action of Comuu 1oner parks and hi successors in office to the effect that
eyerythin" i being done for the very best inter st of honest settlers.· and tbouO'h at
t1.m_ th rulin of the depart~ent may sc m bar hand oppre ive in particular ind1v1du 1 c
, a. g n ral acqme c nee i iv n because such action seems general
and for the beat interest.a and elfare of the ma~y.
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LEADVILLE, OOLO.

Register H. R. Pendery and Receiver T. W. Burchinell, of the Leadville land office, Colorado, under date of August 13, 1888, report :
No attempts to acquire in our office any lands, either improperly or for speculative
purposes, have been made to our knowledge.

WAUSAU, WIS.

Register S. E. Thayer, of the Wausau land office, Wisconsin, under
date of August 1, 1888, reports:
The attempts to improperly acquire the public domain have undoubtedly decreased
within the last three or four years quite materially, and I would assign two reason11
for the reduction : First, the great reduction in the amount of valuable pine timber
upon the public lands has lessened the temptation to im~r~perly acq_nire it. Se~ondly,
and principally, the general land laws have been admuustered with more strictness
and justice than formerly.
I am of tho opinion that the most attempts to improperly acquire the public domain
are made under the pre-emption law. I believe that in ninety-nine out of every
hundred pre-emption entries in this district the entries have been made in oraer r,o
eecure possession of valuable pine timber, the land upon which it stands not entering
into consideration, and that a pre-emptor seldom, if ever, complies with the spirit of
the laws. Numerous attempts to improperly acquire the public lands are also made
under the commutation clause of the homestead law, but the proportion of cases in
which good faitl1 is evident is far greater than under the pre-emption law. I would
eay that there is a greater proportion <1f fraudulent entries under the pre-emption
law than under the homestead law proper, for the reason thap a much shorter term of
residence and cultivation is required under the former law; and as between the preemption law and the commutation clause of the homestead law, I think the difference
in the cost of the preliminary papers, and the fact that the provisions of the homestead law as to commutation to cash entry are not so well known as those of the
pre-emption law, explain why a greater number of fraudulent entries are made under
the pre-emption law.
As to the proportion of speculative attempts as compared with those of home-seekers, I am of the opinion that from 80 to 90 per cent. of the final E-ntries made at this
effice during the last three years were made by actual home-seekers.
I have no further information to furnish upon the subject of your letter ; but I
":ould like to add in closing that my experience in this effice has thoroughly convmced me that the pre-emption law, which was intended for a wise and good purpose, has_b~come a fraud, a delusion, and a snare, and should be repealed. I am also
of the op1mon that the commutation clause of the homestead law should be altered
so as to require at least eighteen instead of six months' residence.

IMPROVED METHODS.
To provide proper facilities for carrying out the public-land laws and
to see that they are complied with by those who seek to acquire public
lands virtually constitute the only reasons for the existence of the General Land Office. These two duties imply both a helpful interest in those
who rightfully claim the benefits of the land laws, and at the same time
a watchful regard for honest and faithful compliance with at least the
spirit of their provisions. That difficulties attend the administration of
these laws, and that individual hardships are necessarilj' visited on
som~ who do not merit them, is not disputed. But, on the other hand,
it is true as well as lamentable that gross frauds have in times past been
perpetrated against the Government in the unlawful acquirement of public lands, and that like attempts are now being constantly .made can
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not be doubted in view of the certain evidences of fraud and deceptions
in this direction obtained on hearings and investigations by this office
in cases now pending before it. In view of these things, nothing lesf!
than a careful examination of each case acted on is tolerated, to the end
that it may clearly appear whether or not there · has been a substantial
compliance with the law and regulations of the land department. Examination of cases presented for patenting is therefore the most important, and likewise the most burdensome, of all the various duties devolving on the General Land Office.
To simplify, systematize, and accelerate these examinations was a
much-needed reform on the old method8 in vogue for many years, which
permitted each particular clerk examining cases to determine upon a
cursory view of the record, without noting points of compliance or noncompliance, whether or not the various requirements of law were
complied with, and, consequently, whether cases were to be approved
or suspended. Under such loose and unsystematic examinations nece~sarily many improper cases were approved for patent, and often more
worthy cases were· suspended or held for cancellation when they should
110L have been.
Thus often questionable cases were hastened to patent
and good ones unnecessarily delayed. A full appreciation of these hindrances to this most important work led me, as Acting Commissioner, to
introduce into general use on the 30th day of August, 1887, the examination card or brief, since used by all examining clerks in noting the
substantial status of every case acted on.
Inasmuch as the order itself both indicates the objects to be attained
by the card system as wen as the manner in which it is now used the
same is here given in full :
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
GENERAL L.il.'D OFFICE,

Washington, D. C., August 30, 1887.

To

CHIEFS OF DIVISIONS

C, G, P, F ,

AND

0,

General Land Office :
In order to facilitat e the business of this office and to guard against mistakes and
errors of j udgment( ! ) In recommending improper cases to the b oard of review;
(2) In incorrectly suspending cases for amendment or for other cause, thus delaying the proper and speedy disposition of lan d entries, you will observe the following
requirements:

I.

/

All clerks in your respective divisions who make :final examinations in homestead,
pre-emption, desert-land, timber-culture, and all cash cases will henceforth conform
auch :xaminations to the points embraced in the examination cards to be hereafter
fnrni hed.
II.

uch 1 r or examiners will carefully fill out the blanks on said card, ex.tending
their n te on the a.ck thereof (if nece ary), in a distinct, legible hand, written in
heir initia , with date of examination.
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III.
Examiners will be held strictly responsible for ail mtstakes or otnissions found i•
examinations made by them, and their efficiency and carefulness will be graded accordingly.
/
IV.
The recommendation of cases to the board of review and the suspension of cases
for any cause will no longer be made by the clerks examining the same.

v.
After cases have been examined or briefed they will be disposed of by the chief of
division or section, or by one or more experienced clerks, as may be required, specially designated for the purpose by the chief, who will carefully inspect all examinations made, and if the blanks are regularly and intelligently filled out dispose of cases
by classes in the order strictly as follows:
Class 1. Select from all cases examined in any local office first those cases which
clearly in his judgment should go to patent, and recommend and send them without
delay to. the board of review, with the usual iudorseruent over hie signature, together
with the examination card.
Cases recommended for patent sent to the board of review will there be examined
according -to the rules governing said division, and a record kept of all errors, mistµ,kes, or omissions made by the clerks who fill out the examination cards, with name
of clerk making same. Said record to be considered in estimating the efficiency of
said clerk. This record to be forwarded to chief clerk weekly.
Class 2. Doubtful cases and those requiring amendment will be next passed on, and
all substantial defects, and how to cure and amend them, will be indorsed on the back
of examination slip for the guidance of those who write the letters of suspension.
Class 3. Entries to be held for cancellation will be so indorsed, with reasons therefor, and suspended accordingly.

VI.
No office will be passed, however, until these three classes of oases are disposed of
in order above indicated, and the filing away indefiff.itely of suspended cases without
taking definite action on the same in the order of time prescribed in Rule 5 is expressly prohibited.

VII.
The examination card or slip, with alL indorsements, must be kept with case for
permanent reference.

VIII.
When any suspended case has been cured by amendment, the amendment, with
date made, shall be indorsed on back of examination slip and be passed on in the
order of other cases (Rules 5, 6) in the same office.
WILLIAM W ALKER 1
Chief Clerk, General Land Office~
Approved:

8. M. 8TOCKSLAGER1
.Acting Commissioner-r

In the supplemental report made by me to the select committee of
the Senate, Hon. F. M. Cockrell chairman, in relation to the business
and methods of this office, the matter of examination of' cases by the

•
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card system was ;eferred to and explained and its merits set forth as
follows:
·

•

The object sought to be attained by it was to facilitate the business of this office by
accomplishing the following results:
·
(1) By avoiding the recommendation of defective entries to the board of review, thus
delaying necessary amendment till reached in that division.
(2) By avoiding improper suspension of cases for amendment or other cause, viz:
On account of imperfect examinations many cases have been suspended for minor
defects, and after the delay incident to amending these some fatal defect or omission
is found1,,. necessitating additional. amendment and delay, thus multiplying the work
of the ot:tic~ and annoyance to claimant.
Any mistakes like the foregoing are necessarily avoided as a rule by the use of the
examination card.
By referring to those accompanying this report, which are "briefs" of actual cases
now pending in the board of review (the number and class of entry being noted on
each case), it will be observed that the exact status of each case, whether good or bad,
can be seen within a small compass, all the elements of compliance being connectedly
set forth in their order.
·
It is impossible for the best clerk to examine the various points in a case and carry
them in logical connection in his mind to a correct conclusion without making serious
and frequent mistakes. Fur instanceBy examining the cocd herewith sent, applying to homesteads or pre-em~tions, tw~lve
statutory essentials will be noted about which there can be no discret10n exercised
by examiner; and without observing which no case can properly be patent~d, regardless of the '' good faitp." which may be shown by improvement, cultivation! etc. Description, area, date of residence, entry, proof, advertisement, officer takmg proof,
residence claimed, military service, and naturalization are such requirements.
The remaining points likewise are essential in determining intelligently the character of compliance. So when an examination is made as contemplated by the cards
now used in the General Land Office the exact status of any entry is evident. If good,
it goes to patent at once; if defective, all defects are seen a.nd cured at one. time.
If bad, the. entry can be held for cancellation without doubts as to propriety of the
action.
Examiners can dispose of more cases by the use of the card than without it, for the
reason, viz:
.
In filling up the card from the papers in a case the operation is simply clerical,
without any mental worry as to the character of the compliance. Experience has d~monstrated that from twenty to forty cases are the daily average of clerks, accordmg
to the kind of entries examined and clerical ability of examiners.
When examinations have been thus made, the clerk making same do~s not ~ass on
the sufficiency of compliance, but some experienced clerk in each section 1s ~eq u~red to
pass on the examinations as made, he being able to dispose of the exammat1ous of
four examiners.
•
It has thus been demonstrated that this is the surest and most expeditious method
of disposing of all classes of cases.
.
It is confidently believed that the use of these cards will greatly increase the efficiency of the clerical force in the Land Office, and that even clerks of limited experience may do good work in preparing the examinations to be pass~d on by t~ose only
who better understand the requirements of the law and regulations touchmg final
proof.
.
And that the nae of these cards will, to a great extent, do a.way with the necessLty
of a i:;econd examination of the various papers al).d records in each case by the board
of review, which was undoubtedlynecessary under the old system of approving ?ase
for patent, as appears fully by some of the examination cards accompanying this report.

The views expressed in the above report have been fully confirmed
by the notable increa e of the amount and quality of the work done
each succe ive month since that time, as will appear from the reports
of the several divi ions engaged on the examination of cases on file in
your departm nt.
nd I have no doubt that this system of briefing final proof proceeding will, to a marked degree, decrea e the number of appeal to your
d partment up n improper u pen ions, and in appealed cases the
l)r
of th rough rief of the a.lieut points of evidence will af-
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ford no little assistance to those passing on the questions in controversy.
These cards or briefs are prepared for each of the more important
classes of entries, and several forms are here inserted that you may
fully comprehend the use made of them. Some are in blank, some are
filled out.
F. C. 8136.
District-Kirwin, Kansas.
No. of acres-160.
Errors in description-None.
Transmuted, D. S.-Filed June 3, 1878.
Date of settlement-May 30, 1878.
'' " residence-Sept. 1, 1879.
" " entry~June 15, 1878.
" '' proof-March 6, 1885.
" advertised, '' " "
" of certificate, " " "
Officer taking proof-Register.
No. of weeks advertised-6.
Proof by claimant.
Improvements-Sod house 16 x 24, 2 windows, door, and well.
Value of-$200.
Acres broken-65.
" in crop,--; No. ofseasons-6.
Kind of crops-Not stated.
Residence claimed-6 yrs., 8 mos., and 19 days.
Military or naval service claimed,--.
"
"
"
''
verified, - - .
No. of absences-None.
Native-born--.
Claimant's family-Wife and 1 child.
Remarks.-Residence not established within 6 months from date of entry, and
no explanation.
Call for affidavit explaining why.
Recommendation-Su;pend.
Examined 10th day of January, 1888.

W. L.

SPALDING,

Examiner
PRE.No. 669.
District-Bismarck, Dakota..
No. of acres-160.
Errors in description-None.
Date of settlement-June 8, 1883.
" '' residence,
" " "
'' '' proof, July 8, 1884.
" advertised, " " "
" of certificate-Oct, 17, 1884.
Officer taking proof-Probate judge.
No. of weeks ad vertised-6.
Proof by claimant.
Improvements-House lt story, 16 x 22 ft.; addition, 10 x 12 ft. and well.
Value of--$385.
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Acres broken-11.
" in crop, - - ; No. of seasons, - · -.
Kind of crops-No crop shown.
Residence claimed-13 months.
Military or naval service claimed,--.
"
"
"
" verified, - - .
No. of absences-No absences.
Total duration, - - .
Cause,-,-.
Native-born, - - .
Supplemental proof, - - .
Claimant's family-Wife and 2 children.
Papers missing, - - .
REMARKS: Register's certificate not signed.
register's signature attached.
Recommendation-Suspend.
·
Examined 10th day of January, 1888.

Return to local office to have

w.

L. SPALDING,
.Examiner.

TIMBER CULTUIUC,

No. - - ; district - - .
No. acres,--; compact-in 1 sec.,- -.
All descriptions compared-Errors,--.
Native, naturalized, declared intention,
Date of entry,--.
" final proof, - - .
Date advertised, - - ; No. weeks,--.
" of certificate, - - .
Proof made by claimant-heir-guardian.
Officer taking proof,--.
"
advertised, - - .
Acres broken-1st year,--; 2d,--; 3d,--.
Cultivated 2d year,--; kind,--.
"
3d " - - ; "
Acres to trees, seeds, or cuttings 3d year,--; kind,
,, " "
"
"
,,
4th " - - ; "
Total acreage to trees on tract, - - .
No. years 1st half trees cultivated,--.
"
" 2d "
"
"
--.
No. trees per acre,--.
Total trees at date of proof, - - ; condition--.
Average size-Height,--; diam'r, --.
Papers not signed and missing,--.
Papers executed outside of district,--.
Supplemental proof and date,--.
Did claimant sign original and non-mineral affidavits before officer in district same time and place T - - .
Examined, - - day of - -1 188-.

------,

Exami-ner.

Cl rks u ing these card will be held to a strict responsibility for all errors and
omi ion an l n
imating their reliability and efficiency all such errors and omisn id r .
.on , ill l
Th
c rd t be u '1 nly for the purpose intended.
WILLIAM: W ALKER 1

Chief Cle,·7c.
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No.--; district--.
County,--; No. acres,--.
Compact-Not compact,--.
All descriptions compared-Errors,--.
Native-born, naturalized,--.
Date of entry,--.
Officer (and court) taking declaration and affidavits,--.
Date final proof,--.
" advertised,--- ; ~o. weeks,--.
Officer (and court) taking,--.
Improvements,--.
Water-Source of,--.
Main ditches-No.,--; dimeusions,--.
Lateral ditches-No.,--; dimensions,--.
Ownership of water,--.
''
ditches,--.
No. times land flooded each year,--.
What months flooded, and duration,--.
Subdiv'ns not .flooded-Why T - - .
Crops raised, and number seasons,--.
Water supply-Abundant, continuous, doubtful.
Mineral or coal,--.
Kind of trees on land, date of entry,--.
Springs or streams on or adjoining land,--.
NOTE.-(1) All supplemental proofs and date; (2) are _d eclarations and affidavits on personal knowledge; and (3) papers missing,--.
Exnmined - - day o f - - , 188-.

------,

Examiner.

Clerks using these cards will be held to a 't-!trict responsibility for all errors and
omissions, and in estimating their reliability and efficiency all such errors and omissions will be considered.
These cards to be used only for the purpose intended.
WILLIAM WALKER,

Chief Clerk.

OARD SYSTEM FOR REGISTERS AND RECEIVERS.

The Select Committee of the Senate, Hon. F. M. Cockrell chairman,
upon a thorough investigation of the examination card system, in their
report to the Senate of the Fiftieth Congress on methods and busin·e ss
in the General Land Office, on page 231, say:
Your commit.tee take pleasure in calling special attention to the order of August
30, 1887, to Chiefs of Division C, G, P, F, and O, requiring them in all final examinations in homestead, pre-emption, desert land, timber culture and all cash cases to
use and fill in the blanks in examination cards, copies of which accompany same.
The improvement in the disposition of cases under the requirements of this order
is so marked as to demonstrate beyond question its correctness and advantages. It
is an oasis in the desert.
The system of having employes in examining cases to brief them on cards, instead of
tttempting to read over the papers and then adjudge the case ready for patent, suspension, or holding for cancellation, to be pigeon-holed, is a decided improvement
for the better, and should be extended to all cases examined by employes not
thoroughly familiar with the law and requirements, and then submitted for decisioll
~o ij corp.pe~ent chief or person to e:x;l;!iiniue Sl:lch brief,
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On page 229, in further discussion of this matter, said commi~ ~
, ommended as follows :
The Commissioner should likewise prepare forms of printed briefs or reports-one
for each class of entries-to be signed and returned by the registers and receivers
with the papers in each entry approved by them. These briefs, or reports, should
be in interrogatory form, the questions propounded being such as to require the registers and receivers to answer specifically as to compliance with all legal and all departmental requirements set forth in the one consolidated general circular to be
issued as before suggested, and to which alone reference should be made. And also
such as require tliem to answer specifically in regard to the most frequent mistakes,
errors, and omissions found in cases heretofore approved and returned by them to
the General Land Office, thus preventing their recurrence. Samples of such interrogatories in such b:i;iefs or reports might be as follows:
(1) Have you properly signed all papers Y
Answer.--.
(2) Have claimant and witnesses properly signed their names to all paperaf
Answer.--.
(3) Do they agree with the published notice f
Answer.--.
( 4) Do names and descriptions agree in published notice, original proof, and fiul
entry papers f
Answer. - - . ·

After mature consideration I deemed the last suggestion of the Senate
committee important and valuable, and acting on the same prepared
forms for each class of entries, to be filled out by registers and receivers, and forwarded with each case approved by them to this
office. I have no doubt but that in thus formally calling attention of
the local officers to the various points in final proof papers, on which
they most frequently make omissions and mistakes, the delay incident
to correcting same by this office will be avoided.
These forms are now on :file in your department awaiting the publication of the revised general circ;ular.

NEEDFUL LEGISLATION.
Under this head I desire to call your attention :first to the singular
fact that no authority of law exists for compelling the attendance of
witnesses to testify on behalf of the Government in proceedings before
registers and receivers looking to the protection of the public land
interests of the country against the manifold frauds and spoliations
which constantly threaten them.
That there is any difference of opinion as to the propriety and necessity of legislation of this sort can only arise, it seems to me, either
from want of knowledge of the difficulties which meet and thwart nearly
every attempt on the part of the Government to expose and punish
fraud. committed again t the public land laws, or, on the otlrnr band,
from a skeptici m on the part of those who consider the question as to
the exi t nc and extent of these fraudulent practices.
Th inve tigation of any matter by any tribunal, especially when.
c nnect d with gro violation of law, i neces arily fruitless without
the pow r to c mp 1 the attendance of witnesses.
I ha(l
fore to ay, in calling your attention to this
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subject ,, some parties possessed of information that would defeat
fraud ;hrink from the position of voluntary informers, others are deterred from the fear of exciting the ill-will of defendants, and others
are controlled by pecuniary considerations not to appear and give testimony. Thus the important interests of the people are left unprovided for and dependent entirely upon chance, the caprice, cupidity,
or timidity of witnesses, who might be compelled to appear and testify
and be protected as Government witnesses."
And when it is further considered that by far the most grievous violations of the land laws have been committed by corporations and· other
strong and influential combinations of individuals and capital in their
attempts, sometimes successfully, to monopolize by fraudulent entries
and other means the most valuable portions of the public lands, such
as parts of the great timber belts of the western States and Territories, the most valuable coal-fields, the lands adjacent to rivers in the
arid regions, with a view to commanding the water supply, and by cutting and destroying valuable timber growing on public land, it is not
at all strange that witnesses who are neither paid their expenses of attendance nor protected from assaults while giving and after giving
their testimony, as has recently happened in such cases, should refuse
voluntarily to attend and testify at their own personal expense and
peril.
These peculiar circumstances surrounding the most important cases
to be investigated, and the utter failure of the Government thus far to
secure the testimony of witnesses who refuse to testify in certain pending investigations, the Union Cattle Company case, of Wyoming, for
instance, would appear to be convincing proof of the necessity of such
a law as here recommended.
As an instance of the difficulty experienced in seeking to obtain the
testimony of witnesses in hearings on behalf of the Government I insert
the following extract from Inspector Bowers's report to the department
of August 29, 1888, in relation to certain hearings which he was in.
structed to conduct on behalf of the Government in the Union Cattle
Company case:
So long as the local land officers are powerless to compel the attendance of witnesses in _hearings before them, so long will men refuse to testify in Government
cases, which will fall to the ground for want of evidence. It is an easy matter to
persuade men to absent themselves from a disagreeable task, and few men care to
go upon the witness stand when not personally interested themselves. With fellows
of the baser sort a few dollars have a wonderfully silencing effect. Some authority
for comp~lling the attendance ~f witnesses shon~d be &ranted at once by Congress in
cancellation cases, or such hearmgs should be d1scontmued and these· questions be
tried in the courts.
D~ring the month of May I spent most of the time in hunting up witnesses for these
hearm~s. They were scattered over Wyoming and Colorado. Many whose names
were g1v~n me as workmen upon these ditches in 1885 belonged to the Arab class of
the frontier and could not be found, and many who were rAfused to give their testimony._ Over a large part of the country where these lands in controversy are located
~here 1s no settl~ment, and only wandering cowboys knew about it. This class, bemg dependent for employ~ent on cattlem~n, would give no testimony, as they said
o~her ~a.t_tlem~n would be rnfl.uenced by this company to '' black-list " them if they
did. fh1s Umon Cattle Company always has been since its organization one of the
most powerful in Wyoming.
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As to the real existence and extent of organized attempts to defraud
the Government in the ways above mentioned, I am aware that some,
even in high places, appear to be incredulous and unconcerned.
To be so minded, in view of the accumulated testimony and recoamendations of my predecessors of this and other administrations, is to
deny the usual weight that is given to ordinary testimony.
Hon. N. C. McFarland, former Commissioner of the General La11d
Office, in his annual report for 1884, bore abundant testimony to the
existence of the most stupendous land frauds at that time being prae·
ticed against the Government, some of which this administration bas
already investigated and exposed, and others are now being tried under
many difficulties, arising almost entirely from want of power on the part
of officers of the Government to compel the atten~ance of witnesses at
the h~arings and a sufficient force of special agents to collect necessary
information.
Since Judge McFarland's statements and recommendations relate expressly to this lack of authority to compel attendance of witnesses, and
to the necessity of increased facilities for the prevention and investigation of frauds against the public land laws, I here insert a portion of the
isame as bearing directly upon both the prevalen~ of these fraudulent
attempts and the necessity for every reasonable means being given the
land office for their suppression :
In a special report submitted May 15, 1884, in reply to a resolution of the Sena.ta,
I stated as follows :
"Beyond cases specifi.cany•examined, I have no doubt that much has bee_n done in
the way of prevention within the sphere of these operations. But the _ter!1tory to be
covered is so vast, and the proportion of fraudulent entries found to exist 1s so largo,
that if it be the intention of Congress that the remaining public lands shall 1;Je -protected from indiscriminate absorption through illegal and fraudulent appropnat1ons
more adequate legislative measures will need to be adopted.
"The repeal of the pre-emption and timber-culture laws, which I h_ave heretofore
recommended, is one of the first essential steps in this direction. It 1s not poSSL?le
by any administrative action to close the doors opened to abuses under these laws.
"This may equally be said in referf>nce to the timber-land and desert-land laws ~nd
the commutation features of the homestead laws, and also of the provisions a~l~wrn_g
the filing of soldiers' homestead declarations by attorney, which latter prov1s10n lll
used to defraud both the soldier and the Government.
•'If all laws for the disposal of public lands, except the homestead law, .yere repealed, and ·the latter amended as heretofore suggested, the great bulk of misappropriations would disappear from future entries.
'' An examination of pending entries alleged and believed to be fraudulent wou~d
require a special agent to be constantly on duty in each of the principal land dIBtricts, and in some districts one such agent would be unable to cope with the work
before him.
'' If the system of examination in the field is to be effective provision should be ma:de
for n_ot less_than one hundred special'agents. The compensation of such agents, mc~u_dmg gmdes, surveyors, and assistants, averages about $3,600 a year each, and addttional expenses for the payment of witnesses and the cost of taking testimony on
~he part of the Government at hearings before local officers are also necessarily
rncurred. The total appropriation for the protection of the public lands the next fi. c~l year should not be less than 400,000 if efficient measures are desired. An add1~1on ~f twbn ,-n~e cl~rks, who should be of the higher gradeB, would also be necessary
m tb1 o~ce m d1rectmg the operations of special agents and examining and acting
npon their report .
"Fuct:h r 1 i lation is also requisite to authorize registers and receivers to subp na "1tn
and compel their attendance."

In noth r p rt f hi rep rt h
lf i · he 1 i lative
P blic la ' f r actual
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adhere to the policy of pre erving the remaining
tQ vreventthe acq_ui.sition of great bodiea of lan'1
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in fraud of law by single individuals and corporations, American or foreign, sufficient
me::..ns should be placed at the disposal of the land department to prevent the vast
and widespread violations of law which have been brought to the knowledge of this
department and the notice of Congress.
I have discharged my duty in presenting this subject, as I have from time to time
rn my annual reports an<l in special reports submitted to Congress, as clearly and
forcibly as I could, and I leave to the higher power of that body the responsibility of
determining the course to be pursued.

The above quotation should serve also fully to answer the charges
made by certain persons who seem not only to question the existence
of land and timber frauds, but to believe that the special-service force
and other agencies of the General Land Office for investigating frauds
are used rather to harass honest poor men than to detect guilty ones.
In concluding this part of the subject of needed legislation I can but
express the hope that the attention of Congress may again be called' to
this matter, with the view that local land officers will be clothed with
the necessary authority to summon and compel the attendance of witnesses in all cases involving the investigation or determination of title
or claim to public land, and also to punish for contempt those who refuse to testify, subject only to such privileges as obtain in courts of
record, and that proper provision be made for service of process and
payment to witnesses of reasonable fees for mileage and daily attendance.
INDEMNITY SCRIP,

In 1806 the policy was inaugurated of issuing indemnity scrip for
confirmed private land or other claims which remained unsatisfied,
either partially or wholly, by reason of failure to locate or by prior appropriation of the land granted or deficiency in place.
Besides this indemnity scrip, a large amount of Indian scrip has
issued in exchange for lands surrendered to the Government by certain
Indian tribes. Thus we have Sioux half. breed scrip, Chippewa halfbreed scrip, etc., all of which is locatable upon unoccupied vacant
lands of the Government under certain restrictions provided in each
case. This class of scrip can hardly be cousidered as indemnity scrip,
being more in the nature of an even exchange of lands.
Another feature of the policy of the Government to indemnify by a
grant of lands for a failure of a grant in place is the practice of allowing selections upon lists made up by the grantee setting forth the lands
claimed to be lost, as is provided for in the swamp-land and educational
grants to the States and the grants to railroad, wagon-road,. .al;l_Q. 1caµijJ. 1
companies.
The principle underlying all of these inQ1emnity .Pn>vision~ of 1t\te:I~.Wi,·
is that of providing for tbe select.ion by the grantee, of other l~nds i~,
lieu of such as he ma,y fail to rAceive by the express term.s of ~h~ grant,
WhHe the public lands were plentiful and the demand for them was
small this practice was apparently equitable and proper. The lands
-which were comparatively inaccessible w:~re not of great vaJu_e> a,nd .1.1.0-,.,
IN'.J.' 8.8-:-YPL J:-:---7 .
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temptation to speculation through these indemnity provisions of law
was presented.
But the conditions have greatly changed in the last quarter of a century. Vacant public lands are becoming scarcer day by day, and are
growing correspondingly valuable. The policy of the Government now
is to encourge actual settlement on the public lands by small holders,
who will improve and cultivate their lands. This policy is antagonized
by the former policy of granting lands as indemnity for those lost in
. place out of express grants. In the very nature of things there can be
no limitation on the quantity of land obtained by a single individual by
the location of scrip or by purchasing selected indemnity lands, while
no settlement nor improvement can be required. Some of the scrip now
out, as the Porterfield and Valentine scrip, can be located on any unappropriated public land, whether surveyed or not, except mineral lands,
and, instead of being valued according to the minimum price of public
lands, it has a market value of from $75 to $100 an acre. It can be
used to secure lands on which towns are to be built, or on which railroad
crossings, bridges across large streams, and other profitable enterprises
are to be located, without any condition or requirement except the surrender of the scrip. instances have occurred of these locations on lanus
within the corporate limits of cities and towns.
In what I have said on the subject of private land grants I called
attention to the importance of amending the act of 1858, which provides
for the issuance of scrip to the extent of the failure in place of confirmed
private claims; and I desire to repeat that recommendation under this
head of needed legislation. I think that act should be so amended as
to provide a money indemnity of $1.25 an acre instead of the issuance of
scrip as to all claims hereafter filed. I am also of opinion that the same
policy should obtain hereafter in making provisions for any kind of indemnity. As an apparent step in the direction of the policy I recommend I call attention to the change of practice in regard to military
bounties. Prior to the war of the rebellion bounties to soldiers and sailors who served in the various wars were provided for by issuing military
bounty-land warrants in the nature of scrip, while the soldiers and sailors of the late war were paid a money bounty instead of receiving land
warrants.
FINAL PROOF AND NOTICE.

On March 3, 1877, an act was approved providing that the affidavit
and proof in final home tead cases might be made "before the judge, or
in bi a ence b fore the clerk of any court of record of the county and
Stat , or di trict and Territory in which the lands are situated," etc.
(1 tat., 4 ) am nding section 2~91 Revi 'Cd Statutes.
Th act f Jun , 1 0 (!H Stat., 169), am nding sections 2262 and
2301 R vi
tatute , provi<l . that in pre-emption and commuted
b m t a
n l ntri . th afficladt r (}uired may be made "before
the clerk of the county court r of any court of record of the county
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and State or district and Territory in which the lands are situated," etc.
Thus it is seen that different officers are designated for taking the
necessary affi<lavits in these different classes of settlement entries, while
no reason is known to exist for any distinction. Great confusion bas
resulted from tl~e operation of these two acts, from the fact that settlers
frequently advertise and make their prc,of before the wrong officer and
are put to the inconvenience and expense of having to make new proof.
I would recommend that the act of March 3, 1877, be anieude<l so as
to exteud its provisions to the cases covered by the act of June 9, 1880,
and that this latter act be repealed. It would be better probably in
the amended act to provide for t~e taking of. proof before clerks of
courts.
PEND ING L E'G ISL AT ION.

The repeal of the pre-emption, commuted homestead, and timberculture laws, also the laws providing for public and private sale of public lauds, are the principal changes in the present land laws contemplated by the bill recently passed by the House of Representatives (H.
R. 7901) and uow pending before the Senate.
Substantial chauges are also contemplated in the same bill of the
tirn ber and desert land acts and the present mineral laws.
The provision in saifl bill authorizing settlers to defend against mistakes or mistaken constructions of acts of Congress by tlle Interior or
Executive Departments, in consequence of which lands claimed by them
had been certified or- patented to land-grant corporations or persons
holding grants from foreign governments, is, in my judgment, both wise
and just.
The proposed repeal of the pre-emption, timber-culture, and commuted homestead laws is but in harmony with repeated urgent recommendations by my predecessors and myself to Congress on this subject.
I have no doubt the good effects of the repeal of these laws would be
rapi<lly seen in the immediate diminution of frauds and attempted
frauds against the public lands.
In this connection I would call your attention to the reports of registers and receivers (see pages 55-87), which unanimously demand the
repeal of the three laws mentioned as the only solution of the vexed
problem of how to prevent fraudulent appropriations of the public
lands. Uut of fifty-seven of these reports forty-six indicate a marked
decrease in the number of attempts to improperly acquire land, owing
to the present methods of cross examination and a closer scrutiny generally of all final proof proceedings, supplemented by the presence and
activity of the special agent force.
These forty-six reports are also almost unanimous in pointing to the
pre-emption, commuted homestead, and timbcr-eulture laws as the chief
methods adopted by those who attempt uulawful practices in the acquirement of the public lands in their respective districts.

/
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Other changes are proposed in said bill, the more important of whieh
are those affoctiug provisions of the desert, mineral, aud timber and
stone laws. Inasmuch, however, as I have heretofore stateu ms \'iew
on the separate provisions of the bill, I will only further remark -that I
indorse the same as a whole, and hope its further consideration by Congress will result in its becoming a law.
On other land legislation now pending in Congress I have already
communicated my views to you and to Congress.
ESTIMATES AND APPROPRIATIONS.

In Appendix M will be found a statement giving, in detail, the estimated needs of the office and the local offices for the next fiscal year.
In general terms it may be said that as to the local offices thbre will be
little if any change from the estimate made by my predecessor for the
current year. (See Annual Report for 1887, p. 96.)
In this connection I desire to call attention to the report of my predecessor for the year ending June 30, 1887, showing the vast accumulation of work then in this office, and also to the precediug pages of
this report, which show that, notwithstanding the most strenuous efforts, the work of the office is still falling behind. The most pitiful
appeals to have patents issued are coming in from settlers, the titles to
whose homes are uncertain because no action has been taken on proof
made two and three years ago. In many instances, also, unjust accusations are made against this office of discriminating in favor of some
claimants and against others, because the practice of this office, which is
to dispose of cases in their regular order, is not understood by claimants.
The only possible relief for the overburdened condition of the office
will be to give us a larger clerical force, especially in the higher grade
clerkships, and more room. The limited force now at my disposal is so
hampered and crowded in the greatly inadequate space the clerks occupy tlia.t they work at a great disadvantage, and do not accomplish
as rnucb in dispo, in g of work as could be accoruplished in ample quarter . This evil il:1 growing constantly worse, as papers are accumulating by the ton, and our file-room is already overcrowded.
REORGANIZATION OF THE FORCE .
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contest work, who receive $2,000 per annum, arc assigned to duty in
divisions Hand P, wbere the anomalous condition is presented of clerks
receiving higher pay than their chiefs, who are held responsible for the
correctness of all work done by said clerks. The officials of the Land
Office, in my judgment, are worthy of compensation equal to what is
paid to those of any other bureau under the Government. I know of
no reason why a discrimination should be made, and such discrimination has an unfavorable effect upon the force in this office.
If this suggestion of reorganization should be favorably considered
by you, I will take pleasure in submitting for your consideration a detailed plan of such an organization as in my judgment would greatly
improve the efficiency of the Land Office.
In this connection I desire to call attention to the following extracts
from the report for 1880 of the Public Lands Commission, which was
created by a provision in the sundry civil appropriation bill passed
March 3, 1879:
Notwithstanding the great increase of labor in this office and the change in the
character of the work requiring higher and better qualifications, t,he law officer of the
bureau and its principal clerks are paid only the salaries fixed by law forty-four years
ago, when the salaries of members of Congress were fixed at $8 per day for the time
employed. Since then all grades of salaries save those of low-grade officers, who toil
throughout the year without vacation, have been greatly increased. Increase of
numbers of clerks at low salaries has, from most urgent necessity, been allowed by
law.
The commission, with a view to bettering the service, would respectfully recommend the reorganization of the General Land Office shown iu the following tables,
which show the difference between the present and the proposed organization:
PRESENT ORGA.J.."'1UZATION.

1 Commissioner, a.t $4,000 ..... ___ ..... __ .' .......•••.. _.•..• ___ ...••.. ___ _
1 chi of clerk, at $2,000 .. _.• _•. __ .... _••... _......................•......
1 recorder, at $2,000. _. _... _....... _...•••••....•..••••.... _....••••. ___ _
1 law clerk, at $~,000 .. ___ .. ____ .. _...•.........•.•.......•..... _•.......
1 principal clerk public lands, at $1,800 ...•...... ··---· .....••...•••....
1 -principal clerk private land claims, at $1,800 ... ___ .•••.. _-----· .... ___ _
1 principal clerk surveys, at $1,800 ...... ______ ·---·· ........ ··--·· ··-·-·
6 clerks, class four, at$1,800each .......... ··---···---··-·-····---···-··
1 draughtsman, at $1,600. ____ .... __ .... __ ..... _..... _.. _•••.. ____ .. __ ...
22 clerks, class three, at $1,600 each .. _.. _......... _....... ., • _.. _. _.. _. __
1 assistant draughtHmau, at $1,400 ....... _..... _...... •... _....... _.. _.. _
40 clerks, class two, at $1,400 each ...... ··---· ...•.. ·-···· ........ ·----· _
80 clerks, class one, at $1,200 each .............. -~---····--· ...... ··-· ... .
. 30 clerks, class one, at $1,000 each .......••.•. ·-·--· ·----· .... _________ ..
9 copyists, at $900 each .. _...... __ .. _... ___ •...• __ .. _. _.... ___ . ___ . ___ ..
9 assistant messengers, at $720 each ....•. ______ ·----· __________________ .
6 packers, at $720 each .. _. _.......... __ ..• _•... __ .... _. _... _.. __ • _______ .
12 laborers, at $660 each ............... _ . ____ .... __ . ___ ... __ . _. _____ . _. __ _
2'2:3

$4,000
2,000
2,000
2,000
1,800
1,800
1,800
10,800
1,600
35,200
1,400
56,000
96,000
30,000
8,100
6 480
4:320
7,920
273,220

PROPOSED ORGANIZATION.

1 Commissioner, at $6,000 ..•. _____ . __ .. ____ . ____ . _.. ____ . _. _. ~- ___ .. ___ . 6,000
1 Assistant Commissioner, at $3,000 .•••........... ____ ··-· .•.•.. _______ _ 3,000
1 chief clerk, at $2,500 ....... _... _... ___ .. _...... _.. ___ .. _. _... ___ . ____ _ 2,500
1 solicitor, at $2, 700 ...... _.. _.... __ .• _. ____ . _ .. __ . ___ ... ~ __ ... _. _.... __
2,700
1 recorder, at $2,400 ·----- ···--· ______ ....•. ______ ··-··· ··-··· ......... .
2,400
1 clerk in charge of surveys. ____ .. ____ ... _........ _. __ . _.. _. _. _.. _. _. __ _ 3,000
9 chiefo of divisions, at $2,400 each .... ··---· ...... ____ . ..••. ···--· .... . 21,600
1 chief draughtsman, ·at $2,:.200 ___________ _______ ·----· ______ ···-·· _____ _ 2,200
10 assistant chiefs of di visions, at $2,000 each. ____ .. _. __ . . . __ ....•... _... 20,000

102

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

l
9
12

clerks, class four, at $1,800 each ...•.. u • • • • - - · · · · · - - · - - . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . $27,000
clerks, class three, ~t$1,600 each .....,. •••. . •••••. ..•• • ..• .•........... 56,000
clerks, class two, at $1,400 each ••.• ···-· · •• • ••..•.• .•...•. ............ 56,000
clerks, class one, at$1,200 ea;ch .•••........•••... . .•.. •••• . .. .......... 60,000
uraughtsrnen, at $1,200 each •••••.•....• ~... . . • • . . . . • • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 12 000
clerks, at $1,000 each .....•.•...•.•.•.......•.....• . .. •.......•........ 20' 000
copyists, at $900-e-ach . . . . . . • • . . . . . • • . . • . • . . • . . . . • . . • . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . 9' 000
packers, at $840 each.... . . . • . . . . . • . • • . . . • • • • • • . • • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • ?, O
phief messenger, at $840 ...•.. .... .... •••••. .. • ••. .... .. .... .... ......
840
assistant messengers, at $720 each .•. ·- •.•••.....•. ·. ••• . . . . . .• • • •. .. . . . 6,480
la borers, at $720 each . • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . • • . . • . • . . • • • . • • • . • . • • • • . . 8, 640

229

321,040

~5
35
40
50
10

20
· 19
2

The ·commission would recommend a much larger force for one or two years, if
tlrnre were room in which to advantageously place it. The room allotted to the General Land Office is not, quite the worst that it could be, nor is it wholly inadeqnatn, •
but it a1proximates both. The immense bulk of valuable records of the office is
stored in cheap wooden cases in dark rooms and darker balls, to which clerks must
constantly go for examination of files of papers and volumes of re~ords, which,, wh_en
found, cannot, in dark or cloudy weather. be read without carrymg them to awm·
dow, which may be 100 feet away.
.
.
It may be safely estimateo. that the want of more convement and smta~le room
costs th~ Government the one.fourth part annually of all money appropriated for
clerical force in the General Land Office.
If there were sufficient and suitable room for the purpose, it would be both wisdom
and economy to add as largely to the clerical force. as might be necessary ~o enalile
the Cop:imissioner to thoroughly inspect the recoro.s of th e office and ascertarn error~,
reproduce all mutilated and worn.out records while it may be done ; but th~ roon; is
not sufficient, and the best thing that cn.n be done until r oom rs provided 1s to give
~he maximum force that can be employed and pay salaries high enough to get good,
1f 'not the best, talent.

I insert this, not for the purpose of approving the reorganization there
recommended, though in its general features it is right, but I call atten,
tion to the pressing need of a more efficient organization of the bureau,
which, mTen so long ago, was foµnd to exist. The business in the disposal of the public lands has wonderfully increaseu, while there has not
been a corresponding improvement in the efficiency of the force; and if
the overcrowded condition of the files and the clerks of the office called
forth such condemning words as are there found how much worse mu t
the condition be now at the end of eight years, with very little more
space at the control of the office and many millions of papers received
since then, for the safe-keeping of which the officials of the bureau are
held responsible. If the public generally understood the condition of
the records which contain the evidence of title to their homes and lands
I do not believe they would tolerate for a, day apolicywhich would con·
tinue that condition.

A NEW ELEV ATOR.
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require the constant examination by the clerks from all divisions oft.he
office. Much time and labor is lost by clerks in laboriously climbing
several flights of stairs in going to and from their work and in making
examinations of tract-books and entry papers.
Besides all this, the only means of heating a large part of the rooms
in the third story is by means of stoves, either gas or coal, and the
laborers are compel1ed to carry the fuel in buckets up to the top of the
building from the foundation.
I am satisfied that the time saved by running a good elevator at this
end of the building would more than compensate the Government for
the expense.
Respectfully submitted.
S. M. STOCKSLAGER,
Commissioner.
Hon. WM. F. VILAS,
Secretary of the Interior.
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DETAILED STATEMENT.

A detailed statement of the work performed in the General Land
Office and surveying districts during the year is given under the following beads:
1. A. Chief clerk's office.
2. B. Recorder's division.
3. C. Public lands division.
4. D. Private l~nd claims division.
5. E. Surveying division.
6. F. Railroad division.
7. G. Pre-emption division.
8. H. Contest division. ,
9. K. Swamp-land division.
10. L. Draughting division.
11. M. Accounts division.
12. N. Mineral division.
13. 0. Board of review.
14. P. Special service division.
15. Report of surveyor-general of Arizona.
16. Report of surveyor-general of California.
17. Report of surveyor-general of Colorado.
18. Report of surveyor-general of Dakota.
19. Report of surveyor-general of Florida.
20. Report of surveyor-general of Idaho.
21. Report of surveyor-general of Louisiana.
22. Report of surveyor-general of Minnesota.
23. Report of surveyor-general of Montana.
24. Report of surveyor-general of Nebraska and Iowa
25. Report of surveyor-general of Nevada.
26. Report of surveyor-general of New Mexico.
27. Report of surveyor-general of Oregon.
28. Report of surveyor-general of Utah.
29. Report of surveyor-general of Washington.
30. Report of surveyor-general of Wyoming.
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A.-DIVISION .OF THE CHIEF O,LERK.
This division has charge of the following items of business relating
to the general administration of affairs connected with the several departments of the General Land Office.
·
(1) The receipt, recording, and distribution of all correspondence.
(2) The receipt and distribution of and accounting for all stationerr
supplies.
(3) .Examination of official bonds of all registers and receivers.
(4) Assignment of the clerical force, preparation of ~ay-rolls, granting of leaves of absence for one day and recommendat10n as to annual
aud sick leaves, record of attendance, etc.
(5) Inspectors' and special agents' matters.
(6) Apportionment of contingent expenses of local land offices, embracing rent, clerk hire, etc.
(7) Also all matters relating to the general administration of office
affairs.
Number of letters received in the office 150,786, of which 7,327 required the attention of this division, the remainder being distributed
to the various divisions to which they pertained. One hundred and
twenty-four joint resolutions and enrolled bills were also received and
reported upon. This does not include letters making application for
maps, circulars, etc., amounting to about 11,500, the registering of which
was discontinued in 1885. Money letters were received containing
$13,756.90.

.

Deposited in the United States Treasury ....••..•••............••..•.••. $11, 631. 00
Received for maps turned over to the superintendent of documents......
12.5. 95
Received for sale of lands in Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, turned over to
Commissioner, act March 3, 1877...... . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • . . . . . . . . . . •
77. 20
Excess fees returned to senders ..••••..••••.•••••.•••••.•• _.. . . • • . . • • • • .
1, 922. 75
13,756.90

The Jaw clerks and law examiners, in addition to other duties, read
and criticise all letters written and decisions made in the several divisions of the office.
RESTORATION OF LANDS TO THE PUBLIC DOMAIN.
Staterne1,t showing areas of lands restored to the piiblic domain since March 4, 1885, to
June 30, 18tl8, and the quantity of land now pending action for recovery under recomrnendations of the General Land Office.
Companies.

Location ofland
restored.

Acreage
restored.

Total acreage restored.

Remarks.

•

Lands in t·ary,ted railroad
imit8.

Southern Pacific ..........•.. California, within
forfeited limits
of Texas and
Pacific.
Atlantic and Pacific, from
San 13uenaventura to San
Francisco, Cal.

Californa ..•....•.

I

Acres.

Acres.

.................

Commissioner's decision April 4, 1885, aftirmed by the Secretary of the Interior
November 2, 1885.
1, 500, 000. 00 ·-·--·---····· Commissioner's decision J ul_y 13, 1886, ar.:.
firmed h.v the Secretary of the Inte11ior
March 23, 1886,
550,000.00
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Staternent showing ai·eas. of lands resto1·ed to the public domain, eto.-Continued.
Companies.

Location of land
restored.

Acreage
restored.

Total acre.age
restored.

Remarks.

Lands in granted railroad
limits-Continued.
Northern Pacific ............ Washington Ter ..

Sioux City and Saint Paul . • • Iowa ........... ..

.Acres.
.Acres.
32,400.00 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Commissioner's tlecision Septemb'lr 13,
1886, affirmed by the
Secretary of the Interior Uctober 1 ,
1886.
26,017.33 .•............ Commissioner'srecom. menclation February
17, 1887, affirmed by
Secretary of the In
ter.ior September 12
1887.
2, 108, 417. 33

Total ............... .. .

Forfeitures of railroad grants
under acts of Congress.
601,600.00 ... . .......... .Act of June 28, 1884.
Iron Mountain .............. . From Pilot Knob,
in Missouri to
Helena, Kans.
Oregon Central ............. : In Oregon........
810,880.00 .............. ActofJannary31, 18115.
Texas and Pacific ................................ 15,692, 800, OU ............. . Act of February 20,
1885.
Atlantic and Pacific . ... . . .. . California and 10,795, 4-80. 00. ... .. .. . .... . Act of ,July 6, 1886.
New Mexico.
352, 587. 00 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Act of February 28,
New Orleans, Baton Rouge
1887.
and Vicksburg.
Total ..... ...... : ..................................... ., .. *28, 253, 34-7. 00

---

Railroad indemnity lands restored.
Alabama and Chattanooga . . Alabama ...•.........•.... .. ....
Atlantic and Pacific......... Arkansas...... . ..
10,000.00
,..
New Mexico......
650, 000. 00
Arizona . . . . . . . . . . 1, 630, UOO. 00
California . . . . . . . . 1, 000, 000. 00
Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis and Omaha ........... .
Dalles military road ........ .
Flint and Pierre Marquette ..
Florida Railway and Navigation Company.
Gulf ancl Ship Island ..•.....
Marquette, Houghton and
Ontonagon.
:M.issouri,Xansae and Texas.
Mobile and Girard .......... .
New Orleans Pacific ........ .
Northern Pacific ........... .

Oregon and California..... . . . .
Oregon Central Wagon Road
Pen aco\a and Atlantic . .....
Sa~~ ~~{te~~n Mountain,

Wisconsin ..................... .

2, 5J0. 00

3, 290, 000. 00
125,000.00

Oregon. , .... .. . .. . .. .. . . . . . .. .. . 1, 200, 000. 00
Michigan . .. .. . . . . . .. .. .. . . . .. .. . .. .. . . . . .. .. . No estimate.
Florida . .. .. • .. .. . .. • .. .. .. .. . ..
342, 000. 00
Mississippi ................... ..
Michigan (Upper ............ ..
Peninsula.)

270,000.00
400,000.00

5 700
!f~b;!~:::::
:: ::: :::::::: ::::::
· OO
'
Louisiana.. .. .. . .. .. • .. . . . .. . • .. . ... 200,' ooo.' 00

Wisconsin........
Minnesota. . . . . • • • .
Dakota . . . . . .. • • . •
Montana...........
Idaho.............
Washington , . . . . .
Oregon . . .. .. .. .. .

6,400.00
890, 000. 00
1, 800, 000. 00
4-, 000, O!'O. 00
!\00, 000. 00
1, 500, 000. 00
250, 000. 00

Arkansas ....... .

5,000.00

8, 94-6, 400. 00
Oregon . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, 800, 000. 00
Oregon .... .. .. . . . . .. .. .. ..... ..
700,000.00
Florida. ...................................... . No estimate.
Missouri..........
10, 000. oo

aint Paul and Duluth . .. . .. Minnesota........ .... .. . .. .. .. .

15,000.00
8,000.00

ILouiaiana.......... .. • .. .. .. . . .. .

19, 000. 00

:f!~b rn p~ific;,~;aa:: :::::: ~~i~~~-:::::::: :::::::::::::: .. ~~~~~~~~~-.~~
~!cfli~~g,

hreveport and

No estimate.

No estimate.

v ral of th t.Cts d laring h
forfeitnres were passed in 1885, prior to March 4, but the execu v or4er m kin th actual r torations were i sued since that date,
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Statement showing areas of lands 'testo1·ed to the public domain, eto.-Continued.
Companies.

Location of land
restored.

Acreage
restored.

Total acreage
restored.

Remarks.

Railroad indemnity lands restored-Continued.

Acres.
Acres.
Vicksburg and Meridian ... . Mi11sissippi ... . ... . ................ ............... . No estimate.
.
............
.
....
200,000.00
Wi8COnsin
.•....•.
Wisconsin Central ..........
Wisconsin .Farm Mortgage . . Wisconsin .....•.. .... ..... . .......... ----··-······· No estimate

---~-==

Total .•............... . ........... ........ ...... . ... ........ ..... . 21,323,600.00
Private land claims-Withdrawn lands restored.

Gervacio Nolan grant .••.•.. New Mexico .••...

Vigil and St. Vrain, or Las
Animas grant.

...... -..............

576,000.00 . ....... . ....... . Commissioner's recommendation, May 30,
1885, concurred in by
the Secretary of the
Interior January 9,
1886 ; re-a ff i rm e d
April 5, 1886.
183,553.85
759,553. 85 Commissioner's letter
May 19, 1888.

Miscellaneo'U8.

Entries under pre-em~tion
hom estead, timber cu ture,
desert, mineral, and timber-land laws canceled in
regular course of e:iamination and proceedinl!S in the
General Land Office for
abandouement, illegality,
and other causes.
Invalid State selections canceled, including internal
improvement, swamp, etc.
Unlawful inclosu.r es removed
Total land actually restored to the public
public domain.

.................... *25, 229, 371. 48 *25, 229, 371. 48

...... ·····--· ......
......... ...... .... .
,

........... .. ........

984,310.85

984,310.85

4, 500, 390. 00

4, 500, 390. 00

................... 83, 158, 990. 51

*This amount inclndes 3,591,179 acres of the public domain from which unlawful inclosures had been
removed by the action of the General Land Office.

Lands within 1·ail?·oad grants recommended for recove,·y by the General Land Offece from
March 4, 1885, to June 30, 1888.
Location of land
restored.

Recover1J of land recommended and pending for
review of Secretary's decision.

Acreage re- Total acreage
stored.
restored.

Remarks.

"

Michigan ••••••••.

Acru ,
12,300.00

Acres.
12,300.00 Commissioner's decision Mab 11, 1885, af.
firmed y Secretar7.
of the Interior April
6, 1887; ~

Northern Pacific .. •...•• ... ,. Washington Ter ..

1, 500, 000. 00

1, 500, 000. 00 Commissioner's decision January 12, 1886,
in McRae vs. Northern Pacific Railroa d
Company,

Jackson, Lansing and Saginaw.

]lecovery of land recommended and pending on
appeal before the Secretary
of the Interior.

/
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Lands within raifroad gmnts recommended for recovery, etc.-Continued.
Location of land
restored.

Suits recommended j or the
recovery of land.
::Missouri, Kansas and Texas. Kansas .••..•.... .
Do ...... . .............. . ... do .•••.•.......
Leavenworth, Lawrence and .•.. do .•..........
Galveston.
Central Pacific .............. San Jose Rancho .
Atlantic and Pacific...... . . . Missouri ...•.•....
Portage Lake and Lake Sn.
perior Ship Canal.

Oregon Central Military Oregon . . . . • • . . . . .
Road.
Central Pacific .............. Las Pocitasrancho
Burlington and Missouri Nebraska. . . . . . . . .
River.
Sioux City and Saint Paul.. . Iowa .. . . . . •..•.. .

Acreage re· Total acreage
stored.
restored.

.Acres.

Remarks.

.Acres.

39, 000. 00 . • • • • • . . • . . . . . Commissioner's letter
January 22, 1886.
183, 046. 61 • • • • • • • • • • • • . . Commissioner's letter
October 31, 1887.
43, 555. 23 . . . . . • . . . . . . . .
Do.
1,401.60 ··•••• .•••••.. Commissioner's letter
March 6, ISM.
90,827.11 .•.•........ -- Commissioner's letter
June 3, 1886.
68, 647.47 ............. . Commissioner's report
to t.he Secretary of
the Interi(lT June 0,
1886, Oil Sinate bill
1507.
162, 564. 61 ......... . ... . Commis>1ioner's letter
July 17. 1886.
7,300.00 . ........... .. Commissioner's lotter
July27. 1886.
200, 3G4. 70 ............. . Commissioner's letter
Sept.ember 10, 1886.
21. 979 85 .... . -. -. ... - . Commissioner's letter
August 30, 1887.
---818,687.18

Lands forfeited in Oregon,
and recommended for recovery, under grants for
military wagon.mads.

2, 368, 320. 00 Letter of Secretary of
the Interior to· the
President o'f March
13, 1888. See Senate
Ex. Doc.124, Fiftieth
Congress, :first 868·
sion.

F01feit·u1·es of railroad la.nds embraced in bills now pending before Congress.

Company or road.

Location of land
forfeited.

~{!t~!:~~~:::::
~~:nea~:l~fr~~d~~~.~ :::::::::::::: :: ::::::::::::::: :: : ::: :::::: : : : :i~::::::: :: ::
Selma, Rome and Dalton* .............••••...............•........ . .. . do ......•....

g~~;!~~dS~ifn~~::e~: ::: ::::: :: :::::::::::: ::::::::::: : ::: : :: : : ::

Atlantic, Gulf anrl West India Transit ........••••.....•......•... Florida . ..••....
Pensa<'ola and Georgia . ...........••......••.........•••............. . do . . ........ .
VickRburg, Sh_reveport an~ Texas . . . . . . . • • • • • . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . • . L~uis_iana . ••....
Jackson, Lan mg anti Sap:maw ..... . ... ............•....•...••... M1ch1gan ...... .
Marquette, HouNjlton and Ontonagon ....... ....................... .. do ......••...
i~~~ts~~na~ddMu!1!u?~:e~·::: :: :: : : :: : ::: :: :::::::::::: :::: :::::: . \iii~~o~~i~ ::::::
~ii;:Jo,,Saint Paul, Minneapolis and Omaha ............................. ···;· ..... .
nsm Central ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wisconsin .•••..
Saint Vincent Extension, Saint Paul and Pacific {now Saint Paul, Minnesota ..... .
Minneapolis and Manitoba).
Wes tern Railroad . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ................ .
tmth rn Minne ota Railway Extension..... . ............ .. . . . . . . Michigan ...... .

~m~~1~Ffr\/H?E:U?:2/E !Ct\\
Total .•.....•........•••.....................•...••........ .

Estimateu nwn·
ber of acres
which will be
forfeited by
House bill.
652,800
140,160
144,000
651,264
258,624
676,000
679, 6 0
364,800
176,256
294,400
288,000
195,724
1,446,400
~64. 480
1,113,600
243,712
32,115
819,840
36,907,741
1,740,800
2,086,400
4,147,200

- - - - - -1------154, 323, 996
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PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS.

Reconun 11<lalim1s made lo CongresB lo 1· 'jeot olairns heretofore favorably reported•
No.

Nam of grant.

Location.

50

Ojo del .A.nil, Jos6 otton, N w M xico
claimant.
Barnabe M. Montana et al .. ... .... do . ..... .
Ca~ada do las .Apaches grant . ... do ...... .

51

Norio.A.ntonio Montoya grant . .... do .....•.

55

Encinas grant, Jose Luis Val- .... do
dez, claimant.
Town ofCionoguilla .............. do
San Joaquin del Naoimiento ...... do
Ana de 8andoval y Manzana- .... do
res for tho San Clem nte
tract.
Land grant to Luis de .Ar- .... do
ruenta.

45
49

62
63

67

68

.... do
.•.. do
.... do
... . do
.... do
.... do

...... .
....... .
...... .
...... .

60,445.55

No grant ; no legal nor equitable
claim.

120,056.07
88,079.78

Heirs and legal representatives of
Antonio Sedillo; failure to show
equitable claim.
3,546.06 Description indefimte aud vague;
no lei;al title nor equitable claim.
6,583.29 No valirl irrant nor equitable claim;
26,000. 00 V ~l~dn\J~r~e::r~~t~!j!J.nd vague.
131,725.85 Invalid.
89,403.40

..••...

470. 00

70
71
75
79
82
87

Estancia tract .....•...•••.••
Cafion do Chama, .•••••......
Sierra Mosca .................
.Arroyo do San Lorenzo . ......
Caiiacla A.uoba tract ........•.
Caspar Ortiz grant ....•......

.......
.......
...... .
.......
.. .....
.......

415,036.56
loo, 375. 01
115,200.00
130,138. !)8
103, !)59. 31
14,000.00

!)1

Town of .Alameda ............ .... do .......

106,274.87

93
96
!)8

Canon dol Rio Colorado tract. .... do .......
Ignacio Chaves et al. grant ... .... clo ... ....
CafHLda de las Alamos tract ... .... do .......

42, !)39. 21
243,036.43
148,862.94

!)9

Grant of Felipe Tafoya et al.. ..•. do .......

Failure of claimant to establish title
from original grantees; no proof
thatorigmal grantee complied with
conditions of grant.
No grant.
No legal title to land.
rn~~~rci.l title nor equitable claim.
No ;parties claiming title.
Claimants had no confirmation upon
grant depended on in this case .
Claimants failed to connect themselves with original grantee; no
evidence to show that conditions
~;itb.~iginal grant were complied

No legal title nor equitable claim.
Invalicl.
Failul'O of claimants to connect
themselves with original grantee,
etc.
22,578.12 Failure of claJ.mant to establish le·
gal title or equitable claim .
18,046.59 Claimauts failed to show interest in
the claim .
170,000.00 No valid grant, etc.
4,340.26 Claimants failed to show interest in
claim .
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Grant to Lui1:1 Jaramillo ...... .... do .......

105
106

Petaoa grant .................. .... do .......
Ojo do la Cabra tract ......... .... do ....•..

107
108

Town of Socorro ............. .... do ....... 1, 612, 000. 00
114,400.54
Vallecito do Lovata tract ..... ... do .......

111

Santa 'forosa tract ............ .... do .......

9,681.29

113
115
120

Cafion de Pedernales ..........
Cieneguilla tract ..............
Las Tru oh as, Francisco
Montes Vigil.
Claim of .Antonio de Salazar . .
Caiiada de Coohiti ............
Grant to Sebastian Vargas ....
Plaza Blanca ...•.............

.... do . .•....
.... do .......
.... do ..••...

256,000.00
44,744.00
6,000.00

.•.. do-·~·-··
..•. do . ......
.... do .......
.... do .. , ..•.

22,000.00
104,554.24
24, 000. 00
14,000. 00

132
135
137
148

R marks.

.A.er s.

Claimants failed to show valid title
or equitable claim .
~tt:nder Gadsden treaty, sixth

rn;

1

Invalid.
Claimant failed to comply with conditions of grant.
Equitable claim, but overestimated.
Invalid.
Valid, but overestimated.

Total ..............._..... . . -- ........ -.... 4, 732, 480. 15

Resurveys ordered reducing areas of private land cla-ims.
Location.
47
27

Los Luoeros .......... -• . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . New Mexico ..... .
Las Trampas . . . . . . . . . • . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . .•. do ...... ...... .

12
23

~2~
.... do
do ............
............ ..
Town of Las Vegas ......•....•.........•.....•••••.••••...•........ do ..•••........

20

!r6if!~;,;~~· :::: :: :::::::::::: :::: :: :::::: :::: :: ::::.·.· ·.·.·.·.....

Total ...... : . ... ...... ....... ........•.......•.•.•.........

INT 88-VOL I - . 8

A.ores.
100,000.00
25,000.00
13,000.00
8,500.00
480,000.00
629, fiOO. 00
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Suits recommended to vacate private land-claim patent8•
I

• Location.

Acres.

Tierra Amarilla ....... ::-.....•.•••..•.•••..••..........••....•.. ...... New Mexico ...•..

B~riB;{ri:::::: :::::::::::::: :::::·:: :: ·: :: : .?.~~to~-~~~.::::::::

~~8;c1JtebG;1"a:ct~i~p~·~{i~i
Las Palgas and Canada de Raimunda . .. •.. •• ........ ...• . •••..•.......• . do ..........• ..
Citre de Madara ......................•...••••............... •.••..•..... . do . .••.........
Total ......••.••••••.....•••••.••.••.•...••••.....•.••••••.•..... .. . .• .........

504,000.00
25,000.00
1,000.00
12,~.oo
3,000.00

635,255.00

RECAPITULATION.

Acreage.

Total acreage

.Acres.

.Acres.

rest.ored.

LANDS ACTUALLY RESTORED TO THE PUBLIC DOMAIN.

Lands in granted railroad limits restored ..................•......... .
Forfeitures of railroad grants under acts of Congress ......•......... .
Railroad indemnity lands restored . . . . ........ ... ••••••.•.. .........
Private land claims, withdrawn lands restored ............... ....... .
Entries under pre.emption, homestead, timber culture, desert, mineral, and timber la,n d laws canceled in regular course of examina·
tion and proceedings in General Land Office forabandonment,illegal·
ity, and other causes . . . . . . .. . . . . . . ............................ . .
""Invalid State selections (internal improvements and swamp) ....... .
Unlawful inclosures removed .............•.••.............. ...•.....

2,108,417.33
28, 253, 347. 00
21,323,600. 00
759,553.85

25, 229, 371. 48
984,310.85
x4 , 500, 890. 00

Total actually restored to the public domain and opened to entry and settlement .......•..••...........•.•.• .........•• . ..

83, 158, 990. 51

RECOVERY OF LANDS RECOMMENDED.

Lands within railroad grants recommended for rncovery:
Recovery of land recommended and pending for review of Secre·
12,300.00
tary . .................................... ..... . ................. .
Recovery of land recommended and pending on appeal before the
1, 500, 000. 00
Secretary .... ..... ....... . .. ..... ... ...... ............ ........ .
818,687.18
Suits recommended for tl1e recovery of land ..... ................ .
Railroad forfeitures under bills now before Congress ............ . t54, 323. 996. 00
Lands forfeited in Oregon and recommended for recovery under
2, 368, 320. 00
P!~~~!s ;~rd
wagon roads ...............•••................ ..
1
Recommendations to Congress to reject claims heretofore favor·
4, 732, 480. 15
ably reported .. . .. ...... .......... ........... ...• ....... ......•.
629,500.00
Res)lrveys ordered reducing area of claims . ...•.•.........••..••.
6d5, 255. 00
Suits recommended to vacate patents ...•.•.......••..•..•••. ....

~l~}:!7

Total recommended for recovery. . . . . . . . • . • • • . •• . • • . • . • • . . . . . . . . •. . . . . . • • . . . . . .

65, 020, 538. 33

Grand total actually restored to the public domain and recom·
mended for recovery . . . • . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . .

148, 179, 52 . 8i

. *In a. stat~ment made May 12, 1888, this item, amounting then to 3,591,179 acres, was mcl~ded in _t~e
1tem "Entnes canceled for abandonment," etc. It is thought best to make a, separate item o~ it,
however, as no entries were involvru in such action. The total restoration of lands by office action ,
therefore, is, as to these two items, 29,729,761.48 acres.
tUnder the bill which recently passed the Senate the quantity of land forfeited will equal 5,627,436
acres, but the aggtega.te quantity forfeited under the bills of the two Houses, if adopted, will equal
54,323,996 acres, as above.

I

B.-1 ECOHDEP'S DIV! ION.
(1) This divi ion ha charge of the pr pa,ration and i, ne of all agricultural patent upon approval of eutri by the Commissioner; also
(2) Keep a record of tile 1rnmber of unsati fled military bouuty·land
warrants and Porterfield warrant .
(3) The filing and preservation of the foregoing patented entdes, and
the record thereof.
(4) All letters received and corre pondence incidental to above.
Work performed in this division during the fiscal year ending June

30,1888:
N nm ber of letters received ..... ...............••...................... •... 16,109
Nnmber of letters written ................................................ . 13,269
Pages of re ·ord covered uy letters written ................... ··:· .........• 5,034
Circulars sent ont .................................................•.......
442
Copies furnished fron_1 patent rccor<ls ..................................... . 4,531
Attorn'3ys' cards received and answered .........•.. ............. ........... 12,718
REVOLUTION.A.RY BOUNTY LAND SCRIP.

[Acts of August 31, 1852, and June 22, 1860, founded on Virginia military land warrants granted for services in the war of the Revolution.]

Four claims of this description, aggregating 1,860½ acres, have been
satisfied by the issue of scrip.
The number of such claims now pending is 313, aggregating 99,798-Hacres.
W .A.R OF

1812

WARRANTS.

[Act of July 27, 1842.J

One hundred and se-venteen warrants of this class were issued for
19,200 acres, which appear to be still outstanding.
PORTERFIELD W .A.RR.A.N'.I'S.

[Act of April 11, 1860.]

One hundred and :fifty-three warrants were issued under this act,
aggregating 6,133 acres.
.
One hundrecf and two of said warrants have been patented, leaving
51 unpatented.
,
The following is a statement of the number of acres represented by
military bounty land warrants located in the several land States and
Territories for the year ending June 30, 1888. or not heretofore re.
ported, which warrants were issued under the acts of 1847, 1850, 1852,
and 1855. The aggregate number of acres i~ computed at the 'rate of
$1.25 per acre. It does not show the exact area of the lands located
with the warrants.
115
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States and Territories.

Acres.

Alabama .••••••••...••.•.•••••••••.....
Arkansas ...•.••.•••..••••...•....••.•..
A.rizona .•.••..•••••.•••••..••..••••••..
California .••.••.••......•...•...••...• .
Colorado .•••••••••••.•••••.••••..••. ·.•• .
Dakota ...••.••••••.•••••.••••..••...•. .
Florida .••..••..•••..•••••••.••.......•.

!:ii::~~·::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

States and Territories.

920
320
480
4,400
1,080
3,400
. 680
4,760
1,080

Acres.

~i~~i::r;i;::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

Montana . .. . ... •..•......... ..••.•....
Nebraska .....• . ..•....•..•.•••.......
New Mexico ............. •.•....••.•...
Oregon ......•......••..•.•.•....•..•..
Washington . ..... .••. .••......•.•.....
Wyoming .... .. •..••.• •••••••••••......

4,440
800
160
160
1 360
, 160
7~0
360
160

Total ...........•••••.........•...

25, 4l0

SUMMA.RY.
Total
acr s.

40 acres. 80 acres. 120 acres. 160 acres.

Denomination of warrants.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 · - - · - - - - - - - -- - - - ·
Act of 1847. •• •• . • . • . . . .•. . . • . • • . . . .•• . . . . •• • . . . . . .
5 . •• • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • .
13
2,280
Act of 1850 .•••.•.....••.....•.. ,. • • . • • • . . . • • • • . . . • .
20
11 . . • . . . . • • .
7
2,800
Act of 1852 ..•••·•.•••••..••.•.••.••••••.••••.••••.....•• . .••....... .....•........ ..•....... ······· ···
Act of 1855..... •• • . . . • • • . . . . • . . . . •• • • . . •• • . . . •. . • . . . . . . . . . . .
17
29
97
20 3GO
Totals ..••.•.••• , •.••.•• • ••..••.•••........

,

25,440
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29

28

25

Condition of bounty-land biisiness under acts of 1847, 1850, 1852, and 1855, showing the issues
and locations from tlie commencement of operation s under said acts to June 30, l 88.

Grade of warrants.

Number
issued.

Acres
embraced
thereby.

Nnmber
located.

Acres
embraced
thereby.

80. 676
7. 583

12,908.160
303. 320

79. 089
7. 081

12,654.240
283. 240

38,259

13. 211,480

86, 170

Act of 1847:
160 acres ..........••..........
40 acres ...•.•.••...• . ....... .
Total ..••........••...•..•..
Act of 1850:
160 acres .........••......•..•.
80 acres .•...•••...••.••.••••.
40 acres .......•.•......•.....

---

Total ....••..•...••..••..••.
Act of 1852:
160 acres . .• • .• . •...•••••••.•..
80 acres ....•.••••.....•...•..
40 acres .•••••..•..•..........
Total .....•....•..•..••.....
Act of1855:
160 acres .•.......•..•.•.....• .
120 acres ....•. . ...•........•..
100 acres .... .....•.••.....•...
80 acres .. ...... . ....•...•••..
60 acres ............•••.•. ....
. 40 acr s......................
10 acres ....•.......... , ......

-- -

Acres
Number
embraced
out.
standing. thereby.

253. 020
20. 0 0

1. 587

502
_.,__
2, 089

12,937,480

==

---274,000
-

-

27,442
57,713
103,973

4, 390.720
4,617, 040
4,158,920

26,863
56,342
100, 751

4,298,080
4,507,360
4,030,040

579
1,371
3, 222

92, GlO
109,680
128, 8 0

189,128

13, 166,680

183, 956

12, 835,480

5, 172

331,200

1,222
l, 699
9,070

l!J5, 520
135,020
362,800

1,194
1,664
8,883

191,040
133,120
355,320

28
35
187

4,480
2, 8CO
7, 4 0

--- - === - - - ==-== - -

-11,991
- - ----604, 240
~==

Total .•••••....•...••.••....

11,741

---14,760
250
670,480
~== - - - =::==

115,004
97,019
6
49,454
350
541
5

18,400,640
11,642,280
600
3,056,320
21, 540
21,640
50

109,750
90,817
5
48,163
315
466
3

17, 560,000
10,898,040
500
3,852, 240
18,900
18,640
30

5,254
6,202
1
1,301
44
75
2

840,640
744, '.l40
100
10!, 080
2,640
3,000
20

262,388

34,043,070

240,500

32,348,350

12,879

1,694,720

13,211,480 I
6,170
13,160, (i o 183, 056
604, 240
11, 74 l
34, 043, 010
240, 500

12, 937,4 0
12, S.'35, 4 0
67!), 480
32, 348, 350

2,0 9 1
5,172
250
12, 879

274,000
331, 200
14,760
l, 694, 720

SUMMARY.
or l 7 ·•····•• ·••••·••·••••··• R, 2.'iO
ct of 1850.................. ... . . 1 O, 128
Act uf 1 2 ·. . ..•..•.. .......•.. .
11, 001
Ac of 1855 . . . • • • • . . • . . . . . . . • • • • . . 262, 3

A

To 1. ....•................ .

1

I

I

551,766161,US,470 1531,376 I58,800,70012'J,300

I

2,314, 6 0

0.-
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LA. D

DIVISION.

This divi ion i charg d with th perman ut r cord of all ntries r
other classes of claim to th public domain und r the variou publicland law .
.
These ent1 ie and claim are n ted in tra t bo k , ~ p cially prepared,
showing l>y l gal ubclivi 'i n £ r
h land di tri ·t all th
urveyed
public land, after which th y c: re xamin d with r f r nee to th ir validity, or ufficiency a t final proof, etc.
Th po ting of the e claim in said b ol , th ir xaminati n, the conduct of correspondenc incidental ther to, an(l the a<ljndicati n of the
complicat d question arising mul r th ,m, form a very considerable
portion of the worl of the G neral Land Ofllce, as will be seen from
the following statement covering the year nding June 30, 1888:
Entries, locations, selections, and filings, by classes, received for 1·econl during the year encling Ju,,w 30, 1888.
,
ENTRIES A.ND SELECTIONS.

Class of entry.

No.of
entries .

No. of acres.

.
FINAL ENTRIES.

Public sale. -- . -- -----· -----· ----- · ------ ···-·- ··---- ·•••·• --···· •••••• ......
Private entry--···-·-····----···--·-······· ............. ··-·····-···--···--·

¥r:~~::~r
st~-~~::::::::::::~:::::::::::::~~~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::
Coal.----· ----···-··--·········--·····---···· ·-· -----·---·-·-----·----··-·--:MinPral.----· -----· ·----- · ----·· · ··· ·--·-· ·---·- ·----· ----···--··---·· ----··
'l.'owusites ---·-- ------ ------ -----· ------ -·-· -- -··--· ------ ·-·--- ··-··· ---···
Town lots.--·------······-----·------··--···---···----·---··--·--·-----·--··
Abandoned military reservations-----·------·-·--- ....... ______ ·-·-·· _____ _
Jnctian lands ------ -··· -----· ----·- -----· -----· ·-·--· ···-·· ··-- ·· -····- -·--·-

rtfi~:R;;J!~~~;~l:)::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::
11111,it:::11;::11:1:11111:::11::11:1: 111111111:111:111l1111:

9

1,318
23, 151
2,420
152
1,314
5

648
12
2, G40
621
14,057
151
198

448. 85
1,457, 5Ct0. 56
3, 463, 306. 65
341,968.61
21,646.95
31,734.56
653. 10

11
22,413
984

646. 88
'325, 049. 09
185,148.43
2, 137 988. 82
14,588.98
19,985.00
480. 00
24,308.09
519. 84
113. 75
919. 75
1,752.86
l, 585. 00
3, 175, 400. 64
134,416.12

70,468

11, 340, 162. 53

24,472
1,764
46,236
7

3, 735, 305. 10
572,656.08
6, 676, 615. 93
1,092.90

72, 479

10, 985, 670. 01

4

339
5
3

7
6

I

ORIGINAL ENTRIES.

Timber culture·····------- ...... ··--·- ............... . ............ . . ·-···-·

~~:~!~!~ts·::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~:.:::::

Homesteads, Indian·······-·········----···-- .... ··-··-······---··--· _____ _
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Entries, locations, selections, ancl .filings, by classes, etc.-Continued.
No.of
entries.

Class of entry.

No. of acres.

RAILROAD AND S'l'ATE SELECTIONS.

Railroad . • • . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . • . •• • • • • . • • . . • • • . . -- · · -· · · · ·

1~;~!1l~fifi~~::~: ~:::: ~:: :::~ :::::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :::::::::~

6, 525, 300. (i9
781,857.59
12,292.22
471,402.01
7,790,851. !Jl

RECAPITULATION BY TOTALS,

Final entries .... . . ..... _....•.... __ .... _.......... _.........................

70, 468

Aggregate . _.........•..•.. _.......•••.•..•..•.•............. _........

142, 947

i~\t~:i ~~ttsti~ ·;~i~~tio;;; ._._:: :: ::: :::·. -.-. :::::: ::::::: ::: :::: ::: ::: ::: ::: ... '.~'- ~'.~.

11, 340, 162. 53
10, 985, 670. 01
7, 790, 851. 91
30, 116, 684. 45

FILINGS.

Number.

~Pre-emption filings ..... ...
41,411
Soldiers' declaratory statements . . . . . .. . . . . • . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,154
Filings upon Incli.an lands...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . 1,010
Mineral applications . ~ .................................. , . . • . . . . • • • • . . . . . . . 1, 3~2
Coal-land filings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • . . • . . . . . . . . . . 1, 6,3
Timber and stone land filings .. _.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,430
Miscellaneous filings .......••••......................•.••.. - - - - - -- - - - · • -· · · - ~
n

••

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •

•

'l'ota.l ..... _..••... __ ... ___ ..•. _. ___ . _ . ___ ... _••. _... _.••... _......... 49,884

The area of land embraced in the above filings not yet entered aggregates 6,787,000 acres.
Entries by classes pending at the close of the fiscal yea1· ending June 30, 1888.
ORIGINAL ENTRIES.

States and Territories.

Homesteads.

Timber
culture.

Desert.

Total.

--------Soldiers' and sailors' adilitional homesteads ................ .
.Alabama ......•..............................................
Arkansas ................................................... .

· 'l'olal ........... ...................................... .

37 .. .........
12,161 ..... .. .......
23
14,336
546
827
:l, 514
12,458
20,500
12,508
34,421
29,252
3
6,983
390
801
1,646
3,037
21,709
25, 7]6
309
6, 37fi
3,329 ............
3,774
11,526
5,883 ·-·-··--- ·
10,408 ---------1,487
2,025
23,865
23,885
29
225
723
l, 583
3,770
6,447
787
5,212
3,829
8,961
1
5,239
1, 20!)
2,010
210,473

·-·····-··
..............
Gi2
1,178

·•···•· 2s·
935

----··---............. .
.............
812
20
416
209
l, 073
66
1,336

----6,715
123,336

37
12, 161
14,409
2,015
17,150
33,008
63, 701
6, 9 6
1,191
5,618
47,425
6, 6
3,329
15,300
6, 3
10,408
4, ;!24
47,750
274
2,722
10,426
7,072
12,856
5,240
4,555
340,524
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PUBLIC LANDS.

Entries by classes pendi11g at the close of the fiscal year ending June 30, 1888-Continued.
FINAL ENTRIES.*
~
A
0

States and Territories.

a,

'O

c;I
Q)

~

~~
·~"'
-0...,
"'(f]
'CIQ)

~
c,;,

Q)

;a..<:l
'o

~

E

S ...
~o

0

rn

4)
A

ai

"rn

Q)

s

Alabama ...... .
Arkansas ...... .
Arizona .... ... .
Califomia ...... .
Colorado ....... .
Dakota ...... .. .
Florida ........ .
Idaho . .... ..... .
Iowa ...•.• ......
Kansas ....... .
Louisiana ...... .
Michigan ...... .
Minnesota ..... .
.Mississippi . ... .
Missouri ....... .
Montana ....... .
Nebraska ...... .
Nevada ........ .
New Mexico ... .
Oregon ........ .
Utah ..•.•.•.••.
Washington ... .
Wisconsin ..... .
Wyoming . .•....

•

's

H

~

,d

j
...,...

~

Q)

A

'O

.g

cil

c,;,

A

...
s
<l)

,0

H

3, 719
1 . . . . . • . . . . . . . . •. . •
3,948
19 . . . . . . . . . • . • . •• • . .
115
24 . . . . . .
40 . . . . . .
1, 760
143
1
177 2, 571
665
68
12 • • • • . . • • • . •
0, 424
00
406
1 .... ..
1,248 . . . . . . . . . . . . . •• . . . . . . . . .
"166
2
11
228 ·····
23
5
11 . • • • • • . • . • • .
3, 137
14
500 . • . • • . •. . . .
028 .............•••.....•..
619
13 . . . . . . . . . • . . . •. • . .
1, 902
136
141 . . • • •• . •• • . .
1, 125 . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • • . . .
388
8 . . . . . . . ••• . . . . . . . .
280
2
3
380 . . . • . .
4,337
32
592 . . . . . . . . . • . .
36
2 •.•....
81 · . • . . .
422
71
3
59 . . . . .
799
12
31
58
117
521
3
3
168 . . . . . .
690
123
83
26
201
596
23 . . . . . . . . • . . . . • . . . .
284
46 ......
516 ......

Total •..•. 33,838

.g

0

o;j

<l)

~

,!::;

~

o;j

c,;,
'O

.g
cil

c,;,
A

0

lO

,-;

~

<l)

s
s

s

p

d:,

...,

0

~

~

Q)

~
0

2, 722
343
1,526
65
.... ..
58
168
899
83
73::l
. . . . . . 2, 884
340
104
......
26
9
7
7, 915
3,864
19
1, 530
113
I, 162
193
1, 762
12
220
10
. . . ••.
71
. . . . • . 3,558
. . . . . . .••• •
104
69
44
112
... . . .
88
7
127
1. 550
58
--~--75

p..
QJ

...

-~

0

?2
,-;
A
~

Q

~

~
o;j

'O .;
AA

c,;,

A

<,:10

~
0

0
ctl
---

. . . . . . 226 1, 971 . . . .
6
9 2, 197 . •• .
. . . . •• . . . . . . . . . . .. . .
1, 077
6 .. . . . . . . . .
1, 749 11 . .. . . . 29
1, 059 36 . . . . . . . . . .
42 41
266 . . . .
113 . ... ...... . ...
1
2 .. . . . • . .
1,077 32 .. . . . . .. • .
5 39
533 .. .
l,9 14
44....
4 . . •. .. . . . . . . . .
5
343 . . . .
3
3
878 . . . .
3i . . .. . • • • . .
1
741 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
. . . • . . . . . . . ••• . . . . . .
88 . . . . • . • . .
1
379 . . • . . . . • . . . . . .
75 . . • . . . . . . . . . . .
295
1 . . . . . . 18
36 11
15 . . . .
102 .... ...... . ..

807 1, 797 l, 734 2, 88915, 091 17,538 6,908 436 6,247

..:S

c,;,

'O

...cil

Ac,;,

-+a>cil

-~

p

49

p

0

.ci

~c;I

ri,

~.9
...,

...

-

Q)

A

Total.

al

~

~ ~
-----18 . . . • . . 9, 000
4 . . . . . . 7, 774
. •• • . . .•• • . .
237
11
15 6, 828
106 3, 455
35
11 10, 926
414 1,094 3, 549
. •••..
546
.. . •. . .. . . . .
58
84813, 523
229 ...... 5,317
228 .. . . . . 2, 580
27
20 3,585
. . . . . . . . . . . . 3, 247
. • . • • . . • . . . . 1, 510
1
1
782
12
443 9, 715
.. •• • . .. •. . .
119
.. ••. . .. . •. .
817
.. . •. .
2 1,554
. . . . •• .. ••••
858
.•• • . .
10 1, 581
. . . . . . . . • • . . 1, 289
19 · ··· · • 1, 042
998 2, 550 90,882

. * Embraces all entries remaining undisposed of from previous years, as well as those received dur-

rng tbe current year.

Work pmformed in the divisio!" ~u1·ing the fiscal year ending June 30, 1888.

Letters pending June 30, 1887 ..•••....•...........................
Letters received during year ending June 30, 1888 ....••.•.•••••...

3,486
40,468

Total .............•••..•••••• ___ ...••••..•• __ .••.•.•.•...•... _. . . . . . 43, 95~
Letters disposed of:
By answer ......... _..........••• . ... _...••••...•••... _... • . • . 16, 986
By filing (no answer required) .•..•• .. .•.. ... •.. .. .••. .... ... . 17,135
By reference to other divisions . . • •• . . . . •• . . . • • • . . • ••••.... •• • • 6,498
Total disposed of.......•...••••.•••••..•. __ ... _................ . . . .

40, 619

Balance pending June 30, 1888 ..••...•••.•.••••.•••••..........••..

3, :135

Letters written ...............•.. , .••••..........•.••..... _..••..•••••...
27,843
Letters referred to other djvisions ..•......•...............•.•.....••....•
6,498
Pages of record of letters written up to January 14, 1888 ........•..•......
*5,404
Entries, filings, and locations received ...............•.....•.........•.... tl92, 831
Entries, selections, locations, etc., posted on records ........... _•......... 257,696
Cases examined, recommended for patent, and referred to division O ...•..
22,338
Final entries posted but not :finally acted ou July 2, 1887 ................. .
44,960
F!ual entr)es exami_ned during the year but not disposed of finally or by letter
3,979
Fmal entries exammed and suspended ........................••••........
8,438
Cancellations noted on records ...................................•.......
46,263
89
Average number of clerks employed during the year ending June 30, 1887.
80
June 30, 1888.

* The copying foto permanent records of office letters other than in press copy-books
was discontinuecl January 14, 1 88.
t The selections cover 7,790,851.91 acres, and embrace those made undel'\ State,
Rwamp, and railroad grants. Original entries cover 10,985,670.01 acres; :final entry
locations, 11,340,162,53; total acreage, 30,116,684.45.
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SOLDIERS' ADDITIONAL HOMESTEAD CERTIFICA1'ES.

During the year for the first time a careful count was made of all the
soldiers' additional homestead certificates that have been i sued m11.ler
the circular of May 17, 1877, and of the number of such certificates located, with the following result:
No.
Soldiers' additional homestead certificates issued up to July 1, 1888 . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . 5, 335
located up to July 1, 1888 ................ 3,420
'
outstanding. .. .. .. . . . . .. .. . . . . . .. .. . .. . . 1, 915
,

Acres.
370, 728. 93
241,816.27
128,912.66

ST A1'E SELECTIONS APPROVED.

For schools ..•.••...•.......••.•• _•••
94, 055. 20
:For agricultural colleges . . . . . . • • • • . • . • • . . . • . • • . • • • • . . . • • • • . . • . . . . . . . . . . . 4,990.22
For public buildings . . . • • . . • • • • . • • . . . • • • • • . . • • • • . • • • • • • • . • . • . • • . . . . . . . . .
160. 00
0

.

••••

•••••••••••••••••••••••••• _-....

99,205.42

GREAT SIOUX INDIAN RESERVATION IN DAKOTA-PROPOSED RESTO·
RA1'ION OF A LARGE QUANTITY OF LAND TO THE PUBLIC DOMAIN,

An act of Congress, approved April 30, 1888, authorizes the Presid~nt
to negotiate with the several tribes of the Sioux Indians for the cession
to the United States of certain lands included within their present reservation in Dakota. Provision is made for six permanent reservations
for the tribe's receiving rations and annuities at the Pine Ridge, Rosebud, Standing Rock, Cheyenne River, Lower Brule, and Orow ~reek
agencies respectively, and for the restoration to the public domam of
the Sioux lands not included in these perrn,a.nent reservations.
Should the Indians accede to the propositions embodied in this act, a
body of-land, including the counties of Stanley, Nowlin, Ziebach, Scobey, Delano, Choteau, Rhinehart, Martin, and Wagner, and parts of the
counties of Gregory, Lyman, Presho, ·eratt, Sterling, Pyatt, Jackson,
Washington, Hettinger, Hughes, Hyde, Buffalo, and Brule, estirm~ted
to contain 8,993,774 acres, will be placed at the disposal of the U mted
States. Much of this land, I am unofficially informed, is well adapted
to agriculture.
The act further provides that the lan<ls em braced in the contemplateu
cession shall be clispo~ed of under the homestead laws, with the additional requirement of a payment of 50 cents per acre by person obtaining the same ; tbat the rights conferred upon soldiers by section
2 04 and 2305 of the R vised Statutes shall not be abridged with reference to these lar ds, except as respect said paym ent of ,...0 cent. per
acre, and that entri made upon the tract ceded ·hall not be ' ubject
t commutation. loneys received under th e provision s are to be apVli t d fra, in er tlle expen e of di posal of the Janel, and the re id~
1 t b c m a p rman ut fund to b u ed for the benefit of the Indian rn
rt, in m des in<licate<l by the law. Unofficial estimates gjve a larger
r a t the propo ed r tor ti n than i here tate<l. Such calculations
a!· pr :um d t be a. d upon re ervation boundaries proposed in var1 u · 111 , ut n t a opt d.
he e timat gi en above is believed to be approximately correct.
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:I'IIE VIGIL .AND ST. VRAIN OR L.A.S .A.NIM.AS GR.A.NT 1N COLOR.A.DO-A
LARGE QUANTI'.l'Y OF LAND THEREIN THROWN OPEN TO EN'.l'RY.

The grant made to Cornelio Vigil and Ceran St: V_rai1;1 by the Mexican authorities in 1844, numbered 17, embraced w1thm 1ts outboundaries about 922 square miles or 4,000,000 acres of land in the southeastern portton of Colorado, the Arkansas river being its northern
boundary. This grant was confirmed by the act of June 21, 1860, to
the extent of 22 square leagues, or 97,614.53 acres, within said boundaries. Under this act and the act supplemental thereto, approved February 25 1869, derivative claims were filed largely in ex:cess of th~
quantity ~m braced in the confirmation. By letter to the district officers
at Denver dated March 11, 1870, they were instructed to withhold from
entry the lands withiu the boundaries of the claim. By letter to the
Pueblo officers dated February 21, 1873, they were instructed that on ,.-and after February 24, 1873, filings and entries might be allowed for
all lands within said grant not embraced in the derivative claims, as the
time for filing the latter would expire on the 23d of the same month.
These officers, acting as a commission under the act of 1869, on Febl'Uary 23, 1874, made awards in whole or in part in thirteen claims, and
reJected the remaining ones, nineteen in number. A large quantity of
land was excluded from the awards, but remained withheld from entry.
Appeals were taken from the decisions of the commission to this office,
and then in turn to tlle department, the decisions of both being that
the decisions of the commission were appealable. The departmental
decisions were made in the case of Thomas Leitensdorfer, whose claim
bad beeu rejected. William Craig, one of the derivative claimants, bad
received an award aggregating over three-fourths of the quantity confirmed. Leitensdorfer claimed a share of the awards but not the land
claimed by Craig. Upon the decision of the department, referred to
above, the latter applied to the President to direct issue of a -plat of
bis award, which is the only evidence of title contemplated by the act
of 1869. The Attorney General having given his opinion that the
award of the district officers was final, the President, on :March 2, 1877,
directed that the plat or diagram be furnished to Craig, and this order
was subsequently carried out.
·
The reasons for thereafter withholding from entry the lands not embraced jn the awards, and for concluding to open them to filing and
entry, which was done by letter to the Pueblo officers of May 19, 1888,
in which certain applications to enter such lands were consiue-red, are
given in the following extracts from the letter:
Before the plat was delivered, Leitensdorfer :filed his bill of equity in the circuit
court of the Unite~ ~tates fo_r the, dist~ict of Colorad? against t1:1e surveyor-general
of Colorado and William Craig. .A. recital of what th1s court decided is unnecessary
here, because subsequently, during the October term, 1887, the Supreme Court of the
United States, to which the case was carried on appeal, reversed the decree of the circuit court and remanded the cause, with instructions to dismiss the bill in which the
following language was used. : "We are not called upon in this ca~se to decide
whether the judgment of the supr0me court of the District of Columbia at a s_pecial
term is. or is not e~roue~ns, nor whether an appeal would _lie from it, nor whether by
law Le1tensdorfer 1s entitled to be heard before the Commissioner of the General Land
Office upon his appeal from the decision of the register and receiver. What we do
say, and all we say, is that, if be is entitled to such an appeal, his remedy is not by a
bill in equity." (See 123 U.S., 189.)

*

*

..

•.

..

•

During the progress of these proceedings in the courts this office was left in the
uncert:i,inty as to what decision W?uld be re~dered in the ~atter in controversy, and
accordrngly, on Jan nary 26, 1~78, 1t was decided that all the lands claimed must still
remain suspended, because, although only one claim was immediately involved in the
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suit then pending in the courts, the principle thus established has been held to apply
t? all the ?ther de:riva,tive claims. Inasmuch as a letter formally rescinding the action of this office Just referred to has never, to my knowledge, been written, your action in rejecting the applications to enter the lands was perfectly proper. 1'he reasons given can, however, no longer be considered as an excuse for withholding the
land not embraced in the awards.
The Supreme Court of the United States having failed to decide the point on which
a decis~on was expected, and I may say hoped for, i.e., whether or not th_e p_arties
are entitled to an appeal from the action of your office, the department 1s, m my
opinion, thrown back on the order of the Presid~mt, which appears to conclude the
department as it now stands, and the tracts outside of the limits of lands allowed hy
the register and receiver ought to be considered as public land. (See case of Rafael
Chacon, 2 L. D., 590; 11 C. L. 0., 122).
'
- Following the precedent established by Hon. Secretary Teller in the decision just
referred to, numbers of entries have been allowed where the applications were rejected by you for exactly the same reason given in these cases.
The applications of the parties referred to above are herewith returned, and y6u
will allow the entries upon payment of the proper fee and commissions and evidence
of present qualifications. Advise them accordingly.
.
You will hereafter allow all entries and filings for the land claimed by the denyative-claimants under this grant, but not embraced in the awards, upon presentation
of the applications with the proper fee and commissions.

The lands thus restored to the public domain aggregate 183,553.85
acres.
THE OMAHA INDIAN LANDS IN NEBRASKA..

These lands were thrown open to sale April 30, 1884, by proclamation
dated April 30, 1884, issued by the Secretary of the Interior pursuant
t.o act of Congress of August 7, 1882, the terms of sale being as follows:
First payment by April 30, 1885; second, within one year thereaft~r;
and last within one year from date second payment became due, with
interest on deferred payments at the rate of 5 per cent. per annum.
The act of March 3, 1885, extended the time of first payment two
years from date the lands were thrown open to settlement (April 30,
1884), giving sixty days' ·grace within which to make such paymen~.
The proclamation dated March 19, 1884, does not admit of filmgs
later than seven months from April 30, 1884.
The act of August 2, 1886, extended the time of payment to .settl~rs
who filed by November 30, 1884, two years from June 29, 1886, which
made first payment due June 29, 1888; second, one year thereafter;
and third, one year after second payment, but required the interest on
said payments to be paid annually at the time the said payments are
"now" due.
No filings are provided for unless made before August 2, 1886.
Parties who had filed since November 30, 1884, and prior to August
2, 1886, could on August 2, 1888, make first payment, but the intere~t
must be paid annually on August 2.
Parties who fail cl to pay the interest on amount of purcha e money
<lue April 30, 1886, were allowed sixty days from August 2, 1886, to
llake uch payment.
The act of May 15, 1888, extended the time for making payment ~wo
Y ar b yon<l the p riod fix din the act of August 2, 1886, and provides
£ r th ale by the er tary of the Interior of all lands not beretofor
1d or in which th pur ha r shall be found to be in default for a
P ri cl of tw years (und r the act of August 2, 1886) on July 15, 1888.
'TATE SELEOTIONS.

ing at th end of the fi cal year under the various
for edncational and internal improvement pur-
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po es and salines aggregate, approximately, 1,850,000 acres./ Although
the approvals of sucll selections during the year do not em brace more
than 99,205.42 acres, much was accomplished in the way of preliminary
examinations embracing about 350,000 acres.
The present condition of this branch of the work is stated more in
detail as follows:
Alabama.-The grant of 46,080 acres for university purposes of April
23, 1884, is approaching a final adjustment.
The State has presented a claim of over 30,000 acres as school indemnity, the greater portion of which is founded on valid bases. That this
grant remains unadjusted to such an extent is accounted for by the fact
that the war of the rebellion occurred soon after the grant of indemnity
of February 26, 1859, in lieu of deficiencies arising because of natural
causes, etc., was made, and also the fact that the additional provision
for indemnity thereby made seems to have been overlooked since the
close of the war until lately. Considerable progress has been made in
the preliminary examinations of this claim.
Oalifornia.-During the year a statement as to the condition of the
agricultural college grant was reached, which in the main proved acceptable to the State, and adjustments are being made as fast as conflicting claim8 are disposed of.
It having been alleged that the school indemnity selections for the
State considerably exceeded the quantity to which the State was entitled, approval of such selections was suspended in 1885 pending a further adjustment of the grant. In April of this year adjustment of
pending selections had proceeded so far that it was concluded that they
and the current selections might be approved, if covered by the required
non-mineral affidavits and found to be oflands subject to selection and
on valid bases, the act approved March I, 1877, having proved, as construed by the department and acquiesced in by the State, the means
of adjusting the grant without enlarging it, so far as selections approved
prior thereto are concerned, ~nd it being found that very few selections,
if any, approved since said date, are in excess of the losses or deficiencies used as the bases thereof.
The grants for public buildings, internal improvements, and the university remain unadjusted, but an endeavor will be made to, reach this
work at an early day.
Ooloraclo.-Statements respecting the condition of the internal improvement and agricultural college grants were made and communicated to the State officials during the year, and the grants are nearing
adiustment.
it was not found practicable to pass upon any considerable number
of the school selections, because legislation is needed for the relief of
the State and to make it feasible to administer the grant, which contains certain unnecessary anu inconsistent restrictions. Relief is p;ovided for in Senate bill 423, which was recommended by this department and is pending in Congress, having passed the Senate. Should
this bill become a law it would enable this office to take action upon
the applications of the State, which are fast accumulating. ,
Louisiana.-The State claims school indemnity in the quantity of
about 90,000 acres. It has been found necessary, in order to verify her
claim, to tabulate the losses of and deficiencies in school lands in the
entire State, and that work is progressing and a large number of adjustments have been made.
Minnesota.-The work pertaining to school indemnity has been resumed, and when the department shall have ruled on the question of
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whether double minimum lands may be selected in lien of mere deficiencies in school lands (not actual lands lost) where the towu.ships
used as the bases of selections falI with the granted limits of railroads
(see ex parte case of Minnesota, p. 121, Annual Report for 1887), the
way will be opened for disposing of a number of pending selections.
Nebraska.-To adjust the school grant it is found necessary to tabulate the losses and deficiencies in the entire State. It is hoped that
this work may be commenced at an early day.
Nevada.-Over 800,000 acres are embraced in pending selections of
la.nds made under the act of June 16, 1880, granting 2,000,000 acres of
land for schools in lieu of sectioni:; numbered 16 and 36. Of this
quantity selections aggregating between 300,000 and 400,000 acres have
been examined.
Oregon.-A.s practically all the grants to the State for the purposes
above mentioned have been adjusted, except the school grant, all the
selections being reported are school indemnity selections, in respect to
which the work is kept well up.
Very little work is being received from the other public land States
under said grants.
RULINGS AS TO SCHOOL SELECTIONS,

(1) School sections in Washington Territory-coal lands-indemnity.-:Lands in sections 16 and 36 in Washington Territory found to contam
valuable deposits of coal are not comprehended in the reservation of
the sixteenth and thirty-sixth sections for schools made by the act ?f
March 2, 1853, and therefore indemnity is not allowable for land~ m
sections iu the Territory, so numbered, embraced in coal land entries.
(To register and receiver, Olympia, Wash., October 13, 1887; not reported.)
(2) School indemnity selections in California in lieu of swamp landsact of March 1, 1877.-The swamp grant of September 28, 1850, being
of prior date to the school grant made to California by the act of March
3, 1853, the school grant, where the sixteenth and thirty-sixth secti?ns
in whole or in part were swamp at the date of the swamp grant, suffers
a uiminution to that extent, and there is no provision of law under
which indemnity can be claimed.
School indemnity selections based on swamp lands in said section ,
approved prior to March 1, 1877, are comprehended in the provisions
of the second section of the act of that date contemplating purchase of
the land selected by the vendees of the State, or restoration of the
same to the public domain in case they refuse after due notice to do
so. (To register and receiver, Visalia, Cal., October 17, 1887; not reported.)
(3) School indemnity selections in California approved onfalse bases or
in lielf: of unsurveyed school lands in place prior to March l, 1877-cancellatio11r-confirmation.-A school indemnity selection in California approv_ d prior to 1.arch 1, 1 77, ba ed upon the loss of an alleged tract
par 1cularly d cribe<l in the selection, but which is found not to exi t
b ·au covered by a body of water, hould be canceled. under tbe act
of .. I _rch 1, 1 '"'7, although. u ·h election may not be in exces of the
quantity of ~ch l i d_emni y t which the township may be entitled by
r a n f b mg fr. ct10nal. A s lection approved prior to said act,
ba · d up .n au n ·urv . · d portion of a school section in place, gets
r gi t r arid receiver San Francisco. Noconfirm ti nth r' v. (
'
'
m r 9...,J, 1 ... ; 11 r port .)

125

PUBLIC LANDS.

(4) Act of March 1, 1877-two school indemnity selections approved on
the same basis-confirmation.-A selection in California of a 40-acre subdivision of land as school indemnity having been approved prior to the
act of March 1, 1877, a based on a different tract from that described as
the ba is of selection in tbe original application, is held to have been
confi.1 med by said act, notwithstanding that a subsequent selection
based on the same loss of school land as that described as the basis of
the prior election, as approved but not as originally made, had been
approved prior to the act. The subsequent selection is held for cancellation under the act with the view of further adjusting the graut
and permitting the veudee of the State to get title by purchase thereunder. (To register and receiver, San Fra.ncisco, June 11, 1888; not
reported.)
NOTICE OF THE REMOVAL OF TIIE LAND OFFICE FROM OLYMPJA TO SEATTLE, WASII
INGTON TEI;mITORY1 AND CH.ANGE OF BOUNDARY LINE BETWEEN TH.AT LA.ND DISTRICT AND THE VANCOUVER LAND DISTRICT.

Notice is hereby given that the President of the United States, by executive order
dated June 27, 1887, has directed that the office for the sale of public lands, now lo- ,
cated at Olympia, in Washington Territory, be removed to Seattle, ill said Territory,
and that the boundary lines of the said district be so changed that the fourth st andard parallel in said Territory shall be the southern boundary line of the Seattle land
district and the northern boundary line of th~ Vancouver land district.
I!'urther notice of the precise time when the office at Olympia will be removed to
Seattle and when the land officers at Vancouver will be in readiness to receive applications for the lands hereby transferred will be given by the land officers of the respective districts by publication.
Given under my baud at the city of Washington this 1st day of July, 1887.
By order of the President.
NOTICE OF TllE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE BUFF ALO LAND DISTRICT, WYOMING TERRITORY,

Notice is hereby given that by act of Congress approved March 3, 1887, it is pr~vided that all the public lands in the Territory of Wyoming lying in the counties of
Johnson and Crook, in said Territory, shall constitute a new land district, to be called
the Bnffalo district, and that the office of the same shall be at the town of ~u:ffalo,
in Wyoming Territory, until removed therefrom by the President.
The office of said district will be opened for the clisposal of public lands at a date
to be hereafter fixecl, notice of which will be given by the register and receiver of
the district by publication.
Given under my hand at the city of Washington this 21st day of September, A.
n~~

.

-

NOTICE OF TUE CHANGE OF BOUNDARIES OF THE LAKE C:ITY 1 GUNNISON, DURANGO,
AND DEL NORTE LAND DISTRICTS IN COLORADO, AND REMOVAL OF LAND OFFICE
FROM LAKE CITY TO MONTROSE, A.ND CHANGE OF NAME OF LAKE CITY LAND DISTRICT TO MONTROSE LAND DISTRICT.

Notice is hereby given that the President of the United States, by executive order
dated January 4, 1881:'3, has pursuant to law directed the following changes of boundaries in land districts in Colorado, etc.:
(1) 'l'he boundaries of the Lake City land district shall be as follows;
Commencing at a point where the line between townships 8 and 9 south of the sixth
principal meridian inten~ects the western boundary of the State of Colorado thence
east along said line to the northeast corner of township 9 south of range 97 west
thence south to the line between townships 11 and 1~ south thence east along said
li~e t~ the northea~t corner o[ to~nship 12 south of range 91 ~est, thence south along
said _line to the thud correction lme south, thence we~t along said correction line to
the lme betwe~n ranges 6_ and 7 west of the New Mexico principal meridian, thence
south along said range lme to the northeast corner of township 41 north of rano-e 7
west, thence west along the line between townships 41 and 42 north to the western
b?undary of the State, thence north with said boundary line to the place of beo-in- •
0
nrn~
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(2) Transfer from the Lake City to the Gunnison land district all of the townships
in R.1, 2, and 3 W. of the New Mexico principal meridian and north of the line between T . 42 and 43 N.; all of the townships in R. 4, 5, and 6 W. of said meridian and
north of the line between 41 and 42 N.
(3) Transfer from the La.ke City to the Del Norte land district all of the townships
and parts of townships in Rs. 1, 2, and 3 W. of the New Mexico principal meridian
sou th of the line between T. 42 and 43 N. and all of . the townships and parts of
townships in R. 4, 5, and 6 W. of said meridian, south of the line between T. 41 and
42N.
·
(4) Remove the land office now located at Lake city to Montrose, and the Lake
City land district shall be hereafter known as the Montrose land district.
Given under my hand 1at the city of Washington this 7th day of January, A. D.
1888.
'B y the President.
NOTICE OF MODIFICATION OF EXECUTIVE ORDER OF JANUARY 4, 1888, CONCERNING
CHANGE OF BOUNDARIES 011' LAND DISTRICTS IN COLORADO, ETC., AS EMBODIED IN
PUBLIC NOTICE NO. 913.

Notice is hereby given that the President of the United States, by executive oruer
dated April 14, A. D. 1888, has pursuant to law directed that the north and east
boundary lines of the Durango land district, in the State of Colorado, as iudicated by
his order of January 4, 11388, and given in public notice No. 913, dated January 7,
1888, shall be altered and prescribed as follows:
.
Beginniug at a point on the west boundary of the State of Colorado, where tl!e l!ne
between Ts. 41 and 42 N. intersect the said boundary; thence east along said lme
to the northeast corner of T. 41 N.,R. 11 W.,of tl.te New Mexicoprincipalmeridiau;
thence north to the northwest corner of sec.19, T. 42 N., R.10 W.; thence east to the
northwest corner of sec. 22, T. 42 N., R. 8 W.; thence north to the northwest corner
of sec. 3, T. 42 N., R. 8 W.; thence east to the northwest corner of sec. 3, 'I'. 42 N., R.
7 W.; thence north to the northwest corner of sec. 22 of T. 43 N., R. 7 W. ; thence
east to the northwest corner ofsec.19 ofT. 43 N., R. 5 W.; thence south between ra!lges
5 and 6 west, to the summit of San Juan mountains; thence along the summit of
the San Juan mountains to the ninth correction line north; thence south, between
ranges 2 and 3 east, to the south boundary of the State.
.
The registers and receivers of the various land districts affected by ~he aforesaid
change of boundaries will give further notice by publication of the pree1se date when
they will be prepared to receive applications for the lands involved thereby.
Given under my hand at the city of Washington this 20th day of April, A. D.1888.
By the President.
NOTICE OF THE DISCONTINUANCE OF THE LA.ND OFFICES AT DETROIT A.ND EAST SAGI·
NAW, MICH., THE TRANSFER OF THEIR RECORDS AND ARCHIVES TO THE REED CITY
LAND OFFICE, A..~D REMOVAL OF THE SAME TO GRAYLING,MICH.

Notice is hereby given that the President of the United States, by executive order
dated February 7, 1888, has pursuant to law directed that the offices for the ~isvosal
of public lands now located at Detroit and East Saginaw, in the State of M1cb1gan,
be discontinued, and the records and archives of said offices be transferred to.the
Reed City land office, which, by said executive order, is removed to Grayling, Mich.
Further notice of the precise time when the above orders will be carried in~o e~ect
will bo given by the registers and receivers oftherespectivedistricts by publication.
Given under my hand at the city of Washington this ninth day of February, A.
D.1 .
By the President.
NOTICE 011' THE REMOVAL Oll' THE UNITED STATJ!:8 LAND OFFICE FROM NIOBRARA.
TO 0 7NEILL1 NEBRASKA.

Notice i~ her by given that the President of the Unitecl States, by executive order
dat d April 7, 1 · , has par ua.nt to law directed that the office for the sale of public lauds now locat d at iobrara., in the State of Nebraska with its records and circular , be r moved to 0' eill, in said State.
'
. 'l'b r gi ter and_rec iver ~f the di trict will give notice by publication of the prec1 e ~
when their oflk~ will be closed at Niobrara preparatory to removal and reop i_nu 'the same at O' e1ll for the transaction of public business.
Given unde~ my hand at the city of Washington this 9th day of April1 A. D. 1888,
By the Pr 1dent.
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UNITED STATES LAND OFFICES.
.A.LABA.MA:

Huntsville.
Montgomery.
ARKANSAS:
Little Rock.
Camtlen.
Harrison.
Dardanelle.
ARIZONA:
Prescott.
Tucson.
CALIFORNIA:

San Frandsco.
Marysville.
Humboldt.
Stockton.
Visalia.
Sacramento.
Los Angeles.
Shasta.
Susanville.
Independence.

COLORADO:

Denver City.
Leadville.
Central City.
Pueblo,
Del Norte.
Montrose.ci
Durango.
Gunnison.
Glenwood Sprin gs.
Lamar.

DAKOTA:

DAKOTA-Continued.
Watertown.

~~~ton.

Bismarck.
Deadwood.
Grand Forks.
Aberdeen.
Huron.
Devil's Lake.
FLORIDA:
Gainesville.
lo.A.DO:

Bois6 City.
Lewiston.
Blackfoot.
Hailey.
Creur d' Alene.
IOWA:
Des Moines.
KANS.AB:

Topeka.
Salina.
Independence.
Wichita.
Kirwin.
Concordia.
Larned.
Wa-Keeney.
Obel'lin.
Garden City.

LOUISIANA:

New Orleans.
Natchitoches.

MICllIG.AN:

Grayling.
Marquette.b
MINNESO'rA:
Taylor's Falls.
Saint Cloud.
Duluth.
Fergus Falls.
Worthington.
Tracy.
Benson.
Crookston.
Redwood Falls.
Mll'!SISBIPPI:

Jackson.
MrssOURI:
Boonville.
Ironton.
Springfield.
MONTANA:

Miles City.
Helena.
.Bozeman.
NEJiltASKA:
Lincoln. c
Grand lf!land.
North Platte.
Bloomington.
Neligh.
Valentine.
McCook.
Chadron.
S.vdney,
O'Neifl. d

NEVADA:

Carson City.
Eureka.
NEW MEXICO:
Santa Fe.
Las Cruces.
OREGON:
Ort1gon City.
Rose burgh.
Le Grand.
Lakeview.
The D:~lles.
Ilarney, e
UT.All:

Salt Lake City.
W ASIIINGTON.
Seattle.
Vancouver.
Walla Walla.
Spokane Falla.
North Yakima.
WISCONSIN:

Menasha.
Falls of Saint Croix.
Wauseau.
La Crosse.
Ashland.
Eau Claire.
WYOMING:
Buffalo.
Cheyenne.
Evanston.

Mitchell.

NoTE.-By act of July 31, 1876, the land offices in Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois were abolished; and by
act of March 8, 1877, the vacant tracts of public land in Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois are made subject
to entry and location at the General Land Office, Washington, D. C.
a Lake City district discontinued; new office to be opened at Montrose.
b Detroit and East Saginaw districts consolidated with the Reed City district and the office located
at Gr-ayling ancl opened for business April l 0, 1888.
c Beatrice uistrict consolidated with that of Lincoln September 15, 1887.
d OfficA at Niobrara closed June 80, 1888, and opened at O'Neill July 16, 1888.
,
e A new district was created with the office at Hamey by the act of May 21, 1888, but the office
has not yet been opened.

D-PRIVATE LAND · CLAIMS DIVISION.
This division has charge of all claims which had their origin in some
form of concession from a foreign- government before the acquisition by
the United States of the territory in which they are located, and are
embraced within the purchases of Louisiana and Florida, the former
by·the treaty of April 30, 1803, with France, and the latter by the treaty
, of February 22, 1819, , with Spain, and the cession made by Mexico
by the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, and the subsequent Gadsden
purchase.
_ The ,rights of claimants to property acquired from the former gov.
ernments when they exercised sovereignty over the regions of country in
which their respective claims are situated are recognized and protected
by the treaties of acquisition referred· to. After the confirmation of
this class of claims under the various laws passed by Oongress for as.
certaining their validity, their proper location by a United States sur·
vey and patenting come within the supervision of this division. It also
has charge of the examination, location, and patenting of donation claims
in the State of Oregon and the Territo~ies of Washington, New Mexico,
and Arizona; and of Indian lands, both reservat1ons and allotments,
and the issuing of scrip in satisfaction of confirmed claims where the
title to such claims has been adjudicated by the Supreme Court of the
United States under the act of Congress of June 22, 1860, and certifi.
cates of location or scrip decreed by said court ; also, of the examination
and authentication of other scrip issued for like purpose under act June
2, 1858, and the examination and patenting of New Madrid locations, act
' February 17, 1815, and other matters in the service similar to the fore·
going . .
The labors of this division will be largely increased when the pro·
visions for the allotment of lands in severalty to Indians, under the act
approved February 8, 1887, are carried into effect.
Twenty.six thousand four hundred and two and fifty.one hundredths
&cres were patented during the year, consisting of private land claims,
donations, Indian claims in severalty, and scrip locations, which pat·
ented lands fall within the States and Territories below named:
State& and Territories.

1~!~:::::::::::::::::::::::: ::::
onn .... . ........................ .
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.A.rea.

Acru.
8, 818. 56
945.63
477. 24
823. 28
2,307.73
059. 27

5,165.75

States and Territories.

Kansas .•••..........•....• . .........
Nebraska. ..•...•...........•....... . .

Area.

Acres.

Alabama. ..••.••••..•••. • .•.••.. . ....

Colorado . ..•............... . .. . .. .. ..

1,195.21
3,172.90
2,256. 9i
200. 00

Total •••••..•••......••.......•.

26,402.51
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During the fi cal y ar ending June 30, 1888, the work done in the
divi ion was as follows:
California privato land claims patent <1 •••••••••••••• - ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• • ••• •
Or gon and ~~shincrton 'l~errito~·y ~onations pate;11te<l ......... __ . _....•. __ . _
}'lorida. Lou1s1ana, and M1ssoun pnvate land chums patcntc<l ....... __ ... _. _
Ind ia.n ~la.ims pai ented .. - ... -- . - .. -.. - - - -... - - -.. -.... - - - .. - - - -- . - .. - . . . . . . .
En tries 1 W"ith certificates of location, finally approvecl ............ _. _... _.. _.
Claims in New Mexico under act of July 22, 1854, r •pot'Lc(l to CoHgre. s . __ ... _
Claims in Louisiana and Florida satisfied by scrip ...... .... ... ... ..... ......
Claims within limits of Las Animas grant, Colorado, in which awards wcro
made, finally a(ljudicated ...............•........ -----· -----· ...... .... ....

1
10

8
:38

1:3
13
46

1

In addition to the foregoing tbere have also been exarnine<l arnl apprnvcd aucl passed for patenting 116 entries made with certificates of
location issued under act of June 2, 1858, June 2, 1860, etc.
The total number of letters received in this division of the office during the fisca_l year was 1,313, and the total number written was 1,247.
:Many caseR bave been examined, rsome of which have been passed for
pateuting, while-others llave been suspende<l. on account of imperfections
and are now subjects of correspondence or have beeu returned to the
local officers for amendment or further proof. Of the cases decide<l.
some are now on appeal or awaiting the expiration of the time within
which appeal may be taken, or having been decided on appeal are now
awaiting tlle execution of the decision by the proper officers.
The following statement is submitted with regard to the condition of
the work in the division at the beginning of the current year:
California ca.ses docketed an<l not finally adjudicateu .... .. .•... .. ... .... . ...
15
Confirmed New Mexico and Colorado private land claims reported aud not
:finally atlj adicated .... - .. - . - - .. -..... -..... - -.. - - - - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
27
Oreo-on, Washington Territory, New Mexico, and Arizona donatious reported
a~d not .finally adjudicated ... - ...... -......... - -.... - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . .
149
Scrip cases, act June 2, 1858, reported and awaiting action............. . . . . .
83
Claims reported under act June 22, 1860, and supplement.al legislation, to he
reported t~ <;ongres~ bl this office .... - -... -.- : · -.· ... ~ .......... - - ... - - . . . . . .
2
FlorWa, Louisiana, M1Cb1 gan, etc., cases awa1trng act10n ...•................ 2,945
Claims within limits of Las Animas grant in Colorado in which a'Yards were
made by the register and receiver at Pueblo under act of February 25, 1869,
not adjudicated...........................................................
3
Claims within limits of Las Animas grant in Colorado rejected by the register
and receiver under act of February 25, 1869, on file, exclusive of one disposed ofin 1874 and one withdrawn ...... ..•... ..•••. ....... .... ...... ....
24
Scrip locations pending . -... - - .... - . - - .... -........ - ...... - - - . . - . . . . . . . . ... .
999

The following are among the decisions, reports, and recommendations
made since last annual report:
SURVEY OF LANDS PATENTED BY GOVERNMENT,

[To the Secretary of the Interior, March 16, 1888.]

~

Your letter of the 7th of March, 1888, with a request for an expression of my opinion on the questions contained in a communication of the Acting Commissioner of
the General Land Office, was received. The quP.stions asked by the Acting Commissioner are :
·
"1st. Has this office any legal authority to order a survey of lands which have been
patented .by the government, and which prirua facie belong to private citizensf
"2d. Would said survey when made (necessarily ex partein its uatnre) and offered as
evidence be conclusive in the face of the patented survey, which is strictly official and
executed under express authority of law, and which bas not been successfully impeached f
'' 3d. Would an exparte survey made by the government on lands which are not for
the present nnder its control be competent evidence, such as would be received by the
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court "i-!1 view of the -decision of the circuit court of California, U. S. vs. Western
Pacific Railroar1 Co. (8 Sawyer, p. 81) f"
These questions are answered in their order.
1st. The pu blfo lands, or the public interest therein alone, are, under the O'eneral
1aw, committed to the ca,re of the Commissioner of the General Land Office, ~ubject
to y~ur supervision. Aft~r the government has taken all the preliminary legal steps
leadrng to a patent , and issued the patent for the land to the pmchaser or rightful
claimant, without fraud or mistake, the land becomes private property. If a coutest as to boundary arises after the delivery of the patents to two such patent ees, the
government has no legal interest therein, except to furnish the proper Judicial tl'i]:>unals and process by which the private contention can be justly settled. In such
a contest between private parties for their private interest, tho go vernment, as between two of her citizens, each of whom bas an equal right to her protectio11, should
• not cast the weight of her influence in either scale of the balance of j ust,ice. In the
courts the parties should be left on t erms of equality to seek an unbiased judgment.
So, after the delivery of the patent s, where fraud or mistake is alleged, which affects
only private rights, and where the public has no interest in the lauds, aud no public
right is to be subserved or protected, there is no leg-a l authority vested in the Commissioner of the General Land Office to expend publi c money to make surveys to sustain allegations of fraud on one side or tbe other. Iu snch a case bis power ends with
the issu e of the patent, and the wrong, if any exists, must be redressed through the
courts. But where substantial allegations of fraud or mistake are made, the sustaining of whieh will restore to the public domain lands wrongfully patented, or subserve the public interest, or protect the public right, the Commission er may, in his
discretion. direct a survey as a part of the investigation to sustain the alleged fraud
or mistake, and to furni sh evidence in the proper court- to establish it. Subj ect to
the conditions last stated, your first inquiry is a nswered in the affirmative.
2d. A survey made under the circumstances stated would not be conclusive, but on
allegation of fraud in the original running of the lines might with other facts be
evidential.
3d. In connection with other testimony to establish fraud or mistak e in the original running of the lines, the testimony '?f the surveyor who re-ran the li~1 es a~ to the
facts found by hirn on the ground, together with the plats made b y him, might be
admissible as evidence to sustain an allegation of fraud or mistake.
ARIZONA AND NEW MEXICO.
PRIVA'l'E LA.ND GRA.i.~TS IN NEW MEXICO AND ARIZONA.

(To Hon. William M. Stewart, "'!J. S. Senate, Washington, D. C., February 10, 1888. j

In r esponse to your letter of the 31st ult. aeikiug to be furnished wit~ the date,
name, and extent of such private laud grants in New Mexico and Anzona now
awaiting legislation , "and also the aggregate excess of ]and that will be required to
satisfy them in addition to the amount r equired if they were confined to eleven square
leagues each," I have the houor t o forward a tabul ar statement as follows :

Name of grant.

Date.

.Area in
acres.

Ex:cess of
11 sc1uare
leagues .

.Acres.
1838
1753
1769
1795
174-2
1769
1716
1845
1806
1825
1742
1710
1819
1839
1819
1768
1768

18:)6

l .5

60,445.55
151,056. 97
88,079. 78
109. 043. 80
62,843.01
131,725. 87
89,403.40
415,036.56
472,736.95
130, 13 . 98
103,039.31
108,274. f.7

Unknown .
475,000.00
22-1, 770.13
243,036.43
148,862.94
186,977. 1;_
/¼43, 250, 50

20,620.07
i O:.!, 2i:ll.49
39, 25-!. 30
60, 21 . 32
]3, 517. 53
82,900.30
40, 577. !)2
31i6, 21]. 08
4:!3, !)11.47
81,313. fiO
55, 133. S.'3
59,449.39

ii:ij2

426,
175, 1}.14. 65
10,l 210. 95
100,037.46
138,151.63

7 ,ia4, l

1.

I 11,1

:uuo of r, ut.

·1.w

!IL

11,0-ooutiuuell.

Town ofVallodto j!;ntnL........................................
a:iion do P dor1,alc11 . .. .. . .... •. ...•.. ..•... .•.. .. ..••... .•...•.

J •
l 7

~~~:MJ;~·;:£~~~'.l~~ ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::1 l!l:1

afiada de Uochiti ...... ... . . . . ... . . . .. .. . .....• ....•. ...•... •..
17:!
Domin_go Val<loz . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .• • . . . . . . . .
li4 ~
Guaclalupita . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . • • .
l :17
Las Huertas ............... ........ .......................... > . .
1707
Town of Atrisco ............................................... 1700 :11ul 171i
Cafion de Carnt16 ............... ..... -·. ...... .. . •. ... . . .. . . . . . . .
IHIO
El RiLo . ........................ •........ .••••..•••.•........•.•. .II hunt t>-00
Pueblo of Lagnna. ... . . . . . . . ... . .. . . . . . . .. ........ .. ....... ..•••
tOH!I
Pueblo of Zia, Santa Ana, and .Jemez . .........................
171ili
Canada de Santa Clara... ................ .......................
170:J
ARIZONA,

Ra.ncbo Tnmacacari and Calabazas .... . .. ..................... .
El Sopori. ...... . ..... . ......... . ............................... .

1807

1s:1s

:l::!, 007. !15
Lli0,000.00

:1, Hi'.!, 47
111,174.62

Total area required in excess of 11 square lcagttOf! to oad1
grant ......•.... - ...•........ · ...................... ...... .......... .... .... ..... 4,437,153.21

It is proper to state that many of the gt·antH cnnmcratcHl h:wc uovcr hccn r-mrvoy <l,
and that the areas of such when given ~tre from t.ho host, <lrifa, av:iilahlo in this ofl1cc.
I will also state that tlle grant to Gervacio Nolau, in New Mexico, is not tnilmlate<l,
for the reason that on the 9th of January, 1886, Secroti£tt'S' Lamu.r decidecl thn,t CongrcH~
legislated upon the same by tho act or July 1, 1870, conJirming tho Gorv:tcio Nol:tn
grant in Colorado, ,tnd therefore ordered that 1t l>o Lhrow11 open to seLtloment.
There is also au alleged grant in Arizona of large climonHions known as tho" Peralta" o-rant, the claimants of which lrnve applied tu tho surveyor·geuornl of Arizona
for iu~estigation and preliminary survey. Their applic:ttion was rejoctccl by tho
surveyor.general, from which decision an appeal wa8 prnyod to this o1lice, whore Lho
matter is now pending.
If the areas of these two grants, as determined in the Nolau and estimated in Lhe
Peralta, were included in the total excess of eleven sqnare leagues Lo each grnnt in
New Mexico and Arizona, it would be increased to tho extent of perhaps 5,000,000
acres.
ARIZONA.
EL PASO DE LOS ALGODO.N'ES GRA.NT,

[To Hon. William F. Vilas, Secretary of tLe Interior, March 7, 1888.]

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, by departmental reference of 28th ult.,
of letter without date of Hon. Marcus A. Smith, Hoase of Revresontatives, askiug
that tlw order withdrawing tho El Paso de los Algodones grant in Arizona be revoked
and the lands opened to settlement.
You ask for report in duplicate and the return of papern.
In reply I have to state that on tlle 13th of November, 1880, this office transmitted
to the Departn1ent of the Interior for submission to Congress the report of the surveyor-general of Arizona, recommending tho rejection of this grant "on tho grounds
that the title papers are forged and antedated."
ThP- grant is claimed l>y '' The Colorado Commercial and Land Company."
Saicl report of the surveyor-general was accompanied by the original title papers
and the proceeuiogs had in the case before the surveyor-general.
It appears by the proceedings of the House of Representatives of Feuruary 16, 1881,
tbat on that day leave was granted the claimants to wHhdraw from the files of tho
House th~ papers in the case, no action having been taken by the House upon the
claim otlter than its n,ference to committee.
.
The lands included in the grant have been withdrawn from settlement from the
time that proceedings were institu_ted before the surveyor-general looking to his aq.
tion in the matter of the confirmat10n of the grant by Congre&s,
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It is.upon ti.lis statement of facts that Mr. Smith ask~ that the order of withdrawal
of these lands from ordinary disposal by the government be revoked and that they
be '' tllro~n open t? oc~upancy and purchase as other like public lauds."
Mr. Sm1~h states m his letter-t~at the papers in the case were actually withdrawn
by the claim.ants from the files of Congress, but of this fact this office has 110 oflicial
kt~owledge; but_ even :3'drnitti1;1g that ~hey w~\e so ~ithdra_wn, _the proposal sub.
nutted would still be of doubtful expediency. lhere 1s nothrn~ m the fact to show
conclusively that the claim has been finally abandon ed, or that the claimants have
exhausted their resources for i_ts recognition by the government in sonw other
, manner.
Of course it would be most desirable to have the lands in question relieved of tho
existing impediment and restored to settlement, but I would respectfully suggest
thatany premature action on the part of. tho government might subject it to future
embarrassment and individuals embracing such opportunity for setllernent to iujury
and loss.
It is to be presumed that Congress will in the near future take some positive action in
tb.e matter of settlement of private claims now pending, and I am of the opinion that
the better policy is to await some definite plan of Congressional action in the premises
rather than to resort to measures of doubtful expediency.
Respectfully submitted in duplicate and Mr. Smith's letter returned as directed.
ALLEGED PERALTA GRANT,

[To Hon. John Hise, U.S. surveyor-general, Tucson, Arizona, April 16, 1888.)

I am in receipt of your letter of Nov. 19, 1887, stating that you bad received notice
of an appeal from your action of September 23, 1887, denying the application of J .. A.
Reavis and wife for a p;reliminary survey of the alleged Peralta private Janel clam!·
Accompanying the papers which you forward is a letter from attomr.y1; of Mr. Reavis
in Washington, stating that the appeal is sent to you "in accor<lauce with the sng·
gestion contained" in letter of October 22, 1887, "from the Com missioner of the
General Land Office to Mr. James A. Reavis."
The letter referred to was one returning to Mr. Reavis a paper purporting to bo an
appealJrom your action, as above stated, with the information that '' when_ a ca ·o
arising in a surveyor-general's office is appealable under the rules of pract1co the
appeal must be filed in the office of the surveyor-general."
.
This letter contained no implication that an appealable case had arisen, and tho
assumption of the attorneys that the appeal was sent you "in accordance with tho
suggestion of the Commissioner" was incorrect.
Your refusal to entertain the application for survey was based upon the groun_d th~t
there is no present appropriation for the investigation of private land claims_ m
Arizona, and that before the question of a survey can be considered there are preluninary investigations to be made which will require a thorough examination of the
papers on file.
By the protocol to the treaty of 1848 the United States is bound to recoguize ~nch
legal value in grants made in New Mexico prior to May 1:.3, 1846, as the same m1µ,lit
then possess, and it was provided that such titles as were legitimate titles under_tbo
Mexican law in New Mexico at that date should be acknowledged before tbeAmencan
tribunals.
It therefore became incumbent upon the United States to provide a method for tl}(l
ascertainment of such legitimate titles and their acknowledgmeut as aforesaid, a_n,l
<Jongr~ss did this hy the act of July 22, 1854 (10 Stat., 308), the eighth sec ii on of wl11ch
pre6cnb '8 the method that must be followed ju asserting ~ind obtaining the ackno\, 1~d~ment of all private land claims within the Territory of New Mexico as then ex1strng; and no tribunal or officer of the United States has any other dnty, powt·r,
authority, or juris(1iction in respect to such claims than as arising under or in pur }lane of that statute.
Th a ·_t provi_d ~ for an exhaustive inquiry by the surveyor-general into all .rrivat
lancl ·laims exu,trng _within the Territory mentioned, and for a full ~ml cletailccl _report thereon, to ho laHl before Congress with a view to the confirmation of bona, fide
granta a.ucl to {,,rive full effect to the treaty of 184 and all lands covered hy claim _so
r~portcd by the nrv yor-general are to he reserv~d from other disposal or appropriation hy th g?v •rnment 11n1il the final action of Congress on such cJ:.~j~s. .
~ re rvat1on, thn for , of la1H1B embraced within the claimc<l limits of allc~ (l
prn·a. n ~ancl grant i. n t l •gally er atcd until it attaches hy force of hiw upon ~he
snbrn~ ton to ong1 . of t~ s~irv yor-general's report, ancl perbap8 no r
rvat1011
h_ 11 attu,·h nnl •. the cl:um tH fiworably r p rtcd; but, in auy event, tlie a cer11
tan_rn, ' by_ the snrn •or-gen ral of the origin, natnre, character, and ext nt of a
lam~ mu hr th· thn m:ulo anll 1lnl~·r ported.
I I to h 1> rvf!cl that ther i no requirem nt in this section that any survey
hool l lJ m c by tl1
nn- yor·g n ·ral ~ t any stage of proceedings provided for
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ther'in.
tlwrR ctionaofthcaam a•tc1oapceifi1·allyr qnir~ 1uv ysforothcrpurposes, but tlwr iF1110 l'Pcptin·111 11t of survcy1:lfor thi p111·p0He.
By tho ninth •ction of th net, "full pow •r a11<l authority "art givc11 to tht , • ,cr tary of tlrn lutcrior '' to i_ ~u all _ne _Mui. rnl ·s and r ·gulatiom1 for fully ·arryiug
into tdfcct the HC\' •rnl prov1s10u of U111:1 act."
Rnles aml regulatious to carry the •ightb section into f'ffc ·t wpn, i tll'd Anir111;t21
1 54 (Land Ollie R •port for 1 G4, pp. UJ-27). 'fht>se rcgulatioua pl". cril111 t h<t;\111tit•;
of the surv yor-gcn ·ml, hut <lo not iuclud auy dir•t'tiou to muk 1:n11·nyt-1 in advance of the confirmation of ti.Jo gmuts.
11 th coutrnr,v it i11 pr s •ribt•<l that ho
shall "rcq11ire of ever!/ claimant an authenticated plat of 1Jun·ey, if a sunry hall been ex-

ecitte<l, or other evidence showin!J the vrecise locality aud utml of tlw tmct."
'fbe positiv id utiJication of the lands claim ell i tlH•r for th<' clnty of tho claimant in the first iustance. Ile must show "the 1n·ecise locality ancl c:rte11t of tract
claimed," and until he does this (11mo11g other tliiugs r quired) 1 appr bend that
the surveyor-general bas no duty to perform.
It is not made either by law or r gulation a clnty of the surveyor-gen •rnl to make
this identification preliminary to bis cxaminatio11 of tho claim.
· That he may do anything within tho spber of his official action a.ocl rcsponsi uilit y
and tho appropriations made l>y Congress for tho purpos . while eugag din hi1; i11vestio-ations, which is necessary to bo done to establi h the true character of tho nlleged'grant a?d its true locality ~nd extent, is 1_rnqne tion_nbl .. It m~y no~cl a snrvey in a, particular case to deternnne some qne tionablc pomt of locat10n, ll1rcction,
or othonv ise, and if a survey shonltl be uecessary for any purpose iu any case it, wonl<l
be a survey at the instance and for the iuformation of the government, and uot a
survey at tho instauce or in the inte~est or for the benefit of the grau1, claimant.
The claimant con1d not be beard to chctate to the nrvey r-g neml or to this department whether or when a survey shoulu Le made in the conrsc of th ofiicial investigation of bis claim. It would obviou11ly be an nnscemly interforeuco for him 10 attempt to prescribe or in any manner to control the course of any snch investigation.
The law fixes the time when a reservation shall be created for tbe benefit of the
grant claimant, and I apprehend that a reservation prior to that time, whethor by
survey or utberwise, would be an extra-official act not warrauted under tho law, and
not justified by public policy or a due regard for tho 1mblic interests or the rights of
--adverse claimants.
The practical effect of an official survey of a private Janel claim is to segregate i he
surveyed ]and from the public domain, and to give to claimants the power of eviction
under local laws, and to vest iu them snch presumptive rights as will enal>lc thcru to
cajole or force occupants to comproJ.nise with them for the privilegu of 1·emai11ing in
possession of homos and property.
It is very clear that this power of domination should not be confcrretl upon grant
claimants by the voluntary act of the land department before an official tletermina· tion of the va.lidity of the claim has been made in the mauner provided by law, and
before a statutory reservation has been created by force of law following such determination .
},rom information informally communicated by claimants in the present instance
it would appear that they have in fact filed in your office their own showing of the
precise locality and extent of the tract claimed by them. Hence no survey is needed
to identify the tract they claim. It follows, therefore, that there is no legitimate
ground upon• which a survey could be urged at the present time, if at the present
time claimants had standing under the law and r.egulatiorn:it.o urge any.
The only effect of a survey in this case atr this time would be to enable claimants to
antagonize the Tights and claims of others before their owu are 6stablished.
The grant is alleged to have been made in 1758. If such grant were actually malle
it is very strange that it was not publicly asserted, authentically snrvoyed, and actually reduced to indisputable property right during the 60 years and over after the
date of the alleged grant in which the country remained under the jurisdiction of the
grantor government, nor during the whole period of the existeuce of the Mexican
government over said territory after the establishment of Mexican independence, nor
for thirty years further after cession of territory to the United States, during the
whole of which respective periods the claim might have been lawfully :1sserted and
maintained if it were in Jaw and fact a legitimate title, and not a non-existent nor
an abandoned or escheatecl claim.
Under these circumstances it would not seem that parties now alleging an interest
in this claim have any equitable right, if they had any legal cause, to ask to be suddenly put in_a position to exercise ~he prerogative of ownership over an estate that,
if ever a verity, bas been dormant for one hundred and twenty years, or nearly four
generations, and to ask to be enabled by permission of this department, before establishing the validity of their claim, _and before the genuineness, authenticity, M sufficiency of the alleged proofs offered m support thereof have been ascertained, to assert
a private title to the towns and cities, villages, farms, productive mines, lnclian
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country, and public domain embraced in a territorial area equal in f!ize to the, tat
of Massachnsetts, an<l in virtue of such departmental permission to evict or compel
compromises from adverse claimants in long possession or holding by patent entry or
occupation under the lawA of the United States.
'
'
The magnitude of t_his claim challenges the atte:1ti?n of the coll:ntry : its long abeyance raises presumptions that must be settled by mchsputable evidences ; and it may
not be overlooked that officers of the government charged with the execution of the
laws will be held to a strict accountability for the legal and proper exercise of th ·ir
powers, duties, and responsibilities, and that their discretion will be invoked to the
just protection of the public interests rather than to a hasty promotion of private ends
in advance of due process of Jaw.
- :from the beginning of the present century down to 1880 it was the uniform practice to make surveys of private land claims only after confirmation by Congre . It
had never been held that the laws contemplated preliminary surveys before confirmation, and no appropl'iation for this purpose bad ever been made.
. The first appropriation for the survey of unconfirmed claims was made upon the
recommendation of this office for the fiscal year endiug June 30, 1880. 'fhis appropriation was continued, with an interval, to June 30, 1886, when it was discontinue,l
at the instance of this office, the result of the experiment having been found in a high
degree injurious, great abuses having been perpetrated under the system, as shown by
the Commission er's annual reports for 1883 (p. 12), 1884 (p. 12), and ltl85 (p. 25).
, During the period of these appropriations it was customary to permit chdmants to
make deposits to secure the cost of such surveys, and this was the state of the law and
practice at the date of the decision of the Secretary of the Iuterior in the Tres Alamo
case, March 8, 1886 ( 4 L. D., 430).
'l'he act of March :1, 1885 (2:3 Stat , 499), provides, "That hereafter in all case of
ihe survey of private land claims the cost of tLe same shall be refunded to the trea ury by the owner before the delivery oftbe patent."
Th is act, as stated in the Tres Alamos case, refers exclusively to tl~e survoy of confirmed claims, and not to any preliminary survey of unconfirmed clanns. But und_er
this act a survey could not be made of a confirmed claim payable from the depo it.
The snrvey must be made from the proper appropriation, and the deposit is a r~fundment to the treasury of the expenses incurred. Surveys are not and can uot 111 auy
case be made payable out of a deposit, but must al ways l.,e made out of an app1'op_riation. When a deposit is by law made an appropriation, then the money dcpos1tcd
becomes available for use, but it is the a?propriation made by Congres~, and not the
deposit made by applicant, that is so hvailable. Section 2679, U. S. Re,v1se~ Statntes,
prohibits the executive department of the government from expendmg 1n any orn•
year any sum in excess of appror,riations made by Congress for that fisca~ year, or to
involve the government in any contract for the future payment of mo uey m >xcess of
such appropriations. Section 3732 also providos that no contract on l>ehalf of the
United States (except for certain military or naval purposes) shall be made unlc.-.·
the same is authorized by law or is under an appropl'iatiou adequate to its fuJJillrueut.
It is legally impossible for the surveyor-general to enter into a coutract for th
survey of a private lar.<1 claim, either preliminary or final, in the abscuce of !1L1 ,appropriation therefor. A mere deposit does not of itself constitute an appropnat1on.
Money may be placed in the treasury by the voluntary act of a depositor; it can b
drawn from the treasury only under some specific provision of law. If, therefore, a
deposit should be made for the preliminary snrvey of a private land claim, the money
could not be used to pay for the survey in the absence of an appropriation for that
purpo e. No such appropriation now exists, and none has been macle siuce the date
above rnferred to, when for reasons above stated this ofrice discontinued its recommendation fol' such appropriat1ous.
.
. You t1ec1ined to consider the application for a survey in the present case at th1
time, and the question is whether an appeal lies from your action in the matter.
'fhe Tul s governiug app ala are well known. Among those the fo11owing are fundame11tal:
1. 'Ihc~ party offering to appeal must have tlie standing of an appellant; bis iutert urn t he hown. '!'he q_ue tion whether Mr. Reavis has established lJis right to
r, pr P.nt ~bis claim is oue primarily for your determination, as it is necessarily th
tir. t que. twu that acldres. es itself to a surveyor-O'eneral when Le is called upon to
inv -ti,ratc a, claim. Tile tim of the .·urveyor-geieral and the r:neans of the government can !wt 110. xp ·rnle~l in xa.mining a claim if there n,re uo parties qualified t
tah, nor 1_n h ar_mg .P~t1 •s w~o.<lo not repre. ent legal claimants. Questions_ of desc ,nt, de,·1 e b ,u:,h1p, ar ell g112macy arc ttll involved, ancl the interest of claimant
11111. t; h · co, dtHilY I,: ·hown .. \\ hr.n a party claims an estnte from the governm nt
th · lmnleu of pr of 1 upon bun, au<l lw mu t stablish the interest he seek to reprec•nt.
.' in 1i:1p r _1Jav 1~ ·e!1 informally d posited in this office bs Mr Reavis, which
ar ~ 1<1 t I, cop, ' f uml r paper, filed in your office, purporting to relate to this
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claim, but snch pap rs can not bo consider cl here in aclvau of th ir ~"• mina.tion,
scrutiny, and inv stign.tion by your lf aucl your official r port. A case is not her
until it is reported by tho urv yor-g 11 ral.
2. To entitle an appeal to consideration tho isHu must b app ul bl iu it oaturo.
Interlocutory matters aro not app •alable. Au appli ·ation for a pr liminary snrv y
pending the investigation of a claim is an interlocutory motion, and app • l do snot
lie.
The appoitl offered can not therefore be rocogniz cl, and tho paper snbmitt d by you
are herewith returned.
OALIFORNIA.
COMMON BOUNDARY OF THE LAS PULGAS RANCllO AND THE CA- ADA DE RAUIUNDO.

tTo_llon. Wm. F. Vilas, Secretary of the Interior, March 2, 1888.)

On the 23rd of November, 1 86, this office was notified by the Attorney-General
that snit bad been ordered with a vi w to set aside the patent for tho Rancho Las
Pulgas in California.
In due time P. D. Wigginton, csq., of California, informed the office that he bad
been asHigned by the Attorney-General to prosecute the caso on the part of tho government.
Tho principal grounds of the suit is a contention as to tho proper location of the
boundarv, which, under the respective decrees of confi.rmatiou, is common b tw~en
the Las ·Pulgas rancho and the Caflada de Raimundo.
Tho Raimundo claimants hold that under tho decr00 (18 How., p. G39) confirming
the Las Pulgas, tbe western boundary thereof is limited by a line I'UHning one league
from the Bav of San Francisco and parallel therewith. They also claim that by the
patented survey of said western boundary it is wrongfully located some two or three
Ieagu s distant from the bay; that by the proper ac.ljnsLment thereof the Raimundo
elaimants would come into their right.fol possession of the whole of the San Raimundo
valley; and that, consequently, a large body of public lands would be restored to the
puhlic domain.
Upon tbis hypothesis Mr. Wigginton applied to this office for a survey of said line,
the map thereof to "be used in court on the trial of said Pulgas case as ordered."
Tb" surveyor-general of California was ordered by Mr. Spa1·lrn, then Commissioner,
to make tho survey as requested, which, after further corrcspondonce and some modi:ficatio11, was :finally executed and returned to this office.
Soon thereafter complaint was filed by Mr. Wiggiuton to the effect that said survey
was not correctly executed; that it did not show ou the earth's snrface the exact and
proper location of said league lino, and after considerable correspondence another
surveyor was sent into the field to test said line as to its accuracy of location.
His report is to the effect that the former deputy had located it from five to seven
chains iu oxcess of one league distance from the bay.
These surveys have alre::Hly cost the govermnent in the neighborhood of one thousand dollars ($1,000) and still the Raimundo claimants are not satisfied with the execution thereof, and claim that they can not with safety go into court with such
exhibits as evidence iu the case.
In fact, it is admitted upon all bands that unless the patented line of the Pulgas
rancho on tho bay of San Francisco, which was established over thirty years ago,
is re-ruu and re-established, it will be next to impossiule to :fix a parallel line on the
eaTth's surface exactly one league distant therefroni.
Consequentlf, Gen. J. W. Denver, as attorney, and R. S. Thornton, as agent, have
filed in this office letten1, which are in the nature of applications, for the re-establishment of said-patented shore-line, and for such other surveys in the :field as would
practically amount to a resurvey of the whole Pulgas rancho, and which would involve the expenditure of a large amount of money, on the part of the government,
in addition to what has already been expended.
·
I inclose copies of said applications, and have tbe honor to suggest that they be
forwarded, with the statement of the case, which is in duplicate, to the AttorneyGeneral, for au expression of his opinion upon the following pointE1, which it seems
to me have in a legal sense an important bearing upon tho matters involved.
1st. Has this office any legal authority to order a survey of lands which have been
patented by the government, and whichprimafacie belong to private citizens?
2d. Would said su_rvey when made (necessarily ex parte in its nature) and offered as
evidence be conclusive m the face of the patented survey, which is strictly official
and executed under express authority of bw, and which has not been successfully ·
impeached V
3d. Would an ex parte survey made by the government on lands which are not for
the present under its control be competent evidence, and such as would be received
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by the court, in view of the decision of the circuit court of California. (U.S. vs.
Western Pacific Railroad Co., 8 Sawyer, p. 81 ?)
I have only to add that this office feels disposed to render any aid that can be giv n
towards the acc9mplishment of right and justice in the matter presented, and that
its action will be materially hastened by the early attention of the Attorney-General
to the questions propounded.
RANCHO SAN JOSE Y SUR CHIQUITO.

[To Hon. L Q. C. Lamar, ·seoretary of the Interior, December 2, 1887.)

On the 8th of December, ·1885, the surveyor-general of California transmitted, for
patenting the plat, descriptive notes of survey, etc., of the Rancho San Jose y Sur
Chiquito.
About the same date Moses G. Cobb, attorney in behalf of coal claimants within
the limits of the rancho, forwarded an application for leave to prosecute a bill in
equity in the name of the United States against the rancho claimants, to set aside the
decree upon which the survey was executed.
On the 4t,h of January, 1886, this office informed Mr. Cobb that it bad no objection
to the method of procedure suggested. Subsequently S. W. Holladay appeared as au
attorney in the case, acting conjointly with Mr. Cobb, and afterwards seems to have
taken entire control of it by consent of Mr. Cobb.
The same privileges were extended by this office to Mr. Ho11aday as bad been
granted to Mr. Cobb, and on the 11th ult. he transmitted copy of bill in equity to bo
filed in the circuit court for the northern district of California, with statement from
the records of the case as the basis for the suit.
•
It may be stated briefly that the San Jose y Sur· Chiquito claim was rc,j ect~d by
the board of land commissioners on the 28th of Augu st, 1855 ; tlutt a trauscnpt or
the proceedings before said board was filed in the U. S. dist. conrt for the southern
district of California on the 20th of January, 1856; that on the 20th of May, 1856,
the claimants filed notice of appeal from the decision of the board.
The case remained in the district court until June 8, 1864; when, on account o~ som_e
jnterest of the judge in the claim, it was ordered removed to tbe circuit court of Cahfornia. The case was tried in the circuit court, and on the 1st of Novem ber, 1864, the
decree of the board of land commissioners rejecting the claim was affirmed.
An appeal from this action of the circuit court was filed aJHl granted to the U. S.
Sup~eme qou~t, but subsequently, in October, 1868, said circuit court ~as~ed an order
settrng :unde its former action and remanding the cause back to the distnct court for
further -proceedings.
On the 2nd of June, 1882, said district court, after additional testimony had b~en
filed in the c~se, rendered its decision c?n~rmingtitle to the ~laim, and t~us reversmg
the deer e of the board of land commissioners, and from this la·t.ter a,ct10n no appeal
has ever been filed.
The first point in tbe complaint is that the district court in the first irn~tanc~ never
acqui~·ed jurisdict_ion in the case because of the neglect and f~ilure of th~ ?launants
therem to file notice of their intention to prosecute an appe.al from the clcms10n of the
land commission within six months from the time· of filing of the transcript from the
said land commission.
'l'his point, however, is not well taken, for the reason that the rec~rd discloses ~he
fact that thd notice of appeal was filed witlJin six months from the tune of the fihng
of the transcript; the transcript was fi1cd January 20, 1856, and the notice of appe'.11
May 20, 1856, just four months intervening. And were it otherwise, and the six
months had ac}ual1 y elapsed I think the point raised would not bole good, for the
reason that tbe attorney ot1 the United States appeared in the case aT)d onductecl
the trial on lJehalf of the government· and so far as appears from tho r cord made
no ohj ctions to the lat ness of the ~ppeal. Hence, whatever irregularity might
have occurred by r a on f the appeal being taken out of time was waived and cured
by th appearant of counsel.
The s cond point ra.i cl i. : "That the said order and decree of the circuit court
of ctober 2:3, 1 G , vacating the aaicl decree ofNovemb r 1, 1 64, affirming th e decree
o~ th l nd commi ion, wa procured through the falae ancl fraudulent representatio~ and ·oncealment of fact. from aicl conrt by the said Emory and Ba sett and
th ·1r 3:ttorn y employ d th rein, ancl the Ramo was ther for null n.nd 1:oid.'1
twill b
l> rved, howrv r, tha the point h re set forth is not e.·trinsic or collateral to th matt r tri •d by th court in the first instance .
. "Tb act for whi h a court of 'flllity will on account of frand set a ide or annul a.
J~d~tn n 01 d' rr. b tween th am parti s, render cl by a court of competent juri ~le 10u, h v r I 100 to f~and
• triu ic or colln.t<>ral to the matter tri d b_y the fir t
urt, nd no
fra.ucl rn b rn- ter to which the d1;cre was render d.'' (U . .
~,. Thrcx:kmorton, 4 ·a.wy •1, 42, 4 L. ., p. 5 · .)
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The third point raised is: "That the said decree of October 23, 1868, remanding
said cause to the distdct court of tho United States, was null and void for want of
jurisdiction and power to make the sa~e/'
.
This point is involved in the precedrng one, and 1s governed by the principle laid
down in the decision quoted.
I am satisfied from an examination of the bill in equity presented for my consideration that the government could not succeed in the action, and that upon its face
the bill does not present a sufficient cause of action.
.
The government, as well as the claimants, was represented by counsel, and it is reasonable to suppose that the courts were advised as to the parties respectively represented; hence they acted with the facts before them, and neither their acts nor the
jurisdiction under which they acted can now be disturbed, although an error may
have been committed. I have therefore the honor to recommend that suit be not
instituted upon the bill of complaint presented .
.All of which is respectfully submitted.
FLORID.A..
CERTAIN PARCELS OF LAND WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS OF PENSACOLA.

[To Hon. Wm. F. Vilas, Secretary of the Interior, March 9, 1888.]

I am in receipt of department letter of tho 27th ultimo enclosing a communication
dated at Pensaco1ai Fla., February 20, 1888, by Mr. F. C. Humphreys, clerk of the
U. S. dist. court, calling attention to certain parceli. of land within the city limits of
Pensacola, "celled by t,he treaty from Spain to the Unit,ed States, that are now in
the possession of squatters, and to which the United States government holds title."
A. report is Tequested as to whether the records of this office afford any information
upon the subject.
.
I have the honor to state, in reply, that the data obtainable from the files and recordl:l in this office Telative to the lots of land designated by Mr. Humphreys are very
meagre and onsaLisfactory.
In Gal 'S anc1 Seaton's Am. State Papers, vol. 4, pp. 230, 9-34, will be found a report
upon and plan of Pensacola by Commissioners Overton and Whit,e.
In the year 18i7 the city was surveyed by United States authority-plat on file
here; which survey it seems was per instructions "laid before the mayor and aldermen of said city, and no errors found." Said survey shows the lots designated by
, letters of tl1e alphabet, referred to by Mr. Humphreys and otters. Soine of them
were occnpied or claimed at that time for 'the following purposes, viz: Guard-house,
public gaol, custom-house and revenue office, court-house, market-house and ·public
magazine, hospttal, old barracks, national mr.igazine, church lot, public prison, public school, parish vicar, etc.
·
The act of Congress approved June 28, 1832 (4 Stat. 550), provided for the selection
by the President of such lots and buildings in the cities of St. .A.ugnsti~e and Pensacola as were needed for public purposes, to be kept for the use of the United States;
also for the sale by auetiou of the public grounds" not so set apart for public pur~~"
The records of the Treasury Department onght to show what particular parcels of
land were selected as aforesaid for the use of the government and are still in its possession. The provisions of said act for the Bale of certain ·public grounds do not appear to have been carl'iell into ·effect, so far as Pensacola is concerned.
It will be noticed that the act reserved from sa le "any lot or parts of lots, or other
grounds which have been by the laws of Spaiu or the United States vested in the
corporations of said towns, or which have been set apart for churches or burying
grounds by the lawl'.l aforesaid, or by any ordi,nance of the corpomte autho1·ities of the
said cities."
By the act of April 22, 1826 (Stat. 4, 156), the United States had relinquished its
title to certain ~ots or parts of squares to the municipal and church authorities. Acting Commissioner Jno. Wilson in a communication addressed to Senator Morton, September 18, 1852, declined to order an official resurvey of the city, J:inding no law of
Congress warranting such action. The occupancy of lot "K" or "barracks" lot
was in question at that time, but the Commissioner stated that he could not give an
opinion in the case with the materials before him, &c. (See exhibit .A., herewith.)
I inclose, also, copies of office letters dated Feb. 9 and 10', 1866, addressecl to
Hon. A. C. Harding and the postmaster at Pensacola (Theo. Bissell) respectively.
The reply of Mr. Bissell can not so far be found on the files of this offi~e. Prom
memoranda upon the plat of snrvey of 1827 this seems to have been the latest correspondence in the premises. (See exhibits Band C and D herewith.)
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The "accompanying memoranda," alluded to by Mr. Humphreys, was not received
and I respectfully submit the following suggestions:
'
Progress seems to be the order of the day in :Floritla, as in other parts of the land.
There has been a healthy increase in her population during the last decade, and Pensacola douQtless feels the impulse and has a share in the increased prosperity of the
Shte; but of the measures there contemplated for public or private benefit I have
no certain information.
•
If at this time it is deemed advisable to investigate the rights of parties having
prescriptive titles only to lands in said city protected neither by treaty obligations
nor statutory provisions, such examination of titles should be thoro ugh, exhaustive,
and final, and conducted under the direction of the Department of Justice.
This would possibly involve an examination of the old Spanish records relating to
West Florida in charge of the " kP-eper of archives" at Pensacola; the files and records of the surveyor-general's office at Tallahassee; the laws of the United States
and of Spain ; the title records of the city of Pensacola, or of the conn ty, and of the
city ordinances since the change of flags in the year 1821.
Any aid which this office can render in the matter will be cheerfully given.
It is_also suggested th~t remedial legislation by Congress may yet be necessary;
something in the nature of a statute of repose, an act to quiet titles within said corporate limits.
Mr. Humphreys' letter is herewith returned.
LUCRETL\ WILLIAMS'S CLAIM-SENATE BILL NO,

1583.

[To Hon. Wm. F. Vilas, Secretary of the Interior, July 20, 1888.]

On the 29th ult. the Committee on Private Land Claims of the United States Senate addressed a letter here enclosing Senate bill No. 1583 "to confirm to Lucretia
William's the title to one square league of land in the State of Florida,". and reqi~esting that all papers in the case on fi'te in this office be transmitted to sa1d C?mm1ttee
with any suggestions and information which this office may see proper to give.
I have t.berefore the honor to report through your department as follows:
First. The title of the bill is in error in locatin g the land in Florida. Its proper
location is in the State of Louisiana.
~econd. On the 7th of March, 1884, this office made a full report to Congress,
through your department, enclosing the original papers of r ecord in the case and recommending the claim for confirruation as reported.
.
Third. The defects and informalities of the case as set forth in sa1d report and as
they appear in the records of the case are aSJ follows, to wit : .
.
.
(1) The abstract of claimant's title is not given, and the cham of title 1s but partially set forth in the claimant's petition or notice.
(2) A sworn statement by the claimant of the land supposed to be covered by the
claim is wanting.
.
(3) The original grantee Michell conveyed to Miguel Crow (or Joseph Mig_uel
Crow) four leagues of land, or that part of the original claim lying on the east si le
of the Sabine river.
(4) The claim for these four leagues was presented to the register at Opelousa ,
under the act of May 11, 1820, in the name of I saac Crow.
(5) The next conveyance is a deed from John and James Crow to Hugh McGuffi~,
for one square league of the 1,aud on tho east side of the Sabine river, "conceded to their
.
father, as they believe, under the name of 111iguel Crow.''
The grantors are styled in the deed "major heirs of Isaac Crow and Margaret,,. bi
wit ," with the implication attaching as to wbether or not there were other and mmor
heirs.
Fourth. In view of these several informalities and defects I would decline, a an.
original proposition, to recommend the claim for confirmation, but as they are presen eel ancl dii::cus ed in my pr dE;cessor's report in a fair anJ imparti:11 manner, Coogr
can have rio difficulty in forming its conclusion as to what legislation is appropriate in the pr mises.
KANS.AS.
,TTLITARY RE ERVATIO.

AT F RT LEAVENWORTII-LEAVENWORTII COAL COMPANY,

fTo II n. Wm. F. Vilas, Sei!retary of the Interior, Jnly 7, 1888.)

I have th hou r to. ·knowl dgo the r ccipt byyonrre£ rence of a communication
from th Hon. , c ·retary of War of the 15th ui't. in relation to the sale and patenting
f tw nt · • er of l· nrl in th military r :rrva.tion at]! ort Leavenworth, Kansa. , to
tb L v .n ~·ot h. oal ompany, and al o the conveyance to said company of the right
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to mine coal underlying the rest of the reservation for the period of sixteen years from
the 20th of July, 1868.
You also forward copies of pipers fro"ll the War Department setting forth the facts
which formed the basis and led to the issuamie of a patent by this office for the premises described, as well as a copy of the patent itself.
In your note of reference you ask for a report in duplicate on the subject-matter
of the communication, with return of papers.
As aforesaid the history of the case is set forth in the papers referred by you, and
is in brief as follows:
On the :~0th of November, 1860, the Secretary of War executed a lease of twenty
acres of land in the military reserve at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, to Samuel Denman, William H. Russell, and Thomas Ewing, jr., with the exclusive right to mine
for coal under the lauds of said military reserve. The lease was for sixteen years
with privilege of extension.
After the lessees had expended some $40,000, and reached the deep coal beds of that
region, it was discovered that the lease was invalid, because the Secretary of War
was not authorized under the law to make it.
'rhe matter was subsequently brought t.o the attention of Congress, and on the 20th
of July, 1868.(15 Stat,s., p. 392), it passed an act authorizing the sale of the said twenty
acres of land in the military reservation at Fort LeavenworLh, and directing the Secretarv of the Interior to issue a patent therefor; ''which patent shall also grant to
the said company and its successors and assigns the exclusive right to mine for all
coal underlying the lands now comprised in the military reserve aforesaid."
Under direction of the_ Secretary of the Interior thi~ office on the 28th day of DecemiJer, 1868, issued a patent givmg and granting "the title in fee to the aforesaid
twenty acres in the southeast corner of the Fort Leavenworth Military Reserve, and
also the exclusive right to mine for all coal underlying theremainrng1ands comprised
at the date of said act, in the military reserve aforesaid, for a period of sixteeu years
from the <late of said act of 20th July, 18t.i8, reserving to the sai(l company as the
assigns of the lessees ' the preference in an extension' upon the express conditions,
nevertheless, that said company, its successorl:l and assigns, shall furnish the United
States military post at Fort Leavenworth with coal as they may require from time to
time free of charge at the bank, aud iiaid company shall pay as a royalty to the government of the United States one-fourth of 1 cent per bushel on each lmshel of coal
raised by them, except that furnished for government purposes, and according to
such regulations as may from time to time be p1·escribed by the Sem·etary of the Interi01· fo1·
the collection of said royalty, and on failure to furnish said post with coal or to pay said
royalty the right to mine granted by these presents shall thenceforth wholly cease
and determine."
There is nothing on :file in this office to show t.hat any regulations have been prescribed by the Secretary of the Interior since the date of patent regulating the conditions thereof as to royalty, &c.
The Hon. Secretary of War states in bis letter that "the commanding general of
the Department of the Missouri was instructed, under date of September 1:3, 1872, to
demand and procure all coal ueeded at Fort Leaven worth free of cost, as provided IJy
law and the patent, but it does not appear that any coal has ever been received by
the United States under the terms of said lease.
"It is not known whether the royalty of one-fourth of 1 cent per bushel bas been
demanded or received from said company, the matter being under the jurisdiction of
your depart,ment."
.
.
Under the circumstances, therefore, I deem it necesf:.ary that a special agent of this
office, as suggested by you, should be sent to Fort Leavenworth to examine and report upon all the facts connected with the case, and I have the honor to ~o recommend.
The papers referred are returned herewith as directed.
LOUISIANA.
HEIRS AND LEGAL REPRESENTATIVES OF JEAN BAPTISTE CORNEAU.

(To register and receiver, New Orleans, La., .Tan'y 19, 1888.]

Referring t.o the register's letter of the 13th instant, I have to state that as early as
May 13,. 16_4R, the register of the la_nd ~ffice at Opelousas forwarded here a paper
(copy of said Jetter and paper herewith rnclosecl), for the purpose of having certain
lands jn Secs. 14 and 15, Tp. 11 S., R 8 E., Louisiana, .patented to the heirs and legal
representatives of Jean Baptiste Corneau.
These lands were claimed in satisfaction of the relief granted by acts of March 2
1841, and August 29, 1842. (Stats., 6, pp. 820, 871.)
'
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For some reason the Opelousas office did not report this disposal @n their abstract
of_sales; and consequently the lands claimed as aforesaid were never entered upon
the tract books of this office until some time in 1875, when a pencil note was made on
these books of the Corneau claim.
These lands appearing vacant upon the tract books were approved to the State of
Louisiana as swamp lands November 14, 1854.
These lands having been disposed of to the State in a manner which is rquivalent
to a patent, in my judgment the jurisdiction of this office over the same has ceased;
and if any error ·h as occurred in their disposal the court must apply the remedy.
The only aid this office could afford the Corneau claimants, if the location was free
from conflict, would be to place tbe entry in a con<lition for patenting; bnt as the
State either hol!ls a good -title to sn,i<l lands, .or else under the approval holds title
thereto as trustee for the Corneau claimants, there appears to be no necessity for auy
steps to be taken to correct any irregularities, if such exist, with a view to preparing
the Corneau location for patent, and therefore you are instructed to allow the mat·
ters involved to rest upon their present status.
- The cost of copying the record and :fileR of this office is fifteen cents per hundred
words, and one dollar for each certificate and seal of office.
This is referred to that tho Corneau claimants may be advised of the fMs necessary
to be deposited to secure authentic copies of documents on file here.
DAVID DEVOR'S CLAIM.

[To Calhoun Fluker, esq., United States surveyor-general,

NLW

Orleans, La., Februal'y 25, 1888.]

On the 17th of January, 1888, J. F. Ellis applied to you for the issuance of indemnity certificates of location under the provh,ions of the act of Congress approved
June 2, 1858 (Stat., 11,294), in satisfaction of the confirmed but unlocat~cl ancl uusatisfied private land claim of David Devor, entered as No. 142, 3d class, 111 the report
of the rei£ister and receiver at Opelousas, dated. Dec. 30, 1815. ( Green's ed. Am. State
Papers, Vol. 3, 162.)
.
Jan. 19, ld8~, you decided t,bat the claim for scrip was a valid _one, and _accordrn~\Y
prepared and transmitted to this office for approval the follo:wmg-descnbed _certtfi- cates, viz: Nos. 473 A to 473 H inclusive, aggregating 680?0%acres, the eq111valeot
of 800 Freuch arpens, the amount oflan<l. for wb ich said claim was confirmed by the
act of:l!'eb. 5. 18~5, (Stat., 4,81.)
You are aware that Mr. Ellis originally applied for this scrip in the year 18~; t~at
his request was denied by tLe then surveyor-general; that upon appea,l i,b1~ office,
Oct. 4, 1882, sustained tl1e action of the surveyor-general in denying t!Je scnp; ancl
that upon appeal to the department, the action of this office was approved by Mr.
Secretary Teller Oct. 31, 188:3. (2L. D., 403.)
.
Whether this claim against the United States for indemnity uucler the_afore~a1d
act of 1858 ii; or is not res adjudicata is the question now before me for cons1dernt1on.
Your action in the premises seems to baye been based. upon the theory, 1st, that
the claim is a valid one under tho statnte; 2d, that scrip was refused by tb~ former
surveyor-geueral, Commissioner of tlie General Land Office, and Secretary of the Interior, because tho case fell witl1in the rule laid down in tllat, of Joshua Gcirrctt (7
Copp, fi5); ancl Raid case having been since 01,e1·1"1.t led by the <lepartmc11t in Leltriei!s
.Al1·io (5 L. D., 158), such overruling llas the effect of restoring the rjghts of Ellis
under saicl act of 1858.
It is contended by counsel for Ellis (orally) that this is essentially a. new case;
that crip bas now lJeen prepared and submitted here for approval under c ·istiug
constructions of law and current regulati ns; that the entire land department heretofore declined to take any steps toissuetho scrip simply because the clain1 was not
urourrht within the requirement of the ruling in the Garrett case (snprn,), which re()Uircmeut have been wept a· itle, &c. '!'hat the former proceedings were iuterlocutory in their nature a.nd did not go to tho merits of the case.
Hn it iH th sam clc,irn, the same parties an<l suuject-matter. The ca ·e presents
110 nrw t atnre exc: ·pt as above mention d. and I am therefore of the opinion that
it i. res adjudicata i;o far a1:1 the Executive is cone rued.
~Vi~ho11t doubt Secretary Lamar had full power and authority to overrule any
J>,rmc1pl of <lepartment~l l< w_ tablishecl by his predecessors 'ecreta,ries cburz ancl
1ell r? an_tl tc~ <'hange :ml rnhng a to all future cases coming before 1 lie <lepartment
fo~ adJ1Hhc·,ation; hn whether the cl partmeut can now re-open a case finally cletermme~l by• • ·ret~rJ T .ller, becau the law applied by him iu lii clcci;,iou of the ca e
has , mce hf' ,u _d1flm ·ntly conAtrn c1 1changed, or overruled, iH a different que tion.
,Jan. 6, 1 . , rn thP- Crl. of ' 1h~r1es P. Chouteau et a.l.'' (not ~'et printed) the Hon.
• er t t aul: ' '011_11 •1 nr~ ~1th gr at energy that the Mainville heirs are not
·onc;ln,1 t1 ~> • tb ya11011 x. nttve cl ·i ions connected with these several survey
nd th •hum of right h r uo.<l r. Whatever o( truth there may be in this conten-
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tion, it still remains true that these decisions, especially the executive 011es, are final
as to this ilepa1·trne11t, and are conclusive against the further exercise of its jnrisdiction
of the subject matter," etc.
ln tlie case of "The Pueblo of Sau Francisco" (5 L. D., 492), the Secretary says,
"The rule of the department in reference to the opening of a urntter by one Secretary w lJich bas been formally adjudicated and closed by his predecessor is well settled.
The almost 1.minterrupted current of authorities on this point sustains t,he general
proposition tbat a Secrectary has no power or authority to revise or reverse t.he final
decree of his predecessor in a matter properly before him." (See citations.) "That
there may be and are exceptional cases which justify a tleparture from the general
rule is undonbteclly true. Among them is the case where the action of a previous
Secretary was without jurisdiction and void; it is of course not theu uinrliug upon
bis successor."
Nothiug appears to show that Secretary Teller was wi111out jurisdiction in the case
at bar; hence, in the li ght of authorities quoted, the previous decision must be held
to have exhausted the jurisdiction of the land department in the premises, even
though a hardship ensue.
If the Secretary himself has no anthority to re-open a case finally determined by
his predecessor, it can hardly be urged that an inferior officer can do what the superior officer can not do.
Tl.Jis office clearly bas no right to issue and deliver the described scrip, except upon
a reversal of the aforesaid department decision of October 31, 1883, by competent
autbori1,y.
.
Yon will advise the party in interest of the purport of this decision and of his right
of appeal therefrom under the rules, and at the proper time notify this office of whatever action has been taken pursuant to your notice.
ASA HICKMAN 1S CLAIM.

lTo Calhoun Fluker, esq., U. S. surveyor-general, New Orleans, La., April 25, 1888.]

I have had under consideration the applicat.ion of Leo Vandegaer; curator of the
'vacant succession of Asa Hickman, for certi:ficat.es of location under the 3rd section
of tbo act of Congress approved June 2, 1858 (Stats., vol. 11, p. 294). This act provides for the issue of certificates of location to the confirmee, or his legal representatives, for confirmed but unsatisfied or unlocated private land claims.
This claim is entered under No. 233 in the report da,ted Nov. 1, 1824, of the register aml receiver of the southwestern land district, Lonisiana, referrecl · to in said
report,, as follows, to wit: "233. Asa Hickman, of the parish of Natchitoches, assignee
of Jolin Mayhew, filed his notice, claiming, by virtue of habitation, occupation, and
cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, sitnated on the
Bayou Santabnrb, bounded above by other land claimed by the claimant, on other
sides by vacant land, and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board."

*

*

if

if

"We are.of opinion thi:i claim ought to be confirmed; and in the abstract have
classed it with claimA of the' third class."'
It was confirmed by the act of Congress approved May 24, 1828, entitled " An act
to confirm claims to lands in the district between the Rio Hondo and Sabine river
foundeu on habitation and cultivation." (Stats., vol. 6, p. 382.)
It appears by patent certificate No. 6~6 dated Sept. 13, 1833, an<l signed by Valentine King, register of the land office at Opelousas, La., that the claim of Asa Hickman, assignee of John Mayhew, was located on section 35, 'l'p. 7 N., R. 9 W., Louisiana. The tract books of this office show t,hat said section is reserved to satisfy this
claim. No patent has issued, nor is there any application for a patent on file here.
On the plat of survey of tbis township approved July 17, 1832, the improve·ments
of Asa Hickman appear to be in sec. 26, said township and range, and the improvements of Wm. Hickman appear to be on sec. 35.
In a letter dated Jan. 27 last, from the register at Natchitoches, La., lie reports
that "section 35, town. 7 1 range 9, containing 640.20 acres, purchased by John Mayhew, No. 233, Sept. 13, 1833, Cert. No. 626, Asa Hickman, assignee.
"In the' list of Rio Hondo claims' on file in office (register's office) same is entered
William Hickman, bounded by Bayou, Santa Barb, below by Cumruings, embracinothe whole of sec. 35, town. 7, range 9 W., containing 640.20 acres, pat. cert. 107, elated
April 21st, 185:3."
This .claim ~rn,v~ng l_Jeen_located in place, and the location being intact npon the
tract books of this office, 1t can not be classed as an unlocated claim; and hence the
claimant is not eu titled to indemnity under the 3rd section of saicl act of 1858 which
provides for the issne of certificates of location where the claim in whole or in part
has not been located or satisfied.
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T_he cer~ifi.ca~es of loc~tion rrepared by you Dec. 24 last, designated as 472 A to 472

H, 11;1 s~t1~fact,1on o~ said claim, are ~eld for cancellation, and you will notify the
parties m mterest of the purport of this decision, allowin,,.
the usual time for appeal
0
under the rules of practice.

JAMES BAitBUT'S ALLEGED CLAIM, NO.

361.

(To Calhoun Fluker, esq., U. S. surveyor-general, New Orleans, La., May 8, 1888.]
\

I have had under consideration the application of D. C. Hardee, by bis attorne~· ,
Robt. H. and Jas. L. Bradford, for certificates of location under the 3rd section of
the act of Congress of June 2, 1858, for the alleged claim of James Barbu!,, entered
under No. 361 in James 0. Cosby's Register A of June 7, 1813.
In said Register A said c1airn is referred to as No. 361 ; by whom claimed, James
Barbut; original claimant, Jam es Barlrnt; nature of claim and from w bat authority
derived, British patent; date of claim, 17 October, 1774; quantity claimed, 2,000
acres ; where situated, Feliciana; by whom issued, Peter Chester; when surveyed,
- - - ; by whom surveyed, - - - ; inhabitation and cultivation from 1809 to 1814.
(Duff Green's Am. State Papers, vol. 3, p. 43.)
Commissioner Cosby, in his remarks upon this register, states: "Register A co,nprehends patents derived from the British and Spanish governments at a time when
they possessed and exercised the undisputed sovereignty of the soil, and therefore they
ought, in, the opinion of the undersigned commissioner, to be confirmed by the government of the United States. In relation to the cla1ms derived from the British government, it may not be inapplicable to remark that they arc dist inguisbable 111 oue prominent feature from those granted by tbe Spanish government prior to her trraty ofretrocession to the French government. Bytbe treaty of peace between Great Britain and
Spain, in 1783, the absolnte time of eighteen months was given to bis Britannic Majesty's subjects to enable them to sell their estates and remove their effects, accompanied by a declaratio11 that should not that tim e be sufficient to answer those pnrpo8es,
his Catholic Majesty would give a prolongation proportioned to t,h at end. Ju 1785 a.
prolongation of four months was given by th e King of Spain. Not oneont of fift~·.of
the British claimants availed themselves either of the origin al limitation or of its
subsequent extension. Hence the Spanish government considered tho lauds l1c1<l
nnder British patents which bad not received its confirmation as being vacant.
That such was the decision of that government is clearly demonstrated by tl_rn ?011rsc
which it pursued in relation to them. So far as comes within the cornm1ss1~1wr's
knowledge, it is a fact that the lands covered by British patents of the 1ast-ruent1one<l
de.scription were indiscriminately regranted. by the Spanish govl'rnmen t whenever
application was made for them conformably to the law8, usages, ar:d customs of that
government. How far this circumstance ought to effect the valid.ity of those pate~ts
in relation to individual conflicting claims, or what its operation onght to be ?01J81st
eutly with the laws of nations, the principles of distributive justice, and the nglitsoi
individuals, the commissioner leaves for the consideration of those who are the constitutional gnardia,ns of public and private property. He deemed it his duty sirupl~
ton tc the fact without subjoining any comments." (Duff Green's Arn. State Pape1s,
vol. 3, p. 62.)
By letter dated July 20, 1830. to the register and receiver at St. Helena, it was helo
that • the United States intended to confirm no British clafm contained in the report
of James 0. Cosby, unless the claimant bad either sold or con veycd his right according to the provisions of tho treaty between Great Britain and Spain of :10 Sept m
her, 178:3, or had actually settled on and cultivated tho land a1 that dato. lfrnco,
1Jofore tlw reco~nition of any British title there must be most positive aud satibfaC·
tor: proof pro(luccd, either of tho actual ~ale and conveyatce under the said treaty
or of actual settlement and cultivation at the date thereof. Without such evi dence
no British claim is valid undei· tl10 act of Congress."
U ndor date of July 26, 11:330, this office issued the following notice:
Notice to claimants to lands under British ~rants situated in the land district west of Pearl river
ancl cast of the i land of New Orleans.

"Thos per ons who obtained on the 6th 7th and 8th of January last, from ther gi:t ,r a.nil receiver o( the laud office at, nei'ena in the State of Louisiana, certificates ofconlirmation of c rtain British grants of la~d in the ahovo-mentioned district
nnmh, rcrl one to ev_m~ y-fiv , inclnsiv ·,, nrl wl1ich are particnlarly dcsi"'nate~ in be
ah trnc 111:rnto snh.1omed, ar hereby notified that said grantR are not recoO'mzecl hy
any 1· ,,. ot th United tate. an<l that said certificate8 of confirmation are VOid a.nd
of 110 IB ct.
"Hy direction of the 'ceretary of the Tre< surr,
".JOUN M. MOORE,
'' Chief 'l rl-r rrif A t'W/ C'om111iB11io1 er,
IQ, 2fitfl ,l,,ly 1830/

·t.'
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Abstract of certificates issued by tbe regil'!ter and receiver of the land office at SL. Helena La.
'
'
commencing 6th January, 1830, and ending 8th Jan11ary, 1830.
CEUTll'ICATF.S,

"No. 75, James Barbet, on .James 0. Cosby's report A No. 356, for 2,000 acres in
parish of Feliciana, dated 8th January, 1830.
''The above abstracts of certificates were jssnecl ou the 6th, 7th, and 8th of Janua.ry 1830, as appears by reference to their respect,ive dates annexed to each certific~te. The date ofthe claims can be ascertained b)~ reference to James 0. Cosbv's
report of British and Spanish patents under the letter A.
·
"'l'noMAS Gnmrn DAVIDSON, Register.
"A. G. PENN, Receiver.
"LAND OFFICE, ST. HELENA, 1st June, 1830."
Again, on the 9th February, 1831, this office, in a letter to the register at St. Helena
court-house, Louisia,na, held "that in every such case" (referring to British grants
included in J. O. Cosby's report) "where it does not appear from the report that the
Jand claimed was sold and conveyed according to the provisions of the treaty of 30
September, 1783, or actually settled and cultivated by the person holding the legal
title therein at the date of that treaty, the claim is not confirmed, ancl the certificate
which bas been issued is uull and void.
"To entitle any person claiming under a British patent to a certificate under the
act of 3<1 March, 1819, it must appear, from the face of the rnports referred to in that
act, that the land was so1d and conveyed or settled and cultivated by the legal owner
ju 178:\ as no evidence respecting either of those points can now be received.';
Hy reference to said report the grant appears to have been made Oct. 17, 1774, by
Peter Chester to James Barbut; inhabitation and cultivation claimed from 1809 to
18t4.
As there is nothing in saic1 report to indicate that said claim ]ms ever been sold or
conveyed, nor iubabitated and cultivated at the date of the trnaty of 1783, it cannot
be bclrl that it i~ recognized uy the 1st section of said act of 1819. This identical
claim having been declared void and of no effect by this office and the Secretary of
the Treasury, I must decline to authenticate said certificates.
Tlie certificates are therefore held for cancellation, and you will notify the parties in interest of the purport of this decision: allowing the usual time for appeal under the rules of practice.
SAMUEL NORRIS'S CLAIMS NUMBERED 164 AND 165.
[To Calhoun Fluker, esq., U. S. surveyor-general, New Orleans, La., June 28,

:fflss.]

I have considered your communication of April 25th last, with stated iuclosures,
in the matter of the private land claims of Samuel Norris, nmnbered 164 and 165 in the
rnports dated May 30 and June 6, 1840, of the register and receiver at Opelousaii,
La., and confirmed by the 1th section of tbe act approved July 6, 1842 (5 Stat., 491).
These claims not having been located in place or otherwise satisfied by the United
States, you prepared indemnity scrip in satisfaction of the same under the provii,;jons of the act of June 2, 1858, and transmitted it to this office for approval Dec.
22, 1887, and the scl'ip was approved and returned to you March 3, 188S, "for delivery to the party lega11 y entitled thereto."
Mr. James L. Bradr,ml applied for this scrip Dec. 8, 1887, as attorney for Leo Van·
degear, curator of the succession of said Norris, deceased, filing at the same time a
complete transcript of all the proceedings relative to the appointment u.nu qualifica,tions of said curator in the parish of Sabine; which probate proceedings ;you state,1
were "regular and in accordance wjth the laws of this State, and establish the curntorship of the applicant," &c.
It appears that you have not delivered the scrip, for the reason that there was
found in your office a prior application therefor, filed October 9, 1872, by one W. Ji.
Hawford, claimjng to be the owner of the Norris claims by virtue of a probate sale
date<l Oct. 4, 1872. Hawford, in the same month and year, by act of sale conYeyed all
bis riglit and title iu the aforesaid claims to D. J. Wedge.
You state that "artfole 929 of the Louisiana code of practice of 1870, which is now
the law in force with regard to the place of opening successions, reads as follows:
'The place in which a succession js opened is and iu future shall be held to be as fol~
lows, notwithstanding any former law to the contrary.
'' Iu the parish where ~4(:} (leven, eq ref;JifleQ if 4~ lla.d a domicH o:r fi*ea, l>l~ce of re,i,t..
e r,e ju t4e ~ta,te,
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''. In the_ parish where he_ left la.nde? pr~pertJ'. if !'ie had neither doruicil nor place of
residence m the State; or m the parrnh m which 1t appears from the iuveutory that
bis principal property was situated if be had property in several parishes.
"In the parish where he died if he had no certain nor any fixed property.'
"Now the succession ofSainnel Norris having been opened in two parislies, to wit
in the parish of Catahoula in 1872, on the application of W. H. Hawford for letter~
of curatorship, and in the parish of Sabine, in 1887, by Leo Vandegaer, curator, and
t,he proceedings bad in both parishes and under both courts being entitled, in my
opinion, to equal weight and credi t, I declined and refused to deliver said certificates
either to Mr. Bradford, att'y for Vandegaer, or to Mr. Wedge, holding under Haw-

fo~.

.

.

"In order to determine who the legal repi·esentaLive of the deceased confirmee is,
whether Vandegaer or Wedge, or either of them, the question arises, which set of
probate proceedings are vaJjd, and which court bad jurisdiction if either-the one
s itting for the parish of Catahoula or the one sittiug for the parish of Sabine?
Unf1er the law cited this cannot b e determined, in my opinion, in the absence of
legal proof ei.tber of the parish where deceased resided, or if a non-res ident the parish where he left landed property, or if be had no fixed property the pn.ri. h where
be died," &c.
·
On April 2, 1888, D. J. Wedge-Hawford's vendee-afldressed yo n a communication dismissing the application for relief by 1-:1.awford, and ''renounci ng auy right or
claim in him or myself" (Wedge)'' as hisveudee of said claim and ask leave to withdraw the papers filed in the case, and that this paper be filed as my renunciation,"&c.
Mr. Wedge a1so makes the following statement: '' Upon investigation it has been
ascertained that said Norris was for many years a resident of the parish of Uataboula,
bu_t that shortly before his death he removed to the parish of Sab ine, sairl ~tate,
where he died, having changed bis domicil to that parish. '~lierefore )egally it ~ppears that the succession of Norris should have been settled rn the pansh of ,S_abine,
which the records I have examined show me was afterwards done, and that said succession is yet in process of administration in said parish."
Upon this point you report that said "letter aml renunciation is accornpanie~ w~th
no proof whatever of its contents, and in my jud gment cannot effect the q uest1on JU·
vol ved . . l<'or if Mr. Wedge conld by such a letter give validity to the probate proceedings had in the parish of Sal..riue, Vandagaer, by:filing a similar one, could attach
jurisdiction to the parish of Catahoula."
.
You conclude by expressing the opinion that until Vandagaer establu,hes by legal
proof the fact that the court of Sabine parish had j uTisdictien of tlle case, you cau
not deliver the scrip to him.
·
In the Court of Claims, June 1, 1885, in the cause entitled "John Lr(1yard Hodga
and Andrew H. Sands, legal representatives of Antonio Vaca, vs. the United States,"
it was held that the Department of the Interior upon the qnestions involved was

functus officio.
.
.
In tbis..a,se the said Hawford (above mentioned) had purchased the Vaca, cl~im at
a succession sale, applied for the serip, received and sold the same. The scnp was
properly issued under the act of 185 , but apparently impro)_)erly delivere~, because
Vaca bad so1d bis c1aim during his lifet~mo, and the opening of his succession was an
unnecessary actin thatregard.
Davis, J., in his opinion, sets forth" that if tho claimants' allegations are well founded
they probably have a remedy against Hawford, and if they Lave been injured hy tho
laches or errors of government officers, they may perhaps l,ave a claim for indcmnit y wbich wi1l b e recognized by Congress; but und er the motion now mad , and unc1 r the provisions of the Bowman act, we ha,ve to <lecide at this time not upon the
rights of the claimants, but upon the power of the ecretary.
"The statute provides (11 tat., 294) that where a private land claim l.Jas b en confirm<:d by Congres.<:1 but has not been located and rem::J,ins unsatis(i cl, tho appropriate
survcyo!-g ueral shall' issu to Lhe claimant or his legal representatives' a cerLificate
of lonat1ou.
"l~a.wford m'.1-de'app~i ·ation und rtbis act, his tHlcwas on its face valid, and crip
was i 'snec.1 _which c. ~·t1ficd that Vaca 'or bis legal representatives' were entitled to
1~>cate c~rtam qna~1tth s of land. This scrip was sent to the surveyor-general, wllo d hv_ •r <lit to Hawfor<~, relying upon tlieapparcntly good titlo setup by him. P(•1hap
tht. .wa!i an error wluch 1 · vcs tho nited States liable in dama(J'es to the claimanfR,
hut it was 11~11 th le an ex rcise of the power gi,·en by tbe act and exhaust d that
y,ow~r. It <H b r was or wa not the duty of the :mrve or-general to flecicl in whom
h _tit} otb c_ertifir.at•r -~·cl; ifitwa his<lnty,thenthoperforrnanceofitisnot
r v1 w. hi l>y b1 1m_ccr. or; if tho ,l,\ci ion of th: t qnestion wa.s not by law impo ed
npon b1m, th n h 1. n~ of th" (·ortificn.teH runniu" 011 th ir facA to Va ca or hi Jerral
r ·pr ·u~ ti ·r.. nveu if 11 Ii vcrl'tl h.' 1nistak11 to on~i not enti tl~d to receive th m, waa
an · rci e of. all th P \ ·1·r the. tatnte gt ve him. Tbo statute allows the eneral
Land O co to 1 u o
of co ttficat , · ud only one 1 iu aa~:i·action of t4ese grnuts;
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it does not authorize that office to correct errors by the issue of duplicate sets, and auy
wrong done or injury inflicted by the mistaken delivery must be !em~die~ in.the courts
or by ConO'ress. It is our opinion that the Department of the Inter10r IS without further powe~ in the matter and the motion is a!lowed."
.
. .
In the case at bar the certificates of location were properly Issued under existmg
law and instructions, and the only question before the land department at this time
is the question ot: deliv_ery.
. .
This, however, 1s an important matter, because under the provisions of the act approved Jan. 28, 1879 (Stat., 20,274), the scrip when properly located upon the public
domain is patentable in the name of the 1:ocator; and his title to the certificate must
be satisfactorily shown before patent issues.
The courts of Catahoula and Sabine, sitting l:!iS courts of probate in and for said
parishes, had and h ave original unlimited jurisdiction in probate and succession matters; and the action of either court in the premises is binding and conclusive in the
courts of the United States, and also in its executive departments, unless want of
.jurisdiction over the subject-matter can be affirmatively shown .
"The purchaser of real estate at a succession sale is bound to look to the jurisdiction of the court and its order directing the sale, and if they are sufficient, he is
protected." (See Lettrieus Alrio, 5 L . D. 158.)
The proces verbal of the opening of Norris' succession in Catahouht parish, in 1872,
throws no light on the question of jurisdiction. Unless the court had jurisdiction,
of course Hawford took nothing by his purchase at that time.
Aud if the succession was properly opened, and Hawford's purchase was valid, of
course the curator appointed in Sabine parish has nothing to administer upon.
Your action in the matter is therefore sustained; but you will call upon Mr. Vandagaer to furnish proof that under the laws of Louisiana the court of Sabine parish
bad jurisdiction to make the appointment as aforesaid.
The record as to the-form, appointment, oath of curator, bond, etc., is s:1,tisfactory.
If the proof furnished is in your opinion sufficient, ;:tnd as Mr. Wedge has removed
all benefit which he might derive under the sale to Hawford, the scrip may be delivered accordingly.
The curator is responsible to the court for bis acts, and I think the government
would then bo sufficiently protected from erroneous rlelivery and can thereafter recog--.... nize any sale or assignment of the scrip by said curator. ·
In any subsequent action taken by you in the premises you will give due notice to
all concerned and a.now tho usual opportunity for appeal to this office and the department under the rules of practice now in force.
·
The papers transmitted by you are herewith returned, and you will file all the evidence in this office in case you make delivery of the scrip, retaining authenticated
copies for your own files.
.
HEIRS OF JOHN INNERARITY FOR SCRIP FOR UNSATISFIED JUDGMENT IN THE CASE
Ol!' JOHN LYND VS . THE UNITED STATES.

[To register and receiver, New Orleans, La., June 28, 1888.]

. I have l1ad under consideration the petition of the heirs of John Innerarityfor scrip
tor the unsatisfied portion of the judgment of the Supreme Court of the United States
rn the case of John Lynd vs. the United States (11 Wallace, p. 632).
Upon an examination of the record of the case of John Lynd I find that the Supreme
Court of the United State at its December term, 1870, in the cause entitled U. S. vs.
heirs of John Lynd, awarded scrip nuder the 6th section of the act of Congress of
J nne 22 1860 (Stats., vol. 12, -p. 82), to Henrietta Blanc, t,be widow of John Lynd,
Robert S. Lynd, and Rose Lynd, the widow of Robert C. Cammack, for the equivalent
of 32,075 arpens or 27,253.75 acres, to be located upon any of the public lands of the
United States subject to private entry at the rate of one dollar and twenty-five cents
per acre.
Subsequently, the attorney for the widow and heirs of John Lynd ascertained that
John Lynd, by an act passed beforo B. Pedesclaux, notary public, at the city of
New Orleans, La., on the 11th of August, 1808, sold to John Forbes & Co. 15,134
arpens, equivalent to 12,873.90 acres; and that on the 12th August, 1812, he also sold,
by act passed before Michel de Armas, the quantity of 5,47'0 arpens of land of their
c}aim, making in the ap;gregate 20,604 arpens, equivalent to 17,513.40 acr es ; and thereu~on the said widow and heirs of John Lynd on the 20th December, 187:J, entered in
saHl case, in the district court of the United States for the district of Louisiana, a
remittitnr of scrip for 17,513-i\°8 acres, leaving 9, 740 11i°o acres to be satisfied by scrip
under tho award.
Under elate of April 6, 18i4, this office issued scrip in favor of the heirs of John
Lynd in _satisfaction of tho award of the Supreme Court of the United States to the
extent oi 9, 740-fdt,acres.
INT
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It app_ears that subsequentl;y Fanny W. I. I~n.erarity et al., the heirs and legal representatives of_ James Inneranty, brought smt m the courts of Louisiana for the scrip
due them by vutu e of the sale by John Lynd t'o the firm of John Forbes & Co.
The Supreme Court of the United States, at its October term, 1878, in the cause of
the United States
Innerarity, awarded scrip to Fanny W. I. Innerarity the heirs
and legal representatives of Jameslnnerarity, a member ofthefirmof John'Forbes &
Co., _to the extent of 4,287-lVh a,cres, being one-third part of 12,863.90 acres, the equivalent of 15,134 arpens, being the land purchased August 11, 1808, by John Forbes &
Co., of John Lynd.
This award was satisfied by the issue of scrip by this offict'\ February 10, 1879.
By the act of Congress approved June 22, 1860 (Stat., vol. 12, p. 82), and supplemental legislation, the machinery was provided for the final settlement of this cla s
of claims, either by l>ringing them into court or before the register and receiver of
the proper district land office acting as a board of commissioners under instructions
from this office.
A petition was prepared addressed to the district court for the district of Louisiana.
by A. P. Hulse, esq., attorney in fact for the legal representatives of John Innerarity,
but was not filed, as appeal's by a letter dated April 12, 1879, from Wm. H. Wilson
to Hon. C. W. Jones; and subsequently a petition prepared by said Hulse setting
forth the facts in the case was fi.led in the land office at New Orleans by one W. H.
Wilder, but not until the act of June 10, 1872 (extending the provisions of the act of
June '22, 1860) had expired.by limit.ation.
, Congress having provided a way by which this class of claims were to be adjusted,
and the parties in interest in the claim of John Innerarity as one of the three partners in the firm of John Forbes & Co. having failed to take advantage of the remedial legislation within the time allowbd by law, the claim of the heirs of Johnlnnerarity must fail through their own laches.
'l'his office can not issue scrip without some express authority of law.
The petition for scrip must be denied.
"
You will notify the parties in"interest of the purport of this decision and allow the
usual time for appeal under the rules of practice.

v,.

LOUIS AND PIERRE RICHARD'S CLAIM, NO,

96 B.

[To Calhoun Fluker, esq., U.S. surveyor-general, New Orleans, La., November 11, 1887.)

I Lave considered the application for certificates of location under tho act of June
2, 185E.-, in tho case of Louis and I'im'l'e Richard, which claim is enter~~ as No. 96 "B," i~
the report of the commissioners for the western district of Lomsiana, dated April
6, 1815. (Am. State Papers, Green'R ed., vol.:\ pp. 85, 88, and 102.)
.
On September 27, 1877, the certificates in this case, nnrul>ered 387 A to 38? E, rnclusive, aggregating 2, 722-fu-\ a cres, were prepared at your o~ce a1;1-d transmitted here
for approval; tho act of April 29, 1816 (Stat. 3, p. 328), berng relied upon for the confhmation of saill cla.im to the extent of 3,200 arpens.
Surveyor-General Brewster, in his report upon this case, states that he made a ca~efo I n.o<l complete examination thereof; and it appears that he was_unable ~o establl h
tho locus of sai<l claim with any certainty from the records accessible to him.
.
He was of the opinion, however, that the confirmation attached to the ~ntire
quantity claimed; :n1d he recognized Mr. D. J. Wedge as the legal_represe~tative of
"Lou is and Pierre Richard" by virtue of his purchase at a succession sale m Lafayette parish, Louisiana, in the ye.ar 1872.
This claim is based upon a purchase from .Tohn, an Indian chief of the Attakapas
tribe; and on pages 85 to 88, vol. 3, State Papers, we find a dissertation upon the sort
of titlo by which Louisiaua Indians of different ways of life held lands under the
former government, disposed oftbo same, &c.
The third class of claims h eld by virtue of titles derived from the aborigines is thus
de cribed: "Thirdly, claimA for land purchased from Indians of the description lat
meutioued" (nam,lv, tribes of Christian Indians, or the chiefs of such tribes) ''who
from the evidence adduce<l before the board shall appear to have been in the actual
occupancy of the land at tho <late of their Aales, but whose deeds of sale may not have
1,_P.<'n pre ente~ for the ratification of the governor. In this case the Indians are con11~ reel as banng tran ferr •d ouly the right of occupancy which they held at the
w1ll f_ th gove~umeut. The title is incomplete, but the pu~cha er supposed to have
in q111table cla11n for the confirmatiou of his title to so much of tho land claimed a
wonl,l he_ f:1111 inderu1;1ity for tho consid ra.tiou be may have paid."
: lrn_ p11nc1p· 1 qu . t1on ariaing upon this application for scrip under the act of
1 " , 1 that oft~~ confirm~t10n of the claim by the said act of April 29, 1816.
I am of 'th op1mon that 1 , as confirmcu, if at all in accordance with the foll and
r 1• 1 r.o!nrn n<l· ti ns _of tho ·~mmi. ion rs (taken' as a whole), as set forth in their
1 •port, , lnch \' ll
11hn11tt !d to ongn:, . ; hut not for :3,200 arpens of land.
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The confil'matory act after specifying several n~ports, including the one containing
the Richard claim and the method of classification adopted in the reports, proceeds:
"SEC. 1. Br; it enacted," <fc., "That the claims marked Band described in t,he several classes in the above-mentioned reports of the commissioners for the western district of the State of Louisiana, formerly Territory of Orleans, and recommended by
them for confirmatfon, be and the same are hereby confirmed: Providid never·theless,
That under no one claim shall any person or persons be entitled under this act to
more than the quantity contained in a league square."
Congress therefore (in the preamble to the act), for the purpose of identification, indicate<l. the schedules of claims designate<l. in the several reports by the letter '' B"
(although the claims so classified were not always recommended for confirmation for
the entire amount of land applied for), and next enumerated all the classes of claims
reported upon either favorably or adversely by the land officers of said district acting as a board of commissioners ; 1'ut in order that there might be no misunderstanding as to the individual claims confirmed by said section one, inserted therein, nudis
verbis, that the "B" claims so confirmed were such as had been reconirnended for confinnation by the commissioners.
The particular report on the Richard claim concludes thus: "To say the most which
the commissioneni conceive can be said for the claim, it comes within the third class
of pnrchasors from Indians as designated in the report No. one of Opelousas claims
to which the board refers. The claimants, therefore, can only be entitled to so much
of the land claimed as might be deemed a remuneration for extinguishing the kind of
ti t le which the Indians possassed."
Referring now to the original manuscript report of the commissioners where the
Ri chard claim is tabulated, it is found that the letter ''C" and the letter "B" have
both at some time been written opposite the claim. The letter'' B" was evidentlylas1; placed there in heavy lines. Was it placecl there by authority of the commissioners, or was a fraud thereby attempted to be perpetrated by some one having access
to the record f
The fact can probably not be determined at this late day.
'rhe letter'' B" was evidently there when said report served as a copy for Duff
Green's American State Papers, and a proper theory perhaps would be that the Commissioners first placed the letter "C" opposite the claim, as indicating their judgment as to its invalidity, but afterwards, when recommending its confirmation to. a
certain extent, that is to say, for a quantity of land to be equitably determined at some
future period, the letter "B" was placed against said claim.
The act of 1816, in the disposition of so many cases, did not give areas, &c., in express terms. Nothing but general phraseology was used to cover its purpose of appro-v·al; hence the amount of land involved in the individual claims \vhich were the
sulJject of such favorable legislation must be sought in the original reports upon
which the act was based alone, when not ~upplemented by record evidence, such as
requettes, orders of surveys, etc., under the former government, in respect to quantity and location.
'l'hat the statute, using such general terms, confirmed some claims for the precise
amount of land favorably recommended by the commissioners, and others for a greater
or lesser quant,ity than so recommended, seems to be an untenable theory; and I am
therefore convinced that the Richard claim and all others designated in said act as
"recommended for confirmation" were confirmed after the manner and according to
the exact tenure and measure of the recommendation made in each case.
Louis and Pierre Richard were reported as entitled to so much of the land claimed
as might bo deemed a remuneration for extinguishing the kind of title which t,he Indians possessed.
I know of no tri1rnnal before which under existing laws the equities in this fioating claim can be establishecl if my views as to the effect of the confirmatory act are
correct; consequently the amount of indemnity under the act of 1858 to which the
claim may be entitled can not be determined.
Tho application for scrip is denied in accordance with the foregoing; and from this
decision an appeal will lie to the Hou. Secretary of the Interior, under the rules.
You will so advise the party in interest.
POLLY LEMMON'S CLAIM, NO,

134.

[To Calhoun Fluker, esq., U.S. survevor-general, ·New Orleans, La., Jan'y 12, 1888.J

I havo had under consideration the application of J. L. Bradford, attorney for J.
A. Small, the curator of the vacant estate of Polly Lemmon, for certificates of location under the 3rcl SPctiou of the act of Congress approve<l June~ 1858 (Stats., vol.
11, ]). 294).
'
The claim of Polly Lemmon is entered under No, 134, 3rd class of the report, dated
Nov. 1, 1824, of Llie register a,qd rocoiver of the S. W. dist. of La,, confirmed by
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the act of, Congress approved May 24, 1828, entitled "An act to confirm claims to
lamls in tlle district betw~en the Rio Hondo and Sabine river, founded on habitation
and- cultivation" (Stats., vol. 6, p. 382).
On the 3rd March, 1839, Congress passed an act entitled "An act for the relief of
Polly Lemon" (~tats., vol_. 6, p. 780), which provided '' That Polly Lemon, or her
legal representatives or ass1gns, are hereby authorized to locate on any unappropriated public land in the northwestern district for the sale of lands in the State of Louisiana six hundred and forty acres, in lieu of the same quantity of land taken from
her by the United States for public purposes near Fort J esup, in the State of Lou1srnna; and the register of the land office at Natchitoches is authorized and required
to have said location made and issue a certificate of such location, so that a patent
may issue for the same : Provided, Said location shall be ma<.le within twelve months
from the passage of this act, conforming to The legal surveys."
By reference to House report No. 253, 2nd Sess., 25th Congress, it will be found
that the Committee on Private Land Claims, on 4th January, 1838, reported a bill for
the relief of Polly Lemon. This report is int.he following terms, viz:
" That t,he petitioner is entitled to a tract of land containing 640 acres situated
bet~een the Rio Hondo and the Sabine, or in that part of the State of Louisiana.
commonly called the 'Neutral Territory ,' a short distance from Fort Jesup. She presented her claim to t,he register of the land office and receiver of public moneys for
the land district south of Red river, Louisiana, for their decision and report thereon,
under the acts of Congress passed for the purpose of adjusting claims to land in that
district, who recommended it, among many others, for confirmation ; a~d on the 2~th
day of the month of May, in the year 1828, an act was passed confirmrng the cl~1ms
mentioned in the said report (vide Laws U. S., vol. 8, page 109), except some specta,lly
enumerated," &c.
The c1aim of Polly Lemmon under the confirmation of 1828 appears to have been
located on sec. 27, T. 8 N., R.10 W., Louisiana.
It appears by the files here that under date of July 28, 1836, Mary Lemmon conveyed to one Isaac Griffith all her right, title, and interest to sec. 27, T. 8 N., R. 10
W., Louisiana.
On the 28th September, 1836, said Griffith conveyed said section 27 to Ludger Lastrapes aud John J. Tavlor.
On the 20th A·u gust; 1839, George King, parish judge and ex-officio auctioneer, i!l
pursuance of an order to the parish court of parish of St. Andry, sold the undivided half interest in said sec. 27 ofLuclger L astrapes to .John J. Taylor.
On September 6, 1839, John J. Taylor, as the a:ssignee by mesne co~veyance of
Polly Lemmon, relinquished all the right, title, or interest in and to saul sec. 27 to
the United Stn,tes.
On Sept. 6, 1839, John J. Taylor, claiming to be the legal assignee of Polly Lemmon applied to locate in satisfaction of the act of 1839, aupra, the E. ½sec. 30, SW. t
sec.29, and NW.¼ of sec. 32, Tp. 22 N., R. 14 W., Louisiana.
.
Under date of Sept. 11, 1839, the register of the U. S. lancl office at Natchitoches,
Louisiana, issued patent certificate No. 1560, covering the lands applied for by Mr.
Taylor.
This location is intact upon the records of this office, and appears on the tract books
as selecteu for Polly Lemmon, John J. Taylor, assignee.
The paten certificate. and papers in the case appear to have been submitteu to tbe
solicitor of this office for bis opinion as to the right of Taylor to a patent for the land
located under said act of 1839, and he (the solictor) decided that under the laws of
Louisi aP.a the mesne conveyances from Polly Leinon were sufficient to vest her title
and right in Taylor.
From the foregoing it will be s~en that the c1aim of Polly LE\mon bas been fully satisfied, and hence the application for scrip by J. A. Small as the curator of the vacant estate of Polly Lemmon, under the 3rd section of the act of Congress approved
June 2, 1658, must be denied.
The scrip is therefore held for cancellatiou; a.ml you will notify the parties in interest of the purport of this decision, allowinrr the usual time for appeal under ~he
rn!es of practice. If no appeal is filed within the time allowed, you will so notify
this office.
JAMES BRY 'OJ.' 18 'LAIM, NO. 19.
['.ro U. . urv yor-g neral, New Orlean , La., Dec. 1. 1887.]

I have had under con ideration the application for certificates of location under the
3rd_ ction of th act f on •r
approv cl .June 2, 1 58 (Stats., voL 11, p. 294), for the
la1m of Jflmes Dr.11 0,1, enter 1 under_ -o. Hl, Hegister , of James O. Cosby (Duff
r n'. m. ,· 't Pap r., vol.:;, p. f>fi). In the body of the certificates prepared by
· ~. m~ r . ·
of
t 'y 5lb ~ 7?, the :ict of 'ongres., of Mar h 3, 181D (, tat8., vo 81
p. ,.?, ) 1 'IV 11 ' th1• ]: \' confirmm r !11 (•faim,
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The 1st section of this act recognizes certain claims the title of which were reported
as complete.
The 2nd section confirms all claims "founded on any order of survey, requette, permission to settle, or any written evidence of claim derived from the Spanish authori··
ties, which ought, in the opinion ·of ~he commiss_ioners, to ~e co~firmed._"
The 3rd section confirms as donations the claims comprised m the hst of actual settlers not having any written evidence of claim.
·
The claim of Bryson is entered in Register '' D-Register of claims to land in the district west of Pearl river in Louisiana, founded on orders of survey (requettes), permission to settle, or other written evidence of claim which in the opinion of the commissioner ought not to be confirmed."
.
.
This claim not being a complete grant '7as not recogm.zed by the 1st section of the
said act of March 3, 1819. It being founded upon written evidence of title and not
recommended for confirmation the 2nd section did not confirm it, as that section con. firmed only such claims as '' ought in the opinion of the commissioners to be confirmed,''
and it was not confirmed by the 3rd section of said act, as that section confirmed claims
based upon residence and cultivation without any written evidence of title.
'l'he 3rd section of the act of Congress of June 3, 1858, provides for the issue of certificates of location " where any private land claim has been confirmed by Congress and
the same in whole or in part has not been located or satisfied either for want of a specific
location prior to such confirmation or for any reason whatsoever other than a discovery
of fraud in such claim subsequent to such confirmation, it shall be the duty of the stuveyor-general of the district in which such claim was situated, upon satisfactory proof
that such claim has been so confirmed and that the same in whole or in part remains
unsatisfied, to issue to the claimant or his legal representatives a certificate of location
for a quantity of land equal to that so confirmed and unsatisfied,'' &c.
This claim never having been confirmed by Congress the application for scrip under
the act of 1858 must be denied.
The scrip is therefore held for cancellation, and you will noti(y the parties in interest
of the purport of this decision, allowing the usual time for appeal under the rules of
practice.
[To Calhoun Fluker, esq., U.S. surveyor-general, New Orleans, La., May 22d, 1888.]

On December 1, 1887, this office declined to issue certificates of location under the
provisions of the act approved June 2, 1858, in satisfaction of the claim of James Bryson, upon the ground that the claim had not been confirmed by Congr1:::ss.
Messrs. Bradford, Lamar, and Zachry, atty's for the scrip claimant, now apply for a
reconsideration of said decision, and I have carefully revie·,9'ed the case and considered
the argument filed.
The claim of James Bryson is entered as No. 19 of Register '' D" in Commissioner J.
0. Cosby's report upon "claims to land in tbe district west of Pearl river," &c., "which
in the opinion of the commissioner ought not to be confirmed." (Am. State Papers,
Green's ed.i vol. 3; p. 56.)
Said claim was founded upon an order of survey dated August 8, 1806, by C. de Gram_pre, for 600 arpens of land in Feliciana; and settlement and cultivation were claimed
from the same date, 1806.
.
Unless a confirmation of this claim by Congress can be established there is no provision of law for the issuance of the indemnity scrip applied for.
It is urged by counsel that the claim was confirmed a8 a donation for the quantity embraced in the order of survey (510/,lcr acres) by the 3d section of the act approved March
3, 1819. (Stat. 3, p. 530.)
It is clear, also, that the provisos to said 3d section apply to the claims in said register
"D" as well as the claims embraced in the "list of actual settlers."
The follo~ing is the language of said 3d section: '' And be it further enacted, That every
person, or his or her legal representative, whose claim is comprised in the lists or reo-ister
of claims reported by said commissioners, and the persons embraced in the list of a~tual
settlers, o~ their legal repr~sentatives, not hav_ing any written evidence of claim repq.rted
as ~foresa1d, shall, where 1t appears by the said reports or by the said lists that the land
?la1med or ~ettled on h_ad been actually inhabited or cultivated by such person or persons
m whose right ~e claims on. or before the fifteenth day of April, one thousand eight
hundred and thirteen, be entitled to a grant for the land so cbimed or settled on as a
donation: Provided, That not more than one tract shall be thus granted to any on~ person, and the same shall not contain more than six hundred and forty acres; and that no
lands sha11 be thus granted which are claimed or recognized by the preceding sections of
this act."
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This claim was neither ''recognized'' nor con.firmed by the preceding sections of the
aet, and I held that '' it was not confirmed by the 3d section of said act, as that eection
confirmed claims based upon residence and cultivation without any written evidence of
tWe.''
Bryson's claim was an incomplete title, with written evidence thereof, in the nature
of an order of survey from the French authorities; and many claims were confirmed by
the 2d section of the act of 1819, of like character, with this exception that ''orders of
survey'' were granted pr ior to the treaty of 1803.
Bryson received his order after the cession.
Cosby's explanation of his classification (Register C and D) on page 62, State Papers,
. throws a clear light upon his action in the.premises, and Congress only could afford
relief.
It is contended that Congress afforded adequate relief by said 3d section, and that
the language "not having any written evidence of claim, as aforesaid," applies only to
"the persons embraced in the list of actual settlers or their legal representatives," and
not to persons who had showed set tlement or cultivation on the land claimed prior to
April 15, 1813, as shown by the reports or registors of claims, in contradistinction to the
pure squatters without paper titles embraced in the "list."
The land which would have been covered by a survey of Bryson's claim is not shown;
consequently. if the claim received "just the same consideration by the act of 1819 as
that of any settler without written evidence of title in Cosby's report, then it is subject to the same official construction and requirements, and its lociismust be established
before the question of its confirmation can be determinated. (See dept. decision of
April 8, 1878, in case of" David C. Hardee," Ld. Off. Rept. 1878, p. 127.)
..
The case is governed, also, in my opinion (if it is a donation) by department decision
of Dec. 15, ]886, case of "John Shafer" (5 L. D., 283), in which it is held that, as a
question of fact, it must be shown "that th e claim -:.- -:.- -x- did not embrace lands
included within any claim of the other classes mentioned in the confirmatory act.
Until this be shown there is no basis for indemnity under the act. That is to say, there
is no showing made that the claim in question has been confirmed by Congress for any
definite amount of land."
Upon this view of the matter I must decline to reverse my decision of Dec. 1 last and
approve the scrip, and you will so noti(y the applicant or his attorneys.
CASE OF COQCJEHEIM HAYEM .AND J. J. TAYLOR.

[To Hon. Wm. F. Vilas, Secretary of the Interior, July 12, 1888.l

I am in receipt of a letter dated the 29th ultimo, from the Senate Committee on Private Land Claims, inclosing H. R. 6394 entitled "An act for the relief of Hayem and
Taylor,'' and requesting to be furnished with all papers on file here in the case and any
suggestions or information relative to the matter which I may see proper to give.
I have the honor to state that said claim was reported to Congress through the department Feb'y 5, 1880, pursuant to the fourth section of the act approved June 22,
1860 (12 Stat., 85), and supplemental legislation.
The claim was presented in the name of Coqueheim Hayem, J. J . Taylor, and _A.
Despanet de Blanc, and reported by the register and receiver at New Orleans actmg
as a board of commissioners under the act of 1860 as claim one of class one ; and the
original transcript of proceedings was submitted to Congress as provided by law, with
the decision of this office, on the date above mentioned.
I can supply no further information or papers in the case.
After a careful examination of the evidence of title presented this office reported that
"the claim is valid in A. Despanet de Blanc for the four arpents below, and in Hayem
and Tay~or for the eight arpens above;" and it was recommended "that the twelve arpens cla1~ed hy them and described in their application herein, comprising section 13
of township 11 south, range 6 east, and section 56 of township 11 south, range 7 east,
outhwestern district of Louisiana, be confirmed to the said claimants according to their
respective interests therein..''
I e no cause t:or making a different recommendation. It may be stated that while
the naked legal _ti _le to the land involved is in the United States the equitable title is
elsc~here; and ft is only nee_ ary by legislative enactment to pass the legal title or
pr_ vide for t~e 1 ue and delivery of patent to the true parties in interest. The appropnate commtttees of Con •ress may and probably have satisfactory evidence upon the
question of pre ent proprieto hip.
copy of be afor i office report of Feb. 5 1880 is herewith inclosed 1 together
'
'
·itb H. . 6394.
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REAR PART OF SURVEY 206 IN THE NAME OF ANTOINE NICHOLAS PETIT.

[To register and receiver, Detroit, Mich., Dec. 17, 1887.]

I am in receipt of register's letter of the 29th ultimo cov.ering a communication without date addressed to John O'Leary by J. L. Paldi.
The ree:ister states that Mr. 0' Leary has made application to purchase the .rear part
of survey 206, in the name of Antoine Nicholas Petit, containing about 40 acres, which
has been refused.
In fulfillment of a "Promise to Mr. O'Leary instructions a.re called for in the matters
involved.
I find by an examination of the records and files of this office that in the year 1810
claim No. 206 was surveyed by commencing at a point on the St. Clair river in Tp. 3
N., R. 16 E., Michigan, and running thence from this point N. 69° W. 107. 07 chs.; thence
N. 21° E. 19.68 chs.; thence S. 69° E. 105.00 chs., and thence S. 15° W. 19. 7R chs. to
the place of beginning, containing 209. 69 acres.
It appears by a certificate No. 479, dated Treasury Department, 25 January, 1812,
directed to the Secretary of State, that this survey is described as follows: Beginning at
a post standing on the border of river St. Clair between this tract and a tract confirmed
to James Robinson; thence N. 69° W. 92.89 chs.; thence N. 21° E. 19.68 chs. to a post
standing on the south line of a tract confirmed to the widow and heirs of Antoine Mini;
thence S. 69° E. 90.82 chs. to a post standing on the border of river St. Clair; and thence
along the border of said river down-stream S. 15° W. 19. 78 chs. to the place of beginning,
containing 180. 70 acres.
.
The courses and distances in this certificate appear to have been taken from the patent
certificate No. 206, issued by the register of your office under date of September 2, 1810.
The patent dated June 16, 1812, follows the courses and distances given in the patent
certificate.
There are two plats on file here of survey 206. The only di:tferemce in these plats is
the length of the side lines. One plat shows that the south line runs within 7 chs. of
the N. W. corner of the Robinson claim, while the other plat sh.ows this line to stop 15. 93
chs. short of Robinson's N. W. comer.
I find the field-notes of the survey of1810 on file here (being the one havh1g the slu~rter
side lines), but the field-notes of the other survey !'am unable to find.
Both of these plats have longer side lines than those given in the patent.
The register's patent certificate, hereinbefore referred to, is partly written and partly
printed. The printed part contains the following words in reference to this claim,
namely: ''Containing by the return of the surveyor;" after these quoted word's is written
the following: " One hundred eighty acres and r7-!o of·an acre."
If this recital in this patent certificate is true the surveyor made a return of survey to
yonr office which never reached this office.
_In _order to bring the land outside of the lines of the patent in this case and which lie
w1thm survey 206 upon the rear part thereof into market the public surveys must first
be_ e~tended over theRe rear lands and tpe tracts offered for sale according to law. When
this 1s done and the same are not sold, then Mr. O'Leary's application to enter the same
for cash can be considered aud not before.
If Mr. O'Leary desires to have thef'le rear lands surveyed as public lands he can file
in your office an abstract of title showing who is the present owner of the lands patented
in survey 206. After this is done you wiil instruct Mr. O'Leary to notify the pa:rties
in interest, as 8hown by such abstract, that application is to be made for the survey Qf
these rear lands as public lands and to furnish proof of service of such notice.
You will at the same time instruct Mr. O'Leary that he must furnish the affidavit of
at least two disinterested witnesses showing the present condition of the lands for which
~urvey is askecl-tha~ is, _ifo?cupied, improved,_or cultivated, bywhomsuchoccupancy,
improvement, or cultivation 1s made, and furmsh proof that such parties, if any there
are, have also been served with notice of the action contemplated.
•
When these instructions have been com plied with, you will forward the eTidence submitted to this office, when the same will be considered and passed upon.
MISSOURI.

.

WM. GOFORTH'S CLAIM, NO.

462.

[To Calhoun Flukes, esq., U.S. surveyor-general, New Orleans, La., October 22, 1887.J

.1 have

had under consideration the application of Charles L. [G.J Boudowsque, by
hIS attorney, James L. Bradford, for certificates of location under the 3rd section of the
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act of Congress approved June 2, 1858, entitled "An act to provide for the location of
certain confirmed private land claims in the State of Missouri, and for other purposes»
(Stats., vol. 11, p. 2~4), for the claim of William Goforth, entered under No. 462, in
the 1st class, 2nd species of the report dated Nov. 20, 1816, of Harper and Lorrain, register and receiver for the eastern district of Louisiana. (Green's Am. State Papers,
vol. 3, p . 225.)
In said report this claim is described as '' 462. William Goforth claims a tract of land
situate in the county of Lafourche, containing fifty arpens front by forty arpens in
depth. This claim is founded on an order of survey issued by the proper officer."
The report of the register and receiver embraces three classes of claims, which are divided into three species.
The first class of claims comprehends such claims as in their opinion stand confirmed
by law. The second class comprehends the claims which ought to be confirmed, and
the third class comprehends such claims which can not be confirmed under existing
laws.
The first class embraces three species: The first species contains claims founded on
complete grants; the second species contains claims founded on incomplete grants or
concessions, warrants, or orders of survey granted prior to the 20th of December, 1803.
The claim of Goforth is found under No. 462, in the 1st class, 2nd species.
In the concluding paragraph of this species the R. and R. state that ''We are of opinion that all the claims included under the second species of the first class are already
confirmed by the act of Congress of the 12th April, 1814. ''
.
In the appendix to their report the R. and R. say, '' With respect to the second species
of claims in the first class, which are bottomed on incomplete titles, the law at present
appears to be this, ' every claim to land supported by an order of survey granted by t_he
proper Spanish officers prior to the first day of October, 1800, in favor of persons _residing in Louisiana on that day and who have fulfilled the conditions attached to their concessions, must be confirmed in their claims without limitation as to quantity; but when
all the conditions attached to the concession have not been fulfilled, yet if it appears that
the land bas been actually located and surveyed by a proper officer before the 20th of
December, 1803, it must be confirmed to the claimant to an extent not exceeding one
league square, provided the order of survey bears date prior to the 20th of December,
1803, and provided also that the claimant has notrecei ved in bis own right a donation gran,
from the United States in the State of Louisiana.' These principles, we think, are deducible from the acts of Congress P\!,Ssed on the second March, eighteen bundre~ and
five, and twelfth of April, eighteen hundred and fourteen. Although the last-mentioned_
act seems to apply chiefly to claims heretofore acted upon and rejected by the boards_ of
commissioners, yet we think the same liberal principles in the spirit of the law were IDtended to apply to claims since entered under the laws extending the time for fi.lmg
claims, and we have therefore reported on these claims according to this impression." .
In the description ·of this claim the date of the order of survey is not given, nor 1s
there anything in the record to show its date.
The 1st section of the act of April 12, 1814 (Stats., vol. 3, p. 122), provides" That every person or persons, or the legal representatives of any person or per ons,
claiming lands in the State of Louisiana, or the Territory of Missouri, by virtue of any
incomplete French or Spanish grant or concessiDn, or any warrant or order of survey,
which was granted prior to the twentieth of December, one thousand eight hundred and
three, for lands lying within that part of the State of Louisiana which composed the 13:te
Territory of Orleans, or which was granted for lands Jying within the Territory of Missouri before the tenth day of March, one thousand eight hundred and four, and where
the claimant or the person under whom he claims were resident in the province of Louisiana at the respective times aforesaid, or at the time the said conce,s1on, warrant, or
order of survey was granted, and whose claims bave been filed with the proper register
or recorder of land titles according to law and are embraced in the report of the commissioners or register or recorder for the district within which the lands claimed do lie, in
every
e where it shall appear by the said report of the commissioners, register, or re·
corder that the Conces ion, warrant, or order of eurvey under which the claim is made
contains a special location or bad been actually located or surveyed within the Territory
of rlean. before the twentieth day of December, one tbou and eight hundred and ~bree,
or actually located or surveyed within the Territory of Missouri before the tenth day of
larch , one thousand eight hundred and four, by a surveyor duly authorized by the
J{Overnment making such grant, such persons shall be and they are hereby con.firmed in
their claim , " &c.
There i . nothing to ~ow h date or or<l ,r of i:iurvey.
Tb re 1 t rand _re· 1ver m rel tate in their report that "this cl ·mis founded on
?Y th pr p r officer," hut do not give the date or any other
. n orler _of "!1rv Y 1._ u
mfi rmahon m rela ion to 1t.
I l
n t P r tba tbisclaimw s ver pr81:!ented to a, boa.rdofcommissionersprior
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to the approval of the act of April 12, .1814; nor is there any evidence to show that the
warrant or order of survey contains a special location, or that the,claim had been actually
located or surveyed prior to Dec: 20, 1803; hence the claim could not have been confirmed by this act.
Under date of January 31, 1879, your office prepared, in satisfaction of this unlocated
claim, certificates of location numbered 432 A to 432 F, five for three hundr«;ld and
twenty acres and one for one hundred and one acres and forty hundredths of an acre;
in all 1,701 1\ 00 acres, the equivalent of 2,000 arpens.
On the face of said scrip the act of Congress approved May 11, 1820, entitled "An act
supplementary to the several acts for the adjustment of land claims in the State of Louisiana " (Stats., vol. 3, p. 573) is given as the act confirming this claim.
The first section of this act provides as.follows: "That the claims for land within the
eastern dbtrict of the State of Louisiana described by the register and receiver of the
said district in their report to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, bearing date
the twentieth day of November, one thousand eight hundred and sixteen, and recommended in the said report for confirmation, be and the same are hereby confirmed against
any claim on the part of the United States."
The act of Congress of May 11, 1820, confirmed only such grants as were recommended
for confirmation.
The statement of the register and receiver that this claim was '' already confirmed by
the act of Congress of 12th April, 1814," is merely in the nature of an opinion as to the
status of the claim, and is not what can be termed a recommendation for confirmation.
Being as they supposed confirmed it needed no confirmation; and hence made no recommendation; and as the confirmatory act only confirmed such claims as were recommended the act-of May 11, 1820, did not apply to this case.
The Supreme Court of the United States, at its December term, 1850, in the cause of
Evariste Blanc, plaintiff in error, v. George W. Lafayette and John Hagan, having under
consideration the claim of Louis Liotan, entered under No. 409, same class and species,
held that "the register and receiver had said in their report that all the claims included
under the second species of the first class were already confirmed by the act of the 12th
of April, 1814. In this they were certainly mistaken," &c., &c. (11 Howard, 104, or
18 Curtis, 565.
I am of opinion, and so decide, that this claim has never been confirmed by Congress, and hence the parties are not entitled to scrip under the 3d section of the act of
Congress approved June 2, 1858, which provides "that in all cases of confirmation by
~his act, or where any private Janel claim has been confirmed by Congress and the same
m whole or in part has not been located or satisfied, either for want of a specific location prior to such confirmation or for any reason whatever other than a discovery of
fraud in such claim subsequent to such confirmation, it shall be the duty of the surveyor-general of the district in which such claim was situated, upon satisfactory proof
that such claim has been so confirmed, and that the same in whole or in part remains
unsatisfied, to i!lsue to such claimant or his legal representatives a certificate of location
for a quantity of land equal to that so confirmed and unsatisfied," &c
You :Will notify the parties in interest of the purport of this decisian, allowing the
usual time for appeal under the rules of practice.
NEW MEXICO.
PLAZA COLORADO TRACT, NO.

149.

[To Hon. L. Q. C. Lamar, Secretary of the Interior, August 17th, 1887.l

I ~ave the b_onor t? t~ansmit herewith, for submission to Congress, the report dated
Apnl 25, 1886, m duplicate, of the surveyor-general of New Mexico, on the private land
claim known as the Pla.za Colorado tract, No. 149.
The surveyor-general recommends "that title to the land be confirmed to the leo-al
0
rel?resenta~ives of the grantees, reserving to the United States any minerals that m ay
exist t~er~m." He states that "it is shown by the testimony of witnesses that the
lan_d w1thm the boundaries stated in the petition have been occupied by the various
claimants; the land extends along the river about two miles, along the Copper hills on
t~e north about four miles, and from north to south nine or ten miles. A strip along the
nver less than a half a mile in width is cultivated. The remainder of the tract is
rough an? broken, and is used for pasturing stock and for obtaining firewood."
Accordmg to the surveyor's estimate of the extent of the grant it would contain
about 18,240 acres .
. I? the event of the confirmation of this claim I would respectfully suggest that it be
lu~i_ted to the land actually cultivated and occupied by the legal representatives o'f the
ongu~al grantees, to be located within the boundaries specified in the grant.
This would cover all the tillable land and embrace an area of from 500 to 1,000 acres.
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SANTA TERESA GRANT.
[To Hen, William F. Vilas, Secretary of the Interior, March 15, 1888.)

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt by departmental reference of letter from
the Department of State, dated December 17, 1887, covering a copy of a note from the
Mexican minister resident, and also the petition of a Mr. J. Escobar y Armendariz, a
Mexican citizen, in relation to his title to a private land claim in New Mexico known
as the '' Santa Teresa'' grant.
These papers are also accompanied by the brief of Hon. J. W. Foster of this city,
bearing upon the title of said J. Escobar y Armendariz to said grant; and you direct this
office to "report in duplicate and return papers."
'rhe facts in the case are generally as set forth in the copy of petition referred as well
as in the accompanying brief of Mr. Foster, and may be epitomized as follows, so far as
they are authenticated by the transcript and the report of the surveyor-general of New
Mexico dated December 11, 1878, viz:
'fhe grant is claimed to have been made to one Francisco Garcia prior to the year
1790 by the Spanish authorities of what was then New Biscay and now the State of
Chihuahua. 'fhe original muniments of title are alleged to have been lost or destroyed
during the occupation of El Paso del Norte by the United States troops in 1846. The
land claimed is situate on the west bank of the Rio Grande del Norte, in the county of
Dona Afia, New Mexico, and in that portion thereof embraced by the Gadsden purchase.
By the 6th article of the treaty with Mexico dated March 30, 1853, and which kleluded the Gadsden purchase, it was provided that•' No grants ofland within the territory ceded by the first article of this treaty bearing date subsequent to the day-twenty-fifth of September-when the ministerandsubscriber to this treaty on the part of the United States proposed to the government of
Mexico to terminate the question of boundary, will be considered valid or be recognized
by the United States, or will any grants made previously be respected or be considered
an obligatory which have not been located.and duly recorded in the archiYes of Mexico."
Nearly nine months prior to this limitation in the treaty the grant claimants made
application to the judicial authorities•at El Paso del Norte for perpetuation of title.
The appiication and proof submitted seem to have been in accordance·with the lawsand
customs of the State of Chihuahua, in whose jurisdiction the claim in question was situate.
In pursuance of this application, and upon the evidence of several witnesses showing
the previous existence of the grant to the tract claimed, the loss of the title papers during the American occupation ot' El Paso.de! Norte in 1846, and the occupancy of the
land by the grantee and bis heirs from time immemorial, the second civil justice of tlle
cantonment of Bravas, Bentura Lopez, rendered a decree declaring the property to _belong to Jose Maria Garcia and his co-heirs under a:nd by virtue of the grant to Francisco
Garcia, their father.
It also appears that this same jurisdiction, on the 16th of January, 1853, went in person upon the claim, and in the presence of witnesses as to the old boundaries and monuments, proceeded to relocate the grant and place claimants in possession by certain legal
formalities.
.
The transcript of these proceedings was presented to the surveyor-general as the basis
of the claim. It was duly authenticated as required by the laws of the United States
relative to documents offered in evidence in the United States courts from foreign countries, and other corroborative evidence of the genuineness of the grant being on file in
bis office, he proceeded to rule as follows:
'' The evidence of occupation of the tract bv Francisco Garcia, and after his death, by
his widow and heirs, for a continuous period.from prior to or about the year 1790, until
recently, raises a strong presumption in favor of the validity of the grant independent
of the documentary evidence.referred to, and it fa believed to be a good and valid .grant.
"':i;he claim is therefore approved to the heirs and legal representatives of Francisco
a.:cia ~nd their assignees, according to the boundaries as herein set forth, and as a cscnbed m the resurvey or act of possession of January 16, 1853, executed at El Pa o
del orte by Bentura Lopez, second justice and of 1st instance of the cantonment of
ravas."
The papers in duplicate were forwarded to your department for transmi sion to Congr_ on the 7th of December, 1880, and as will appear from your records were tran
m1 te to ong:re December 11, 1 O, where the caseisstill pending, awaiting the action
provid for in tbsectionoftheactof July 22, 1854(U.S. Stats., v.10, p. 309).
It ap
from the record of this office that on the 3ra of December 1885 Hon. Geo .
. ,Julian, then and at pr ent U. . surveyor-general of New Mexico,' addr~ sed a per. o~l n te
H n. Wm_. • J. parks, former Commissioner, desiring to know what
hey b h nld n ne m r pect to the examination of private land claims which hacl
b n r porte l,y bi pr d
rs.
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On the 11th of December, 1885, Mr. Sparks replied: "In my annual report I have
recommended that all claims heretofore transmitted to Congress pro Jonna through this
office be remanded for re-examination. Should any cases reported upon by your predecessors be brought to your attention in which it appears that an investigation is desirable in the public interest, I know of no objection to your making such investigation,
but on the contrary think it ought to be made for the information of this office and
Congress.
.
.
"Any supplemental reports sent up by you will be transmitted to Congress for consideration.''
Accordingly, on the 16th of October, 1886, Surveyor-General Julian made a supplemental report on the grant under consideration, and after stating the facts substantially
as already submitted and quoting the sixth article of the Gadsden treaty of December
30, 1853, supra, reported as follows:
''According to this language, as I understand it, no grant of land comprised within
the territory covered by this treaty can be recognized by the United States as valid,
whether the date of the gra:at be prior or subsequent to the time specified, unless the
grant shall have been duly recorded in the archives of Mexico. As there is no proof
that this was done, I can not recommend the approval of this claim by Congress, nor
could I do so if the grant had been produced and shown to he genuine, because the record
of it in the archives of Mexico is made an indispensable condition of title.
"Neither can I recommend the recognition of an eauitable claim. In my opinion it
could not be founded on a grant which is made invalid by a treaty between the United
States and Mexico. Congress is precluded by this treaty from respecting the grant or
considering it obligatory, and the equity which the case would otherwise have presented
is lost."
This report was forwarded to the department, with the concurrence of Commissioner
.
Sparks, for submission to Congress, ori the 4th of May, 1887.
It appears that the petitioner is a claimant of the aforesaid grant by purchase from
the legal representatives of the original grantee, and he prays you for a report to the following effect in brief:
First. That the documentary evidence on :file in the surveyor-general's office and before Congress shows a good and valid title under the laws, usages, and customs of Mexico, &c.
Second. That Congressional action be expedited looking to the :final confirmation of
the grant.
Third. That a resurvey of the grant be made corrective of the survey thereof now before Congress.
As regards the first prayer I deem it sufficient to say, io addition to the foregoing statements, that in my judgment no further expression of oninion on the part of the Executive is called for in advance :)f any indication by Congress of a desire therefor; as
reg~rds the second, that what it is proper for Congress to do and when to do it is.a matter
for itself to determine, and I see nothing remaining to be done by which the department
can expedite the action of Congress.
As to the third it might be proper to state that the survey of the grant now before
Congress. is merely a preliminary one, and if Congress should confirm the grant by the
boundanes set forth in the documentary evidence on :file in the case the survey must
be made to conform thereto. In other words, the survey must correspond with the
terms of the confirmatory act, whatever they may be, should Congress see proper to confirm
the ,c;rant.

·

Moreover, there is no appropriation at this time for the survey of uncm1:firmed private
land claims in New Mexico.
The papers referred are herewith returDed.
RESURVEY OF LAS VEGAS GRANT.

[To Hon. William F. Vilas, Secretary of the Interior, April 4, 1888.]

T1:e surve~or-general of New Mexico, by his letter of March 22, 1887, called the atte~tt.on of this office t? the matter of the resur~ey of the Las Vegas grant, stating as his
opl.llIOn that the official survey thereof, made m the year 1860 and covering a little less
than 500,000 acres, "is manifestly indefensible."
He was also of the opinion from his investigationofthe case that" the papers show a
grant for agricultural purposes of numerous specified allotments of land, amounting to
per1iaps 20,000 acres, the particular areas of which several tracts can only be determined
by a survey. The remainder of the land included in the out-boundaries specified was
evidentlyintendedfor pasturage, and the grant providesthattheselandsand their waters
' shall be free to all.' ''
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He also states that the Mexican government was not in the habit of making grant in
fee of such large bodies of land for pastures; that his predecessor '' approved the grantand
Congress confirmed it as recommended by him, but he had no right to approve of a grant
in fee of this large body of lands for pasturage, and did not do so unless by implication,
while Congress in confirming the grant did not in my opinion confirm it for more than
the Mexican government did or could grant.''
In view of the~e considerations he advocated ~ resurvey of the grant and that patent
issue for the land actually granted for agricultural purposes, the surplus to be, restored
to the public domain and to actual settlement.
See letter herewith marked A.
This letter was answered by my predecessor April 16, 1887, as follows:
· '' For the reasons set forth in your report I have no hesitation in authorizing the re·
survey of the grant as proposed, and you will enter into contract for the execution of the
same with a competent deputy and forward the contracthereforapproval beforetbeend
of the fiscal year.''
On the 22nd of July, 1887, the surveyor-general forward,ed the report of Mr. W. 11.
Tipton, who had been appointed by him "as a commissioner to investigate the boundaries of the Las Vegas grant, &c., and suggested that it would be advisable, for reason
stated, that this office should select the agent for the work proposed.
t:,ee his letter herewith of July 22, 1887, enclosing Tipton's report marked D.
Tile above suggestion was not favorably entertained by this office, and on the 12lh of
October, 1887, he was authorized to have the investigation made by some competent
surveyor of his own selection whenever ~he funds at his disposP.l for such purpose would
justify.
. .
On the 21st of October following he replied, stating that he had no funds at hlB disposal for such work, and still insisting that this office provide a competent surveyor for
the speedy complet.ion of the investigation proposed.
See his letter herewith of October 21, 1887, marked C.
To this a reply was sent November 5, 1887, stating "that this office can n_?t at pr~ ~nt
seml a surveyor for the purpose desired; but as there is a balance of $U,0D0 remam_mg
of the appropriation of March 3, 1887, for surveying private land claims in New Mexico,
. and as from the present rate of expenditure it appears that not more than $1,000 of
that sum will be required for office expenses, it follows that there is about $1,000 at
present available for the work proposed.
.
.
'' If you think that this sum is sufficient to enable you to make any sat1s~actor:r progress in j;he investigation and accurate survey of this claim, you are authorized, m your
discretion, to devote it to that purpose."
On the 7th of February, 1888, the surveyor-general reported that the above s:nm was
nearly exhausted, and suggested the propriety of a special act of Congress makmg provision for the completion of the work, &c.
See his letter marked D.
Having been called upon for an estimate of the amount which would be required to
complete the investigation and resnrvey, on the 28th of February last the surveyorgeneral forwarded an estimate tha.t the sum required would reach $6,000.
See lelter and estimate marked E.
Upon this review of what has already been done by this office in the premises, and in
view of what is further suggested by the surveyor-general as necessary to the completion of the work proposed, involving a largeappr-:>priation of money by Congress, I have
thought it advisable to submit the matter for your consideration, and for such in t1uctions a yon may deem appropriate under the circumstances.
.
Aml to thiR end 1 have the honor to call your attention to the original title papers m
the case, found in your volume No. 2, "Private Land Claims in New Mexico," page
573, which al o contains the report of the surveyor-general of New Mexico, dated December 18, 185 , in pursuance of the 8th section of the act of July 22, 1854, for a certaining the origin, nature, character, and extent of Spanish and Mexican grants in the
Ten i tory of Tew Iexico.
This report of the urveyor-general was forwarded to Congress with letter of the ecretai:y of the Interior of February :J, 1800.
. T~ere were two laimant before the surveyor-general for the same tract of land, but
m lus r port they were both embraced fo the same office number 20, and by that number con~rme_ by ongr by Rec. 3, act of June 21, 1860 (U. . Stat., v. 12, p. 71 ).
At th pomt the report fthe, enate Committee on Private Land Claim , dated 1\fay
rn, 1 GO, be ·om s _ rtinent, a..'i without doubt it was upon this report that the act of
.Jpne21 1 6 , w P
. (, ee .'enate Rep'ts of Com's, vol. 2, No. 22 . Int. Dept.

o.

2.)

"* * * To tbi tr· t the wo claiman are:

" ·i .. T~e 1t irs of Loi. Iaria Ha ~ claim nnder a. gra.nt made by the provincial
d pu tion of ur D"O t > , ul !fa l aml hi .. ·vent 11 AODAOn the29th May, 1821, which
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grant was ratified and confirmed on the - - February, 1825, by the departmental assembly of New Mexico. This grant was in fee and is a genuineandvalid title. Second.~
The town of Las Begas or Las Vegas. This town claims under a grant made on the 25th
March 1835 to Juan de Dios Mase and twentf-seven others by the territorial deputation o~ a petition which rep-resented the land to be public land, and the petitioners
were put in possession. The land has been divided out and several hundre,l families
are located on it.
'' The surveyor-general, having none· but ministerial duties to perform, has recommended the confirmation of both these titles, leaving to their respective claimants the
right of adjusting their conflicting claims iu the courts. But Congress has other duties
imposed on it and is bound to legislate in such manner as to prevent, if possible, so disastrous a result as the plunging of a,n entire settlement of families into litigation, at the
imminent hazard of being turned out of their homes or made to purchase a second time
from a private owner lands for which they paid their government a full equivalent in
the labor, ri:-:1k, and exposure by which tlley have converted awilderneeos, surrounded by
hostile savages, into a civilized and thriving settlement, and this can be done with little
loss or cost to the government.
'' The claimants under the title to Baca, also represented by Judge Watts as their counsel,
have expressed a willingness to waive their older title in favor of the settlers if allowed
to enter an equivalent quantity of land elsewhere within the Territory; and your committee can not doubt that Congress will cheerfully accept the proposal, which indeed
would undoubtedly have been acceded to by Mexico if the territory had remained hers,
and to whose rights and duties the United States have succeeded.
"The committee have therefore prepared an amendment to the House bill, by way of
substitute, embracing the several provisions above referred to."
By reference to the act of June 21, 1860, it will be found that aU _o f the provisions of
this report of the committee were incorporated therein and that the Baca heirs having
surrendered their older title, the claim No. 20 was confirmed to the town of Las Vegas,
as will more fully appear by the 6th section of said act, and whicb. will be referred to
hereafter.
By reference to the petition of the Las Vegas claimants it will be found that they described the land petitioned for by specific boundaries, to wit: "On the north theSapello
river, on the south the boundary of the grant made to Don Antonio Ortez, on the east
tbe Aguage <le la Zegua, and on the west the boundary of the grant to San Miguel del
Bado."
The grant is as foll~ws:
'' Tb~ ~and contained within the boundaries expressed in this petition is granted not only to
t~e pet1t1oners and the residents of El Bado, but also generally to all who may be destitute 'of lands to cultivate, provided: that the grant to these lands is made on condition
that the pasture and watering places are free to all.'' * ,x- ·XJose Jesus Ulibarri, the constitutional justice, gives a list of persons to whom allotment~ of land were made and the process and manner of distribution thereof, and,after
referrrng to the list of individuals who resided in the new settlement and the distribution which.he had made, says: "I proceeded to make known to them the petition found
at the commencement of this docum ent, assignin,q to them the same boundaries as are set forth
in the petition. I also informed them that the water and pasture were free to all," &c.
Tb~ surveyor-general ~n his report to Congress says that his duty was '' simply to ascertam whether the claims presented to him were of such a nature as to separate the
land embraced within tlte boundaries set forth in them from the public domain,'' &c.
And in the conclusion of his report he says: "It is firmly believed that the land emb_raced in eit her of the two grants is lawfully separated from the public domain and entuely beyond the disposal of the general government,," &c.
Congress confirmed the claim as recommended in the surveyor-general's report, and
t~~ survey there?f is p r ima f 'acie in accor?ance with the ~oundaries set forth :in the petitLOn of the cla1mants and referred to m the several title papers .connected with the
case.
See official plat of survey herewith marked F.
In view of this summary of the case the following points are presented:
. First. Did t~e s1;1r~eyor-general in his report to Congress recommend the confirmation of the claim m accordance with the boundaries set forth in the petition of the
claimants and referred to in the grant?
Second. If so, and the same having been confirmed by Congress as recommended, is
tb~ro any authority vested in the executive department of the government for the curtatl_ment of the lir:tits so confirmed, notwithstanding any limitation as to the quantity
wh1cl;1 wa.~ authonzed to be granted under the colonization laws of Mexico?
Thml. _Is the condition in the grant makin.~ th e "pasture and watering places free to
a~l ' ' appl1cahle to all the land contained within the bound~ries expressed in tile petit1ort?
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Fourth. If so, would not the disposal of the land outside the allotment.a referred to
by Surveyor-General Julian in his letter of March 22, 1887, under the pre-emption and
homestead laws necessarily convey the fee to such land thus disposed of and therebv
destroy an absolute condition of the grant?
·
In conclusion, I would call your attention to the 6th section of the act of June 21
1860, aforesaid-, which provides' 'that it shall be lawful for the heirs of Luis M:ar~
Baca, who made claim to the said tract of land as is claimed by the town of Las Begas,
to select, instead of the land claimed by them, an equal quantity of vacant land not
mineral in the Territory of New Mexico, to be located by them in square bodies not ex_.___ceeding 5 in number." * * *
The ~elections under this section, 5 in number, have already been made on the basis
of the present survey of the Las Vegas grant, and your predecessor, in bis decision of
June 15 1 1'387, in relation to what is known as "Baca Float No. 3," held as follows:
"It was ascertained that the quantity of land claimed by the town of Las Vegas wa
496,446.96 acres, and therefore each location embraced 99,289.39 acres." This would
seem to be an official recognition by your department of the quantity embraced in the
present-survey.
·
STATUS OF THE ALBUQUERQUE GRANT•

...
[To Hon. Wm. F. Vilas, Secretary of the Interior, March 14, 1888.]

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt by departmental reference of letter of
the Attorney-General of 2nd inst., enclosing letter from U. S. Attorney Smith, of New
Mexico, and also from the mayor of the town of Albuquerque, in said Territory, relative to the propriety of instituting legal proceedings to establish the status of the ''Albuquerque grant.''
"Report on stat·us of the lands in duplicate" is requested, a.nd that the papers be returned.
In reply I have the honor to state that the claim of the inhabitants of the town of
Albuquerque, in Bernalillo county, New Mexico, was approved by the _surveyorgeneral of New Mexico, in accordance with the provisions of the 8th section of the
act of July 22, 1854, and the instructions thereunder of the Department of the Interior of August 25, 1854.
The opinion of the surveyor-general approving the claim is dated Se~t~mber 5,
1882, ancl is as follows: " * " "In view of an the facts I am of the op1mon that
the inhabitants of the town of Albuquerque have a just and lawful cl~im for the
land petitioned for, and I approve to the inhabitants of said town the claim for f?nr
square leagues, having i be center of the flag-staff and adobe monument surrounding
the same in the middle of the main plaza or square about the center of the old town
of Albuquerque as tho center of said tract, unless it may be subsequent~yshown that
the mutual point is elsewhere, and having for its exterior boundanes north a_nd
south and east and west Unes through the respective termini of lines one Spamsh
league in each direction north, south, eas r, and west from the central point." * * *
":rhe c~aim is hereby approved and recommended for confirmation by Congress to
the mbab1tants of the town of Albuquerque."
A certified transcript of the record before the surveyor-general waa forwarded
through this office to the Department of the Interior, for transmission to Congress, on
26th of December, 1883, autl your records will show that it was transmitted to Congress ou the 14th of January, 1884.
The section of the act aforesaid provides that " until the final action of Cougres
on such claims all lands shall be reserved from sale or other disposal by the government." * * *.
Therefore, until Congress takes some action in the premises, the land covered by
the claim is in a state of legislative withdrawal from sale or other disposal by the
government.
The printed transcript of the record in this case will be found in Senate Ex. Doc.
No. 56, 48th Cong., 1st session.
The papers referred are herewith returned.
CANON DE CARNUE, NO.

150.

[To Hon. L. Q. C. Lamar, Secretary of the bterior, November 19, 1887.)

I h· veth h _n?r otr~n mit herewith, for submission to Congress, the report da.ted
i rch 1;, 1 6, rn uphca , of he surveyor-general for New Mexico, on the private
la.n,1 · Ja1m k n wn as he Canon de Carnue, No. 150.
Tb sunoyor-f{ n ra.l re mm nds "the confirmation of the title to the land to the
1 al r pr ntat 1_v of th riginal grant s reserving to t.ne United ta.tes a.11 minrnl . ii un th r in."
'
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No estimate is g iven as to the area of t he tract claimed, but from the testimony and
petition of claimants i t is ascertained that it contains from 70,000 to 106,000 acr es.
Upon an examination of the record in the case, which consists of copies of alleged
ori ofoals, it appears t hat Sam'l Ellison, as att'y for claimants, filed a petition with the
sur~eyor-general for New Mexico under the 8th section of the act of July 22, 1854,
asking that their claim be invest igated and approved, claiming title under an alleged
grant made in the year 1819. No boundaries are given, but they file a diagram showing the clai m to cover a tracb fifteen miles north and south and nine miles east and
west.
.
,..
Subsequently said attorney filed an amended petition substantially tho same as the
first.
On the 6th Feb'y, 1763, Don Tomas Velez Cachu pin, governor and captain general
of this kingdom of New Mexico, made a grant of the place asked for at Carnue to
certain named persons.
Possession was deliver ed to the land on the 12th Feb'y, 1763. On Feb'y 20, 1763,
the governor approved the act of the alcalde in giving possession.
On April 12, 1771, the governor gave directions that the land be resettled, and for
failure to resettle the land the grant shall be taken back and they shall be dispossessed.
On 16th day of April, 1771, the chief alcalde gave notice that he would meet the
settlers on April 24, 1771, at the royal buildings in the town of San Felipe de Albuquerque for the proper purpose. Accordingly, on the latter date, the alcalde met
the parties at the place set and notified them that should they desire to retain said
land they would have t o resettle the same, which they refused. On 27th May, 1771 ,
said alcalde proceeded t o the settlement of Carnue and demolished the buildings and
left them in ruius.
·
On the 1st November, 1818, Don Juan Duran and 19 others petitioned the governor
and captain-general for a, grant of the Caroue. This petition was forwarded Nov. 3,
1818, to Don Peflro Pino by the governor for report. On same da,y Pedro Bautista
Pino referred the matter to the senor alcalde of Albuquerque for opinion concerning
the petition of the .p etitioner. On the 4th Nov., 1818, Jose Mariano de la Pena re:po~te~ t~at the petit ion was not prejudicial and it may be benefici_al to the same
JUflsd1ction.
Juan I gnacio Tafoya, with 26 others (not named), filed a petition with the gove!nor asking to be placed in possession of a tract of land with the following bounda ·
nes: "From what is called the Cuertecita as far as what is called the San Antonito.''
On Jan uary 26, 1819, the governor directed tbe alcalde to report with all minuteness.
On ~9th same month and year the alcalde reported that "The place which they ask
for !n orde1: to settle ther eon appears as having been partitioned according to the e::rpediente which on the 17t h I sent to you; with this one there are three petitions of
~hese _and t he other petitioners. Many of these have lands of their own and by
mhentance, by grant an d inheritance. You will be pleased todecidethat which you
may deem of your superior pleasure."
On Feb'y 3, 1819, the governor directed the alcalde to note the persons owning
land, &c.
On 5th of same month the alcalde made his r eport wherein certain persons named
are reported as not owni no- land
On F eb'y 10, 1819, th is p aper· was forward ed to the assessor's office, and on the
sal?e day the assessor r eported that the parties who are petitioners for the land have
a n gh t to the same and it should be given them .
. On F ~b'y 11 , 18_19, t he governor gave directions to the alcalde to place the petitioners m possess10n wit h certain conditions.
On Feb'y 24, 1819, the alcalde in compliance with the decree of the governor proceeded to nlace the parti es in possession, which was continued until the 26th of same
mon th. The out-boundaries given are as follows:
·
' ' F rom _the entrance of the Canon de San Miguel de Carnue to t he Tejir a the width
of the c_anon to east all(l from here south to north as far as the cross set up to the
north ?f San ~ ntonia as is set forth at, the beginning of this second possession; it
not bemg possible to make grant as far as San Antonia, as they ask, because the woods,
waters, and pas~ures of watering places are common to the frontier from Bernalillo
to Belen, for which cause others can not be settled. * * * From what is called
the Cienega of the Canon de Carnm~ to the Tejira and from here to the latter north
to sout h settl~ment of San Antonio there are some pieces which may be occupied by
other set~lers m the same need as the grantees, notwithstanding that the waters are
not sufficient t o open up a large cultivation." He also stated that ten other persons
had been added to the number contained in the petition.
On March 4, 1819, Antonio Chaves and seven others petitioned the- senior chief
alcalde to distribut e the surplus land amongst t hem.
On same day t h~ matter was r eferred to the justice of the town for report, and
March 6, 1819, th o Justice r eported in fa,vor of th e petitioue:rs,
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On March 7 the alcalde submitted the matter to the governor, who, on the 15th of
same month, directed that the parties be placed in possession; and accordingly on
the 20th of March, the alcalde placed the parties in poesession of certain described
tracts.
On April 14, 1819, the chief alcalde issued certain regulations for the new settlement from San Miguel de Carnue as far as San Antonio.
On April 21, 18HJ, tbe alcalde issued an order relative to the water supply, the
report of the -produce raised, with governor's direct.ions, dated Nov. 13, rsrn.
On March 11, 1820, the alcalde makes a report to the governor upon the status of
the new settlement.
On March 16, 1820, the governor directecl Don Pedro Pino to report upon the matter, an<l on the same day Pedro Bautista Pino made his report, which was favorable
to the making of a grant.
On March 13, 1820, the alcalde transmits a list of the settlers of Carnue to the
governor.
In the event of the confirmation of this claim by Congress I would suggest that
it be limited to the lands actually cultivated and in possession of original grantees
or their descendants, according to their individual portions, to be ascertained by authentic survey, the whole to be limited to the boundaries described in the act of possession, reserving to the United States all mineral lands.
TOWN OF ATRISCO CLAIM.

[To Hon.L. Q. C. Lamar, Secretary of the Interior, Nov. 19, 1887.J

I have the honor to transmit herewith, for submission to Congress, the report dated
Jan nary 28, 1886, in duplicate! of the surveyor-general for New Mexico, on the private '
land claim known as the Town of Atrisco.
Surveyor-General Julian, in his report, expresses the opinion '' th_at this clai~ would
have been recognized under the laws, usages, and customs of Spam and Mexico, and
therefore that it should be confirmed by the United States."
He recognizes the claim as covering a tract of land about 8 miles from no!tb to
south and about 14 miles from east to west, which makes about 112 square miles or
about 71,680 acres.
I find upon an examination of the record in the case, which consists of copies fr?m
allegeil originals, that "Chaves and Wade, aH'ys for petitioners," filed a pet1t1on
with the surveyor-general of New Mexico, asking that their claim be appr?ved and
confirmed to the heirs and successors of the original grantee. The boundanes of the
tra,ct clatmed under a grant made in the year 1768 are as follows:
"On the north, commencing at a point 2 leagues S. of tho town of San Fernando,
in front of 2 l arge cotton wood trees standmg clmse together; on the south by El
Alama Gacho, a point 3 leagues S. of the said trees; on the west by the ri~er Puerco,
and on the east by the top (Ceja) of the bill call@d the Rio Puerco mountam."
Subsequently, nuder d'ate of Dec. 31, H:l85, Amado Chaves, Urbana Chacon? '.1nd
Clarence Key, representing themselves as attorneys. filed a supplementary pct1t100,
iu which they ask, in addition to the land described in the first petition, the approval ,)fa tract of land with the following boundaries : " On the north by the Barranca de Juan de Perea; on the south by the lauds of Captain Antonio Baca; on tbe
east by the Rio Grande; on the west by the Ceja del Rio Puflfco."
The ~istance from the northern boundary to the southern boundary is said to_be
three Spanish leagues, and from the eastern to the west~rn about four ~pam~h
leagues, claiming tbe same by virt,ue of an alleged grant saicl to have been made lll
or about the year 1700.
By reference to the translations of the original muniments of title it is founcl tba,
at ome time prior to April 28, 1768, Jose Hurtado de Mendoza and others, claiming
to be citizens of the town of Atrisco, filed a petition with the governor and captaingencral, in which petition they state that "owing to the very circumscribell condition w~ are in at the said town, being scarce of land for the support of onr live stock
of all kinds, becau eon the northern side our planting lands lie upon the Rio del Norte,
and the town of Albuquerque, on tho eastern side of sa.id river, is very close, ai well
a the Ranchos del Estero, and on the south is th land of Captain Antonio Baca; on
a count of which confirmation we avaH ourselves of the western side, having uo other
~ra.ct or ~azing ground, and which beiug unappropriated and unsettled from time
un eroor1al up to th pre ent day, we took pos. e . ion thereof, settling it from the
• ud of th Bosqn Grancle on th Pnerco river to tho Cerro Colorado; upon which
tract ach of u con tru ·te . ranch s and corrals, aud have thus been using its pasnra' for ou~. tock, a al o 1t fire-wood, there being no other place whenco to supply
m_1r lv rlnnn,'."' th , liol~ ~ca_T; and wo have not during all the time we have occu111r>1\ th h ncl lw,m : t : 11 m1m1011!i to the ettlers of tho town of San.Fernando, ou the
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said Puerco river, for from the said Bosque Grande to the town referred to there is
about a league and a half~ and this neither in past time nor at the present day have
they ever settled, the said settlers of San Fernando never having needed the said
tract," &c.
On the 28th April, 1768, the governor and captain-general, after considering the
petition and hearing argument and '' also in consideration of the limited extent of
the land held by the petitioners for the pasturage and increase of their live stock, and
considering also that it appears from the papers in tbe grant and the act of possession made to the resident settlers of San Fernando del Rio Puerco that towaFds the
south there was granted to them two leagues and no more, and I being informed that
the Cerro Colorado, mentioned as a boundary in the act of possession in the said grant,
is distant from the end of the two leagues, the terminus to which the settlers of San
Fernando acquired tit le, a long distance, this space being the same in which the people
of Atrisco have pastured their stock for so many years, during which time, although
they have not had a formal right to hold and place their stock upon the said land,
they, the said people of Atrisco, have, owing to their long use thereof as public laud,
acquired a better right than any other party whatever to ask a grant to the land, and
now that they have done so, I" * * * "do therefore declare that I do in the name
of His Majesty (God preserve him!) grant to the people of the town of Atrisco, with
the exception of those who may have lands for ranches and for the pasturage of their
stock, all of whom I therefore exclude from thif! grant, the land they apply for, it
being understood that to the people of San Fernando there will be measured two leagues
of five thousand Castillian varas from their town southward, at the close of which
there will be placed a firm and durable landmark; and continuing in the same southward course there will be measured three leagues for the people of A trisco, at the close
of which there will be placed a similar landmark, which will serve them as a boundary on the south, the same on the nort,h; the landmark bounding the land of the
people of San Fernando on the east the top ( ceja) of the hill called the Rio Puerco
monntain, and on the west the Puerco river. And thifl grant to the land embraced
b_:v tho boundaries described I do make to the said people of Atrisco, with the except10ns above made, for themsel Vf\s, their children, and successors, and the condition tbat
they shall settle and occupy it with their live-stock within the term prescribed by the
royal laws," &c.
.
He also gave. instructions to Francisco Trebal Navarre, chief alcalde and war
captain of Albuquerque, to place the parties in possession.
On the !Jth day of May, 1768, the alcalde proceeded to the land granted and placed
the parties in interest in possession of the land asked for, as follows:
'' And having thus disposed I immediately ordered that from the said stake designated as a landmark for the saifl settlers of Sau Fernando the three leagues be meas~red off for the said settlers of Atrisco, which measurement running in a straight
h~e southward extended to a cottonwood tree standing alone upon the edge of the
sa1~ Puerco river, which tree I notified thesai.d settlers of Atrisco was their boundary,
which latter I designated by a firm and durable landmark, one to be recognized
always, and which cottonwood is commonly called and known as the Alamo Gacho."
In the act of possession certain stipulations are made, one of which is that "none
of th~se said settlers may sell or alienate his ranch, through any title, whether to his
relative, friend, or neighbor, for tho grant is made by bis excellency the governor
that the parties placed in possession may with their stock use and enjoy the same
and not for a market."
This is all the documentary evidence relied upon in support of their title to both
tracts.
·
The only boundaries established by the 'aot o'f possession were the northern and
so~thern; no reference is made to the eastern or western, but to complete the boundaries we must revert to the grant, which calls for the Puerco river for tho western
boundary and the Puerco mountains as t.he eastern boundary .
. There iR no documentary evidence that there was ever a grant to the town of Atr1sco on the banks of the Rio Grando. The only paper which would in<l.icate that
they had lands on the Rio Grande is their petition to the governor, which states that
"because on the northern side our planting lands lie upon the Rio del Norte and the
town of Albuquerqne on the eastern side the said river is very close, as well as the
Ranc~os del E stero, and on the south is the land of Captain Antonio Baca; on account
of which confirmation we availed ourselves of the western side, having no other tract
or grazing ground," &c.
The governor in rr aking the grant states that "in consideration of the limited extent of the laud held by the petitioners for the pasturage and increase of their live
stock,'' &c.
Now wbero wa~ this land situate?
Rad they beeu in posession of a tract of land held under a former grant, it is reasonable to presumo that the governor in making an additional grant would have referred
IN'I.1 88-VOL

I--11

162

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

to the prior grant as a boundary and not given specific boundaries, as in the case of
an independent grant.
The grant of 1768 contains a condition that the lands must be settled and occupied
within the term prescrjbed, and also that those having ranches are excepted from the
benefits conferred by this grant and are not included in the grantees.
There is nothing to show that the condition was complied with; nor is there anything to show whether the present claimants are the descendants of those to whom
the grant was made, or that they were descendants of the persons not included as
grantees. The alcalde in giving posseesion stipulated that the lands could never be
conveyed or alienated to any person.
It is not known under what authority he made this itipulation; but it must ue
presumed that he acted by authority from the governor.
It appears that the claimants filed temporarily with the surveyor-general, for the
purpose of making copies and incorporating the same in his report, certain conveyances showing transfers at different times f'tom 1782 to 1823 of certain tracts of land,
only two of which described the same with sufficient distinctness to locate them
within the claimed limits of the town of Atrisco. The others are too vague and indefinite to determine with any degree of certainty their locus.
I can not see what bearing these deeds have on the case, as they do not show how
they acquired title, or in what manner they are connected with the original claimants.
·
The testimony shows that the town of Atrisco is situated near the Ri.o Grande
river and east ot the eastern boundary of the grant of 1768, and that the people of
the town have cultivated anu occupied both tracts claimed.
Bartolo Garcia, 80 years old, testifies that there are descendants of the original
grantee living on the grant, and names some thirteen persons as such. Ho kn?ws
the boundaries of the tract claimed under the alleged grant of 1700, and he describes
them substantially as given in the supplementary petition of the present claimant.
This information was obtained from his grand.father.
The testimony shows that there are about200 families on these two tracts.
The present claimants havo failed to produce the original grant, a copy of the same,
or the record or a copy of the recot<l. showing that there was ever a grant made i!}
the year 1700 on the Rio Grande river: nothing but the statement made in tho petition to the governor in 1708, and the testimony of witnesses whoso only know ledge is derived from hearsay. This is insufficient evidence upon which to base a claim again t
the United States.
·
They have failed to show that the conditions of the grant of 1768 have been C?mplied with; that the descendants of the original grantees are entitled to recognition,
as their ancestors may have come within the number of the persons excepted. from
the grants.
They have failed to show by a complete unbroken chain of title that they are the
legal representatives of the original grantee.
Upon an examination of the records in the cases of the grants in tho vicinity of
the town of Atrisco, no reference is made to it. The Alameda grant, made in tho
year 1710, which lies immediately north of the supposed locus of this claim, makes
no reference whatever to it, but calls for the lands of Luis Garcia on the south.
From an examination of the wholo case I am of opinion that the claimants have
failed to show a legal title or an equitable claim to any land on the Rio Grande river,
but that if any equitable claim exists it is for lands on the Puerco river, which include an area of about 20,000 acres.
TOWN OF EL RITO, NO.

151.

[To Hon. L. Q. C. Lamar, Secretary of the Interior, Nov.19, 1887.j

I have the honor to transmit her~with, for submission to Congress, the report
dated Juno 1~, 1 6, in dup1icate, ofthe surveyor-general for New Mexico, on the private land cla1m known as the Town of El Rito, No. 151.
Th surveyor-general in bis report expresses the opinion that no legal title to the
la1~d ha b_eeu stablisbed, "but that the legal successors and representatives of Joa.qnm Garcrn, have an eqnitabl ~ title to the land thoy have actually occupied as such
nee :.or and 1 presentative within th boundaries named, the exact extent whereof
JU, y ho a certained au fixed by a survey."
II . t, te further _th.tho doe not "rest this claim upon any presumed grant, but
n the gr nncl of_ uninterrupted occupancy in good faith. Most of the holdings are
vmy fH~aU : nil 11-r~crularly shaped a11<l tlieir occupants are honest and pour people
·_ho t,p , "It~· b liev ., "~h 'p ni.·h and Mexican governments would have recog111': 1~·
I_lu · <l_ul · ·~>:{ntz it, a~ .t1:1ey recognized title in numerous similar cases in
ht I rntory m h1ch com1num 1 · of small holders were permitted to enjoJ their
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poAsessions without molestation and transmit them to their descendants according to
tho usa,ges established by themselves and without any record evidence of title.
''The Spanish law did not require the conveyance of land by deed in writing, nor
was any record of transfer required when laud descended from father to son.
" The claimants in this case, as in many like cases in New Mexico, are too poor to
prosecute or defend their titles by litigation, and yet in the absence of any record
evidence of title they are necessarily exposed to dangerous claimants under the preemption and home.stead laws.
"The usages by which this class of claimants have been allowed to hold their lands
and regulate their affairs under Spanish law are shown by the existence in the El
Tajo grant, report No. 146, which I have heretofore examined, and believing that
these usages should be recognized by the United States under the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, and that wanton injustice would otherwise be inflicted," be recommends ' ' the confirmation of the claim of the petitioners in this case to the extent
of their actual occupancy within the boundaries named, which occupancy should be
defined by au authenticat0d survey."
Upon au examination of the record in the case I find tha~ under date of August 17,
1883, Episanio Lopez, Henry Grant, Salvador Trujillo, ·and Jose Atencio, by their attorney, .Jno. H. Knaebel, for themselves and other settlers and residents of the town
of El Rito, filed a petition with the 1surveyor-general praying that their claim to a
tract of land of four square leagues '' extending northwardly, southwardly, eastwardly, and westwardly from the central point of the said town, the same being also
the central point of the square formed by the said square leagues," be investigated
and a,pproved, and to report the same to Congress for confirmation.
On Sept. 19, 1883, Casma Martin, Tomas Remijie Sapede, and Antonio Trujillo, by
their attorney, John H. Knaebel, for themselves and others, settlers and residents
of the town of Caseta, on the El Rito, filed a petition with the surveyor-general for
New Mexico, claiming "four square leagues of land extending northwardly, sout,hwardly, eastwardly, and westwardly from the central point of the said town, the
same being also the central point of the square formed by the four square leagues,"
and praying.that the same be examined, approved, and submitted to Congress for confirmation.
On the 19 of Sept., 1883, Domingo Martin and others, by their attorney, Jno. H.
Knaebel, filed a petition claiming certain lands lying and situate on both sides of
t~e El Rito river, described by section, township, and range covering some 64 sections, or about 40,960 acres .
. On 19th Sept., 1883, Juan B. Vigil and others, by their attorney, Jno. H. Knaebel,
rn Lehalf of themselves and others, settlers an<l. residents of the town of Los Espinosos, filed a petition claiming a tract of land of four square leagues, extending northwardly, southwardly, eastwardly, and westwardly from the central point of the sai(l
town, the same being also the central point of the square formed by t.he said foursquare
leagues.
;According to the testimony in the case this claim covers an area of about 81 square
miles, or about 52,000 acres. It is impracticable to estimate the area of the tracts
actually occupied, but this is to be determined by survey.
It appears by tho records of this office that quite a number of patents have issued
under the homestead law for lands covered by this claim.
As ~he claimants have failed to show a legal title or an equitaLle claim a con?rmatwn by Congress will be in the nature of a donation or gratuity; and therefore
it should be limited to the lands actually reduced to possession and cultivation, and
should run to the inhabitants of the town according to their several possessions, to
be ascertained by authentic survey, not exceeding in quantity four square leagues in
all.
,
LAS PADILLAS OR EL TAJO TRACT, NO.

146.

[To Hon. L. Q. C. Lamar, Secretary oftbe hlterior, December 20, 1887.]

I have the honor to transmit herewith, for submission to Congress, the report dated
Ma!ch 6, 1886, in duplicate, of the surveyor-general for New Mexico, on the private land
claim known as the Las Pa.dillas or El Tajo tract, No. 146.
!t. appears by r_eference _to the ~e.cord in the case, which consists of copies of alleged
ongmals, that Diego Padilla pet1t10ned the governor and captain-general for a grant
of a tract of laud with the following boundaries: "On the east the Sandia mountain ;
o_n the north thA blu~ of the sand-hills of Isleta; on the west the said Del Norto
river; on the south with lan<ls uncl houses that my grandfather Balancia formerly
owned."
-yncter dat~ of May 14, 1718, General Don Antonia Balverde Cassio, captain appo_mted for l1fo ?f the royal garrison of' El Paso <lel Rio del Norte, governor aml captam:gener~l ad interim, &ranted the land as petitioned for in the following terms: "In
cons1deration of the cla1m that he sets forth and the registry that he makes of the
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t,racts that were and are commonly called Padilla's, under the boundaries which he
names, and there being no obstacle from another having a, better right, in the name
of His Maje~ty I ~ake him ~ift ~nd gran~ of the ~aid_ tract, that he may settle, enjoy
and possess 1t as his own, usrng 1t accordmg to his will; and I order Alonzo Garcia,
who is chief alcalde of the pueblo of Isleta and its jurisdiction, to place him in possession of said tract, previously examining if there is a third party with a better
right, and if it appears that there is none, he will place him in possession; and on
the contrary he will repo_rt to me, summoning for said possession the residents whom
he may ascertain to be parties in interest, and that it may appear in said possession.
''And this decree may serve him as title; thus I provided, ordered, and signed with
my secretary of p;overnment and war."
Immediately following the signature of the secretary and governor is the statement
of the alcalde in delivering possession, which being translated is in the following
terms:
"ROYAL POSSESSION.

"At this place of Nuestra Senora de la Soledad de los de Padilla, in said day, month,
and year, I, CaptainAlomrn Garcia, chief alcalde of the jurisdiction of Isleta, in virtue
of the granting decree made by the governor, in its execution proceeded to g~ve roJ;al
possession to Diego Padilla, whom I took by the hand and conveyed over said gramgrowing lands. He pulled up weeds and threw stones, and_taking him t? the bou1;daries, I pointed them out to him as follows: On the east side the Sandia mountarn,
on that of the north the [bar "" * * (torn)] oflhe sand hills of Isleta; on [about
¼of a page missing] dance who were Juan Felipe de Ribera and Eus~bio Rael,'.' &c.
This statement would indicate that the party was formally placed m possession of
the land applied for. It gives but two boundaries, the northern and eastern. About
¼of a page of the original Spanish is missing, but there is sufficient to show the delivery of possession.
The laws in force at the date this grant was made provided that the settJer should
enter upon the land within three months and plantations made, under penalty ~f
forfeiture (Lib. IV, Tit. 2, Law, 11, White's Recop., V<,l, 2, p. 51); and when said
' ' settlers sha11 have lived and laboured in said settlements during the space of four
years, they are hereby empowered from the expiration of said term to sell the same."
(Lib. IV, Tit. 2, Law 1, White's Recop., Vol. 2, p. 48.)
Lib. IV., Tit. 2, La.w 1, White's Recopilacion, Vol. 2, p. 48, provides that" I_n order
to promote the zeal of our subjects in the discovery and settlement of the lnd!e~, and
that they may live in that peace and comfort which we desire them to enjoy, 1t 1s ~ur
will that there be distributed among them houses, lots, l::tnds, caballerias, and peon_1as
to all those who shall repair to settle on new lands in the villages and pla~es wh1?h
shall be designated -to them by the governor of the new settlement, makmg a distinction between the gentlemen or esquires [escuderos] and labourers [peon~s] and
those of inferior~grade and merit, and graduating such grants according to the1 r q ualifications and services, in order that they may attend to working the said land and to
the breeding of stock." " .,. * * "A peonia is. a lot of fifty feet front and one
hundred feet deep, one hundred fanegas of arable land fit for the cultivation of wheat
or barley, t en for corn. two huebra1:1 (a measure equal to as much land as a yoke of oxen
can plow in one day) of land for garden and eight for planting other trees which gr_ow
in dry land, with pasture sufficient for ten breeding sows, twenty cows, five breedmg
mares, one hundred ewes, and. twenty goats. A caballeria is a lot of one hundred feet
front and two hundred feet deep, and equal in all other respects to five peonias_, th_at
is, five hundred fanegas of arable land fit for the raising of wheat or barley, fi{ty for
corn, ten huebras of lan<l for gardens, forty for other trees growing in dry soils, pastures
for fifty breeding sows, one hundred cows, twenty mares, five hundred ewes, and one
hundred goats."
Assuming that the grantee was a gentleman or esquire he would have been entitled unde-r the abovo law to about 2,000 acres.
Ifhe was a labourer the amount to which he would have been entitled would have
been one-fifth of this quantity or about 400 acres.
urveyor-GeneralJulian holds that the grant is valid for the lands described and
i~le here~o should "!Je confirmed to the descendants and legal representatives of
1 go Pad1ll:1, res.ervrng to the United States all minerals that may be founu thereon.
Tho quantity of land as shown l>y the map filed with the petition of the claimants
to the surveyor-g neral is 24,889.925 acres, or a tract about thirteen miles long by
hree miles wide.
I~ thee ent f ho confi.rruation of this claim by Congress, I would suggest that it
l1m)tecl t the lands actu_ally cultivated and in possession of the original grantees
r th~tr descendant accorclmg to th ir individual portions, to be ascertained by auth nti m:v y, the hole t be limited to the boundaries described in the act of
I
ion, r · rvio t h
nit '1 Sta
all mineral land.
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LTo Geo. W. Julian, esq., U.S. surveyor-general, Santa Fe, N. M., Jan'y 9th, 1888.J

I have had under consideration the survey of the private land claim in the Territory of New Mexieo known as the Donaciano Vigil or Los Trigos grant, No. 8.
It appears by an examination of the record in the case that this claim was reported
by the surveyor-general for New Mexico under date of Sept. _17, 1857, and was confirmed by the 1st section of the act of Congress approved June 21, 1860 (Stats., vol.
1:J, p. 71).
On May 26, 1814, Francisco Trujillo, for himself, Diego Padilla, and Bar~olome Marquez, petitioned the governor for a grant "of uncultivated land situate m the place
called Los Trigos, as far as El Gusano, independent of the league of the Indians of
the pueblo of Pecos," for the purpose of pasturing their herd:1 and cultivating certain
portions of the same.
_
On the same day the governor referred the petition to the corporation of the town
of Santa Fe, referring it to the decree of the viceroy of August 23, 1813, and the royal
order of Jan'y 4, same year.
On the 30th July, HH4, the corporation of Santa Fe granted "the remnants of
both places, that is to say, that which may not belong to the natives of the town of
Pecos or to the residents of the Point El Bado; provided that in no case whatsoever
they will do any damage to each other."
~n 22nd J .une, 1815, the governor authorized'' the petitioner and his associates"
to 'pasture their animals at the place to which he refers between Pecos and El Bado,
being unoccupied soil, as well as other residents who may think proper so to do, provided that a royal grant to property is only to be considered to be upon lands which
they mark, cultivate, and fence in, so as not to claim damage, including also in the
same grant the lots they may have for houses and yards."
On Dec. 5, 1815, upon the request of the petitioner and his associates, Matias
Ortiz, senior justice of Santa Fe and its jurisdiction, proceeded to place them in possession of the land granted as follows:
H
"Situated at the place called' Los Trigos,' and extending as far as the
Gusano, and his excellency the governor having referred this ~etition on the 26th of
May, 1814, to the corporation, &c., that informed of its contents it might act in the premises, the gentlemen composing the body of the corporation having admitted it and
having taken charge of the decree of t,he governor dated the 26th of May, 1814, and recognizing the royal order referred to in his decree, they all unanimously declared that
they would, as in effect they did, grant their petition in the name of his majesty,
whom may God have in his keeping; that the said three petitioners with their child1:en may enjoy the said possession, cultivating (rompiendo) the ,valleys (ancones)
~1thin the limits of their boundaries, which are from the Trigos to the Gusano, grant~ng to them with the condition that they shall not interfere with the Indians nor the
~nhabitants of El Bado, and the further condition that they shall not disturb any one
m ~he pastures or watering places which are common, and at the same time inclosing
their fields to avoid claiming damages," ff ff * and concludes by declaring that
the grant made to Trujillo and his associates as good and valid in all time to come.
Ou the 9th day of March, 1823, at the request of the petitioners, Manuel Antonio
Baca, a justice of the town of San Miguel del Bado, placed the parties in jnridical
possession 9f the lanu granted them by the corporation in 1814 and confirmed by the
governor in 1815. Separate trncts were partitioned off to the respective petitioners
and the other lands were to be helcl in common by all the grantees. The only reference to the exterior boundaries is in the parcel partitioned to Don Francisco Trujillo
and Bartolo Marquez'' and another valley (ancon) from its source to the boundary
of the grants, which is the old watering place of El Gusano."
The surveyor-general in his decision states that the grant was "for an uncultivated
tract extending as far as the Gusano."
Surveyor-General Atkinson, under date of March 8, 1832, transmitted here the descriptive notes for the Los Trigos grant, and in his letter he called attention to a discrepancy in the eastern boundary, and expressed the opinion "that further testimony
should be taken to identify just what point was meant by the 'Guzano.'"
Under date of May 12, 1884, this office gave directions to him to examine the case,
to take testimony of persons having knowledge of the matters in question, and to
make his report, which he did under date of July 26, 1884, after notice to all parties.
~t the hearing before the surveyor-general: Pedro Duran, 94 years old; resides at San
Miguel; has resided there since he was an infant. Is well acquainted with the boundaries of the El Bado grant. He knows a place on the western boundary commonly
called the Guzano. Has known it ever since he has had the use of reason and could
read. The Guzano commonly so called is a small round hill pointed at the top.
Knows the town ofGuzano. The hill commonly called the Guzano is two miles west
of the town. He knows that the little hill called Guzano was on the west boundary
"

,f
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of lhe grant; has been considered such for over 80 years. He does not know of another hill of that name.
Benigno ,Tarami.llo, 48 years old, lives at Las Vegas; was born at San Jose, where
be lived until about 9 years ago. Knows a point on the western boundary of the
San Miguel del Bado grant, commonly called t.he Guzano. It is a round hill at the
point and has a round point; there is an arroyo east of the hill and close to it called
Guzano; also a cafioncito called Guzano cafioncito still further east, and a plaza of
Guzano. The hill first mentioned, which is commonly called the Guzano, he has
always known as the western boundary of the El Bado grant. Old people in the
neighborhood have always spoken of it as the '' Guzano," and on said boundary the
hill is at thEi point of the table land. No other point has been considere<l the western
boundary of the El Bado grant.
This claim (Los Trigos) was surveyed in the year 1860 by Pelham and Clements;
the eastern or southeastern boundary is the Arroyo Gusano. Subsequently, in the
year 1877, it was re-surveyed by Sawyer and McElroy, who adopted the same arroyo
as a boundary.
It will be observed that int.he act of possession of 1815 it was with the "condition that they shall not interfere with the Indians nor the inhabitants of El Bado."
In the survey of the San Miguel del Bado 1,ract the Guzano mesa Js adopted as the
western boundary. This mesa is some distance west of the town and arroyo Guzano.
The testimony of witnesses all place the boundary of the El Bado tmct at the Guzano mesa.
.
In the field-notes of the west bounda,ry of the San Miguel del Bado tract the ~puty states that S. 6° 55' E. on 8th mile at 33.00 chains "to the eastern edge of th~
Mesa Guzano, the west boundary call of the grant. (The Guzano is a small round
hill, a point merely,") &c.
The grant of the El Bado tract was made in the year 1794 and calls for "the place
.
commonly called the Guzano," for the western boundary.
The testimony of witnesses, taken in 1875, relative to the western boundary, 1s as
follows : Guadalupe Romero, 56 years old, has known the land for 36 years; the west
boundary of the grant is "the Guzano."
Catarina Senay Romero, 55 years old, bas already resided upon the tract; the 'bound
ary on tho west is the "heights of the Guzano."
In th~ survey of this claim (El Bado) John Shaw, to identify the boundaries of the
grant, took the testimony of Julio Seguro to the question !ela~ive t_o the_ Guzan?·
He answered that he knew "the location of the Guzano, whJCh 1s a high bill, and 1s
situated south of the town of Guzano."
In your report of July 12 last you stale that the subsisting survey of this grant is
incorrect, and should ue set aside and a new survey should be made, placing the eastern boundary of the grant at the Guzano mesa.
You also state that the northern boundary is correctly located.
'l'he grant was only for'' lands which they mark, cultivate, and fenee," within certain boundaries; the commons were to be free to all, not only those natned in the
grant but others. '!'his being the case no claim could attach to lands other than actually marked, cultivated, and fenced.
Prom the foregoing I am of the opinion, antl so d ·' cide, that the survey of the Donaciano Vigil or Los Tri!:f~S grant executed by U. S. deputy surveyors Sawyer and McElroy in the month of lVlay, 1877, is erroneous, and the same is hereby rejected.
You will cause a new survey of this claim to be made to conform to the lands actually _under cultivation, and in the occupation of tho grantees or t~eir legal r erreseo tat1ves at the dato, February 2, 1848, of the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, con6nmg
them within the boundaries described in the act of possession, and not to interfere with
the lands of the Indians of the pueblo of Pecos nor the San Miguel del Bado grant.
You will notify all parties in interest of the purport of this decision, allowing the
usual time under the rules of practice for appeal to the department.

E.-SURVEYING DIVISION.
Upon this divLsion devolves the superintenden.ce of the entire surveying service, embracing fifteen surveying districts, with the correspondence and miscellaneous duties relating to the survey of the public
lands, both in the States and Territories, where surveys are still in
progress, and in those States where the office of surveyor-general has
been discontinued as provided by law.·
The duties embrace the issuing of all necessary instructions to surveyors-general, with the extensive correspondence pertaining to the
details of the service; the examination of and action upon all contracts
for the survey of public lands and private land claims; the preparation
of contr~cts, bonds, and special instructions for occasional surveys in
States where there are no surveyors.general; the preparation of instructions to special agents for the examination of surveys; the examination of the reports of said special agents in connection with the returos of surveys, and the critical examination of plats and field-notes
of all surveys.
The files pertaining to the military, light.house, Indian and other
resen,.ations upon public lands are kept in this division, entailing thereon
the Gorrespondence relating to such reservations.
·
Numerous inquiries are addressed to the office from the old · land
States and new States and Territories in regard to surveys, re-estab.
lishment of obliterated lines, etc., all of which are referred to division
E, necessitating the expenditure of much time and labor in the examination of records and correspondence upon the subjects presented.
The work performed in this division during the fiscal year ending·
June 30, 1888, was as follows:
Letters:
Letters on hand unanswered July 1, 1887 . ..• . . .• ... • . . . ••• ..... ..•.•. ••.
64
Letters received during the year ...•.••..........••••....••... ...•..••••• 3,105
Letters written during the year.... . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2, 901
Pages of record covered thereby from July 1, 1887, to January 6, 1888, on
which date the recording of letters was suspended......................
646
Pages of press copy, nearly all type.written.: ...............••....•...•.. 5,034
Letters disposed of during the year . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . • . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . 3, 090
Letters remaining on hand July 1, 188tl . • • • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . .
79
Copies of field.notes:
.
Pages of .field·notes copied for official and individual use.... . . . . . . . . . • . . . . 3, 489
Surveying returns:
Plats and corresponding transcripts of field.notes of surveys of public lands
and private land claims pending on July I, 1887.................... •• • •
296
Number of same received during the year................................
493
Disposed of during the year........ .....................................
291
Remaining on hand July 1, 1888.. .. . .. .•. . . . . . .. .. .. . . . . .• .. ... • . . . • ••••
498
Reports of examinations of surveys:
Special agents' reports on field work of surveys pending July 1, 1887 ..••.•
23
Reports received during the year ..••..••••...••....•••...•.•••••.•.•..••
66
Reports actied upon and disposed of during the year ••••..••..••••..•••...
68
Remaining on hand July 1, 1888 ........•..••••...•••••.•••••...•...•.•••
21
Surveying contracts:
ContractspendjngJuly 1, 1887 .... .•••••.•.•••..••••••••.••••........•.•
3
Contracts received during the year ...•••••.• _... .. . • . . . • • . . . . . • . . . • • • . . •
77
Special instructions (in lieu contracts) received during the year..........
20
Contracts acted upon during the year ....................... _......... ..
80
20
Special instructions acted upon during the year . . • . • • . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . • . .
Contracts pending J nly 1, 1888 .......................................... None.
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1.-Tabular Btatement showing the number of acres of public lands sui·veyed in the following land States and Territories up to June 30, 1887, during the past fiscal year ana
the total of the public lands BU'rveyed up to June 30, 1888; alBo the total a1·ea of the
lic domain 1·emaining unBurveyed within the Bame.

pub-

Publio lands surveyedUnder contracts made Under conprior to
Land States
tra11ts
30, 1887, made
and Terri- Areas of publio lands. Up to June June
for Total up to
and not
tories.
the
June 30,
heretofore re- yearfiscal
30, 1887.
1888.
endported bemg
June
oause aooepted1 30, 1888.
sinoe June

ao,

1888.

1887.

Acre,.
.A.1,1res.
Sq.mil1Js.
Aerts.
Acres.
Alabama . ...
32,462,115
50,722 32,462,115 ...................... .................
Arkansas ...
33,410,063
52,203 33,410,063 . ..... . .. . .. . .... . ................
California ... 100, 992, 640 157,801 71,988,476
30,280.63 ···· ··- .. ...
44,884.77
Colorado ....
66,880,000
104, 500 58, 184,750
194,560.92
Florida ....•.
116,155.79 .................
37,931,520
59,268 30,704, 51~
Illinois .•.•.•
35,465,093
55,414 35,465,093
al.04 ................
Indiana .....
21,637,760
33,809 21,637,760 ................ ...............
Iowa
55,045" 35,228,800 .................... ....................
35,228,800
Kansas ____ __
51,770,240
80,891 51,770,240 ..................... dB, 927.36
Louisiana . _.
28,731,090
44,893 27, 06?, 762 ...................... ................
Michigan ...
56,451 36, J.28,640 .............. ...... ..... ........ ... ... ..
35,128,640
Minnesota ..
5il, 459,840
83,531 42,316,088 ............... . ..... 12,243.40
Mh,si.ssippi .
47,156 30,179,840 .......... .......... . ......................
30, 179,8'10
Missouri ....
65,370 41,836,931
41,836,931
b234. 49 .................
Nebraska .••
47,077,359
73,558 46,989,039 .............. ....... . ..................
71,727,600
112,090
32,793,702
22,900.44
Nevada··--·
...................
25,581, 976
39,972 25,581,976
Ohio--·----Oregon . . _...
95, 274 89,867,995 . . --468," 537: 23. ····· ·· -··· ·
60,975,360
Wisconsin
..
34,511,360
53,924 34,511,330
c3.23 .................
AlaRka ______ 369, 529, 600
577,890 . ...... . .. ..... .......................... .................
........... . .... .
72,906,240
113,916 13,804,538
Arizona. ---Dakota . .....
150,932 47,865,153 -... 773; 67 4.- 52. ...............
96,696,480
Idaho .... _..
55,228,160
86,294 10,850,554
161,213.29 ...... .........
40,481,600
63,253 27,003,990 .. .. . .. . - ...... - - . - . - .. ... ..........
Indian··-···
Montana . ...
92,016,640
143,776 18,540,835
64,393.76 ...............
240.00
NewMexioo.
77, 5158,640
121,201 46,580,485
766,275.05
Utah . . ______
54,064,640
84,476 13,078,172
10,965.02 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . t
Washington .
44, 7116, 160
69,994 21,281,622
234,308.56 ... ..............
W.voming ...
62,645,120
97,883 47,093,498
2,642.82 ...............
Public land
sorip ______
3,672,640
5,738 ................. ....................... .................

----------··

Total. . 1, 815, 504, 147 2,836,725 973, 723, 495

2, 845, 808. 03

Total area
of public
and Indian
landunsurve}ed,
inclu<ling
area ofprivate land
claims &urVfJied up
to une 30,

Acres.
32,462, 115
33,410,063
72,018,757
58,424,196
30,820,674
35,465,093
21,637,760
35,228,800
51,770,240
27,067,762
36,128,640
42,328,331
30,179,840
41,836,931
46,989,039
32,816,602
25,581, 976
40,336,532
34,511,060

.A.ere,.

...............
··-··--·

28,973,883
8, 4!i5, 804
7,110,816

.................

.. ...............

J

...................

......... .........
1,663,328

........... ........

11,131, (i(l9

............. ,

. .................
88,320
38,020,908
..... . .. --- -20,638,828

... ....

529, 000
·48,638,728
ia: sr4: 638· 369,47,057,752
59,101,702
10,511,767
27,003,990
18,604, 729
47,347,000
13,089,137
21, 5l5, 931
47,096,141

44,716,893
13,477,610
73,411,911
80,221,640
40,975,503
23,280,229
15,548,079

.... . ..........

3,672,640

57,368.17 976, 626, 672 e838, 877,475

a This area appears to have been oounted in former reports of surveys in tho State of Illinois,, and
is therefore not added in this oolumn.
b Counted in former reports of surveys in Missouri, and hence not added in this column.
c Counted in former reports of surveys in Wisconsin, and is therefore not added ill this column.
d Counted in former reports of surveys in Kansas, and hence not added in this column.
e This estimate is of a very general nature and afford.3 no index to tho dispo11able volume of land remaining, nor to the amount availu.ble for agrioult11ral purposes. It includes Indian and other publio
1eservations, unsurveyed private land claims, as well as surveyed private land claims in the districts
of ArizonahCali1ornia, Colorado, and New Mexioo; the sixteenth and thirty-sixth sections reserved for
common sc ools; unsurveyed lands embraced in railroad, swamp, land, and other grants; the great
mountain areas; the areas of unsurveyed rivers and lakes, and large areas wholly unproductive and
unavailable for ordinary purposes. The volume of land in the unsurve:y!)d po_rtion of the public domain suitablo for homes and subject to settlement under the laws of the United States is of comparatively small proportions.
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Schedule showing the names and locations of existing military 1·eservations in the pub lie-land
States and Terl'itOl'ies, and the a1·ea as.far as known or est-imated with 1·eference to f'Xecutive orders 01· authority other than the Executive by which the reservations were estab_lished,
enlarged, 01· reduced. For reservations relinquished under act of Ju,ly 5, 1884, see list following this schedule.
Name and location of reservation.

Area in
acres.

Date of executive order or other
authority and remarks.

ALABAMA.

At entrance to Mobile Bay, the small islands between the north point of Dauphin island and
Cedar Point, Grant, Heron, Tower, and other
islands, (a) and so much of Cedar Point as lies
in fractional sections 25 and 26, '.l'. 8 S., R. 2 W.:
Cedar Point .. . . ............................. .
Fort Gaines, on eastern end of Dauphin Island.
Fort Morgan, in T. 9 S., R. 1 E ..•............

296. 50
(b)
(b)

Executive order, February 9, 1842.
Lands conveyed to the United States
by decree of chancery in January,
1853.
Secretary of War, September 10, 1842.

ALABAMA AND MISSISSIPPI.

All that part of Cat island owned by the government; all of Ship island, Round, Hurricane,
and Dog islands; tbe wost and east ends of
Ilorn and Petit Bois Blanc island!!. Area (incl udiug Dog and Hurricane islands) estimated
100 acres.

6,716.55

Total in Alabama and Mississippi as far as
known.

7,013.05

Executive order, August 30, 1847.
This does not include Round Island,
which was previonsly reserved for
naval purposes.

at

ARIZONA TERRITORY.

Camp Bowie, near Chiricahua mountains ..••••..

23,040.00

Camp Grant (new), in Ts. 8, 9, and 10 S., Rs. 23
and 24 E.
Camp Mojave, on Colorado river:
Post ... .. ................................... .

42,341.00

Cam~atr~n~:~fi~ ~~-t~;;ds. io. ~ue·s· ~I~-~g. ~.i;~~.
Verdll and 2 miles on each side of tbe river.
Fort Verde, partly in T. 13 N., R. 5 E.:
Post .......•..................••.•...........

5, 582 · OO t Executive order, March 30, 1870
9,114.815
24,750.15
Executive order, April 12, 1867
9,293.79

Fort Whipple, in T. 14 N., R. 2 E .. . ...........•.

1,730.00

Camp Lowell, in Ts. 13 and 14 S., Rs.14, 15, and
16 E.
Ca.mp Apache, within the limits of the White
Mountain Indian Reservation.
Fort Thomas, mostl,y in T. 4 S., R. 23 E ... ... , .. .
Fort Huachuca, in southern .Arizona, adjacent to
Babacomari private land claims.

51,361.36

Total in Arizona as far as known......

Executive orders, March 30, 1870, and
November 27, 1877.
Executive order, April 17, 1876.

7,421.14
10,487.00
(b) .

Executive orders, Marcil 30, 1870, and
August 17, 1876.
Executive orders, August 31, 1869,
and October 19, 1875. Act of Congress approvedJ'une 22, 1874 (Stats.,
18, p. 201).
Executiveorders,October26, 1875, and
May 15, 1886.
Executive order, February 1, 1877.
Executive order, May 18, 1877.
Exeoutive orders, October 2~, 1881,
and May 14, 1883.
•

185,121.25

ARKA.,.....,SAS.

Quarry reservation for stone for public buildings
at Little Rock ariienal, viz: S. ½ of sec. 25 and
N. ½of N. ~ of sec. 36, all on right bank of Arkansas river.
Hot Springs, Ark ...........................•.•..

260. 96

Commissioner of General Land Office,
April 11, 1839.

6. 76

Fort Smith national cemetery, in sec.17, T. 8 N.,
R.32W.

14. 81

Act of Congress, April 20, 1832, and
executive order, November 17, 1880.
Executive orders, May 22, 1871, and
December 3, 1876.

Total in Arkansas ..••••... _••...••....

282. 53

CALIFORNIA,

.A.ngol island, in San Francisco Bay ...... . ...... .

a Area of island not known.

(a)

Executive orders, November 61 185(\
and April 20, 1860.
b Area not known.
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Scheditle of 11iili!ary reservations, with area, elate, etc.-Coutiuued.
.Area in
acres.

Date of executive order or other
authority and remarks.

.Alcatraz island, in San Francisco bay ...... . . .. .
Drum barracks., at Wilmington, Cal. ........ ... .

(a)

B enicia barracks and arsenal, in Ts. 2 and 3 N.,
Rs. 2and:JW.
Fort B idwell, in '.r. 46 N., R s.15 a.nd 16 E., Mount
Diablo meridian:
Post . .. ............. ... ....... .. . ..... . ..... .

344. !JO

Executive order, November 6, 1850.
D eeded to the United States by p1 ivate parties.
Executive order, October 10, 1862.
Deeded by private persons in 1849.

Name and location of reservation.

CALIFORNIA-continued .

Wood r eserve in secs. 1 and 12, T. 46 N., R.
15 E.

D ead man's island, being lot 1, Sec. 19, T. 5 S., R.
13 W., San Bernardino meridian.
Camp Gaston, in T. 8 N., R. 5 E ., of Humboldt
meridian, within Hoopa Valley Indian Reservation.
,
Fort Hil!, or Monterey, at Monterey ......... ... .
I slaud called Reel Rock, Golden Rock, or Molate,
in sec. 17, T . 1 N., R. 5 W., Mount Diablo mel'idiau.
Presidio military reserve, Fort Point, on San
Francisco bay.
Point San Jose (originally included within the
Presidio reserve No .1) .
P oint Loma (San Diego), at San Diego harbo1·:
"'.ro include that portion of the peninsula ly·
ing on west side of entrance to the h arbo1•
which shall be included between the southernmost point of the peninsula (Punta de Loma)
and a line drawn across said peninsula from
the harbor to the ocean at a distance of 1½ miles
above Punta de Guisanas."
SanSolito l.$aypoint: From southern boundary
of San Solito bay, a line parallel to the channel of entrance to the Pacific.
T hree Brothers, Three Sisters, and Marine islands, in entrance to the San Pablo bay.
Yerba Buena island (Camp Reynolds), in San
Francisco bay.
Mount Whitney : .All of T 15 S., R. 34 E. ; T. 16
S., R. 34 E . ; T. 16 S., R. 35 E.; secs. 19 to 36,
inclu sive, of T. 15 S., R. 35 E.; secs. 19, 20, 29,
30, 31, and 32, T.15 S., R. 36 E., Mollilt Diablo
m eridian.
Total in California . . . . . . . . • . • • . • . • • . . . • . . .

55. 00

2,441.45
640. 00
2. 00

Executive orders, October 19, 1886, October 4, 1870, and Februar y 16, 1885.
Executive order, February 7, 1871.
Executive order, March 15, 1872.

451. 50

Executive order, April 2, 1869.

(b)

Executive order, November 23, 1866.
Secretary of Interior, March 2, 1858;
executi,e order, October 21, 1882.

7. 52

(b)

Execntive orders, November 6, 1850,
and December 31, 185l; act of Confrl'<'SS, May 9, 1876 (Stats., 19, p. 5·~J.
Execnti ve orders, November 6, 1850,
and Drcem ber 31, 1851 ; act of Con·
g ress, .July 1, 1870 (Stats., 16, p. 186).
Executive order, Februa1·y 26, 1852.

(c)

E ecutive order, November 6, 1850.

(d)

Executive order, Octobei· 25, 1867.

(b)

Executive orders, November 6, 1850,
and October 12, 1866.
President's order, Septew ber 20, 1883.

1,479.94
7. 89

e84, 480. 00

89, 960. 20

COLORADO.
Fort L yon, on .Arkansas river, including the
islands in river along reserve.

j 5, 865. 00

Pike'R Peak signal station. .... .. . ......... .... ..
Fort Lewiii, in Ts. 34 and 35 N ., Rs. 10, 11, and 12
W. of New Mexico principal meridian.
Cantonm nt on the Uncompahgre river, now
called Fort Crawford.

8,192.00
30,720.00

Total in Colorado..........................

49,070. 25

4,293.25

This reservation was declared by Ett·
ecutive order, September 1, 186 .
Reducecl 10 acres by act of Congress approved June 23, 1874.
Executive order, December 23, 1873.
Executive order, January 27, 18 2.
Opinion of Secretary of War, No·
vember 18, 1882; executive orders,
March 12, 1884, and July 5, 1884.

DAKOT .
Fort .Abraham Lia oln, onw •J\t bank of Missouri
(b)
ri'"er, including 'ihley ialand.
Fort Buford. in Montana.and Dakota, on Y Uow- (} 576 000 00
lona ar11l ~11 ouri rivers.
'
·
Fort P •mbina, e .16, 17, 18, and fraction:il sec
1,899.08
15, 1.16, T., lt.51 W,
•
I or . t -vcn oo, on both id , of 'Mi ouri ri'"er, h 48, 000. ()()
p rtly in T. U7,. ., R. 84 W.
i

a
b

c \ n•n not t t 11.
d ·11 11rv1•y •d; ari·a not known.

Executive orders, Febrnary 11, 1873,
and December 17, 1875.
Executive order, August 18, 1868.
Executive order, October 4, 1870.
Executirn order, ,June 30, 1 68. Po t
and res rvation toroed O\'e1· to Interior Department fo1· 11chool purpost's .A.u,iust 7, 1883.
e.A.bout.
g Whole area.
/Present area.
h E-1timatt>d.
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Name and location of reservation.

.Area in
acres.

Date of executive order or other
authority, and remarks.

DAKOTA-continued.
Fort Sully, on Missouri river, 20 miles below the
mouth of the Cheyenne river.

a 28,800.00

Fort Totten, mostly within the Devil's Lake Indian Reservation, but including all the islands
in Devil's Lake.

(b)

Fort Sisseton (formerly called Fort Wadsworth),
in Ts.124, 125,126,127 N., Rs. 55 and 56 W.

78,400.00

Fort Meade :
,
Post reserve in Ts. 5 and 6 N., R. 4 E., Black
Hills meridian.
Timber reservation, as follows: Secs. 19, 80,
31, S. ½ sec.18 aml W. ½of sec. 20, T. 5 N.,
R. 5 E. ; E. ½ of secs. 24 and 25 and SE.¼
of sec. 13, T. 5 N., R. 4 E., Black Hills
meridian.
Fort Ranuall, west of Missouri river ............ .
Total in Dakota as far as known or estimated.

Executive orders, December 10, 1869,
and January 17, 1877. By the latter
order that part west of the east
bank of the Missouri river and
within the Sioux. Indian Reservation was left out.
Established by executive orders January 11, 1&70, and October 7, 1878;
reducPd by general orde:rs, War
Department, No. 17, .August 28,
1876, and No. 49, July 5. 1888, by authority of Secretary of War; executive order February 10, 1881, corrects thedestlription of reservation
in reference to certain islands in
Devil's lake.
Executive orderA, March, 1867, and
October 14, 1867; by executive order c,f February 7, 1871, so modified
as to leave out that part of reserve
within the Wahpeton and Sisseton
Indian Reservation.

7,840.00

Executive order, December 18, 1878.

8,844.88

Executive order, April 18, 1881.

71,000.00

Executive orders, June 14, 1860, and
July 22, 1884.
·

815,283.91

FLORIDA.

No!th end of Amelia island (Fort Clinch), fract10nal sec. 8, T. 8 N., R. 29 E.; fractional sec.
11 and lots 1 and 2 of sec. 14, '£. 3 N., R. 28 E.

419. 44

Fort McRee, near Pensacola, in T. 3 S., R. 81 W. :
"All the public land within 1 mile of the fort
on Foster's bank."

(c)

forth key, in Ts. 15 and 16 S., R. 12 E .....••....
Make key, in T. 16 S., R. 18 E . ...• : •. ....•..••..
uliet, key, in T. 38 S., R. 16 E ................. .
At ~ha~lotte Harbor: '' The south end of Gasparilla island for a distance of 2 miles from its
sgutl.Jern extremity, in T. 48 S., R. 20 E., and
~be no~th end of Boca Grande or Cayo Costa
island for a length of 2 miles from its northern
43 S., R. 20 E., and T. 44 S.,
Dry Tort_ngas (including .Fort Jefferson) ........ .
Egmont island, at entrance to Tampa Bay in T.
33S.,R.15E.
'
Flagg island, in St. George's sound ....••••......

159.48{
52.17
842. 29
2,148.88

Declared by executive order, February 9, 1842. Lot 2 of sec. 14, -patented to D. L. Yulee, September 5,
1853.
Executive order, February 9, 1842.
Executive order, March 2, 1840. Order of Secretary of War, March 28,
1849. Originally reserved as a part
of Cedar keys, although Mullet
key is not one of the Cedar keys,
but is at t~e entrance of Tampa bay.
Secretary of War, March 23, 1849;
executive order, November 17, 1882.

R~:rif1~~~l11.T.

(c)

b 892. 77
(C)

Matanzas inlet or fort, in sec.14, T. 9S., R. 80 E ...
Fort Barrancas, in T. 3 S., R. 30 W .•••••...•••••

(c)
(c)

Fort Pickens, all of Santa Rosa island ..•.•••....

(c)

Executive order, September 17, 1845.
Secretary of War, March 23, 1849; ex:ecuti ve order, November 17, 1882.
Secretary of War, March 23, 18i9; executive order, November 17, 1882.
Secretary of War, March 23, 1849.
It falls within the naval -reservation
declared by executive order, Januar.v 10, 1838, aud it is said to have
been declared :February 9, 1842.
Land deeded to the United States May
28,1828. Executive order,Jul.v2,1888 .
Secretary of War, March 23, 1849.

.At St. Andrew's sound: " The tongue or neck
(c)
of land called Crooked island, east of the several entrances along the coast."
At Sain~ .Augustine the followin~-named tracts :
1. Site of Fort Marion and adjacent lands ......••••.....••• }
5. Spanish governor's house lot.............
(c)
6. Treasury lot . . . . • • . . . . . • . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . .
(c)
Secretary of War, October 12, 1838,
8. St. Francis barracks and grotlllds ...•..••....••. _......
and March 23, 1849.
9. Military Hospital lot ....••....••...•••......•..•.•...•..
lO. Powder-house lot .•••••..••••......••.•••••. _•.. _•..•..•.
a Estimated.
b Present area not known.
c Area not known.

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.
Sched1tle of military reservations, witli area, date, eto.-Continued.
A.reain
acres.

N ame and locality of reservation.
:FLORID.A-continued.
At Saint .Joseph's bay: "The whole neck or
peninsula forming the bay of Saint .Joseph,
from its northern extremity or point. Saint
.Joseph to its connection with the main-land at
the eastern shore of the bay, including Cape
San Blas," in T . 9 S., R. 11 W., and Ts. 7, 8, and
9 S., R.12W.
Saint Mark's . . .... . ........................•.••.
Tract reserved for Fort Saint Mark's and adjacent to it.

3,851.21

Secretary of War, March 23, 18t9, besides what had been sold prior to
date of order.

(a)

Secretary of War, March 23, 1849.
By decree of superior court middle
district of Florida, ,June 80, 1838,
outof thelimitsof land claimed under Forbes's purchase.
Section 2, act of Congress March 2,
1833 (4 Stat., p. 664), and executive
order dated January 28, 1852.
Executive order, February 9, 1842.

305. 75

All the public lands between the fort and Third
street in the town of Saint Mark's.

Date of executive order or othe1
authority, and remarks.

(a)

Santa Rosa sound : '' So much of the point oppo·
site to and east of the east end of Santa Rosa
island as lies in T. 2 S., R. 22 W."
Key West, or Thompson's island .••..•••.•••.••.

5,958.20

Key West shoals, S. W., point of Key West ...•.
Haulover canal, 1,000 feet each side from the
eenter in sec. 29, '.l'. 20 S., R. 36 E.

(a)
(b)

'J'otal in Florida as far as known or estimated.
ID.A.HO.
Fort Boise, in Baise valley, one-half mile from
Boise city.
Fort Hall, within the Fort Hall Indian Reservation, in T. 3 N., R. 38 E .
Fort Lapwai, witbiu Nez Perce Indian Reserve,
in T. 35 N., R.4 W.
Fort Shorruan (late Camr d'Alene):
Post reserve, in T. 50 N., R. 4 W .....•.......
Winter-pasture reserve, in Ts. 50 and 51 N.,
R. 4 W., as surve;ved.
Winter-pasturel'eserve, as declared, in Ta. 50
and 51 N., R. 4 and 5 W.

14,124.69

Total in Ida.ho ..•........................
ILLINOIS.
Fort Armstrong (Rock island), in fract-ional T.
18 N., Ra. 1 and 2 W., fourth principal meridian.

3,795.85

Total in Illinois •••••••.•••••••••••.••••.

d750.00

(a)

Land said to have been deeded to the
United States. Keycoverecl bypri
vate land claim confirmed by Con
greaa in 1828. (See act of July 22
1876, 19 Stat., p. 96.)
Executive order, September 17, 1845
Executive order, August 20, 1886.

638. 00

Executive order, April 9, 1873.

646. 50

Executive order, October 12, 1870.

640. 00

Executive orders, April 23, 1864, and
J·une lfi, 1871.

~:~: ~g}
640 _00

c7t>0. 00

Request of Secretary of War, October
9, 1877. Executive order, dated
April 22, 1880.

Request of Secretary of War, March
2, 1825, and September 11, 1835. By
act of Congress approved .June 27,
1866 (14 Stat., p. 75), ce1tain small
isl ands were adcled to the reserve,
and right of way was gTanted to
the Rock Islancl Uailroad Company.
Act of April 2, 18H (6, tat., p. 908),
allowed George Davennon to enter
the SE.¼ sec. 25, T.18 N., R 2 W.

KANlilA8,

'Fort Haya, in Ta.13 and 14 S., Ra.18 and 19 W...

7,600.00

Fort L avenworth, on west bank of Missouri
river, in T. 8 ., R. 22 E.

d2, 750. 00

Fort Riley, in Ta.11 and 12 ., Ra. 6 and 6 E . . •• .

e19, 899. 22

To

n r

In

n ,t. ku,, n.

n
b

••• •••· ............ ..• ...
no (Hien! t 1I. c

Executi\'O order, August 28, 1868.
See act Juno 11, 188'1 (23 Stat., p. 40;
also, \Va Kecnry, Kana., cash certificate No. 4129).
Executive ordor, October 10,1854. Diminished by direction of Secretary
of the Interior in 1861. See also act
of July 27, 1868 (15 Stat., p. 238);
joint resolution Fobruary9 1871 (10
Stat., p. 594); act of .July 20, 1868 (15
Stat .. p. 302).
Executive order, Ma:v 5, 1855. RoducPd in area under joint resolution
of July 26, 1866 (14 ::!tat., p. 867), and
order of President thereunder of
July 19. 1867. lfurtber reduced
u ndPr act of March 2, 1867 ( 14 Stat
p. 57i!) .

30, 24:J, l!2

ppro-rill.l to prosont ar, a.

cl Ab 11t.

e Pre en t area.
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Na.me and location of reservatiea.

-·---- - - - - -- - - Date of executive order or other
anthorit;y, and remarks.

------·---Area in
acres.

LOUISliNA,

Battery Bienvenue, in T. 12 S., R. 13 E., east of
river; '' The pn!Jlic lands 1,200 yards each way
from the fort.' '
Fort Livingston, on west end of Grand Terre
island.
Fort Jacks'on, sec. 50, '.I.'. 20 S., R. 30 E., southeast district, west of Mississippi river.
]'ort Pike, consisting of "the publio land within
1,200 yards of Fort Pike."

Furt Saint Philip, sec. 11, T. 19 S., R. 17 E.,
southeast district, east of river.
TowerDupres: "All the public land within 1,200
yards 01 the fort," in T. 13 S., R. 14 E., east of
Mississipp' river.
Fort Macomb, on Pass Chef Menteur: ".All the
public land within 1,200 yards from the fort."
Pro_ctot'~ Landin .!!, on Lake Borgne .. ........... .
Umted States barracks and land adjoining and
above same, near New Orleans, on left bank
Mississippi river, about 3 miles above city.
Baton Rouge arsenal, adjoining Baton Rouge ....
Total in Louisiana as far as known or estimated.

(a)

Executive order, February 9, 1842.

126.16

Purchased by United States in January, 1884.
Executive order, February 9, 1842.

740.97
(a)

556.12
(Z,)
(a)

Executive order, February 9, 1842.
.A.11 the land has been patented to
the State as swamp except sec. 19
of T. 10 S., R. 15 E., southeast district, east of river and south of
Great Rigolet. .Area of reserve in
sec. 19 not known.
Execut,ive order, February 9, 1842.
Executive order, February 9, 1842.
Lands found to be covered by a
private land claim.
Executive order, February 9, 1842.

c92. 00
(b)

Purchased March 15, 1856.
Purchased by United States December 14, 1838, and May 17, 1848.

(a)

Purchased in 18U.

1,515.25

HICIDG.A.N.

FirRt area between south boundaries of claims
Nos. 95 and 96 and north boundary of canal
grant, in T. 47 N., R. lE.; second area between
north line of Canal street and south boundary
canal grant, shown in diagram, with order.
FM~!{t~!~~ac (or Mackinaw), on the island of

St. Mary's Falls Canal reserve, in sec. 6, T. 4.7
N., R. lE.
Improvement of Hay Lake channel, St. Mary's
nver, lots 5 and 6, sec. 2, and lot 8, seo. 8, T.

(b)

Executive order, May 9, 1885.

(a)

Never declared by executive orcler.
Portion of reserve set apart as a
park by act of March 8, 1875 (18
Stat., p. 517); other parts granted
to individuals by act of March l,
1879 (20 Stat., p. 826).
Executive order, June 10, 1883.

9.41
145. 90

Executive order, Oct0ber 80, 18S..

The unsurveyed islands in ·secs. 9 and 10, T. 47

(b)

Secretary of Interior, September 5,
1885. Executive order, September

Fort Wayne, near city of Detroit .•.•••.•...•.•• .

(a)

Land deeded to the United States
June 3, 1842, and .A.pril 15, 1844'.

45N.,R.2E.

N., R.1 E.

22, 1885.

Total in Michiga» as far as known ....... .

156.3i

HINKESOTA.

Fort Snelling, at jtlllctioa of :Mississippi and
Minnesota rivera.

Reservation on Saint Louis river, in Minnesota,
lot 1, sec.20, T.49N., R.13 W.
Total in Minnesota, except Fort Snelling ..
1,1,

Area not known.

ii Area not stated.

(cl)

Reservation made at the request of
Secretary of War, July 13, 1839, and
Secretary of Treasury, July 15.1839.
President's orders dated May 25,
1858, and November 16, 1858. .A.ct
of Congress ii,pproved .August 26,
1852 (10 Stats., p. 36), and order of
Secretary of War thereunder, datC>d
March 13, 1854. Joint resolution of
Congress approved May 7, 1870 (16
Stats., p. 876). Reduction approved
by Secretary of War, January 1,
1874.

7.32

Executive order, March 13, 1854.

7. 82
c .A.bout.

d P1·esent area. not kno"!Ol.
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(a,)

Executive order, February 24, 1871.

MISSOURI.

Grand Tower rock, in Mississippi river, which,
if surveyed, would be in sec. 20, T. 34 N., R.14
E., of :fifth principal m eridian.
Fort Leavenworth, on east bank of Missouri
river, in Ts. 52 and 53 N ., R. 36 W., of fifth prin·
cipal meridian.
·

bl, 000. 00

Total in Missouri as far as known or estimated.

1, 000,00

Executive order, June 21, 1838. Portion of-reserv~ released by Secretary
of War, March 1, 1841. Present reserve is in R. 36 W.

MONTAN.A..

Camp Baker, in T. 11 N., R. 4 E ................ .
Fort Buford, in Montana and Dakota. (See under Dakota for particulars. )
Fort Shaw, in T. 20 N ., Rs. 2 and 3 W ..•.....•.. .
Fort Keogh, at mouth of Tongue river .......•..

2,400.00
b 32,000.00

c57, 619. 00

Fort Assinaboine, mostly between the Milk and b 704, 000. 00
Missouri rivers, and within the reservation
for the Gros Ventre, Piegan, and other Indians.
Fort Missoula:
640. 00
Original reserve, sec. 31, T.13 N., R.19 W . .
560. 23
Add..i:tional reserve, S. ½NE.¼ and SE.¼ sec.
25, T.13 N., R. 20 W., the S. ½ NE,¼, S. ½
NW,¼, SE.¼ of SE.¼,NE,¼ of SW.¼, and
W. ½of SW.¼ sec. 30, T.13 N., R. 19 W.
Timber reserve on unsurveyed land . ....... .
1,577.41
Fort Maginnis, in Ts. 16 a,n d 17 N., Rs. 20 and
C 31,000.00

:nE.

Fort Custer Post Reservation, 6 miles aqua.re, in
secs. I anu 2 S., Rs. 33 and 34 E.
National cemetery of Cu~ter's battle-field, 640
acres.
Limestone Reservation, near Old Fort C. F.
Smiti:J., 2,227.20 acres.

23,040, 00

Total in Montana as far as known or estimated.

855, 703,84

640.00

Executive order, May 16, 1871.
Executive order, ,January 11, 1870.
Executive order, March 14, 1878. General orders No. 6, heaclq narter11 Department of Dakota, February 18,
1880, describes thl' ferry or bridge
site on east bank of river.
Executive orders, March 4, 1880,
June 16, 1882, and May 2, 1888.
Ex1-1outive order, Feobruary 19, 1877.
Executive order, August 5, 1878.

Executive order, June 10, 1879.
Executive orders, April 8, 1881, and
.April 14, 1882.
Executive order, December 7, 1886.
Thirteen Indian families residing on
post reservation not to be disturbed.

2,227.20

NEllRABK.A..

Fort McPJ,.erson na.tiona.l cemetery .......•......

107. 00

Executive orders, October 13, 1873,
and January 5, 1887.

Camp RobinRon, on White river, at mouth of
Spring creek:
Post reserve ............ . .....•..............

12,800.00

Executive orders, November 14, 1876,
and June 28, 1879.
Executive order, November 4, 1879.

Timber reserve, 4 miles square ............. .
Fort Sidney:
Sidney barracks post reserve, sec. 32, T. 14
N., R. 49W.
Timber and wood reserve, secs. 6 and 18, T.
17 N., R. 62 ,v., and secs. 12, 14, and 24, T.
17 N., R. 53 W.
Fort Niobrara:
Pot reserve: Secs. 26 and 35 of T. 34 N.,
ec . 2, i!, 10, 11, T. 33 N ., and all that part
of sec. . 22. 23, 27, 33. and 34 of T. 34 N., and
of eca.4,5,8,9,T.33 ' .,lyingontherigbt
(eo:ith and east) bank of tho Niobrara
~v ridi~~-in R. 27 W . of th sixth l)rincipal

10,240.00
640. 00

Executive order, May 14, 1874.

3, 195. 35

Executive order, May 31, 1880.

6, 194. ~

Executive order, December 10, 1879.

Wood and timber reserve: .All that pa.rt of
T .. 34_ ..... R. ~'l ~V., not alr ady embraoed
w1tb111 tho 0~1 bog r ·::1ervatioo, excepting
; 1G aod 3,6 ( chool !'•ction 1); the.NE.¼
of E,¼
.:IB; th ... W.¼ of NW.¼ and
lc,t. 2, 011 :1 of II c. '.!7; tho ... 'E. ¼of W. ¼,
b ~-½of ,·w. t, an•l lot 3 of Ile . 22 · the
E,½ f ."i:. nnH .". of 'E. of II 2G;
h E. of NW.¼, tbo E.½ of 'W.! and
lo }., l!, 3, a111l 4 of
. I, and the NE'.¼ of

c.

• ;jJ ,

a. r

llo

no i:ivcn.

cAbout.
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NEBRASKA-c.,ontinued.
Fort Niobrara-Continued.
In T. 34 N., R. 26 W., all of secs. 5, 6, 7, 8, 17,
18, 29, 31, and 32; all of sec. 19, except lots
2, 3, 4, and 5; all of sec. ~O, except the N. ½
of SE. ¼ and lots 5, 6, 7, and 8, and all of
sec. 30, except the E. ½of NW.¼, and lots 1
and 2. In T. 33 N., R. 26 W ., all of secs.
5, tl, 7, and 8. In T. 33 N., R. 27 W., all of'
secs. 1 and 12.
(To the above was added the E. ½ of SE.¼
and S. ½of NE,¼ sec. 25, T. 34 N.,R. 27W.,
and at the same time there was excluded
the W. ½of SE.¼ and S. ½of SW. ¼ of sec.
30, of same township and range.)
Total in Nebraska .............. .... .. .. .

28,817.43

Executive ot'der, June 6, 1881.

Exeoutive order, April 29, 1884.

61, 994-.62

NEVADA.
C~~Ea~cDermitt, neat" north boundary of Ne·
p1:;J:r1~vfs7tginally 2 miles square, ex•
Total in Nevada ................... ..... .

3,974.40

Exwmtive orders, September 3, 1867,
October 4, 187&;and November 22,
1878. The last order merely cor.
rected an enor in description of the
fourth course of the boundary of
the reserve.

NEW MEXICO.

FFort Bayard, in T. 17 S., Rs. 12 and 13 W ........ .
ort Cummin gs, in Ts. 21 and 22 S., Rs. 7 and 8 "'\V.

8,840.00
23,040, 00

Jort Marcy, at Santa Fe .......... . .•••.• .. . . ....
ort Selden, in T. 21 S., Rs. 1 E. and l W .....•..
]'ort Stanton, within former limits of Mescalero
Apache Indian Reservation.

a 17. 77
9,613.74
10,240. OQ

Fort Sumner post cemetery, situated in NE. ¼
seil5, and NW. i. Sf?C: 14, T. 21:T., R. 26 E.:
ese two subd1v1s10ns contam ...... . .... • ..
Fort Union falls within the confirm ed private
land grant Mora:
Post and timber reserve .................... .
F~~~'f/W~t<l, in Ts. 13, 14, and 15 N., Rs. 15, 16,

66,880.00
83,200.00

Total in New Mexico . . . . • • . . . . . . • . . . . • . • • .

202, 151. 51

320.0Q

Executive order of April 19, 1869. ·
Executive orders, .April 29, 1870, and
Novembet 9, 1880.
Executive order, August 28, 1868.
Executiveor<ler, Novembe1 28, 1870. _
Origiually 12 miles square, by execu.
tive order of May 12, 1859. Red·,ced
under act of May 21. 1872, to a tract
8 miles long and 2 miles wide, 1 mile
from each bank of the river Bonito.
Exece.tive enler, May 22, 1871.
Executive order, October 9, 1868.
Executive orders, February 18, 1878,
and March 26, 1881.

OXEGON.

Fort'Rlamath, in T. 33 S., R. 7/l' E.:
Post reserve in secs. 22, 23, 26, and 27 ..... . . . ..
Hay r eserve in secs. 3, 4, 9, 10, 15, 16, 21, and 22 .
Sa~d island, in SACS. 14, 23, and 24, T. 9 N., R. 11 W
Pomt Adam s (Fort Stevens), in T. 10 N., R. 10
tractional secs. 5 and 6, and N. ½secs. 7, 8,

;!d;

a 1,000.00

For improvement of Coos bay and harbor: Lots
1, 2, 3, and the SW. ¼of NW. ¼ of sec. 2, and
lots 1 and 2 and SE. ¼of NE. ¼of sec. 3, T. 26
s., R. 14 w .
North side of Tillamook Head, fractional SW. ¼
sec. 29, lots 1 and 2 of sec. 30, and lots 1, 2, 3,
and 4 of sec. 31, T. 6 N., R. 10 W.
Total in Oregon ...............•..........•.

174. 27

Execative order, April 6, 1869.
Executive order, August 29, 1863.
Executive order, February 26, 1852.
.A donation claim covers some 400
acres of the reservation.
·
Executive order, .Tuly 14, 1884.

327. 55

Executive order, November 4', 1885

2,135.68
192. 07
1,250.11

5,079.68

UTAH.

Fort Douglas, in 'l's. 1 N. and 1 S., R. 1 E ..•..•..

ci

2, 388. 19

About.

Executive order, September 3, 1867.
A.ct of Congress, May 16, 1874 (18
Stats., p. 46), gave 20 acres for cemetery for Salt, Lake religious bodies ;
act of .Tanuary 21, 1885 (Stats. 23, p.
285), reduced reserve 151. 81 acres.
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Schedule of milita1·y reservations, with area, date, 6to.-Continued.
Area in
acres.

Name and loca.tio» of reservation.

Date of executive order or other
authority, and remarks.

UTAH-ctmtmued.
Reservatianior water Sllpply for Fort Douglas ..

1,920.00

Fort Du Chesne, in T. 2 S., R. 1 E., Uintah me.
ridian within the Uintah Indian Reservation.

3,840. iO

Total in Utah .•.•.•.•...•..................

ActMarch3, 1887 (24.Stats., 478),adJ.ed
to r eserve for water supply.
Executive order, September 1, 1887.

8,148.19

WASHINGTON.

Port Angelos and Ediz H0ok, ht Ts. 30 and 31 N.,
Rs. 5 and 6 W.
Canoe Island, off east coast of Shaw island ..... .
Cape Disaf pointment, including Fort Canby,
fractiona section 9 (except lot 4, reserved for
light-house purposes), and part of fractional
secti•ms 4 and 5, T. 9 N., R. 11 W.
Southwest part of Lopez island, including Bunch
island and Whale rooks.
Northwest part of Lopez island, extending from
Flat poiut to Upright point. These reserves
are in Ts. 34, 35, 36 N., R. 2 W.
At Nee-ahhinbor, straits Juan de Fuca:
1. W e.addab island ......................... .
2. Tract east side of harbor . ..•.. . ...........
3. Tract west side of harbor .. . ............. .
At narrows of Puget sound
1. South end of Vashous island ........•.....
2. On north side of Gig harbor .............. .
Alf in Ts. 21 and 22 N ., R. 2 E.
Point, Roberts, in secs 1, 2, 3, 4, 9, 10, 11, 12, of T.
40N., R. 3W.
Sa11 Juan island:
Southeast point of island, including Goose
island.and Rocky peniBsula, in 'l'. 34 N.,
R.2 w.
Northeast point of island, includil1g Reid
rock (in secs. 1, 2, 11, 12, and 13, ·.r. 35 N., R.
3W.).
Shaw Island: west end of island moatly in T. 36
N.,R.2W.
Eastern reserve on island, mostly in T. 36 N.,
R.2W.
Fort Three Tree point,in T. 9 N.,R. 7W ........ .
Fort Townsend, in secs. 21, 22, 27, 28-33, of T. 30
N.,R.l W.
FortVanconver,in T.2 N., R.l E ............... .

43.10
536. 20

599. 30)
I. Executive 1nder, July 2, 1875.
634. 60 ~

a20.00l
a400.00
a 400. 00
633. 60
639. 00
2,434.55

640. 00

j

Exec11tive order, July 2, 1875,

515. 30}
E xecu tive order, July 2, 1875.
584. 90
E xecutive order, Jnl _y 31, 1865.
Executive order, ,January 29, 18:>9.

640. 06
621. 97

Order of SPcretary of War, October
29, 1853. E xecuth,e order, January
6, 1878 (t".fu of an acre was granted to
Catholic misAion).
E xec utive order, May 13, 1839. Hay
and t imber reserve granted away
01· sold.
Order of Secretary of Interior, June
24 1881; executive order, January
12: 1882 ; ex ecutive order, Novem·
ber 17, 1887.

639. 54

619,57

Fort Sl)oka11e on SP41kane river ................ .

tw,O. 00

Reservations as follows at twenty.five different
points where the title should be found to be in
the United States, viz:
L On north side of New Dun~eneas harbor, embracing all the pemnaula to its
junrtlon with the mainland, in T. 31
N.,R.4 W.
2. South side of New Dungeness harbor in
T. 31 N., R. 3 and4 w.
'
3. On we t ei_de of ntrance to Waebingtou
harbo1 ID T. 30 N ., R. 3 W.
4. Ea teiiteof entranc to Washingtonharbor, IDT. 30 N., R. 3 W.
6. Challam point, T. 30 N ., R. 2 W .. . . •• . . . . .
6. Oppii~ti "*7~allam point, in T. 30 N., R. 1

Executive orderiJune 9, 1868. A. part
of these lane s declared reserved
w ere disposed of prior to date of
order r eserving same, viz: NW.¼
of SW.¼ and lot 3, flee. 1, T. 21 N.,
R. 2 E . ; lot 5 ancl N K ¼ of E. i
sec. 2, T. 21 N., R. 2 E, and SW.¼
of SW.¼ of sec. 33, T. 22,N., R. 2 E.
Executive order, September 13, 1850,
at suggestion of Commissioner of
General Land Office.

l

~,.aa

Fort Walla Walla, part of the pest reserve remaining unsold.
1

Executive orders, July 19, 1862, and
March 10, 1863.
Executive order, July 2, 1875.
Executive order, February 26, 1852.

(b)

258. 63
)

628. oo
614. 00

I
E xccuti ve order, eptem&er 22, 1866.

1

7. Pr:\v':tton i land, in T. 30

II.Bil

588. 80
614. 00
637. 00
All disp Aed of befere order issaed.

31" ., R.

. Oppo lte Prot · Ion i11l and 1 in T. JO ~".,

624. 25

:io .... , R.

603. 00

. R.1
.
II. V~nW ~v r pein , iu 'I e. 29 . 1\

111. Pin Wll on, In 'J'. 31 · ., P.. 1 W .. . ... . .

"

n t.

464. 00
b

r a not k nown.
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PUBLIC LANDS.
Schedule of military reBervationB, with area, date, eto.-Continued.

Date of executive order or other
authority, and remarks.

Area in
acres.

Name and location of reservation.

w ABBINGTON-continued.
Do.
11. Point Hudson, in T. 30 N., :R. 1 W - .•••••. ••• -· . - - · · - - ·
12. Admiralty Head, in T. 31 N., R. l E .....
450. 00\ Executive order, September 22, 1866.
13. Marrowstone point, in T. 30 N., R. 1 E.
590. 00
This order declared reservations of
andl W.
.
640 acres each where the title to the
14. North of entrance to Deception p_ass, m550. 00
lands should be found in the United
eluding two islands in the pasa, 1n T. 34
States, but upon final designation
N., R.lE.
of the reservation by the War De15. South of entrance to the p11,ss, in T. 34 N.,
630. 00
partment the areas wel'e reduced
below 640 acres, as per this table.
16. T!'~ ~s:~ds east of Deception pass, in T.
140. 00
Quite a number of legal subdivis34N., R. 2E.
ions within the limits deaignated
17. Ta.la fOint, in T. 28 N., R. 1 E.. ... . .. . . . .
615. 25
were found to have been disposed of
18. Hoods Head, in T. 28 N., R. 1 E.........
614. 25
prior to date of order, which reduces
19. Foulweather point, in T. 28 N., R.1 and
602. 20
the area reserved below the figures
2R
.
here stated. Exact reserved area.
20. Double blufl's, fractional secs. 26, 27, 28,
626. 25
not calculated.
andlots4and 5, sec. 22 of'T. 29 N., R. 2E.
21. Point Defiance, in T.21 N., R.2 E........
631.00 }
{ 576. 00
22, 23 and 24. ·Three tracts on west s1'de of
See preceding remarks.
637 00
'Puget's sound, in T. 21 N., R. 2 E .•• • • •
635: oo
15. Whidbey's islancl., most northerly point
606. 00
in T. 34 N., R. 1 and 2 E.

I
j

Total in W ashingt.on Territory-.........

24, 693. 79

WISCONSIN,

1,046. 10

Request of Secretary of War an d
order of Secretary of the Treasury,
September 1, 1837.

Fort Bridger, in Ts. 15 and 16 N ., R. 115 W .••. .

10,240.00

Executive order , May 21, 1858. Relo.
cated and reduced under act of Feb·
ruary 24, 1871 (16 Stat., p . 430).

Fort Laramie:
Post reserve, in Ts. 25 and 26 N., Rs. 64 and
65W.

34, 560. 00

Executive orders, June 28, 1869, and
July 7, 1871. Act of Congress approved August 14, 1876.
Executive order, February 9, 1881.

Stona quarry, fractional secs. 25, 26, and 36, T.
28 lT., R. 25 E.
WYOMING.

Wood and timber r eserve, as follows: .A.llof a39, 6~0. 00
T. 25 N ., R. 71 W., except socs. 16 and 36;
secs. 5, 6, 7, 8 of T. 24 N., R. 70W.; secs. 5
6, 7, 8, 17, 18, 19, 20, 29, 30, 31, 32 of T. 25
N., R. 70 W.; and secs. 1 to 12, inclusive,
of T. 24 N., R. 71 W.; in all. 62 sections.
Fort D . .A.. Russell, adjoining city of Cheyenne,
4, 512. 00 Executive order, June 28, 1869.
in T. 14 N., R. 67 W.
Wood reserve for Forts Sanders, D . .A.. Rusa2, 540. 64 Executive orders, N ovember 4, 1879,
sell, and Cheyenne depot, secs. 20, 28, 30,
and February 25, 1880.
32, T. 15 N., R. 71 W.
fort Fred Steele national cemetery........ . • • . • . . ..•••.. •. .• .. Secret ary of W ar, November 19, 1886.
Area not known.
Fort Washakie within the Shoshone Indian Resal, 405. 00
Executive order, May 21, 1887.
ervation.
Fort McKinney, post reserve and wood and tim.
25,600. 00
Executive orders, July 2, 1879, and
ber reserve, in Ts. 50 and 51 N.,Rs. 82 and83 W.
February 2, 1880.
Depot McKinney, in T. 44 N., R. 78 W.. ... . . . . .
640. 00
Executive order, July 2, 1879. ·
Total to Wyoming.. . . . ......... .. . . .......

119, 177. 64

Total area of military rese-bations in the 2, 480, 298. 60
public-land Stat es and Territories, as far
as known or estimated.

•About.
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Under authority of act of Congress approved July 5, 1884, thePre i·
dent has ordered that the following.described military reservation be
placed under the control ·of the Secretary of the Interior for disposal
under the provisions of said act :
Reservations.

Date of
order.

1884.
Bois Blanc Island, Michigan ..••...••••.•••••.. July 22
Fon Butler, New Mexico .•••••..•...•...•..... July 22

Camp Cady, California ...••• ~ •••••.......•....
Fort Crittenden (Camp Floyd), Utah (a) . • ....
Camp Crittenden, Arizona ........•.........•.
Coal Reservation, Wyoming ..••..••••••.••...
Fort Fetterman, Wyoming ....... . .•.•........
Cam~ Goodwin, Arizona .•. . ............•......
Old amp Grant, Arizona .....................
Fort Hartsuff, Nebraska ..••••.••... --·~······
Camp Independence, California .••.............
Island in State of Missouri ..................•.
Fort Randall, Dakota (part east of river) (b) ..
Fort Rice, Dakota (a,) ••••••••••••••••.•••••••••
Rush Lake Valley, Utah ....... ...............
Fort Sedgwick, in Colorado and Nebraska .....
Camp Sheridan, Nebraska .....•............•..
Fort Steilacoom, Washington ..•...•...........
Camp Three Forks, Idaho ..............•..•...·.
Fort Verde garden tract, Arizona ..............
Timber reservation, Arizona .....•..•..•..•.•.
Fort Wilkins, Michigan ....••••••......... . ..•.
Fort Wallace, Kansas ........•...•.••........
Old Fort Lyon, Colomdo .............•.........
Pagosa SJ.tvings (old Fort Lewis), Colorado ... .
Camp on bite River, Colorado ............ . ..
Fort Thornburgh, Utah ..•..........•...•.... .
Cantonment on Uncompahgre (part of), Colorado. (a)
Fort McRae, New Mexico ..••••..•........... .

July
July
,July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
Julv
July
July
July
July
July

22
22
22
22
22
22
22
22
22
22
22
22
22
22
~2
22
22
22
22
22
32
22
22
22
22
22

Area.

Remarks.

AcreG.
9, l!J9.43

Surveyed.

in private land grants;
·······-- --- Mostly
unsurveyed.
I, 562. 00
94,550.00
3,278.08
100. 00
45,097.12
5,760.00
2,031. 7ll
3,251.41
5,210.18
54.70
25,000.00
102,400.00
3,371.28
40,960. 00
18,225.00
289. 00
4,800.00
3,000.00
720. 00
148. 35
8,926.09
38,000.00
22,471.77
40,960.00
21,851.00
4,000.00

Un surveyed.
Beinb~~rveyed.

Surveyed.
Do.
Being surveyed.
Surveyed.
Do.
Partly surveyed.
Surveyed.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Unsurveyed.
Being surveyed.
Surveyed.
Do.
Unsurv6/ed.
Surveye .
Being surveyed.
Surveyed.
Being surveyed.
Surveyed.

Fort Sanders, Wyoming . ..•..•.•••..•..••.•••.
Baton Rouge Barracks, Louisiana ........•••..

July 22 ...... . ...... Entirely within private land
claim which has been patented.
The
executive order, January
July 22
5,265.66
9, 1884, transferred control of
this reserve to tho Interior
Department for Indian uses.
July 22 ............... Area not known; no knowledge of survey.
Sept. 6 19,342.00 Surveyed.
Do.
44.17
Sept. 6

Fort Dodffce, Kansas ......•.....•••..••....•...
Part of ort Bidwell, California ....••...... _. .
Fort Craig, New Mexico .................•.....
Fort Cameron, Utah .......... _........ . . _. . _. .

Jan.
Feb.
Mar.
July

Old Powder-House Lot. Florida ...........•....
Dragoon Barracks L. H., Florida .. __ .. . .... _..
Tt1n restorvations in Louisiana.on the Gulf coast,
near mouth of Baa7ou La Fo::::-c~e on Bay
Jl}at, near Camina a bay, Pass East Grand
erre island, Quotre Bayou pass, and BastianB~
Fort E · , Montaua .....•......... _•..•••••.••.

10.29 Surveyed; sold Aug. 17, 1886.
Mar. 18
Nov. 18
1.15 Surveyed.
Sept. 28 .. . ......... Partly surveyed.

Fort Yuma, California •..••...•...• _••..••••. : •.

Fort Sullivan, Maine ..........................

1885.
12
1fS

3
2

L4, 661. 00
120.00
24,895.00
23,378.00

Do.
Do.
Beinb~~veyed.

1886.

32,116.10

Surveyed.

5

19,500.00

Partly surveyed.

Fort Halleck, Nevada ....•• . .•.......... .•... . Oct. 11
}' ort McDermitt hay reservation, Nevada ..•.. Dec. 1

10,900.93
6, 400,00

Beini;i: surveyed.
Do.

1,070.00

Partly surveyed.

July 26
1887.

Fort McPherB-On, N ebraeka. .........•......••. Jan.

1886.
1887.

Fort Colville, Washington ... . ....••..••..•..• . Feb. 26
1886.
Fort Fred Steele, Wyoming .. . .•.. . ..•..•.•. _.. Aug. 9
1888.
Carlin, N vada .......... . ............. _.. _.. _. Mar. 20

22,269.65

Surveyed.

920. 00
b About.

Do.

Historical and statistical table of the United States and Territories, 6howing the area of each in square miles and in acres, the date of organization of Territories, date of admission of new States into the Union, the population of each State and Territory at the taking of the census in 1880, and the area surveyed and remaining unsur·veyed up to June 30, 1888.
I

Civil divisions.

I

A.ct
organizing
Territory.

United States
Statutes.
Vol.

Page.

.Act
admitting
State.

United States
Statutes.
Vol.

Pas;e.

I
THIRTEEN ORIGINAL STATES.

I

···--· ·····-·· ................. ---- -- .........
-.... --·-·-·· .........
......
...... ·-------.. -.
------ .--- .....

... ... ,........
······
••••••I••••••••

··---·
...... ,..... .....1··············1······1········
Feb. 4, 1791
f:~!~~~~::::::
::::: :::::: :::::: :::::::: :::::: ····-···-····· ...........' ...........
Feb. 18, 1791
Tennessee .......••••.•••.•.•••••.••.••••••.•.. ·---------·--·
......... June 1, 1796
·-..........
--Maine ......................................... ................. ......... ........... Mar. 8, 1820

Dec. 29, 1845
~l'exas . .............•.•....•..••••. ···•·• ··••·· ...................
West Virginia. .••••••..•...•.•••••.••••••••.... ..................... ......... ......... Dec. 81, 1862

.Area of the Staces and
TerritoriesIn square
miles.

9,280
7,800
1,306
4,750
47,000
8,820
46,000
2,120
11,124
88,848
50,704
84,000
58,000

I

Iofveyed
acres sur. Imaining un.
up
surveyed
Number

to June 80,

In acres.

1888.

5,939,200 ..... ..........
4,992,000
885,840 ·····-·····--8,040,000 . --. 80,080,000 ..................
5,824,800 .. --...
29,440,000
1,856,800 ...............
7,119,860 . ---.
. ----24,542,720
82,450,560 ·········----21,760,000 .....
......
87,120,000 ................

Arnar~

on June

ao,

1

Populati°'1
· 88
ml

o.

1888.

Acres.

...................

·····--------- ...................
................

......... . --- ...... -- ..
. .... ..·.......
--- ...... ................
······-·--··-- ··············
······-·······
...............
--·
----·-···----- ..............
--- ----· .... -.
-··

·-- ... ····- --...............

346,991
1,788,085
276,581
622,700
5,082,871
1,181,116
4,282,891
146,608
984,943
1,512,565
1,899,750
995,577
l, 542,180

1
1
1
8
9
12

189
191
491
544
108
683

37,680
10,212
45,600
85,000
274,856
23,000

24,115,200
6,535,680
29,184,000
22,400,000
175,587,840
14,720,000

·············· .................
................
... -... ---.......
....... ---.. --· ...................
....... --...... . .. .. . . . . ···-..

1,648,690
332,286
1,542,859
648,986
1,591,749
618,457

2
2
8
8
8
3
8
5
5
5

178
701
399
472
586
608
645
' 50
144
742

89,972
44,893
88,809
47,156
55,414
50,722
65,870
52,208
56,451
59,268

25,581,976
28,781.090
21,637,760
80,179,840
35,465,098
82,462,115
41,836,931
83,410,068
86,128,640
87,981,520

25, 581, 976 .•••.•...••••.
27,067,762
1,668,828
21,637,760 .......................
30,179,840 ...................
85,465,093 ......................
82, 462,115 --------·-·--41,886,931 ................
88,410,063 .....................
86,128,640 ....................
80,820,674
7,110,846

8,198,062
989,946
1,978,801
1,181,597
8,077,871
1,262,505
2,168,880
802,525
l, 686,987
269,498

.................
-------------·
................. ------ . --- ...... "

"d

d

ti:,

....at-4
t-4

~

~

flJ

PUBLIC·LAND STATES AND TERRITORIES.

States.

~~~sf;~~·::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ·Ma;:·
s: iso5·
May 7,1800

~\~~;?_~~~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

Apr. 7, 1798
Feb. 3, 1809
Mar. 8, 1817
June 4,1812
.Arkansas .......•..•. ..••••...•..•.••......... Mar. 2, 1819
Michigan .......•••••.••.••••.................. Jan. 11, 1805
Florida .••...•...•..••••••••..••.•••••••....•• Mar. 80, 1822

~1:~::rf: ::: :: ::::::::::::: ::::::::: :: ::::::::

2
2
1
2
8
2
3
2
8

........ .Apr. 30, 1802
831 .Apr. 8, 1812
58 Dec. 11, 1816
549 Dec. l 0, 1817
514 Dec. 8, 1818
871 Dec. 14, 1819
743 Mar. 2, 1821
498 June 15, 1886
809 Jan. 26, 1837
654 Mar. 8, 1845

~

-::f
~

.....

00

Eiitto,·ical a1td statistical table of the United States and Ten·itories, showing the area of each in quare riiiles and in acres, etc.-Continued.

Civil divisions.

I

.A.<?t.
orgamzmg
Territory.

Stato•
IUnited
Stat,utes.
Vol.

j

1

.A.ct
admitting
State.

Page.

IUnltadStaWS
Statutes.
V o1.

I Pa.g~.

A"• of th• State, ,md
TerritoriesInr:Juare
. es. j

In acres.

Iofv1-ied
Nnmbec
A<ernun·
acres sur· Imaining
.
up
surveved I P?pulat10n
to 'une 30,
1888.

on June 30,
1888.

m 1880.

lowo ........•••• .......•...................... June 12, 1838
1Yi!!oonsin ..... ..............•• ............... .A.pr. 20, 1836

5
5

flt~~O:Oi~::::::::::::: :::: ::: ::: ::::::: ::::::: 'ii;;:· s; is4o·

9

iZ!s°~·.::·.·.·. :::::::::::::::::: :::: :::::: :::::: ~~;- ~t: mi
NoV"ndn ........ ................•....•........ .. Mar. 2, 1861

Nobraska ........•...•••••••.••••. •••••.••• •.. May 30, 1854
Colornclo ..•.......•.•••..••..••••.••••••.••••. Feb. 28, 1861

9
10
12
10
12

235 Mar. 3, 1845
10 Mar. 3, 1847
Sett. 9, 1850
403 Fe . 26, 1857
323 Feb. 14, 1859
277 Jan. 29, 1861
209 Mar. 21, 1864
277 Feb. 9, 1867
172 Mar. 3, 1875

5
9
9
11
11
12
13
14
18

742
178
452
166
383
126
30
391
474

35,228,800
34,511,360
109,992,640
53,459,840
60,975,360
51,770,240
71,737,600
47,077,359
66,880,000

IDi
~~~~~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: .~;r~:~~~. !
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SURVEYS OF ISL.ANDS.

The survey of all islands was discontinued under official instructions
from October, 1885, to April, 1887, when the former practice of entertaining applications _therefor: was resumed.
.
..
Since the resumption of said surveys several important dem_s10ns relative thereto have been rendered by the Secretary of the Interior, among
which is that of July 12, 1887, wherein it was held that there is no Jaw
authorizin,g the survey and disposal of beds of meandered lakes; also
in the Uhaprnan and Beeman cases, under dates of March 20 and .April
18, 1888, in the matter of applications for the survey of islands in the
Arkansas river in Kansas, which is a non-navigable stream, the Secretary declined to approve the applications for said surveys for the
reason that the riparian rights of the owners and proprietors of the
lands on either shore of the river must be duly regarded; and held, in
Urn absence of any statutory provision to the contrary, that the common-law right of the riparian proprietor on either shore to the bed of
tbe river ad jilum aqure should not be ignored, citing the decision of
the Supreme Court of the United States in the case of the Railroad
Company v. Schurmeir (7 Wall., 272) where, referring ~specially to the
act of Congress approved May 18, 1796 (1 Stat., 464), which made provision for the survey and sale of lands northwest of the Ohio river and
above the mouth of the Kentucky river, the court said, according to
the syllabus, thatCongress in providing as it does in one or more acts relating to the survey and
sale of public lands bordering upon rivers ,. * * that navigable rivers within
the territory to be surveyed should be deemed to be public highways, and that when
tlie opposite banks of any stream not navigable should belong to different persons the stream and the bed thereof should be common to both, * * ,. meant to
enact that the common-law rules of riparian ownership should apply in the latter
case, but that the title to lands bordering on navigable streams should stop at the
stream and not come to the mediitm filum.

Following the rule as above stated the court in the body of the decision laid down the doctrine that "proprietors bordering on stream:t
uot navigable, unless restricted by the terms of their grant, hold to the.
center of the stream."
·
IRRIGATION.

It is estimated that four-tenths of the rem~ining unsurveyed area of
the public lands of the United .States partake wholly or in part of an
arid or desert character. It has been satisfactorily proven that these
lands, when irrigated, are unusually productive and in many localities
capable of raising two crops per year. The question of irrigating the
public lands has recently been discussed in Congress and measures considered to the end in view. The following extracts from the report of
the United States surveyor-general for Nevada for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1888, regarding irrigation in that State, are deemed of interest, and in view of the agitation of the subject are herewith given:
The subject of distribution of the natural water supply for the purposes of irrigation h1 now claiming much attention, for the reason that the streams and lakes of
the State from which such supply is obtained are unprecedentedly low, and therefore a
scarcity of water obtains. '£be past winter was one of very heavy snow-fall, and
until tbe accumulation had slowly melted in the places of deposit along the summits
of the mountains, and had fir-ally disappeared, there was an abundance of water in
tbe canons and defiles of the mountain-sides.
This I persona11;v observed, and know from that observation that large areas witbi u
the mountain valleys and upon the plains at the foot of their slopes might readily
be brought under cultivation by the use of this now wasted water. Moreover, for a
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time after the snow water began to run down the mountain-sides, the large streams
of the State were greatly swollen in volume by its accession to their usual spring
stage, constituting floods. After the spring overflow had ceased the streams fell to
an extremely low-water stage, and now at the beginning of summer there is a lack
of water for irrigating purposes, where the supply has to be drawn from these streams.
The ln.kes at their outlets (commonly called sinks) show by their increased proportions the quantity of water which might have been saved for the use of the agriculturist had the streams which brought it clown from the mountains to the "sinks"
. have been properly reservoired at their heads. From the fact that already the farmers
of the State feel the need of a larger water supply, although at this time the area of
cultivated lands is, I estimate, less than six townships in area, it is seen that agriculture must be very slowly developed within the State, if, depending upon irrigation
f~r its advancement, there is not some general and certain plan devised whereby the
surplus waters of the State can be saved and used for that purpose. The Walker and
Carson rivers,. in their middle and lower courses, have not now running water in their
channels sufficient for irrigation purposes, and the Truckee and Humboldt rivers are
so low as to be of little or no use to the farms along their lower ranges.
There is no region with which I am acquninted which is so well adapted to the
purpose of saving water by means of reservoir dams, nor in which the water can be
so cheaply saved and readily distributed to the agricultural lands, as in Nevada,
there being no need of long conduits or canals, nor is there anything in the surfaces
upon which such dams should be erected which will increase the cost of construct·
ing them over the ordinary cost of such constructions. They can in almost every
case be founded upon bed rock. From all, these considerations I am of the opinion
that the general government can in no better way enhance the value of prop~rty
and increase the productions of agriculture as much in ~he ag-gregate fo~ ~he Umted
States as by appropriations expendeu under proper e11gmeermg superv~s10n for the
purpose of storing the waters from the melting snows along the mountain ranges of
Nevada.
;
Such system of storage will bring under cultivation from 15,000 to 20,000 squ~re
miles of the richest of agricultural lands which otherwise must remain unprodoct1 ve
for a long time, thus being a great obstacle to the settlement and advancement of
the State, whereas these lands would by means of such improvement be an in~ucement to rnpid settlement, with its corresponding increase of values and productions.

The United States surveyor general for Arizona, in his annual report
for the fiscal year ended June 30, 1888, refers to "Arizona's future" as
resulting from the prompt s_uppression by the administra~ion of the
heretofore prevalent Indian troubles and dating from that time:
From this period may be dated the growth and prosperity of Arizona. Below will
be found a statement of the development of Arizona since the reign of peace and safetf,
which will strike the heretofore skeptical as to the agricultural resources of this
once considered barren and desert country with wonder. The happy and comfortable homes of thousands of settlers made within the past two years attest to the truth
of the subjoined statement, in response to inquiries made by this office so as to get
valuable and reliable information.

A letter from H. H. Logan, dated Phamix, Ariz., July 16, 1~88,
addressed to the United States surveyor-general relative to irrigatmg
canals, is em braced in said report and reads as follows :
Your esteemed favor of July is before me. It gives me great pleasure to furnish
you the information asked for regarding the extent of the irrigating canals, the land
covereu by t,hem, together with the improvements made. I shall give Maricopa county
in two districts-the Salt aud Gila valleys.
In the Salt River valley.-On the north side of Salt river there are four main canals
cotopletell and in succes ful operation-the Salt river, Maricopa, Grand, and Arizona
canals-that cover 146,000 acres ofland. Under the Salt river, Maricopa, and Grand
canal there are 70,000 acres, two-thirds of which is under cultivation. Since the
comp_lction of the Arizona canal about 40,000 acres of lands lying under it have been
reclaimed. On tho south side of alt river there are now covered by canals about
75,000 acre.' wo-thirds of which is under cultivation i. these lands are cove!ed by
tho Me. a Cit~, Utah, Tempe! and San Francisco cana s, all completed and m succe fol op ration. The combrnecl length of the before mentioned canals is about 180
mil .. Th~re i plant~d to alfalf or Lucerne clover 20,000 acres; in orchards, 2,500
'.1cre i 10 vrn
r , 7,i.>00 acre ; the balance of the land, something over 100,000 acres,
1 • 11. d o gro~ wheat and barl y. The Highland canal now building on the sooth
id of alt rw r h s xp nd d Rome O 000 and will have co t wh n completed
• hou
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In tkt Gila valley.-The Buckeye canal covers about 25,000 acres of land; is completed, and is 21 mi~es lo~g; it takes ·its water _£.roll! the north si.de o.f the Gila river
at a point near the Junction of the Salt and Gila n vers. The Gila river canal takes
water from the Gila on the north side of the river at a point about 15 miles below the
mouth of the Hassayampa, and is 8 miles long; it is completed and in operation, and
covers 4,000 acres of land. The McPherson canal takes water from the north side of
the Gila, about 4 miles below the Pa.pa.go Indian Reservation; it will have cost, when
completed, $7fi,000 to $100,000 (about $25,000 having already been "xpended), and
will cover 75,000 acres of land and be about :~o miles in lengt,h. The Palmer canal is
15 miles long, covers 10,000 acres of land, cost $40,000, and takes water from the south
side of Gila river. The Saint Louis canal is laid out an<l. the contract let for its construction; it will cost, when completed, $750,000, and will probably be built the coming year. There are on the Gila river seyeral other small canals with which I am not
familiar.
The canals now completed and in operation in Maricopa county have cost, inoluding dams and repairs, upwards of $2,000,000, and another year will undoubtedly show
an expenditure of $1,000,000 more. There has been expended in improvements vil
this land, including the pnce paid the government and the purchase of water rights,
over $750,000 the past year.
_
Could you spare the time from your other duties it would give me great pleasure to
eee you in our valley, and show you the magnitude of past improvements, and what
is intended to be done the coming year. I will cordially invite you to visit us, when
you can see personally what strides towards settlement Maricopa county has made
within the past year. * * * No written description can give you an adequate idea.
There is great need of a storage reservoir system in the mountains to fully develop
the desert lands of the Salt and Gila valleys. Nature has done everything but put in
the key to hold and store large quantities of water for summer use. A. hydrographic
survey of the mountain streams would show that a,lmost unheard-of quantities of
water could be stored at a comparatively small cost; for instance, on the Salt river,
50 miles about Phrenix, the river runs through a box canon for some 2 miles, the
sides of which are nearly perpendicular one and two thousand feet high, and not to
exceed 250 feet apart, all solid rock ; the average fall of the river is 11 feet to the mile ;
a dam here 400 feet high would create a lake capable of irrigating and reclaiming a
great many thousand acres of land.
P. S.-Length of canals now in operation 224 miles. Length of canals in process
of construction 108 miles.
Pinal County.-Albert T. Colton, civil engineer and a deputy United States mineral
surveyor, gives the following information regarding the construction of canals in the
vicinity of Florence, Pinal county.
They consist of five canals, including branches, besides private ditches. The
length of these constructed improvements is given at 148 miles, with 77 miles in
course of construction. The width of these canals is given from 43 to 4 feet; depth
from 4½ to 2 feet. The cost of construction is given at $4,000 per mile down to $1,000
per mile, and the total amount already expended in construction amounting to the
round sum of $231,5001 with an estimate additional expenditure of $154,000.
Pima County.-Tbe water developments in this county are not extensive as yet. In
the vicinity of Tucson quite extensive canals are being constructed, but owing to
water, which is regarded as abundant but not flowing on the surface, being covered
by debris and requiring artificial means to brrng it to the surface, delay 1s caused in
ex,Perimenting but with every confidence that experiments now being made will
prove eventuahy successful. About 50 miles of canals and irrigating ditches are in
process of construction and $75,000 have thus far been invested.
. Yuma County.-Replies have not been received from this vicinity, owing to delays
rncident to the uncertainty of reaching proper persons to furnish the information, but
there are under construction and in contemplation various canals calculated to irrigate thousands of acres of land. The Mohawk cu.nal will be about 30 miles in length-,
7 miles of which is completed, and will reclaim about 40,000 acres of land. The
Old Peck ditch is being reconstructed and extended near Mohawk station, calculated to reclaim about 15,000 acres of land. Near Gila city another ditch is being
taken out calculated to bring under cultivation about 12,000 acres; and near Adonde
large pumping enterprises are contemplated to irrigate from water close to the surface. About $:J00,000 has already been expended in the construction of canals and
<'!itches.
.
Water Storage.-The annual rain-fall in Arizona is more than sufficient to irrigate
all available ~~nds for agricultural purposes, if means can be devised to husband the
water and utilize the same when required at the period when most needed during the
dry and hot summer months.
The ~aci~ities offered in our mountains and foot hills for the construction of large
re~ervo1rs 1s all tha~ could be desired, and whilst somewhat ex.pensive to construct
8U1table dams to resist the torrents of water that frequently rush down innumerable
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canons, yet there are many places where large bodies of water can be stored without
a la~ge expenditure of money.
This storage of water is no longer an experiment in Arizona. At Walnut grove, tn
Yavapai county, a dam about 100 feet in height has been erected, and a. large body
of water is now held in reserve, and will be utilized for placer mining and agricultural purposes. ~early half a million of money has been expended in its construction,
which is of the most durable character, and has so far met the full expectations of its
designerR.
Similar reservoirs are in contemplation in this part of the Territory, and large expectations are confidently antrnipated .
.The government should hold out every inducement possible for the construction of
these reservoirs, as thousands of acres of the public domain now worthless could be
utilized and in many places largely supersede the expensive system of irrigation now
in use. Parties willing to construct these reservations should be liberally dealt with
respecting the lands needed for their use, as many acres will necessarily have to be
inundated by overflow, which will be entirely useless for agricultural purposes. The
right of occupancy for the construction of reservoirs should be freely and liberally
granted, and laws should be enacted giving every encouragement consistent with
public policy.
•

FRAUDULENT A.ND DEFECTIVE SURVEYS.

The following 1s a summary of the result of examinations in cases
where fraudulent and defective work has been found:
Ariznoa.-Contract No. 56, dated December 19, 1884: This contra~t
provided for the subdivision of twelve townships in southwestern Arizona. An examination of the field being made the surveys of ten of
the townships named in the contract were accepted, but the surveys of
the remaining two, viz, township 12 north, ranges 27 and 28 east, were
suspended until certain erroneous work should be corrected.
The surveyor-general was directed to require the deputy to ~etarn
to the field and make t,he correction at his own expense, but bemg at
that time a resident of Ohio be requested that the surveyor-gendral
be permitted to appoint another surveyor to make the corrections at
his (the contracting deputy's) expense. This was allowed and the
plats and notes of the (alleged) corrective survey were in due time forwarded to this office, and an examination of the corrective survey,
as well as of other lines in said townships not covered by the first examination, was ordered. The report of the second inspection indicates
that the examiner made a careful and sufficiently extensive instrumental
examination to show conclusively that the real character of this work
was very bad indeed. Some of the li~es, so far as regards the ali~nment and chaining, were practically correct, whilst a greater portion
had been carelessly run and marked. Most of the section corner stakes
were below the required size and not correctly marked; many of the
pit were very small. Many of the corners were found from 60 links to
more than 7 chains out of place, and in township 12 south, range 27
east, on~ line of corners extending 3 miles is out of line from 3.45 to
7.40 cham , tho di tance which should be 80 chains varying between
72.88 and 83.18 chains. The surveys of said townships were rejected.
Contract No. 5 , dated February 21, 1885. The defects in the snrv_ey ex cuted under tbi contract, as developed by the field examina.t1 n, ere num rated in my la t annual report. By letter dated Octob ,r 2 ,
7, the urveyor-general was advised of the rejection of the
nr
Ca_llforn:a.. 121, dated October 20, 1879: This contract
pr vul £ r tb nrv y f p rt of the exterior and ubdivi ion lines in
'r ·
L ., l . 14 E., 1 unt Dial>lo meridian. The examiner made
~t l x~min· ti n f r ight corners of the pretended surof them common to the two townships, and after dili~nt
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search not only failed to find them, but found no evidence that the
deputy or any c,ne else had attempted an instrumental survey of any
part of the territory covered by the ~ontract. The charac~er of the
country may be inferred from the exammer's statement that six a:nd onehalf days were consumed in running only thr~e a~d one-ha"lj mil_es, yet
the deputy claims to have surveyed the entire Im~ (6 miles) m one
day, besides walking 12 miles going from and returnmg to camp. The
examiner states that it would be physica.lly impossible for any man to
walk unencumbered that distance over such a country in the time alleged to have been occupied in making the survey, and that this claim
alone is enough to condemn the work. The report of the examiner is
supplemented by affida,,·its of citizens in T. 3J_ S., R.14 E., showing that
neither the contracting deputy nor any other person surveyed said
township in 1884 (at the time it is claimed the survey was executed),
and that they have never seen or beard of any corners in the northern
tier of sections in said township. In view of the facts set forth in the
examiner's report the surveys were rejected.
Contract No. 322, dated August 31, 1883: I have deemed proper to
give at some length the results of the investigations in regard to this contract and the surveys thereunder, as illustrative of the irregular methods
and fraudulent practices which in former years had obtained in this
surveying district. The contract was for the survey of T. 3 N., Rs. 19,
20, 21, 22, and 23 E.; T. 4 N., Rs. 18, 19, and 20 E., and T. 5 N., Rs. 18
and 19 E., Mount Diablo meridian. The examiner inspected in part the
wmk covered by this contract, and bis field-notes, covering thirty-six
closely written pages, fully disclose the condition of the work and set
forth in detail what he discovered on the ground and learned from
residents of the townships named. The examiner inspected altogether
90½ miles of lines and the places for 173 corners, of which he found 66
corners standing, the evidence of 7 destroyed corners, and 100 corners
could not be found. Of the lines retraced less than one-half were
found to be blazed as required by instructions, and on most of these
the blazes removed only some of the outside bark and left the lines
practically unmarked. The bearing trees in many instances were incorrectly located and described, in some cases not found at all, and in
others the trees were blazed but not marked. The topography was
erroneously given on many of the lines, as for instance the deputy
puts a stream where the examiner finds the top of a lava ridge, and a
creek is located 1½ miles from its correct position. This contract was
let to C. W. Sawyer, deputy-surveyor, but the surveys were W1ade in August and September, 1884, by Charles .A. Holcomb, a person having
no contract, not a deputy-surveyor. Neither the name of Holcomb nor
of any member of his party is found in the field-notes sworn to by
Charles W. Sawyer. These facts clearly indicate that Holcomb and
his assistants were not acting under oath, and the report of the examiner shows that the imperfect surveys executed in the townships named
above were paid for by some person who would have been the beneficiary in the event of payment for the surveys by the United .States.
The examiner states that he found the snow in some locations 3 feet
d~ep and in others from 6 to 10 feet deep; and when it is recalled to
mm~ that the examination was made during the latter part of May
and m the month of June tbe impossibility of making these surveys
or any part of them as early as the 17th and 21st of March, the time
when the south boundaries of T. 3 N., Rs. 19 to 23 E., inclusive, were
surveyed according to the oath of Deputy Sawyer, is apparent. In con¥
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eluding his general report on these surveys the examin~r briefly sum.
marizes the result of his examination as follows:
(1) Found no evidence whatever that deputy-surveyor ever did any work in person on land covered by contr~ct No. 322.
(2) From cumulative and strongly corroborated testimony the fact is established
that it was impossible-being beyond all human skill and endurance-for the survey
to have been made at times stated.
(3) From statements of Holcomb and party, and five others who saw said work in
progress, it is proven:
I. Men engaged are not those named by Sawyer.
II. All corners found were set by Holcomb's party.
III. Time when work was done, July 20 to October 5, 1884.
IV. No evidence of any previous survey was eTer found.
V. No evidence of any othe:,; work than that done by Charles Holcomb and party
was found.
VI. Where Holcomb did not work the notes submitted are shown by comparison
with detail report of field-work in examination to be fraudulent and fictitious: this
from marked difference in topography, i.
location of rivers, creeks, mountains and
valleys, failure to note improvements and notable features such as mea<lows, etc.,
* * • I report unfavorably on bis p1·etended work and against the acceptance of
the whole or any part of the survey covered by and included in contract No. 3Zl.

e.,

The surveys under said contract No. 322 were rejected, the deputy
debarred from further employment in the surveying service, and the
surveyor-general was directed to request the attendance of Mr. Sawyer
at his office, and after satisfying himself as to his identity as the Charles
W. Sawyer, United States deputy-surveyor, who pretended to have
executed said surveys, to personally deliver to him in writing the deci ·
ion of this office, and to report the fact to this office. The surveyorgeneral, under date of November 3, 1887, advised this office that he h8:d
complied with said instructions, and inclosed copy of a stenographic
report of his conversation with Mr. Sawyer, from which it appears that
he (Sawyer) admitted that before taking the contract he had (in Mr. Benson's office) signed certain papers in blank, but that he had never made
any returns under the said contract. For a detailed account of the Benson sy11dicate contracts see last annual report.
T. 7 S., R. 25 E., and T. 8 S., Rs. 24 and 25 E., Mount Diablo meridian:
These townships are very rough, intersected by deep canons and very
steep,almostimpassable mountains, in part covered with dense chaparral.
Sixweeksbeforethedeputy claims to have commenced hissurveys,allth~
people who live there in the summer are driven out by the snows, all business is suspended, and the mountaincountryabandoned. .A comparison of
the original field-notes, transcript-notes, plats, and report of the examiner, shows that at the season of the year (from December 1, 1884, tio
January 3, 1885) when the deputy pretends to have made the surveys,
the deep snows made the survey at that time impossible; that in the
original notes (which are now in this office) much is omitted that is
found in the transcripts and data supplied from memory, or rather
made up; that disregarding clerical errors the transcripts are not in auy
. ense copies of the original note ; that triangulations omitted in origmals are audaciously given in detail in the transcripts, ju t as if they
bad r l~y been made iu the field ; that the high rate of peed, more
than 6 mile per day, at which it i pretended the work was executed,
surpa es belief when we take into consideration the nature of the
grouil<l, and bear in mind that the urveying was done during the
shorte tda~ of the year; that the d puty give de cription of erroneou_ eanng tr
where no uch tree , either as regards size or
p 1 ,_ r ! b fi ?D ; th tin the face of all the embarra ing condition , 1 • no~ ,. big~ and . teep mountain , deep snow, imr enetra.bl
·hap r l, I 1 1
1m
1ble tio ascend or descend, the deputy with
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his tico parties of four men eacb,frequently with tlie impassable San Joaquin river between them, pretends to have subdivided T. 8 S., R. 24 E.,
at the rate of more than 6 miles per day, and then accomplishes the
feat of recording all this work in one field-book. The conclusion is, that
the deputy did not make the surveys of these townships according to
his field-notes, and that the notes are in large part fictitious and fraudulent. The examiner recommends that no future surveys of these townships be ordered, as from the character of the country there is no
probability of such a public demand for any of these lands as would
justify the expense of a, survey.
T. 15 S., R. 32 E., Mount Diablo meridian : The examiner's report
shows that this township lies astraddle of the high spur of the Sierra
Nevada mountains, which divides the waters of the south fork of Kings
river from those of the extreme heads of Kern river; the canons of
these streams interlock with a very crooked, sharp; steep ridge between.
The crest of this ridge is many hundred feet above the timber line, and
the slope presents an unbroken face of bare granite so steep that there
are but few points where it is possible for a man o~ foot to reach the
crests; the lateral spurs present the same characteristics. The canons
between these spurs are from 300 to 1,500 feet deep, with rugged _slopes
and many abrupt descents. The crests of these divides and spurs have
an altitude of 12,000 to 13,000 feet above sea level. It is impossible to
run and measure with a chain straight lines, like land lines, across these
divides and canons of any considerable length without meeting impassable obstacles, but the deputy's notes show that he had but rarely to resort to any other method. T.be examiner found it wholly impracticable
to retrace the lines which the deputy claims to have run and marked in
this township. · The notes describe tamarack and other trees of great
size where they do not exist, and the deputy places a fictitious house
in section 29 where no house ever was or ever will be built. During
the month of November in each year this mountain region is covered
with snow from 6 to 10 feet deep, and is abandoned by all those who
frequent it in summer, yet the deputy pretends to have surveyed T. 15
S., R. 32 E., between the 8th and 19th of November, 1884.
The final conclusion is that· the deputy's claim that he surveyed any
of the above-named townships at the time stated. or at any other time,
is preposterous, his field-notes are fictitious, his final oath perjury, and
all his field-notes and plats are fraudulent and worse than useless as
official records. All the surveys pretended to have been executed under contract No. 277 were rejected by this office.
Contract No. 382, dated November 20, 1884: The surveys under this
contract embraced the exterior lines of T.1 S,Rs.16 and 17 W.; Ts.1 and
2 N., Rs. 16 and 17 W., and T. 1 S., R. 1 W., San Bernardino meridian.
~rom a careful examination of the field-notes of the deputy and compar1so_n of the same with the accompanying plats, it would appear that g_reat
pams had been taken in the execution of this contract; that the lines
had been properly run, corners and bearing-trees well established and
properly marked, and topography and general character of the country
correc~ly de~cribed; in short, that the contract had been faithfully executed m strict compliance in all respects with the Surveying Manual,
but the facts developed by the inspection as set forth in the examiner's
reports, and a comparison of the reports and accompanying diagrams
~1th the. field n?tes of the deputy, showed that a very different coudit~on of thmgs exist. The examiner at great length describes his operations rn the field and points out the errors omissions and discrepancies
developed by his inspection, but it is ndt practicable in this place to
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specially refer to the same. In his report the examiner states that b
met United States District-Attorney Carey and Examiner O. F. Conrad
who informed him that while his examination was in progress the sn/
veys under this contract bad been the subject of investigation by the
grandjury of tbe United States court for the northern district of California, aud that Charles Holcomb bad under oath admitted that he bad
done all the work on the exteriors of T. 1 S., Rs. 16 and 17 W., and Ts.1
and 2 N., Rs. 16 and 17 W ., San Bernardino meridian, and that the contracting deputy, J. R. Glover, was not present at any time; and further
that C. F. Ragsdale, under oath, admitted that he did all the work on
the exteriors of T. 1 S., R. 1 W., San Bernardino meridian, Glover not
being present at an)"' time " in his own proper person," as expressed in
bis final oath attached to the field-notes. As to the work in the field
the examiner characterizes the first named surveys as '' incomplete, inaccurate, and fraudulent," and the last named "incomplete." The surveys returned by James R. Glover under said contract No. 382 were
rejected by this office.
Oontract No. 383, dated November 30, 1884. This contract, made with
M. F. Reilly, provided for the subdivision of Ts. 1 and 2 N., Rs. ~6 and 17
W.; T. 1 S., Rs. 16 and 17 W., and T. 1 S., R.1 W., San Bernardmo me~1dian, being the same townships the exteriors of which were embraced m
J. R. Glover's contract No. 382, last above mentioned. In regard to the
first six townships described the examiner states that the only person
claiming to be a government surveyor who h~d been seen in any of these
townsl1ips was a surveyor named Charles Holcomb. He could find no
one who had ever seen or heard of J. R. Glover or M. F. Reilly, and
was satisfied that Holcomb represented both of these deputy surveyors;
this finding was corroborated when Mr. Carey, United States dis~rict
attorney for the northern district of California, informed tl1e examrner
th~t both Reilly and Holcomb had confessed before the grand jury that
Holcomb did all the work, representing both Glover and Reilly, and
that Holcomb made very damaging admissions as to the rude method
by wbicb the work was done.
.
The examiner states in regard to the field-work that in no case did
he find a comer established in accordance with the instructions governing the surveys of public lands. Not more than three corner p~sts
were 4 inches square, the remainder being less than the reqmred
size; many of th~ corners were without the preten~e of a mound, some
of them with only a few ston s laid around tlrn stakes, and all without
pits. With few exceptions all the section and quarter-section corne~s
were found, bnt many of the c,orner were not in line nor at the d1stanc called for l>y the notes. In conclusion, the examiner reC0!31·
mend that the sur ey of said town hip be rejected a~ incomplete, rnaccurate, arnl franuulent.
A to T. 1 S., R. l W., 1 an B ruardino meridian, the examiner found
that both the xt rior lines alleged to have been urveyed by J. ~Glover under c011tra t o. 3 2 and th subdivfaion lines embraced m
illy" c ntra t (No. 3 3) were urvey <l by C. F. Rag dale in the abence of th lover an R illy; that many of the corners fail to conf, rm_ to th r gnlatiou , ;om b ing only mall takes without mo~d
or pit; an that th r w . mat ri l differ nee between the po it10n
of m t f the c rn r a. foun<l and the po ition in which Reilly's note
pa· th m. vVh r mat rial tliff ~r )uc s were found the examiner
·b ·k
hi. wn , rk y ,
ond mea uremeut. In view of th
tin_clin
f tb xamin~r a11 th
urv y under contract No. 383 w r
r G ·t .
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Contract No. 385, dated December 2, 1884, for the _survey o~ ~arts of
T.13 N. R. 11 W., and T. 11 N., R. 12. W., Mount Drnblo meridian: In
reportin'g on the survey of T. 13 N., R. 11 W., the examiner submits a
number of letters and affidavits which show how and by whom the sur'Vey was made. The survey was executed by one Holcomb, and the examination shows that the lines retraced were not marked and corners
located as required by the manual; and by the affidavits submitted it
was proven that the work was not done by the deputy in person at the
time stated in manner directed by the assistants named, nor as described in the field-notes returned; hence the examiner reported against
the acceptance of the surveys.
·
Township 11 N., R. 12 W: After detailing the errors and discrepancies developed by his inspection of this survey the examiner, in view
of the defective work and the facts established by the affidavits attached
to and made a part of his report, recommends the rejectio.o of the survey on the grounds that the deputy surveyor did not do the work in person, at time stated, with assistants named, as directed or in the manner ,
described; that the "true field-notes" are false and fraudulent; that
the final oath of the deputy was dated at least fl ve days before the work
was begun; that Charles Holcomb and bis brother William Holcomb,
who actually did the fraudulent and defectiYe work, were not sworn nor
were their names given on lists of assistants, and that any attempt to
itemize any particular in which the deputy bad carried out his contract
and made his final oath agree with the facts in the case would end in absolute failure. Such being the facts in regard to the surveys alleged to
have been executed by George H. Perrin, under contract No. 385, the
work was rejected by this office.
Contract No. 399, dated April 13, 1885: This contract provided for
the survey of exteriors and subdivision lines of T. 9 S., R. 3 W., T. 10
S., R. 2 W., and T.12 S., R. 4 W, San Bernardino meridian. In T. 9 S.,
R. 3 W., the examiner tested 6 miles of line. On some of the lines he
failed to :find the corners or any trace of a survey; on other lines interior
section corners were materially out of position with regard to the north
boundary of the township, and some out of line with regard to each other.
With one or two exceptions none of the corner monuments couformed
to the legal requirements : some were marked wrong and two of them
unintelligibly. Practically the same condition of things was revealed
by the inspection of T ..10 S., R. 2 W.; and having run 8 miles of line
and found that wit,h one exception none of the corner monuments conformed to legal requirements, the examiner recommended the rejection of
the surveys. No (,xamination was made in T. 12 S., R. 4 W., but the
result of the inspection in the other townships condemned the work of
the deputy, and all the surveys under contract No. 399 were rejected.
Nevada.-Oontract No. 174, dated November 14, 1884: A portion of
the surveys under this contract were accepted and paid for in April, 1885,
without inspection, but the second installment of work returned by the
deputies was held for examination in tbe field prior to acceptance and
payment. Subsequent to the acceptance of the work first returned a
limited inspection was made in three of the townships, which showed
that the surveys had not been properly executed, and the local land officers were directed to so.spend disposals of lands in the townships surveyed under this contract, plats of which bad been filed in their offices.
The surveyor-general was directed to cause a thorough examination
?f both the accepted and unaccepted surveys under this contract, giY~ng precedence to the latter. From the report of the special examiner
1t appears that in the unaccepted portion of the work many of the cor-
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ners could not be found, the posts set for corners were far below the
size ~equired. by the _manual, and while ~bey were properly marked
the pits were m many mstances almost obliterated, and portions of the
work presented the appearance of having been made at an earlier date
than that specified in the field-notes. The report of one of the examiners is accompanied by statements of residents in certain township
examined by him that no deputy surveyors have been seen in that section of country since 1882. In some cases the alignment was very defective, and errors in closing far above the prescribed limit. In some
cases where the examiner attempted to trace the lines into the mountains it was found that corners had been set only in the more easily
surveyed portions of the townships, no corners being found in the mountainous portions. Referring to a certain portion of the work, one of the
examiner's states:
I have run the lines with as much accuracy as possible, considering the nature of
the ground gone over and the short time allowed me, and have described corners
found with accuracy. The difference in measurements is no more than would naturally occur between any two different sets of chainmen, and my lines were run with a.
view of general inspection of work done regardless of contour of the country. I find
the general topography of these townships examined corresponds with the field-not_es
of the original survey in a general measure, but the corners found and described m
exhibit ''A" plainly show neglect in proper construction, and not one ot those
found will meet the instructions laid down in the manual, or correspond with the
description in the original field-notes. At the points not~d in my fiel~-n?tes wh~re
no corners were found, I made diligent search over the entire sur_face w1th1_n _a rad10s
of several chains, and although a space of two years bas passed smce the ongmal survey it does not seem reasonable to me that all traces of said corners could disappear
if they were originally erected in proper shape and in strict accordance with the
manual.

As it is evident from the report of the examiner that the deputies
made · returns of pretended surveys regardless of the requirements ?f
the contract and without any consideration of responsibility for their
official oa tbs, this office rejected that portion of the work not already
accepted and paid for.
Two of the townships which had been paid for were examined, and
the work found defective and only partially surveyed. The remainder
of the accepted work was not examined.
Oregon.-Contract No. 508, dated July 11, 1884: This contract P!O·
vided for the survey of the ex.terior and subdivision lines of township
rn and 20 south, range 6 east. The examiner in reporting upon thee
surveys states that the deputy marked his corners and witness trees
well and properly, but failed to set the corner-stones in the ground as
required by the manual. In most instances the stones were lying
loose upon the surface, and when planted they were set but 1 or 2
inches in the ground. He failed to blaze bis lines in many cases, and
frequently marked decaying and crumbling stumps for witnesses where
abundant material was available for the construction of stone mounds.
Certain closing line were entirely out of limit and misrepresented in
the field-note .
Th~ failure of the deputy to comply with the requirements of his contract m several important particular , as shown by tlie examiner's rep rt, wa so obvious as to make it the duty of this office to reject the
work.
W a hfngt?n Territory.-Contract No. 308, dated August 15, 1884: The
1 I?oty m hi r port to th sor yor- eneral of Washington Territory
1 1m to h v r
r yed a part of th exterior lines of town hip 17,
1 , 19,
2 n rth, rang , 24 ea t; t wn hip 17 and 1 north, range
e t, an to h
u i vided all of aid town hips. The examiner re-
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ported as the result of his examinaUon t.hat there ~as no question as to
the fact that the deputy did not subdivide any of tLese townships. The
proper places for no less _than forty-six section and quarter section corners were examined without finding at any of them any trace whatever
of a mound, pit, post, stake, or stone for corner. In addition to the examination made with compass and chain, the examiner and his assistants kept a sharp outlook for corners in all their movements going to
and returning from work, moving camp, hauling water, etc., and the
observations thus made were equally fruitless. It could not be claimed
that corners were erected and afterwards obliterated by natural causes,
as mounds which had been erected on the township lines in 1881 were in a
reasonably good state of preservation. It was evident that the deputy's
subdivision of these townships was only made on paper and was palpably
fraudulent. .As to the exterior lines which the deputy claimed to have
resurveyed the examiner was of the opinion that the corners which he
found on said lines were not made in 1884, as he could discover no indications of work on the mou11ds which had been done as recently as that.
Some short stakes were found at these corners, sometimes lying on the
ground and at others set at shallow depths in the mounds, which the
examiner believed were plaeed there by the deputy, but they were intended for mound corners without post or stone, and should have been
placed in the S. E. pits. Not one was so placed, and as a rule they
were not properly marked. The deputy claimed to have resurveyed the
_west boundary of township 18 north, range 25 east, but there was not
a trace of a corner on the whole line. The rejection of the whole survey
was recommended l>v the examiner.
In view of the facts developed l>y the field examination and the recommendation of the examiner, all the surveys claimed to have been executed uuder this contract No. 308 were rejected.
Contract No. 307, dated June 28, 1884: The surveys under this contract were long since approveu, accepted, and payment made to the
extent of the special deposit for the survey. The deposit was insuffi.
cient to pay the entire account at the per mileage claimed by the deputy,
and the examination was ordered with a view to ascertaining whether
the nature of the country covered by the survey was such as to entitle
the deputy to the augmented rates claimed by ldm, the surveyor-general having stated in letter to this office that if he had been correctly
informed the amount already paid to the deputy was considerably in
excess of what he would have been entitled to under the law had his
work been honestly returned as to the character of the land surveyed.
The examiner was directed to report as to the character of the wol'k, as
well as to the character of the land. The report of the examiner condemned the work as utterly worthless for official records; the fieldnotes and plats as largely :fictitious and fraudulent; and the character
of the country grossly misrepresented. Instructions were issued withdrawing from entry all lands alleged to have been surveyed under said
contract No. 307, and the lands can not be restored to entry until resurveys can be made under an available appropriation and in accordance With law.
THE CALIFORNIA SYNDICATE.

The following is the report of Special Agent Conrad, dated .August 1,
1888, in reference to the transactions of this syndicate :
In the report of the General Land Office, 1887, page 258, was given a review
of the testimony "ready to be" presented before the United States grand j ory
March, 18871 &c.; but as the published report presumably closed with the end of the
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fiscal year, June 30, 1887, I now make a more thorough and comprehenain "r61ua'"
and general restatem~n~ of fac!B as pro_ven b~ all the testimony as presented before
three,separate ~rand Juries_, wh10h were o~gamzed and made their inveetigationa in
1887- 88. The first grand Jury was orgamzed March 14 and made their report April
2, 1887. The ~econd was or~anized September 12 and made their report November 2,
1887. The third ~as orgamzed Ja~u~ry 10 and made their report February 4, 1888.
. The first grand Jury reported 41 md1ctments, the second grand jury reported 24 indictments, and the third grand jury reported 11 indictments.
The first grand jury really had less direct and positive evidence than either of the
other two, as each new development only led the way to and shed light upon other
knavish and dishonest ways and means by which the general government had been
most systematically robbed by Benson & Co. for ten yeara past.
Before entering upon a. review of the testimony it will be best perhaps to scrutinize
the brazen figure-head John Adelbert Benson; for that he was I( only this and nothing more" is beyond question, owing chiefly to his unlimited assurance and brazen
audacity, coupled with a ~hronic disregard for truth and a falsely accredited possession of that proverbial "honor amongst. thieves," than which there was nothing more
n,eeded and in its absence more marked, as developed when in the first days of surprise and terror each of his subservient tools, looking to him for protection and financial aid, found to their dislllay that their "boss" wa8 the most arrant moral coward,
and apparently knew nothing BO well as when to betray a friend or disown a dependent, and that only the more quickly when prompted by the most abject fear for his
own personal safety.
It was this great lack of that "honor of the baser sort" which greatly aided the government in its stock of information; for as one after another of Benson's former associates and employes-becoming thoroughly convinced and conscious that his "influence" was broken, that there was another "Pharoah who knew not Joseph" in
powerwitb. the will to expose and punish-that they each one, as called up and allowed
to testify freely, most willingly and with alacrity told all they knew of the Benson
system; how he insisted always upon signatures to blanks, absolute :financial dependence upon him, ignorance of contracts, dates, and amounts by his employ~s, all
their intercourse with government officials being through him alone, &c.; and when
they learned of contracts in their names, as many of them did for the first time when
ca1led to the witness stand, their absolute dread of the possible unknown was something as pitiable and disgusting as it was instructive and convincing, as they hastened to tell all they knew of the ways and means of their former "boss."
.
The subdivision under the '' ten branches of the Benson system," as detailed m the
published report,· was fully sustained by later evidence; but elaboration in several
respects is needed.
FICTITIOUS A.PPLICM.TIONS FOR SURVEYS.

Acting upon information received that John H. McNee, in his capacity as bookkeeper for John A. Benson, had deposited in the United States sub:treasury, San
Francisco, on July 13, 1882, for :fictitious applicants, $57,000, I, first havmg personally
examined all the records in each office, addresAed a letter to Assista!1t. Treasurer S.
H. Brooks, and received reply herewith attached and marked exhibit A. I then
addressed register United States land office, San Francisco, A. C. Bradf~rd, and received reply attached and marked exhibit B. These full lists, compiled by the
writer from official records, confirmed the first information, showing $56,940. For
the purpose of making a test case five certificates were selected, and a lett_er_ was
addressed asking for copies of "stubs," and reply received marked exh1b1t_C.
This was followed by one to the surveyor-general, I having first prepared reply, ~hicb
was received, and is marked exhibit D. I then compiled from official records m the
surveyor-general's office the full tabulated statement marked exhibit E.
All the above data was transmitted to the General Land Office, with le~ter, June
16, 1887. In reply to one of numerous similar letters one was received and 1s marked
exhibit~', and another from A.. C. Bradford on same subject marked exhibit <;}-. The
entries in the records of the San Francisco land office are in the same handwritmg of
Duncan McNe , a brother of John H. McNee, from whom doubtless he received the
certifi.cat which he substituted for the "coin." Both men were indicted by the
United tates grand jury April 2, 1887. Duncan McNee was a clerk in the United
tat.es land office for seventeen years, and represented in tha.t office one bra.nob of
Benson's system.
1!'ALSE ESTI:M.ATES 011' GOVERNMENT LIABILITY.

Thia part of the "ey m" was under the direct personal control of Theodore
R icbert, chi f cl r~ in ~he United_ tates surveyor-genera.l's office (now State snrv y r , ner 1 of aliforma), operv1s d by his partner John A. Benson, and as one of
num r u examples of the modua tw1erandi I attach an oriainAl paper marked exhibit H.
vr
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This paper was found amongst a mass of old papers in United Stat.es su:rveyor-general's office and it was identified before the United States grand Jury m January,
1888 by J. 'R. Mauran, chief draughtsman, as having bee,n made ~nder his direction
and 'in compliance with instructions of the chief clerk Theo. Reichert. When finished and compared by Manran it was sent to Reichert. Before the grand j':1-ry the
paper was identified by W. K. Slack, a clerk in Benson's office, as the one given to
him by Benson in his office, with directi_o ns to ":fili out" certain applications for
townships named in. t~is paper; and Sl3:ck also id~ntifi~d the name~ on ~argin ~s
being in his handwntmg. The changes rn arnou.nfs of estimateB were 1dent1fied as m
the handwriting of John A. Benson, and a careful comparison with the records in the
surveyor-general's office shows that Benson's corrections were all followed to the dot.
Can clearer proof be needed to establish the charge that .Benson controlled the
office-was the surveyor-general de facto-whilst W. H. Brown was in name only 7
In this connection I attach a very full tabulated statement, compiled from the official
records in the United States surveyor-general's office and marked exhibit K, with
copy of my letter transmitting same to Commissioner of the General Land Office
November 28, 1887, in which its full significance is pointed out in (\etail.
The same official records also show the apportionment of appropriation for surveys
of public lands in California wereFor year ending June 30, 1879 . _.••..•••.••••..•.•••••.•.••.•••••.. - . - -.. - . $29,500
For year ending June 30, 1880 ...................................... -.... - . 36,000
For year en ding June 30, 1881. .. __ .........••...••• - •.•••...• - ••. - -- • - - - - - 35,000
For year ending June 30, 1882 ........••..••••••.• "•.....•. - •••. - . - ... - ... - 30,000
For year ending June ~O, 1883 ....•....•...••••....••....•...••••.• - - . - • - •. 25,000
For year ending June 30, 1884 ....••••.......•••• , ..•....•.. ---··· -- - .••••. 30,000
For year ending June 30, 1885 ................................... - - . -- .• - . - 20,000
Grand total for seven years ....••....•••.••••..• __ . _ . . . • . . • • • • . . . • • • . 205, 500
Aud yet by the statement Kit appears that on forty-one contracts alone was paid
$455,673.12; estimated government liability on which was $133,725; accounts certified by Theo. Wagner (41 contracts), $265,045.47; accounts certified by W. H.
Brown (41 contracts), $194,539.66.
What explanation consistent with truth and honesty can be made 7 As preliminary to detailed references to testimony at hand, and presented before
three grand juries, mention can here properly be made to the fact as shown by official
records that Theo. Wagner, United States surveyor-general, on August 23 and Octo•
ber 7, 1878, appointed John A. Benson to examine surveys made under contracts by
William Minto, J.M. Ande1son, Milton Santee, A. A. Smith, James Bramham, G. W.
Baker, and three contracts with George H. Perrine (several of whom were indicted
with Benson and all probably his employes and associates). Wagner also appointecl
Benson to examine the survey of the "El Sobrante," in which large and valuable
body of land both Wagner and Benson subsequently acquired large land mterests.
The same records show Benson was paid $1,140. 7:l. About the same time James E.
Woods was appointed by Wagner to examine surveys made by James R. Glover, T.
J. Stephens, and M. F. Rielley, and paid $642.97.
This is the same ''Colonel Woods" referred toby H. E. Buckley in his affidavit, and
also in whose handwriting the following account was made out. Copy attached aud
marked exhibit M. Copy sent to Commissfoner General Land Office with letter
August 23, 1887.
Under the forty-one-indictments reported by United States grand jury April 2, 1887,
and published in detail in General Land Office Report, 1887, pages 249 and 250, all
the persons found were arrested and placed under bonds. 'l'wo directors of the Nevada Bank, San Francisco, R. H. Follis and Con. O'Conner, assumed fully nine-tenths
of the entire bonded obligation, and as it was subsequently established by the testimony of the manager of the bank the Nevada Bank did in fact furnish all the "sinews
of war" for Benson & Co. by employing counsel, etc.
In this connection reference is made to the attached letter marked exhibit N,
dated October 27, 1887, and addressed to Hon. James G. Fair, president Nevada
Bank; copy transmitted to Commissioner General Land Office with letter November 10, 1887.
It is proper to remark in this.connection that the April indictments-subsequently
~uashed because of technical defects and errors by Justice Field August 29, 1887-were
m fact drawn up by Henry S. Dibble, assistant United St.ates district attorney, who
was retained in office for some months by District Attorney Carey, and it is full as well
torememberthat at thetimetheseindictmentswere drawn H. S. Dibble (an ex-member
Louisiana returning board of 1876 of savory memory) was by common rumor reported
to be the paid attorney of the Nevada Bank.
John A. Benson, who had placed in -t he Nevada Bank as collater:11 security for
loans amounting to $293,240.31 certain power of attorney for surveying claims, was
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inclnded in seven indictments found April 2, sixteeen indictments found November
2ti, and four indictments reported F ebruary 4, 1888. The first list was published in
General Land Office Report, 1887, pages ~49, 250.
Benson was placed under bonds with R.H. Follis aml Con. O'Connor, two directors
of the Nevada Bank, for $17,500. Benson left San Francisco August 23, 1887, without
the consent of the court or that of the United States district attorney, all contrary
to the wording of bond. He was seen in Montreal, Ca,nada, in September, and was
arrested in Copenhagen, Den in ark, December rn, 18:-j7; was kept in jail there by the
Danish authorities until delivered to the Unite<l States, as represented by United
States marshal for California J. C. Frank, \\'ho arrived with him in San Francisco
February 18, 1888. Benson was confined officially, bnt was not as a matter of fact in
the Oakland jail until his release March 21, 1888. The net cost for his extradition
was $1,301.97.
Before Benson's return Judge Sawyer had granted a motion of the United States
. ?-istrict attorney declaring Benson's bonds forfeited for $15,000, one of the bonds having been " lost."
After Benson's return, and also after suit had been entered by district attorney to
collect amount on forfeited bonds, a motion was made in court by Benson's counsel
(all employed and paid by Nevada Bank), before Judge Sawyer, to set aside or rescind his order declaring his bonds forfeited. This motion was argued at length before Judge Sawyer by Hall McAllister, counsel for Benson, and by District Attorney
Carey and specia,1 counsel D. M. Delmas on part of United States. A hearing was
had on February 24, lb88; decision reserved by bis honor Judge Sawyer, and not
yet made known to date August 1, 1888.
Shortly after (in fact on same day) another motion was made by Benson's ~ouns~l
t.o have his new bonds r~duced, under bis failure to obtain which be had r~mamed m
jail. On nis arrival frcm Denmark judge Sawyer bad, on motion of U111ted States
district attorney, placed the amount of hi s new bonds at $60,000. Subsequently
Judge Sawyer heard lengthy arguments on this motion and 1·emarked from the bench
at their conclusion: "The court is of the opinion tha~ if the Nevada Bank h_as that
confidence in Mr. Benson which it asks this court to have, it should not hesitate to
give $60,000 bonds; and if on the other hand the Nevada Bank has not suffici~nt
confidence to induce them to give these bonds for $60,000 I am at a loss to perceive
why the court should have it by reducing his bonds."
Within two hours after making this unanswerable statement Judge Sawyer or·
dered the Benson bonds reduced to $30,000. Benson was at once released from Oakland jail, but not on plea of "looking for bondsmen;" and was finally released on
March 21, 1888, on new bonds approved by the United States district attorney. As
bearing on the important question who these bondsmen were, their connection and
relations with the Benson frauds and robberies of the United States, I refer to my letter to Un~te_d States District Attorney Carey dated March 21, 1888 ; ~opy transmitted
to Comm1ss1oner General Laud Office with letter dated March 19, 1888.
TESTIMONY.
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tail in my letter to district attorney dated Oc~o~er 4, 1887. Copies of all th~se, with
other highly important papers, sent to Comm1ss10ner General Land Office with letter
October 5, 1887.
.
On tl.te third clrnrge several persons were found and summoned betor~ the grand
jury, whose names were ou bonds as bondsmen for large amounts. Some of them were
given in published annual report. They each and all declared under oath that they
bad never qualified or acknowledged any such bond before a proper officer, but had
in each case signed the bonds in blank to "oblige Benson."
While the test,irnony of each was of great importance in their respective branches,
and neecl not be particnlarized (the attached list marked exhibit N giving the names
and business connection of each), yet the review of that of Walter K. Slack, ex-clerk,
J. A. Benson, may be briefly referred to without being classed as "an invidnous distinction," and hence I attach a8 part of this report two lists of "true field-notes"
sent with ruy letter to the United States district attorney, with my letter dated October 4. 1887. Copy sent to Commissioner General Lanu Office with letter October 5,
1887.

In this connection it must be remembered that Slack test,ified that nevm· to his
knowledge bad he filled out an oath to be signed, all that he ever filled out having been
signed in blank previously and "kept in stock" in Benson's office, generally both a~
deputy surveyors and as United States commissioner. I also attach as bearing
directly on the subject of Slack's testimony copy of my letter to Commisaiouer General Land Office October 1, 1887.
The second grand jnry, which was empaneled September 12, 1887, and made their
report on November 26, 1887, after bearing thirty-four witnesses (list attached marked
exhibit N), and all giving testimony more or less directly bearing on nineteen contracts (list attached marked exhibit 0), made their final report with twenty-four indictments, which were fully set out in tabulated statement submitted with my letter
to Commissioner of the General Land Office dated November 28, 1887, which are made
part of this report.
During this inYesti gation much new and highl_y important evidence was obtained,
and which is partly shown or outlined by affidavits hereinbefore referred to.
_
In connection with that of C. W. Sawyer, and as shedding light upon the direct
official_ a9tion of the then United States surveyor-general W. H. Brown, bis letter to
Comm1ss10ner General Land Office dated August 10, 1885, should be rBad with the affidavit of C. W. Sawser ; and with that of G. W. Baker should be read the summary
o_f bis verbal statement made to District Attorney Carey on April 7, 1887, at the same
time he signed and filed dismissals in the clerk's office, Uniterl States circuit cou'rt, of
two ci~il suits in his name (Nos. 4878, 4879), copies of all which papers were sent to
Commissioner General Land Office with letter April 10, 18t8.
After the filing of the second or November indictments all the peri;;ons included
were arrested and placed under bonds, the same two directors of the Nevada Bank
(H. H. Follis and Con. O'Connor) again coming forward as bondsmen for a larger part
and amount.
·
?leas in abatement and demurrers were filed by defendant's counsel (employed and
paid uy the Nevada Bank), and after full argument and numerous postponements
-and delays (always asked for and interposed by defendant's counsel), three of the
November indictments were finally ordered certified up to the United States Supreme
Conrt on a disagreement between the judges.
~ere, again, it will be well to note that Judges Sawyer and Sabin stood together
agarnst the validity of the indictments, whilst Judge Hoffman held that they were
goocl and valid.
In the drawing of the new indictments special counsel D. M. Delmas took no part,
and after demurrers were filed and argued I addressed a letter to the United States
district attorney dated January 5, 1888 (copy sent Commissioner General Land
Office with letter January 28, 188~); also second letter to United States district attorney of February 1, 1888 (copy sent Commissioner General Land Office with lette~ of .February 6, 1888). These letters were the direct and immediate cause of the
tb1r~ grancl jury, which was organized January 10, 1888. After holding numerous
se~s10111,1 and hearing a number of witnesses this jnry made its final report, together
with two indictments for conspiracy and nine indictments for perjury on February 4,
188 .

The first conspiracy indictment, based upon contract No. 397, Hy. Mey:dck, jr.,
deputy surveyor, includes J. A. Benson, M. F. Reilley, G. H. Perrin, J. R. Glover,
and John H. McNee. The second indictment for conspiracy, based upo·n. contract
No. 400, J. D. Hall, clrputy surveyor, includes J. D. Hall, J. A. Benson, G. H. Perrin,
a111l John TL McNee.
'l'lie perjnry indictments are three on J. R. Glo\'er, deputy surveyor; three on G.
H. Perriu, rleputy surveyor; three on M. F. Reillev, deputy surveyor.
Bail was fi xed on each indictment at $2 5001 and' all the persons wer-~ ~rresteq ~n(l
ave bond .
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Copies of these last indictments were sent to Commissioner General Land Office
with letter dated February 8, 1888, and my letter to Commissioner General Lancl
Office March 19, 1888; also my letter to Commissioner General Land Office April 2
1888, transmitting copy of letter to district attorney same date.
'
CIVIL SUITS ON DEPUTY SURVEYORS' BONDS.

On March 20, 1887, I first called the attention of the honorable Commissioner General Land Office, by letter, to the bonds of deputy surveyors whose contracts were
then being invest,i gat,ed by the United States grand jury, and in several subsequent
letters urged that prompt action should be taken by instituting civil suits on bonds,
informing the Commissioner that several bondsmen bad been summoned and had
appeared before the United States grand jury and bad testified that they signed all
bonds in blank and had never acknowledged them.
In reply under date of April 21, fo87, tbe honorable Commissioner inclosed a copy
of bis letter of same date (see General Land Office Report, 1887, page 257) to tho
United States surveyor-general for California, directing suits on bonds, "and also instructing me to give to the United States snrveyor-gP-neral and to the United States
district attorney all possible aid in the matter."
As all of the official papers and records in the cases enumerated had been introduc~cl
· and identified before the United States grand jury, also all of the testimony o! w.1tnesses heard before the same bodies .and in presence of the United States cltstnct
attorney, were necessarily the basis for action in snits on bonds (which testi_mony
especially wa& noted Ly the district attorney as given in a book furnished him l>y
myself), I was fully conscious that nothing more remained to be <lone on niy part
until the causes came up for trial, although I did continue to g~1t,her and collate new
and corroborative evidence from time to time, al ways communicating the same to the
United States district attorney.
On my return from Washington August 7, 1887, I found upon inqnfry tb~t tbo data
asked for by the district attorney in his letter datod May 20, 1887, to tho Un,1tecl ~ta~es
surveyor-general for California, had not been furnished np to that date .. '1 he d1stnct
attorney also informed me t4at he could do not.bing until data were receivccl.
In my letter to the honorable Commissioner of the General _Lan? 9mc~ dated September 12, 1887, I stated: "No -3,ction bas been taken to begm c1v1l smts on bonds
as directed by honorable Commissioner in May last." Again, under date of October
8, 1887, I addressed a letter to tho Unite<l. States surveyor-general in which I sa!d: "The
honorable Commissioner bas sent me a second copy of official letter E, ~pnl 21, l&i7
to you, regarding suits on bonds1 etc., and has instructed me to ascertarn .and re1l0rt
to bi.m what progress has been made in said suits. The district at,torney rnfo~ms mo
that be requested from you copies of certain records last. May, in order to bring the
suits, and bas not yot received them. Your chief clerk informs me that the pap rs
have been ready and awaiting your signature for a month past."
All the papers were sent to the district attorney that same day. . .
Again, under date January 12, 1888, I ad vised the honorable Comm1ss1oner that none
of the civil snits on bonds had yet been begun by the United States district attorney,
as requested, and I suggested that suits on all bonds of J. W. Fitzpatrick, C. w.- Sawyer, Georgo S. Collins, P. M. Norton, and W. H. Norway might be ordered JD addition to those enumerated in letter April 21, 1887; which suggestion was acted upon
by letters to the United States surveyor-general dated Februa.r y 17 and March 29,
1888.
In several subsequent letters I notified tlie honorable Commissioner of the General
Land Office that no action had been taken on civil suits on bonds.
]tor a general statement of results so far accomplii;hecl np to date August 1, 1888,
I attach the following abstract from the records Unitod States district court, clerk's
offi e, 'an Francisco:
,, THE UNITED STATES

H. E. B

I

CKLEYv:ND Jou ..: WIN-~ No.
J..'RED PEAR ON AND J HNI
HASKELL CRO MAN.
J

1189.-To recover $22,724h}l0 on bonds of United
States deputy surveyor.

,Jnly 1 ,. 1 , fil c1 complaint and exhibits A, B, C.
.
,Joly 211 ue<1 ummo.ns and th.r copie and thre certifi d copies of compla11?t·.".
A. r ~ard th s l t10n of th1 a a '' test cas "I must c1i claim all re pon 1b1lity
1t, a from my horon•Th know) cl e of all tlI t stimony attainable or y t obtain ·d I a~t l rly f th opinion that it is the wuikeflt case on the entire list, and
~l ~> ht 1. ~-~ , 1.ou~ th onl ' ·ont~act xamined h fore the United 'tat s !?rand
11r1e on
hie h no indictm n w r, found· al O because it was the onlt/ cast' of pay·
1111 ut 111: d an<~ ~Z
b . work .. ffi i~ ll;y ace 'p l, approved, aud finally ·settled during
o form ·r <11 rn1 tratwn.
o xamination in th ficlcl has ever been made of an9

fo:
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work under this contracli as stated in letter from district attorney to United States
surveyor-general dated june 5, 1885, that ~t 1f)Ould be absolutely necessa1·y t? show by
irrefragable evidence, etc. Copy sent Comm1ss10ner General Land Office with letter
July 10, 1888.
.
.
On this subject of" civil suits on bond~" I refer to the eighth paragraph_ b~gmning, "As the general government," &c., m the letter from honorable Comm1ss10ner
of the General Land Office da.ted April 21, 1887, to United States surveyor-general for
California. (General Land Office Report, ~887, page 257.)
.
:
As will appear by reference to my weekly reports I left San Francisco on ,! uly 10
and returned on July 23, and was engaged on July 18 and for several days prior and
subsequent upon an examination in the field in the lava beds of Siskiyou county,
township 41 north, range :3 east.
In mv let,ter to the Commissioner General Land Office dated November 28, ll:!87, I
said : '' The writer does not understand O! consider it to be any part of bis duty to
make comments upon the conduct of officers in other departments of the governmeut,
and bas acted upon the rule that only when it becomes necessary to show that his
own duty has been performed will he go beyond this plain duty." That I have endeavored by every legitimate means within my power most persistently and consistent,ly to have all these civil suits on bonds brought to a speedy trial, as directed ancl
desired by the Commissioner General Land Office, no fair-minded man at all familiar
with the facts can for a moment question or deny.
·
"RAILROAD INTEREST" IN "BENSON'S SYSTEM."

In my letter to W. H. Mills, land agent Central Pacific Railroad, dated March 18,
Hl88 ( copy sent to Commissioner with letter March 16, 1888), one paragraph reads as
follows:
"From definite and satisfactory evidence at hand, and which is sustained by the
official records [ of the J United States surveyor-general's office, I question the accuracy of all surveys made within railroad limits in California, and especially all surveys made in the interest of the California and Oregon Railroad and Central Pacific
Railroad, which were paid for from deposits made by these companies; and this evidence of error and fraud is more particularly appJicable to all surveys made since
September, 1873, at which time John A. Benson .,, * * received his first contract.
"The records of the United States surveyor-general's office of California show:
Deposits for surveys by California and Oregon Railroad under seventeen contracts
f?r government surveys, $60,881.17; deposits for surveys by Central Pacific Railroad,
six contracts, $56,968.35. Among the former is included contract No. 280, H. E.
Buckley, amounting to $11,497.05; and among the Central Pacific Railroad deposit
co~tracts are included contract 382, J. R. Glover, $1,120.28; con~ract 383, M. F.
Reilley, $2,815.28; contract 389, G. H. Perrin, $8,412.89; contract 232, G. W. Baker,
$30,616.81.
"These are only specimen cases and are not intended to include all. Among the seventeen contracts paid for by the California and Oregon Railroad are included one to
John A. Benson August 14, 1878, $2,889.77; and H. E. Buckley, contract No. 280,
$11,497.05.
"It may be remarked en passant that the 'estimated government liability' in this
con~ract No. 280 was $:3,UO0. Contract No. 232, G. W. Baker paid for by the Central
Pacific Railroad Company; estimated government liability, $3,500; amouµt paid for
sur"."ey, $30,616.81. And as regards Glover, Penin, and Reilly, each of these men is
restrng under from three to sixteen indictments for defradding the United States by
means of fraudulent surveys. * * *
"Referring again to the name of Henry E. Buckley, who was summoned and appeared before the United States grand jury last March and testified regarding contract 280, and bis entire ignorance of it or any other contract in his name, you are
probably not aware that a foreman named Creighton from the fourth and Townsend
. office, Southern Pacific Railroad Company, called at Buckley's house, No. 32 Garden stre~t, San Francisco, on April 8, 1887, about 8 p. m., and advised and urged
Buckley m effect to leave town as quick, go away as far, and stay away as long as
be could." * .,. "
Mr. Mills, on receipt of above letter, wrote to the honorable Commissioner General
La1;1d Office regarding its contents, and was advised in reply, letter E, April 21, 1888,
as follo:ws: " " . * '' That certain irregular if not illegal transactions in the mat_ter
of makmg deposits or rer,ayments in behalf of the railroad company for prospective
surveyM 'Yere made by your predecessor as ]and agent, is admitted in your ~etter of'
~be 13th rnstant. * * * It is useless to deny that a general 'understandmg' existed between John A. Benson and company and certain officers of railroad companies, within the limits of whose land grants the v.1st area of fraudul~nt survey_s purport to.have been executed; also, that the reqnisite 'repayments,' w1~h and without
'selections' of land, were promptly furnished in connection with elastic contracts referred to.'' * • *
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From all the evidence obtained and briefly outlined in the foregoing report three
concl usions are self-evident, viz:
(lY The General Land Office has been ready at any and all times to go into court
and establish beforp, any fair-minded jury the absolute truth of every charge ever
made by any of its officers regarding the '' Benson francts."
(2) No part in or responsibility for any of the numerous postponements, delays, or
enors of any kind are properly charge2 lJle to the General Laud Office.
(3) The Interior Department, being the client in all these cases (thirty-two civil
suits on bonds and seventy-six indictments founcl by United States grand juries), is
not called upon to do more than furnish the evidence and thus substantiate its
charges, and this it has already done in the -finding of indictments.
No charge of lack of sincerity of purpose, or that necessary courage which is born
of a thorough conviction of the absolute truth of every charge made, can be properly or truthfully made against the General Land Office, or its representative agent
who was instructed to assist the United St[ttes <listrict attorney.
The well known and fa.r reaching influence of tbe two greateMt, powers on the Pn.cific coast, The Nevada Bank aud The Southern Pacijio Company, bas not deterred the
General Land Office or its special agent from presenting the proof of their direct interest in these gigantic frauds, nor caused the slightest supp1·essio veri in order to
pacify their enmit,y or gain their good will.
Respectfully submitted.
C. F. CONRAD,
Examiner of Surveys and Special Agent General Land Office.
SAN FRANCISCO., CAL., August 1, 18Ei8.
[A.-S. H. Brooks, assistant treasurer U. S. to Special Agent C. F. Conrad, San Francisco, Cal.,
May 7, 1887.)
I beg to inclose herewith memoranda furnishing information desired in your comr:nun~cation ?f ~th
inst., and to stat<1 in compliance with your r equest for my opinion that I hardly tbmk 1~ P!'acticable
for tho certificates covering the transactions of the days indicated to have been issued w1tbm regular
or prescribed office hours.
Surveys, etc., under section 2401, R. S.
July 13, '82, ctf.198 to 532, inc . .............•.....•................•...•••.•••••••••••.•..•.. $56,910.00
.Tnlyl4, '.82, none.
_
_
21 775 29

~~}~ }~:.~~:~ff. ~it\~ iii·,\!~·-·_·:.:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~:::::::::::::::::::::::~~~
102,395.29
("B.-Register A. C. Bradford to Special Agent C. F. Conrad, .Tune 15, 1887.]
In answer to your enquir.v concerning certificates of special deposits accepted at this office in payment of land, I tind as follows:
C. of D. No. 588, dated July 15, 1882, is1med to Andrew Delaney, for $280.00; accepted a!I part J?aY·
ment on cash entry, Aug. 21, '82, No. 83F6, Malinda McClnre, widow of John McClure, for lots 1, 2, 3,
and 4, sec. 14, 1.'. 11 S., R. 6 E., M. D. M. (Commute,! H. E)
C. of D. No. 502, dated Julv 13, '82, W. K. Uenniso u, for $200; accepted as payment on cash entry
No. 8394, Aug. 23, '82, .Tarots F. DevPnvill, for lot 1, E. t of NW. ¼ and SW.¼ of NE.½, sec. 7, 'l'. 20 N.,
R. 10 W., M.JJ. M., 160 acrrs. (Pre-emption entry.)
C. of D. No .. 503, dated .Tul_v 13, '82, W. K. Dennison, for $200; accepted as payment on cash entry
No. 8395, Robert B. Forney , Aug. 23, 1882, for E. ½ of SE.¼ and SE.¼ of N.E. ¼, sec. 20, and W. ¼ of
NW.¼ sec. 21, T. 20 N .. R. 10 W., M. D. M., 160 acres. (Pre-emption entry.)
U. of 0. No. 504 and No. 505, dated July 13, 1882, W. K. Dennison for $i00.00; accepted as pa,'.D
· mMent
on ca h entry No. 8403, Cuthbert attrass, Aug. 25, 1882, for SE.¼ Sec. 22, T.19 S., R. 10 E., M. · •,
160 acres. (Pre-ereption eutr-y.)
C. ofD. No. 506, dated ,Jnly J:J, 1882, W. K. Dennison for $200; accepted as payment on cash entryd
No. 8406, GeoTg Vanderford, Aug. 20, 1882, for SW. ¼ of NE. a, SE.¼ of NW. ¼,NW.¼ of SE. ¼, an
NE. ¼ of SW.¼, cc. 13, T. 20 N., R.11 W., M. D. M., Hi0 acr s. (Pre-emption entry.)
C. ofD. No. 423, datecl Jul y 13, 1882, D. W. Hawley tor $200; accepted as part payment on cash ntry
No. 8520, James And r on, Nov. 14, lll8?, for lot 7, NE. ¼of SE.¼ and E. ½of NE.¼, Sec. 32, T. 20 S., R.
3 E., M. D. M., $1.00. Pr1·-emption ntry and cash rntrv No. 8:321 David Castro. Nov. 14, 1882, for lot
5, SE.¼ of SW. , aud - . ! of SW.¼, ec.'4, 'l'. 20 S., R. 2 E. , M. n.'M., !j:199.00. (Pre-emption entry.)

IC--

-'I;· Brook

, Assistant Treasurer

nit d tates, to Special Agent C. F. Conrad, San Francisco,
Cal., June 16, 1887. J

A ~equeeted by you, I inclo. e her with true copies of stubs Noe. 502,503,504,505, and 506, showing
po I on ccount of u.rveys July lath, 188i!.
onn 1707: urv ya.
To. 502. ,Jul~· 13, 1882. D po itor, W. K. D nnisou. f:omco of receipt: $200.
E. Is u d: Original, dupli t , and triplicat
T. 32 ., R.
E., M. D. :M.
.
Fonn 1707: ·urn · .
o. f>03. July 13, 1 2. D po itor, W. K. D •nniAon. Sonr ·eofreceipt: $200.
. I, u <l : 01 lfCinal, 1lnpll ·at ·, and t ri1,licat .
'X. 3.! ., R. G4 .E., . D. l!.
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torm 1707:

Surveys.
No. 50i. July 13, 1882. Depositor, W. K. Dennison. Souroe of receipt: f200.
E. Issued : Original. d1tplicate, and triplicate.
T. 32 S., R. 65 E., M. D. M.
Form 1707: Surveys.
No. 505. July 13, 1882. Depositor, W. K. Dennison. Source of receipt: $290.
E. !saned: Original, duplicate, and triplicate.
T. 32 S., R. 65 E., .M. D. M.
.
Form 1707 : Surveys.
.
No. 506. Jul.v 13, 1882. Depositor, W. K. Dennison. Source efreceipt: $200.
E . . Issued: Original, d-..plicate, and triplicate.
T. 32 S., R. 65 .E., .M. D. M.
(D.-Surveyor.Gen'l R. C. Hammond to Special Agent C. F. Cenrad, San Francisco, Cal., June 16,
1887.J
Replying to your letter of even date I beg to state that tbe records of this office do not show the
name of W. K. Dennison as a depot1itor for the survey of T. 32 S., Rs. 64 and 65 E., M. D. M., nor does
that name appear on the register of tthis office as an applicant for the survey of the said township or for
any other township, covering a period from July 1, 1881, to June 30, 1883, inclusive.

E.-Stattment showing nama of deputy con.trB,Ctor, nu~er of certificate, tlate of deposit, number 11nd
dau of contract, location of certificate, etc.
Name of deputy.

No. of
certificates.

Dafie deposit. No.con·
tract.

Chas. Holcomb ............
Do .•••••••••••...•.
Do .•..•.••••••.•.•••
Do .•••••.•....••.••.
Do ..................
Do .•••••.•••••......
Do ..........••••....
Do ............... ...
G.W.Baker ••••••..••.••.
Do .••••••••••••••••.
Do .••.••.•.•••••.••.
W. H. Nurway .......•••••

198 to 245
961 to 989
1261 and 1262
1841 to 1848
1850 and 1851
1853 to 1867
1869 to 1871
1875 to 1888
991 to 1011
1202 to 1260
1293 to 1339
1568 to 1612

July 13, 1882
July 21, 1882
July 26, 1882
Aug. 3, 1882
... . do .......
.... do ......
.... do ..•..•.
.... do .......
July 22, 1882
July 26, 1882
July 27, 1882
Aug. 1,1882

used in
Certi:fi. Date
Francisco
cateNo. San
land office.

Date
contract.
I

Name of deputy.

Location of where
used.

Chas. Holcomb .....
Do ...•••....•..
Do ....••..•.••.
Do ......••.....
Do .............
Do .......•.....
Do ... ....•••.. .

M.D.M.
T.20S.,R.3E ....
T.20 N., R.10 W ..
.••. do .•••••...•...
T.19 S., R. 15 E ...
.... do .............
T.20N.,R.11 W ..
T.llS., R.6E ....

July 26, 1882
423 Nov. 14, 1882
.••. do ...••.•
502 Aug. 23, 1882
. ••. do ..••••.
503 .. .. do .••••••
.••• do •..•••.
50i Aug. 24, 1882
. .•• do •...••.
505 . ... do ... ....
. •.. do .•.••..
506 Aug. 29, 1&82
. ... do ....... ......... ······· ····-··
July 13, 1882
588 Aug. 21, 1882
Nov.15, 1881 ··· ··-·· ··········----

issi ............. . -.. --..... -..

........ . ........... .........
273 ·jcl.y 21:
279 Aug. 3, 1882 ............. .......................

Certificates used
by-

survey ap·
Depesit made by- Where
plied for.

M.D.M.
David Castro ....... D. W. Hawley ....
Jas. F. Devenville . . W. K. Dennison ... T. 32 S., R. 64 E.
.... do .............
0
Do.
. ... do ............. T. 32 S., R. 65 E.
. ... do ............... .... do .......••.•••
Do.
George Vanderford . .... do .•...... .....
Do.
Malinda .McClure ... Andrew Delaney .

~~r:b~it N1!.11ras·s·:

Certiftcafies of deposit from 245 to 961 fail to fuul
Meridian.
245 to 285 .•.•........•.•••••..••••. G. and
S. R. M.
533 to 816 .......................... G. and S. R. M.
1012 to 1028 .•.•••..•.....•.....•... G. and S. R. M.
394 to 523 ..•.•.....••.•••••...•.•...••. •. M. D. M.

u. s.

271
271
271
271
271
271
271
269
232

SURVEY0R·GENERAL'S OFFICE,

Oll

the rec0rds of this office.

II 817 to 864 ...............................Meridian.
. M. D. M .
991 to 1011 ............................... M. D. M.
961 to 990 ... J . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . H. M.
245 .•......•......•...••....•...•..•••••.••. H. M.

S«,n Fr~o, 041,l., June 15, 18i,7.

tF.-Cuthbert Nattra.ss, Peach Tree, Cal., te ~iaJ. .A.gent C. F. Conrad, July 23, 1887.J
I rec. to.day a letter frem you having peat-mark June 18tla, ult. Where it has beeu all tlt.is time I do
not know.
You say the records show that I presented and had accepted certificates No. 504 and 505, dated July
1!3, 1882. Now, sir, I know nothing about any certificates. When I proved up on tbe land men·
tioned in T.19 S., R.10 E., sec. 22, I paid $400, gold coin, the records to the contrary notwithstanding.
[G.-Register A. C. Bradferd to Special Agent C. F. Conrad, San Francisco, Cal., A.aguet S, 1SS7.J
In answer to your letter of this date, enclosing a letter from Cuthbert Nattrass, of Pea-0h Tree P. 0 ..
Monterey Co., Cal., in reference to his pre.emption entry on the SE.¼ of sec. 22, T.19 S., R.10 ,E., .M.D.
M., and the payment for the same, I have to state that the records of this office show that .Mr. Nattrass
paid for said land, 160 acres, $400, on 25 August, 18821..-cash entry, and that this amount was paid by a
certificate of deposit No. 504 for $200, issued to W. A. Dennison on 13 July, 1882, and by a certificate
of deposit No. 505 for $200, bearing the same date and issued to the same person.
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H.-E:xamination and report dated June 4, 1888, by J. R. Mauran, respecting surveys of certain ton.
ships.]
An examination of the records show that all of the townships named in this estimate were included
in a contract to Henry M,eyrick, jr., No. 1, dated Mar,ch 4, 1885, except Tp. 9 N., R. 32 w., s. B.
M.; Tp. 10 N., R. 21 W., S .. B. M.; Tp. l'l N., R. 22 W., S. B. M.; Tp. 10 N., R. 23 W., S. B. M.; Tp.
10 N. ~ 32 W., S. B. M., whrnh I can not find any record of any contract for. No field.notes have ever
been ~eceived for any surveys under this estimate, except those of Meyrick's contract.
This estimate was made in the draughting.room under my direction and supervision.

Estima,tea for surveys of the f oll"'1'im,g tMfflBhips.
In this estimate liD.es collllllen·to two townships are charged only once:
~mount. Surveys. Office.
T. 9 N ., R. 82 W., S. B. M'nRanch lines, 1½ miles, at $16 ......................................... .
Section lines, 1 mile, at t14 ......................................... . . .
Office work .......................................................... .

Total ............ - .......... - ......................... . ...... .
Patrick Cottle:
T.10 N., R. 21 W., S. B. M'nToWLship lines, 5 miles, at $16 ....................................... .
Section lines, 19½ miles, at $14 ..... .............................. ..... .
Office work ..... . .................................................. . . .

Total ......................................................... ..
David Brady:
T.10 N., R. 22 W., S. B. M'nTownship lines, 6A miles, at $11 ...................................... .

~~~!~::~·-~.~.-.~~·.~~.~~~

::::::::::::::::::: :::::~:::: ::::::: :::: :: :

Total .......................................................... .

$24 ~
14 S
50

$1

38

88

2~i }

800
75 ........ ..

50

428

104 t
70 j

174

· 60 .•.•••..•.

40

234

Frank Williams:

T. 10 N., R. 23 W. , . B. M'n-

Township lines, 7½miles, at $16 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••
~tion lines, 26 miles, at $14 .••..••••..••••.•••.••••••••••••••..•••.•.
ce work . ..................................................... . . . . .
Total . ................................................ , ........ .

mi

850

75 •·••••· • • ·

50

659

David Brady:
T.10 N .,R.32W., .B.M'n-

'4.~i\i.es a!t!f,·····
.......................................
............................................

1
~~~!nliifu
ffice work .'... ....• : . ..

:

}

................................ -- . --- .. --·. --. ---...

170

John Willoy :
T . 21 8., R. llE., :M.. D.M:'nb rn tlo~ ~ ok , 17 mile , at
r ...... ... .. .......... ..................................... .
To

238

Total

.u..........................................

... .. ..... ... . .. . .... .. .... ·-···· ........... --···· .... ···--·

120

60 ·••••••••·

288

60

298

48

490

S~

850

i

400

6t

75 . .•

618

~

75 •••••• • ••·

50

585

················· ·:·............ . , ........_---·---- . ·-······- ..
....................................... ··-· ............. .

126
60

1B6

126

40
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PUBLIC LANDS.
Estimates for survey, of the following townships-Continuea.

Amount. Surveys. Office
John McCormic:
T. 25 S., R. 6 E., M. D. M'n'.lownsbip lines, 5 miles, at $16 .••.••••••••••••••••.••.•••.•••••••••••.
Ranch lines, 2 miles, at $16 .••••••••••••••••••••••.•••..•••••.••••••••.
Section lines, 15 miles, at $14 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••.
Office work .••..••.••.••. ••••.••.•••..••.•••••••••••••••••••••.•••.•••.

$80
32
210
75

Total .•••••.•..•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••.

397

J'ames Maguire:
T. 25 S., R. 7 E., M. D. M'nTownsbip lines, 4 miles, at $16 .••.•••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••
Ranch lines, 13 miles, at $16 ••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••.••..••.
Section lines, 27 miles, at $14 .••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.
Office work .....••••••••••••. ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••.

208
378
100

64

}
$250

}

$50

450
50

750

Total ...................................................... .
James Maguire:
T. 25 S., R. 8 E., M. D. M'nRanch lines, 2½miles, at$16 •.••••••••••••••••••••••• - ••••••••• : ••••.
Section lines, 10½ miles, at $14 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••.
Office work ..•...••••.. ••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••.••••••.••..••.
Total ...•...••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••.•...

1!~ }
187
75 .•••••.••.

50

262
'====l

William Doyle:
T. 25 S., R. 10 E., M. D. :M'nSection lines, 2½ miles, at $U .... ...........................•..........
Office work .................. ........................................ .
Total ..•....••••

35

35

50

50

85

William Murray:
T. 25 fl., R.11 E., M. D. M'nHection lines, 5 miles, at $14 ..•...•..•.•.•...•....•. -···· ••••••......
Office work . ......................................................... .

70
50

Total ............................... -····· ••••••••••••••.••••••

120

70

50

Henry A. Law:

T. 27 S., R. 16 E., M. D. M'n-

Section Jines, 38½ miles, at $14 .. .....••••••.....•••••.••..••..•••... ...
Office work ....•••..•..••.••••.••••••.•••••••••••.•••••••••••••••...•.

539

Total ..•....••.•.•••...•.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••.•••..

614

Thomas Williams :
T. 28 S., R. 18 E., M. D. M'nTownship lines, 5 miles, at $16 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•• .
Section lines, 10½ miles, at $14 .••••..••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••..•.
Office work .......••••••.••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••...•.

80
147
60

75

189
60

Total .....•.• .'..•.•••.•.•••••••••••••••••• ·-· •••• · •••.•••••..•.

249

Total ........••.•..•••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•..
Angelo Tonne:
T. 31 S., R. 13 E., M. D. M.'nTownsh!p lines, ~miles, at $16 ....................................... .
Ranch lmes,4m es,at$16 .•••.•••••••••.••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Section lines, 5 miles, at $14 . .•....••••..•..•••.•••.•..•...••.•........
Office work ......•.....••••.••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••.••..••.
Total .••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••..

50

450
50

287

Total ...... ·························-························· ·
Martin Holland:
T. 30 S., R. 18 E., M. D. M'nSection lines, 13½ miles, at $14 ...... ................................... .
Office work ........................................................... .

Luis Morris:
T. 31 S., R.11 E., M. D. M'nTownsbip lines, 2 miles, at$16 ..•..• ...•...•••••..•••..................
Ranch lines, 7 miles, at $16 ........................................... .
Section lines, 15 miles, at $14 ..... .......•........•....................
Officework .........•...•••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••.•••.••.

450

140
60

I===~
32 }
112
210

2501

75 ·· - - · ·

50

429

56 }
64
70

190

50 ........ ..

240

50

202

REPORT OF TIIE SECRE'r.A.RY OF THE INTERIOlt
Estimstes for 8'UT1Jey8 of the following town,hipa-Continued.
Amount. Surveys. Office.
J. V. Jessie:

'r. 32 S., R. 16 ·E ., M. D. M'nTownship lines, 4 miles, at $16 .•••••••••••••••••••••••••••. ••••••••••••
Section lines, 23 miles, at $14. • • . • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . •• • • • • • •••.•.•••.
Office work----· •••.••••••.•• •••.•••••••••.••••••••••••••••••• ·.: •••••.

$64 l
•300
322 S "'
75 .••••..••.
461

Total .••. •••••••••••••••••.•••••• ••••••••.•••••••••••.•••. n

••••

7,119

5,744

1,375

K.-General report on the Ben,on cases, .August 1, 1888.
[Contracts approved by Theo. Wagner.J

No.of Da.teofcon.
con.
tract.
tract.

Name of deputy.

Esti.
Limitation of mated Ila.·
contract.
bility.

July 25, 1878 A. T. Hermann .. . . May 1, 1879
July 23, 1878 W. F. Benson ...•. Mar. 1, 1879
.•. . do ..••••. G. W. Baker ...... Mar. 9,1879
23 .••. do ..••.•. L. D. Bond .. ... .• . Mar. 1, 1879
24 .•.. do ....... M. F. Reilly ...•... . ... do .......
78 Apr. 23, 1879 W. F. Benson ..... Jan. 1, 1880
79 .... do ...... . G. W. Baker ...... .... do .......
107 Aug. 9, 1879 S. A. Hanson ...... .... do ... ....
115 Oct. 6, 1879 J. L.McCoy ...•••. Mar. 1, 1880
119 Oct. 11, 1879 J. R. Glover .•••••• June 1, 1880
121 Oct. 20, 1879 N. L. Berdan ...... Feb. 1, 1880
132 Oct. 21, 1879 George S. Collins •. June 1, 1880
.... do ...•...
186 Nov. 13, 1879
189 Nov.11, 1879 w.01eB~!:k_e.~: May 1, 1880
141
Nov.19, 1879 James E. Woods .. July 1, 1880
146 Nov. 20, 1879 .... do .............. June 1, 1880
149 Deo. 8, 1879 A. T. Hanson .. ... May 1, 1880
150 Oct. 19, 1879 N. L. Bel'dan ... •. July 1, 1880
152 Dec. 2, 1879 .A. P. Hanson •.... June 1, 1880
167 Nov. 22, 1879 L. B. Gorham ..... June 80, 1880
169 .Apr. 8, 1880 O. F. Putnam .... . .... do ..... . .
172 Jan. 26, 1880 J. R. Glover ...•.. .... do . ......
173 Jan. 9, 1880 C. Herman ........ .. .. do . .. ....
174 Deo. 3, 1879 M. F. Reilly . ..•... June 1, 1880
175 Jan. 26, 1880 S. A. Hanson ...•.. June 80, 1880
182
Doc. 2, 1879 S. W. Brunt . ..•... Dec. 31, 1880
184 Jan. 23, 1880 S • .A. Hanson ....•. .... do ...•...
185 Jan. 23 , 1880 George W. Baker . .. .. do .......
194 June 20, 1880 W. H. Myrick ... •. Jan. 81, 1881
195 July 20, 1880 .. . . do . ........ ..... May 81, 18~1
120 Oct. 10, 1879 W. H.Norway ..• . Jan. 1,1880
120 J nne 20, 1880 . ... do .. ............ .. • . do .....•.
203 May 28, 1881
... . . ........... .
208 Mar. 1, 1881 ~tr~~rd~~o~:::: Dec. 81, 1881
209• July 5, 1881 D. C. Hall .... .. ... Dec. 31, 1881,
extended to
.Aug. 4, 1883
210
Ang. 2, 1881 W. H. Norway ..•. J nne 80, 1882
214 .Aug.19, 1881
.••. do .......
222 July 29, 1881
..•. do ...•.•.
232 Nov. 15, 1881 G.W.Baker ...... June80,1882,
extended to
Dec.31,1882.
242 Jan. 6, 1881 C. F. Putnam •.•. . June 30, 1882
276 July 31, 1881 D. M.Hill ........ . Deo. 81, 1882
11
15
17

~.W.F~J;~:.~::

Total. - ....................

-- . . ................

Amounts certified~
U.S. surveyor.gener Amount
paid.

$1,878.71
2,842.85
5,298.37
5,849. 78
4,740.94
7,717.86
5,963.11
7,781.51
5,254.06
3,854.91
5,572.27
7,211.70
6,596.83
11,657.65
7,702.96
7,551.60
17,017.36
15,644.70
19,615.15
9,210.64
28,455.78
24,836. 85
8,088.06
9.174. 88
27,4fi2.24
17,739.38
9,219.81
8,818.88
5,887.29
2,912.74
7,092.58
8,197.56
.... ..........
··· ··----8,000
30,839.40
3,000
10,669, 68
$1,100
2,800
3,000
3,000
8,000
5,000
5,000
4,375
2,800
3,000
3,000
3,000
3,000
3,000
3,000
3,000
3,000
5,000
5,000
8,000
2,000
4,000
3,000
4,000
4,000
4,000
3,000
8,000
2,500
2,500
3,000

Theo.
Wagner.

W.R.
Brown.

............... ...............

$2,855.48 ...............
$1,053.00
4,147.70
6,129.72 --- --··· ·· .
1,225.72
3 613. 87
935. 08
7,717.36
2, 0\'9. 04
5,962.51
2,289.91
4,990.81
1,870.99
3,938. 99
376. 06
2,947.67
414. 67
5,564.48
639. 03
7,235.42
1,082.27
5,515.56
1,214.34
10,484.68
819. 50
7,775.50
938. 85
0, 612. 75
9,626.75
8,281. 21
6,859.80
8,712.90
7,113.33
12,580.88
6,815.64
2,849.88
10,087.67
13,428.24
10,958.20
13,678.79
4,788.68
8,185.49
2,172. 74
6,768.68
4,442.60
28,022.36
1,376. 52
16,483.93
9,219.31
6,704.00 · · 2,"ias."is
4,204.06
1,544.62
1,688. St
1,310.44
7,092.58
i2il: s1
6,210.88

····f

...... ... ....... -- ---- -·····
7,276.89
28,019.08
2,474.81

8,518.88

5,000
5,000
2,000
3,500

7,080.15
13,895.80
2,954.82
23,668.82
.....
..... ... . .
14,243.15
8,518.75
30,616.81

12,441.23
20,709.50
14. 243. ]5
21,116.95

1,000
9,650

5,158.89
16,758.86

.·--·--······
........ .. ....

5,178.01
16,751.74

183,725

455,673.12

265,045.47

1114, 539. 66
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PUBLIC LANDS.
K.-G,nerill report on the Benson cases, .A..ugust 1, lSSS-Co•tinued.
[Contracts approved by W. H. Brown.)

No.o1 Date of con·
contract.
tract.

Name of deputy.

279
280
294
309
311
325

Ang. 3, 1882
Aug. 30, 1882
.Jan. 3, 1882
.June 6, 1883
.June 27, 1883
Sept. 21, 1883

W. H. Norway ....
H. E. Buckley ....
C. W. Sawyer .....
.J. D. Hall .........
... . do ..............
George W. Pearson

346
352
364
365!
366
389

Mar. 6, 1884
May 26,1884
Aug. 25, 1884
Sept. 3, 1884
.... do .......
Dee. 24, 1884

f.G. il.J!~~:::.::::
H. Perrin ....•..

390

.Jan. 6, 1885 C. F. Ragsdale ...•.
Total ..

M. F. Reilly .......

H. Myrick1 jr .••••.
G.H.Perrm .......

Amounts certified by
U. S. surveyor-general-

Esti.
Limitation of matedliacontract.
bility.

Amount
paid.

Dee. 31, 1882
..•. do .......
June 30, 1883
Dec. 31, 1883
June 30, 1884
June 30, 1883,
extended to
Dec. 31,.1884.
June 30, 1885
June 30, 1884
June ao, 1885
.... do .... ...
.... do .......
June 30, 1885,
extended to
Dec. 31, 1885.
J nne 30, 1885

$6,357.04
11,497.05 - . ---7,124.15 ------e···"
8,481.38
6,641.20 .............
7,212.67 .............

$6,400
3,000
5,000
5,000
5,453
5,000
3,500
3,800
3,500
600
4,400
6,770
3,670

-----·· ........ -- .. -.. ............... -56,093

W.R.
Brown.

Theo.
Wagner.

----········
---- ..
-----·······

$6,556.42
11,523.59
10,509.32
10,511.55
6,761.20
7,212.67

············
............
-- ...... -------...
·-- -········ .....
----------·· ......-·.---..
-----·······
·······-···· .............

5,938.30
5,564.86
4,946.26
1,438.18
6,023.12
8,412.89

3,500.00
5,456.86

3,584.26

...............

4,776.44.

59,854.61

. ...........

90,174.80

[ll.-Statement of aec't-Ja.mes E. Woods & John A. Be»son.]
Surveys made, a.m't'g to .................................................................. $350,000.00
Deduct expenses, viz:
01:;.a.s. O. Brown, att'y ........................... ., .............................. $17, 500

t!ill~t!!!!ii!!!!!!!i!!!Iiiffii!!ff!i!!ff!!!!i!!!!!!U!!iiifii ~I

171,000.00

BaJ.anc·e .... .... .. ...... .... .. ...... •••••• •••• ........ •• •••••• ...... ...... ...... .... ••

179,000.00

Divided e'3:ally gives to ea.eh ............................................................. .
Deduct .J. . Wood's personal exp's ...................... ................................. .

89,500.00
31,000.00

Balance due J.E. Woods . .......................................................... ..

58,500.00

-----

1
I: ggg
====
w ·ork done am't'g to ..................................................................... ,__
350,000

~:i~ ~!r8:8c~~ii~:~m~ ~e;:::: :::: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :::::::::::::::: ::::::
5

Expense of work paid by.
J.E.Woods ........................................................................... .

36,000, int. for 1881. ................................................................ - .. .
60,000, int. for 1882 ................................................................... ..
100,000, int. for 1883 ................................................................... .
36,000, int. for 1884 .................................................................... .

70,000
6,000
15,000
3,000
3,000
5,000
8,000
3,000

J.E.Woods ............................................................................... .
J. A. Ben11on .................................................................... -... -..... .

237,000
30,000
30,000

l!:~1ii.~t:°i1·~-T?.;~~;~::::::::::::::::·: : ~::::~::::::::::::::::::::.::::::::::

Balance........................................................ .....................
177,000
Property rec'd from Doroney & Grant, consisting of 14 mules, one span gray horses, one, bay horse,
one bay pony, one bl'k pony, 2 solar compasses, 3 old wagons, and harness for 8 span, valued at:~;:.::: ::: : : : ::: ::: : : : : :: : ::::::::::: :::::: :: : :: : : : : : : : : :: : : : : :: : ::: ::::::::: ::: : : : :: : : : : : :: : : : 1,

~gg

fi!fl::::::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::~~:::::::::: :::::::: :::::::::::::::: ~: : :::::: :::::::::::: ail

2,050
Rec'd from J. R. Glover & M. T. Reiley a.bout 30 head of worn-out ponies & pony mules, and 3 old
wai;ons, and old harness enough for 4 or 5 span, which were kept at my expense in or near Ogd~n,
until tl1ey were capable of being used; then, by order, 7 head of mustangs & 2 old wagons, with
harness, &o., turned over to J. W. Donnelly, at Oj?den, and nine mules & a pony & accoutrement&
tu.med over to .J. R. Glover, by order. Among the mules J. R. Glover rec'd were 3 that belonged to
me so that if there iii any difference in that transaction it is in favor of .J. E. Wood11.
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N.-Names of witnes,es_examined before the said grandjuryo n finding the foregoing indictment.

J<;>hn C. Ruddick, chf.clerk; Harvey A.. :J;,ight, "note'' maker; James H. Murphy, resident Hen~ocmo C?.; M. V .. Helm, res1de~t Mendocmo Co.; _Frank yan D_vke, resident Mendocino Co.; wm.
1am McKmney, res~den~ Mendocmo Co.; C. A. Mellv1llti, resident Mendocino Co.; John D. Hall, depy.
suyr. ; Henry Myrick, Jr., depy. suyr.; C. W. Sawyer, depy. suyr.; J. W. Fitzpatrick depy sury .
James :i::i:- (?rossman, bondsm!n; Mrs. Frederick K; Harri~on; J. H. WildeB, chf. draft~man ; Jam~~
R. Magmms, ex-clerk; H. E. Buckley, depy. suyr. ; C. ] . Conrad, spl. agt. ; Geo. S. Colline, depy.
suyr. ; John W. Pearson, bondsman; John H. Crossman, tondsman; Marcus Hart, bondsman; Frank
J. Buckley, depy. suyr.; Walter K. Slack, clerk J. A. B.; R obert White, Mendocino Co., Joseph
Davidson, Mendocino Co.; J. S. O'Neil, Mendocino Co.; John S. Reed, Mendocino Co.; T . T.'Tidbal~
notary public; Charles Holcomb, depy. suyr.; B. W. Childs, depy. suyr.; M. F. Reilly, depy. euyr.;
George Miller, bondsman; John A. Robinson, ex-chf. clerk; :R.. P. Hammond, jr., suyr. genl.; J. R.
Mauran, ex-chf. draftsman; L. D. Craig; notary public; Theodore Reichert, partner J. A. B.; W. H.
Brown, ex-suyr. genl.; C. F. Ragsdale, depy. suyr.
0

0.-List of contracts presmted for examin9,tion before U. S. grand jury org1J,niua Sept. 12, 1887.
I

Number.

Name.

Date of:finaloath
by dep'ty su'y'r.

Number.

Contract 365 ..
Contract 365½ .
Contract 366 ..
Contract 368 •.
Contract 377 ..
Contract 370 .•
Contract 376 ..
Contract 379 ..
Contract 381 ..
Contract 382 ..

P.M. Norboe ..
G. H. Perrin ...
Ry. Myrick, jr .
Geo. W. Baker.
Geo. )I. Perrin .
J.R.Glover ....
Chas.Holcomb .
Chas.Holcomb .
J. D. Hall ......
J. R. Glover ....

August 25, 1884.
Sept. 3, 1884.
Sept. 3, 1884.
Sept. 23, 1884-.
Oct. 23, 1884.
Oct. 1, 1884-.
Oct. 22, 1884.
Nov. 8, 1884.
Nov. 18, 1884.
Nov. 20, 1884.

Contract 383 .
Contract 385.
Contract 389 .
Contract 390 .
Contract 395 .
Contract 397 .
Contract 400 .
Contract 401 .
Contract 378 .

Name.

Date of final oath
by dep'ty su'y'r.

M. :F·. Reilley .... Nov. 20, 1884.
G. H. Perrin ..•. Dec. 2, 1884.
G. H. Perrin .... Dec. 24, 1884.
Jan'y 5, 1885.
Feb'y 18, 1885.
Hy. Myrick,jr .. March 4, 1886.
J. D.Hall . ...... .A.pril 16, 1886.
G. H. Perrin .... April 16, 1885.
J. W'. Fitzpat- Nov. 4, 1884.
rick.

~i::·:~ri~: ::

[P.-Gov. Eugene Temple, Olympia, W. T., to the Commissioner Gen'l Land Office, Sept. 17, 1887.l
In compliance with your request in letter of September 8 to be furnished with copies of all letters
and papers relating to the application for appointment as notary public of Frank J. Bu~kloy, Oc~.
17, 1883, I have the honor to state thnt after diligent s·earch I have not been able to find m _tb1s
office, or in the office of the secretary of the Territory, anyrecordsor:files other tha.n the ones cert1fie<l
copies of which are herewith inclosed.
·
The usual routine in the appointment of notaries bas b een an application addressed to the_governor
or secretary and approved by the governor, upon which a commission iosues after the a~plicant has
complied with the law. In this case the application and approval are absent from tbe files, and exGovernor Newell bas no remembrance of the transaction.
In closures : 1. Copy of oath of office; ll. Copy of entry in governor's record.
UNl'l'F.D STATES OF .A.MERJCA,
· Territory of Washington, Office of the Secretary:
I , N. H. Owings, secretary of tbe Territory of Washington and custodian of the great seal, do
hereby certify that I have· car efully compared the annexed copy of writing, 'i. e., oath of o!fice of
Frank J. Buckley as notary public in and for the county of Yakima, Territory of Washmgton,
with the original now on file in my office, and that the same is a correct transcript therefrom ancl of
the whole of said original.
·
In testimony whereof I have herennto set my hand and affixed the great seal of said TeITilory, at
Olympia, this 12th day of September, 1887.
[SEAL.}
N. H. OWINGS,
Secretary of the Territor'I.J,
UNITED STATES OF AMEUJC.A,
Territory of Washington, Oounty of Yakima, ss:
I, Frank J . Ilnckley, do solemnly swear that I am a citizen of the United States and of the Territory of Washington, that I am twenty-one yeard of age, and that I have resided in said Territory f(!r
six months; I do further swear that to the best of myknowledie and ability I will support and defend
the Constitution of the United States against all enemies, fore1gu and domestic; that I will bear true
faith and allegiance to the same, and that I will well and faithfnlly discharge the duties of the office of
notary public in and for the county of Yakima, Territory of Washington; so l1elp me God.
]'RANK J, BUCKLEY.
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 10th day of October, A. D.1883.

,T..urns H.

!SEAL.)

NAYLOL<,

Notary Public.
(Endor ed:) Oath of office and impression of seal of F. J. Buckley, notary public, appointed 14th
ept., 1883. Commissioned 17 O,·t., 1883. P. O. address, Ellensburg, Yakima. county, Washington
'l' rr1tory. •iled in tbe office of the secretary of the Territory of' ·w ashington 17th day of October,
A. D. 1883.
( ign d :)
N. H. OWINGS,
SecretariJ,
UNITED ST~TES OF A.MERICA,
TERRITORY OF WASHINGTON, S&CRET.ARY'S OFFICE,
Olympia, 17 Oct., 1883.
IR: 1 have the honor herewith to inform yon that his excellency the governor has this day comm loned you a notary public in and for tbe county of - - , Territory of Washington. Inclo ed
pl e find a copy of the law r 1 ting to "!'J0tarie~ and your commission, the receipt of which you are
r I> tfolly r qu
to know ge w,tb as little delay as convenient.
tfu.lly, your obt. erv n
Vny r
N. H. OWINGS,
Secretary of Wa1hingum. Territory.

Terri.un-v.
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William A. Newell, governor of Washington Territory, to all to whom these 1resents shall come,
greeting:
Know ye that Frank J. Buckley, having been appointed by me a notar~ ~ublic on the 14th day of
September, A. D. 1883, for the county of Yakima, in the Territory of Wasl:imgton, and having duly
qualified according to law; now therefore, I do authorize and empower him to execute and fulfill the
duties of that office according to Jaw, with all the powers, privileges, and emoluments thereunto of
right appertaining unto him, for the term of four years from and after the 14th day of September, .A. D.
1883, unless his appointment be sooner revoked by the governor of the Territory of Washington.
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the great seal of the Territory to be
affixed, at Olympia, this 17th day of October, A. D. one thousand eight hundred and eighty-three, and
of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and eighth.
WM. A. •NEWELL.
By the governor:
N. H. OWINGS,
LBEAL.]
SecreW/T'1J of the Territory.
SEPTEMBER 14TH, '83.
Frank J, Buckley, of Ellensburgb, Yakima county, W. T., was this day appointed a notary public.
W . .A. NEWELL,
Governor.
OCTOBER 17TH, 1883.
F. J. Buckley's notarial seal was this da.y approved a.nd a. commission issued.

W. A. NEWELL,
Governor.

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, OLYMPIA.
I, Frederick Bausman, private secretary to Governor Eugene Semple, do hereby certify that the
two foregoing entries are literally CO:(lied from a book of the records of Governor William 'A. Newell
preserved in this office. Each entry is signed in the known hand ofW• .A. Newell, the former on page
359 and the latter on page 363.
FRKD'K BAUSMAN,
Privat,e Secretary.
SEPTEMBER 18, 1887,

t-:)

P.-Cit'il suit, on bcnids of deputy 81trvt>yors ordered by letter front Commissioner of the General Land Office April 21, 1887, and Febrnary 17, 1888.

D. enr.

47

64

Bonds.

U.S. deputy snr·
veyor.

Bondsruen.

John W. Pearson and $60,000.00
,July Sl, 1882 Henry E. Buckley.
JamesH. Crossman.
P.
H. McGrew and 30,000.00
Dco. 29, 1882 Chas. W.Sawyer ..
Alex. McNee.

M. Hart and John
915 Doo. 22, 1884 Chas.F. Ragsdale .
Utschinf;.
M.
Ha.rt, John W.
Geo.
H.
Perrin
.••.
a Apr. 17, 1884
Pearson, and
George Charles.

~1

.Amount
of bond.

Nov. 11>, 1882 John D. Hall .••••. John H. McNee,
Alex. McNee, and
Max Goldberg.

10,000.00
80,000.00

30,000.00

103 Apr. 7,1885 JohnD. Hall •.••.. M. E. Frank and M. 10,000.00
Hart.
711 Dec. 27, 1885 Mich'l F. Reilley •. JohnMcNeeandDun- 13,000.00
can:McNee.

Securing contract.
No.

Date.

Amount Office ex
· Damages.
of
penses.
account.

91

and and B. Levy.
June 1,1882 Charles Holcomb . EdwardJ. M.oran,W. 40,000.00
D. Ewer, John Tierney and Mich'l
Gromley.
Oot. 24, 1884 Charles Holcomb . M. D. Hycteand John 10,000.00
McNee.

86 Aug. 7,1884 Henry Meyrick, jr. M. D. Hyde and Max

5,000.00

Feb. 25,18815 HenryMeyl'ick,jr. James C. Sullivan
and Alvah Gates.

10,000.00

1,380.00
382. 00
1,200.00
7,400.00
984.00

!;d

27,861.04 .••. do .••• ~ •. U. S. dist. court.

357
358
365½
377
385

June 28, 1884 1,198.03
Aug. 21, 1884
267. 00
Sept. 3, 1884 1,438.18
Oct. 23, 1884 3,703.64
Dec. 2, 1884
787. 54

100. 00
120. 00
30.00
320. 00
110.00

389
309
311
324
381
400

Dec. 24, 1884
June 6, 1883
June 27, 1883
Sept. 3, 1883
Nov. 18, 1884
Apr. 16, 1885

8,412.89
8,481.38
6,642.20
2,171.07
560. 15
5,029.01

630.00
960.00
865. 00
275. 00
60. 00
825.00

13,540.00
10,000.00 46,140.80 Oct.
10,906.00 .......... . .
4,604.00 ................ ...................
616. 00 .... -........... ...................
9,904.00 10, 729,00 Oct. 8, 1888 Acct. rejected.

346 ~far. 6, 1884 3,500.00
681. 87
351 May 10, 1884
883 Nov. 20, 1884 2,815.21

635. 00
100. 00
320. 00

7,000.00 18,156.87 .••• do ••••••• U.S. circuit court.
1,344.00 ............... ................
4,756.00
................... Acct. rejected. E.
Nov. 29, 1887.
14,000.00 64,834.72 Nov, 12, 1888 U.S. circuit court.
25,932.00 ............... ..................

Oct. 22, 1884 5,967.31

685. 00

5,000.00

549. 07
379 Nov. 8, 1884
866 Sept. 3, 1884 6,028.12

20. 00
700. 00

2,144.00
8,800.00

Mar. 4, 1885 5,797.07

640.00

10,000.00

897

............

M. June 10, 1887.
E. Jan. 30, 1887.
Acct. rejected. E.
Aug. 16, 1887.
Not aid.
8, 1888 M., ct. 2, 1886.
U. S. circuit court.

··----·-······

0

--·········

19,000.00
17,000.00

376

............ ..............
.............. ·----·. -........
............... ······--------

..............

970. 00
262 June 5, 1882 10,096.25
269 July 13, 1882 13,286.15 1,265.00

O':)

Remarks.

.

Goldberg.

102

Date of filing
suit.

U. S. dist. court.
277 July 31, 1882 $9,152.08 $810.00 $17,100.00
6,000.00 $22,724.13 July 18, 1888
280 Aug. 3, 1882 11,497.05 1,265.00
U. S. dist. court.
.................
............
10,000.00
900.
00
294 Jan. 3, 1883 7, 124.15
PartreJected •. "E.
Oct. 28, 1886."
U.
S. dist. court.
8,829.15 Aug. 4, 1888
805.00 10,000.00
322 Aug. 31, 1883 11,182.80
Acct. rejected.
"E. Oct.18,1887."
7,340.00 11,384.26 Oct. 8, 1888
460. 00
390 Jan. 6, 1885 3,584.26

700.00
30,000.00 255 Apr. 29, 1882 6,123.48
a6 Apr. 26, 1882 Charles Holcomb . DavidP.Lw.,James
271 July 26, 1882 16,234.24 1,845.00
Craig,A. • March40

Amount
sued for.

0

61,621.61 Nov. 12, 1888

.............

U.S. circuit court.

······-··-····

Oot. 25, 1888 U. S. circuit court;
not paid.
Not paid.
9,500.00 NOV. 22, 1888 U. S. circuit court;
act. rajeoted. E.
June 16 and 20, '87.
10,640.00 .... do .••••.• U.S. circuit court;
act. rt\ieoted. E.
/
Apr. 26, 1887.
7,164.00

trj
ti:,

0
!;d

t-3

0

l'lj

t-3

=
trj

00
trj

C

:

t-3

~
~
0

~

t-3

~
1-4

~
trj
~

0

~

Thos. G. Harrison, 10,000.00 316
Robt. W. Miller,
330
John Cushing, an«
Alvah Gates.
75 Deo. 14, 1883 James R. Glover .. Robt. A. Hughesand 18,000.00 342
J110. E. Beaton.
370

'fl6

.July 18, 1883 .James R. Glover.

July 23, 1883 5,377.81
Nov. 10, 1883
45.17

480. 00
50.00

10,000.00
• 92. 00

Jan. 14, 1884 3,158.41
Oct. 1, 1884 4,217.94

410.00
400.00

5,036.00
6,456.00

382 Nov. 20, 1884 1,120.28
100 July 9, 1885 James R. Glover .. Robt. A. Hughes and

Robt. W, Miller.

~2
00
6

Deo. 8, 1882 John W. Fitzpatrick.
Oct. 31, 1884 John W. Fitzpat.
rick.

·-- ...... -.

10,000.00

395 Feb. 18, 1885

20,000.00

291

Dec. 12, 1882 8,524.71

378

Nov. 8, 1884

St:~tH~i!~~~~!:.nd
Marcus Hart and Geo. 10,000.00
Miller.

June 13, 1881 W.H.Norway .••. John Conway, Chaun· 25,000.00
cey Tinker, P. J.
Barber, and W. W.
Hollister.

48 Aug. 3,1882 W.H.Norway .... D. R. McKillican and 40,000.00
Jno. A. Robinson.
56 Jan. 27, 1883 P.M.Norboe ...... Bozo Radovich and 10,000.00
Chas. Waters.
4,000.00
65 J nly 13, 1883 P. M. Norboe .•••. J. W.C.Poagueand
W. H. Hammond.
88 Aug. 25, 1884 P.M. Norboe ...•. Bozo Radovich and 10,000.00
Dan'l Earle.
14 Aug, 11, 1881 Geo. S. Collins .... John M. Daily, Jno. 20,000.00
M. Ryan, S. L. Gold·
berg, and Jno.
Brougham.
355,000.00

............

18,939.41 .... do ..•.... U.S. circuit court.
Ai'!~tJf: 1:S1 ~pril

................ ---- ..... -.. -..
............. - ....................

55.00

3,424.00

615. 00

6,200.00

600. 00

19,000.00

court.
Notes incomplete ;
no account rendered.
28,124.71 .... do ....... U. S. dist. court.

800. 00

5, 000,00

5,800.00 ..•. do ....... U. S. circuit court.

207 July 11, 1881

............. ...........

Aug. 2,1881
.July 27, 1883
Aug. 3,1882
May 26, 1884
Aug. 23, 1884
29T Jan. 30, 1883

13,395.30 1,541.00
7,001.47
880. 00
6,357, 04
890. 00
5,456.86
635 00
947. 65
30.00
400. 00
3,000.62

210
273
279
352
363

16,044.98 ... . do .......

............ ..................

800.00

Ac'trej'td. E. Nov.

12, 1887.
fl, 815.00 Nov. 22, 1888 U. S. dist.

No account rendered.

44,357.77 .... do ....... Private land claims.

All expenses paid
by claimant.

10,000.00 ............... ....................
11,540, 00 ............. .. ... ...... ........
12,800.00 35,716.55 Nov. 22, 1888 U.S. dist. court.
7,600.00 .............. ..................
1,000.00 ...............
22:
U.S. dist. court.
6,500.00 25,825.73

·Nov: isss·

315 July 13, 1883 5,405.53

565.00

364

Aug. 25, 1884 4,946.26

570.00

7,000.00

214

Aug. 19, 1881 23,665.60 1,330.00

10,000.00

249

A.pr. 1,1882 6,688.44 1,105.00

16,690.00

10,000.00

15,970.53 .••• do . ...... U. S. dist. court.
7,570.00 .••. do .•••..• Ac't rej'td. "M."
May 18, 1886.
59,479.04 •••• do ••••••. Ac't r~'td. "M,"
May 18, 1886.

~

~
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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR •

.Three ~eparate United States grand juries in 1887-'88 found indictments for perjury and conspiracy against a number of persons in connection with the public-land surveys in California. The first grand jury
reported fort~T-one indictments; the second grand jury reported twentyfour indictments, and the third grandjury reported eleven indictments.
The findings of the first grand jury were quashed by the federal
court by reason of the averment in the indictments that the account
for the execution of the surveys in question were presented to the United
States surveyor-general for his allowance and approval.
On the twenty-four indictments presented by the second grand jury
the judges of the United States circuit court for the northern district of
_California were divided, two holding that the indictments were inva1i<l
while one held to the contrary. Three of said indictments were finally
- certified to the Supreme Court of the United States for final decisiou as
to their validity.
No action to August 1, 1888, had been taken by the United States
circuit court for the northern district of California on the eleven indictments for perjury and conspiracy which were presented by the thi[d
grand jury in February, 1888.
· In submitting his generaJ report on the Benson cases the special
agent of this office (Charles :F. Conrad) states that the following three
conclusions are self-evident, viz :
(1) The General Land Office has been ready at any and all times to go into court
and establish before any fair-minded jury the absolute truth of every charge ever
made by any of its officers regarding the "Benson,frauds."
(2) No pai·t in or responsibility for any of the numerous postponements, delayR, or
errors of any kind are properly ch~rgeable ~o th~ General Land Offi~e. . .
.
(3) The Interior Department, bemg the client m all these cases (32 c1v1l sUits on
bonds and 76 indictments found by United States grand juries), is not called upon to
do more than furnish the evidence and thus substantiate its charges, and this it ha.8
already done in 'the finding of indictments.

The General Land Office, through the special agent in charge at San
Francisco, has discharged its full and complete duty in the matter. of
presenting to the United States district attorney and grand juries
elaborate testimony as to the natur6 a::id extent of the operations of the
'' California surveying syndicate" on the Pacific coast. The several
grand juries have submitted seventy-six indictments against the designated perjurers and conspirators in connection with these frauds, which
jndictments have to a great extent been set aside on alleged detects and
informa~i ties.
The practice heretofore referred to of using every expedient known
to legal ingenuity to avoid and defeat trials on the indictments found
has been and still continues to be resorted to by the defendants and
their confederates.
These matters have now passed from the control of the Department
of the Interior and the General Land Office to that of the Department
of Justice and the federal courts of California. This office has no repon ibility whatever for the existing delays in the trials of the cases
a pr ented by the respective grand juries.
A.REA OF FRAUDULENT SURVEYS IN 0.A.LIFORNIA.-OHARAOTER OF
THE LANDS PURPORTING TO HA.VE BEEN SURVEYED-REOOM~
NDATIONS.

,,upple!Dental r port, dated A~gust 15, 1888, on the " Benson
. , p 1al Agent Conrad t~ansm1t two maps of California, upon
hich
he staties " are graphically shown some of the ' tangible re-
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sults' of the 'Benson system of surveying,' by means of which the Geri.
eral Land Office bas been placed in the anomalous position of issuing
United St,ates patents based solely upon imaginary lines and fictitious
topography.
·
As the localities referred to in said report are indicated on the maps
by various colors and marks, it is deemed impracticable to attempt to
incorporate and publish the maps in connection with and illustrating said
report.
Referring to the statement made by the United States surveyor-general for California in his annual report for the year 1887 that surveys
representing over three and one-quarter millons of acres of public lands
in that State have been reJected, remain suspended, and await examinations in the field, Special Agent Conrad states as follows:
Had the unit of measure selected to represent the extent of these gigantic frauds
been "miles of lines surveyed" instead of acres, it would have made a more tangible
showing, as many (in fact nearly one-half of the contracts involved) were for exterior
township and State boundary lines with which acreage or area is not involved.

As to the character of the land8 which purport to have been surveyed
u111ler the supervision of the Benson syndicate, Special Agent Conrad
,
describes the same in the following graphic manner:
From having been engaged for two years past upon the examinatiog in the field of
many of the identical surveys referred to and embraced in the "Benson frauds,"
I am able to state from my personal knowledge thait not one.tenth of the land covered by these particular ''surveys'' ever has been occupied by any "settler" more
permanent than a nomadic sheep-herder or daring hunter-in other words, fully
nine-tenths of the land involved (I refer now especially to the contracts in name of
C. W. Sawyer) lies far beyond all present or probable human habitation, in the rea-ions of perpetual snow, far a_bove the timber line, amidst the barren lava peaks
forming the summit of the Sierra Nevadas. The entfre reg,ion is utterly worthless for
agricultural pmposes, and it is not credible that enough can eYer be solcl sufficient to
pay the cost of surveying. Along the Coast Range mountains nearly all tho land at
all suitable for agricultural or grazing purposes I found bad been surveyed and paid
for many years ago, and title has long since passed to claimants, so that now there
only remains here and there detached nooks and diminutive flats in the bottom of
canons and beads of gulches, rarely amounting to 160 acres in one connected tract
worth surveying, and hence in numerous cases it can be demonstrated as a mathe-.
matical certainty that an actual loss will result from any attempt to survey whole
townships in order to patent such widely separated "claims," all being small in extent and comparatively few in number.
It is now well known and most clearly proven by irrefragable evidence that the
"reasons" which prompted the then de facto surveyor-general John A. Benson to
have these immense tracts of utterly worthless lands surveyed were his natural desire to "C\perate" where his efforts would be the lea.st liable to detection and his own
inordinate and insatiable desire for "pelf," and that the so•called "applicants" for
surveys were merely the creatures of his own fertile imagination.
In conclusion, I respectfully suggest that a sufficient appropriation for the examination of all surveys made in California during the past ten years, and embraced in the
'' Benoon syndicate," is sorely needed to prevent the issuing of patents for land which
does not exist, and to avoid errors which neither the executive nor judicial arms of ·
the government are able to correct.
.
SUI'.1.'S AGAINST THE UNITED S'.FATES AS INSTITUTED BY BENSON AND
COMPANY FOR PAYMENT OF ALLEGED ACCOUNTS FOR EXECUTING
PURPORTED SURVEYS IN CALIFORNIA.

In June, 1887, seven suits were initiated in the circuit court of the
lT nited States for the northern district of California by the Benson
syndicate against the United States, under the provisions of the act of
March 3, 1887, for the payment of moneys alleged to be due them for
s~rveys in California, as executed by George Weeks Baker, G. H. Perrrn, J. R. Glover, M. F. Reilley, and H. Meyrick, jr., .under s3veral con~
tracts. The total amount of said alleged indebtedness is $35,GH.
I r '.l' 88-VOL I--14
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George Weeks Baker claimed $10,035 for surveys executed under
contracts Nos. 272 and 3li8.
On Mar-0h 7, 1888, George Weeks Baker made the following statement to John T. Carey, United States district attorney, in the presence
of J. R. Robinson, at Carey's office, in San Francisco, and authorized
the dismissal of the suits which had been instituted iu his name:
The last power of attorney signed by me was early in 1886. All powers of attorney
that I ever signed were signed in blank. All contracts that I ever signed were sigu <l
in blank-tbe1,ame of bonds. I had an understanding with Benson and McNee in reference to signing blanks. I signed at their request. I was not conscious that any of
these contracts had been filled out and contracts for surveying bad been let to me. I
never got any one to go on my bonds; never knew who my bondsmen were.
I have not verified the statement contained in an article in the Examiner, showing
that 1 bad contracts Nos. 17, 59, 79, 98, 99, 127, 185, 136, 2:30, 223,232,261,251, 272, 137,
275, and 868, by the records in the United States surveyor-general's office. At the
time these contracts were taken I had no interest in them; did not know they had
been taken in my name, and simply got paid by the mile for what work I did. John
A. Benson employed me to do the work. Some of ~he surveys covered by these contracts I did, others I did not do, and was not in the field when the work was clon .
Never received any portion of the amounts paid on either of these contracts. Never
drew a draft from the treasury in my life. I signed blank preliminary and final
oaths sometimes at Benson's office and sometimes in the field, and then would send
these to Benson's office. I did this for Benson and at his request. I do not t.hink I
ever signed and took the oaths before an offic·e r to a final or preliminary oath filled
out. I am certain I did not as to those contracts where I did not do the work, and do
not think I signed a final or preliminary oath tilled up when I did the work; nor did
I take the oath. I knew that contract No. 272 was in my name. I was on the ground
and sometimes I was in the field. Charles Holcomb and R. P. Burnnell were the compassmen. I did not do but little of the work. I had no interest in this contract; did
the work by the mHe . .Chainmen Frank Wilson, Thomas Gibson; Wilson ish_erein San
Francisco. I did this work for Benson; do not know whether anyone wasmtere ~ed
with him in this contract. He furnished me with muuey to pay the men and wtth
supplies. My cook was Thomas Morgan. The men in the field would sign blank oaths
P., ]?., & 0., and sometimes other parties would; they would sign a whole lot, and I
directed Holcomb to get them signed, and be did ~nd gave them to m~, and I sent
them to Benson. They were signed in blank. I examined some of this work; retraced it and found it pretty good, and so far as I know it was good.
I did not know at the time the work was done under contract ~68 that it was in
my name. I was present on the ground. Did not do but little field work; ~ad too
much to do. Same corupassmen that I had in 272. Gibson and Wilson were with me.
1 did the work for Benson; was paid by the mile. Had no interest in the contract.
He furnished money and supplies. Contract was signed in blank. I do not know
where bond preliminary and final oaths were signed to blank, and all put in the
l)onds of Benson.
If you had no interest in either contract 272 or 361:3 bow came you to bring suit on
th m
I was induced to do so to get my money. Benson bad paid in full for the work,
and I did not know that there was anything coming to me -on either of the e contl'a.ct . I did not have any interest in the proceeds of these contract until Benson
came to me and requested me to bring snit upon these two contracts, and said he
would give me 1,000 for the proceeds of contract 272 and $1,500 for the proceeds of
:i · . Benson was to employ the attorney. I was not to be put to any expense whatv r. Ben on made the proposition to me on the 22d day of June, 1887, and I would
not li t n to it without consulting my attorney Judge Craig, and upon his consent I
agr d to do H. The complaint were all prepared when he first came to me, and aft r
I agr d th complaint had to be rewritten, because there were things in them I would
no w~ar to. Van Duzer was present. Cfave me no security for the consideration;
nly h1 v rbal word in the pr ence of Judge Craig. Benson said furthermore it
woul bee fi everybody intere ·ted and help m the criminal cases. He ~ave me 50
t~at day. I return d the fi Jd-notes for these surveys to Benson's office m an Fran1 co
fa ta I got a town hip done. I saw some of the field-notes of the e contra t af er they wer pr pared for the United States surveyor-o-eneral's
office and
0
'
m I did no.
I clo_ n t know wh ther the field-note returned were correct transcripts of those
ma le in th fi Id ~ not. I rather think not. Many of the contracts taken in my
nam wer . clon _w1 bou m knowl dg , and with which I had nothing to do. I
·
P r trng with Ben on n a~ly fou~ee1?- year in thi tate and Wyoming. J. R.
lo er
a partner for me bme until 1x or seven years ago. John nor Duncan
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McNee had nothing to do with any of these contracts to my knowledge. When J~hn
H. McNee got me to sign a lot of blank powers of at~orney I supposed he was gettmg
them for Benson. Did not ask him. He was then his clerk. Eight or ten days ago
I tried to get some money from Benson-to borrow. i_t-in further. considerati?1;1·
To-day he threatened to have me arrested for b~ackma1lmg. I told him I_ was gomg
to dismiss the suits, and I have done so. He said he had helped me for eight or ten
years. He agreed to take care of me and I had confide~ce in him.

The dismissals were duly executed and filed and read as follows:
United States circuit court, ninth circuit, northern district of California. George W. Baker v. The
United States, No. 4878.]

I authorize to the dismissal of the above-entitled action, and I hereby authorize and
request the clerk of this court to enter this dismissal ofrecord.
G. W. BAKER.
APRIL 7, 1888.
Indorsed: Filed April 7, 1888.
L. s. B. SAWYER,
Clerk.
[United States circuit court, ninth circuit, northern district of California. George W. Baker v. The
United States, No. 4879.]
,

I authorize the dismissal of the above-entitled action, and I hereby authorize and
request the clerk of this court to enter this dismissal of record.
G. W. BAKER.
APRIL 7, 1888.
Indorsed: Filed April 7, 1888'. ;
L. S. B. SAWYER,
Clerk.

On .August 6, 1888, a hearing was had before Judge Sawyer on the
motion of the United States district attorney to dismiss suits Nos. 4878
and 4879 in accordance with said authorizations by the plaintiff George
Weeks Baker. The following affidavit was filed by the United States
district attorn(\.y in support of his motion for dismissal:
[In the United States circuit court, northern district of California.

States of America, _No. 4878.]

G. W. Baker v. The United

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

Northern District of California, City and County of San .Fra·•icisco, ss :
John T. Carey, being first duly sworn, upon his oath deposes and says that he is
now and was at all times mentioned in this affidavit, save the date exhibit B
hears, United States attorney for the northern district of California, and as such is
the attorney for the defendant named in the above-entitled cause.
That on the 7th of April, A. D. 1888, G. W. Baker, plaintiff above named, called at the
office of affiant and desired to know what steps he could take to dismiss the above-entitled cause, and further desired to make a statement in reference to the bringing of said
suit and why be desired it dismissed. That affiant suggested to him to see his attorney, but he declined to do so, and asked affiant to draft for him such a paper as he
could file and dismiss said cause.
1- That said Baker at the date last hereinbefore mentioned made to this affiant the
statement contained in exhibit A, hereunto annexed, which was by affiaut taken down
in pencil at the time, and after completed was read over to said Baker, whereupon he
1
affirmed that it was correct.
•
~ That Thomas M. Jewett, affiant's clerk, prepared the stipuiation of dismissal now
on file in the above-entitled cause No. 4879, with the same title pending in the same
court, and the same was filed by said plaintiff.
That said Baker desired to make affidavit to the facts stated in the memoranda •
herewith returned and referred to as exhibit A, but affiant had not the time then to
prepare it and has not seen said Baker since.
That the statements made by the said Baker contained in exhibit A were made vol.
untarily and without solicitation on the part of affiant, and said stipulations or or•
<1ers of dismissal were made voluntarily and without solicitation of affiant.
That in keeping with said statement contained in exhibit A said Baker on the 5th
day of May, 1885, at the city and county of San Francisco, State of California2 be·
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fore J. A. Robinson, then a United States commissioner of the United States circuit
court, made affidavit to the facts contained in exhibit B, which purports to be and is
a copy of an affidavit made at the time before the person and at the place hereinbefore last stated.
_

.

JOHN

T.

CAREY.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 6th day of August, A. D. 1888.
L. s. B. SAWYER,
Comm,i,ssioner, eto.
Ind01:sed : Filed August 6, 1888.
L. S. B. SA WYER,
Clel'k.

The counsel for the Benson syndicate stated that he appeared norn'i·
naUy for Baker, but infnct for Pierce Brothers, who it was_ alleged had
loaned money on Baker's power of attorney for amount claimed in suits.
No affidavits or papers of any kind were filed by the Benson counsel,
whose argument consisted of denunciations of Baker.
In rendering his verbal decision denying the motion to uismiss the
judge stated that the same was based only on the '' courtesy" due an
attorney of record !
•
_ The formal order of Judge Sawyer, as subsequently entered in the
case, reads. as follows:
At a stated term, to wit, the July term, A. D. 1888, of the 01rcuit court of the
United States of America of the ninth judicial circuit in and for the northern
district of California, held at the court·room in the city and county of San F~ancisco, on Monday, the 6th day of August, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight
hundred and eighty-eight.
Present: The honorable Lorenzo Sawyer, circuit judge.
George Weeks Baker vs. The United States of America, No. 4878.
This cause came on this day to be heard upon the motion tb dismiss same, Joh~ T.
Carey, esq., United States attorney, appearing for the United States and said mot10n,
and N. P. Van Duzer, esq., for plaintiff and in oppo11ition to said motion, and was
argued by the respective counsel and submitted to the court for consideration and ~ecision. And the same having been duly considered, it is ordered that said mo~1o_n
be and the same hereby is denied. On motion of the United States attorne~, it is
or<l.ered that the United States have twenty days within which to answer herem:
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy of an origmal
order made and entered in the above-entitled cause.
Attest my hand and the seal of said circuit court this 7th day of August, A. D. 188 ,
L. S. B. SAWYER, Clerk,
By T. D. MONCKTON, Deputy Clerk.

List of s~?'V&1Jors-9eneral and thefr residences.
No.

Name.

Residence.

No.

1

9

2

10

M.C.Rillyer,exofficio Junea.u,Alaska, _____
John Rise------------ Tucson, Ariz ...... __
R. P. Hammond, jr __ . San Francisco, CaL _
4 Oney Carstarphen . .. . Denver, Colo .•...• __
5 .Maris Taylor,_ ..... __ Huron, Da.k ... _.....
6 Willli.m J>. Bloxham __ Tallahasse , Fla ....
7 Joseph . Str:i.nirhan_ Bois6 Cit ·, Idaho. ___
I Calhoun 1:"luker - ----- , N ow Ol'leans, La ....

3

11
12
13
14
15
16

Name.

Residence.

John F. Norrish-----· Saint Paul, Minn.
H lenn, Mont.
R eno, Nev.
George W. Julian--· · Santa Fe, N. Mex.
Douglas W. Taylor . .. Portland, Or gon.
William G. Bowman-- SaltLalrnUity, Utah.
Olympia, Wash.
,J. C. BreckinridJ?e
JohuUha. Thompson- Cheyenne, Wyo.

~~~?i!I~f:. ~~~~~~::

F.-RAILROAD DIVISION.
So called from the fact that the main business transacted through it
is in connection with the seventy-nine land-grant railroads, to aid in
the construction of which 197,000,000 acres of the public domain have
been granted.
_
Seven Wfligon-roads have been constructed by government aid, .the
grants to which in the aggregate being 3,276,000 acres. The business
of adjusting the land grants in connection with these roads is transaet.e<l
through this division; and a few letters are received monthly making
inq_uiry as to small bodies of lands lying along the routes of canals that
have been :finished years ago, and similar inquiries, though less frequent,
touching lands donated for improvement of river navigation.
When projected lines of railroads pass over government lands permission must be obtained for the right of way; but before this is asked
articles of incorporation, with due proof of organization, together with
the right of way maps, are filed in the Interior Depart".Ilent, and referred to this division for report, and upon a favorable one being made
permission is granted.
.
Maps of the general routes of land-grant railroads are forwarded to
this department, and when approved withdrawals of the donated lands
from sale and settlement are proclaimed; and as the lines of the roads
are determined and fixed maps of definite location are prepared and
transmitted, and upon approval of the same the rights of the roads to
the donated lands attach.
Maps of definite location having been approved, diagrams are then
constructed upon which the lateral limits of the grants are delineated,
and within these lines, ranges, townships, and sections, with subdivisions of the latter, are given.
Lists of lands selected by railroads, both in the granted and indemnity limits, and also applications by settlers to enter lands within these
limits, are, when received at ·the department, referred to this division
for report before final action. These lists and entries often give rise to
conflicts between railroads, or between the roads and entrymen, that
require on the part of the clerks of the division to which they are referred for examination and report knowledge of the orders and instructions of the department, its rulings, acts of Congress, and q.ecisions of
the United States Supreme Court.
This division is also charged with adjusting railroad grants, and since
the last annual report seven additional clerks have been transferred to
it, with the view of expediting the work as rapidly as possible; and up
to this date the grants of thirty-one roads have been adjusted as far as
it is practicable to be done by the division at the present time.
The act of March 3, 1887, authorizes and directs the Secretary of the
Interior to immediately adjust, in accordance with the decisions of the
Supreme Court, each of the railroad grants made by Congress, etc.
This act also requires that if, "upon the adjustment of any grant, or
sooner, it should appear that lanus have been erroneously c€rtified or
213

~ 1t

IlEPORT OF' THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

1:,H,\1ited. by the United States to or for the use of such company, it
sl.ic.tll be the duty of the Secretary of the Interior thereupon to demand

a reconveyance to the United States of such lands; and if the company
shall fail to reconvey the lands within ninety days, it shall be the duty
of the Attorney-General to commence and prosecute in the proper
courts the necessary proceedings to cancel all such patents," &c. This
act also requires'' that if, in the adjustment of said grants, it shall appear that the homestead or pre-emption entry of any bona fide settler
bas been erroneously canceled on account of any railroad grant, or the
withdrawal of public lands from market, such settler, upon application
s~all be re-instated in all bis rights and allowed to perfect hiR entry by
complying with the public-land laws."
In the process of adjustment under the above-cited act it was found
from the records of the General Land Office that lands covered by
uncanceled expired filings bad been patented, and lists including such
lands have been prepared to accompany in each case the adjustment
made, and these lands are reported among those erroneously patented.
The honorable Secretary, in carrying out the act of March 3, 1887,
did not demand a reconveyance of said lands within ninety days, but
directed that letters be written to th·e companies citing them to show
cause, within rthirty days, why said lands should not be reconveyed to
the United States. The letters have been written, and in reply a number of the roads have asked an extension of time from thirty to sixty
days, which requests have been granted. Those companies that have
replied do not admit that the lists of land styled erroneously pa~ented were in fact so patented; they insist that they have been certified or patented to them in good faith, citing as evidence of this a compliance with the usage and law, and that the lands have been accepted
in equal good faith, and in many cases have been sold and resold to
innocent parties.
·
The question as to these lists is for the consideration and decision of
the honorable Secretary, and is before the department in the form of
a petition from sundry settlers in the State of Minnesota asking the
institution of suits by the government, as provided by the act of Ma~ch
3, 1887, to vacate the title of the Winona and Saint Peter and the Samt
Paul and Sioux City Railroad Compauies to certain de~cribed lands ~n
the ground of erroneous certificates to the State of Mmnesota for ra1lroad purposes.
In the meantime, whilst awaiting the decision of the honorable ~ecretary of the Interior, which may bring about modifications in the lists
of lands styled erroneou ly pateuted, the adjustment of railroad grau~
is b ing pushed forward with all possible dispatch.
The bu ines of the General Land Office referred to the railroad divisi n is transacted at the present time with a forceofthirty-two clerk·
Th States and T rritories in wllich land-grant railroads are found, for
the convenience of busine , are divided into seven districts. It is from
the land office in these di tricts that the main business of the divi ion ome .
The work of the divi ion is not as well up as could be desired, due in
par to a deficiency in clerical force, the failure of Congress to act on
the bill offorf iture that have been and are now pending before it, and
to the d l~y inci nt t the deci ion of ca es on appeal before the Secreta . This la.tt r. ·~u e of delay is being removed to a great extent,
a m ny more deci 10n have been returned to this division in the past
£ w months th n formerly in the same length of time.
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WORK PERFORMED.

Appiica.tions for lands pending July 1, 1887 • • ••••• •• ••• ••••• •• ••• •• • •• • • •• • .
Applications received during year..........................................

6,317
3,712

10,029
Decisions in favor of applicants......................................
667 ~
Decisions a.g&inst applicants* . . • • • • • • . • • •• ••• •• • • • . . • • . • . • • • • . . . . • • . 1, 556
Applications referred to other divisions................... . . • •• • . . • • • . 115
- - - 2,338

.Applications pending July 1, 1888..... • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • . • •• • • • • . .

7, 691

Entries pending July 1, 1887 .••••• •••••• •••• •••• •••••• ..•••. ..•••. ..••.. ....
Entries received during year...............................................

3,528
809
4,337

Entries canceled during year ..•• .••••• •••••• •••• •••• •••• .••••• •••••.
Entries referred to other divisions .••••• •••• .••• .••••. •••• ..•• •••••• .

67
383

Entries pending .July 1, 1888 .•••••••••••••••.• _... • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . . .

450
3, 887.

Letters pending July 1, 1887 •••• •••• •••• •••• .••••• •••• •••••• •••••• •. •• .. •..•
203
Letters received-during year ••••.•••••••••••••••••••.••••..•••.••••....•.. . 8,209
8,412

Letters answered during year ........................................ 6, 320
Letliers requiring no answer during year........ . • • • . • • • • • . . • • • • . . • . . . 1,.104
Letteri; referred to other divisions .••••••••••••• _. _. . • • • • . • • • • . • • • . . . .
413
7,747

Letters remaining unanswered July 1, 1888.... .••••• •••• •••••• ...••. ..
665
Letters written during the year, 9,558, covering 17,697 pages of press-copy; an excess of 1,771 over the number written the preceding year, and written mainly by
seven clerks; three clerks, in addition to other work, also write letters.
There was also made for applicants during the year 274 certified copies of papers
anu records, covering 1,330 pages, and 61 certified copies of maps, the whole costing
$1,411.90.

RIGHT OF WAY TO RAILROADS.

The whole number of railroad companies claiming the right of way
over the public lan<ls under the general act of March 3, 1875, is 283,
an increase of 29 companies organized during the past year.
The following table shows the companies so claiming.
Right of way granted. to railway cernpanies in certain St4tes «,nd Territo1·ies.

States ancl Territories.

~ame of company.

Date of laws.

Arkansas ..•....••.....•. Missouri, Arkansas and Southern Ry._ ••• _. ____ ._ .. Mar. 8, 1875
Eureka Springs Ry ... _. __ .... __ . __ • ______ ••. _.. _. _. . ... do _. ____ .
S~ringfleld and Memphis R.R. ______ .. ___ . _____ ._ .. . _.. do . . __ ...
Little Rock Junction Ry···--- ______ ----------··-··· __ .. do _______
Little Rock and Hot Springs Ry __ ._ •• _____ • __ . ____ ..•.. do .. ·- .. Arizeno. ...••••.•••••..•. Arizona and Nevada R. Rand Navigation Co·-·-·-- ..•. do.·-··-·

18
18
18

18
18
18

±~~~:io;:::~:.YR:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ::J~ ::::::: rn

Arizona. Narrow Gauge R.R ...•• . ______________________ do. ______ 18
Clifton and Southern Pacilio Ry ______ _____ _________ _... do. ______ 118
Coloraclo River and Silver District R.R -··--- ------ .. .. do-----·· 18

482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482

* The decisions against applicant11, with a few exceptions were made where the lands applied for
h~d ~een cerLitied or patented to railroad companies, and hence had passed beyond the jurisdiction
o( this office.
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_Right oj way gr«nted to railw11,y companies in certain States and Territories-Continued.

States and Territc,ries.

Name of company.

Dat. of!m.

If

Arizona ..••...••..•..•.. Southern Pacific R. R .•••••....•..•••.•.•...••..•.. M(Lr. 8, 1875 18 482
Tucson and Gulf of California R. R •..•.......•••••..... do . . . . . . .
NewMexicoandArizonaR.R .•••••.••.•••.....•.•...•. do •.•. ...
Pres_cott and Arizon~ Central Ry ..•• •••........•• •..... do ,·····
Mancopa and Phmmx R.R ..•••••.•.....•••.•.••••..•.. do . . . . . . .
Colorado ..••••••••••.••• . WetMountainValleyR.R .....•.•••••• ....••...•.. ..•. Jo .......
Arkansas Valley Ry ...•.•.•.•.......... .•.......•.. .June 23, 1874
Upper Arkansas, San Juan and Pacifio R.R ..•...•. Mar. 3, 1875
Arkansas Valley and New Mexico Ry .•••............ . do ..•....
Bakers Park and Lower Animas R.R .••.••...•...... ... do . ... . •.
Denver and Canon City Ry ....••....................... do . . . . • • .
Canon City and Sau Juan Ry •..••.•.•.•••.....•........ do .......

18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18

a:1~~:liciit:.~11:~.:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ::::i~ ::::::: i:
1

Calorado and New Mexico R.R .••••••..••...........••. do . ... . .. 18
Colorado Wes tern R. R ....... . .......••• •... ..•..•..... clo . . . . . • . 18
Denver and Middle Park Ry. and.Mining Co ..•. .....••. do ....... 18
Denver, South Park and Leadville R. R .... ...• ..•. .•• . do . . . . . . . 18
Durango, Cortez and Salt Lake R.R .•.•••. •...... ...... do ....... 18
Denver, South Park and Pacific R.R .•••••...••..••..•.. do . .•. . .. 18
Denver, Rollinsville and Western R.R ...••.•.......... do ....... 18
Denver, Salt Lake and Western R.R .•••••• ..•...•... .. do ..•• ... 18
Denver Southe1·n Ry...... . . . . • . . . . . . • . • • • • . . . . . . . . . . .. . do . . . . . . 18
Denver, Utah and Pacific R.R ......••••••.•..•...• ... .. do .... .•. 18
'.rhe Denver, Western and Pacific R.R ....•.....•....•. do ...•... 18
Gray's Peak, Snake River ancl Leadville R. R ....••..•.. do ..... -- 18
Greeley, Grand River and Gunnison R.R ............... do ..... - - 18
Greeley, Bear River and Pacific R.R ............ •...• .. do ....... 18
Longmont, Middle Park and Pacific Narrow Gauge ..•. do ..... .. 18
Ry.
London, South Park and Leadville R.R ....•....••••.... do ..•.... 18
Geor~etown, Brec}r.enridge, and L1_1adville Ry ...••..••. do .•.•. · . 18
Mt. Carbon, Gunmson and Lake City R.R .....•.•....• do ...... - 18
Sil:ver Cliff Ry ...................•....••••••... •.•....•. do ....... ' 18
Colorado Midland Ry ...•.........••••.....•............ do . . . . . . . 18
Monarch Pass, Gunnison and Dolores Ry ..•..••.....••. do . .•••.. 18
Boulder Left Hand and Middle Park R.R. and .••. do ..... -· 18
Telegraph Co.
·
The Colora-do Northern Ry ...•...••.....••..•.•••••..•. do ....... 18
Burlington and Colorado :k. R .•...•••••••.••........••. do ..•.•.. 18
Denver, Yellowstone an<lPaciflc Ry .•••.......••••...•. do ...•.•. 18
North Park and Grand River R.R .•••••...•••.•......•. do .....•. 18
Pueblo and Arkansas Valley R.R .....•••......• , ....•.. do ...... , 18
Pikes Peak Ry. anrl Improvement Co ...........••..•.. do ....... 18
Saint Vrain R. R .....•••••....••••••.••....••..•.•...••. do . . .• . . . 18
~a.nish Range lty ..........•....•...................... do . . •. • . . 18
enver and New Orleans R.R .•••••...•.••••••••... .... do . . . . . . . 18
June 8, 1872. 17
Denver and Rio Grande Ry........ . • . . . . . . . . . . • . Mar. 3, 1875 18

1

Mar. 3, 1879 19

The Aspen and Western Ry....................... . Mar.
Grand Valley Ry .........•••.•••••..•..••••••••.... . •.. do
Pueblo and Silver Cliff Ry ..••••••••••.••.•••...•.....•. do
Pueblo and State Line R.R .•....•.•.•••.•••..••... . ..•. do
The Utah Railway Co .••......••..••......•.•..••. ...•. do
Union Pacific and Western Colorado Ry .••••.........•. do
Colorado and Utah Ry. Co .........••....•...•.......•.. do
Colorado and Wyominfi R.R ...................... .. .... do
Cortez and Dolores Va ey R.R ...•....•..••.•••.... . .•. do
Denver and Rio Grande R.R., successor to Denver .... do
and Rio Grande Ry.
Denver and Santa F6 Ry ....................•....... . .•. do
Durango Ry. Co .. .........•.......•...•.••••......•.... . do
£~ic~, Rock Island and Colorado Ry ...••••.......••. do
mco , Denver and Colorado Ry .....••.............••. do
T_he Trinidad and Denver R.R .....••••••••...•.•...... do
Colorad aBd N w Mex·
ico.

3, 1875
.......
. . . •. . .
..•.•..
. .... . .
...•••.
. . ... . .
. . .•• . .
. . ..• . .
. . .. . . .

18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18

. . • •• • .
.......
. . .. . . .
. .... . .
. . .. . ..

18
18
18
18
18

Benver, Tine and Fort Worth R.R . .••••.••...... ..... do ...•••.
G en er an Rlo Grande We t~rn R .R ..••.•.••.......•. do ...••..
C~
Ce1t Lak and,Paoifto Ry .....•••••••••.••..••. do . ..•• •.
~
o
nJral R. R ...........•. .•..• .•. ..•...•...... do . . . • • • .
Sa e~nne ~n Burlington R. R ........•••.•..•.......•. do . . . . . . .
1
ahd
n bore R.R ..•.••.•••••.••..... do . ... • . .
~
'lerra V lie ~inlM~a.;.k··············· .. ···--··· .... do·······
12
R.R .••..•••••••••••.••.••• . do . . .. . . .

18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18

iY;_6£ttgi/t:lf3
.1.~~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ::J~ ::::::: rn
enver and Rio Grande Ry .••....•.•.....•••.••.•. ...• . do . . . . . . . 18
1r!a'

'•a1ir/;:;

482
482
482
482
482
274
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
337
482
405
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482

482
4.82
482
482
482
4 2
4.82

482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
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Right of way granted to railway companies in certain States and Territories-Continued.
ori

States and Territories.

Name of company.

Date of la.we. .B

II

California .••.••.••••••••• California. Sonthern Extension R.R ................ Mar. 3, 1875
Brodie Railway and Lumber Co ........................ do .••••• .
California Central Rv ................................... do ...... .
Carson and ColoradoR. R., Third Division ............. do ...... .
Bodie and Benton Ry. and Commercial Central Pa· .... do ...... .
cific R.R., now California and Oregon.
South Pacific Coast R.R ................................. do ..... ..
Nevada County Narrow Gange Ry •.•.•.•....•••.•• June 20, 1874
Salmon Creek Rd . .... . ............................. Mar. 3, 1875
San Joaqnin and Mt. Diablo R. R .................. Ang. 4, 1852
San Joaquin Valley and Yo Semite R.R........... Mar. 3, 1875
Southern Pacific Rd .. . . . .. . . . . .. . .. . . . . . • . • • . . .. • . . .•. do ...... .
Winters and Ukiah Ry. Co ............................. do ...... .
San Pablo and Tulare'Extension R.R ................... do ...... .
California and Nevada .. .

~~~~~0a~~r~Ji~r!d~ l~~~~~.i~~ ~. :::::::::: :::::: ::::~~ :::::::

California Central Ry ................................... do
Daketa ................ .. Sanborn, Cooperstown and Turtle Mountain R.R . . .... do
Bear Butte and Deadwood Ry .... . ..................... do
Far~o and Southern Ry ................................. do

...... .
...•••.
...... .
..... ..

::::i~ :::::::

~t~cB1~::iR1~ktR~:&o:i"::::::~::::::::::::::::::
Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul Ry ............... . ... do ...... .
Central City, Deadwood, and Eastern R.R .............. do ...... .
Dnnseith andSouthEasternR.R ...................... do ..... ..
Dakota Railroad . . . ..................................... do ...... .
Dakota Central Ry ..................................... do ..•..••
Northern Pacific, Fergus and Black HillsR. R ......... do ...... .
Dakota Grand Trunk Ry ........................... June 1, 1872
Dakota Southern R: R.............................. May 27, 1872
St. Paul, Minneapolis and Manitoba Ry •....•..••. Mar. 3, 1875
Deadwood and Red Water Valley Ry •...•••.........•.. do ...... .
Fargo and Southwestern R.R ............................ do ...... .
Travare and JaL"lestown R.R...................... . •• .do ...... .
James River Valley R.R ............................... do ...... .
St. Paul and Sioux City Ry ............................. do ...... .
Jamestown and Northern R. R ......................... do .•••...
Black Hills and Fort PieITe R. R ....................... do ...... .
Casselton Branch Railroad ............................. do ..... ..
Ellendale and Wahpeton, successor to Dakota Micl· : ••. do ....•..
land Ry.
Fargo, Larimore and Northern Ry .................. . ... do ...... .
Ordway, Bismarck and Northwestern Ry .............. do ...... .
Aberdeen, Fergus Falls and Pierre R.R ....••...... ... . do ..••...
Duluth, Watertown and Pacific Ry ..................... do ...... .
Dakota and Great Southern Ry ......................... do ...... .
Forest City and Watertown R. R ....................... do ...... .
Saint Paul and Dakota R. R ............................ do ...... .
Black Hille and Wyoming R. R ......................... do .... .,,..
Northern Pacific, La Mouri and Missouri River R. R ... .. do ...••..
Chicago, Saint Paul, Minneapolis and Omaha Ry., .•.. do ...... .
No.2.
Hermosa, Hill City and Western R. R .................. do ...... .
Dakota and Minnesota ••• Worthington and Sioux Falls R.R ...................... do ...... .

~:~i:i~:ix.~t~f.
~~::: :: :: :: :: :::: :: :::::: :::::: ::: :i~ :::: :::
Minnesota and Dakota Ry .............................. . do ...... .
Florida ................. .

Willmar and Sioux Falls 'Ry. Co ............ ..... ....... do ...... .

~~~~t~:it11i:~~~I:::::::: :: :: :::::: :: ::: :::::: ::: ::::i~ :::: :::
,Jacksonville, Saint Augustine and Halifax River Ry. June 7, 1872

Palatka and Indian River Ry ....................... Mar. 3, 1875
Saint Augustine and South Beach Ry ................... do ...... .
F!Qrida and .Alabama .... West Florida and Mobile R.R ... ....................... do ...... .
Jacksonville, Pensacola and Mobile R. R ............... do ...... .
Pensacola and Louisville R. It ...................... June 8, 1872
Idaho .................. .. Idaho, Clearwater and Montana Transportation Co. Mar. 3, 1875
Coeur d'Alene Ry. and Navigation Co .................. do ..... ..

6~~~~.!:i 1i:ii:::·:·.:::::::::~:::::::::::::::::: ::::~~ :::::::

Idaho and Wasbiniroon .. Washin~ton and Idaho R.R ............................ do ...... .
Iowa ................... . Cedar Rapids, Iowa Falls and Northwestern Ry.Co., ..•. do ..... ..
No.I.
Kansas ................. . Southern Kansas and Western R.R .................... do ..... ..
St. Lonie, Wichita and Western Ry ................ ... . do ...... .
Southern Kansas Ry .................................... do ...... .
Wichita and Western Ry ........................... .... do ..... .-.
Oakley and Colby Ry ................ .-.............. ... . do ...... .

18
18
18
18
18

482
482
482
482
482

18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
17
17
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18

482
130
482
28
482
482
482
482
482
·4s2
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
202
162
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482

18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18

482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482

JS
18

482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
280
482
482
482
482
340
482
482
482
482
482
482

10

18
18
18
18
18
18
17
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18

18

482
482
482
482
482
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Right of ttiay_granted to railway companies in certain StateB and Territories-Continued,
ori

States and Territories.

Name of company.

Dateoflaw11.

j

~

c;

l

Kansas .•.•.••••..••..••. Oxford and Kansas R.R .••..••.••.•.•..••••.•... , •. Mar. 3, 1875 18 482
Burlington, Kansas and Southwestern, now Ka»sas .... do ...... . 18 482
Southern Ry.
Beaver Valley R.R .•..••.•..•..•••••••.•.••.••...•...•. do ...... . 18 482
Chicago, Kansas and Western R.R ..•••••.••..•......•. do ...... . 18 482
Chicago, Kan.'ias and Nebraska Ry. Co ••.••••..•..•..• .. do ...... . 18 482
Southern Kan!ias and Panhandle R. R ....•............. do ...... . 18 482
Louisa.na .•.••........... Louisiana Western R.R ...•... . .. .••••••....•...... .... do ...... . 18 482
Natchez, Red River and Texas R.R ..•..............•. . do ...•••. 18 482
Michigan................ Detroit, Mackinac-and Marquette R.R ...••.....•....•. do ...... . 18 482
Chica~o and. Northwestern Ry., successor to Me·
nommee River R. R ..•.•.•. •...•••••.•.•••.... ........ do ...... . 18 482
Duluth, Superior and Michigan Ry ••••••....... .• ...... do ...... . 18 482
IronRiverRy ... .. .......... • .. ...•....•............ ... do ...... . 18 48'2
Wisconsin, Sault Ste. Marie and Mackinac Ry .......... do ...... . 18 482
Mitmesota. ... ~........... Barnesville and Moorbead Ry .•.•••......•......••..... do ...... . 18 482
Minneapolis and St. Cloud R.R ...........•.......•...•. do ...... . 18 482
Cellar Rapids, Iowa Falls and Missouri Ry., No. 2 ••.••. do ... ... . 18 482
Duluth and Iron Range Ry ..•..... ......•••.....•... .. . do •...... 18 482
Red Rivei· and Lake of the Woods Ry .•................ do ...... . 18 48i
Saint Cloud and Lake Traverse Ry .••••••.............. do . ..... . 18 482
Worthington and Sioux Falls R. R . • • • • • . • • . . . . . . . . . A pr. 2, 1875 20 32
Chicago and Dakota Ry........... . ••• • • . • • . . . . . . • . . Mar. 3, 1875 18 482
Eastern Railway of Minnesota ....••••.•••••............ do ... · · · · 18 482
Missouri............ ..... !{_1nsas City, Spring:fied and Memphis R.R ......... .... do ...... . 18 482
Missouri and Arkansas R.R .•...•.....•..... . .......... do ...... . 18 482
Springfield and Southern Ry .•••.....•...••............. do ..•.... 18 482
Current River R.R .•..••.•.•••.... .•..........•..... .•. do . ..... . 18 482
Monta11.a ........•........ Montana Railway .......•••••••••••..•.• ••.•.•.......... do ...... . 18 482
Rocky Mountain Railroad .•••.•..•..•.••........•...... do ...... . 18 482
5 Mar. 3, 1873 17 012
Utah and Northern Ry .•••••.••••• •••••• ·····•·•·· l June 20,1878 20 24
Montana Central Ry .•.•.......•••. .,.................. Mar. 3, 1875 18 482
Billings, Clark's Fork and Cooke City R.R ......... .... do.······ 18 482
Ikummond and Phillipsburg R.R .•••.•.••••••.•........ do ...... . 18 482
Helena and Red Mou'ntain R.R .. ..••...••••..•......... do · -· · · · · 18 482
Helena, Boulder Valley and Butte R . R ..•.•.....•...••. do ...... . 18 482
Helena and Northern Ry ..•.••.•.•.......•••••.•..•...•. do ...•••. 18 482
Rocky Fork and Cooke Cit.v Ry •..•••••••••..•...•..... do .... · · · 18 482
Missoula and Bitter Root Valley R.R .•••..••••....... . do · · · · · · · 18 482
Mississippi .......••. . .•. New Orleans and Northeastern ......•.••.••............ do······· 18 482
Louisville, Now Orleans and Texas Ry . ..•...••••...... do ..... · · 18 482
Nebraska ................ Fremont, Elkhorn and Missouri Valley R.R ..•••••..•. do ...... . 18 482
Republican Valley Rd ......••... .•..•..........•...•.. do ...... . 18 482
Omaha and Republican Valley R.R ..••..••••••........ do · ······ 18 4 2
Nebraska and Colorado R.R ............................ do.······ 18 482
Grand Island and Wyoming Central R.R .••........••. do .•..• · · 18 482
Omaha, Niobrara and Black Hills R.R ...•...•. .. ....•. do •.... · · 18 482
Omaha and Elkhorn Valley Ry .••..•..•••.•..........•. <lo ...... . 18 482
Republican Valley ancl Wyoming R.R ..•••••........•. do •...... 18 482
'Lincoln and Black Hills R. R ...•..••.•••.•..... .... .•.. do ...... . 18 482
Nevada ....•............. Carson and Colorado R.R .•..... •••.•.....•••••..•..••. do ...... . 11! 482
California Central Ry., Nevada Division ......•••••..•. do .....•. 18 482
Nevada Central Ry .......•.•...•..•••••••••••....•..... do ..•• ..• 18 482
Nevada Southern Ry., First Division ...•..••••••••..••. do ... ... . 18 482
Salt Lake and Western Ry ...••••.••..••.•.•..•••...••. do ...... . ]8 482
Nevada .Midland R.R ...•.•..••.•..•..••..•••••.....••. do . ..... . 18 482
New Mexico . ........... . Clifton and Lordsburg Ry ...•........•.•..••.••.•. . ..•. do ....•.. 18 482
New Mexico and Southern Pacific R.R •••.. ••.. .•..... do ...••.. 18 482
Rio Grande, Mexico and Pacific R.R .••••.••.••........ do ...... . 18 482
Southern Pacific Rd ...........•••..••••••.••••.......•. do . ... .. . 18 482
Texas, anta Fe and Northern R.R ..•..••••••••.••.••. do ..••.•. 18 482
Silver City, Deming and Pacific R. R ...•..•••.••••• . ... do ..••••. 18 482
New Mexican R.R .........•.•....••..•.••..••..••..••. do ..... .. 18 482
Oregon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . The Prospect Rill Company ...••..•••••..•..••..••.... . do ...... . 18 482
Roseburg and Port Orford R. R ...... ................... do .•...•. 18 482
Blue Mountain and Columbia. River R. R .. .•........... do .....•. 18 482
Oregon Short Line Railway . . • . . • . • • • . • • • • . . • • . . • . . . .. . do ...•••. 18 482
Cai cade, Coal ancl Lnmber R. R .•••••..•...•..•••• ..• •. do .....•. 18 482
Willamette Valle{vand Coast R.R .................. .... do ..... .. 18 482
be Or~ and
hington Ty. R.R ............. .... do ....•.. 18 482
regon
· way and Navigation Co ..••..••...•.......•. do ...... . 18 482
a bington,
Oregon, Portland Dalles and Salt L k 6 R R
5 A pr. 12, 1872 17 52
U?b,1daho,andWyo'
a
······-······i Mar. 3, 1873 17 612
•
min
greso: Railway and Navigation Co .•••••••••••.... Mar. 3, 1876 18 482
O C&. esfoal and Lumber &. R ........................ do ...... . 18 4~
gon ort Line Ry •..•••••••••.•••••..•.•••..••..••. do ••••••. 18 ~

6
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Right of tuay granted to rauway companies in certain States and Territorie1-Conti.nned.
II)

States and Territories.

Date oflaws.

Name of campany.

I

Washington ...•.•.•.•••. Bellingham Bay Railway and Navigation Co . • •• • •• Mar. 3, 1875
Columbia and Po get Sound R.R .•••••.•••••.••...•..••. do ••••...
Colombia and Palouse R.R •••••••.•••••.•••••.•••...•.. do .••.•..
Spokane and Palouse Ry ................................ do ..••••.
Seattle and Walla Walla R.R .••••••.•••••.••..•••...... do ..••...
Mar. 3, 1869
Walla Walla. and Columbia RiverR.R:........... Mar. 3, 1873
Mar. 3,1875
Washington Dalles R.R ....••••••••.•...•••••........•. do •.•....
'£he Farmers' Railway and Steamship Portage Co ...••. do ..•.••.
Satsop Railroad Co ..........•..•••••.•••••....•......•.. do ....•..
Seattle Lake Shore and Eastern Ry ..••••.••••••.••..... do ...... .
Seattle and West Coast Ry ....•...•••••.....•..••...••. do .••••..
Walla Walla and Ainsworth Jl. R ..••••..••••..••.••.••. do •.••...
Spokane Falls and Northern Ry .•.•••••••••......•..••. do ••..•..
Puget Sound and Gray's Harbor Railroad and Trans· .••. do ...... .
portation Co.
Vancouver, Klickitat and Yakima R. R ..•••••.•••...••. do ....••.
Utah .......> . . • • • • • • • • • • Salt Lake and Park City Jly ...•••.....•....••..• •••...•. do .••••..
Denver and Rio Grande Western Ry ..••••.•••••..•...•. do ....••.
Bingham Canon and Camp Floyd R.R ••••••.••..•...••. do •.••••.
Utah and Pleasant Valley Ry •..••••.•••.•.••..•••••.••. do ...... .
Sevier Valley'Ry ................•••••....••••••..•..••. do ....•..
California Short Line Ry •.••..••••..•••••..•...•••...•. do •.•....
Utah and Nort.bern Ry .•...•.•••.•.••...••....•..••..••. do •.•....
Ogden and Wyoming Ry .........••••..••..•••••.••..... do ...... .
Sa1t Lake aD<1 Western Ry ...•....••••..•..•••.•..•...•. do ...... .
Pleasaut Valley Branch Utah Central .••.......•....•.. do •.••••.
San Pete Valley R.R ••..•.................•...•........ do ..•.•..
Summit Co. Railroad, now Echo and Park City ......•• do .•.••..
·utah Southern R.R .•••••......•...••...•..•.•...••..••. do ...... .
Utah Southern Extension R. Jt .••...... •••.•..•..•...... do ...... .

l

m:k ra~~!~ ::_YJ.i:::::::::: :::::::::::: :::::: :: :::: ::: :~g :::: :::
Utah Central Railroad, now Ry ..•..••..•••••.••.••.... do ...... .
Utah ancl Wyoming Ry ..•..••••...•••••.••...•...•..••. do ...... .
Utah and Nevada R.R ...•......••.•....••••••.•.•...... do ...... .
Wasatchancl Jordan Vallf1yR. R .•..•..•••..•....•..... do ..••...
The Utah and Wyoming Central. .........••............ do ...... .
Utah, Idaho and Montana Jl. R . • . . • • • . • • . . • . • • . . • • . .Tune 1, 1872

Wyoming .....••.........

~

~~l!~tl~ec!!i~~i i~~~~~~~~~-~.~-.~~-::::::::::::::: .~~d·o ~:...•...
~~:~.

Evanston and Montana R.R ...........•...•••••..•..... do
Laramie, North Park and Pacific R.R .••..••.•••••...•. do
Che.venue and Northern Ry •...... . .•••..•••.•••••..••. do
Denver, Yellowstone and Pacific Ry ..••••...•...•.... do
Wyoming Central Ry .....•.....••••...........•.•..••. do
Wasatch Iron and Coal Co .......•.....•..•••...••...•. do
Wyoming, Montana and Pacific R.R ......•.••••.•..•.. do
"Wyoming and Eastern Ry ..•..•••••......••••.•••...... do

..••.•.
.....•.
.....•.
.•.....
...... .
...•••.
...•...

~::re:~~~r!~~gll~::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ::::i~ :::::::

Union Pacific and Western Ry ..••...•......•.•••...... do ...... .
Wisconsin . . ...•....•.. . . Princeton and W esterri Ry ...•..••.•••..•••.••.......•. do •.••...
Menominee Railway ......•.•••.••.........•....••..... do ...... .
Chicago, Saint Paul, Minneapolis and Omaha Ry ....•.. do ..••••.
Milwaukee, Lake Shore and Western Ry ..•••...••..••. do ..•••. ,
Wisconsin aml Michigan. Wisconsin Central R.R .•••••....••..•.••.••..••••..••. do ..••••.
Winona, Alma and Northern Ry ...••.......•••••••.••. do .•.••••
Minneapolis, Sault Ste. Marie and Atlantic Ry •.••..••. do ...... ..
The People's Railway Co. of Ataerica .•••••••••••••..•. do •••••••

18
18
18
18
18
15
17
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18

482
482
482
482
482
325
613
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482

18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18

482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
462
482
482
482
482
482
212
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482
482

JS

18
18
18
18
18
18
17
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
18
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Reports of constructiQn of land-grant railroads during the fiscal year
show an aggregate of 132.65 miles, which with those previously reported make a total of 18,030.71 miles, distributed as follows:
States and Territories.
Alabama ..•.••••.••...•...•••••.•••••
Arkansail ..•.•••.••••••••••••••••••••.
Arizona .••••••.•.•.••.•.••.-••••...••.
California .••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••
Colorado .• ·•.••••••••••••.•••..••••••••
Dakot.. .••.••••••••••••••••••••••..••.
Florida. ••••.•••.••••••••••••••••. , .••.
Idaho .•••••••••••••••••.•••.•.••.•••..
Illinois ••••••••••••••••••. ·---~- .•••..
Indiana .•••••.•••••.•••••.....•••.....
Iowa. .••.•• ..••...••..•••••.•••••.•....

Miles.

t~f~:;~E:: ~:: : : : ~~:: : : :::::::: ·

901,43
602. 24
383. 00
1,037.91
298.60
410.118
7~.62
90.00
707. 00
241. 35
1,547.64
1,485.65
530. 00
1, 0!5, 01

States and Territories,

:i:!i::?;;i
:::::: :::::: :: :::: :::::: ::
Missouri. • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • . • • • . . • . • • . • .
Montana. • • • . . . . • . • . • • • • • . . • • • • • • • • • .
Nebraska.... ........................
Nevada.. • • • • . • • • • • • . • • • . • • . . • • • •• • • • •
New Mexico.........................

%t~t

0
~_:::: :: : ::::::::: :: :::::: ::::::
0
~: :: : :: : : : : ::: :::::::::: ::

~fs~~~s1!i
Wyoming...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Tota.l . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

2, ~[ ~~

626. 75
780. 00
768.52
446. 00

167.00

m::

~~ui

500. 00

1---18, 030, 71

During the fiscal year there were certified and patented for railr:oa<l
purposes 829,162.45 acres, an increase as compared with the prev10us
year 9f 633,127.47 acres.
_
No certifications were made for canals or wagon-roads.
Eighteen railroad patents, covering 219 pages of record, were issued,
and three lists of certification, covering 11 pages of record.
The lists of selections awaiting examination or action at the close of
the fiscal year covered 25,429,866.11 acres, an increase as compared
with the previous year of 5,217,572.02 acres. Of the lands~~ select~d
selections of 21,660,846.88 acres have been suspended awa1tmg legislative action, the roads on account of which the selections were made
not having been completed within the time required by law.
The sele?tions pending are as follows :
Name of road.
Alabama and Chattanooga ........
Atlantic and Pacific in Missouri..
Atlantic and Pacific in Arizona ...
Atlantic and Pacifi.cin New Mexico ...... .. ..................... .
Burlington and Missouri River
in Iowa .... .. .. .................
Cedar RapidsandMissouri River.
Central Branch Union Pacific ....
Central Pacific in California ......
Central Pacific in Nevada ........
Central Pacific in Utah ...........
Central Pacific (formerlbW es tern)
Central Pacific, Oreion ivision ..
Chicago, Rock blan and Pacific.
Chicago an cl Northwestern in
Michigan ...•.•..••.......•.....
Chicag:o, Saint Paul, Minneapolis
and Omaha .....................
Chic~o, Milwaukee and Saint
Pa in Iowa .•.......•.•.......
Chicago, aint Paul and Minneapolis (formerly We t Wisconsin).
Rn~~u.e and Sioux City .•.••• .. ,.
omes Valley .... .......... .
Flint and Pere Marqnett.e ...... •
F nn Mortfiago Land Companr •..
Florida Ra way aud Na.V1gation
Company ..••••........•...•....
Grand Rapids and lncliana........
Ha tings and Dakota ..... ........
Iowa lls and ioux City ..•.....
Mobile and ont om -r;z_ ..........
rl,Kan sand
.....
h rn Pactilo in inn
...
b Ttl Pac16 In Wiacon In ...
h :ro P lfto in D k.o

Acres.

Name of road.

Northern Pacific in Montana ....
Northern Pacific in Idaho .......
Northern Pacific in Washington.
Northern Pacific in Oregon ......
532,886.30 New Orleans and Pacific ..•......
Oregon and California ...........
127. 99 Oregon Central ..................
1, Oi2.35 Saint Louis, Iron Mountain and
Southern .•.... .... ... ........ .
~ 310.17
386,196.49 Saint Paul, Minneapolis an d
Manitoba, main line ....••. . ...
106,27L 66.
203,900.61 Saint Paul, Minneapolis an d
6,926.95
Manitoba, branch line .........
64,998.36 Saint Paul and Sioux. City .......

27,694.52
120. 00
1,177,544.05

595.57
40.00
283. 795. 34
903. 62
80,00
2,894.66
80.00
197,80
466.02

'10,089.66
121.66
7,482.86
73.M
1,688.44
6,796.28
747,042.57
I 032. 05
0, 663, 894. 43

~~~~:~!t1 !~1 i>aacl!tt.·:::::::::

Southern Minnesota ............
Southern Pacific, main line ...••.
Southern Pacific, branch line ....
Union Pacific in Nebraska ......
Union Pacific in Utah ...•.•......
Union Pacific in Wyoming ••.•••
Union Pacific, Kansas Division ..
Union Pacific in Colorado •......
Vicksburg and Meridian ..•.....
Vicksburg, Shreveport and Paciflo ............ .. ....•........
Winona and Saint Peter .........
Wisconsin Centl'Ri ............•.
Western Railroad of Minnesota.
Selma, Rome and Dalwn .........
Total pending June 30, 1888.
Total pending June 301 1887.

A.ores.
4, 183, 186. 83

13,417.16
4, 916, 467. 07
416,992. 47
344,870. 4.t3
760,224.05
75,372.91
3, 50G. 49
214,371. 09
1, 001, 755. 66
1,414.13
1,937. 79
2,168.76
4,723. !i6
630,530.19
412,069.05
528,785.36
2,787.24
635.11
890,424.64
9,998.12
1,226.42
19,887.14
1,141.09
83,309.53
169,409.20
320.
25, 429, 865. 11
20, 212, m. 09

-----Increase .•••••.•.••••••.
5, 217, 572. 02
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PUBLIC LANDS.

STATEMENT SHOWING THE .ADJUSTMENTS OF LAND-GRANT RAILROADS•

.A.L.A.B.!.M..l.
COOSA A.ND TJl:NNBSBB.B JtAILBOAD,

.A.ores. -

Aores.

Whole area of grant . • • • • • . • • • • • . . . . • • . • . . • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • . . ••.••.....••.
Deduct moiety on account of contemporaneaus gra.Bts...... ...... .. ......
23,072.16

125,862.21
23,072.16

Net area of grant. . . . • . . . . . . . • . • . . . . . . • • • . . . . • . • . • • • • . . • • . . . . • • . . . • . . •.•..........
Properly approved in 6-mile limits........................................
33,134.12
3, 022. 91
Declaratory Rtatement filings on lands approved in 6-mile limit •• • • • • . • . .
Vacant g,nd subject to grant . . . • . . . . . • • . . . . • • • . . • • • • . • • • •• • • • . • • • • • . • • . . • .
13, 471. 52
Declaratory statement filings on lands otherwise vacant • •• • •• . • . • • • . . • • .
239. 79
Erroneously apJ>roved to other roads . •. • • • . •• • •• . •• • •• . •• • • • • • • • •• • • •• • • .
J, 159. 38
Disposals after defuiite location . •• • •• . .• • •• . .•• •• . • • . •••••• .••• •• . • • . • •• .
638. 74

102,790.05

Net loss to grant . • . • • • . . . . • • . . . . • • . . • • • • • . • • • • • . • • • • • . • • . . • . . . . . . • . . .••..........
Properly approved as indemnity...... . • • • • • . • • . • • . . • • • • . • • . . . • . • • • • • . . . . .
27, 653. 40
Apptoved as indemnity on which there are deolaratory statement filings.
3,932.55
40. 00
Erroneously approved as indemnity . • • . . • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • •.••••.. . • • . . • • .

51,126.59

Due as indemnity...... • • • • • • • . • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • . . . •••••••••.••.

51,663.46

31,625.95
19,500.64

I

ALAJlilU. AND CHA.Tl'.ANQt!IGA. BA.ILBAU.D.

Whole area of grant ...•••.••••••.•..•••••••..••••••••••.•••••.••••• .•••••.•••....•.....
Deduct on account of contemporaneous grants ..•..••••• :·····............
83,968.63

917,547.38
83,968.63

Net area of grant . • • • • • . • • . . • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • . • • • . • • . • • • • . •.. ~ .... .... .
254,048. 34:
Approved in 6-mife limit..................................................
Vacant and subject to grant .•••••..•. .••. •• •••••• •••••• .••••• •••••• ••••••
900. 77
Erroneously approved to other companies . • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • .
358. 67

833,578.75

---~

-

255,307.78

Net loss to grant .•••••.•.•••.••..••. -~ •..•••.•.•••••.•••••••••••.••...•........... --5-7-8,-2-70-.-9-7 .
.Approved as indemnity. ............ • • • • • • • • • • . . • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 363,478. 63
Due as indemnity. . . • . . • . . • . . • • . . • . . . • . . . • • • • • • . . • • • • • • • ••• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .
214, 792. 34
578,270.97

ALA.BillA. A.ND FLOJUDA., RAILJtOAB.

Whole area of grant ...•.•.•..•..••....•••••••••••••••••.•••••.••••••••••••.••...•......•
Approved in granted limits...............................................
150,924.46
Vacant and subject to grant..............................................
2,969.35
Net Loss to grant ••.••• . ..•..•••....••••••••••••••••••••.••••••.•••.• •••..... .....
Approved as indemnity...................................................
243,611.63
Due as indemnit,y ..•..••••••.•.••.•••.•••••.•••••• ~-..................... · 42, 667. 14

439,972.58
153,893.81
286,078.77
286,078.77

MOBILE AND GI.liBD BAILKO.AD.

Whole area of grant ••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••..••...•..•.••.
Approved in 6-mile limit..................................................
208,261.24
Vacant and subject to grant •••.•••••••••••••••••••••••• -·········......
680. 79

814,797.43
208,942.03

Net loss to grant . • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • . . . • • • . . . . .
.Approved as illdemnity .•••.•••••••••••••••••••••• ·-··· •••••• •••••• ••• ••.
295,905.87

605, 855. 40
295,905.87

Due as iDdemnity .••••••••••••••••••••••• -···· •••••• •••••• .••.• .•. .•••.. ... . . •..

309,949.53

1------1-----·--
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REPOR'l, OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
ARKANSAS.
LrrrLE BOCK AND FORT SMITH RAILROAD.

Acres.

Aorea.

Whole area of grant (640Xl0X165.16) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••..••. .••...•.•.....
Propex ly approved in ~rantedlimi~.:.... . • • • • • . • • • ••• • • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • • • • 570, 734, P4
Erroruionsly approved m granted hm1ts....................... . . . • • • . . . .
1,455.38
Declaratory statement filings on lands approved in granted limits • • • • • • .
8, 619. 52
Vacant and subject to grant.................. . . •.. .••..• .••••• .••••• •••.
2,868.25
Declaratory statement, filings on lands otherwise vacant • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • .
1, 898. 18

1,057,02'.00

Net loss to gl'ant ..••••.•••••.••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••• ••••••..• •...........
Properly approved as indemnity................................ . ....... .
468,100.20
Erroneously approved as ind-,mnity...... . . • • . . . • • . . . . . . • . . . . . . • . . . • . • . . .
8, 584. 07
Declaratory statement filings on lands approved as indemnity . • • . . • • • . • .
5, 492. 67

471,952.88

Exeess approval. • • . • • • • . • • . • • • . • • • . . • • . . . . . . • • • • . . • • . . . • . . . . . . • • • • • . .•......••••.

5,224.06

585,071.12

477,176. 9i

8.ilNT LOUIS, IRON HOUNT.ilN AND SOUTHE:&N R.4.ILWAY,

Formerly Oa,iro and PuUwn. Railro5,i,.
Whole area of grant (640Xl0X804..08),.. •• . •• • • • • . ••••••.•••.••.•• •. • • •• . • • . . •• • • • . . . •• • • •
Approved in ~ranted limits...............................................
754,827.72

1, 9'6, 112. 00

Loss to the gl'ant. .•••••. ••. ••••••..••.••. .••••• •••••• .••.•••••• •••. .•• . . .•. . . ... .
Approved in 16-mile limit ..•••••.•••.••.•••••••••••••••••••••• -····......
879,363.69
Approved in 20-mile limit................................................ .
178,125.72
Approved, act June 22, 1874, . • . • • • . • • • . • • . . . • • • . • . . . . . • . .•• • •• . . • . . • . . . . . .
5,449. 77
Approved erroneously................................ • • • • • • • •• • • • • • • . . . • .
838. 40

1,191,784.28

Due as iademnity.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... -· · · · · · ·

628,006.70

754,327.72

-----·1-----

563,777.58

FLORIDA.
FLOJUDA, ATLANTIC AND GULF CEMTRAL RAILROAD, AND PENSACOLA A.ND GEORGIA RAILROAD .

Whole area of gl'ant................ •• . . • . . • . . . • • • . . •• . • • . . • . • • • . . . . . . . . • . . . • • . . . . . . . . . .
Deduct on accmrnt of contemporaneous gra.ats.... .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
86, 709. 14

1, 358, 228. 17

36, 709. 14

1------l------

Appr!:t ~~e:.!~fu!k·_-_-_-_-_:·_-_-_-_-.:·_-_-_-.-.::::::::::::::::·.:::::·.:::::::::
Vacant and subject to gran.t...... ...••• ..•.•• .•••••.••••• .•••.•.••• .•••••

···545: sii:22·
4., 147. 87

1 321 519
'
"OJ
'
560,659.09
770,859.04

Approved to Florida and Alabama, Railroad in its 15-mile limit, and 6
miles of this road .•••••.••....•••...•••.••••••••••••••••••••••.•.•.•.••.
Disposals after definite location ....•••.•••••.•••••••••••••••••••.•••...•.

13,429.47
1,661.17

15,000.64

~:!n~e~rt-,·:::: ::::: :: ::::::::::::: :: ::: ::::::: ::: ::::::::: :: ...76i; 877."
02.
798. 55

765,760.30

Excess approTal ................................................................ .

6,406.27

A ppr~=~
Approved outside of limits . . . . . . . . .. . ... .. . .. . .......... ... . .. ......... .

ATLANTIC, GULF

Al(])

762,175.57

WEST INDIA TRANSIT RAILROAD •

.A..-Main line.
Whole area of grant •.••.•....••...••..•.•••••••.•.•••........•••.... ..• ........•
D act moiety of contemporaneous grant . • • • • • •• • • • • . . • • • • . •• • • • . • • . . • • .
35, 582. 01

844, 761.05
35,5~.91

1------,--800,178.14
---

t~e:.:~rn~k::::::::::::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: ::::::::::::: ::'. ····29:948."
35.
118,511, 33

Appri:!
Vacan ai:id subject to grant...... ...•.• .•.•.. . .•.•.. ...•••.••.••. .......
Pre-~mptLon and bom toad entries 11ubeequent to definite looation and
pnor to March 16, 1881. . . . . . . . . • • • . . . . . . . . . . . • . . • . . • • • • • . . • • . . . • . • • . . • • .
~1&- mpti~n and homestead ntries subsequent to Maroh 16, 1881 ••••.•••
ub equent to March lG, 1881 • • • . . .• • . • . • • • • . • • ••• •• . • • . • . • .
ash ntri

81, 562. 88
8,865.62
820. 43

233,708.61

App~:ed1

~i::ni~y· ::: ::::::::::::::: :::::::::::::::::: :::::::::::: :: :::: :: :::: :: ::
.

in~ mnlty und r ao llay 17, 1856 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••.
D mnl y un r act June 22, 1874, ...•••.•...••.••••.••••••.••••••.•..•••••••••.

To

inderonlty .•.••..•••..••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••• ·-···········

-----575,469.53

76,463.63

-----499,005.90
81, 662.88
580,568.78
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FLORIDA-continued.
ATLANTIC GULF AND WEST INDIA TRAN131T B.ilLBOA.D-ooBtinuod.

B.-Bra,nch lin,.
Acres.
Whole a1'ea of grant .••.••..••••.•. •••. ..••• ··•••··••··•··•·••····••·•• .............. - -.
DeJuctmoiety ofcontemporaneous grants .••••••••••••.•••••..••.. ·••••.. .....• ..... .. .

Acres.

______

,

238,573. 94
11,578.90

Net area of grant ................................................... ····:?.····. ...
Approved i.n 6-mile limits .........•.•.•.•••••••..•..••••••.•.. ••• •• • • . . ..
M, 265. 28
Vacant and subject to grant..............................................
20. oa

226,995.04

Net loss to grant ............................................................... .
128,580.42
Properly approved as indemnity .............. ·····-······· ...... ,.......
Erroneously approved as indemnity ................. -; • • • • .. •• • .. • . • • . . • • . _:_~02. 08

172,709.73

Due as indemnity. • • • • . • . . • . • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • . . . • . • • • • . . ............ .

43,127.23

54,285.31

129,582.50

FLORIDA AND .ALAB.UU. RAILROAD,

i>'gia
:~~1:tRailroad
~~:. i!1f!::;i;; coiiru~t- or·o ~ii; with ·s ~iia iien;a<;~ia· itii'<i ·G~o~: · ··············
. . . . . . . . . • . • . • . • • • . • • • • • . .. • . • • • .. . • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • . . • .
11, 082. 53

158 865 59
• ·
11, 082. 53

1,------1·----147 783
•

·

06

Appr!:i !~e:r~nfet1tit;:: ::: :: ::: : : : : :::::: :::: :::: :::::::::::::: ::: :: :::::~::::::::
Vacant and subject to grant..............................................
86,761.48
18'9. 60

86, 901. 08

Net loss to grant................................................... ..............
'i9, 930. 49
Approved as indemnity...................................................

60,881.98
79, 930. 49

Excess approval...... . . . . .. . • .. • • . . . • • • . • . . .. . • • • . • • • . • • • . • . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . • . . . . . .

19, 048. 51

1------l------

IOWA.
CEDAR RAPIDS AND MISSOURI RIVER RAILROAD.

Whole area of grant (3,840 + 271.6) . . •. . . . • .••• .• . . • .. . •• . . . . . . • . . . • .. .• . . .. . . . . . . . . . ..
Properly approved in 6_-mile ~im~t-:.......... ....•• ...... .....• ..••••. ...
227,549.30
Erroneously approved m 6-m1le limit....................... . . . • • • . . . . . . . .
280. 00
Declal'atory statement filings on land approved in 6-mile limit . . . . . . . • • . .
23, 980. 00
Vacant and subject to grant..............................................
160. 00
Selected ancl subject to grant............. . . •• • . .••• .•••••.•••• ... •• .•• . . .
182. 20

1,042,944.00 .

Net Joss to grant ................................................................ .
Properly approved as indemnity.... . . . . . . . . . . . • . • . . . . . . . • . . . • . . . . • . . . . . . .
708, 019. 51
Erroneously approved as indemnity...... . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . • • . • • . . . • . . . . .
1, 255. 89
Declaratory statement filings on land approved u.-J indemnity •..... _....
67, fil5. 46
Erroneousfy approved (being east of terminal)...........................
,, 359. 21

790,792; 5e

252,151.50

781, 280. (17
Due as indemnity ••••••..•..•••.••.•••••...••••.••.••.• oa. , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

9,512.43

East of Nevada.
Whole area of grant ................................................................... .
Properly approved in 6-mile limit . . . • . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . • • • • • . . . . . .
3, 725. 42
Eritineously approved in 6-mile limit.....................................
80. 00
Declaratory statement filings on land, approved in 6·mila limit...........
1, 342. 49
Selected and subject to grant.............................................
40. 00

368,673.37

Net loss to grant ......•........••..•..••...•..•....••..•••.•...•.................
Properly appro,ed as indemnity . . . . . . . . .• . . . . • • • . • . . • • • • • •. • • • • . . . . . .. • .
13, 674. 98
Erroneously approved as indemnity.................. ... . . . . . • . . . • . .••••.
135. 89
Declaratory statement filings on land approved as indemnity • • . . • • . • • . . .
4,989.91
Erroneously approved (being east of terminal)...........................
4, 359. 21

363,485.46

Due as indemnity ................................... ~- ......................... .

340,325.47

5,187.91

23,159.99
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REPORT 01!"' 'l'HE SECRE'l'ARY OF THE INTERIOR.

IOWA-continued.
CBDAB RAPIDS AND MISSOURI RIVER RAILROAD-continued.

We,t of Nevu.da.
Acres.
Whole area of grant (31786.80Xl71.6) ...•.•.•..••••••••.••...•..•..••...•.. .............
Properly approved in 6-mile limit.......... . • . . . . . • . . • . • • • • • • . • . . . . . . . . . . 223, 823. 88
Erroneously approved in 6 mile limit................... . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . .
200. 00
Declaratorv statement filings on lands approved in 6-mile limit...........
22, 637. 51
Vacant and subject to grant................................... ...........
160. 00
Selected and subject to grant......................................... . . . .
142 20

Acree.
6'9,814.88

216,963.59

Net loss to grant ..•..•••••••••·•• .-•••.•••••..•••.......•..... •....... ..•...........
Properly approved as indemnity . . . • • . . . • • • • • . . • . • . . . . • . . . • . . . . . . . . • . • • ..
694, 344. 53
Erroneously approved as indemnity........................... ...........
1, 120. 00
Declaratory statement filings on lands approved as indemnity... .........
62, 655. 55

402,851.29

Excess appreval. ••..•.•.....•.•.••......•••...•.•.••... ..•..........•.• ..........
Deduct deficiency east of Nevada .••••••••....•.•..••... ~ •.....•.•.....••...•...•.......

355,268.79
840,325.4.7

Exces~ approval. ........... ..................................................... .

14,94.3.32

758. 120.08

DUBUQUE AND PAClFIC RAILROAD.

Whole area of ~ant ..•...•.. ..•......•••..•...•.•.•..••..••..••............•.•..........
Approved in granted limits . . . . . . . . .• . • •• . . . . . • • . . • • . . • . • . • . . . • . . . . . . . . . .
455, 992. 00
Vacant and subject to grant..................................... .........
153. 05

1,207,145.51

Loss to the l?rant .•••.•••.•••••••••.•..••••.••.•••...•••........... ...... ...... -- 699,174.74.
.Approved as indemnity . ••• .. . . . . . .•. . ••. . . . .. •• . . ••• .•••••. ••• . . • . . . . . . .

750,999.55

Due as indelllllity ..••.••..••...........•..•....••.•...••..•••••... , ....•• --- - --· -

51,824.81

456,145.96

699,174.74.

Tet., Du MO'l'te, Brcmch.

Whole area of grant ..........................................••...........••..•.•• --· • Approved to company in granted limita .......•....•.•.........••..........•.•••• • - -· • ·

21,142.05
40. 00

Due a.a iBdemnity . ~.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . • . • . . . . . . . . . .•..•... --.. -

21,102.95

KANSAS.
ATCHISON, TOl"XKA .AND SANT.A FE RAILROAD,

Whole area. of grant ...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Deduct moiety on a.ccountof contemporaneous grant to Missouri, Kansas
and Texas Railroad.....................................................
36, 481. 15

2, 921, 977. 58

Net area of fi!ant........... ......... .••••• ...... .••... ....... ..•... .... .. . . .. . . . .
Vpproved in 10-m' e limits .....•..•.......•.•.•..•..•..............•.•••.. 2,010,690.70
acant and subject to grant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .••• •• . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . .. . . .
7, 105. 71

2,885,496.43

36, 4.81. 15

------+-------

2, 017, 796. 41

n·

Lo to the grant ..............••••..•..•••.•.......•..............................
1 po Is after deftnit.e location . . . . . . . . . . . . ..•• •• . .• • • . . . . . . . . .• • •• . . . . • .
6, 07!. 58
E rroneouely appc:oved to Missouri, Kansas and Texas Railroad . . . . . .. • •.
19 316. 74.
Erroneon ly approved to Kansas Paoifio Railroad........................
1: 232. 02

867,700.02

A r~~l~~~J.ira~t ...•......•..•...........••••.••••...•.•.•••••.......• _...•...•...
A pp
t.eid
903, 074.. 50
pprov ou
eo
..•... --. . . . • . . • • . •• • • • • • • • • • • . . • • . • . . . • . . . . . . .
20, 693. 98

SU,0711. 68

~u:it.· ··· ·····•· ·.................. ...... ...... ......

26,620.34.

923,768.48

.. ······················-························ ....... ......... .

82,688.80

1
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MICHIGAN •
.A..-CHICAGO AND NORTHWESTERN RAILROAD.

Acres.

Acres.
Whole area of grant in 6-mile limit ....••••••...•........•••.......•.••••...•..•........
.Area act March 3, 1865 (116.5 X 4.X640) .••....•••.••...•..........•...•..•..•••..••••....

381,793.37
298,240.00

Total area of ~rant . . . . . . . . . • . . • . . . • • • • . . . . • . . • . • . . . . • • • . . . . . . • . . • • . . .•... ........
Properly approved m 6-m_ile limit . . . • • • . . • . . • • • • • . • • • • . . . . • • • . . . . . . . . . . . .
193, 024. 83
Declaratory statement filmgs on approved lands.........................
200. 91
Erroneously approved . . . . . . . . • • . . • . . . . • . • • • . . . • • • . • • • • • . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . .
31. 80

680,033.37

Net losf! to grant .... . •••••....••.....•.•••••.•••.•••..•.•••......•..•...•........
Properly approved in 15-mile limits . . . . •• . . • . . • • . . ••• •• . • • . . . • . . . . . . . . . . .
233,312.18
89, 486. 37
Properly approved in 20-~ile limits . . . . . . . • • • .•••••..•............. . . • • . .
Declarator.v statement fihng;s on approved lands . . . • • • . . . • . . . . . . • . . . . . . . .
35. 37
Erroneously approved........................... . • . . . . • . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1, 732. 83

486,775.83

Due as indemnity .... . .•..•••••.....•. ~- •.•.......••...•.....•..... 1 · . . . . . . . . . . . . ·

193,257.54

324,566.75
I

162,209.08

.8.-CHICAGO AND NORTHWESTERN RAILROAD.

Whole area (116.5 X 10 X640) .••..•.....•.....•... . ...•••••...•.•..........
Properly approved .••••....••• . ..•..... '... . . . . . • . . . . . • . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . ..
Declaratory: statement filings on approved lands ...•.•..••.•.............
Erroneously approved .•••••.••..•.........•••.•••••...•••....•.....••....

745,600.00
515,823.38
236. 28
1,864.63

Due as indemnity ..•• •• . ..•••.....•...•....•••••..........••......................

517, 924. 29

227,675.71

FLINT AND PERE MARQUETTE RAILROAD.

Whole area of grant .•••........ . ...••....•......•.... . ... . ........•...•..
Deduct for contemporaneous grants .............•..•...• . ..•...•• . .......

63,807.97

653,098.80
63,807.97

Net area of grant ......................••.•...••...•••..•.....••.................
Properly approved in 6-m~le limit .····; ..... :···:··.·····..................
258,307.50
1, 019. 47
Declaratory statement fihngs on land m 6-m1le hm1t.......... •. . . . . . . . • • .
Selected lands subject to 11:rant ......•.......••.......•........•.•....... ·.
117. 30

589,290.83

Net loss to grant . ..•....••••..•.......•..••....•••..•..••..•...............•.•....
Properly approved as ino.emr,iity.................. . . . . • • . . • . . . • . . . . . . . . • . .
252, 854. 13
Dedaratory statement filings on approved lands as indemnity...... . . . . . .
160. 00

329,846.56

259,444.27

253,014.13
Due as indemnity.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . ....... . .... .

76,832.43

GRAND RAPIDS AND HifDIANA RAILROAD.

Whole area of grant ...........•.................•...•.•. : . . .....•.•........•......·. . . . .
Deduct on account of contemporaneous grants...................... . . • • • .
44, 465. 31

998, 837.14
44,465. 31

-------1-----N et area of grant. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • • . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
954, 371, 83

.Approved in 6-mile limit ...•............. ; ............•.•...•••. ·-··......
Vacant and subject to grant...............................................

377,400.33
1,724.78
379,125.11

Loss to /1:1'3Ilt . • ...••• ••..••.•••••••...•••....••..•.••...•••••.•••..................
.Approved in 15-mile limit.................................................
410,243.75
pp roved in 20-mile limit . ... . ...... . • • • • • . . . . . • . • • • • • . . • • • • . • • • • • . . . . . . . .
57, 400. 68
Appro])ed ac~ June ~2, 1874.. .. .• .••••• ...• .• ..•••• .•.• •• ••.• .• •.•.•• ...••.
7,704.57
ue asmdemn1ty. .• .. ••...••••. ••. . . . .. . . .. .. . . .• . ••.• •• •.••.•. ... .•
99,897.72

INT 88-VOL I--15

575,246.72

575,246.72
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MICHIGAN-continued.
JACKSON, LANSING AND SAGINAW RAILROAD.

Acres.

Acres.

Whole area of grant....... . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • . • • . • • • • • • . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Deduct on account of contemporaneous grants ...................... ,. ...
62,307.16
----

1, 115, 445. 83

Net area of grant................................................. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Approved to company in 6-mile limit.....................................
338, 335. 87
Vacant anclsubject to grant .. . . . . . .. . •• .. . • . . . .•• . . . .. . . . . . • . . • . .. • •. . . ..
14,409.82
:Erroneously approved to other roads......................................
5,771.26
----

1,053,138. 67

Net loss to grant.................................................... . ... ..........
Approved as indemnity ....••..••..••...•....•••.•... -·... • • • • • • . . . . . . . . . .
403, 458. 72

62,307.16

358,516.05

--69!, 621. 72
403,458. 72

------·1 ----291, 163. 08

Due as indemnity. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . • . . • . • • . • . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . • . .

MINNESOTA.
SAINT PAUL AND DULUTH RAILROAD,

Whole area of grant . : .....•.•••...........•....•...••.•..•........•.... -- -• - --- - ----. -Approved to company in granted limits . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . • . • . . . .
356, 640.12
Vacant and subject to grant~................... ............. ............. _ _ 489. 49
1

934. 835. 92
357,129.61

Loss to grant . . . . . . . • . . . . . . • • . . . . • . . . • . . . • .. . . . . • • • • • • • • . . . . . . . . . . .. . •..... -- --- - .
Approved in 20-mile limit.................................................
291,820.09
Approved in 30-mile limU;. .•. .•.••. ...••• .•••••. ..•.•. ••. .•••••..... ••. . ..
179,469.60

577,706.31

Due as indemnity. . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • • . . . • . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . •.... -. --· · --

106,416.62

471,289. co

SAIN'l' l' AUL, MINNEAPOLIS .AND MANITOBA ltAILUOAD-MAIN LINE.

~\~!t~~tily
t~:~~~~~i>~~~;;e"~~;·i;·~ni;·;~ {i-~ie" ii~i.i::: ::: : : :: ::: : :: ··· ·u: a5i: o:i ·
Deduct moiety for contemporaneous grants in 10-mile limit..............
14, 529. 32

1, 307, 078. 05

Net area of grant ................ .............. ........................... . ..... .
Prop~rly approved in µ:rantecl limits......................................
728,045.11
Erroneously approved in ~ranted limits...................................
686. 55
Declaratory statement fihngs ou ii,pprovecl land& •••.•• .••••... •. . . . . .. . . .
211,416. 84
Vacant and subject to grant..............................................
522. 71
Vacant and selected............... . .. . . .... .. .. .. ....... ......... ..•...
912. 69
Declaratory statement .filings on lands otherwise vacant..................
542. 46
Erroneously a.pp roved to other roads . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. • . • • • . . . . . • .. . . . . • . .
4-, 243. 03

1, 2:15, 821. 58

Net loss to µ:rant .. .... . ................... .... ............ . ...................... .
Prop rly approved as indemnity.................................. .. ......
255,500. GO
Erroneously approved a. Jndemnity . .. .. . .. .. .. . .. .....•... .. ..••.. . . ...
386. 5Q
D ·clamtory stat ment tilings on approv d lands...... . ................. .
41, 458. 88
.Approved act .June 22, 1874...... .. .. ... . . ... . . . .... .. . .. . . .... .. ........ .
12, 422.61

289, 451.29

Deduct prior grants in 10-mile limit.......................................

32,376.12

Ex · · s approval. .............................................. . ................. .

71,256.47

046, 370. 20

:JOO, 862. 68

20, 411.30
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MINNESOTA-continued.
(OLD) SOUTHERN MINNESOTA RAILROAD.

Acres.

Acres.
Whole area of grant ..•.......................••.•.•.••......•••••........
Deduct on account of contemporaneous grants .................... . ...... .
Deduct all the conflicts of the 6 mile of W mona and Saint Peter Railroad
with 10 mile of this road .••..••..•••••..•..•••••......••...•••••.••.....
Net area of grant ..••... . ................•.•..........•.....•.......
Properly approvE>d in granted limits ....•...•..•...............••••.......
Erroneously approved in granted limits ..................••••.•••••......
Declarator.v statement filings on lands approved in grant ......••.........
Vacant and subject to grant ... . .••....•.•.......••••..••••.•••••..•...•...
Dfaposals after definite location ......••....•.•....•..•••.•.....•••.•.•••..
Erroneously approved to other roads .•••......•.....••..••..•••••........

447,863.05
26,144.41
39,556.87

65,701.28
382.161. 77

34,601.80
559. 73
8,532.95
40. 83
]60. 00
320.47

Net loss to grant.................................................... . • . . . . . . . . . . . .
Properly approved as indemnity............ . • . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . .
7,111. 63
Declaratory statement filings on approved as indemnity.... . . . • • . . . • . . . . .
3, 719. 76

44,215.78
337,945.99

Duo,.. IDdomnity .............................................. : .... -............ -/~,:: ~:::

SAINT PAUL AND PACIFIC (BRAINARD BRANCH) RAILROAD,

Whole area' of grant . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Deduct on account of contemporaneous grants . • • . . . . . . . . . • . • . . . . . . . . . . . .
14, 317. 44

654, 202. 43
14, 317. 44

1------1-----639 884 99
Appro~:! t~e:.~l~r~~k::::: :::::: :::::: ::: : :: :::::: ::::·::: ::::: :: :::::: . ·· 12s: 1is.°!i2·
'
'

Approved in 10-mile limit.................................................
Vacant and subject to grant..............................................

154,746. 24
2,081.37

Net loss to grant.... . ....... . • • • • • • •• • • • • • • • • • . . • . • • . • . • • . . • . • • . . . . . . ............ .
Approved in 15-mile limit........................ . • . . . • . • . • . . . . . . . • . . . . . • .
197, 188. 88

.A.pprn~~ ~ :~~~}!~~~::

::::::::: ::::::::: :::::: ::::::: :::::::::: :::: ::

i~: Z~t gI

280,546.53
359,338.46

359,338.46

MISSISSIPPI.
GULF .AND SHIP ISLAND RAILROAD.

Whole area of grant.. .. .•••......... ....•.•. .•. .•• . .• •. ...•••. •. . . . .. .... . ....•... ... . .
Deduct moiety of contemporaneous grants . . . . . • • . • . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . • . . . • . . . . . • .
I

Netarea of grant ......•.•.......•..............•............••..•.......••••.... .
Vacant and subject to grant..............................................
205 843. 75
Approved in 15-mile limit of Southern Railroad and 6-mile of this . • . . . . .
11; 028. 43
Selected as swamp, otherwise vacant......................................
42. 74

567,264.01
131 726. 89
----

553,537.12

216,914.92

Due a N_et loss ~o grant .•••...•...•..•.•........•.•.•.•.. ~ ..•.....•.•.•.••...............
s 1::.demmty, act August 11, 1856.. .. • .• .• . . . . . . . . • . . ••. .• •••••• ••. •••
231 994 03
~~e as indemnity, act June 22, 1874. ..... .••••• ...••. ••.••• .•.... .• • . ...•••
101; 204'. 03
1sposals after July 11, 1884................... •. . . . .• . • • • . . . . •• . . . . ..• . . .
3,423.24

----336,622.20
336,622.20
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MISSISSIPPI-con tinned.
VICKSBURG AND MERIDIAN RAILROAD,

.Acres.
Whole area of grant .................................................. .. . ... ........... .
Deduct on account of contemperaneous grants . • •. .... .. . ... ... . .. . . .. . ..
13,785. 27

Acres.
423,285.08
13,785. 2'i

Netareaofgrant . .. ..................................... .......... =~~ 400,499.81
J)roperly approved in 6-mile limit. -- . . . . . . . . .. ... . ... ...... ... .... .. ......
48, 133.51
Erroneously approved on account of entries, etc....................... ...
2, 314. 78
Declaratory statement filings on approved lands . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . .
1, 895. 04
Erroneously approved in withdrawal of Mobile and Ohio Railroad..... ...
22,954.24
Selected lands subject to grant .. .. .. . .. . . . . .. .. . . . .. .. . .. .. . . . . .. . • • • .. .
398. 99
Declaratory statement filings on lands otherwise vacant.......... . ......
240. 34
75,036.90
Net loss to grant .............................................. ............ ....... .
Properly approved as indemnity.................................... ......
114, 371. 34
Erroneously approved as indemnity . . . .. . . .. .. .. . . .. .. • .. .. . .. • .. .. .. .. . .
641. 20
Filings and entries on land approved as indemnity.... . . . • . . . . . • • . . . • . . . . .
7, 818. 26

333,562.91

Due as indemnity_.......... . ....................................... .. ............ .

210,732.11

122,830.80

VICKSBURG, SHiiEVEPOR'l' AND PAClli'IC RAILROAD,

iis;

r:;:~v~d\i~.lf::u~\ir~;it: :: : : : : ::: :: :::::::: :: : : ::::::: :: : : : : : :: : : : : ::: : : ... . 643: 72'
Vacant and subject to grant........................................ ..... .
7,403.71
333. 10
Disposals after definite location .................. ~.......................
Net loss to grant ........................................... .. .. ... .
t~~~osvt:r,:~~r;~~.i~!.::: :: :: : : : : :: : : : :::: :: : :: :: : :: :: : : ::: : :: : : : : : :: : : :

609, 2!11. 00

106,380.53
592,840.31

254,138.17
338,702.20

592,840.37

MISSOURI.
A'l'L.A.NTIC AND PACIFIC RAILWAY,

.A.-On basis oJ old withdrawal.
Whole area of grimt from 6 to 20 miles ................................ -..
Whole area of grant in 6-mile limits (odd sections) ..................................... Total area. ............ ......... ................................ .... .
Deduct amount approved to Southwest Branch .......................... .

750,619.35
333,572.41
1, 084, 191. 76

433,592.00

Net area of grant ............................................. . ..... --~···· ••.. ··
Properly approved to grant...............................................
412, 875. 04
Erroneously approved (in odd sections in 6 miles)..................... ....
90,198.17

650,508.86

Due as indemnity ............................................................... .

147,524.75

.,03, 074.11

B.-On an accu1·ate measurement of limits.
"\Vhole ar a of grant, from 6 to 20 mil ................................................ .
Whole area of grant in (odd) 6-mile limit ............................................. ..

729,946.47
333, 572. 4.1

Total ar ....................................................................... .
Deduct amount approved t-0 Southwest Branch . ...................... .... ............. .

1,063,518.
433,592.00

P

~et area Ol grant ..... .... . ......................................... ........ ..... .
rop r y approve<f t.o grant..............................................
412, 875. 9-i
rron n ly app ved in (odd) 0-mile limit................................
00, 198.17
Dn

ind mnily .............. ........ .. ......................... ..

629,925. 9
503,074.11
126, 51. 87
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MISSOURI...:..continued.
HANNIBAL AND SAINT JOSEPH RAILROAD.

Acres.

Acres.
Whole area of grant ...............•..•..•...•.....•••••.•.•...•.....•..•...... - -· ..... .
Approved in 6-mile limit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . • . . . . • . • • • . • . . . . . . . . . . . • • . .
229, 386. 21
.Erroneously approved...... . • . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • • . • • . . • . • . • . . • . . . . .
292. 13

~!~]it:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: .-.

778,550.04
:,

229,678.34

fApproved
fr~~~~~1;~outside of limits................................ . .............. aio."2,279.76
off ~g.

548,871.70

Due as indemnity .••.. •.....•• ....•.•••.•.•.•..•.....•..••••..••.•..•...••.•.•...

176,528.64

372, 34-3. 06

PACIFIC AND SOUTHWESTERN RAILROAD.

io ·

Yp~f::edtn°ffii~L;;it::: :: ::: : ::::: :::::::: :::::: :::::::::::::::::::: :: ··· 162: 1ss:
Vacant and subject to grani.............. •. . •. •• • . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . .
40. 00

Appr~:~ l~=~a.f!~t;:::: ."::::::::: :::::: :: : : : :: :: :: : : : : : : : : : ::::::::::
Excess approval. ......•...... 0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - -

- • - - • •• • • • • • --

1, 159, 080. 33
762,828. JO
396,252.23
398,651.83

398,651.83

2,399.60

• •• • • • • • • • • • • •

SAINT LOUIS, IRON MOUNTAIN AND SOUTHERN RAILWAY.

Whole area of grant . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • . . .......... . . .
Approved to company in granted limits..................................
41,744. 7l
Vacant and subject to grant..............................................
890. 00

500,384.44
42,634.71

- -457,749.73
---

Appr~:!

:i1ii::;!it::::: ::::::::::::::~::::::~::::::::::::::::::::::::.--~ifi~rt~ -

457,749.73

OREGON.
COOS BAY MILITARY WAGON ROAD.

Whole area of grant . • . . . . . • . . . . . • . • . • • • • • . . . . . • . . • . . • • . . . . . . . . • • • • . . . . . . . . ............ .
Approved in granted limits...............................................
59,869.91
Vacant and subject to grant..............................................
6,169.34

99,819.35
66,039.25

Net loss to grant ...........••..•.•••..•...•...•..•••••..•..••..••••...............
Approved as indemnity . . . . • . . • • • • • . • . • . • . • • . . • • . • • . • . • • . . • • . . • • . . • • . . . . .
44, 139. 30
Excess approval. ............................. _. _.•..........•.•....

-----33,780.10
44,139.30
10,359.20

WISCONSIN.
cnICAGO AND NORTHWESTERN RAILROAD.

ro~~vard~ of gr~nt : . ·; ..•......•....•...•..••..•...•.••. -..•.•.••.....................
pp
e 1n 6-mile hm1t.. .••• •• . .. . • . .••• •• . • • . . .• . • . • . •• . • • . • . • • . ••. • . .
220,119, 82

561,605.27
220,119.82

Net loss to grant ..... .... ...................................................... ·. Approved as indemnity ............ ·-·.. .•• • •• .••• •• . • • . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .
334,985.56
Due as indemnity . • • . • •• .. .. • • . • •• • .. ... • •• • • • . . .. • .. • • . •• • • • . . . • . .
6, 499. 89

341,485.45
341,485.45
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WISCONSIN-continued.
CHICAGO, SAINT PAUL, MINNEAPOLIS AND OMAHA RAILROAD.

Main line.

Acres.
Whole area of grant ........ .. ...................................... . . . . .
Deduct conflicts, 10-mile limit Wisconsin Central Railroad with 10-mile of'
this ...................................................... ............. .
Deduct conflicts, 10-milelimit West Wisconsin Railroad with 10-mileofthis.
Deduct conflicts with bran<'h lino ......••............•••.•...••........••.
Net area ..•......................••......•.........................
Approved to company in 6·mile limit .••••.....•..••..••.••••...•........
Approved to company in lO·mile limit .••...•......•..•...•..•............
Vacant ......•.•...•..••.•...... .-•....••••..•...•...........•... . .........

Acres.
857,758.15

18,513.86
12,004.76
40, 39~ 03

70,911.65
786,846.50

363,564.68
102,493.04
40,764.02

506,821.74

Loss to grant ...••••.••.••••••.••.•••...••.•...••...••••..••••...•...•........... Approved as indemnity ....•••......•...••••.•.. ·.•••.••••••...•.••.•••..•.
146,971.34
Approved outside of limits ......•••...•.•.._..............................
160. 00

280,024.76

Due as indemnity .•••••.•••.••••••••......•••.••••••.••...•...........••......... -

132,893.42

147,131.34

BAYFIELD BRANCH RAILROAD.

Whole area of grant ............... ........ ........................................ · -· · ·
Deduct conflicts, 10-mile limit Wisconsin Cent,r algrant with 10-mile of this .
32, 739. 74
Deduct conflicts, main line and branch.................................. .
40,393.03

537,495.17

Net area of grant .......................••..••....•.............. ·· -· · · · ·· · · · · · · ·
Approved to company in 6.miJe limit............ . • . . • • . . . . . . . . • . . • . • . . . .
302, 060. 40
Approved to company in 10-mile limit ..•...••.•• ~........................
17,502. 74
Vacant in 6-mile limit . . .. . . .... ... . ... . . .•... .. . . . •• .. . •• . . ... . ....... ..
160. 00
Vacant in lO·mile limit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . ••. . . . • .• • . . • . . . . . . . . . . . .
67,493.42

464,362.40

Net loss to grant ......••.•..•..•..•..••..•...•.••..••..••.............. · · · -· · · · · ·
Approved as indemnity..................................................
3, 853. 43

77,145.84

Due as indemnity .••••..••.•••.......•...•..........••..••.......•.. .••.... -· · · · · ·

73,292.41

73,132.77

387,216.56

3,823.43

FAR'III MORTGAGE LAND COMPANY.

From Portage to Tomah.
2
~:iva:Jt:t~u:\-~1t:::::::::::::: :: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ::::::::::::::1----~~: !4J: ~:
1
Appr~e~ ~!1Jde7!~~;y· :: ::: :: ::::: :: ::: ::: :::: ::: :: ::::::: :::::: ::: ::::: ::: :::::::::::
~~f: m: ~~

Du as inc1emnity. .. . . . ... . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . • . .•. • . • . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

l, 88.'>. 45

M.ADISON .A..."ID PORTAGE RAILROAD.

Wbole nr a of grant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . • . . . . . • . • . . • . . .• . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . .
Properly nppro" u in 6-mile limit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • • • . . • . . . . .
1, 035. 38
D :1a: tory tntement ftllnge on land approved on 6-mile limit . .•• • • • • . .
80. 00
~

115. 719. 68
1, 115. 38

£n ....................... ............................1------1
.......351.
....22... -----114, 604. 30

lo to
Proy;rly approv n ind mnity......................... .• . . • . . . • • • . . • . . .
D
ry stn ment fi.lln ra on l nd approved as indemnity.............

159. 75

Duo aa indemnity ...••..••..•.•••.••••••••••••••...••.•••••••.••••...••.•..•..•..

510. 97
114,093.33

2.31

PUBLIC LANDS.

WISOONSIN-continued.
WEST WIBCONSil( B.ULBOAD.

From Tomah to Lak, Saint Orolte.

.Acree.
Whole area of grant . • • . . . • . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . • . . . • . . • • . • • . • . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . .
Deduct on account of contemporaneous grants............................
11,789.27

,4.ores.
933,926.80
11,789.27

--------1------

Appr~:~ ~~efo~~~~~~i~::::::: :: ~ :::::::::: : : : :: : :: :::: :: : : : : : : : : ::: : : : .... 375; 2i4." iil
Erroneously approved, being in limits of prior withdrawal for North Wis2,840.95
consin Railroad.........................................................
Vacant and subject to grant..............................................
1,570.87
160. 00
Approved to other roads having no right.................................
Disposals after definite location . . .. . ••... •. . . •. . .•• . . •. . • . .• •••• ••• .•••..
3,336.85

Net loss to ~nt .................................................................. ·
394,963.87
Approved in 20-mile limits................................................
Approved outside oflimits............... •• • •• . • • . • •• •• • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • . • • .
2, 956. 34
Due as indemnity .•••••••••••••.•••.••••••••••••••.••..•••.•.••...•..•••....••••••

922,137.53

383,122.86
539,014.67
397,920.21
141,094.46

WISCONSIN CENTR.lL RAILROAD.

Whole area of grant...................................................... •••••••••.•••.
467. 50
Deduct conflicts, 10-mile limit Bayfield Branch with 10-mile of this.......

1,233,029.74
467. 50

Net area of grant .....•.·...•................••••••.••.......•...... .••..•........
A.pp roved to company in grant...........................................
4.01, 948. 45
Vacant and subject to grant..............................................
21,546.88

1, 232,562.24

Net loss to grant .•••••....•.••..••.••.••..•••.••••••.•••..•...•••...•............
Approved to company as indemnity.....................................
228,347.06
Approved to company south of Steven's PoiJlt.. .....• ...................
11,540.15
Disposals after de~te location..........................................
3, 564, 98

809,066.91

Due aa indemnity-······························-············
............. .
.
; 1::.:; ' -

665, 714-. 72

423,495.33

243,352.19
..: ·~~·· •·

I

.::-·,

.....

~
~

Stat,m~nt showi11g the date of flli,ig maps by milroad cornpanies and the dates of withdrawals of la·nds made thereon.

~

State.

Map.

Name of road.

Termini.

. is· Central . .. . .. .. . .. • . D e fl n1'te Io oat·on
{Cairo to Chicago . •.•.. ··••···••••••·••••· i
i
• • Central'1a to D u b uque .••..•...••..••.•••. ',
Dlinols . • . . . • • • . . . . . • • . .. .. . . Ill mo
Alabama..................... :Mob le and Ohio Ri..-er •••••..••. do • • .. • • • • . • • • . Chestang's boundary, near Mobile, to Mis.
sissippi Stat~ne.
Do .....••...•...••..•........ do ...............•..••..•.. do .• .. . . • • . • • • . Chestang's boundary to south boundary
of Mobile.
lfieaisslppi . ....................... do ......................... do ............. Alabama State line to T. 8 N., R. 17 E.,
Mississippi.
Do .... . ...................... do ..•••..... • .••.•••.....•. do . • ... • ... • ••. T. 8 N., R.17 E., to Tibby Creek .•••••.••.
Do ...•..••..•••••••••••.••... do .•••..••..••..••.•....••. do • . • • . . • • . • • • . Tibby Creek to north boundary of Missie·
.
. .
sippi.
Vicksburg and Mendiu ........ do ....... ...... Jackson to Alabama line
Do ..................... Gulf and Ship Island ........... do ............. Brandon to Mississippi City ........ · •.••.

Do.....................

Alabama .................... j Alabama and Florida. .•.•••• , .••. do ............. , Montgomery to Florida line

When filed.

July 10, 1852 Sept. 20, 1850 ..

0
."l

Nov. 18, 1851
Jan. 31 1853
'
Sept. 19, 1857
Nov. 23, 1860

Sept. 20, 1850 ..
None .••..•••. I Indian Janda.

P:t

Sept.18, 1856

Do..................... Mobile and Girard ..•..••••.•••. do • • • • • .. • •• • • • Girard to Blakely, on Mobile Bay......... June 1, 1858

.... do ............. ! :Montgomery to Calera .................... , July 26, 1871

·············! Gadsden to Geergia State line ............ Sept. 20, 1858

Do ..................... Coosa and Tennessee . ......... . do .•••••••••••• Gadsden to Guntersville .................. Jan. 18, 1859
l!'lorlda . . • . . • . • •• . • . • . . • ... . . Alabama and Florida . ..•••• . .•. do ............ . Pensacola to Alabama. State line.......... Ang. 13, 1856

Aug. 9, 1856 ...
S Aug. 9, 1856 •.
) July 8, 1884 ..
5 May 17, 1856 ..
l Feb. 13, 1857 •.
5June 19, 1856.
l Feb.13, 1857 ..
5June 19, 1856 .
l Feb.13, 1857 ..
5 June 19, 1856.
} Feb. 13, 1857.•
June 19, 1856.
Feb.13, 1857 . .
Jan. 7, 1869 .. •
5June 19, 1856 .
l Feb. 13, 1857 ..
SJune 19, 1856 .
) Feb.13, 1857 •.
5June 19, 1856.
l Feb. 13, 1857 ••
June 9, 1856 .•.
5 May 17, 1856.
l May 23, 1856 •
May 23, 1856 ..
Ma.y 23, 1856 .•
S May 17, 1856.
} July 8, 1856 ••
Sept. 6, 1856 ••
A r. 25, 1867 •
~ l ' - 16, 1881 .

l

Do..................... Florida, Atlantic and Gulf .... do ••••••••••••. Jacksonville to Lake City .... • • .. • • •• . .. • Ang.19, 1857
Central.
Lake City to Tallaliassee ...••.••.•••..•• · 1 Ang.17, 1857
0
Tallahas~ee to Pensacola • • • • . • • • . • . • . . • • . May 10, 1858
:: : :: : ::
Do ••••••••••••••••.•••. Florida. Ra.ilway and Na.vi- .••. do ............ . Fernandma to Cedar Key................. Sept. 22, 1857
gation.
Deo. 14, 1860
.... do ..••.••...... ! Waldo to Tampa ..... .
Do .••.•••••••••••••••...••••. do ...... .
Dec. 5,1856 May 31, 1856 ..
New
Orleans
to
Morgan
City
I,oa1aiana •••••••••••••••••••. I New Orleana, Opelonsas and I. .. .do .
Grea.t Westem.
·

:i~ ::::: :: :::: ::

~

8

Sept. 20, 1850 ..

Do..................... South and North Alabama ...•• •do • • ....... ••• . Decatur to Calera ......................... May 30, 1866

B~:::::::::::::: ::::::: .:.~~~~~ ~ .~~.~~~~~~:

~

"'O
0

Nov. 18, 1851

Do ..................... Selma, Rome a.nd Dalton ..•..•.. do ............. Selma to Gadsden ......................... Mar. 27, 1858

Do ..................... 1 Coosa andChattooga ........ l····do

Remarks.

Feb. . 1',.,, 1852 Sept. 20' 1850 •.
Aug. 28, 1849 Sept. 20, 1850 ..

Do..................... Alabama and Chattanooga ...••. do .. • • . .. • . . ••. Mississippi State line to Georgia line .•••. No!. 29, 1858

Do ..................... 1...... do

Withdrawal
ordered.

I
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Do .•••••••••••••••••••• 1 Vioks:lmrg, Shreveport and
do .••••••••..• Vi<:ksburg, via Shreveport, to Texas State I Mar. 27, 1857 I May 31, 1856 ..
Pacific.
·
line.
.Arkansas.................... Saint Louis, Iron Mountain .••. do . • . . • . . • • • • • . Missouri State line to Texarkana......... Aug.11, 1855 5 May 19, 1853 .
and Southern.
} June 13, 1867.
Do •••••••.••.•••••••••. Memphis and Little Rock ....•. do ..•••••••••.. Hopefield to Little Rock ..•••..•.••..•••.. .Aug.18, 1855 5 :May 19, 1853.
l Mar. 14, 1P68 .
Do .••••••••••....•.•.•. Little Rook and Fort Smith . .... do .••••.••••••. Little Rock to Fort Smith ..••.••••...•.•. Aug.13, 1856 5 May 19, 1853 .
l Mar. 14, 1868.
Missouri. •.•.•••. · .•...•••... Hannibal and Saint JoseP,h ..•.. do............. Hannibal to Saint Jo11eph .••••••.•••..... June 10, 1853 June 11, 1852 ..
Do .••••••••••••••••••.. Southwest branch of Pacific .••. do............. Saint Louis, via Springfield, to western Nov. 25, 1853 June 11, 1852 ..
Road.
boundary of State.
,Do..................... Saint Louis, Iron Mountain .••. do . • • • •• . • • • • . . Mississippi River, opposite Cairo, Ill., to Feb. 16, 18571 { ~!~
•
and Southern.
Arkansas State line,
1
May 10, 1856 .
Iowa ................... ...... 1 Burµ_ngt.on and Missouri
do •••••..••••• -I Burlington to the Missouri River .•....•• j .April 7, 1857 June 16, 1864.
{ June 7, 1865 ..
River.
May 10, 1856 .
Do .••. . ••..•.. . ..••••• . ! Chicago, Rock Isla.nd and .••. do
Davenport to Council Bluffs •••.• ••••••.... j .April 1, 1857 { June 16, 1864.
Pacific.
June 7, 1865 ..
rMay 10, 1856 .
Do •..•••.....•.•.••••.. l Cedar Rapids and Missouri .••. do .•••••••.••.. , 5 Mississipp! to Missouri River .•••.... ••· June 15, 1857 ~ June 16, 1864
River.
l Cedar Rapids to Council Bluffs .•••••..•. Dec. 19, 1867 June 7, 1865 ..
June 12, 1875.
May 10, 1856·.
Do..................... Dubuque and Pacific ••••.•..... do • ••• •• •. . • . . . Dubuque to Sioux City, with branch to Oct. 11, 1856 , Oct. 20, 1856 ..
Oct. 22, 1856 ..
mouth Tete des Morta Creek.
June 16, 1864.
Do •••••••••••••.••••••• Sioux City and Saint Paul ...••. do............. Sioux City to Minnesota line •••••••••.•••. July 17, 1867 Aug.26.1867 ..
Do..................... Chicago, Milwaukee and .••. do............. McGregor to west line of range 40 in Aug. 30, 1864 5 Sept. 12, 1864.
l Oct. 24, 1864 ..
Saint Paul.
O'Brien County.
Do .•.•••.••••••••.•••.•. ~ .... do .••••••••••••••.•••...••. do .•••••.•••••. Throu!!h Clay County, or from east line Jan. 27, 1869 Feb. 4, 1869 ••.
of range 35 to west line of ran~e 38.
Do ••••••••••.•••••••••.•••••• do ••••.•••••..••••.•....••. do............. East line of range 39 to junction with Sept. 2, 1869 I Mar.15, 1870 ..
Sioux City and St. Paul R. R., in sec.
19, T. 97, R. 42.
Michigan •••••••••••••.• •••••. , Detroit and Milwaukee ..•.. , .••. do ••••••••••••. Owasso to Grand Haven .•••••••••••••....
,Tan. 5, 18581 May 30, 1856 ••.
Do .•••..•••••••...•••.. Port Huron and Milwaukee ..••. do
Port Huron to Owasso ••••••••••••.•••....
9, 1857 M.ay 30, 1856 .. .
Do..................... Flint and Pere Marquette ...••. do .••••.••••••. Flint to Ludington ...•.••••••.•••••••••••. Dec.
Do .••••••••••...·•..•••. Jackson, Lansing and Sagi•.••. 1o .•••...•••••. Am boy to Little ·Traverse Bay •••••••••••. Aug, 18, 1857 May 30, 1856 .. .
Oct.
23,
1858 May 30, 1856 .. .
naw, formerly Amboy,
Lansing and Traverse Bay.
Do .•••••.••..••.•• ·••·· Grand Rapids and Indiana ..•••. do .•••••••••••. Grand Rapids to 'i.etoskey.......... • • • • • . Dec. 2, 18571 {
Do •••••••.••..••••••••..••••. do ..•..•••••••••..•••..•••. do ••••••••••••. Fort Wayne to Grand Rapids .•••••.•••••. May 22, 1866 Oct. 23, 1866 ..
Do •••••••••••••••.•.•.. Marquette, Houghton and .••. do .••••.•••.... Marquette to Ontonagon .................. Jan. 14, 1~59 l5May
1856 Apr. 30,
28, 1865.
D
Ontonagon.
0 ••••••••••••••••••••. Bay de Noquet and Mar..••. do .•••••••••••.
Marquette to Little Bay de Noquet...... Dec. 17, 1857 May 30,1856 ..
D
quette.
o ••• • •••••••.• •• • • • . . . Ontonagon and State Line ...... do .•••••..••.
Ontonagon to Wisconsin State line ••••••. Nov. :JO, 1857 May 30,1856 ..
Do .••••••••••• ~ ••••••. Chicago and Northwestern. Genera route .....
Mouth of Menominee River to Marquette. Not shown .. {

.Act of
Act of
Act of
Act of
Act of
Act of

1$53.
1866.
1853.
1866.
1853.
1866.

1;, 1:~~ · Act of 1853.

I· ...
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Act of 1866.
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Statement s11owi11g thc"dates of filing maps by railroad companies and the dates of withdrawals of lands made tliere~n-Continued.

Name of road.

State.

Termini.

Map.

When filed.

Withdrawal
ordered.

I

f~=b: ~oi~~~

B~::::::::::::::::::::: ::::::~~ ::::::::::::::::::::: ::::i~ ............ .

t
l

l.... ·············1

r

~

Remarks.

Madison to Portage ................... ····1 July 16, 18571 May 29.1856 ..
WJsooD~in .....••..•••••.
.~d~s~~. ~~.~ .~i.l~~~.~~~:: ,. ~~~~i~~·l·~~~~~~~:: Madison, via Portage, to Prescott ••••.•.. Sept. 7, 1857 May 29. 1856 ..
Do .... . ................ Chicago, Sa.int Paul, Min· .••. do ..••.... •••• . Tomah to Hudson ........................ June 91 1665 Feb. 5, 1866 .. .
neapolis and Omaha, for'5 May 29, 1856.
merly West Wisconsin.
Prescott to Superior City ......... • .. • ... · I Mar. 2, 1858 j ~ Feb. 28, 1866 ..
Do ..................... I Chicago, Saint Paul, Min· ..•. do
neapolis and Omaha, for!
I 5May 29 1856
mer1y North Wisconsin.
Do ..................... •••••• do ......•.................. do .•••••••.•... Junction with main line to Bayfield ..•.•. July 17, 1858 t Feb 28 •1866 ·
1
9
Wisconsin Central ....•..... .... do • ..•.•.•.... . Portage, v~a S~vens Point and Bayfield, Nov. 10, 1869
:: ,,
Do.
to Superior City.
· '
···
May 29, 1856 ..
Fond
du
Lac
to
Michigan
line
.•••......•.
Nov.
30,
1857
Do .................... . ,Chicago and. Northwestern ., .... do
Through townships 31 to 36 N., inclusive. Jan. 8, 1863 Mar. 6. 1863 ...
South line of township 37 N. to Michigan June 1, 1868 June 18, 1868 ..
( Mar. 7, 1857 ..
line.
June 20, 1857.
lfinneaota . .................. 1 SaintPaul, Minneapolis and I ..•• do .•••.. . : . .•.. I Stillwater to west line of range 38 .••..... Dec. 5, 1857 Mar. 25, 1858 .
Manitobamain line.
July 10, 1865.
5 Aug. 14, 1868 .
Do··· .. •••••·•·•••••·· · 1· .. ···do · · · • .. · • • • • • · • .. • • • · ·1 ···.do · · ••• · · .•••. · 1 Range 39 to range 41 W., inclusive . • • • . . . Aug. 5, 1868 t Apr. 12, 1869 .
Do ....... - .................. do .....•••••.•.••••••...••. do ..•.••.••••.. West line of range41 to Breckinridge_.•.. May 10,1869 May 25,1869 ..
( Mar. 7, t857 ..
~ June 22,1857.
Do ..................... Brainerd Branch .•••••••••••.... do ...•..••••... Minneapolis to Crow Wing ............... Dec. 5, 1857 Mar. 25, 1858 .
July 10, 1865 .
Saint Cloud to Saint Vincent .•••••••••.• · 1 Dec. 19 ,1871 Feb. 6, 1872 ... .
Do ..................... ! Saint Vincent extension .... 1•••• ,10
Mar. 7, 1857 . .
June 22, 1857.
Winona to west line of range 31 ...•••.... July 29, 1853 Mar 25, 1858 ..
Do ..................... l Winona and Saint Peter .... l.... do
{
July 10, 1865 .
S Aug. 10, 1864
Do ..................... 1······do .................... .
do
Ranges32to 37,inclusive ................. lAug. 3,1864 t July 10, 1875
Do ...... . ............. . ...... do .••...••.•.•••••••••..••. do ....••..•.... Range 38 .•••...•..••.•••...•...••••••••••. Feb. 23 1867 Aug. 15, 1867 . .
5 Ang. 15, 1867.
Do .•••••....•••.••.•••..•••.. do ......................... do ............. Ranges 39 to 43, inclusive ................. Sept. IO 1868 't Apr. 24,1869
Aug. 15, 1867 Minneso~,
Do.
~ June 10, 1871.
Do ..................... 1•••••• do ..................... 1 General route ..... , West line of range 43 to Big Sioux River I June 9, 1873 June 19, 1873. Dakota.
in Dakota.
Do.
I Nov. 11, 1873.
Do.
Sept. 1, 1873 sept. 2, 1814 ••.
Do ..... ..•.....•...... 1•••••• do ..................... ! Definite location .. !. ... do ........•.

·:::I·~~

~
~ ·

~
t_rj
i,;

0

~
~

0

r.rj
~

lJ:l
t_rj

t/2

M

a

~
t_rj
~

:i,..

~

~

0

r.rj

~

lJ:l
t_%j

~

z~

t_rj
pj
~

0

~

Do ••••••••••••••••••••• l St.Paul and Sioux City ••••. j •••• do
Do ..•.•••••.•••.••.•••. 1······do
Do .. ••.•••.•••.•••.•••..••• •. do
Do ..• •..••.•••...•...•..•.•.. do

..•. do

:::::::::J:::·:: .............

St. Paul and :Minneapolis to west line
Sec.23,T.108,R.27W.
Westline of Sec.23, T.108,R. 27, to west
line of Sec. 31, T. 107, R. 31.
West line of Sec. 31, T.107, R. 31, to Sec.
30, T.104, R. 39.
Sec. 30, T. 104, R. 39, to southern bound·
ary of State.

f Mar. 7, 1857 ..
F1,b. 20, 1858 ~ i1u:re
lJuly7,i864.:
.... do ..••... Sameasabove.

:ft·:::r

June 28, 1865 Aug. IO, 1865 ..
July 'l, 1866 Oct. IO, 1869 ...

:Mar. 7, 1857 ..
June 22, 1857 .
Do ..••..•••••.••..••... I :Minnesota Central .•••.•.... I.... do ..••••..•.... I :Minneapolis to southern boundary of I Jan. 25, 1858 :Mar. 25, 1858 .
{
State.
Dec. 6, 1867 ...
( Mar. 7, 1857 ..
22, 1857.
Do ..•...••..•..••••..•. I Southern :Minnesota •••••••• J•••• do
La Crescent to Rochester .•••.••.•••••.••. I Feb. 20, 1858 <June
:Mar. 30, 1858 .
,July 10, 1865 .
Do ...•..••...•..••..... , Southern :Minnesota Rail· General route ..... I Houston to western boundary of State .••. j Aug. 11, 1866 Aug.23, 1866 .. To west line of R.
·
way E:dension.
89 only.
Do ..••..•...••..••..•• . .•.•.. do .•••••••••.•••••••••. 1 Definite location .. Sec. 21, T. 104, R. 37, to Sec. 20, T. 119, Dec. 10, 1866 Apr. 26, 1867 . .
R.46.
Do .............•.•..... l....•. do .•••.•••••••••••••••. 1• • • • do
Sec. 21, T. 10!, R. 37, to Sec. 2, T. 103, R. ..•. do ........... do ........ .
18.
Do ........................... do .•••.••••••.••..••••..••. do . •••••. .•.... Sec. 2, T.103, R.18, to Sec. 22, T.104, R. 8 ... Feb. 11, 1867 . ... do ...•.....
Do ........................... do .....••.....••.•••••..••. do .•••••••••••• HoustontoSec.22,T.104,R.8 ................. do ........... do .......•.
Do . ...................... . .. . do .....•..... .••..••....... do............ . Sec.~. T.104, R. 39, to west line of State ... :May 4, 1871 :May 17, 1871 ..
Do . .................... Hastings and Dakota....... General route ..••. Hastmgs to western boundary of State •.. July 11, 1866 July 12, 1866 .. .
Do ........................... do .........• . . ••.••..•. Definite location ...•.•.. do . ................................... June26,1867 A.pr.22,1868 ..
Do.............. ....... St. Paul and Duluth .•...•.. General route.... St. Paul to Duluth ........................ May 7, 1864 :May 26, 1864 .. .
Do . ................. . . . . ..... do ...... : ..... : . . • • • • . . Definite location. . . ..... do . . . . . . . . . . . • . • • • • . • • . • • . . • . . • . . . . . . Sept. 25, 1866 Nov. 2, 1866 .. .
86
Xansas .•.••.•••.•••.•••.•••. Atchison, Topeka and Santa •••. do ...••..•••••. Atchison to Emporia .•••••.•••.••••••••••. Oct. 19, 1868 ~ DAepcr·
86:Fe
l
· -20• 1863
··
·d
d
E
·
t
w·
h·t
s
t
3
1869
5
A
pr.
·
0
D o .••••••••••.••.••..........
••••••••••••••••••••••••• o •.••••.••••••
mpor1a o 1c 1 a...................... ep . ,
t Oct. 23, 1869 ..·
Feb. 6, 1871..
Do .••....••..••••..••...••... do ..••••••••...•.•••• ...••. do .•••••••..... Wichita to Fort Dodge ..•...•••...••..•.. Jan. 30,1871 . Feb.25,1871..
{ Feb. 27, 1871..
Do ..•••••.••.•••••• ···· !······do .••.•••.••. ·········· !····do·······
Newton to Sec. 27, T. 23, R. 5 w. ···:·--··· Sept. 23, 18Jl Sept. 28, 1871 ..
Do .• •••••••••••..•........... do ....•.•.•...•••••....•••. do .•..•••••••.. :Month of Pawnee creek to west line of Apr. 19, 1812 May 10, 1872 ..
range 27 W.
5July 19, 1872.
Do ..••••••••••••••••... l ...... do. '
• • • • • • • • • • 1• • • • do ..•••••.••••. ) Sec.15,T.26,R.27W.,to Colorado line .••. June29,1872
t Apr. 13, 1882 .
Do .•••.••••••••••.•••.. I :Missouri, Kansas, and Texasl ..•. do ••••••••••• .. Junction City to north boundary of Osage Feb 19 1867 5 Apr. 20 • 1863 ·
· '
l :Mar. 19; 1867.
lands.
'
Do ..•••••.••..•••...... l...... do ..••...
. .•. do ..••••••••••. North boundary of Osage lands to south· Jan. 8, 1868 Jan. 2i, 1868 .. ._
ern boundarv of State.
Do ..••••••••••••••.•• ·.. , Leavenworth, Lawrenceand l .... do .•• ••••...... Lawrence to north boundary of Osage Nov. 28, 1866 5 Apr. 20 , 1863 ·
t Apr. 30, 1867.
Galveston.
lands.
Do ..................... ...... do
North boundary of Osage lands to south· Jan. 2, 181i8 Jan. 21, 1868 ...
. ••. do
ern boundary of State.
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Statemc11t showing the datu of filing rnaps by 1·ailroad companies and the dates of withdrawals of lands made thereon-Continued.
Map.

Name of road.

Stnt....

Sa.int Joseph 11,Ild Denver
City.

Termini.

I Definite location. ·J Elwood,
Kans., on Missouri River
Union Pacific near Fort Kearney.

ebrnsl,.1, . ••..••••••••.•••••. 1 Union Paoifl.0 .•••••.•••..•.. 1..•. do

Withdrawal
ordered.

When filed.

to I Mar. 28, 1870

First 100 miles west of Omaha •••.•••.••• . 1 Oct. 24, 1864

Remarks.

Apr. 8, 1870 •..

f Dec.16, 1863 .•

Nebraska.
Do.
Dec. 22, 1863 .•
Do.
Dtc. 16, 1864 ..
Do.
Dec.19, 1864 ..
f Dec. 18, 1867 ..
Do.
l Dec. 28, 1867 .. Colorado.
Feb. 6, 1866 ...
Aug. 21, 1866 ..
NoJJ.e· · .. · · · • ··

~

l

Amended location ....... ~o ..... ·.. . .•..••.•••.. • • • • • • · • • • · • • · · Sept. 23, 1865
General route..... 100 mlles west of Omaha to Salt Lake ..... June 25, 1865
Definite location.. Second 100 miles west of Omaha .......... Jan. 19, 1866
Amended location ..••••. do ................................... July 5, 1806
Definite location.. Third 100 miles west of Omaha ..••••••••. July 23,1866
Amended location ..•..•. do . ·················· ..••••..•.•••••. :Mar. 30,1867 Ii~~~
Definite location.. Fourth 100 miles west of Omaha. .••.•••.•..••. do ..••••. June 26, 1867 ..
Do.
Nov. 6, 1869 ..
.
Dec. 21, 1870 .. Nebraska.
Amended location ....... do ..••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••. Jan. 6, 1868 { Apr. 2l, 1871 •
Do.
Do ..................... J •••••• do
Nov. 8, 1873 .. Colorado.
Do.
Nov. 6, 1869 ..
.
Dec. 21, 1870 . N-,braska.
Colorado.
Nel>~ka, Colo1-ado, and Wy· 1······do •.••••••••••••••• ····1 Definite location •. , Fifth 100 miles west of Omaha .••••• ······l····do . .••••. ,
W_yoming.
onung.
I Apr. 17, 1871.
Do.
Do.
May 11, 1872 .
Nov. 6, 1879 .. Colorado.
Do.
Nov. 8, 1873 ..
Sixth 100 miles west ofOmaha .•••••.•.••. 1.••. do ..•••• . 1 Aug. 9, 187<• .. Wyoming.
Colorado and Wyoming .•••.. 1•••. ,.do .• •••••••••••••••.••. 1.••• do
Do.
Apr. 17, 1871.
May 11, 1872 .
Do.
Seventh 100 miles west of Omaha ..•...•. · 1July 2, 1868 1 Aug 9 1870
Wyoming .....•.•••.••..••••. 1······do .....................
do
Do.
Eighth
100
miles
west
of
Omaha
.....••...
Oct.
21,
1868
Apr·
7
l87i
·
Do ......••.••••••• •••• . ...... do ..•.•.•.•••• ..••..•• .• ••. do
1
Do.
Ninth 100 miles west of Omaha ..•••...•...... do . . . . • . .
· '
·
Do .........•.....••.•...•• ••• do ......................... do
Do.
f Aug. 9, 1870 ..
Do.
I Apr. 17, 1871.
Tenth 100 milei_:1 west of Omaha ..•••••.• ·· Apr. 28, 1869 11 May 15, 1869 . Utah.
Wyoming and Utah ...•..
do
Do.
Eleventh 100 miles west of Omaha .•.......••. do . .••••. Apr. 6, 1870 ..
Do . .....•...........•........ do
Do.
Apr. 22, 1872.
Do.
Oct. 16, 1873 ..
General 1·oute .... I Sacramento to eastern boundary of State I June 30, 1862 I Aug. 2, 1862 .. - California.
Califol'nia and Nevada .•••••. I Central Pacific
and to Big Bend of Truckee River.
Aug. 9, 1804. -1 California and Ne·
alifornia. and Nevada .•••••. j Central Pacific .•••••.•••••. , .... do·············\ Sacramento to eastern boundary of State I July 6, 1864
vada.
and to Big Bend of Truckee River.
~
Aug. 30, 1866
Do.
Do . .....•••.•.•..•••••. 1•••••• do
Nel>!-n"kn, Colorndo, and Utnh1···· .. do ..•••••.•••••
Nobm~kn ......•.••••.• •.•••..••••• do
Do ...... . .••...•...•. .••••. do.
Do ..... -·············· · ...... do
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Utah and Nevada .•••....•••. 1.••••• do .•••••..•••••.••..••. 1•••• do ..•••..••.••. 1 Salt I:ake to eastern boundary of Cali· J Apr. 28, 1865 I May 12, 1865 ..
forma.
8, 1866 ..
Mar. 26, 1864 l5 May
-California .......•••••...... ··1······do .•.....•.•.. ·········1 Definite location .. Sacramento east 50 miles ..... .
Apr.9.1868 ..
Do ...............•.•.•....... do ......•....••••••.....•.. do ..•.....•.... 39th to 98th mile.post ..•....•.....•....... Nov. 3, 1866 Apr. 0, 1868 .•.
-California and Nevada .........•... do .•......••..••••......••. do
98th mile.post to Big Bend Truckee River. Nov. 14, 1867 .... do ........ .
ig Bend Truckee River to Humboldt t Apr. 23, 1867 5 Jan. 201 1868 ..
Nevada .....•.••.••.....••••..•••.. do ..••.. .•.•..•••...••...•. do
Wells.
5
l Jan. 29, 1868 .•
Nevada and Utah .•...•...••....... do •.••••.....••.•.•..•..••. do.............
umuoldt Wells to Weber Canon .••..... May 15, 1868 Feb. 27, 1869 ...
Utah ........•••................... . do ...••........•••••....... do ..•..••...... Monument Point to Echo Summit ..•..... Oct. 20, 1868 May 15, 1869 ..
-Calliorina .••.••••.•.•......•. Western Pacific ••••••.••••. General route ..... Sacramento to San Jos6 ..........••...... Dec. 8, 1864
Do .••...•.....•••.•.••..••••. do .••.•..••••••.••...•. Definite location .. San Jose north 20 miles ....•.•..•......... Nov. 10, 1866
Do ..••....••••• , ••..••..•.••. do ..•••....•... . .•..••..... do .••......•.•. 1st to 20th mile south and west of Sacra- Sept. 1, 1869
mento.
Do ...... .
20th to 83d mile south and west of Sacra. Oct. 27, 1869 ~ May 6, 1870 ..
• ••••. do ••••••..••••.•••••••. J . . • . do
mento.
83d to 103d mile south and west of Sacra. Jan. 21, 1870
Do .....••......•...•... l ...... do •.•••••••.••..••.••.. J •••. do
mento.
Sacramento to San Jose ................••. Feb. 1, 1870 J
1· i;;~abie
Kansa~~~ci ·Neb;a;k;.·::::::: 1· Kai;s~~ ~~d
Lawrence to 100th meridian in Nebraska .. July 4, 1862 July 17,.1862 •.
Do .•••••••••••..••..••..••••• do ••••••.•••••••••.•••. General route ..... Kansas City to 100th meridian in Ne. July 1, 1865 None .••...••.
braska.
Kansas ...................... ...... do .••...••.•••••••••••. · Definite location .. Kansas City to Fort Riley ..•..•.••.••••.. Jan. -11, 1866 Feb. 16, 1866 .••
Do .••.•••...•..••••.••....... do •••• •• . •••• •• • •. . • • • . General route • . . . Fort Riley to Colorado boundary .•.....•.. ... . do .•..•. July 14, 1866 .•
Colorado .• : ...••••.••••••.•...•••.. do •••.•••••••••.••.•••..•.. do .••.•.••.•••. Colorado line to Denver and beyond .•••.. Nov. 30, 1866 Dec. 10, 1866. ~.
June 14, 1867.
Kansas .••.•••••••••••.•••••..•.••. do ....••••••••••••.•••. Definite location .. Fort Riley to Fort Harker .•...••.•••.•••. May 8,1867 5
~ July 18, 1867 .
Do ..•.••••••.•••.••••••.••••. do •.•••••••••••.••••••..... do ......••..•.. Fort Harker to Fort Hays .••.•..••.••..•. Sept. 21, l 867
Do ..••••••••••••••••••..•••.. do ..••.••.••.•••••••••..... do ............. 1 Fort Hays or 290th mile•postto335thmile· Dec. 6,1867 } Feb. 5, 1868 ..
post.
335th to 405th mile.post ..•...•••••••••.••. May 6, 1870 ~ept. 15, 1870 ..
Do .••••••••••••••••.••. !•••••• do .••• ~ ••. ~ ••.••.•••••. !.••. do
Apr. 27, 1874 .
2 1
Xansas and Colorado .••.•••. l .••••. do •••••••••••.•••••.••. J •••. do
405th mile.post to Denver, Colo ..••....•.. May 26, 1870 ~
l Sept. 29,11870 .
General route ..•.. Denver to Union Pacific Railroad ..•..•.. Nov. 30, 1866 Dec.10, 1866 .. .
Colorado and WyominJ······1 Denver Pacific ..••.
.
{ Oct. 4. 1869 .. .
Do ..••••..••••••••••••.•••••• do .•...•••••.••.••••••• Definite location .. Denver, Colo., to Cheyenne, Wyo .••..•.. Aug. 20, 1869 Aug. 9, 1870 ..
Nov. 7, 1870 ..
ltanl!lal!I ••••••••••••••••••••• • 1 Central B r an c h U n ion I General route •.••. Sa.int Joseph to Republican River .•.• •.••.. June27, 1863 July 9 1863 ...
Pacific.
Do ••••.••••••••••••..•...••.. do .•••.••...••••.•••••• Definite location .. ~issouri R~ver to S. 9, T. 5. S., R. 8 E
Mar. 6, 18661 Mar.15, 1866 ..
Do •.••••••••••••••••••.•••••• do • . •• • •• .•• • •• ••• • •• •. Probable route.... Big Blue River to 100th mile.post wel!lt of Mar 16, 1867 Mar. 27, 1867 ..
Missouri River.
June 5, 1868 ..
Do .••••••••••••••••••• ·1······do .••••••••••••••••.•• ·1 Definite location •. Missouri River to 100th mile·post •••••••. May 29, 1868 June 22, 1868.
June 24, 1868.
. Iowa and Nebraaka .......... Sioux City and Pacific •••••• General route ..••. Sioux City, Iowa, to Fremont, Nebr ..••••• JuRe27, 1865 None .. ·...... .
5
Feb.17, 1868 ..
Do ...•...••••••.••...•. .••... do •••••••••••••••••••••.••. do •••••••••••••.••••• do . .•• • • • . ••• •• • ••• •• • •• • •••• •• ••• • • • June t, 1868
l Feb. 18, 1868 ..
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Staleme11t showing the dates of filing 1na11s by 1·ailroad conipanies and the dates of withdr(f,W«,ls of lands m11,de thereon-Continued.
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Stat..,.

Name of road.

When filed.

Termini.

Map.

Withdrawal
ordered.

Remarks.

Feb. 3, 1866 ...
Mar. 20, 1866.
Burlington and Misaouri I Definite loca.tion .. l Missouri River to Fort Kearaey .••..•••. J JuBe22, 1865 { Mar. 24, 1866 .
River.
·
Dec. 11, 187L.
5Feb.H,1867 .. Missonri.
lfiasood...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Atlantic and Pa.oifio . • • • • • • . Designated route . Springfield, Mo., to west line of State ..•.. Dec, 17, 1866 ) Apr. 30, 1867 .
Indian Territory ..•••.•••••..•••.. do ••••••••••..••••••••. Definite location .. Missouri State line to Kingfisher Creek, Dec. 2, 1871 None ..••.....
Indian Territorv.
Arkansaa and Inllian Terri· .••••. do ..••..••.•••••.•••••..••. do •••••...•.•.. Van Buren, Ark.'; to Canadian River, In. Dec. 2, 1871 I Mar. 3, 1872 ... I .Arkansae.
dian Territory (branch).
tory.
India.n Territory .•••.....•...••••. do ...•..••.•••••••••••..••. do .•••••••••••. Point last named to junct.ion with main Feb. 7, 1872 None .••......
line (branch).
Indian Territory and Texas ..•••.. do .•••••••••••••••..•....•. do ..••••..•..•. Kingfisher Creek to eastern boundary of Feb. 7, 1872 None ..... .. } Lands east of Rio
Grande forfeited
New Mexico.
Mar. 12, 1872 May 8, 1872
and restored.
New l!ex:ioo ..••..•••.•••••...•••.. do ..••••••••••••.•••••..•.. do .•••••••.•... Through New Mexico
Through
.Arizona
.......•..
~
........••••••
Mar.12,
1872
May
17,
1872
Aruona ..•.•••........•••••.•••••• do •..•..••.•••••••••••.•••. do
California .•...••..••....••••..••... do ...•••••..••••••••••..••. do
San Francisco to San Miguel Mission ..... Mar. 12, 1872 Apr. 22, 1872 .. Restored.
Do .....•••......••.•.....•... do .•..••••••••.•••.•••..••. do
Western line Los Angefes County to T. Mar. 12, 18i2 Apr. 22. 1872 ..
Do.
7N., R.7E., S.B.M.
Do .•••.•••••.....••••........ do ••••••.•••••••••••••.. ~ •. do.
San Miguel Mission to western line Los .Aug.15, 18721 NoT. 23, 1874 ..
Do.
Angeles County.
Do ..••..••..•........•....•.. do •..•..•..••••••••••••.••. do ...•..•.••••. T. 7 N., R. 7 E., S. B. M. to Colorado River. Aug. 15, 1872 Nov. 23, 1874 •.
Do.
Wiaoonaln a-nd Minnesota ..• Northern Paoi1lo ••••••••••. General route .•••. Mouth of Montreal River, Wisconsin, to Au~, 13, 1870 Sept. 15, 1870 ..
Red River of the North, Minnesota.
Sepi.20, 1870.
Nov. 21, 1870 . W asb.iBgt,eB.
Eastern boundary of Washington
Feb. 10, 1872 .
WaehinitOn' ..•.....•........ J • • • • • • do ..•••.•.•............ J ••• • do
valler
of
Columbia
River
to
internaAug.
13,
1870
I
Feb.
14, 1872 ..
{ tiona boundary.
iept. 20, 1870 . Oregon.
{ Feb.
9, 1872 ..
Feb. 14, 1872 ..
K!Dnesota ....... ............ J •••••• do ..••••••••••••••••••. 1.... do
Through Minnesota
···-·········! Oct. 12, 1870 I Nov.
7, 1870 ...
Mar. 30, 1872 . Dakota.
Apr. 22, 1872. Montana.
Red Rinr of the North to the mouth}
1872. Idaho.
Do .•••••••••••••••••••. J •••••• do , .................... 1.... do ...•••...•••. !
of the Walla Walla.River, Washing· I Feb. 21, 1872 Apr.15,
Oct. 28, 1876 ..
Do.
ton.
{ Mar. 30. 1872 . W a.shiDgten.
Apr.15.1872. Oregon.
Oct. 6. 1873 ...
Idaho and Washington ······1······do ·····················1····do ·············1~LakePendd'Oreille,Idaho,toTaooma., t Aug. 20, 1873 Nov.
I, 1873 ..
Wash. (branch).
5
one ........ . :Branch.
Waahington ....................... do •••••••••••••.••..••..••. do . . .•.. .. . . ••.
outh of Snake Ri,er to Tacoma ........ . Nov. 24, 1876
Do.
Do .••••.•••.•.•.••......••... do •••...•.•••••••••••...... do ............. Twin Wells to Tacoma .................. . June 11, 1879 f>~~~ 1i8
Khmesota. ......................... do .••.••••••.••••••..•. Definite location .. Junction with L. S. and Miss. R.R. to Rod Nov. 20, 1871
River of the North at Fargo, Da.k.
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Dakota .•••.•.••••••••..•••...•.•.. do
Washington .•••....•..••••..•••••. do
Do ••••••••..•....••.....•.... do
Dakota .••••.....•••............... do
D akota and lfontana .•..•••..••... do

•••.••••••••••.•••••..••. do
.••..••..•••.•••.•••..•.. do
......•..•• : •••••••...••. do
.•••..••••.•••...••...•.. do
•••••..••.•••.••.•....... d o

, • •• • • •• • . . . .
.••.•••...•..
•••.•••.••••.
•• • • • • • • • • . . .
•••••.•••••.•

Fargo to Bismarck, Dak • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • •
Kalama to Tenino .•••..••••••••••••••.••.
Tenino to Tacoma .......•.•..••••..•••••.
Bismarck to Little Missouri River....... .
i5 Little
dive Missouri
Creek. River to mouth of Glen· i

5

May 26 1873
Sept.is: 1873
May 14, 1874
July 20, 1880
Oct. 25, 1880

June 11, 1873 ..
Jan. 21, 1874 ...

5 Nov. 12, 1874.

l June 30, 1875.

Aug. 23, 1880 ..

5 Nov. 29, 1880. Dakota.
1 Sept. 29, 1883. Montana.
Nov. 13, 1880.
17, 1880.
rNov.
18, 1880.

Washington.
Do.
Do.
Aug. 16, 1881.
Do.
Nov. 2g, 1880. Idaho.
Montana. ...... ............... ,.•.... do ••••••••••••. ········j····do ••••..•••... Glendive C.:i:eek to Tongue River ...•...•.. , June 25, 1881 Sept. 29, 1883 ..
Do ••••••••••••••••..••.•••••. do •••••.••••••••••.•••..••. do .••.•••.••• • . Tongue River to eastern boundary of June 25, 1881 Oct. 8, 1883 .••.
Crow reserve.
Nov. 141 1883.
Do .••••••.••••••••••... , .••••. do ••••••••••••••••••••. , .••. do ............. , Through Crow reserve ...........•....••. · 1 J UDe 27, 1881 I { June 8, 1883 ..
June 9, 1883 ..
Wasington and Idaho ••••••••.•••.. do ••••••••••••••••.•••..••. do ••••••••••••. Spokane Falls, Wash., to Lake Pend Aug. 30, 1881 June 9, 1884 ... 1 Washington only
d'Oreille, Idaho.
Last crossing of Yell9wstone River!
{'Jan. 7, 1888 ... Idaho.
J nly 6, 18821 June 8, 1883 ..
Montana .•••••••.•••••••.•••. 1······do .•••••••••.•••••••••. , .•.. do ·············1 { (we~tern boundary o.f Crow reserve),
to Little Blackfoot River.
June 9, 1883 ..
5 Little Blackfoot River to southern l July 6 1882 { July 30, 1883 . Montana.
D0
d8
d
0
July
31, 1883. Idaho.
• • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • •·• • • • • • • ·
• • • ••• • •• • • •• l
J)oundary of Flathead reserve.
5
• • • • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
rJnnel8,1883
Jan. 5, 1883.}
Minnesota.
11 18
· I Junction
with L. S. and Miss. R. R. in
Minnesota andWisconain .... l ...... do .....••.•..••••...... 1.... do ·············
Mi_nneso~a, to T. 47 N., R. 2 W., • u1y • 1Sa2 1 Jan. 5,• 1883
" }
Wisconsm.
June22,1883
Wisconsin.
Oct. 20, 1883
Oregon and Washington .•••.•••••• do ••••••.•••••••••.•••. .••. do ............. Portland, Oregon, to Kalama, Wash .•••.. Sept. 22, 1882 Jan. 30, 1888 ..
Sept. 1, 1884 .. Washington.
Idah 0
d ,,..
d
d
5 Lake Pend d'Oreille, Ida.ho, to mouth i Dec. 12, 1882 { Jan.
7., 1888 ... Idaho.
an ..11.1.on..,..a •••••••••. ·••••· 0 ••••••••••••••••••••• ·••· 0 ••••••• •••••• l
of Missoula River, Montana.
S
Feb. 20, 1885 ..
Montana .•••••••••••••••••••••••••. do ••••••••••••••.•••••..•.. do ••••••••••••. Through Flathead reserve to mouth of June 8 1883 { Sept. 25, 1884 Montana. only.
.
Missoula River.
.
Jan. 7, 1888 ...
Wisconsin ••••••••••••••••••.•••••. do ••••••.•••••••.•••••..••. do ••••••••••••. Initial point at Ashland, Wis., west 50 Nov. 24 1884 Feb. 3, 1887 ...
miles.
Jan. 6, 1885 .. ~ Washington.
Washington................. Northern Paci:fio, branch .••. do •••••• ••• • •• . Yakima to Ainsworth
June 29, 1883 { Jan. 8, 1885 .. 5
line.
Jan. 8, 1885.. Oregon.
( Jan. 6, 1885 .. 1 Washingtoa.
Do ........................... do ••••••••••..••••••••. l .•.. do •.••..••••••. 1 Yakima to Swank Creek .....•••.••.•••••. 1 May 24, 1884 \ Jan. 8, 1885 .. 5
{ Jan. 8, 1885 . . Oregon,
Do. ····················1······do .•••.••• .,. .••.•••..••. .••. do ............. Tacoma to South Prairie .••..••.•••.•••••. Mar. 26, 1884 5 Nov. 28, 1884 .
) Dec. 1, 1884. ·1·
Do ........................... do ............•......... ... do ............. South Prairie to Eagle Gorge ..••..••.•••. Sept. 3, 1884 5Nov. 28, 1884.
)_ Dec. 1, 1884 ..
Do ..................... l •••••. do . .................... .... do ............. Swank Creek to Eagle Gorge ..••...•..•.. Dec. 8, 1884 Ja,n. 7, 1888 ...
.... do .••.•••..•••. I Wallula to Spokane Falls ...........•••• •· 1 Oct.

Washington

<Nov.

l

·I

l

4, 1880

l

r' ·

.ft..

)

'
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~
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~
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Statemtmt showing the dates of filing maps by raifroad companies and the dates of withdrawals vf lands made theteon-dontinued.

Map.

Name of road.

State.

Oregon Central ..•••••

Oregon .....•..•.•

Termini.

When filed.

~

.•.. do ..•••...•••.. I Astoria to Castor Creek .••.•••••••..••••• 1 Feb. 2, 1872
Jan. 29, 1870
Mar. 26, 1870
Jan. 7, 1871
Apr. 8, 1882,
returned to
Sec 1·etary
w-ith re·
port, and
receive.d
back June
2, 1883.
Station 1320 5, Sec. 6 30 S., 5 W., to station Apr. 6, 1882;
other notes
2376 50, T. 31 S., 7 W.
same as
precedin!?.
Station 2376 50 to Sec. 33 34 S., 6 W •.•.... 1July27, 1882;
same notes
as above.
33 34 s., 6 w., to 21, 36 s., 3 w ........... . June 6, 1883
2136 S., 3 W., to south line of3! 37 1 W .. July 3, 1883
South line of 32 37 S., l W., to east line of Sept. 6, 1883
25 39S., 1 E.
25 39 S., 1 E., to north line of 30 40 S., 2 W. Aug. 2, 1883
30 40 S., 2 E., to southern boundary of Aug. 20, 1884
State, in Sec. 13, T. 41 S., R. 1 E.
San Francisco to the Colorado River ..... . Jan. 3, 1867
San J os6 to Gilroy ..•..........•••.••..••. Aug. 7, 1871
l!'rom Gilroy southward, 20 miles ........ . Oct. 26, 1871
From Goshen to NW.¼ Seo. 30, T. 21 S., Oct. s, 1872

East Portland to Jefferson; in 10 S., 3 W ••
Do ...•.••••••.••.••••
Oregon and California ••••
do
Do.•••••••••••••••••••..•••.. do ••••.•••••••.•••.•••..••. do •••••••••••.. Jefferson to 27 S., 6 W. (2 maps) .••.••.••.
27 S., 6 W., to Seo. 30, 30 S., 5 W ..••.....
Do .•••••••••••••••.•••.••.••. do .•••••••••••••••••••..••. do
Do •.•••••.•••••••••••••••••. do .•••.••••••••••••••••.••. do .••••••.•••.. Sec. 19, 27 S., 5 W., to station 1208 in Sec.
5, 30 S., 5 W -~ and showing amended line
from station 1154, in Seo. 28, 29 S., 5 W.,
to station 1320 50, Sec. 6, 30 S., 5 W.

··1

··1· ...

Do ..... ...••..••....... 1••••• •clo .••.........•.. ······I· ...do •.•.....•.. ··I
Do ••••••••••••••••••••. 1••••.. do ••••.•••••••••.•••••• 1.••. do
Do ..•.•••.••••••••••••..•••.. do •••••.•••••••••••••••.... do
Do .••••••..••••.••..•..•••••• do .••••••••••.••.••.•••.••. do
Do ..•••••.•••••.•••.••..••••• do ..••••••••••••••••••..••. do
Do ..••....••••••••..••..•.••. do ..••••.•••.•••••..••..•.. do ..•...••.....
Do ..••.••••.•.••.•.•••.•••••• do ..•..••••.••••••••••..•.. do ............ .
Califof]lia....... •• • • . • • . . . • • . Southern Pacific, main line. General route .... .
Do ...•..•.•••.••..••...•••••• do . . . • . • • • . ••• • • • • • • • • . Constructed road .
Do ....•...••.••••••.••..••••. do .•..•••••••••.•••..•..•.. do ............ .
Do ...••••.••..•••....•..•... do ...•..••.••••••••.•••.•.. do
Do ..••.•••••••••..••••. (.••••. do

Remarks.
~

······I Definite location .. ! Portland,
via Forest Grove, to McMinn• I May 17, 1871 I July 14, 1871 ..
ville and ]forest Grove, toward Astoria
20 miles, or to Castor Creek.

Do ..••..••.•••.•••..... 1•••••• 110

Withdrawal
ordered.

0

.•.. do

R. 25 E., M. D. M.
NW. i Seo. 30, 21 S., 25 E., M. D. M., to
NW.¼ Seo. 2, 25 S., 25 E., M. D. M.

Aug. 11, 1873

"'ti
0

( Apr. 24, 1872. }
July 11, 1885. Oregon.
Aug. 27, 1885.
<Apr. 18, 1887.
July 14, 1885.
Aug. 28, 1885. Washington.
l Oct.19,·1886 ..
Jan. 31, 1870 .. Oregon.
f Apr. 7, 1870 ..
) July 12, 1870 .
Ma.r. 31, 1871..
July 5, 1883 ...

I
I

l

.,

~

i-:3

0

1-zj

i-:3

=i:i
t_:cj

iIJ
t_:cj

C

!;,j
t_:cj
~

>

!;,j

-<

July 5, 11183 ...

0

1-zj

July 5, 1883 .. .

H

i
;

t:,-j

July 5, 1883 ...
Sept, 3, 1883 ..
Oct. 27, 1883 ..
Oct. 27, 1883 ..
Dec. 19, 1884 ..
:Mar. 22, 1867 ..

Sept. 12, 1871 ..
Dec. 13, 1871 ..
Aog. 30, 1873 ..
Aug. 30, 1873 ..

i-;;
t:,-j
~

""'4

0

~

Do .••••••••••••.•••..•..••.•. do

.•.. do .

Do ..••••••••••...•..•...•.•.. do.

..• do

Do .••••••••••••.•...•....••• do

.... do

1--3

Do ..••..••••..••.•..•....••.. do

.... do ....

00

Do ....•.•.•••.•.............. do ........ .

. ... do

•1-4

'2l

!

Do .....•.
Do ..... .

t1

I

·~

• ••• I.

s"o.~tgir;· ·p~~ifi~: ..b~~~·;h ·I· Ge!~rai·i~tite::::.
line.

0

::: ::: ~ : ~: : :~~~~: j::::: ::: :··....
Do .
Do.

Constructed road
..•. do·

. ..... , .••... do ..•••••••••••.•...•• l.•• .do
.••... do

.••. do ....••..••.•.

Do ..•••••••••••.••.•••. l...... do ..

··············1

······1

Do .•••••.••••••.••••••..•....
.••••••
California
and Oregon
General routeroad.
. ....
Do
do .......•......•.....
Constructed
Do .•••....•.•••.•............ do ..••••.••.••..••..... Definite location ..
Do .••.•.....•••.••••.•...•... do .......••••..•.......... . do
Do .••..•..••••••••.•••.•••••. do ..••.
Do ..••••••••••••••..••..•••.. do
Do .••.•••.•••••.••..••..••••. do

Constructed road .
.... do
.••. do

Do ..•••••••••.•..•..••..•.•.. do ...•.....

.... do

Do ..•••.•.•••••.•••••••.••••. do ..•••••

.••. do

NW. i Sec. 2, 25 E., M. D. M., to NE. ¼
Sec. 9, 28 S., 26 E., M. D. M.
:NE.¼ Sec. 9, 28 S., 26 E., M. D. M., to
NE.¼ Seo. 5, 30 S., 29 E., M. D. M.
NE.¼ Sec. 5, 30 S., ~9 E. , M.D. M., to SE.
¼ Sec. 33, 30 S. , 31 E., M. D. M.
Goshen to NE.¼ Sec. 2, 19 S., 20 E., M. D.
M.
NE.¼ Sec. 2, 19 S., 20 E. , M. D. M., to
NW.¼ Sec. 11, 20 S., 17 E., M. D. M .
Sec. 33, 30 S., 31 E., M. D . M., to Mojave ...
Tehachaha Pass, via Los Angeles, 'to the
Texas Pacific R.R., at or near the Colorado River.
NW.¼ Sec. 3, T. 2 N., R.15 W .. S. B. M., t-0
NE. ¼ Sec. 27, 1 S., 9 W., S. B. M.
NE.¼ Sec. 27, 1 S. , 9 W., S. B. M., to SW.
¼ Sec. 4., T. 3 S., R.1 W., S. B. M.
SW.¼ 8ec. 4, T. 3 S., R.1 W., S. B. M., to
SW.¼ Sec. 24, T. 5 S., R. 7 E., S. B. M.
NW,¼ Sec. 3, T. 2 N., R.15 W., 8. B. M., to
NE.¼8ec.17,T.11N.,R.12W., S.B.M.
SW.¼ Sec. 24, T . 5 S., R. 7 E., S. B. M., to
SE.¼ Sec. 26, T. 16 S. , R. 22 E., S. B. M.
Roseville to Salt Creek ..........•..•.....
Jun0tion with C. P.R. R., to Chico ..•...• .
Chico to Sesma. . . . . .
. . . ........... .
Sesma to north line of T. 46 N., R. 5 W.,
M.D.M.
Chico to 971'\r mile post ..........•........
97-,-'\i, mile post to 117_l75 mile post ......... .
1171'\r mile post to :sec. 35, T. 32 N., R. 5
W.,M.D.M.
North line of T.46 N., R.5 W., M. D.M.,
to northern boundary of California.
151& miles near Redding to Sec. 22, T. 36
N':,·R.5 W., M.D.;M.

Oct. 27, 1874

Nov. 27, 187-1 ..

Aug. 26, 1875

Oct. 26, 1875 ..

June 19, 1876

Aug. 8,9,1876 ..

Jan. 27, 1887

Mar.13, 1877 ..

Feb. 22, 1877

Mar. 13, 1877 ..

Feb. 17, 1878 .June 13, 1878 ..
Apr. 3, 1871 Apr. 21, 1871 •.
May 11, 1874

Sept.17, 1874 ..

Nov.15, 1875 Dec. 20, 1875 ..
July 24, 1876 Aug. 19, 1876 ..
Mar. 6, 1877 Mar. 27, 1877 ..

i,:,

Jan. 31, 1878 Apr. 9, 1878 ..

C!
td

8ept. 13, 1867 Oct. 29, 1867 ..
Sept.-, 1871 Apr. 8, 1871 ..
Sept. 6, 1871 Oct. 6, 1871 ..
Aug. 5, 1871 Aug. 25, 1871 ..
Jan. 29, 1874 Oct. 6, 1871 ..
Feb. 9, 1876 Feb. 25, 1876 ..
May 7, 1878 June 10, 1878 ..

~

8
~

~

t::1

~

Aug. 30, 1884 Feb. 9, 1885 ..
Feb. 28, 1885

None ......••.

1-.:)

.I?-,

.....

,,
Statrme11t e.:cllibiting land co11cessions by acts <>f Congress to States and corpomtions for 1·a-ilroad and military wagon-1·oad pu,poses from the year 1850, to ·
J1me 30, 1888.

Stat~~ nnll oorpo2
Dn.t e of lnws. , .E
m tions.

I

.

Mile limits.

Name of road, etc.

!,

Dliuols . .. .. ... . ... Sept. 20, 1850
Mi ssl!!sippi. . ..... . s-s,t. 20, mo
Do .•.. . ..•••.. . Fe . 18, 1859
Do .••... . .. . ... Ang. 11,1856
Do . ....... . ... . Aug. 11, 1856

I

I

466

Tilinois Central. .. ... .......•..

9

466
38-!
30
30

Mobile and Ohio River ....... ...... ... . .• •.•.••.•...... .. I 6 and 15 .
Act extending time for completion of road to Sept. 20, 1865.

11
11

11

I

Number of
acres certified
Number of .
or patented for acres certified
the year ending or patented up
June 30, 1888. to June 30, 1888.

6 and 15 .•....

9

2; 595; 053. 00
=--===-

a,737, 130. 29

Ala~:~.:::::::::.· i~t~·
ii: rn~g
May 17, 1856
Do .............
Do ............ . June 3, 1856
Do . .•.......... May 23, 1872

11
ll

17

Do ............. June 3, 1856
Do ..... . .. . .... June 3, 1856
Do . ........... . June 3, 1856
Do ............. Ap,. 10, 1869

11
11
16

Do . .•.......... Jnne 3, 1856
Do . . • . • • • . • . • . . Mar. 3, 1857
Do . . • . . . . . . . . . . 1 Mar. 3, 1871

11
11
16

Florida . ... .. •. . .. ·1 M ay 17, 1856 1
Do . .... . . . . . . . . M ay 17, 1856,
Do .. •. . .... . .. . M ay 17, 1856
Do . ... . ... . ... . M ay 17, 1856

11

11
11
11
11

466 [ Mobile and Ohio River .........................••••.......
0
3
~;
f;b~~:na~d\forid.!~~
~:. ~~a~-t-~
~~·17 Selma, Rome and Dalton ..................••..............
159 Act confirming lands heretofore certified to the State for
the Alabama and Tennessee Railroad.
17 Coosa and Tennessee .....• ·············~·····-·· .•••.•....
17 Mobile and Girard ..•..............•...•.•......•..•......
17 Alabama and Chattanooga ......•...•.•.......... . ........
45 A ct to renew certain grants of lands to the State of Ala·
bama.
17 South and North Alabama .....•..•................•••....
200 Act amending the sixth section of the original act.
580 Act to r enew certain grants to the State of Alabama.

f

-~~~~~~~- -~

~-~~~·- ~~~~~

·1

11
11

66

6 and 15 .••••••.•••••.•.•.•.••••. , .••.••••••••••..

a419, 528. 44

6 and 15 ..••.•..•••..••.•..•...•. , .•••••.•••••.•..
6 and 15 .•..•••.. . •••••••••.•••..

394,522.99
457,215.37

!:~i it::::::::::::::::::::::::I::::::::::::::::

b67, 784. 96
504,145.86
649,676.98

0

~
~

0

~

6 and 15 .... . .•••••.••...•..•. • ..

438,905. 99

t,tj
UJ

t,tj

a

~
t,tj
~

15 1 Florida Railway and Navigation Company, successors to I 6 and15 ..•.••• ·-·····-··········
Atlantic, Gulf and West India Transit.
15 Florida and .Alabama. .......•..........•...•••...•........
15 P ensacola and Geor~ia. ............... - ..
15 Florida, Atlantic and Gulf Central ........••••.......... .

18
18
277

~
t,tj

'"'d

=,

North Louisiana. and Tex:a.s ............... .............. . · j 6 and 15 .. • - ..• - .••••••.••..•••• ·
New Orleans, Opelousas and Great W estern ............. 6 and 15 . •••.••••••.•••••••.. ····1······ ··········
.c\ot declaring forfeited to the United States all the lands.
not lawfully disposed of by the State.

I>

~

lo,<

0

~

~

2, 931, 780. 59

t,tj

290,183.28

z

165,688.00
cl, 279, 156. 57
29,384.18
I, 764, 412. 03

Lou.isiana .•....... June 3, 1856
Do . . . . . . . . • • . . . June 3, 1856
Do . ............ July 14, 1870

N:)

~

J~<J~~di:rpdI~~gi~~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

935,158. 70
9
11

~

·

-353,
-212. 68
d719, 193. 79

1, 07:?, ,06. 47

H

~

~

0

~

.Arkansas. ......... Feb. 9, 1853
Do .. . . ...•••... July 28, 1866
Do . . . . . . • • . . . . . .May 6, 1870

10
14
16

Do . .•.••.....•. Feb. 9, 1853
Do . . . • ..... . .. . July 28, 1866
D o ... .... ••.... A pr. 10, 1869

16

Do .

Mar. 8, 1870

······1Feb.
9, 1866
1853
July 28,

D
Doo ..•
. .. ....
....• ••. ..
Do ...... . ... . . .
Do . . . . . . • • . . . . .

Jnly 4, 1866
J une 28, 1884

155 Saint Louis, Iron Mountain and Southern
338 ...... do . . . .. . ............. . ............. . ......•......... .
376 Resolution extending the time for completion of first 20
miles of road.
155 Little Rock and Fort Smith .......................... . . .. .
338 ...... do .. .. . . .. .... .. .... .. ... . .. ... . ... . .. .. ..
.. . ..
46 A ct extending the time for completion of first 20 miles
of road.
76 .Act r e pealing provision in act of .April 10, 1869, as to
mode of sale of lands.
155 :Memphis and Little Rock . ... . . . .•.. .
338 . ••.• . do ....... . . .. .. .. • ... .... . . . .... . •. .. ..... ............
!-3 Saint L ouis and Iron Mount ain .. .. . . . . ....... . ...... .. .. .
61 .Act declaring the grant forfeited to the United States.

10
14

16
10
14
14
~3

'l.~~J:~~i"s :: ::: ::: :::: :: ::::::i-······ ··2so~ oo·

1, 115, 116. 88
204,279.17
550,584.09
507,063. 46

127,238.51
13,716.58

2,517,998.69
:Missomi. . .. . ..... . ,June l 0, 1852
Do .... . .. .•.. . . June 5, 1862
Do . ... . ..•••• ·· 1·Tun e 10, 1852
Do ........•••.. F eb. 9, 1853
Do . . . . . • . . • . . . . July 28, 1886
Do . ...•..... . .. July 4, 1866
Do .. .. .• • . . .. .• June 28, 1884

10 /
8
12
422

10

f~

I

Southwest branch of th e P acific R oad . . . .. • . .. .. . ... ... . . .
A ct extending time for completion of road for t en years.
H annibal and Saint Joseph .. . .. .. . ..... . . . ........ . .... . . .

8

728, 949. 36

m.~~~.~~~~i.s:.~~~~.~~~~~~~ ~~~.~~~~~.~~~~:::::::

1-,:j

:::::: ::::
83 Saint Louis and Iron Moun tain ..•....•............•.......
61 I Act declaring th e gr ant forfeited t o the United States.

14
23

q

t:d

~

1, 395, 429. 87

... __ ................ _..... .

---- --

292,207.53
96,726. 55
Act authorizing the company to chan~e or modify the lo·
cation of the uncompleted portion of its line.
528 .Act extending the time for completion of road two years.
13
Do . ....... . . . . . Mar. 3, 1865
349 Resolution extending the time for completion of road.
14
Do . . . . . . ...... . Feb. 10, 1866
e481, 974. 36
9 Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific ........ . - ............... · \ 6 and 15 .•.......••••.•.•• ·- . .. .
11
Do . ....•....... May 15, 1856
161, ~72. 81
95 . .•... do . ......•......•.......•...........••................ . 20 ...•.. • ....•...•..•••••.••...•.•...
13
Do ..••... •..... June 2, 1864
528 Act extending the time for completion of road two years.
13
Do . .....••.... . Mar. 3, 1865
421
Act
to
quiet
the
title
to
certain
lands
in
the
State
of
Iowa.
17
Do ............ . Jan. 31, 1873
133 Act to r estore certain lands in Iowa to settlement under
Do .••.. •.•..... June 15, 1878
20
the homestead law, etc.
e782, 459. 83
Do . .... . .. . : .. . , May 15, 1856 1 11
9 Cedar Rapids and Missouri River .......••••.............. . , 6 and 15 .•.•••..••••.••..•.••...•...•...•.... •...
359, 660.3.0
Do . .•.....•.... June 2, 1864
13
95 ...... do . .......... . ........... . .. . ... . ..... . ... . .... . ...... . 20 .
Do. . . . . . . . . . . . . Mar. 3, 1865
13
528 Act extending the time for completion of road two years.
.
. a In the adjustment of this grant the road was treated as an entirety and without reference to the State line ; hence .Alabama has had approved t o her more and Mississippi less la:r,.d than they would appear to be entitled to in proportion to the length oc the road in the respective States.
b No evidence of the construction of this road, as required by the act, having been filed in the General Land Office, the grant is presumed to have lapsed, but the lands
have not been restored to the public doma.i n.
c 3,577.05 acres added to amount as correct addition of approved list No. 2.
n
d 51,452.03 ac-ces earned by the construction of 80 miles of road prior to June 3, 1856, 227,879.94 acres within the limits of the grant of March 3, 1871, to the New Orleans,
.oaton Rou~e and Vicksburg Railroad Company, and 439,861.82 acres restored to market in March, 1873, under the act of July 14, 1870.
D belncluues 3~,685.49 acres of the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific Railroad, 109,756.85 acrt>s of the Cedar RapidS:and Missouri River Railroad, and 77,535.22 acres of the
Mu_ uque and Sioux City Railroad, situated in the old Des Moines River grant of .August 8, 1846, which should be deducted from the foregoing amounts (Wolcott v. Des
ornes, 5 Wall., 681).

Iowa . .... ... . ..... , May 15, 1856
Do . .. .. . .. .• ·. . . June 2, 1864
Do ..• .. . . ...•. . July 1, 1864
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Statemn1I N:liibiti11g

ln11t1 co11cessio11s by acts of Congress to States and corporations for 1·ailroad and milita,·y wagon·road purposes, etc.-Continued.

I

I

.Stntt'~ nrnl corpo· Dato of laws.
rntlons.

I

•

~ I

...

bl)

ell

Cl)
ell

_ _ , (£

i:...

Iown .. ............ May 15, 1856
l)o . .•.•.. ······ / June 2, 181i-l
Do . •••••.•••••. Mar. 3, 18G5
Do . .•..•.•••••. }Lu·. !!,1S68

1l

Do . ..•.•...... May 15, 1856
Do . ............ Mal'. 3, 1865
Do . ..•........ . .Au)!. 8, 1846
Do . ...•........ July 12, 1862
Do . ............ lfay 12, 1864
Do .......•..•.. / May 12, 1864
Do . ............ May 12, 1864

11

l

··········j

Michigan
June 3, 1856 /
Do ............. Mar. 3, 1879

13
1:1
~

"9

H
"u I
"

11

20

21

490

11
14

21

Do ............. Mar. 2, 1867

14

425

Do . ............ Mar. 3, 1871

16

586

Do . ........... - June 3, 1856
Do ............ _ June 7, 1864

11
13

21
119

Do .............
Do .............
Do . ............
Do .............

Mar. 3, 1865
June 3, 1856
Feb. 17, 1865
July 3, 1866

13
11
13
14

520
21
569
78

Do . ...... . . . . . . Mar. 8, 1871

16
11

78

June 3, 1856
Mar. 3, 1865
Mny 20,
Apr. 20, 1871

13
15
17

5l!2
21
520
252
643

Do ........•..•. June 3, 1856

11

21

1868 1

pd
trj

a550, 467. 96

'""'
0
pd

Dubuque ancl Sioux City .................................. . 6 and
Act authorizino- said road to change its line.
528 Act extending the time for completion of road two :vears.
Act extending the time for completion of road to January
~
1, 1872.
!)
Iowa Falls and Sioux City .....................••. ·- ..... . 6 and 15 .••••••••••••••.••••.••.
Act
extending the time for completion of road two years.
mTI
} Des Moines Valley ................. .
~3 McGreiror and Missouri Rivel' ............ ••.•.•..•....... _
nn Chicago, Milwaukee and Saint Paul. ..................... .
1·
n Sioux City ancl Saint Paul. ............................... . 10 and 20 ...................... .

i~ ;~j ~L:::::::::::::::::::::

Port Huron and Lake Michigan .. ...........•........... ...
Joint resolution releasing the reversionary claim and in.
terest of the United t:.tates in and to certain lands in
.Michigan.
Jackson, Lansing and Saginaw .......... .. .................
.A ct extending the time for completion of road seven years,
etc.
.Act extending the time for completion of first 20 miles of
road.
Act authorizing change of northern terminus from Tra,.
erse Bay to Straits of Mackinac, and for other purposes.
Grand Rapids and Indiana .......•......•............... . . _
Grand Rapids and Indiana, from Fort Wayne, Ind., to
Grand Rapids.
.A ct extending time for completion of road eight years.
Flint and Pere Marquette _.... . ................... . .......
Resolution extending the time for completion of road.
Act authorizing the company to change the western ter·
minus of it:-1 road.
.A ct extending the time for completion of road five years.
Marquette, Houghton and Ontonagon .••..•.....•..........
...... do ......... . . . ............ ........... -···· ...... ···-··
Resolution extending the time for comcfiletion of road, etc.
Act authorizing the Hought-0n and ntonagon to resur.
Yey and locate anew a part of its road.
Ontonagon and Brule River ........••.......•.•............

6

~
~

Number of
acres certified
Number of
or patented for acres certified
the year ending or patented up
June 30, 1888. to June 30, 1888.

I

!l
95

Do ............. June 3, 1856 1
Do ............. July 3, 1866

Do ..•..........
Do .......... . . .
Do .......... . ..
Do ..•••........

, Mile limits.

Name of road, etc.

ts!)

1-3
0

l"rj

683,023.80

· · · · · · · ·

i6o: oo ·

and 15 .••••••.•••••••••••••••.

569,382.28
138,187.30
185,986.77
407,910.21

1-3

~

t.:i:.:

m

tr;
0

4, 709, 159. 70

pd

37,467.43

I-::

tr;

>

~

>-<
6 and 15 .•••••••••••••••••••••••

743,009.36

0

l"rj
~

0::

tr;
6 and 15 .••••••••••••••••••••••.
6 and 20 ..•....•...•.•.•..•..... , .•••.•.....•••..

629,993.11
222,967.01

6 and 15.

512,337.03

H

z~
trj

:;:o

H

0

?:1

;o~~.~~:::::::::::::::::::::::} ,......... ...... .
6 andl5 ......•.........•..•.....

437, Ul. 30

13
12
13
17

Do .•••••••••• ··1 Mar. 8, 1865
Do............. July 5, 1862
Do ••••••••••.•• Mar. 3, 1865
Do............. May 23, 1872

520 I Bar de Noluet and Marquette ..••..•••••••••••••••••••••• • 1200 sections .••.•••..••••••••••• ·
~:
.?.~~~d~~ ~~ ..~~~~~~~~~::: :::::: :::: :: ::::::: :::::::: :: : gr.~.~~:::::::::::::::::::::::} ............... .
160 Act authorizing a. change of r~ute in :Michigan.
1· .... - ......... .

11

20

Do . ••••••.••.•. May 5, 1864
Do ••••••••••.•. Mar. 3,1873

13
17

66

Do .•••••••••••• June 3,1856
Do •••••••••••.• July 27, 1868
Do •••••••••••.• June 3,1856

11

Do •••••••••••••
Do .•••••••••.•.
Do ••••••••••.••
Do .••••••••••••
Do .••••••••••••
Do ••••••••••••.
Do ..•••••.•....

May 5,1864
June 3,1856
May 5,1864
June 3,1856
Apr. 25, 1862
Mar. 3,1865
Mar. 3, 1869

Do ............. :May 5, 1864
Do ..•••........ June 21, 1866

Do•.•..••••••. -I Apr. 9, " "
Do............. Mar. 3, 1875

11

517,8i5.60

1-

'Wisconsin .•••.•••. June 3,1856

15

128,000.Q()

634
20
238
20

Chica.go, Saint Paul, Minneapolis and Omaha, formerly

...Act~di.~~~~~~~!~:
........... ..............................
to quiet title to the lands of the settlers on lands

I 6and 15•••••••••.••••••••••••••. 1················
10 and 20........................

claimed by the West Wisconsin Railway Company.
Wisconsin Railroad Farm Mortgage Land Company •.••. ••.••••••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••. I
Act amendatory of the original act.
Chicago, Saint Paul, Minneapolis and Omaha, formerly
6 and 15 ••••••••••••••••••••••.

3, 229, 010. 84,
327,903. 61>

1,691.63

476,564.83

7,817.87

163,119.65

l

286,624.64
66 ... ~~~~~~~.~~~ ~~~~ ~-~~~~~~~·........ .. • • . • • • .• ••••••... 10 and 20 .••••••••••••••••••••• 51
20 Branch to Bayfield................................ . ........ 6 and 15.••.•••••• • •••••• •••• -• t
135 685 60
11
• ·
66 ...... do ..................................................... 10and20 .•••••••••••••••••••.. 5
13
20 Chicago and Northwestern................................. 6 and 15••••••••••••••••••••••••..••••••••••.•••.
11
12 648 Rlilsolution anthorizing change ofronte in Wisconsin, etc.
520 Act extending the time for completion of road five years.
13
15 397 Act authorizing selection of lands along the full extent of
original route of road.
66 Wisconsin Central .......•••.••..••.......•...••..••..••... I 10 and 20 ............ ••••••••••••I
10&, 933. 72
13
Resolution
explanatory of the act of May 5, 1864, and au14 360
thorizing certain chanies of route in accordance with
the act of the State legislature.
28 Act to extend the time for completion of road to Dee. 31,.
181
1876.
·
. 18 511 Act authorizing the Wisconsin Central Railroad Company
to straighten theline of their road.

811,162.79

13

454. 645. 01
b555, 728. 48
'i:t

c::
ti,.
748,083.19

I

....at-+
t1

zt:1~

~

8,537,207.64

Minnesota ...•..... Mar. 3,1857

11

Do .......•••••. Mar. 3,1865
Do ............. Mar. 3,1873

13
17

Do .•••......... Mar. 3,1857

11

Do ••••••••••••. Mar. 3, 1865
Do ............. ·July 12, 1862

13
12

Do ••••••••••••• Mar. 3, 1871

16

195

Saint Paul, Minneapolis and Manitoba, formerly first ditision Saint Paul and Pacific.
526 .•.•.. do . ........•...........•.......•.••••..•. . ••..•...•..•.
631 Act extending the time for completion of the road nine
months.
195 Wes tern Railroad, formerly Brainerd branch Saint Paul
and Pacific.
526 ..... . do ..•......•....•...•..............•.•••••...•......••.
624 Resolution authorizing the State to change the branch line
under certain conditions.
588 Saint Paul, Minneapolis and Manitoba, formerly Saint Vin·
cent extension of Saint Paul and Pacific.

6 and 15 •••••••••••• ••••••••••••. ............... .

466,403.48

10and20 .......................................
.
1

784, 642. 66,

............... .

436,695.16;

10 and 20 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
1

210, 343. 3:Cl

10 and 20 •••••••••••••••••••••••• I•••• •••••••.•••.

1, 258, 993. 48

6 and 15 ••••••••- •••••••••••••••

a Includes 35,685.49 acres of the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific Railroad, 109,750.85 acres of the Cedar Rapids and Missonri River Railroad, and 77,535. 22 acres of the
Dn?nqne and Sioux City Railroad, situated in the old Des Moines River grant of August 8, 1846, which should be deducted from the foregoing amounts (Walcottv. Des
Momes, 5 Wall, 681).
b10,152.72acres added to amonnt ~ correct addition of list No. 2.

~
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Stattmmt tahibiting la.nil concessions by a,ots of Cong,·ess to States and 001-porat·ions f01· raifroad and miliia1·y wagon-1·oad purposes, eto.-Continued.
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Statt>e an(l corpo- Dato of laws
rat!Oll8,

'

I Jg
c,

GS
bl)

w

P-1

$

al

- -Jlinneeota ....... .. Mar. 8, 1878

17

631

1874

18

208

Do....... . •. . .. Mar. 8, 1857
Do ............. :Mar. 8, 1865

11

195
526
195
526
97

JUJ16 22,

D•-····••••····

Do............. liar. 8, l!S57
Do ............. Mar. 8, 1865
Do ............. July 18, 1866

18

11

13

u

13
H

409
195
74
97

Do............. May 5, 1864

13

64

Do .....•....... July 18, 1866

14

93

Do............. Mar. 3, 1857

11

195

Do............. Mar. 8, 1865
Do ••••••••••••• July 4, 1866
Do ••••••• ·-··· July 13, 1866
Do •••••••••••.• July 4, 1866
Do............. July 13, 1866

13
14
14
14
14

526
87

12
13
17
19
12
13

772
839
5

Do ............. JI\D. 13, 1873
Do............. :Mar. 8, 1857
Do............. May 12, 1864
Do ............. July 13, 1866

; Xaneas ..•.........
Do ••••••••••••.
Do ............ .
Do ............ .
Do ............ .
Do ........... ..

Mar. 8,1863
July 1, 1864
Apr. 19, 1871
July 24, 1876
Mar. 8,1863
July 1, 1864

Do ............ . July 26, 1866

I

Do ............ · Mar. S, 1863
Do ............. July 28, 1866

17
11

14

12
14

Nnmberof
acres certified
Number of
or patented for acres certified
the year ending or patented np
June 30, J.888. to J11lle 30, 1888.

I

Name of roads, eto.

:Mile limits.

97

87
97

Act extendillg the time for completion of the road nine
months.
Act extendillg the time for completion of the road to Mar. 3,
1876, etc.
Minnesota Central ........................................ .
...... do ... .......•.•..•.•...••..•..••..••.•••••••••.••••.••.
Willona. and Sa.int Peter .................................. ..
...... do .................................................... .
Act allowillg; selections within 20 miles of road in lieu
of lands sold after definite location, but prior to withdrawal, etc.
·
Actextendin11: the time for the completion of the road.
Saillt Paul and Sioux City ................................ .
...... do ................................................... ..
Act extendillg the time for the completion of the road
seven years.
Sa.int Paul and Duluth, formerly the Lake Superior and
Mississippi.
Act autqonzillg the railroad company to make up deflci·
~~:lout of land within 80 miles west of the line of the
Southern Minnesota, from a point on the Mississippi
River to Houston.
...... do ................................................... ..
Southern Minnesota extension ...... ...................... .
Amendatory act.
Hastings a.nd Dakota ...................................... .
A.mandatory act.

!;O
ti;f

'i:I'
0
1-3,

~-

0

1·······--·······

6and 15 .•••••••••••••.•••••••• }
10 and 20................ ••••••
6 and 15 •••••• •••••• ••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••
10 and 20 •••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••• •••••• ••••

179,706.01
350,703.97
1, 326, 083. 34

l:ij

1-3

IJ:i.
ti;f

rr.,_
t_:r:.1

1oa~:l~o: ::::::::::::::::: :::::: 1::::::::::::::::
10 and 20 •••••• ·-····--·········•················

905,849.75

0

241,038.77

~
tij·

828,581.00

~~ .
0

6 and 15 .••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

58,619.45

10 and 20 •••••• ·-··············· ••••••••••••••••
10 and 20 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ., ••••••••••

451,845.43

10 ancl 20 ••••••••••••••••.• •••••• ................. .

2,716.95
312,770.27
7,809,848. 56

Leavenworth, Lawrence and Galveston ................... . 10 .••••• •••••• -······················ ••••••••••
Aot authorizing change of route of branch line.
Act authorizillg company to relocate a portion of its roa.d.
101 A.ct declarillg a portion of the grant forfeited.
772 Missouri, Kansas and Texas .............................. . 10 ana 20 .••.•••••••••••• ···················-··
839 Act extendillg the grant from Emporia to a point near
Fort Riley.
289 Act making a grant from Fort Riley to the southern
boundary of the State.
772 Atchison, Topeka and Santa F6 ......................... -..
210 Sa.int Joseph and Denver City ........................... ..

fg :i ~:::::::::::: ::::::::::::1::::::::::::::::

G256,041,67

bilSS, 865. 96

2, 934, 621. se
462,678.24

l:ij

i-3
~ -

~
~
~

0
F

········j

Do .•.•.
July 25, 1866
Do .•••••••••••• Mar. 3, 1877

14 j 2361 Missouri River, Fort Scott and Gulf . ....•.....•.......•.... 110 and 20 .••••••••••.••.•.•

19

404

Union Pacific from a point near Omaha, Nebr., to a point
near Ogden, in Utah Territory.
Union Pacific ..•.•........•••.......•...........•.....•....
Act authorizing the location of the Union Pacific Rail·
road from Omaha westward.
367 Resolution granting the right of way through military
reserves, etc.
56 Resolution for the protection of the interests of the United
States in the Union Pacific and Central Pacific Rail•
roads, and providing that the common terminus of the
roads shall beat or near Ogden, Utah, etc.
121 Act fixing the point of junction of the Union Pacific and
Central Pacific Railroads, ~tc.
56 Act amendatory of the acts of July I, 1862, and July 2, 1864.

Corporations .•.•.. July 1, 1862

12

489

Do .••.••••..••. July 2, 1864
Do ••••••.•••••. July 3, 1866

l3

356
79

14

Do ....••.•••.•. July 26, 1866

14

Do ............. Apr. 10, 1869

16

Do ..•••••••.••. I May 6, 1870

16

···········1

Do ..
May
Do............. July
Do .•••••••••••. July
Do .•••••.•••••• , July

7, 1878
·1, 1862
2, 1864
3, 1866

20

An act to secure the rights of settlers upon certain railroad lands, and to repeal the first five sections of an act
granting lands to the State of Kansas and Neosho Val.
ley Railroad, etc.

······1······ ..........1------526. 9-tl
4,637,530.67

·

37,134,496. 76 ·

~:···· ························· 1, ...... ··········

'"ct

q

t,j

ts
i-..

Do .•••••
May 6, 1870
Do............. May 7, 1878
Do.... • . • • • • • • . July 1, 1862

121 4891 Central Pacific ...••......•.•...... . .......•...••........ . . · [ ,.10 .•••••••••••••••••.•••••••••. {
3
20
~; · Ici ·!~th~;i;i;;i ·iiie· i~cai10~· ~i iii.~ ·c~ii-t~a"i" iiac11ic· Rai1: ·
· • • ·•• •• ••••••••••••••••• • •• • 5 •••••• ••• ••••• •••
road eastward.
56 Resolution for the protection of the interests of the United
16
States in the Central Pacific Railroads, and providing
that the common terminus of the roads shall be at or
near Ogden, Utah, etc.
·
16
121 .A ct fixing the point of junction of the Central Pacific and
Union Pacific Railroads, etc.
20
56 A.ct amendatory of the acts of July I, 1862, and July 2, 1864.
12
489 Central Pacific, successor by consolidation with Western 110 ••••••••••••••••••••.•••.•••• {

Do .••••.••••.•. lJuly 2,1864
Do .••••••~····. Mar. 3, 1865

13
13

Do .•••••.•••••• l Apr. 10,1869

·······1

2,616,258.08 ,

~!

a

1, 040, 210. 59

~

~

zt;

[fl :

5,............... .

356 ... :.~~:.~· ........ ··•····· ·····•·· ......... ········ ........•. 20 •••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••
447, 768. 03:
504 Act ratifying the assignment made by the Centi;,al Pacific
Railroad Company to the Western Pacific Railroad Com·
pany of that portion from li,an Jose to the city of Sacra.
mento.
Do .••••••••••.. I Mar. 21, 1866
14 I 356 I Resolution extending the time for completion of the first
20 miles of the Western Pacific Railroad upon certain
conditions.
Do ............ July 1, 18621 121 4891 Central Branch Union Pacific .•••.•...•.......•..•......•. , 10 ........... ........•••...•.... l
.
Do ..... . ....... July 2,1864
13
356 .•.... do ......•...•...•..............••..•. . ...............•. 20 .••.•.•.. ;.·... ; .••••••..••••• $1. ••••••••••••••. 1
218,250;08•
a Includes 186,936.72 acres of the "Osage ceded reservation,•· which are to be deducted from the above amount under the decision of the Supreme Court in the case of the
Leavenworth, Lawrence and Galveston Railroad vs. The United States (92 U. S. 733).
blncludes 270,97~.78acres in the'' Osage ceded reservation," which are to be deducted under the decision cited above (note a),
.

·I

N)
~

-.::J;

814

tttt e.rltibiting land concessions by acts of Congress to States and corporations for milroad and milita1·y wagon-roadputposes-,-ete.-(fontimied.
'

State~ and corp<>-

:rations.

Date of laws.

~

Gi

in

~

~

July 1, 1862
Co~~~~~~-::::: : Jnly 2, 186-!
Do .••••••.•••• . July 3, 1866

12
18
14

Do •••..•••.... May 7, 1866
Do ... . . •..••••. Mar. 6, 1868

14
15

Do .••••••.••••. Mar. 3, 1869

15

Do ............. Mar. 3, 1869

16

Do . ............ Mar. 3,1869

15

Do ............. June 20, 1874
Do . ............ July 2, 1864
Do ............. Apr. 10, 1869

18
13
16

Do ............. May 6, 1870

16

bl)

c;s

NumbM"of
acres certified · Numberof
or patented for acres eertified
or'1atented up
the year ending to
une 30, 1888.
June 30, 1888.

~

t_,lj

'"t:!

0

489 Union Pacific (KansasDivision) .•••.....••.••••.••.•••••••.
356 ..•... do .••............••.........••••••.•.•••••..••.••••••..
79 Act requiring company to designate route before Dec. 1,
1866.
355 Resolution extending the time for completion of road.
39 Act restoring the even-numbered sections on line of Pacific railroads and branches, at $2.50ler acre.
324 Act extending the Union Pacific Ra' way, Eastern Division, line of road to Denver City, and authorizing transfer of lands by said com1nany to the Denver Pacific Rail·
road Company between enver and Cheyenne.
348 Resolution authorizing the ·Union Pacific Railroad Comianr., Eastern Division, to change its name to Kansas
aCJfic.
324 Union Pacific, successor to the Denver Pacific Railway 20 ...............................
Compau!:'
111 Act amen atory of the act of Mar. 3, 1869.
356 Burlington and Missouri River in N ebraska ..••••.•...•••. 20 sections per mile •••••••..••..

~t:::::::::::::::::::::::::::} ................

54

118

Do ............ . July 2, 1864
Do ............ . July 2, 1864
Do .•.....•.... . May 7, 1866

13
13
14

363
365
355

Do ............ . July 1, 1868
Do ............. Mar. 1, 1869
Do . ......... . .. Apr. 10, 1869

15
15
16

255
346
57

Do ............. M ay 31, 1870

16

378

Do. ············ July 15, 1870

16

305

Do . •••••••••••.
Do . .......•....
Do .•...........
Do ..••.........

14
18
14
15

July 13, 1866
Apr. 15, 1874
Jnly 25, 1866
June 25, 1868

Mile limits.

Name of road, etc.

t...?

~-

00

94
29
239

80

RR~ti~~~ b~~~~i~f th!hu!~~i11~ifi~nt!ff:~~t~ti~:
bra.ska.
Act authorizing a chanae of route and connection with the
Union Pacific Railroa at or near Fort Kearney.
Sioux City and Pacific .••..•••••..•..............••..•....
Northern Pacific .•••.•••••.••......••. · . • -. · • · · · • • • · · • · · ·
Resolution extending the time for commencing and complet.ing road.
•••••• do .•••.....•........•.•. •. . ••••... ••• •• •••.••....•..•••
Resolution authorizing issue of bonds, etc .
Resolution authorizing the compana to extend its branch
line from Portland to Puget Soun , etc.
R esolution authorizing the issue of bonds, reversin~ location of main and branch lines in Washington Terntory.
Act r e~iring the Northern Pacific Railroad Company to
pay t e cost of surveying, selecting, and conveying lands.
Placerville and Sacramento Valley ................•..••....
Act declarin!iithe fant forfeited t~ the United States.
Oregon branc of t e Central Pacific.... . • . . . • . . • . . . • • . . .
.Act extending the time for completion of road.

~

963, 714•.03;

>--i

0

1-:;!
~

=
tr.t
00.
~

...... ·-·-·· ....
.................

0 ,
t:i:,:

lM, 7.21..51

l:rj'

~ i

~

2; 373; 290177

t:o

~

0

~

10 •••.•••••••••• •••••• •·····•••••

................ .

1 Statries,es,40,20,50,30,andand60.40 ; T errito- }

290, 968. 99

~,.398.23

1, 037, 359': 21

8
~

t_rj

I-+

z8

t_:,,j
~

'"'"'
0

~
l0and 20 .•••••••••••••••••••••• ; .••••••••••••••.••••••. •••·••••·
1, 362, 433· 61
20 and 80 ......................... • - • •• • • · • • • • • •

Do............. Apt. 10, 1869 I

16 \

Do ..•.•........ J .ily !5, 18661
Do .•••••••••••. June 25, 1868
Do .•••••.•••••. Apr. 10, 1869

141 239
15
~o
16
47

Do ....... - ....
27,186 •
Do .•••••••••••• Apr 20, 1871

17

19

Do .•••••..•••.. July 6, 1886

24

123

Do ............. July 27, 1866
Do ............. July 25, 1868

14

15

292
187

1

47

,. I ,..

Do ............. J nne 28, 1870

16

385

Do .............
Do ..••.........
Do .••..........
Do .............
Do ..•..•.......

Mar. 3,1871
Mar. 2, 1867
June 15, 1874
May 4,1870
Jan. 31, 1885

16
14
18
16
23

573
548
72
94
296

Do ..•.......... Mar. 3, 1871

16
17

573
59

Do .••••••••.... June 22, 1874

Do ..•.•••...... Feb. 28, 1885

18
23

197
337

Do .••••.••.•••. Mar. 3,1871

16

573

Do .•••••••••••• Feb. 8,1887

24

391

Do .••••.••••••. May 2, 1872

Aot amendatory of the original act, and providing for the 1
sale of lands to actual settlers at a fixed price and in
limited quantity.
Oregon and California .•.•••................•.....•••.......
Act extending the time for completion of road.
Aot amendatory of the original aot, and providing for the
sale of lands to actual settlers at a fixed price and in
limited quantity.
A tlantio and Pacific •••••••.••.•••••••••••.••••.•••••..•. {
Act authorizing the compa.n y to mortgage its road, lands,
etc.
Act declaring forfeited to the United States the grant of
such Janda as are adjacent to the uncompleted portion
of road.
Southern Pacific .••.••..............•......•••.............
Act to extend the time for the construction of the road,
etc.
Joint resolution concerning the Southern Pacific Railroad
of California.
Branch line of the Southern Pacific ...•••.•••....•..•..•••.
Stockton and Copperopolis .••••••............•..........•..
Act declaring the grant forfeited to the United States.
Oregon Central ..........................................•.
Act declaring the forfeiture to the United States of such
lands as are adjacent to and coterminous with nncom•
plated portions of road.
Texas Pacific
Act changing name to Texas and Pacific Railway Com·
pany.
An act supplementary to the act of Mar. 3, 1871.
An act to declare a forfeiture of lands granted to the Texas
Pacific Railroad Company, and for other purposes.
New Orleans Pacific, formerlv New Orlea11s, Baton Rodge
and Vicksburg.
•
An act to declare a forfeiture of lands granted to the :New
Orleans, Baton Rouge and Vicksburg Railroad Company;
to confirm title to certain lands, and for other purposes.

l

20 and 30 •••••••••••••••.•••••••

• .
!. ..............

States, 20 and 30 ; Territories,
40 and 50.
'

ISt · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·

959,206.81

20 and 30 ••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••

1, 040, 430. 03

322, 062. 40·

···1······ ··········1

and 20
30 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
••••••••••••••••••••
187,719.65
20 and
10
20 and 25 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

California, ' 20 antl 30; Territories, 40 and 50.

I}

"ti

§
t'~
-1

a
• • • • • • • • ..... • • 1• • • • • •

t'-1
•• •• • • •• • •

~

t1

fll

20 ad 30

········-···········•················

-879,287.00

13,454, 110. 73

WAGON ROADS,

Vi.c.a.tn .....•.. . lfar, 3,·1863

I 3 and 15••••••••••••••••••• -

12

797

June 8, 186i

15

67

From Fort Wilkins, Copper Harbor, Mich., to GreeD Bay,
Wis.
.
Act extend~g the time fo:: completion of road to Mar. 1,

Do ............. May 6,1870

16

121

Act extending the time for completion of road to Jan. 1,

Do ............. June 25, i864

13

183

Act granting lands to the State to build a military road to 13 and 6 ....................
Lake Superior.
a 1,387.60 acres forfeited; company called upon for reconveyauce.

n. .............

... 1·-···•.. •••••••I

302,930.96

1870.
1872.

······j•••••• ..........
,................
· , I
-

~
t,;:..
~

I

Slatnntnt exhibiting lnnd concessions by acts of Congrest to StaWJ a·1id corporations for railroad a11d military wt1,go1t-road purposes, etc.-Continued.

States Rnd corpo- Date of Jawe.
1·ations.

.s
d

~

lfJ

:Miohij!;an .•••••.•• . Mar. 3, 1863

12
15

Do ............. Ma.y 6, 1870
Do ...... . ...... Apr. 24, 1872
Do .. ...... ..... June20,l864

17

13

Jul.v 2, 1864
Dec. 26, 1866
Do ............ . Mar. 3, 1869

13
14
15

Do ...•.•..••••. June 8, 1868

Ore~~-::::::::::::
Do . .......•....
Do .............
Do ..•••.•.••..•
Do ..•.•••.•••..
Do ••••••• ·-···
~

Jnly ,, 1866
July 5, 1863
July 15, 1870
Feb. 27, 1807
Mar. 8,1869

16

14
14

16
14
15

Mile limit.

Name of road, etc.

~

Number of
Number of
acres certified acres certified
or patented for or patented up
the year ending to June 30, 1888.
June 30, 1888.

b'1
cl

I

Poe

From Fort Wilkins, Copper Harbor, to Wisconsin State line.
Act extending the time for completion of road to :Mar. 1,
1870.
Act
extending the time for comsletion ofroad toJan.1, 1872.
121
56 Act extendin the time for comp etion of road to Jan. 1, 1874.
Act
granting ands to the State of :Michiflf'n for the conI40
struction of certain wagon _roads for m · ·tary and postal
nurposes.
355 Oregon Central Military Road Company ...•....••••..••••.
374 Act making provisions for indemnity limits ...•.......••.••
338 A1~ i~tending the time for completion of road to July 2,
7
86 Corvallis and Aquina Bay .......................
89 Willamette Valley and Cascade :Mountain •••••••••••••••• {
363 Amendatory.
409 Dalles military road .•• ••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
849 Coos Bay military road ••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••• -··
707
67

1

3 and 15 ••••••••••••••••••••••••

.

................

221,013.35

t,..:,

Ot
0

t,:j
l:?=.i

t-d:
0
~

8
0

~

3 sections per mile .••.••.• - •.••.

·····-·········· ................

3•
•·•••••··•·········•••••·•·•··
6
•••.••••.••.•••••••••••••••.••••

---·············
.................

364,663.93
37,576, 74

r-...... 3 alternate sections within lim- .................
}...............

76,885.98
548,749.53

C
l;O

········-······
.................

126,910.23
104,000.11

tJ>,

3 .•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

its of 6 miles.

Sand 10 •••••••••••••••••••••••••
8 and 6 .••.•••.•••••• ••••••••••••

1-i
~

tr.1
Ul
t,,=j_
ti=,j

1-3-

----1, 268, 786. 52

l;O,

"<0

~

t-3-

=
t.zJ'

....
z
~

i

p,
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PUBLIC LANDS.
Statement exhibiting land concessions, etc.-Continued.
REC.A.PITUL-A.TION.

Certified or pat- Certified or patented for the
ented up to
year ending June June 30, 1888.
30, 1888,

States.

Acres.

Acres.

RAILROADS.

2, 595, 053. 00

Illinois ......... ............................. ~ .................................... ..
~:b!!'!i:pi ................................ :-- .... •• :·· ........................... ..

.

Xansit.s .......• , ................. , .•.••.••••••••• ,, ••••••••••••••..........•.•......

935, 158. 70
2, 931, 780. 59
], 764, 412. 03
1,072,406.47
2,517,998.69
1, 395, 429. 87
4, 709, 159. 70
a, 229,010.84
3,537, 207. 64
. -;, 809, 348. 56
4,637,530.67

Total to States . . . .. .. .. .. • • . • • • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • ....................
Corporations......................................................

538, 193. 46
290, 968. 99

37, 134, 496. 76
13, 454, 110. 73

829,162.45

50, 588, 607. 49
669, 129. 36

i~~j:na..........................·........................................·......... .

Arkaneae.........................................................
280. 00
Missouri .......................................................... ·•••••·•••·· ..... .
Iowa..............................................................
160. 00

~i~!~~~fn
537, 753. 46.
Minnesota ......................................................................... .

............................. ·-· ............................ •..

T otal railroad grants ... .. .. .•• . .. . .. ... • • •• .. .. •• .. • .. ••• .. -------i--------

Deduct amount of land declared forfeited by Congreas .. . . . . . . • .. . • • . . • • . ••• • • • . • . .

-------Net total of grants ................................... ._..... •••••• •••••• ••••••
49,919,478.13

.

,

WAGON ROADS.

W1sconsm ......................................................................... .
Michigan ......................................................................... ..
Oregon ........................................................................... ..

302,930.96
221,013.35
1, 258, 786. 52
1, 782, 730. 83
49,919,478.13

Total wagon roads and railroad gt'ants • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ................ .

51, 702, 208. 96

Statement exhibiting land concessions by acts of Congress to States for canal purposes from
the year 1824 to June 30, 1888.

~1~
a>J:la)
States.

Date of laws.

~

s

rJ'J.

:,
'°

Mar. 26, 1824
Mar. 2, 1827
May 29, 1830
Ji'eb. 27, 1841
Aug. 29, 1842
Mar. 3, 1845
May 9,1848

9

414
542
731
219

Ohio .............
Do ...........
Do (sec. 3) ••.
Do ...........

Mar. 2, 1827 4
June 30, 1834 4
Aug. 31, 1852 10
Mar, 2, 1855 10

236
716
143
634

~

, .

47
236
416

00 Q

-; ~'g

-

Pol

Indiana ..........
Do ...........
Do ...........
Do ...........
Do ...........
Do ...........
Do ...........

4
4
4
5
5
5

'at~
= fil

Nameofoanal.

~~Cl

E-1

••234.-246." 73

} wabaoh . .allrfe... •••••••••••••••.•••.... {

29,552.50
259, 3fi8. 48
24,219.83
796,630.10
113,348.33
1, 457, 366. 06

Do ........... May 24. 1828 4
Do ........... ~r. 2, 1830
Do. (sec. 5) ...
ay 24, 1828 4
Do. (sec. 3) •.. Ang. 31, 1852 10

'

oia .......... Mar. 2, 1827 4
Do ........... Aug, 3,185' 10

}.............................................
Act conflrminf canal selections under acts of

1827 and 182 , in the State of Ohio.
305
393 } Miami and.Dayton ..........................
306 General canal purposes .......................
143 Provision for settlement of claim of Ohio for
canal lands under acts of 1827 and 1828.

23' } Canal to connect the waters of the Illinois

34',

--

266,535.00

River with those of Lake Michigan.

333,826, 00
500,000.00

-1,,100. 361. 00
290,915.00

==
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Statement exhibiting land concessions by acts of Congress to States for canal purpoau frorA
the year 1824 to June 30, 1888-Continued.

~1.
State11.

Da.teofla.ws.

Name of canal.

i

ih

~

~

rn

Wisconsin •.••••. June 18, 1838 5
Do ..•• •.•..•. Apr. 10, 1866 1'
.Do ....•.•.••. Mar. 1, 1872 17

2(5
30
32

Do ..••.••.••. Mar. 7,1874 18

20

i::i~S
i:a ll)C)
G)'tl

i>

i

lace~
='i
~

Milwaukee and Rock River .•••.....••. .•••••
Breakwater and harbor shro-canal .....••....
Act extendin~ the time or completion of
canal to, April 10, 1874.
Act extendin~ the time for completion of
canal to April 10, 1876.

125,m.oo
200,000.00

325, {31. 00

Michigan .••..••.
Do .. •.••.. ~-·
Do ..•••••....
Do ....• ...•..

Aug. 26, 1852
Mar. 3, 1865
July 3, 1866
Apr. 10, 1869

10
13

14
16

Do ....•••..•. Mar. 2, 1871 16

35 Saint Mary's shif"oanaI ••••••••••.•...•••....
619 . Port1oe Lake an ••Lake.Superior ship-canal ...
81
55 Resolution extending the time for oomple·
tion of canalto March 8, 1871.
599 Resolution extendini the ilme for the com•
pletion of oana1'to arch 3, 1872.

Do ..••••..•.. Mar. 27, 1872 17

«

Do ..•••••••• , Mar. 3, 1873 17

627

Do ..•.•••.•.. July 3, 1866 14

750,000.00
200,000 .00
200,000.00

Act extending the time for completion of
canal to March 3, 1873.
Act extending the time for completion of
canal to December 1, 1873.
80 Lac La Belle ship·canal .•••.•••.••••••••..•.. _:_00, 000. ~
1, 250, 000. 00

RECAPITULATION.

Indiana. .••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••. 1,457,366.06
1

w1fai~~::::: :::::::::~:::::::::::::·::~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

lil Ht H

•
Michigan ..•..••••• .....•••••.••••••••.•• ••••..•.•••.••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••.•••..•.. l, 250,000.00

Total qn:i.ntity granted and certified .••.••••••••••.••..•••.•••.•••••. . ..•..•••..••.• 4,424,073. 06

Statement showing number of acres certified under river improvement grants.

~h
=q::l
Cl)

States.

Date of la.ws.

.£d

Page.

Name ofrlnr•

4

Wisconsin ...•.•. Aug. 8, 1846
Mar. 2, 1849

9
9
10
10
11
16
9

Ang. 3,1854

<Joint resolution) Mar. 3,1855
June 9, 1858
(Joint resolution) Mar. 12, 1867
Iowa . .... . .. . ... . Ang. 8, 1846

d tl!Jep

i:I"'<)

.... f'd

.$<)A

:;r:n

Alabama . .....••. May 23,1828

's ft

0 0: aS

E-t

290

Te1:1nesset,, Coesa, Cahawba, and Black War.
rior.

83
352
345
724 }Fox and Wisoon,in ....••.................•..
313
20
77 Des Moines, below the Raccoon Fork (a) •••••

400,016.19

683,802.43

822,392.18

1, 4-06, 210. 80

• For lands abon Raccoon Fork aee railroad table "Dee llom~ Valley."
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PUBLIC LANDS.
RAILROADS OONSTRUOTED OUT' OF TIME.

-~,--,~-.

'Statement sh.owing the mileage of the several land-grant railroads constructed .after the timl
required and wltether or not legislation looking to the forfeiture of the grants for said
roads, ,.;spectively, was pending during the period of such. ronstruction. (See p. 41.)
1. Pensacola and Atlantic Railroad, Florida.-Grant expired May 17, 1866. Twenty
miles completed between 1866 and 1873. No forfeiture pending. One bundred
and sixty-one miles completed between March 4, lt381, and April 11, 1883. Forfeiture proceedings pending during the period.
·
,
2. Florida Railroad and Navigation, formerly Florida Railroad.-Grant expiredtMay 17,
1868. One hundred and thirty-two miles of road completed between 1881 and
1881. Forfeiture proceedings pending during construction.
.
3. Mobile and Gira1'd Railroad, Alabama.-Grant expired June 3, 1866. Thirty miles
completed between 1866 and 1870. No forfeiture pending.
,
4. Selma, Rome and Dalton Railroad, Alabama.-Grant ;expired June 3, 1866. Fortyfour miles completed between 1866 and 1869. No forfeiture pending.
5. Jackson, Lansing and Saginaw Railroad, Michigan.-Grant expired June 3, 1873.
Seventy-three miles completed between 1873 and 1882. Forfeiture proceedings
pending during greater portion of this period.
6. Madison and Portage, formerly La Crosse and Milwaukee Railroad, Wisconsin.-Grant
expired June 3, 1866. Thirty-nine miles completed in 1871 and 1873. No forfeiture proceedings pending.
7. Chicago, Saint Paul, Minneapolis and Omaha Railway, Wisconsin.-Grant expired
May 5, 1869. Forty miles constructed in 1874. No forfeiture pending. One hundred and nmety-eight miles completed between 1879 and 1883. Forfeiture proceedings pending during this period.
8. Vicksburg, Shreveport and Pacific Railroad, Louisiana.-Grant expired June 3, 1866.
Ninety-six miles completed during years 1883 and 1884. Forfeiture proceedings
pending during construction.
9. Western Railroad of Minnesota.-Grant expired December 3, 1873. Fifty-four miles
completed during years 1877 and 1878. Forfeiture proceedings pending.
10. Saint Paul, Minneapolis and Manitoba Railway, Minnesota.-Grant expired December 3, 1873. One hundred and seventy-seven miles completed during years 1877,
1878, and 1879. Forfeiture proceedings pending during this period.
11. Wisconsin Central Railroad, Wisconsin.-Grant expired December 31, 1879. But 9
miles of road completed after that date, and this was in process of construction at
date of, and was completed within four or five months after expiration of grant.
12. Northern Pacific Railroad.-Grant expired July 4, 1879. One thousand six hundred and seven miles completed between 1880 and 1888. Forfeiture proceedings
pending during all of this period.
13. Southern Minnesota Raifroad Extension, Minnesota.-Grant expired February 25,
1877. One hundred and thirty miles completed during years 1877, 1878 and 1879.
Forfeiture proceedings pending during construction.
14. Hastings and Dakota Railroad, Minnesota.-Gra.nt expired March 7, 1877. One
hundred and twenty miles of road completed between 1877.and 1880. Forfeiture
proceedings pending during construction.
15. California and Oregon Railroad, California.-Grant expired July 1, 1880. One hundred and fifty-two miles completed between 1883 and 1887. Forfeiture proceedings pending during construction.
16. Oregon and California Railroad, Oregon.-Grant expired July 1, 1880. One hundred and sixty-three miles com_pleted between 1883 and 1887. Forfeiture proceedings pending during construction.
17. Atlantic and Pacific Railroad.-Grant expired July 4, 1878. Six hundred miles of
road completed between 1880 and 1883. Forfeiture proceedings pending during
that period.
18. Southern Paciflo Railroad, California.-Grant expired July 4, 1878. Two hundred
and.forty miles completed during years 1882 and 1883. Forfeiture proceedings
pending during thai period.
,
19. Ontonagon and Brule River Railroad, Michigan.-Grant expired June 3, 1866.
Twenty miles of road completed during years 1881 and 1882. Forfeiture proceedings pending during construction,
·

Suatttm,ml ,howing land grants made by Congress to aid in tlte const1·uction of railroads and wagon-,·oads prior and subsequent to Marek 4, 1861.

~

[ Compiled from the official records of the General Land Office.]

Names of companies.

Mile limits.

State.

~

01

Date
of granting
act. .

Estimated
area of entire
grant.*

Area'
certified or
pl!,tented up
to June 30,
1887•

f:,"'d

0

~

'"3
<Jronu to Stata prior to Merell 4, 1861.

.Acres.

; ;;

Dllnoia Central............................................................................. Illinois .. .. • • •• . 8 and 15. ••• • •••• •• Sept. 20, 1850

~~;~;;~;~~1:::::;::::::iiiii;;;;;;;;ii;;;;;;;;;;;::!!\:;;;;;;;;;:;;j;;: _
~i~~r iJI ;; :;~;: ; : :~;.~,~~:
and •••• do -·· ••••••••• Feb. 9, 1853
Arkansas.

Cairo and Fulton......................................................................... Missouri

::::1~ :::::::::::::
::::i~ :::::::
••••••••••••• May 15, 1856

I::;~:ndnti~f:iR~~~~~:::: :::: :: :::::::::::: :::::: ::::::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::: : :::~~ : ::::::::::
l3orlin~n and MissonriRiver ............................................. --••••••.•••. Iowa ............... do
Mississippi and :Missouri [Chicagol Rook Island and Pacific] ................................ do ............... do
Iowa Central .Air Line fCedar Rap ds and Missouri River) ................................... do ............... do
Dubuque and Paoifio ........................................... -·················--····· .... do ............... do
Florida, Atlantia and GulfJ.Pensa.cola and Florida]...................................... Florida ............. do
Florida, now .A.tlantio, Gul , and West India Transit ......................................... do ............... do
.Al»bama and Florida ......................................................................... do ............... do
Do .. .. • • . .. .. • . .. • • • . .. .. • .. .. • • .. .. .. .... • • • • .. • • .. .. .. • • • • • • • .. • .. •••• •• ••• • • • • • • Alabama ............ do

................. do ...... .
••••••••••••••••• do .••••••
................. do ..... ..
............. May 17, 1856
••••••••••••••••. do •••••••
.•••••••••••••••. do •••••••
................. do ..... ..

Wills Valley and Northeast and Southwestern (now Alabama and Chattanooga) ............. do ............... do
:Mobile and Girard ........................................................................... do ............... do
Tennessee and Alabama Central [South and North Alabama] ................................ do ............... do
Alabama and Tennessee Rivers [Selma, Rome and Dalton1......................... _ ....... do ............... do
:Bay de Noquet and :Marquette (now :Marquette, Houghton and Ontonagon).............. Michigan ........... do

................. do
................. do
................. do
••••••••••••••••• do
••••••••••••••••. do

i:::i::«i ~h!~:::::::: :::::: :::::::::::: ::::::::::::: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :::J~ ::::::::::: ::::1~ ::::::: :::::: .~~d'!, ~:!~~.
..... ..
..... ..
.••••••
...... .
...... .

~~~~;! ~!t~r.t!afB~iru;~~j:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ::::1~ ::::::::::: ::::1~ ::::::::::::: :::::~ :::::::
Marfil1ette and State Line, afterwards known as the Chioago, St. Paul and Fond du Lao .... do ............... do ............. .... do ...... .

.Jn~~;;!,~:1!:~1111;;;:;!~! Bay ...........................................................do ........... .... do •.••..•••••••.••. do ..... ..

!~l-ri!t~li~::;:::::::;::::: ;: ; : ; ;:: ;:;;;;:;;:::;;;::;::::iiiii!!!\\ ~Ji:::;::~((! !Ji!~~!~!!~~~!! !!!i~: !!!((:

La Crosse and Milwaukee, afterwards :Madison and Portuge . . . . . . . . . .. •• ... • ............ Wisconsin ... - .. · .... -- ... · -- · .... • · .. • .......... ·
La Crosse and Milwaukee, afterwards Farm Mortga/lje Land Company ...................... do ........... · --- · -- ... ·•• ... · -- · ... · .. • · .... -La Crosse and Milwaukee, afterwards West Wisconsin . ..................................... do ......... . · · --· .............................. . ·

.Acres.

2, 595, 053. 00
1, 004, 640. 00
230,400.00
781,944.00
1, 161, 235. 07
1,178,411.05

2, 595, 053. 00
737,130.29
419,528.44:
603,186.34
1, 161, 164. 51
1, 178, 411. 05

550,584.09
438,646.00
948,643.66
1, 261, 181. 00
1, 298, 739. 00
1, 226, 163. 00
1, 568, 729. 07
290,183.28
165,688.00
419,520.00
132,480. 00
144,000.00
897,920.00
840,880.00
576,000.00
481,920.00
128,000.00
331,509.15
·217, 916. 95

559,534.09
127,238.00
388,934.08
607,461.68
1, 032, 363. 28
1, 155, 956. 54
1, 304, 963. 70
290,183.28
165,688.00
394,522.99
67,784.96
- 649, 676. 98
504,145.86
438,905.99
457,215.37
128,000.00
262,446.78

~
t-3

t=

t'Jl,j•
00

t;1
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~
~

0
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~

t;1

~

;J

360,000.00

. 240, 000. 00

1, 052, 469. 19
- 852,960.12
355, ,20.19

e

743,009.86
. 852, 960. 12

pi

312,384.00

686,828.72
3,650.00
230,646. 88
297, 654.32

80,998.75
6. 468.68
512,837.03
1,115.38 /
228,661. 43 ·
296, ~33_..

0

St. Croix and Lake Superior, now Chicago, St. Paul, :Minneapolis and Omaha:

ra~fl~3~~a~~h.·:: :: :: ::::::::::::::::: :::: ::::::::: ::: :::::: ::::: ::::::::: ::: ::::::: ::::i~ ::::: :: ::::.6-~~;ii6:
:::::::::: :::: :::: ::::::
•••• •• • •••••. June 3, 1856

:~~: :i: ~

m: gg::

Total to States prior to March 4, 1861.... ••• • • • •••• •. . •••••• .••••• •••••• •••••• •••. •. .••••• •••••• ••• • •• .•••••• ••• ••••.• ••• . . ••••••••• .• . .

30,470,920.25

23,105,467.98

800,000.00
3, 000, 000. 00
1, 520, 000. 00
1, 700, 000. 00
1, 800, 000. 00
624,843.21

69,104.95
2, 934, 622. 86
712,896.18
462,573.24
785,190.68
478,321.03

C1?ioae;o, St. Paul and Fond du Lao [Chioa~o and Northwestern] ...............•••••••••.••..•. d!) .· •••.••..•..•.. do
V1cksourg, Shreveport and Texas (now Vrnksburg, Shreveport and Pacific) • • • . . • • • • • • . . . Loms1ana ..••.•..... do
New Orleans, Opelousas and Great Western .........•..........•••••••••...•••••...•..••..•.. do ...•....•...••. do
Southern [Vicksburg and Meridian] •.•..... ~-.... •. . .. • •• . . • . • . • •. •••••••••. •••••• •••••. :Mississippi .•••..••. do
· Gulf and Ship Island ...............••......•...•.•...•....•.••..•.••.••••.•••••.•••••••...... do ..•...•..••.•.. do
Minnesota and Pacific, afterwards St. Paul and Pacific . . • . . . . • • • • • . • ••• • • • • • • • • • •• • • • . • • . Minnesota •••••.•••. do
Minnesota ~d Pacific fSt. ~aul, Minneapolis and Mamt,ob~] .••.._.•••••• ·······-···· •••...••. do ..•. : .••••• .• •. do
Southern Minnesota and Mmnesota Valley [St. Paul and Sioux City] ••••••.••••••••••.•..••. do •.•.•••..•.•••. do
Minneapolis and Cedar Valley [Minnesota Central] .•••..•...•••••••••••••••••••••••••••..••. do .•••...•••..... do
Winona and St. Peter ..•....•....••••.•.......••••.••••••..••••• ~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••. do .••••••.••..•• . do
Southern Minnesota. .•••••.••••.•.•................•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••..•••.•••• do ••••••.•••..••. do

565,575.76
MS, 575. 76
610,880.00
353,212.68
967,840.00
51,452.03
404,800.00
198,028.41
652,800.00 .•.••.......•.•.
749,183.37
750,627. 68
885,000.00
388,223.09
606,000.00
688,133, 11
386,041.80
107,823.97
846, 000. 00
1, 006, 072. 39
59,619.45
59,619. 45

.•••....••••..... do . . .• • . .
.•.••.•..••...••. do . •.•...
•••••.••••••. Aug. 11, 1856
••••••••••••..... do.......
. • • • • . • • • • . . . Mar. 3, 1857
••••••••••••..••. do .••••••
•••••••••••.•••••. do.......
••••••••••••••••. do • . . •• . .
•••••••••••••.•.. do . • • • • • .
••••••••••••.•••. do . •••• •.

Grants to St,ates subsequent to March 4, 1861.
Leavenworth, Lawrence and Galveston • •• • . . . •• . . . . • • • • • . • . • • • •••• •• ••• • • • •••••••••••••. Kansas • • • . • • • • . 10 and 20.. •• ••• • • . :Mar. 3, 1863
Atchison, Topeka and Santa F6 .......••....••......••••••..••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••. do •••••••••.•.••. do .•••••••••••.•••. do .••••..
Union Pacific~ Southern Branch afterwards the Missouri, Kansas and Texas •••••••••••••••. do •••••••••••.••. do ••••••••••••..••. do .••••••
St.Josepha.nu Denver City ... .'...•••.•.•••..•......••......••••.•..••••••••••••••••••••.•••. do ••.••••••••.••. do .•••••••••••. July23,1866
Portage, Winnebago ancl Lake Superior, Wisconsin Central . . • . • . • • • • . • • • • • . • . • ••• • • • • • • Wisconsin ••••••.••. do • ••• ••• •••••• May 5, 1864
La Crosse and Milwaukee, afterwards West Wisconsin, now Chicago, St. Paul, Min· •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••..••. do •••••••
neapolis and Omaha.
St. Croix and Lake Superior, now Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis a.nd Omaha:
Main line .•••••..•..•.••••••••..•.••.••.•....••••••••••.••••.••••••••••.••.••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••.••. do ••••••.
Bayfield Branch ....••..••.•...•...•........•••.•.••••..•..••••••••.••••••••••••.•••••.•••••••••••••••••.••.•••••••••••••••••••. do •••••••
L.ake S~perior and Mississippi, now St. Paul and Duluth . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • . Dnnesota...... 10 and 20 •••••••••••••. do .••••••

i~~!i:~t:~~:::::::::::~~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: -~t~~::::::: ::::-!~ ::::::::::::: ·:J/::;::-

Southern Minnesota and Minnesota Valley _........••••.. _.. ••. • •• •••• •••••• •••• •••.• •• . Minnesota .••••••••• do ••••••••••••• May 12, 1864
Bay de Noq'u.et and Marquette [Marquette, Houghton and Ontona_gon]. •• •. •••••• •••••••. Michigan ••••••••••. do ••••••••••••• Mar. 3, 1866
:Marquette and Ontonagon [Marquette, Houghton and OntonagonJ •••••••••••••••••••••••.••. do .•••.••••••.••. do ••••••••••••••••. do ....••.
Peninsula [Chioa.go and Northwestern]. (See Marquette and State line.) •••••••••••.•••..••. do ••••••••••• 6, 15, and 20 .•••. {
Minnesota and Pacific, afterwards St. Paul and Pacific .••••••.••.•••••• ~-····............ Minnesota...... 20 •••••••.••••••••.•••• do • : .......
Do-················································································ •••. do ••••••.•••••••• do ••••••••••••••••• do ••••••.
~neapolis and Cedar Valley [Minnesota Central] .••.•••••••••••••••••••••• no • • • • • • • • • • • • • • do •••••••••••.••. d\) ••••••••••••.•••. do •••••••

291,799.26
144,399.51
920,000.00
524,800.00
1, 536, 000. 00
852,960.00
404,000.00

287,644.64
142,692.24
828,581.00
381,852.88
324,014.07
852,960.12
458,755.41

221, 006. 10
240,000.00
590, 000. 00
499, 455. 58
257, 361. 20
564, 000. 00
735, 000. 00
550, 000. 00

164, 964. 52
207, 130. 24.
258, 815. 39
500, 418. 45
71, 882. 65
670, 714. 92
454, 562. 38
312, 770. 77

17,775,6Ul36

11, 360, 307. 57.

·j;,:~0

-~:~~~a~~!~!'o~~::~: :: : ::::::: :: :::::: :::: :: : ::: : ::::::::::::::::::: :::::::::: :::::::: ::::~~ : :::::::::: ::::~~ ::::::: ::::::
4,"isiiii.
astmgs, Minnesota and Red River of the North, now Hastings and Dakota ...•...••... .... do •••••••.••.•••. do ••••••••••••.•••• do •••••••

~:

c:,
~

1--4

C

i£~;, g, ½:~~I}

Tot.al ................................................................................................. . .................................
Gr(1ITl,ts to corporatiO'TIB subsequent to March ~. 1861.
lJBion Pacific.······...................................................................... ...... ...... .•.... 20 .................. { ~j~

1-tJ

~

rn: }

12,000,000.00 j

~

~
t::,
~

2,616,258.08

"' The fi&nres of this oolamn are approximately oorrect, beillg based on the estimate of the annual report of the Commissioner of the General Land Office of 1875.
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SttSttmtent showing land g1·ants made by Congress to aid in the construction of 1·ailroads and wagon-1·oads, etc.-Continued.

°'
O")

Names of companies.

State.

Mile limits.

Date
of granting
aot.

Estimated
area of entire
grant.*

Area
certified or
patented up
to June 30,
1887.

~

'1r,mu t'1 cilrporation, sub,~qiUT1t to M11rch 4, 1861-Continued.
Leavenworth, Pawnee and Western:

i::: ~:lli~ ::::::: ::: :: :::::::::::::::::::: :::::::::::::::::::: ::: ::::: ::: :::::::: :::: :: :::: :: :::: ::

t-3

~L:: ::::: :: :::::: .~~!lo~·.~~~~.
20 ••••• •••• • • • • .. { ~~1~ ~: rn~
20 ••••••••••••••••...• do ..••••.

Acre,'.

Acres.

1, 000, 400. 00
6, 000, 000. 00
} 9, 000, 000. 00
Central Paoifio and West~rn .•••.• · ••• •• ••• ••• ••• • • • • • ••• •• • ••••• •••••• •••• •• •••• • • •••• •· · • • .. • • · •• • · •••• ••
781,944.83
Hannibal and St.Joseph [Union Paoifio, Central Branch] ••••••.•••.•••...•••.•••..•••••.••••.•••.••••••••.
60,000.00
2, 441, 600. 00
8
47,000,000.00
3, 500, 000. 00
-Oalifornia and Ore1?on [Central Paoiflo) ........ ·-·· •..•••••.. - .••••.•.••...•.•..••..•••...••.. - •.. - • . .•. • . . 2011,nd 30 ..•.•••••• July 23, 1866
3, 500, ouo. 00
Oregon Central [Oregon and California.) .••...•..••••••••••••••••• ···-·· ••••••••••••••.••..••.••••.••.•••••.•••• do ..........•.. July 25, 1866
42, 000, 000. 00
9, 520, 000. 00
0
1, 200, 000. 00
Oregon Central [Oregon and California.] forfeited ........................................................... 20 and 25 .......... May 4, 1870
3, 520, 000. 00
3, 800, 000. 00
18, 000, 000. 00
320,000.00

i;~i;\,:ifi;~;~~~~ ~~~~~::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::: ::::::: :::::::::::::::::: :::::: :::::::::::::::::: fo~~t1~ ~~:ci ~~: :: ::: :!~ :::::::
f:!tb~r°n~!oiii~~~~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :::::::::::::::::: ~~: :& :,dag! ~.0.::: ,~~J 2'.'. ~~~~.

f&1~1:ttt::"t~t~k'~j;(;;::!! ~i::i:iii:\\\)\\\\:\\:\!\:\:):\i\\i~ :~ \::!:::::iii:\i: ·;;!:,;;;~;L: ::i~ i::;;;;
Total

~

"'d
0

163, 643, 944. 83

{

164,721.51
963,714.02
1,040,210.59
447,768.03
218,250.08
41,398.23
2, 373, 290. 77
1,037,359.21
1, 362, 433. 61
322,062.40
959,206.87
1, 040, 430. 03

.. --... .. -.. --...

187,719.65
679,287.64

··-········-·--·
··- ..... - .......

13, 454, 111. 02

0

1-.tj

t-3

=
trj

r::n.

r.zj

C

~
trj
~

~
~

>-<
0

1-.tj

t-3

• Tho tlpres of tlli column are approximately correct, being based on the estimate of the annual report of the Commissioner of the General Land Office of 1875.
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Land g1'ants 1nade by Cong1'ess in aid of the consti·uction of military wagon-roads p1·ior and stibsequent to Mm·ch 4, 1861.

....~

Route of road.

1-3

State.

Mile limits.

00
00

I

c3

Are~

Estimated
Date of
of entire
granting act. arearoute.*

certified or
patented up
to June 30,
1887.

Grants fo1· wagon-roads prior to March 4, 1861.

~ Fl'Om the Lower Rapids of the Miami of Lake Erie to the western boundary of the Con-1 Ohio ..... -. -... · 1·. -- - -...... -...... ·1Feb. 28, 1823
.,_. neoticnt reserve.
From Columbus to Sandusky ........................••.••..•.......•...•................•.•. do ........•..••••••..........•... Mar. 2, 1827
From Lake Michigan, via Indianapolis, to some convenient point on the Ohio River..... Indiana......... One section per .... do ...... .
mile.

I

Acres.

Acres.

49,177.45

49,177.45

31,596.09
170,580.24

31,596.09
170,580.24

251,353.78

251,353.78

~

~

Total grants prior to 1861

"'O
C:

Grants for wagon-roads siibsequent to March 4, 1861.
From Fort Wilkins, Copper Harbor, Mich., to Gre1m Bay, Wis .•••••....••.•.•....••..•.. Michigan ..•.... 3 and 15 .•••••.•••. Mar. 3, 1863
Do .•.•••..•••••..............•...........•..•.....•.••••...•........••••••.••..•.... Wisconsin ......... . do ................. do ...... .
}'rom Saginaw to the Straits of Mackinaw............................................... Michigan . .•......••..............•. June 20, 1864

~~~:

t:::a!?ot"at~ t;:p~;i~t~~

~-f·

~~~~~~~~::: :·:::: :::::::: :::: :::: :: : : :::::::::::::: . w·i!~o~~~ :::::: ~::: :: :::·.:: :: :::: :: "j;_;;e 2i( is64·

F~1!'-d~ugene City, Oregon, to the eastern boundary of State (Oregon Central military

Oregon ..........•...••..•••..•••••. July 2, 1864

Do ....••.•.•.....•...•••.•.•.•.•.•.•................•..•.•.•....•••....•..•.•..••.•..•.. do .••..••....•..•••..••••••...•..
From Corvallis t-0 Yaquina Bay .......••..•..............••...•.............•.••.......••..••. do .. • • . . . . . • . 3 ......•••..•.•• ~ ..
From Albany, Oregon, to eastern boundary of said State (Williamette Valley and Cas- .... do .•••••.....••••......•.•...•••.
cade Mountain).
From Da.Ues City to Fort Bois6 •••••.......•.••....•.••....•••••••••.•••..••••••••.••••...••. do ......•.••. 3 and 10 ••••••••••.
From Coos Bay to Roseburgh ......•....•••.•.••••••....•••.•••••.•••......•••••••••.•.....•. do . . • •. •• • • • . 3 and 6 ••••••••••••
Total grants subsequent to 1861 .••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ;•••••••••••••••••. ·
Grand agl!l'egate ••••••.....••..••....•.....••••••.•••••..•.•••••• ·••••• -•• • •. · •. ·• • · 1• • • • • • • • • • • •

Dec. 26, 1866
July 4, 1866
July 5, 1866
Feb. 25, 1867
May 3, 1869

221,013.36
302,930.96

120. ooo. oo

221,013.36
302,930.96

to

t""'

>-I

0

t""'

I

402, 240. 67

·••· •·16: ass: 9s · ·······16; sss: 9s
548, 749. 53

548, 749. 53

556, 800. 00
104, 000. 01

126, 910. 23
104, 000. 01

~
t:,
?2

.................. 1-------1------2, 530, 379. 84
1, 782, 730. 74
2, 781, 733. 62

2, 034, 084. 52

* The :figures of this column a,r e approximately correct, being based on the estimate of the annual report of the Commissioner of the General Land Office of 1875.
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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE IN1'ERIOR.

of

Recapitulation
land grants made by Cong1·ess to States and corporati011s for railroad,
and wagon-1·oacl purposes prior and subsequent to Ma1·ch 4, 1861.

Grants.

Acreage
granted.

Acreage
certified or
patent~.

Prior t,o March 4, 1861.
TO STATES,

Grants for railroad purposes......................................... .
Grants for wagon purposes . • • . .. . • • . . . . • . . • . • •• • . • • . • • .. • • • . . • . . . . . ..

30,470,920.25
251, 353. 78

Acres.

Acru.
23, 105, '67. 08

Total . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . • . . .. . . . . .. . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . • • .. . . . .

30, 722, 274. 03

2.3, 356, 821. 76

Grants for railroad purposes..........................................
Grants for wagon-road purposes . . • . . . . • • . • • •• • • • • •• • • • • •• •• • • . • • . . . . .

17,775,624.86
2, 530, 379. 84.

11,360,367.57
1, 782, 730. 74

Total .. . • • • . • . • . . •• • . • • • •• • • • .. . • • . . • • • • • • •• • • • • • • .. •• • • • • .. . . • .

20, 306, 004. 70

13, 143,098. 31

Grants for railroad purposes...... • • • • • .. . • • • •• • • • • ••• • • • • • • • • • • • .. • • 163, 64-3, 944.. 83

13,'5',111.02

251,353.78

[No grants to corporations were made by Congress during the above
period,]
Subsequent to March 4, 1861.
TO STATES,

TO CORPORATIONS.

26, 597, 209. 33
Total . • • .. . •• . • • • • • • • • • . . . . . • . • . • • • • • • • . . . • . • . • • .. • . • . . . • • . . . . . . 183, 949, 349. 53
l=====l=====
Excess in acres of grants to States and corporations subsequent to
3, 240, 387. 57
:March 4, 1861 •••••• ... • • • • • • • • • • .. • • • • • ••• • • • • • • • .. • • • .. .. • • • • • . .. • . 153,227,675.50

G.-PRE·EMPTION DIVISION.
This division is charged with the examination of all claims arising
under the various acts of Congress granting pre.emption rights.
The reception, recording, and tabu1ating for examination all pre.emption entries and locations form the principal part of the work of the
division, while examination of such entries, deciding the legal principles
arising therein and the correspondence incident thereto, is an important
and arduous feature of the work.
Incidentally the examination of applications for amendments of erro·
neous filings and entries, and appeals from q_ecisions of the several local
offices, rejecting applications to file for and enter land, occupy the entire time of two clerks.
The townsite desk, which is attached to this division as a matter of
convenience, includes all matters relating to the platting, surveying,
appraisement, and sale of lands under the several laws relating to townsites, deciding all contests between town-lot claimants and between
townsites and settlers under the agricu!tural laws. The plats and tractboGks of town-lots are kept in this division.
Herewith is transmitted a statement of the work performed by the
pre-emption division for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1888.
The clerical force of this division was reduced at the commencement
of the present fiscal year by transfer to other divisions of eight expe·
rienced ex parte clerks. This left but few clerks outside of those en·
gaged in current work who could be used as examiners.
The large increase of unexamined entries on hand, together with the
unusual nnrnber of suspensions, both by this division and the board of
review, has caused a considerable increase of current work to be performed in the way of answering inquiries of claimants, attorneys, and
other parties in interest; in jacketing and posting entries on the dock.
ets, and in handling the .files.
The division acted upon during the year 16,433 entries ; 4,619 of this
number were suspended and 2,950 re-examined under instructions from
the board of review.
This is the greatest number of entries ever handled by this division
in one year, and that, too, with a force considerably reduced both in
efficiency and numbers.
Current work is up to date.
PRE·EMPTION CASH ENTRIES,

Pending June 30, 1887:
Not acted upon ....••...••••...••...••••..••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Examined and suspended •• • • • • . . • • • • . • • • • • • • . • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • .

59,949
4, 112

-----

Total .•••••.• -•••.• -• -- . . • • • • . • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 64, 061
Received during the year, including June 30, 1888:
From d~v!s~on C...... . • • • • • . • • • • • . • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • 46, 286
From d1v1s1on 0...................................................... 3,337
Total •••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ·•••• • • • • • • •• • • • • • .

259

49, 623
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Disposed of during the year ending June 30, 1888 :
Recommended for patent and sent to the board of review.. ......... •• • •
Suspended.............................................................
Received from Board of Review and suspended upon second examinatfon.
Canceled and referred. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • . • • • • • • • • •• • •• • • •• • • • • . . . •

8,507
4,619
2,950
357

Total .•••••.••••.••••••.••••••••••••.•••..•• ••••••••• •••••••••.. ~

--

Balance pending June 30, 1888:
Examined and suspended . • • • • • • • • • . • • . • • • • • • • . • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • •• • • • •• 7,569
Not examined.. • • • • . • . • . • • • • • . • • . • • . • • • • • • . . • • • . . • • • • • . • • • • . • . . . • • • • • • 96, 864
Total ..•.•..•••.•.•.•.•..••••...•.•••.••.•.. ·"·· ...••..•••...•.. 104,433
.Less cases belonging to "0" and suspended here on second examination.... 2, 950
Total pending . • • • . • . • . . . . . • . . . • . . • • . • • . . . . . . • • . . • • • • . • • • • . • . • • • • •• . 101, 483
CORRESPONDENCE.

Letters received d ming the year . • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • 15, 039
Letters answered ..•.•••...........••.•••••..••••.•••••.•••••.•.•••••.......
Letters filed requiring no answer* .•.•.•••••.••••• ..•••.••••..••. ..••••••••
Letters referred to other di visions .••••....•.•••••.•••••.•••••..••••...••••

4,359
7, 384
2,808

Total disposed of.••••...•••......••...••••... ..••.•....••....•.. .•••••.... 14,551
Balance undisposed of.......••.• •.••••............•. •••..•••••..•.• •..•••••
488
TOWNSITES.

20
15
22
12
15

Townsite entries received ••••...••...•••.•......••••••... ••••.. ••••.••••••
Townsite entries suspended ........••..••••••.•.•••.•....•••.••••••.••••••
Townsite entries approved ..•••••.........••••••••••••• ••••••• •••..•••••••
Hearings ordered involving townsites ..................................... .
Contests decided involving townsites ••••..••••...•...•.••.••••.••••...•••.
Entries of lots in Fort Dallas military reservation, Oregon, under act of
March 3, 1877, approved • . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . • • • • . . . . . . . • • • • . .. . . . . . • • . . . . . . •
Entries of lots in the towns of Ketchum, Idaho, and Le Grand and Baker
city, Oregon, under act of July 1, 1864, approved.........................
Entries of lots in towns of Pagosa Springs, Colo., and Port Angeles, Wash.
Ter., under act of March 3, 1863, approved . . . •.. . .. . .• • .. . .• . • .. .. .. ••..
Lots in town of Pendleton, Oregon, undel' act of August 4, 1882, approved...

405
29

Total...................................... ............. ............

486

10
42

The following table shows the number of all entries by classes in each
State and Territory pending in division G June 30, 1888:
States and Territories.

Sus. Notex. Home· Timber Desert Total
pended. a.mined. swad. culture. land.

Pi~:.-

OSAGE TRUST AND DDONISHED RESERVE ENTRIES,

All in Kansas ...................................... .

647

39, 553 . .. . • • .. .. .. • • .. .. • . . .. .

40, 200

········
............... .
1 ............... .
4g ...... 5. ···--·r

330
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Alabama............................................
Arizona..............................................
Arkansas...........................................
California...........................................
Colorado............................................
Dakota . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .
Florida......... . ......... ...... .......... ......... .
Idaho...............................................
Iowa. ................................................

18
28

37

74
2

;ii::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ....~;~.

II!i\i!li\liii!\i'.\iiiiiiiii!!i!i!!i!!!i
Total ... ··....................................

56
301

6
56
410 3,387
447 5,435
4, 551 12,901

i

8,175

139
675
19

14,921

7

8 ....... .

122

40 ········

9

1 .•......

8 ............... .

········
................ .
33
5 ...... .

5

1,192

10,996
783
l 1 724

174

1,729
107
609

96,219

67
3,852
5,892

17,614
184
759
21

15,366
5

41

30

1,395
32

7'

10

8 .... .. ..

...... 3. :::::::: ......2.
33
8

8 ..•.•••.
2 .•. ..•..

2 ............... .

·····-··
........ ········
4 ............. . .
2 ............... .
5 .......... ..... .

301

7, 116 letten filed with entries; 208 in letter files.

67

3

1,707
33
1,290

11,388
976
1, 94~
199
2,006
134.
685

104,765

H-CONTEST DIVISION.
This division has charge of all matters relating to contests between
individuals involving entries on and claims to the public domain under
the various laws relating to agricultural lands.
The following are s_ome of the items of business transacted in connection with these contests:
Decisions on appeal from local offices.
Decisions in ex parte cases.
Decisions on motions for review, etc.
Ordering of hearings.
Correspondence, reports, etc., and record of all matters incidental to
the adjudication of the above class of claims.
The special reasons which led to the organization of this division
.
were stated at length in the last annual report.
At that time it had been in existence but'tbree months, and its importance had not been practically demonstrated. Theretofore a lack of
uniformity in the application of the fundamental principles common to
the various laws under which public lands are disposed of had been
sometimes noticed, exciting criticism that was to an extent just. Clerks,
many without the legal training specially required for such duty, working in different divisions of the office and without opportunity of mutual consultation, prepared decisions which, despite the most careful
supervision and review, were sometimes found to be contradictory.
To bring together into one division such clerks as had had special experience, and as far as attainable those who united with such experience a legal education, though necessarily to the hinderance of work in
the several divisions from which they were drawn, and by the opportunity for the interchange of opinions and comparison of decisions in
the light of the settled rulings of the department thus afforded them ·
to secure not only uniformity in the holdings of this office, and conformity to the precedents established by the department and the courts,
but als9 greater rapidity in the disposal of pending contests, has been
the object aimed at by this division.
·
The following classification and summary of the work performed
during the first year of its history is presented as indisputable evidence
that the complete and systematic organization which has been already
effected has resulted in such dispatch of business as not only justifies
the formation of the division, but emphasizes the imperative demancl
for an increase in the number of the clerks there employed, with an
advance in their salaries commensurate with the nature of their duties:
Number of contests undisposed of June 30, 1887 .•••••..•••.....•...•.....•. 11,378
Cases received during the year . ______ . ..•••..•••..••• : ....•••....•.••...••• 11,210
Total. . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . • . . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • . . • • • . • . . . . . . . • • • • • 22, 588
Cases disposed of '1.uring year ...•.•••••••••••••.•••••.•••••••••••••••••..•. 14,488
Cases undisposed of June 30, 1888.... •••• •••• •••• •• ••• ••• •••••• •••••.......

8, 100

Docket cases decided since December 24, 1887, but not yet closed.... • • • • . . . •
Unappealed cases decided since December 24, 1887, but not yet closed........

654
452

,261

262
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LettJrs undisposed of June 30, 1887 •••••••• _._ ••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••• 14, 110
Letters rec~i ved during year ..••••..•••.••.•.••••••.••...•..••...••••...••. 1 , 143
Total .•••••••..•••..••••..•••.•• _••.•••••••••••••••••••••.•••••• _••.•• _•... ~
Letters disposed of during year ••••....•...••.•••••••.•...........•.. 20, 4

11649

Letters undisposed of June 30, 1888 ..................................
Pages of type-writing since January 1, 1888.... •••• ••• • • . • • ... • •••••• ...... 6, 01
Pages of press copies of letters ............................................. 10: 500

The 8,100 contests undisposed of on June 30, 1888, involving title to
nearly 1,296,000 acres of the public domain, are, under the present cla .
sification of the work of this division, divided as follows:
Docket cases or cases in which appeals have been filed from decisions of the
local officers upon testimony submitted .................................... 2, 745
Cases in which no appeal has been filed from decisions of the local officers upon
testimony submitted ...................................................... 5,355
Total ...................·....................... . ...................... 8,100

In addition to these cases there were pending in this di vision on June
30, 1888, the following:
Appeals from decisions of the local officers upon interlocutory motions........
Appeals to the honorable Secretary of the Interior from decisions of this office.
Motions for review, rehearing, and certiorari............ . ....................
Applications to contest entries of record...... . ..............................

117

69
18
34

The 1,106 cases included in the two items "Docket" and "Unappealed cases decided sip.ce December 24, 1887, not yet closed," are
awaiting reports of the local officers showing notice to tbe parties, and
in docket cases whether appeal has been taken from the decision of
this office. When such re:port has been made these cases will be closed,
or if appealed transmitted to the Secretary as rapidly as the clerical
force· of the division will permit.
Of the 11,649 letters classified above as undisposed of on June 30,
1888, more than 11,000 belong to the records of the contests and appeal
as above classified, a very small number being properly current correspondence.
Uf the 14,488 contest cases reported as disposed of during the year
by far the greater part were either unappealed cases or appeals from
the decisions of the local officers upon interlocutory motions, involving
no consideration of evidence nor weighing of conflicting testimony in
formulating the decisions of this office. Very many, indeed, of tbat
class involved no decision by the contest division.
Under date of April 4, 1888, in response to a House resolution calling
for information regarding the method of procedure in this office upon
appeals from the local officers, the following statement was made: ·
An erroneous impression exists in many quarters that a contest between individuals over a tract of public land is purely a personal matter, and one in which the
government has no interest. This might have been true prior to the passage of the
act of May _14, 1 0 (~~1 tat., 140), the second section of which gives to any one who
succ fully contests and "procures the cancellation of any pre-emption, homestead,
or timb r-culture entry" a preference right of entering the tract covered by the cancel l ntry. This provisi n of the statute, t<>g ther with th e rules of practice adopted
l>y h departm nt in pursuance thereof, has caused a great increase in contest bu in , and t~e majority of the cases arise upon affidavits by persons who them elve
have no cla1m t the tract involved, but who charge fraud, illegality, or a failure to
c mpl wi b the law on the claimants.
•
Tb
cbarg ar uc ~s w uld be investigated by this office in the interest of the
v romeo tbr ugh pec1 1 g nt , if the conte tauts did not furnish the evidence
of _be , am at b. ir o_wn e:xpen , af er allowing full opportunity to the claimant to
n :\rd. ~bu 1t 111 be
n that in th gr at bulk of contests the government is
the d1r ly in r
party, tbe onte t nt being the informer, who, as a reward for
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the service he renders and the expense he incurs, is awarded an opportunity for a
.
limited time to enter the tract himself if the entry is canceled.
Contests are divided into two classes, appealed and unappealed. If no appeal 1s
taken from the decision of the local land officers, their finding is final in the absence
of any exceptions recoo-nized by the rules of practice. A careful examination, however of the.record in ~uch cases is required in this office, for no entry can be canceled on such a proceeding unless it affirmatively appears from the record that. the
office has obtaiued jurisdiction of the claimant by prope~ servi~e of notice o~ ~earmg,
and that due opportunity to appeal bas been allowed with notice of the dec1s10n.

Since January 1, 1888, the date at which the consideration of docket
cases was fairly begun, an average of only six clerks, all who were
available for such work from the average aggregate of twenty-four employed during the year, have been engaged in such consideration. They
have disposed of an average of 120 cases per month, but.as such cases
have been accumulating at the rate of 200 per month it will be seen
tba,t there has been no net gain in the special work for which the division was organized, the number in band June 30, 1888, being 2,745 as
against 2,300 January 1, 1888.
.
In unappealed cases the progress has been necessarily more rapid.
Of the aggregate 12,749 of such cases on band and received since January 1, 1888, 7,393 have been disposed of, leaving ~,355 still in hand.The action in these two classes of contests has resulted in the cancellation since January 1, 1888, of 4,084 entries, and the consequent restoration "to the public domain of 653,440 acres.
...
.
With the present force available for such work, it is nearly two years
after the record of a contest reaches this office before it can be considered, and in case an appeal is taken to the Secretary nearly as long
a time must elapse before the final adjudication can be reached-four
years of vexatious and certainly unnecessary delay, giving rise to reasonable discontent and complaint on the part of settlers endeavoring
to establish homes under the public land laws.
It is believed, as was stated in the last annual report, that it rests
entirely with Congress to provide an increase of clerical force, the only
means by which the constantly accumulating arrears of work in this
division may be disposed of.
In response to the appeal of my predecessor, as presented at that
time, a provision for the appointment of ten'' principal examiners of
land claims and contests," just one-half the number asked for, was ,
embodied in the legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation act
for the current year, but unless some adequate accommodation can be
made for these clerks the confusion consequent upon such overcrowding of the already crowded quarters assigned to the division can not
materially accelerate its work.
· Briefly, then, more clerks and more room are the pressing and only
needs of the contest division.

•

K.-SWAMP LAND DIVISION.
This division is charged with the adjustment of the claims arising
under the acts of Congress by which grants of the swamp and overflowed lands within their respective limits have been made to fifteen of
the public land States, and under the acts supplemental thereto.
The principal items of business transacted are:
(1) Reception, examination, and placing of record of the lists of land
selected and reported as inuring to said States under the several granting acts.
(2) Determining from the evidence forming the basis of adjustment
of these claims, and from an examination of tLe records, which of the
tracts so selected and reported pass to the States under the grants;
preparation of lists of such tracts for approval by the Secretary of the
Interior, and issuing and recording patents for the same to the proper
State.
(3) Adjustment of claims of the States to the indemnity providcu by
law for swamp and overflowed lands sold by the United States or located with wanants or scrip.
(4) Deciding conflicts which arise between claims under other laws
or grants and claims under the swamp-land acts.
(5) Preparation, recording, indexing, and care of correspondence,
decisions, papers, records, and other matters relating to claims arising
under said acts.
During the past fiscal year 781,857.59 acres have been claimed and
reported to this office as swamp or overflowed land and the claim
placed of record, making the total area claimed and reported under
the acts of March 2, 1849, September 28, 1850, and March 12, 1860,
78,189,130.65 acres.
The amount formally approved to the several States during the past
year is 39,007.47 acres, increasing the total amount thus approved to
58,859,375.63 acres, including 8,708,377.98 acres approved to the State
of Louisiana pursuant to the provisions of the act of March 2, 1849,
under which act the approval has the force and effect of a patent.
Under the act of September 28, 1850, paten ts have issued for 94,128.18
acre , making the total number of acres patented under said act
48z.!31,873.06 acres.
'.l'he total area disposed of by approval under act of March 2, 1849,
and Y paten under other acts making grants of swamp and overflo_w d land , or indemnity for the same, from the date of the pas age of
said act _to the clo of the fi cal year is 56,840,251.09 acre .
The a<lJu tment of swamp-land indemnity claims under acts of March
2, 1_ 55,_ and Mar b 3, 1857, ha progre ed as rapidly as a careful exmma~on of · id claim will permit.
Dormg th p· . t year ca h indemnity account amounting to 30,528.32
h v
n x mm d and allowed, and the tracts patented a indemnity
,
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of swamp land, and 579,70~.01 acres patented in _lieu of swamp lands
locat,ed with military bounty land.wnrrants or scrip. .
.
New selections, principally claims for swamp-land mdemn~ty, to a
large amount, have been filed du~ing the past year, _and comnderable
progress has been made in the adJustment of said claims.
The correspondence and general work of the d~visio~ has been kept
up as near to date as possible, taking into considerat10n that.a large
number of old cases have been disposed of in connection with the cur.
rent business of the division.
In the adjustment of the swamp-land inde~nity claims for the I?ast
year six special agents were employed in makmg a personal examma·
tion in the field of lands claimed under the swamp grant, and were
present on behalf of the government at the taking of testimon1 p~e·
sented by the States respecting the character of the land for which mdemnity was claimed.
The following is a summary of the more important work done by
this division:
Letters received................ ... .......................................
Letters ans\\'ered __ . __ • . . • . • • . • • . . • • • • • • • • • • • •• • . • • •• . . • • • • . •• •• • • • • 1,459
Letters filed, no answer required. . . . • . • . . • • . . . . • • •• .. . • . .. . • • • •• • • .. • 1, 004
Letters referred .. __ . • . . . . • . . . • • . . • • • • • • . • . . . . • • • . • . . • • • . • • • • • • • • • • . • 132

2,671

2,595
Total disposed of .... _.•....• _..•....•.••••.•.••••••..•••••• ~ ••.•••••
76
Balance not acted on ..••..••••••.•.. __ ... _.••••..••••.•..•••...••••• _•••. _
1,028
Pages of letter record covered ............................. _..••••..•••••..
38
Lists prepared for approval. •...... _..... ............ _.. __ ....... , ...... ..
Certified copies of lists prepared and transmitted to the governors of the sev54
eral States and local land officers ...................................... ..
36
Patents executed...... . . • • • . . . . . . . . • • • • . ....•••••.••••..•••...•••••.....
69
Pages of patent record covered .....•.........•...••••••••.•..••••••.•••••
521
Number of contest cases decided ..................................... _..•.
Tracts upon which claims for indemnity have been adjustt,d upon testimony
submitted..............................................................
3,161
Tracts examined with 1_?lats and field-notes of survey to determine their
character...... . . . • . . . . . . • . . . . • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • . . . . . • . • • • . . • . . • • . . 166, 980
45
Certified copies prepared for individuals. . . . . • . . .. • • • • • • • . • • • • • . . .. . . . • . • • •
Entries and locations held for cancellation for conflict with claims under
the swamp grant ..••.........•.......•••.. ~ ......••.. _..........•.••••.
30
Claims under the railroad grants held for rejection for conflict with claims
under swamp grant .....•...•••••...•....•..•.•.....•.....••......•...•
7
Claims under the swamp grant held for rejection ................ __ ....... ..
193
Hearings ordered with a view to determine the character of lands claimed as
swamp .... _.. _.......... __ ............................................ .
92
Swamp land indemnity certificates issued ................................. .
7
DECISIONS.

Several of the more important decisions of the department rendered
during the year are deemed of sufficient importance to be appended,
to wit:
STATE OF OHIO,

Swamp Grant,-Indemnity.-Tbe swamp grant did not take effect on lands reserved to the government in re-imbursementfor lands granted by previous legislation; and as such lands did not pass
under said grant indemnity claimed therefor is witlfout basis and must be denied,
[Acting Secretary Muldrow to Acting Commissioner Stockslager, November 23, 1887.J

The claim of the State of Ohio to indemnity for certain land in the Defiance land
district, sold by the United States at $2.50 per acre, subsequent to the act of September 28, 1850, (9 Stat., 519) for the reason that the same ·was granted to it as swamp
and overflowed laud by the act mentioned, is before me on appeal by the duly authenticated agent of said State from your office decision of June 2:3, 1885, wherein you hold,
in reply to a letter by counsel dated June 10, 1885, calling your attention to said claim
and requesting that an account be stated, that '' the State of Ohio has no legal claim."
The land for which indemnity is claimed is in the alternate sections within the
grant to the State of Ohio for canal purposes by the act of May 24, 1828 ( 4 Stat., 305 ),
and which Q)' the terms~f' said act were reserved to the United States.
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I concudn your conclusion that the question herein was substantially disposed of by
the Secretary of the Interior in his decision of November 20, 1855, refusing the claim
of the State of Illinois to the alternate sections within the railroad grant of Sep mber 20, 1850, similarly reserved.
Counsel insist that those lands being offered at public sale in September, 1844, i.e.,
prior to the act of September 28, 1850, and sold subsequently thereto, were not in a
state of reservation at that date, as was the fact in the claim before Secretary fo.
Clelland, supra. This is not material. In the decision cited the then Secretary expressly says that the State has no right under the act of September 28, 1850, to any
land whillli had been reserved by the President (under the act of September 20, 1850),
for the special purposes of that act, to wit, the re-imbursement to the government for
the granted lands.
The act of May 24, 1828, sup1·a, making the grant to Ohio for canal purpo es, contained t,he same reservation to the United States as does the said act of September20,
1850 (making the grant to the Mobile and Chicago Railroad), passed upon by Secretary McClelland. (1 Lester, 521.)
That the obvious purpose of such reservation as is made in the canal grant to Ohio
and in similar legislation is to re-imburse the government for the grant can not in my
judgment be successfully controverted. 'fhis reservat,ion amounted to a disposal of
the land, and consequently prevented it from passing specifically by t~e s~amp g~a.nt
of 1850. Its subsequent sale was but the accomplishment of the leg1slat1ve de 1~u.
Concurring: therefore, in the views expressed by Se~retary McClelland as_ af?resa.1d,
upon the similar state of facts presented by the claun of the State of Ilh?o1s, I am
of the opinion that no basis exists for this claim to indemnity, no title havmgvested
in the State.
Your decision is affirmed.
CALIFORNIA SWAMP LAND-PROCEEDINGS BEFORE THE SURVEYOR-GENERAL.
OF CALIFORNIA V. THE UNITED STATES.

STATE

Testimony as to the character of land submitted by the State under section 2488 of the Revised Statutes must be taken before the surveyor-general.
LSecretary Vilas to Commissioner Stockslager, May 17, 1888.)

I have considered the case of the State of California ex rel. T. M. Loop v. United
States on appeal by the former from your office decision of May 21, 1886, rejecting the
proofs taken in the matter of the claim of said State to lot 4, being the SW. t of the
NE.¼ of sec. 25, T. 14 S., R. 4 W., S. B. M., California, under the swamp laud grant
of September 28, 1850.
. .
The statute providing for the taking of testimony in such cases is clear and explicit
in the statement that it shall be taken before the surveyor-general, and leaves no
room for a doubt as to the construction to be given it.
Since I concur in the conclusion reached in your said office decision the ame is
hereby affirmed.
{Acting Commissioner Stockslager to United States surveyor-general, San Francisco, Cal., May 21
1886.)

I have examined the papers transmitted to this office January 16, 188~, by _your
predecessor W. H. Brown, in the matter of the claim of the State of California,, to
lot 4, or the SW. ¼of the NE. ¼of sec. 25, township 14 south, range 4 west, San B~rnardino meridian, California, under the swamp land grant of September 28, 1850, with
bis report and opinion.
The e,idence on which his opinion is founded consists entirely of depositions taken
before the depnty of J.M. Dodge, county clerk of San Diego County, California.
If the tate is entitled to said land it is because it has been segregated as swamp
land either by the United tates snrveyor or prior to July 23, 1866, by the State of
al_ifornia by a survey in conformity with the system of surveys adopted by the
Umted tat , or shall appear from testimony taken in accordance with law to be
actually wamp land.
aid tract. is not represented as swamp laud on the map or in the returns of the
urveyors, and in such ca
it is provided as follows:
"If the authoriti of aid tate ball claim as swamp and overflowed any land not
r pr nt
ucb upon th map or in the r turns of th£\ surveyors, the character of
su h 1 n t h dat of th grant, eptemb r 2 , 1 50, and the right to the ame,
timouy to b taken before the surveyor-general, who hall
sh )1 bed t rmin 1:>Y
cl 1de th
bJect to th approval of the Commissioner of the General Land
,
·" (
t ut
t Larg , vol. 14, p. 218, et seq.; R vised Statutes, section
24

.)

~o:

• i a t m k s no pr vi i n
takiug t stimony b fore any other than the surv · r-g n _r 1 · h n
b cl p . 1ti n tak n b for said deputy clerk w re taken with<> t nth ri Y
1 , nd r ther fi re r ject d 1 and the opinion and decision of the
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said surveyor-general founded thereon is not approved. You will advise the parties
in interest of this action and allow the usual time for appeal.
.
I return herewith the papers containing the correspondence in the case, to wit,
Nos. 1 to 16, inclusive; also 19, 20, 22, 24, and 25 as named in the schedule sent by the
surveyor-general.
If the State or those claiming under it desire to present testimony in the mannrJ' 1
prescribed by law to show that said tract was swamp land at the date of the grant,
you will institute proceedings as heretofore directed anil make due report of tbe
same.
It will be seen from the correspondence that Mr. W. S. Weed had made application
to enter the land as a homestead, so that in any future investigation he must be 1
made, a party and be permitted to present evidence of the non-swampy character of
the land.
Statement exhibiting the quantity of land selected for the several States undm· acts of Congress app1'oved Ma1·ch 2, 1849, September 28, 18fi0, (Revised Statutes of the United Statts,
section 2479), and March 12, 1860 (Revised Statutes of the United States, section 2490),
up to and ending June 30, 1888.
1888.

1887.
States.

r - - - - --

- - - - 1 - - -- -- -------1 YeareD d ·

Third
quarter.

Fourth
quarter.

First
quarter.

Second
quarter.

Acres.

.Acres.

Acres.

Acres.

ing

Total since
1~~:3o, date
of grant.

Acres.

Acres.

531,355.60
8, 655, 210. 10
1, 882, 222. 85
Fl<;>ri~a .. .. . . • .. . .. . . .. .. . 667, 392. 19
6, 450. 00
13, 988. 76 . . . . . • . . . • . . 687, 830. 95 20, 259, 389. 09
3,981,784.10
1, 377, 727. 70
4, 567, 959. 33
Louisiana (act of 1849)....
119. 92
8,500.00 ...... ...... ...... . .....
8, 6i9. 92 11,214,814.04
554,459.51
7,293, 15!1. 28
4, 378, 837. 91
3, 602, 963. 30
M~~soun.... ...... .• .•.. .. 23,160.00 .. . .........
6,280.00
5,640.00
35,080.00
4, 836, 263. 34
0 10 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
116,766.28
Oregon .. • . • . . • . • .. . .. .. ..
8, 041. 21
2, 440. 00
8, 776. 95 ..... ., .. . . . 19, 258. 16
36\1, 094'.35
Wisconsin ............ ....................... ..... . .... . . ......... .. .............. ... . 4, 567, 123. 87

f~i~!1:'
s: :::: :::::: :::::: :::::::139.:::87:: --~~:2, '520.
.:~: 40~~- .:::. . :. :..:::::
:: ::: :: 35.
::: 40::: --~~:2, '695.
.~~~:~:
California . . • • . . • • • • • • . • •
. .. . ..
67

~~E.~: :~: : ~: : : :::: ::t~~~: ~~: ::~~~ ~~~~~~: : :::::::::: :::::: :::::: . :~:-~i~:_ ~~-

~§i~??S>: : : : : : : ):::)i ::::::;;:;;: :):::::::: :::j:;;:
Totalf............... 700, 432. 78

46, 623. 53

29, 125. 88

5, 675. 40

781, 857. 59

78, 189, 130. 65

Stcitement exhibiting the quantity of land app1·oved to the several States under acts of Cong1·es! approved March 2, 1849, September 2B, 1850 (Revised Statutes of the United States,
section 2479), and March 12, 1860 (Revised Statutes of the United States, section 2490), up
to and ending June 30, 1888.

States.

•

1887.
1888.
•
1 - - - - - ; - - - - - l - - - - - , - - - - - - l i n g JYear
n n ende 30 Total smce
Third
Fourth
First
Second
1888. ' date of grant.
quarter.
quarter.
quarter.
quarter.

Acres.

Acres.

Acres.

Acres.

Acres.

.Acres.

.Alabama ....................................................................... .. .. . .
414,310.31
4-r~ans~................ .
2,422.46 .. .. .. .... • .
240. 00
3, 570. 93
6, 233. 39
7, 663, 430. 06
Cah~orma.... . . . • . • • • . . . . .
139. 87
2, 520. 40 . . . . . . . . . . . .
· 35. 40
2, 695. 67
1, 749, 196. 73
Fl?r1~a...................
654.46 ·······-···· 16,252.95 ............ 16,907.41 16, 286, 003. 04
1, 493, 678. 25
1, 265, 107. 87
931,793.85
Lou~s~ana (act of1849) .. ..
119. 92 . . . . .. . . • . .. .. • • • • . • • . • .
I, 266. 94
1, 386. 86
8, 708, 377. 98
Lou1s1ana (act of 1850).... . • • . . .. . . . • . . • . • • • • •• • • • . . . . . . .. . • • .
6, 129. 29
6, 129. 29
257,504.03
5, 728, 922. 91
3, 051, 234. 56
3, 325, 031. 23
4, 495, 794. 91
25,660.71
132,101.72
3,331,227.47

l~i¥~::::::::::::::::::: ::::::~i:i~: :::::::::::: ---..~~flf iHi ~iH~

i!}U\\H/ I::IIi :~<I:r t//j;:~: mt!Il~: \iirn:
Total...............

3,456. 71

....,... 2,795.71

19,916.82

12,838.23

89,007.47

58,859,375.68

,
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Statement exhibiting the quantity of land patented to the seveml States under the acu of
Cong1·ess approved September 28, 1850 ( Revised Statutes of the United States, section 2479)
and Ma1·ch 12, 1860 (Revised Statutes of the United States, section 2490), and also th~
quantity cm·tijied to the State of Louisiana iindm· act approved March 2, 1849, up to and
ending June 30, 1888.

States.

1887.
1888.
,- - - -- - - - - - • - - - - - -- - - , Year end- T t 1 .
ing June30
a emce
Third
!Fourth
First
Second
1888_ ' date of grant.
quarter.
quarter.
quarter.
quarter.

°

.Acres.
.Acres.
.Acres.
.Acres.
A.ere,.
Acre,.
Alabama.................. . .. . . . .• • . . • . ••• . . . . . . . . •••• •• ••••••
999. 22
999. 22
a410, 189. 84
Arkansas................. ••••••. .. . . .
890. 67 • . . • • • . • . • . .
160. 00
1,050.67
7,503, 356.13
California.................. . . . . . . . . . . . .
496. 96 • • • • • • • • • • • • . • . • . • . • . . . .
496. 96
J, 465, 397. 35
Florida . . • • • • . . . . • • . • • . • • .
2,405.48 . • • • . . • • • • • •
9, 221. 81 . • • • • . . . . . . • 11, 627. 29 bl6, 060, 418. 39
Illinois . . . • . . . . • • . • • • . . • • . . • • • .. . • . • • . . . • • . . • • • . . . . . . . . . . • • • . .
40. 00
40. 00 cl, 455, 601. 45
Indiana. !................. . . • • . • . • • • • . . •• • • • . •. • . . . . • • • . . • • • • . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . dl, 257,743.61
Iowa...................... . • • • . . . . . . . .
80. 00 . . . • . • • • • • • • . • • . . . . . . • . .
80. 00 el, 181, 878. 23
Louisiana (act of 1849) . • ..
119. 92 _•. _... •• • • • • .• • • • • • • • •
1,266.99
1,386.91
8,708,378. 03
Louisiana (act of 1850) .••..••••• •••••. .•••..••••...••...••••.. _•• . • • . •• • . . .•••••.•.•..
225,172.32
~ichigan... .. •. •• . . . .• • . . . •• • • . • .• • •.
257. 26 ••.••.. _... . . . . • . . .•• • • .
257. 26 f 5,667,304.64
Minnesota . • • • • • . • • • . • . . • . . . . • • . . • . • . . . • • • . . . • • • • . 65, 530. 58 . • • • . • . . . • • . 65, 530. 58 2, 846, 324. 88
Mississippi • • • • . • • • • • . • • • . • • • • • • . . . . . . . .••........... •. .... •. _ . ..... . _... _ . • • • • • . . . . . . S, 258,746.66
Missouri..................
80. 00 . . • • . . ••• • • .
3,568.42
5,803.29
0, 461. 71 g3, 411,548. 911
Ohio . . . . . . • . . • • • . • • • • . • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ......•... 1 •••••• _•••• _ . ••••••• •• _ _ . • • • • • • • • • • •
25, 640. 71
Orei!;on _. . . . . • . • • • • • • • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. __ . . . • . . .
1, 316. 13 ...•. ____ ...
1, 316. 13
32, 627. 2:.!
Wisconsin . • • • • • • • • . . . . • • .
200. 00
2, 159. 20
1, 759. 26
160. 00
4, 278. 46 h3, 329, 922. 64
Total. .••••••••••... ,...... 21 805. 40

I

3, 884. 09

81, 396. 20

8 1 429. 50

1

96, 515. 19

56, 840,251.09

a 999.22 acres of this contained in indemnity patents nuder act of March 2, 1856. ·
b 56,306.50 acres of this contained in indemnity patents under aot of March 2, 1855.
c 2,309.07 acres of this contained in indemnity patents under act of March 2, 1855.
d 4,880.20 acres of this contained in indemnity patents under aot of March 2, 1855.
e 321,565.23 acres of this contained in indemnity patents under act of March 2, 1~55.
f 18,983.93 acres of this contained in indemnity patents under aot of Ma.rob 2, 1805.
9 70,615.67 acres of this contained in indemnity patents under aot of March 2, 1855.
h 105,047.99 acres of this contained in indemnity patents under aot of March 2, 1855.

/

L.-DRAUGHTING DIVISIO~.
In this division is performed all the general draughting, mechan~cal
and topographical, required by . the General Land Office; the plattmg
of all copies of surveys of public lands when required; the r:ecomputation of areas consequent upon relotting on account of accretions and
detrition. It has the custody of all official plats and maps of surveys
covering the public domain and field-notes relating thereto. Maps of
the United States and the various land States and Territories are compiled in this division from official surveys for publication. Copies of
maps and plats are prepared for individuals upon payment of the proper
legal fee therefor; and where the plats in local land offices become so
worn and defaced as to be useless, tracings from the originals are made
for use of contractors in reproducing such plats by photolithography.
The character of much of the work done in this division renders it impracticable to define it in writmg, unless each subject be treated in
lengthy detail. Here all the inaccuracies and incongruities in the public
surveys are explained and cleared away wherever later surveys conflict
with those made originally. Questions connected with such conflicts
are continually arising.
A manuscript map of the United States, compiled under contract made
in 1884:, was thoroughly overhauled and many additions and corrections
made upon it through the aid of recently obtained reliable data gathered
from extended surveys, particularly in the far western States and Territories. A contract for issuing an edition of 5,000 copies of this map
was awarded October 31, 1887, to Mr. Isaac Friedenwald, of Baltimore
city, Md., and on February 17, 1888, the official and original map sheets
were sent him.
It is expected that said maps will be delivered by about September 1,
1888. Of the edition of 1886 there remain 3,150 copies yet undisposed
of. These were sent to Messrs. Julius Bien & Co., of New York, under
an extension of their contract by ex-Commissioner W. A. J. Sparks.
The following Territorial and State maps were compiled and traced during the year: Arizona, 1,500 copies received; Indian Territory, 1,500
copies; Louisiana, 1,000 copies; Minnesota, 2,000 copies; Montana,
2,000 copies; Ohio, 1,500 copies; Wyoming, 2,000 copies.
Messrs. Bien have in hand now a tracing of Michigan, of which State
an edition of 1,500 copies is to be furnished. The tracing of the map
of Washington Territory, also compiled during the year, will have been
finished in about two_months. Two thousand copies are to be printed
of this map. When Bien & Co. shall have issued the copies of Michigan and Washington Territory all those authorized under the extension
of their contract of October, 1886, will have been printed.
A map of Colorado was compiled during the year, and it is to be issued
under a contract with Mr. Isaac Friedenwald. Computations of a Jarge
number of areas and the drawings incident thereto, together with
amendments to plats of survey in connection with adjustments of questions relative to public lands disposed of by government. and many
269
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designs for equipments for the various offices of the land bureau have
been made and specifications for the construction drawn.
'
Two hundred and sixty-three township plats have been compiled
upon working diagrams.
Seven hundred and three maps of railroad locations were examined
and reported upon during the past fiscal year. Three hundred and forty
maps of railways have been referred to the division for designation of
land districts through which they pass, and for transmittal to the proper
land offices. ·
.
One hundred and thirty-two land-district maps have been made for
applicants and office use.
Fifty-one maps of definite location of railways have been made and
furnished.
One hundred and forty-one maps of land grants to railroads have
been made and furnished.
One hundred and eighty-five maps of private claims and grants and
government reservations, Indian, naval, and military, have been made
for office and other purposes.
r
Eight hundred and four pieces of miscellaneous work, comprising
tracing of surveys, the compilation of smaller drawings of maps and
diagrams, and other general work, have been executed.
1 Eighty volumes (of field-notes and plats) have been arranged in
proper order and sent to the Public Printing Office for binding.
Thirty-three thousand seven hundred loose photolithographic plats of
townships have been classified and filed for reference and easy access,
and about 3,900 additional verified.
In the spring of 1886 Hon. William A. J. Sparks, the then Commissioner of the Land Office, issued circular instructions to all the local land
officers, and in some instances to imrveyors-general, to the effect that such
officers forward a list of all omissions, worn and mutilated plats in the
respective offices, so that their files may be completed. Nearly all offices responded, and called for several thousands in the aggregate.
The work consequent upon the reproduction, selection, mounting, and
verification of these was tedious and involved careful proving. During
the year 4,000 of these plats have been sent to the various offices, and
it is believed that every office of registers and receivers and surveyorsgeneral has been fully supplied as requested by them.
Thirty-six hundred additional plats have been sent to applicants.
I Seven hundred and seventy-three tracings for reproduction of surveys have been made and sent Mr. Norris Peters, contractor for such
work, and 41 reprodnctions from originals have been made, making a
total of 814 during the year. Of these Mr. Peters has returned J77
sets, 24 impressions to each, under his contract dated October 12, 1887.
All these enumerated items constitute the fixed manual work of the
divi ion, and they indicate an increase of about 70 per cent. over previous year.
In regard to thi photolithographic work my recommendation made
la t year i re pectfully repeated. When the tracings are made during
o~ce ~our . as a I art of the work of the division, current duty in other
d1r ctions 1 fr uent1y delayed, and the ultimate actual expen e i
gr ater to the. gov rnment. It is therefore recommended, both for
nomy ancl d1 pat ~, that for 1888-'89 bidders be required to offer
pr po a1 f'. r t~e entire work-tracings and prints. It is also recomm n ~ that, m
o_f h ving twenty-four impressions made of a
t . ~ h1 ur y, f wh1 ·h wenty-one are upon plate paper on which
r1ting ca not be nt or corrections made, the number be reduced to
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twelve, and the entire set be printed upon drawing-paper of a light
weight and cost. Twelve copies of each township are sufficient to
answer all calls for the same during eight or ten years, and should an
edition of that quantity become exhausted a reproduction can be easily
accomplished, as the tracings will be at once available from the files.
Rapid accumulation of these prints and time absorbed in putting them
away will be thus avoided, and the government will have them on
paper adapted to the purpose for which they are intended. Nor do I
believe the additional cost of a better grade of paper will add to the
cost of the prints, the reduction in number of each being appropriately
considered. Drawing-paper good enough for the purpose can be purchased probably for 70 or 80 cents a quire. There·are now on hand
nearly 600,000 of these prints.
·

M.-DIVISION OF ACCOUNTS.
The Revised Statutes of the United States (section 456) provide as
follows:
All returns relative to the public lands shall be made to the Commissioner of the
Gen~ral Land Office, and he shall have power to audit and settle all public acconn
relative to the public lands.

This statute, as it relates to accounts, is executed by the Oommissioner through the division of accounts, the duties of which embrace
the statement, adjustment, and auditing of accounts relating to the
public lands between the United States and the States, the United
States and various Indian tribes, and the United States and individuals;
the examination and docketing of returns from the 114 local land offices;
the advances of public funds to d sbursing agents in the public land
service; the compilation of tabular statements showing the disposal
of the public domain, and the preparation of estimates for the nece .
sary expenses of the land service for each fiscal year.
The following is a summary of t,he work performed in the division
during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1887:
Letters received ................•....... __ - -. -- - - -- - - - .. - - •••• -•• - -- - . - - - -.
Letters written .. __ ... ___ . ___ . _. ____ . __ ... - ... - ..... - -... - -- - - -. - . - - - - . - . . .
Duplicate certificates of deposit received and recorded .. ----·----····--·....
Accounts adjusted and audited.·--·-··----····-·· ...... ··--· ··---···-··--·-

32, 167
23, 650
1,816
4,807

These accounts, covering $16,288,507.87, show receipts and disbursements as follows:
RECEIPTS.

699 quarterly accounts of receivers of public moneys .... __ ... - - - - . $14,615, 792. 9
31 accounts of moneys collected on account of depredations on the
public timber .. ___ ..• _••... _. _... ___ •.. ___ •... __ .. _____ • _- •
14, 159. 63
730 total receipts .• ___ •. __ ._ •.. __ ... ____ ..... __ .• _____ . __ ...••• _..

14, 629;952. 61

DISBURSEMENTS.

1,522 quarterly accounts of receivers acting as disbursing agents_ .. 201 quarterly accounts of surveyors-general acting as disbursing
a.gen ts .. ___ .... - ..... -............... -.... - - -... - • - · · - - - - · ·
34 State fund accounts._ .. _.··-··· ...... ··---··----·-----···-···
2 Indian accounts. _____ ···-·····---···---···-·--· · ···-····--···
614 repayment accounts for land erroneously old .......•.. _._ ....
17 State swamp-land indemnity acconnts ..........•....•••.. --·0 re-1mbnrsement account::J act March 3, 1867. _.••.......•.• - - •• .
accounts of deputy surveyors ... __ ...... . .......... _•••...•••.
3 return of deposit accounts ............... _•....•. , _.•..... _. _.
9 e":pr
accounts (transportation of public moneys) ...• .• . ___ .
1,507 m1scellaneon account , including those ofin pectors and special
agents, and conting nt tran portatiou and other accounts . . .

734,304.51
181,183.00
326,168.35

12,169.40
56,747.47
30,582.32
30,759.42
74,184.80
259.17
4,106.59
238,672. 55

4,077 total di burs&ments .....•............ _...........••.• _.••.••• _ $1,689,137.58

The_ r cord of adju tmen
f account , letters written, certificates of
cl po 1t, tabular tat m n , and repor , with other miscellaneou matter, v-er 2
pag
f l tter po t.
· ·
272

273

PUBLIC LANDS.

The following statement shows the number of letters and accounts
pending at the beginning of the fiscal year, the number received, the
number disposed of during the year, and the number pending at the
close of the year:
Accounts pending July 1, 1887 ....•..••••• ·~···· ...••.•••• .;.. ••.. ...••. .•. .
Number received during the year...........................................

1,045
4,508

Total ..•••........•••••.•.•........•....•...•.••..••••·. . . . . • . . . . . . . . .

5, 553

Number adjusted, recommended paid, etc................................... 4,807
746
Number on hand.June 30, 1888 .....••...••••.•.••••.••.•...•..•••••••..•....
Total. . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • • • . • • • • . • • • . • . . • . . • • . • . • . . • . . . • • • • • • . . . • . . . . . . . . 5, 553
Letters pending July 1, 1887 . • • • • • . . . • . . . . . . • . . . • • • • . • • • • . . . . • . . . . • . . . . . . • .
371
Received during the year • • • • • . . . • • . . . . • • • • . . . • • • • . . • . . . . . . • • • • • • . . . . . . . • . . 32, 167
Total .•.•.•... ; .••••........•. _. . . • • • • . • • • • • . . • . •.• . . • • • • • . • • • • . . • • . . . 32, 538

---

Number answered , filed, etc ..•••..•••••..•...•..•..••••.••••...••.......... 32,195
NumberonhandJune30, 1888 •••••..•..•••..•••••.••••••••••....•.........
343

Total .....•.••................••........•..••......• ~. • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32, 538

This division prepares all estimates of appropriations required for the
land service, and also reports relative to the expenditure of money ap·
propriated.
.
A report of the condition of appropriations appertaining to the public
land service, which shows the amount appropriated, the amount expended, the estimated liabilities outstanding, and the balance on hand
of each of thirty separate appropl'iations is prepared weekly.
Notwiths.tanding there has been a decrease of six clerks, whose services at the instance of the Secretary of the Interior have been transferred in part to divisions having greater need of them, this division
has greatly reduced the work in arrears at the beginning of the fiscal
year 1888, and at the same time kept the current work up to date.
Statistics referred to in former r~ports have been advanced as far as
may be by clerks of the division when not engaged on current work.
It would be well to put an extra force upon this extra work and bring
it up to date for the use of the department and office, involving as it
does important statistical matter which has been accumulating and re·
mained unclassified and uncompiled, some of it at least for a period co
existent with the establishment of the General Land Office.
The following tables are submitted, including a recapitulation of the
land business done in the several States and Territories during the past
fiscal year :
Statement showing the amount deposited by railroads for field and ojffoe work on account of
the survey of JJublic lands in the several surveying districts during the fiscal year ending
June 30, 1888.
District.

i~~F~'..>)<ii!IUUUU!Uii///I
Total. ................................................. .

INT 88-VOL

I--18

Field work.
$31, 192. 93
36, 412. 49
2,748.35
220. 71
655. 34
1, 880. 79
73, 110. 61

Offic~ work. I.Aggregate.
$10, 397. 63
7, 680. 52
682. 82
42. 06
468. 85
235. 10

$41, 590. 56 .
44, 093. 01
3,431.17
262. 77
1, 124. 19
2, 115. 89

-----1---19,506.98
92,617.59

274

REPORT OE' THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

Statement showing the amount deposited by inclividuals fo1· field and office work 1>11 acco
of the su1·vey of public lands in the several surveying dist1·icts durin!J the fiscal ye
ending June 30, 1888.

1

Office work.
District.

Field work.

Aggre~at.

Total.

Alaska ..........................................................
Arizona.

• ••• • • ••• • • • • • •• • • . ••• • • .• • • • . . • . . . . . . . . . . .•••.•. •• . • .

California.................... ............ . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . ... . . .
Colorado . . . . . . . . . • . . . • . • • . • . . • . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. Dakota...... • • • • • • • . • . • • • • • • • • • • • • •• • • • . . • . • . • • • • . • . . . • . • . . . . . . .

$1,090.00
2,280.00
7,732.00
31, 615. 00
2, 060. 00

$1,090.00
2,280.00
7,732.00
31, 615. 00
2, 060. 00

$1,0!lO.OO
2, 2 0.00

7,732.00

31, 615. 00
2, UGO. 00

fJ~ti~::::::
:::::: :::::: :::::: :::::::: :: :::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: --·2:so4. oo· ·.. 2: soi: oo· ···· 2, sii!:oo
Louisiana ...............•............................... . ....... ········· ··· ············ ············
Minnesota.······························ · · · · · · · · · · ·. · · · · .$.!O. OO .... g. 875: 00 .... f ois: oo· .... s; 975: 00
Montana................................
$60. 00
•
2' l' 6 00
2 136. 00
2 136.00
Nevada - : .... · ... · · · · • · • • · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 58
· · · 5· · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·
3' 264. oo
3' 322. 50
3•' 2~4·· oo
New Mexico .......... - · - . · -·· · · ··· •· · · · · .
- o ·• •••• · •· · · ·
'335. oo
'335. 00
335 00
Oregon·················· · · · · · · · · · · · • • · · · · · · · · · · · ·: ·: : · ·::::: ::::
5 269: oo
5, 269. 00
5, 269. 00
U tab ·....••.••• • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • . • • . • • • . . • • • . . . . . • • • 100 00
' 350. 00
450. 00
750. 00
3oo. OO
Washmgton .••••••.... ·•·• ·• ·••·•• •••···
·
, 00
210. 00
210. 0(\
210
Wyoming ..••......•... • • • · • · · · • • • · • · • · · i_:·.:_·.:._··.:_·_··_·_··-·-·1-·-··_·_··_·_··_·_·_·I ----:---:-r:::-::-::--:::---J--:;;-:::;;;--;,;
Total..............................
418. 50
140. oo
68, 020. 00
68, 160. 00
68,578.50

Number of ao1'e8 of pttblio land8 disposed of for cash, under the homestead acts, under the timber-cultzire acts, located with ag,ricultural college and other
kind.If of scrip, and located ioitlt military bounty-land wa1··rants, arid selected by States and ra,ilroads in the several States and Territories, each year ending June 30, from, 1876 to 1888, ·inclusive.
States and Terri•
tories.
Alaska ............
Alabama •••...••.
Arkansas .........
Arizona •.•••••.••.
California ..••.•••.
Colorado ..••.•••..
Dakota. ...••.•••••.
Florida ...•••••.••.
Idaho .•..•...••••.
Iowa ...•••••••••.•
Illinois .•••••..•..•
Indiana ...........
Kansas .•••.•.•....
Louisiana .••......
Michigan ••..•••..
Minnesota •....•.•.
Missouri ...•...•..
Mississippi. ••...•.
Montana ••••••..•.
Nebraska .••••••..
NewMexico ..•••.
Nevada, ...........
Ohio ...•...•.••••.
Oregon ..••.•....•.
Utah .......•..••..
Washington ..•.•..
Wisconsin .••••••.
Wyoming •.••..••.

Total. .•...•.

1876.

.............

157,82j,32
159,287.12
8,862.95
761,772.84
123,630.45
391,645.53
254,126.45
27,219.22
22,778.84
558.73
507,29
663,786.84
68,628.01
216,502.82
449,586.96
53,686.52
60,634.55
28,068.94
357,419.44
10,584.88
14,431.81
495.57
149,465.57
60,099.5!
92,766.03
160,084.18
7,487.42

1877.

1878.

1879.

1880.

1881.

1882.

1883.

.............. ------····· .............. -----------· ..... -- ---- -- -----·---·------·-····
476,051.12 418,829.07
346,680.79
121,105.99 169,980.01 162,772.69 350,420.36

1884.

1885.

------------

1886.

226,627.41
387,280.41
270,901.62
57,586.54
317,181.62 244,582.90
277,281.04
152,125.33 238,480.03 229,052.05 391,566.96 526,829.99 426,747.81
28,281.50
17,067.09
19,203.99
21,156.81 461,215.87
52,501.54 63,585.18
49,644.64 278,174.78 534,139.30
585,092.52
529,723.43
612,942.18 535,795.13 402,764.93 362,903.79
951,376.61 1,112,655.75 1,295,909.03 1,848,678.46
534,257.02
424,713.86
566,537.85 662,611.05 1,282,674.87
73,882.89 189,257.88 lll,560.61 194,274.99 ~87,642.87
212,555.16 1,877,948.22 1,656,851.16 2,268,808.24 2,673,213.42 4,360,131.81 7,317,286.98 11,08~ 8:.8.44 4,547,749.77 3,075,085.11
95,862.80 217,925.68 416,001.64 452,268.08
61,285.47
282,515.55 231,799.46
186,553.79 151,129.18
714,tl8.77
89,458.91 120,328.56 149,126.57 166,988.02 232,639.97
40,515.42 84,767.94
2L9,490.41
284,903.04
272,019.84
9,049.83
14,21'1.46
lU,344.64 11,601.11
10,044.90 ................
12,227.48
6,596.74
11,659.36
4,387.02
677,16
40.71
56.70
4,106.65
170,824.57
452.55
237.98 .................... ..............
40.00
40.00
80.00
53.85 ..............
6,888.30
582.38
..................
40.00
706,433.52 1,711,571.62 2,795,403.97 1,509,748.88 1,299,014.07 984,076.99 1,105,241 97 1,384,404.44 3,030,8!660 5,6:!6,824.15
92,780.92 145,533.66 508,703.94 488,129.04 1,537,516.80 181.043 60
27,484.64
53,115.50 49,2-1.6.04
142,564.03
361,200.22
113,696.31 127,626.10 166,482.44 230,786.136 448,084.54 543,898.93
285,192.78
89;511.23
109,963.94
277,411.69 958,137.83 946,339.48 854,065.32 173,331.85 1,188,001.52 1,555,954.65 1,646,468.53 624,379.49 417,732.5~
141,355.37
266,6l4.54 517,737.36
44,895.82
65,88!.49 40,960.22 98,587.54
407,327.22
269,045.73
291,277.34
66,227.01 153,758.76 358,217.21
40,743.40
53,393.53
21,275.31
239,350.80
242,268.57
111,000.03 175,626.25
109,579.48 186,463.36 443,824.27
12,688.74 47,587.31
66,154.37 108,593.63
625,292.74 1,112,140.57 911,574.11
255,249.51 614,773.99 1,182,301.22 1,319,992.91 848,197.06 960,355.35 1,327,410.09 3,105,851.32 3,698,881.'/6 3,551,518.29
162,378.35 116,931.60
38,356.18
12,143.82 37,838.31
79,936.67
4,476.52
21tl,715.98 163,981.57
202,850.15
88,169.14
31,661.18
78,588.27
249,195.70
31,700.38
96,466.76 42,849.94
83,148.35 171,430.94 ~80,998.87
120.00
40.00
5,10';'.31
209.36
61.47
76.35
80.00
. 55.50 ·----------·
813,326.75 309,548.70
144,827.90 180,41l.88 121,073.90 240,619.37
504,828.80
604,696.60
788,287.71 ···so4,s6i1s
184,394.30
111,913.86 199,853.89 184,853.62
117,024.47 128,651.29 103,807.78 97,818.59
84,149.01
299,776.06
419,237.58
764,4-18.33 1,085,753.72 1,016,117.76
100,849.88 229,865.49 251,] 81.48 421,521.67
449,389.88
644,828.49
844,318.4::!
306,010.10
237,585.78
121,314.48 128,996.01 135,084.42 167,073.16 327,513.62 846,156.33
218,436.92
44,146.83
48,955.92
187,488.65
595,786.88
453,5i2.51
5,156.00 23,383.67
33,830.64
58,307.25
55.!,967.14

----------·

1887.

625,769.48
563,461.66
468,656.28
1,475,296.04
2,536,714.36
2,0~6,315.55
1,520,880.11
241,815.19
219,608.21
19,639.20
182.52
3,723,950.96
374,685.93
138,881.62
694,350.87
230,727 43
21~,6()5 (;6
2,536,037.27
2,515,659.8]
163,314.64
308,488.79

·-·--·-----·
764,875.71
241,446.18
2,652,587.09
864,66:t.71
424,780.22

1888.

99.12
562,394.73
411,965.36
562,983.30
2,104,364.26
2,694,015.13
1,706,424.97
1,266,308.21
813,636.60
28,219.81
1,579.59
10,004.69
2,974,251.62
673,527.68
1-2,731.50
493,483.42
214,486.06
554,155.05
282,507.04
2,139,339.26
660,559.73
425,155.01
240.00
889,289.97
238,998.33
4,575,194.10
337,622.59
242,306.78

"ti

0

~

t'-4
~

Cl

t""

z>t,
~

<lc, 291,942.82 3,495,080.25 7,209,540.60 8,724,871.11 9,152,297.62 10,762,967, 18 13,998,780.27 19,080,796.89 26,834,041.03 20,118,663.38 20,991,967,18 25,111,400.84 24,485,833.91
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~
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Estimates of appropriations required f01· the service of the fiscal year ending June 30 1
by the General Land Office.
'

Detailed objects of expenditure, and explanations.

a:!!~~~fu~b Total amount A.moun
will be
to be
appropriated
required for appropriated
for tho
each detailed under each current fl_ cal
bject
of
head
,of.
ap.
,·ear
ondm
0
expenditure. propnat1on. june 30, 1 •

SALARIES,

Commissioner of the General Land Office (July 11, 1888;
. R. S., p. 76, sec. 446) ••••••..••...•................•.•....•.
Assistant commissioner (July 11, 1888, July 7, 1884; vol. 23,
p. 186, sec; l) ...........•..............•.•........••..•....
Chief clerk (July 11, 1888; R. S., p. 70, sec. 440) .••••......•.
Two law clerks, $2,200 each (July 11, 1888, March 3, 1875;
vol. 18, p. 364, sec. I) ......•....•.••.....••• .•...•••.•......
Three inspectors of surveyors·general and district land
offices, at an annual compensation of $2,000 each (July
11, 1888, August 6, 1888; vol. 22, p. 241, sec.1) ............ ..
Recorder (July 11, 1888; R. S., p. 76, secs. 447-449) .••••.....
Three principal clerks, at an annual compensation of
$1,800 each (July 11, 1888) ... .............. .............. .
Two law examiners, at an annual compensation of $2,000
each (July 11, 1888, July 31, 1888; vol. 24, p.199, sec.1) .•••.
Ten principal examiners of land claims and contests, at
$2,000 per annum each (July ll, 1888) ...........••......•.

4,4'00. 00

..............
··············
..............
..............

6,000.00
2,000.00

..............

..............

6, ooa.oo
2,000.00

5,400.00

..............

5,400.00

4,000.00

··············
............ ..

20,000.00

$4,000.00
3,000.00
2,250.00

20,000.00

$4,000.00
3,000.00
2,250.00
,, 400.00

4,000.00

NOTE.-Tbe duties to be performeu affect a range of
property interest limited only by the area of the public
domain and comprise the acljudication of controversies be.
tween individuals and between individuals and corporations, frequently involving amounts rarely a tissue in cases
before the highest tribunals. Special qualifications, training, and legal experience and aptitude, are essential for
such service. To moderately meet this obvious require·
mi:nt the foregorng estimate 1s submitted.
Forty clerks, class four (July 11, 1888; R. S., p. 27, sec. le':'~ ..
Sixt.v clerks, class three (July 11, 1888; R. S., p. 27, sec.167).
Seventy clerks. class two (July 11, 1888; R. S., p. 27, sec.167).
Seventy.five clerks, class one (Joly 11, 1888; R. S., p. 27, sec.
167) ...................... .... .............. .......... .
Fiftv-five clerks, at $1,000 each per annum (July 11, 1888;
vo). 22, -p. 247, sec. 1) ..................................... .
Fifty copyists, at $900 each per annum (July 11, 1888; vol.
22, p. 247, sec. I) ............ .. .....•...•....••.•.•••......
Nine assistant messengers, at$720 per annum (July 11, 1888;
R. S., p. 27, 167) .•...•• .. .................... ............•.
Twelve laborers, at $660 each per annum (July 11, 1888;
R. S., p. 27, sec.167) . . .....• ..•...........•...••••........
Six packers, at $720 each per annum (July 11, 1888; R. S, p.
27, seo.167) ..................... , ....................... ..

72,000.00
96,000.00
98, il00.00

..............
................
··············

72,000.00
96,000.00
98,000.00

··············
··············
··············
··············

90. 000. 00

7,920.00

··············

7,920.00

4,820.00

··············

4,820.00

10,000.00

1p10, ooe. oo

10 000. 00

90,000.00
55,000.00
45,000.00
fl, 480. 00

55, coo. 00
45,000.00

o, 480. 00

EXPENSES OF INSPECTORS.

Forperdieminlieuofsubsietence of inspectors and of clerks
detailed to investigate fraudulent land entrie11, trespasses
on the public lands, and cases of official misconduct, while
traveling on duty, at a rate to be fixed by the Secretary
of the Interior, not exceeding three dollars per day, and
for actual necessary expen&es of transportation (Joly 11,
1888) ..................................................... .
LIBRARY.

For law books for the law library of the General Land
Office (July 11, 1888) ..••.•. ......... •• . .... • •....... .• ••.

500. 00

Total ...•.. ·. -. . . . . .. . . . • . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . . • • . . . .. . .. . . . .. . . • • .. . . • .
• 'OTF..-The for "Oing stimates cover the exact amount
appropriated for like :xp uses daring the curr nt ti.seal
ar, an1l are submittc,l in a cordanc with what seems
o 1., • the policy or Conizr . . The esth11ate<l amounts
r tna<l qn to to the n eds or the 11ervico, and tho be t
tDt r
r h_e Government and of tho people demand
l r •Pr appropriation .
H 'on · ehoul<l oncur in this vi• w, then this office
sufficient for the pur.
Ill nbml upplement l tima
p
ed.

_____,______
500. 00

530, 270. 00

500. 00

536, 270.

l======t:======1 - - =
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Estimates of appropriations required for the sen•ice of the fiscal year, ete.-Continued.
Estimated /
t
amountwhich Tota1amoun
to b~
wi1l be
required for appropriated
each detailed under each
object of
head _of ~p·
expenditure. propr1at10n.

Detailed objects of tixpe11diture, and explanations.

Amount
appropriated
fort he
current fiscal
rear ending
June 30, 1889.

SALARIBS, OFFICES OF BURVEYORS·GENERAL,

Arizona:
Surveyor-general (July 11, 1888; R. S., p, 389, sec. 2210) ..
Clerks in his office (July 11, 1888; R. S., p. 391, sec. 2226).
California:
Surveyor-general (July 11, 1888; R. S., p. 389, sec. 2210) ..
Clerks in his office (July 11, 1888; R. S., p. ~91, sec. 2226).

$2,500.00
3,000.00

-----1

Colorado:
Surveyor-general (July 11, 1888; R. S.. p. 389, sec. 2210) ..
Clerks in his office (July 11, 1888; R. S., p. 391, sec. 2226).

2,500.00
6,000.00

Dakota:
Surveyor-general (July 11, 1888; R. S., p. 388, sec. 2208) ..
Clerks in his office (July 11, 1888; R. S., p. 391, sec. 2226).

2,000.00
7,000.00

Florida:
Surveyor-general (July 11, 1888; R. S., p. 388, sec. 2208) ..
Clerks in his office (July 11, 1888; R. S., p. 391, sec. 2226).
Idaho:
Surveyor-general (July 11, 1888; R. S., p. 389, sec. 2210) ..
<.:lerks in his office (July 11, 1888; R. S., p. 391, sec. 2226).

1------1
1------1

Minnesota:
Surveyor-general (July 11, 1888; R. S., p. 388, sec. 2208) ..
Clerks in his office (July 11, 1888; R. S., p. 891, sec. 2226).

1,800.00
2,000.00
1------1

New Mexico: ·
Surveyor-p;eneral (July 11, 1888; R. S., p. 889, sec. 2210) .•
Clerks in his office (J nly 11, 1888 ; R. S., p. 391, sec. 2226).

1------1

8,500.00

9,000.00

o, 000. 00

3,600.00

3,600. Oi

4, 000,00

', 000. 00

6, 800,00

6,800.00

3,800.00

3,800. Oil

8,500.00

8,500.08

4,300.00

4,300.08

6,500.00

6,509.00

4,800.00

4,800.08

5,500.00

6,600.00

8,000.00

8, 000,00

2,600.00
3,000.00
], 800.00
3,000.00

Utah:
Surveyor-general (July 11, 1888; R. S., p. 389, sec. 2210) ..
Clerks in 1iis office (July 11, 1888; R. S., p. 391, sec. 2226) .

2,500.00
3, 000,00

Washini.rton Territory:
Surveyor-general (July 11, 1888; R. S., p. 389, sec. 2209) ..
Clerks in 1iis office (July 11, 1888; R. S., p. 89l, sec. 2226).

2,500.00
5,500.00
1---~--1

2,500.00
3,000.00

Total. ......•••••...•...•.•••.•.•••.•••••...•.....••...•••....•.....
SURVEYING PUBLIC LANDS,

8,600.00

1,800.00
2,600.00

1-------i

For surveys and resurveys of public lands, $100,000, at rates
not exceeding $9 per linear mile for Rtandard and meander
lines; $7 for township and $5 for section lines, except that
the Commissioner of the General Land Office may allow
for the sm:vey of lands heavily timbered, mountainous, or
covei:ed wit~ dense undergrowth, rates not exceeding $13
per lin~ar mile for stand~rd a~d meander lines; $11 for
township and $7 for section Imes; or where, in cases of

12,750.00

2,500.00
6,000.00

Oregon:
Surveyor-general (July 11, 1888; R. S., p. 888, sec. 2209) ..
Clerks in 1iis office (July lJ, 1888; R. S., p. 391, sec. 2226).

Wyoming:
.
Surveyor-general (July 11, 1888; R. S., p. 380, sec. 2210) ..
Clerks in his office (Ju1y 11, 1888; R. S., p. 391, sec. 2226).

12,760.00

2,600.00
1,500.00
1,800.00
6,000.00

Nevada:
Surveyor-general (July 11, 1888; R. S., p. 889, eec. 2210) ••
Clerks in liis office (July 11, 1888; R. S., p. 391, sec. 2226)

$5,500.00

1,800.00
1,800.00

Louisiana:
Surveyor-general (July 11, 1888; R. S., p. 388, sec. 2208) ...
Clerks in his office (July 11, 1888; R. S., p. 391, sec. 2226)

Montana:
Surveyor-general (,July 11, 1888; R. S., p. 389, sec. 2210) ..
Clerks in his office (July 11, 1888; R. S., p. 891, sec. 2226).

$5,500.00

2,750.00
10,000.00

5,500.00

6,500 00

96,050.00

96,050.00
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Estimates of approp1·iations required for the service of the fiscal year, etc.-Cpntinued.

Detailed objects of expenditure, and explanations,

ai:i!~~~:~h Total amount
will be
to b~
required for appropriated
each detailed under each
object of
head ~f ~pexpenditure. propriat1on.

Amount
appropriated
for the
current fl, cal
year endmst
June 30, 1889.

SURVEYING PUBLIC LAlU>s-continued.
_ exceptional difficulties in the surveys, the work cannot be
contracted for at these rates, compensation for sur,eys
and resurveys by the day instead of by the mile may oe
made by the said Commissioner with the approval of the
Secretary of the Interior at such fair and reasonable rates
as in his judgment may be necessary to insure the accurate and faithful execution of the work (appropriated October 2, 1888, R. S., p. 390; seo. 2223) . _•..••••••• _... . . • • • . . • • . • • • • • •• • • •
.A.ml of the sum hereby estimated , not exceeding $20,000
may be expended for examinations of pulilic surveys in
the several surveying districts in order to test the accn·
racy of wo1 kin the field and to prevent payment of fraud.
ulent and imperfect surveyR, and for examinations of sur·
,eys heretofore made and reported to be defectiv,~ or
fraudulent, and inspecting mineral deposits, coal-fields,
and timber districts, and for making such other surveys
or examinations as may be required for identification of
lands for 1mrposes of evidence m any suit or proceedings
in behalf of the "Guited States.

$100,000.00

$100, 000. 00

SURVEY AND EXAMINATION OF PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS IN
NEW MEXICO.
For expenses attending the survey and examination of pri·
vate land claims in New Mexico and the resurvey of uncon·
firmed claims (October 2, 1888; R. S., p. 890, sec. 2228) .••••••••••••••••
CARE .AND PRESERVATION

8,000.00

3,000, 00

2,000.00

2,000, 00

ABANDONED MILITARY REBER·
VATIONS.
OF

For care and preservation of aband·oned military reserva•
tiona transferred to the control of the Secretary of the
Interior under the provisions of an act of Congress ap·
proved July 5, 1884 (23 Stats., p. 108, seo. 2); October 2,
1888 (vol. 24, p. 527) •••••...••.••..••••••••••.••••.•••••.•.••••••••.••••
NOTE.-The surveying estimates, as submitted, cover the
exact a.mount appropriated for the current fiscal year, and
are submitted in accordance with what seems to be the pol·
icy of Con~ess.
The estimated amounts are in11dequate to the needs of
the service, and, in the opinion of this office, the best in.
terests of the Government demand larger appropriations.
If Congress concurs in this view, then this office will sub·
mit supplemental estimates sufficient ·for the purposes
named.

---- -----

105,000.00

105,000.00

..d.rizona.-For rent of office for surveyor.general, pay of
messenger, fuel, books, stationery, and other incidental
expen•es (Jnly 11, 1888, R. S., p. 391, seo. 2227) .. ....•••....••..••••.••••
Californja.-;-For book , stationery, pay of messenger, and
~th!!r mc1dental e:xp n es (Joly 11, 1888, R. '., p. 391, sec.

1,500

1,500

-221) ..••..•••••••••....••.•.•••••.... ··•·····•·•• .••...•.••••••.•• •.••.

2,000

2,000

1,500

1,500

1,500

1,500

1,000

1,000

'·"' I

1,500

1,200

1,200

Total. ••..•...•...•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••..••...•......•••..
CONTINGENT EXPENSES-OFFICES OF SURVEYORS-GENERAL •

Golorado.-F'_or rent of office for surv yor general, fuel
book , station ry, pa,v of mes enger, and other incidental
xywn
(,July 11, 1 88, R. S., p. 391, sec. 2227) ••.•.•. ··- •.••••••.•••.•. .
Datota.-For r<'nt of office for survcyor·"'Cneral fuel
b<>ok , 11tationery, pa,v<\f m !IBengor, and other incidental
r,,AiT! n sF(,July 11, lbSS, R. ., p. 3~1. Pcc. 2227) ......................... .
L wr da.- 'or rent
f om e for 11nrv :vor-n-eneral fuel
b k , t tlon ry, and other incid ntnI expenses' (Joly
11, 1 , R • •, p. 301, lll'C. 2'.!'.!7) ...... .... .................. ........... .
Jdaho.-For r n of oflic for snrv ;or-g neral, fu l books,
t tfon ry, pay of me nrr . and other klcidental e.xr P..:1.
(.July 11, 18 , R. ., p. 301, 8 C, 2227) .••..•••.••..•..•••••.••.•••.
.IJVU,nana.-l•or fuel, boo~s stationery, binding, pay of
m
D' r, and other l c1d tal :xp naes (July 11 1888
R . • p.Slll,
• 22Zi) .•••••..•••••••••••.•••. : ••• : •••• : •.••••••.••••••

I
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EatimateB of appropriations required fo1· the Bervice of the fiBcal year, etc.-Continued.
Estimated
A.mount
amount which Totaltoamount
be
appropriated
will be
appropriated
for the
required for
each current fiscal
each detailed under
head
of
apyear
ending
object of
expenditure. propriation, June 30, 1889.

Detailed objects of expenditure, and explanations.

CONTINGENT EXPENSES-OFFICES OF SURVEYORS•GENERAL-

Continued.

.Jlinneaota.-For fuel, books, stationery, printing, binding,

pay of messenger, and other incidental expenses (July
11, 1888, R. S., p. 391, sec. 2227) ..••..••••••.••••••••••• ~.

Montana.-For rent of office for surveyor-general, fuel

..............

$1,000

$1,000

2,000

2,000

..............

800

800

..............

1,500

1,500

1,000

1,000

1,400

1,400

1,500

l, 500

books, stationery, bindincf, restoration of plats, pay of
messenger, and other inci ental expenses (July 11, 1888,
R. S., p. 391, sec. 2227) .........••...••..•.••..•••••..•..•
Nevada.-1tor rent of office for surveyor-ieneral, fuel ··············
books, stationery, pay of messenger, and ot er incidental
expenses (July 11, 1888, R. S., p. 391, sec. 2227) ..........
New Mexico.-For r ent of office surveaor-general, fuel,
books, stationery, pay ofme~senger,an otberincidental
expenses (July 11, 1888, R. S., p. 391, sec. 2227) ..........
Oregon.-For fuel, books, stationery, pay of messenger,
and other incidental expenses (Jul.v 11, 1888, R. S., p.
391, sec. 2227) .... . ................•••••..•.••.•....••.••• ..................
Utah.-For rent of office for surveyor-general, fuel, books,
stationery, pay of messenger, and other incidental ex·
penses (July 11, 1888, R. S., p. 391, sec. 2227) •............. ... .,
Washington Territory.-For rent of office for surveyor-fieneral, fuel, books, .stationery, pay of messeni:i;er, and o her
incidental expenses (July 11, 1888, R. S., p. 391, sec. 2227) .. .
Wyoming.-For rent of office for surv8/or-general, fuel,
books, stationery, pay of messenger, an otb er incidental
expenses (July 11, 1888, R. S., p. 391, sec. 2227) •••••••••••••

..........

-- .... ·- .....

~

..............

1,500

1,500

20,900

20, 90b

Estim'1.ted amount necessary to meet the contingent expenses of local land offices for the jiBcal
year 1890.
Office.

Clerk hire. Office rent.

Fuel, etc,

\~8;~:!ie

Total.

Alabama:
$25. 00 ••••••••••••
Huntsville .. • • • • . • • • • • . . • . . • . • . . . • • • $1, 800. 00
$240.00
$2,065.00
Montgomery .. • • • • . • • • • . . • . . • . . • • • . •
3, 700, 00 ................................... .
3,700.00
Arizona:
Prescott ........................................ .
420. 00
420. 00 ..........................
Tucson........................ ••• • ..
2,100.00
100.00 .......... ..
2,800.00
600.00
A.Pkansas:
900. 00
300. 00 .......... ..
$6.00
Camden ..••...•.•••.••••••.•••••.••.
1,206.00
Dardanelle ••••••.••••.......•....••.
200. 00 ••••.••••••.••••••••••••
900.00
1,100.00
Harrison ••••••.•••••.••.•..•.••.•••.
1,800.00
180. 00 ....................... .
1,980.00
Little Rock ........................ .
1,200.00 ·······-···· ••••••••••••
1,203.20
3.20
California:
Independence •••••• - ••••.••••••••••..•••...• -. • .
240. 00 • • • • • • • • • • • •
6, 00
246. 00
Humboldt...........................
900. 00
360. 00 .••• •• ••••••
2, 00
1,262. 00
Los Angeles.........................
2,700.00
900. 00 ••• ••• •••• •• • • •. •• •• • • • •
3,600.00
Marysville •.• • • • • . • • • • • . • • • • • . . • . . . . . . • . . . . . . . • . . . • • • • • . . • . . . .. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .. . . • • . ••••...••••
Sacramento...... .. • • • • . • • • • • . • • • . • • .
1, 000. 00
420, 00 • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
1, 420. 00
San Francisco . • • • • • . • • • • • .. • • . . • . • • .
4, 200. 00
·
4, 200. 00
Shasta . . . .. . • • • • • .. . . • • • •• • • • • • • • • • •
900. 00
200, 00 • ••••••. :. • • •
10. 00
1, 110. 00
Stoekton • • . • • • . • • • . • . • • • • • . • • • . . . . . .
1, 200. 00
480, 00 . • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • . • • .
1, 680. 00
Susanville........................... .•••.. .. .. •.
200, 00 ...... ••• ••• • • ••• • • • • • • .
200. 00
Colo~!~~~a · • .. • • .. • • • • • • • • • •...... • • • • • •
900, 00
180, 00 .. • • • • . • • • • . • .. • • • • . • • .
1, 080. oo
Centr11.l city......................... . • • . . . . . . .. .
Del Norte...........................
900, 00
Denver...... . . . • . • .. • • . • • • • . . . . . . . . .
7, 400. 00
Durango • . . . • . . • . • . . . • • . • . • • • . . . • . . .
1, 200. 00
Glenwood Springs..................
1, 200. 00
Gunnison • • . • • • . • • • • • • •• • • • • . • • . . • . . . . • . . . . . . . . .

240. 00
240. 00
900. 00
300. 00
540, 00
300, 00

. • • • •• •• • • • •
. ••• • • . ••• ••
. • • • • • .. • • • •
. ••. . . . . • •• .
100. 00
50. 00

•• • • • • •• • • • •
. •• • •• .•••••
.. • • • • . • • • • •
.. • • • • . • • • • •
. . . . . . . . . •. .
• • • • . • • • .. • .

240. 00
1,140.00
8, 300. 00
1, 500. 00
1,840.00
350. 00

65. Ot . •• • •• . •• • • .

4,565. 0()

t[{~f::::::::::: :: ~:: ::: :::...!:.!~~:~~. ···..i:flf :::::::::::::::::::::::: t: !iH~
Pueblo..............................

4,500.00 ... • •• . ••• • •

280

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

Estimated amount necessary to rneet the contingent expenses of local land offices for the jisool
yea1· 1890-Continued.
Office.

Clerk hire. Office rent. Fuel, etc.

Post-office
box rent.

,
Dakota:
Aberdeen ..••••..•••••••••.•.....••.
Bismarck ..••.••••..••••••.•••......
Devil's Lake ....•.•..•••............
Deadwo0d . ••••••.•..••••••.•.....••.

!~~id.
Fo~k~:::::: ::::::::::::::::::
Huron ..•..•••••..•..••..... .....•..

$1,900.00
2,000.00
2,000.00
2,400.00
1,800.00
2,000.00
2,700.00
2,800.00
3,100.00
900. 00

Mitchell ........•..••..••.•• •..••...
Watertown .......••••.•.•.•........
Yankton .•......•.•..••.............
:Florida:
Gainesville...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
8, 120. 00
Idaho:
'
Blackfoot .•••.....••••••...•.. ; ..............•. .
Boise City •......•..•.•......................•...
Creurd'Alene ......•..•.........................

r:~fltoti::::::::: ::::::::::::: :::::: :::: ::::::::
Iowa:

$300.00
400. 00
360. 00
600.00
120. 00
150. 00
300. 00
150. 00
600. 00
200. 00

I

$200. 00 ••••••••..•.
100. 00 ..•••••••...

..•.. ~~~: ~~- ··· · •· $8: oo·
100. 00
49.00
225. 00
111.00
50. 00

..............
4.00

Total.

$2,400.00
2,500.0
2,535. 00
3,008. 0
1,920. co
2,250.00
3,049.00
3,li:,. 00
3, 8Li. 00
1, l50. 00

200. 00

3,320.00

250. 00
450. 00
180. 00
600. 00
240. 00

250. 0 I
450. 00
1 ll. t!O

4.00

600. 00
244. 00

· Des Moines . . . . . • • . . . . . • • • • • . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . .

360. 00 . • • . . . • . . • • . . •••••.•••..

360. 00

Kanc~~~ordi3: . . . . . . . • • • . . • • • . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Garden City. . • . . . . . . • . . . . . . • • . • • . • . .
9, 30t. 00
Independence . . . • . . • . . • • • • . • . . . . • . . . . • . . . . . . . . . .
Kirwin . • . . • • . . • . . . . . . • . • . . . . . • • . . . .
2, 700. 00
Larned. . . . . • . . . . . • . . . . • . . . • • • . •• . • . .
5, 700. 00
Oberlin..............................
3, 700. 00
Salina . . . . . . • . • • • . . . . . • . • • • . . . . • • • . . •
900. 00
Topeka.............................. ...... ..•. ..
WaKeeney.........................
7,200.00
Wichita..............................
1,000.00
Louisiana:
Natchitoches........................ ... . . . . . . . .
New Orleans . • • • . . . • . . . • . . . • • • • • . . . .
3, 000. 00
Michigan:
Y-arquette . . . . . . • • • • • • . • . . . • . • • . . . . . 1, 000. 00
Gr11.yling.................. .• • . • • . • . . . .. . . . . . . . • .
Minnesota:
Benson.............................. .... •. ... •. .
Crookston . . . . . . . • . • • • . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . • . . .

100. 00 .••••.. •••.
. •• • • • • • • • • •
100. 00 .••..••.•••.
132. 00 . • • . • • . • • • • . . ••••.•••••.
.•••••..• •...•.•..•..•• ..•.•••.•••••
300. 00 .••••..••....••..••.• ••.
600. Olh
200. 00 ........... .
. . . . . • • • • . . . •• .••••.••• .•••.••• - •..
360. 00 .•••..••••••.•..•••..••.
350. 00 ••••••. ••• •...•..••.••••
480. 00 .••...•••••..•••••.•••• .

100. 00
9,400.00
]32.00
2,700.00
6,000.00
4,500.00
900. 00
360. 00
7,550.00
1,480.00

360. 00 .•••••••••••.••••••• .• · ·
. • • • • • . • • • • . . • • • . • . . • • • • . •.•••••••• ·

360. 00
3,000.00

300. 00 .•••••.••••..••••••••••.
,l,50. 00 .••••.••••••..••••.••••.

1,300. Ot
450.00

240. 00

Sa.int Cloud . . • • • • • . . . • . . . . • • • • . . . . . .
1, 800. 00
Taylor's Falls....................... ...... ..•...

200. 00
50. 00 ........... .
96. 00 .•••••.•• •••.• •••..•••••

~::hhlg~ti:::::::::::::::::::::::: :::::: ::::::

i!i: gg

:::::: :::::: :::::: ::::::

290.ot
100. 00
2,300.00
900.00
8.30.00
2,050.00
96.00
240. 00
240. 00

5, 400. 00 . • . • • • • • • • • • . ••••••• • •••••••••••••••

5,400.00

·I·....... ,. ..

.. . . . . . . . . . .

50. 00 .•••••.••••.
100. 00 ..•••..•••..

i:~::J~:1i~:::: :::::::::::: :::::: . .~·.~~:~~..... -: ~~~~- : ::: :::: : : :::::::::

llississippi:
Mis::~~on..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . •. . . .

Boonville . . . . . . . • • • • • • • • . . . • • • . . . . . .
900. 00
Ironton ..........•.....•.•.•••.......••.........
Springfield..........................
900. 00
Montana.:
Bozeman...... . . . . . . . • . • . . . •• • . . . . . .
900. 00

tii:~city·::.-::::::.:::: :::::: :::::: ... ~·-~~:~~.
Nebraska:

1,150.00
175. 00
1,200.00

250.00
175. 00
300.00

:i: gg

:::::: :::::: ······ ·e:oo·

500. 00 .••••• ·••••• ·••••· •••••.

~~g:gg ...... ~~:~~.
::::::::::::
90. 00 •••••••••...

~to~~~~~~:::::::::::::::::::~::::
~:~i:gg
Grand Island...... . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . .
1, 800. 00

240. 00

N,o ;t~ Platte........................

2,700.00

360. 00

200. 00

ov!dtntine · · · · · · · · • • • • · • •.....•.. . . . .

2, 700. 00

200. 00

125. 00 ••••••••••••

1,152.00
3,000.00
2,130, 00
4.00
3,820.00
1,080.00
3,270.00
2,700.00
3,400.00
3, 02i. 00

~gJg

1igJg ::::::::::::

280. 00
600. 00

:~:: :::::::::::: ::::::::::::

1,410.00
1,860.0t

~!?:~\:::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ···a;~flf ·····ti~]~- :::: :: :::::: :::::: :~:~~:
10. 00

?idn~~1:::: :: :::::: :::: :: :::: :: :::::: ~:~ii:~ ·····ooo: oo· ·· ···ioo: oo· ::: :::::: :::

... T

1,260.00
3,506.00
500. 00

N

:~:}}~?::::::::::::::::::::::::: :::::::::.:::
\n~i~:::::::::::::::::::::::::: ~:~::
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Estimated amount neoessary to meet the oontingent expenses of local land offices for the fiscal
year 1890-Continued.
Office.

Clerk hire. Office rent.

Oregon:
La Grande ..••••.•••••.•••••••••..•. $1,800.00
Lakeview ......•••••.••••••••••••••.
900. 00
900. 00
Oregon City .....•.•.•••••••••.••••••
900. 00
Roseburgh ••••...••••••••••••.•.••.
The Dalles .•••••.••••••••••••••••••.
1,650.00
Utah:
Salt Lake City . • • • •• . •• • • • . • • . • •• • ••
1, 900. 00
Washington:
Seattle .........•••••.••••..•••.••...
2,800.00
Spokane Falls ..••••.•.•••.•••••.•••.
3,000.00
Vancouver .........•.•••••.••••••••.
1,200.00
Walla Walla ....................... . • 2,000.00
North Yakima ...•••.••• ••.•••.•••••
900. 00
Wisconsin:
Ashland ........................................ .
Eau Claire .....•.•••••.•••••.•••.••.••••••.•••••
Saint Croix Falls ..•••• .••. .••..••••...••••...•••
La Crosse ......•..•••.•••......•••••.••......••.
Menasha .....•.•.•••.•••••.•••••.••..•...••..••.
Wausau .•••.•.•••••.••••••••••.••••..•.••••••••.
Wyi~~a1~...... .......... ..............
1, 200. oo
Cheyenne . . . . • • . • • . . . • • • • . . . • • . . . • . .
3, i00. 00
Evanston .•••.•••••.•••.•..•••••.••....•••.••...

$400. 00
240. 00
240. 00
240. 00
200. 00

Fuel, etc.

Post-office
box rent.

$50.00 .......... ..

·---·------·····--·-···
20. 00 ........... .
'

·----------·
300.00
180. 00
300. 00
315. 00

$6.00

75.00 ·•••••·••···
95.00
3. 00

...........................

100. 00 ........... .

$2,250.00
1,140.00
1,160.00
1,140.00
1,850.00
1,906.00
2,875.00
3,398.00
1,380.00
2,400.00
1,215.00
150. 00
250. 00
150. 00
240. 00
180. 00
200. 00

150. 00
250. 00
150. 00
240. 00
180. 00
200.00
300. 00
600. 00
200.00

Total.

150. 00
150. 00
100. 00

6.00

1,650.00
4,356.00
300. 00

Total...... . • • . . • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • 165,670.00 29,638.00
3,357.00
78. 20
Amount necessary to pay registration
fees . . • . . • • • • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . •••••••••••••••.• ; . • • • • • • • . • • • . • . . . . • . . • • . . • • .

198, 743. 20

Total estlma.te. ...••• •••••• .... .••••• ...... ...... .... .. ..•••• ..••.. . ... .. ... . . .

200, ooo. oo

1, 256. 80
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Estimate of amoumt for salaries and commissions of registers and receii•er, of the Betieral
land offices during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1890.
Salaries and commissions.
Name of office.

Amount.
Alabama:
Huntsville .••••••••••••.
Montgomery ........... .

California:
Humboldt .............. .
Independence ••••••..•..
Los .A.n~eles............ ..
Marysville ..•••.•..•...•.
Sacramento .•.•••.••••••.
San Francisco .•••...••..
Shasta ................... ,
Stockton ..••••••••••••.•.
Susanville............... .
Visalia .................. .
Colorado:
Central City ............ .
Del Norte ............... .
Denver City ............ .
Durango ................ .
Glen:wood Springs .•...•.
Gunnison ............... .
Montrose .•••••••••••.•..
Lamar....•.•••••.•••••••
Leadville .••••••..•••.••.
Pueblo .................. .

6,000
3,600
6,000
5,600
6,000
6,000
6,000
6,000
6,000
6,000

f~?lt~;;::::::::::::::::
Iowa:
D sMoines ............. .

2,400

Kan as:
Concordia. ....•....••....
Gard n City ............ .
ln_rl ~ nden ·e ..•.........
K1rw1n ................. .
Larned .................. .
Ob 1lin .....•............
. alina .. ................. .

Vfit
;;·· :::::::: ::::::
Vichit.a .•.•••.••..•..•...
I

$6,000
6,000

Minnesota:
Benson ..•......•.•.••...
Crookston .............. .
Duluth ......... .. ...... .
Fergus Falls ..•.......•..
Redwood Falls .. : ...•....
Saint Cloud .•••••........
22,800
Taylor'sFalls .......•.•..
Tracy ..••...•.•....•.....
Worthington ........•....

3,200
6,000
6,000
6,000
2,400
6,000
3,300
2,600
2,800

$12,000

Fees.

Mississippi :
Jackson ................. .
Missouri:
Boonville ..••••.•••..•...
Ironton .•••.••........••.
Springfield ....•••.•......

Helena ....•..•. .. .••..•.
Miles City ......•..•.•••.
::Nebraska:
Bloomington .•••••.•••••.
Chadron ............... ..
Grand Island ••••••.•....
Lincoln .......•...•......
McCook ..........••......
55,700

~t\~f:::::::::::::::::::
North Platte ••••••.•....

ii!1!!!hi~. :: :: ::: : : ::: :: :
Nevada:
Carson City ........... ..
Eureka. ................. .
New Mexico:
Las Cruces .•••••••••....
Santa F6 ..••••..•........
Orep:on:
60,000
La.Grande ......•...••.•.
Lakeview ...••..•••.•....
6,000
Oregon.City ............ .

$12,000

38,300
6,000

6,000

3,000
4,500
6,000

¥~~ei~rre!.· ::: :::::::::::

5,300
6,000
3,000

56,100
3,200
6,000

8, llOO
6,000
6,000
12,000
6,000
6,000
6,000
6,000
6,000

Sa.It Lake City .................... .
Washington:
North Yakima .......... .
6,000
24,000
6,000
Olympia·················
2,400

i~~~~~!a~~.:::::::::::
Walla. Walla .....••......

6,000
6,000
6,000

Wisconsin:
.Asblanll .•••••••••..•••..
Eau Claire ..•............
Falls of Saint Croix ..... .
LaCrosse ............... .
Menasha. ...•.•.•........
Wa11sa11 .•...•••••...•••.

6,000
3,100
2,300
2,000
2,000
3,700

WyB~Wa~~
................. .
Chi,yenne .............. .
Evanston ............... .

6, 000

14, aJO

6,000
6,000
6,000
2,100
6,000
6,000
6,000
6,000
6,000
6,000

Utah:

45,400

b . • . • • • • . •• • • •
ns.............

Total.

13,500

3,000
6,000
1, 00
6,000
6,000
6,000
0, 000
l,40()
6,000
. 3,200

.Lo l lana:
• w Otl

Michigan:
Grayling .•........•......
Marquette ..•......•.....

4,300
6,000
6,000
4,600
6,000
5,200
6,000
6,000
5,600
6,000

6,000
5,200
3,000
5,000
4,800

Salaries and com.
missions.

Amount.

57, 200 Mo~~~!r:ia.n ..•.••••••.••...

Dakota:
Aberdeen .•••••••••••.••.
6,000
Bismarck .•••••••••••.•..
6,000
Deadwood. .••••••..•••...
6,000
Devil's Lake •.•.•..•••••.
6,000
Fargo .....•••.•••..••••••
6,000
Grand Forks .•••........
6,000
Huron ....••.•••••.......
6,000
Mitchell ...•••.••..•.....
6,000
Watertown ..•...........
6,000
Yankton ...••••..••••....
6,000
Florida:
Gainesville .•••••..•..•......•.....
Idaho:
Blackfoot ...•••.••...•••.
Bois6City .......••.....
Coeurd' Alene .......••.•

Total.

$6,000
6,000

Alaska:
::::,itka ...•••...••.••••••...•.••..••.
Arkansas:
Camden ......•••.••••••.
6,000
Dardanelle ...••..••••.•.
4,800
Harrison ....••..••••.••.
6,000
Little Rock ...•..•.•••••.
6,000

•."at

Name of office.

t-----,,-----II

30,000
6,000

30,000

19,100
6,000
6,000
:;, 00,J
17,100

0,000.

12, 0001

'Iota! amount ................... .

5410,000
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PUBLIC LANDS.

Estimates of appropl'iations required for collecting the revenue jroni the publ-ic lands for
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1890, by the General Land Office.

Detailed objects of expenditure, and explanations.

S_ALARH.S

AND

Total
amount to be
appropriated
under each
head of appropriation.

Amount
appropriated
for the
current fiscal
year ending
June 30, 1889.

COMMISSIONS OF REGISTERS AND RECEIVERS.

Compensation of registers and receivers of local land offices. See detailed statement following and appended (.A). (R. S., p. 392, secs. 2238
to 2240) . • • • • • . • • . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . • . . . • • . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . • . . . . . .

$524, 000. 00

$524, 000. 00

:NOTE.-The estimate submitted for compensation o-fl registers and
rP4'eivers is the amount appropriated by Congress for the fiscal year
1889. The compensation of registe1·s and receivers is limited by law to
tlw amount earned, not to exceed $3,000 each per annum.
During the fiscal year ended June 30, 1888, the fees and commissions
earned by registers and receivers amounted to $1,070,463.63; while the
total amount necessary to pay their salaries, fees, and commissions was
$555,385.92.
Of tbe $1,070,463.63 above referred to, there was collected from the entr.rmen the sum of $829,980.05, which was turned into the Treasury; and

after deducting the amount necessary to pay the earnings of registers
arnl receivers there remained a net revenue to the Government of

$274,594.13, to which is to be added tbe amount received as homestead
and timber-culture fees, $668,143, making an aggregate of $942,737.13.

INCIDENTAL EXPENSES OF LAND OFFICES.
155,000.00

NOTE.-The foregoing estimate includes the salaries of clerks, office
rent, registration fees, and a variety of other incidental expenses, such
as binding plat-books, furniture, etc.
EXPENSES OF DEPOSITING PUBLIC MONEYS,
Expenses of depositing public moneys received from public lands (R. S.,
p. 713, sec. 3617) ....................................................... .

10,000.00

10,000.00

75,000.00

75,000.00

100,000.00

100,000.00

30,000.00

30,000 00

DEPREDATIONS ON PUBLIC TIMBER,
To meet the expenses of protecting timber on the public lands ......•..•.
NOTE. -The amount of money recovered from trespassers during the
past year, and reported, was $128,522.64. A considerable further sum bas
not yet been reported.
PROTECTING PUBLIC LANDS,
For the protection of public lands from illegal and fraudulent entry or
appropriation (October 2, 1888) ..................••...•.•••..•.........
EXPENSES OF HEARINGS

IN

LAND ENTRIES.

For expenses of bearings held by order of the Commissioner of the Gen.
era! Land Office to determine whether alleged fraudulent entries are
of that character or have b1::en made in compliance with law (October
2, 1888) ........................................ ······ ·········· ········•·

NoTE.-The foregoing estimate is to defray the expenses of hearings
ordered _by the General ~and Office in cases of alleged fraudulent or ille~al el)tr,es. These entries are suspended upon the r eports of investigat10n I0'.1de. b:: special aients ; hearings are then ordered to be held and
~l -partrns m mterest noti~ed tbere~f. Tbe expenses to be bome by the
mted _tateR are those of 1t& own W1tnesses and the taking of testimony
to establish the fraudult"nt or illegal character of the entry.
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REPORT OF THE ~ECRETA.RY OF THE INTERIOK.

Estimates of appropriations required for collecting the revenue from the public lands jOf'
the fiscal yea,· ending June 30, 1890, etc.-Continued.

I
Detailed objects of expenditure, and explanations.

Total
amount to he
appropriated
under each
head of appropriation.

I

Amollut

aPJiropr1n1ed
for th
currrut ti-ml
} ear l'n1l11, _
June 30, '. ,4.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -----1-- - - - - - - - SETTLEMENT OF CLAIMS FOR SWAMP LANDS AND SWAMP-LAND INDEMNITY.
Salaries and expenses of agents and inspectors employed in adjm,ting
claims for swamp land and for indemnity for swamp iands . . . . . . . . . . . .

$20,000.00

$20, 0 0. 00

NOTE.-The foregoing estimate is submitted to cover the salaries and.
expenses of agents appointed to investigate, in the field, lands claimed
as swamp land.
Provided, That agent!' and others emplo.yed under this and the appropriation .. for "Depredatfons on Public Timber" and "Protecting Public
Lands 1 while absent from home on duty shall be allowed per diem in lieu
of subsistence, at a rate not exceeding $3 per day and actual necessary
expenses for transportation.
REPRODUCING PLATS OF SURVEY, OEKERAL LAND OFFICE.
To enable the Commissioner of ·the General Land Office to continue to
reproduce worn and defaced official plats of survey on file and other
plats constituting a part of the records of said office, and also to furnish local offices with the same ..........................• •.............

2,500.00

2,500.00

12,500.00

12,500.00

TRANSCRIPT OF RECORDS AND PLATS.
For furnishing transcripts of records and plats to be expended under the
direction of the Secretary of the Interior ............................. .
NOTE.-The moneys received from this source and covered into the
Treasury during the past year was $11,631 and the appropriation bnt
$5,000.

Total ........................................... -·····-············

----1----929,000.00
929,000.00
1
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PUBLIC LANDS.

Statement of business at local land offices during fiscal year ended June 30, 1888.
LAND OFFICE AT SITKA, ALASKA.
(The area in brackets is not included in the aggregate by Stateii, having been accounted for in the
original entries.1
Class of entry.

Acres.

No.

Sales of mineral lands ..••...............•.

4

99.12

Total cash sales ..•••••...••••..••••.

4

99.12

Applications to purchase mineral lands .•.

Commis·
sions.

Fees.

Amount.
$505. 00
505. 00

$80. 00

80. 00

80.00

585.00

Salaries, fees, and commissions of register
.
and receiver ........•••••.....•.•......•..•....•..••..••..•••••.•••••.••••....•.•.••..

90.10

Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom ......•.

8 .•••••.••. ·••·. ..•.•••••.•.

----1------1------1-----1----12

99.12 ..•..•.••••.

LAND OFFICE AT HUNTSVILLE, ALA.
Sales of land subject to private entry . . • • .
Sales ofland subject to pre-emption entry.
Ex.cess payments on homestead, tiJDbercultnre, and other entries and locations.
Homestead entries commuted to cash under section 2301, Revised Statutes . . . . • .
Homestead entries commuted to cash un.
der section 2 act June 15, 1880. ••••••• ••.

98
44

11, 436. 00 .. . . • • • • . • • . •• • • • • • • • • • .
6, 075. 71 . • • • • • . •• . • • . . . • . • • • • • . .

14, 295. 09
7, 594. 64

345

372. 66 . • • • •• • • • • • • . • • • . • • • • • • •

465. 86

58

[7, 032. 58) . • • • • .. • • • • . . • • • • • . • • • • .

8, 790. 75

19

[l, 361. 64) . .. .•• .••••• .••. •• .•.• ..

1,566.56

Original homestead entries................ 1,302
160,692.52
$4,057.00
10,915.00
Final homestead entries...................
662
(79, 016. 081
1, 945. 00 .••..•......
Lands selected nuder grants to railroads..
56
9,026.38 . ••. . . . . . .• .
112. 55
Pre-emption declaratory statements.......
220 . • • • . . . • • . . • • . . • • • • • . •• • • .
440. 00
Amount received for reducing testimony
to writing............................... . •••. ... ...•••........ .•••.• .••••.
2,116.03

14,972.00
1,945.00
112. 55
440. 00

Total cash sales .... ·;. . . . . . • • • . . . • • .

Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom........

----1--------1------1
-----11----564
17, 884. 37 . • • . • • . • • • . . • • • • • • • • • • • .
32, 712. 90

2,804

187,603.27

6, 002. 00

2,116.03
52,298.48

13, 583. 58

Salaries, fees, and commissions of register·
and receiver ...................•......•....•......••.•..•••.•...•••.•.............••...

6,000.00
13. 65
1,706.50

~~a.~:::10::;:i:!!i~-~:::: :::::::::::::::::----------·--1-----~-----:::::::::::::'.::::::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::
Total................................ . • • • . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . .

Cash sales Cherokee school lands ........ .

8

472.33 .•••.•.••••.

7, 720. 15
590. 42

LAND OFFICE AT MONTGOMERY, ALA .
. Sales of land subject to private entry......
Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry.
Excess payments on homestead, timbercuJ.ture, and other entries and locations..
Homestead entries c·ommuted to cash nn.
der section 2301, Revised Statutes ..••. :.
Homestead entries commuted to cash under section 2 act June 15, 1880 . . • . . . • • . .
Total cash sales . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . • . . • . .

781
10
460
165
49

165,313.96
' 1,042.78

206,642.63
1,304.50
657. 85

444.58
[19,454.11] ....................... .

r4, 365.121 . • •

24,305.34

~

• ••..••..••.•• _...•.

----1-------1----1, 465
166, 801. 32 ....................... .

4,990.35
237,900.67

Ori!?inal homestead entries................ 1, 583
187, 315. 02
4, 679. 60
12, 855. 00
17,534.60
Final homestead entries...................
886
(112, 461. 27 J 2, 776. 25 ..•...•.•••.
2,776.25
Lands entered with military bounty.1and
warrants....................... . . . . . . . .
8
761. 08 . . • . . • • . . • • .
23. 00
23. 00
Landsenteredwithprivate-landscrip1....
8
1,361.11 .••••••.•••.
17.00
17.00
Lands entered with supreme court scrip . .
3
359. 84 ................................... .
tate ·selections, university...............
6
1, 007. 63 . • • . . • • . • • • .
12. 60
12. 60
Pre-emption declaratory statements.......
67 . . • . . . • . • • • • • • . • • . • • • . . • • .
134. 00
134. o,o
Amount rece.ived for reducing testimony
to writing..... . . . . . • . . . . • . . . . . . . • . . • • . • • . . . . • • • . . . • . . . . . . . .. . • . . . .. • .. . • ..
2, 158. 96
2,158.96
Total of all classes of entries and
amount received ther11from. •... •. .

4,026

357,606.00

7, 455. 85

15, 200. 56

260, 557. 08

r~ti~:~::~:Xein°a~:~~~::_:::: :::::::::::::: :::::::: :::: :::: :::::: :::::::::::: ::::::::: :::

6,000.00
102. 90
3,919.26

Total. ....... . ..................................................................... .

10,022.16

Salaries, fees, and commissions of register
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Statement of business at local land offices during fiscal year ended ,Jn ne :30, 1

-Continn d.

LAND OFFICE AT PRESCOTT, ARIZ.
[The area in brackets is not included in the aggregate by States, having been accounted for in the
original entries.]
_
Class of entry.

No.

Acres.

Commis.
sions.

Fees.

Amount.

Sales of land subject to pre.emption entry.
3~
5, 04 7. 60 . . • . . . . . . . • . . . • . . • . . . . . .
$7, 659. 50
Sales of mineral lands. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
u
85. 86 . . • . . . • . . . . . . . • . . . • . . • • .
440. 00
Excess payments on homestead, timber·
culture, and other entries and locations .
4
3. 85 .. .. . . . . .. .. . • • . . .. .. ..
9. CO
Original entries under the desert.land act .
5
1, 200. 00 . . • . . . • . . • • . . • . . . • • . . . • .
400. oo
Homestead entries commuted to cash un.
der section 2301, Revised Statutes ....... ____1_1: ----[-16_o_._oo_]_1_._·_-_·._._·._._·._._ ••_·_·._._·._._·_·._. _ _ _4_00_.oo_
Total cash sales........ . . . . . . .. . . . .

1

1

6,337.31 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . • . . •• •.

8,909.10

Original homestead entries ..•.............
49
7,433.55
$356. 50
$480. 00
[1,797.51)
96. 00 . . ... .... . ..
12
Final homestead entries ........... ....... .
Lands entered u'n der the timber.culture ·
130. 00
laws ..........•......... . ...............
2, 079. 67
56. 00
14
297, 994. 91 ........... .
3,726.00
Lands selected under grants to railroads .. 1,863
70. 00
Applications to purchase mineral lands .. .
7
4. 00
2
Valentine scrip filings ..... ............... .
20.00
Mineral protests, adverse claims .. ·....... .
2
321.00
Pre-emption declaratory statements ....••.
107
Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara·
3 . ........... ............. .
9. 00
tory statements ........................ .
Amount received for reducing testimony
122. 45
to writing ..................................................... ........... .

836. 50
96. 00

Tot11l
of all
classestherefrom........
of entries and
amount
received

48

2, 107

313,845.44

508. 50

Ii i
4,882.45

Salaries, fees, and commissionsofregister
and receiver .......................................................................... .
Expenses of depositing ................................................ ......... ........ .
Incidental expenses........... . . . . .. • . . .. . . . .. . . . . . . .. .. . .. . . .. .. ....... -- .... -- • · .. • ..
Total ................................................ ; .......... ...... 1. . . . . . . . . . . .

186. 00
3,726.00
70. 00
4.00
20.00
321. 00

o. 00
122. 45
14,300. C5
5,978.43
84. 74
691. 48

---6,754.65

LAND OFFICE AT TUCSON, A.RIZ.
0

~!l!!
~} ~ife~:~~:~~ .~:~:~~~~~~~.~~~::
Excess payments on homestead, timber-

68
29

21,728.03
2,365.00

9,031.60
462. 84

52. oc
73,436.21
11,8-18.4

culture, and other entries and locations.
Origi_nal entries under the desert-land act .
Final entries under tha desert.land act .•..
Homestead. entries commuted to cash under section 2301, Revised Statutes ..... ..

17
332
31
33

[4,899.74) ....................... .

11,849.3;

Total cash sales ................... ..

510

160, 458. 38 .. • • .. • .. • . . . .......... .

121,279.15

Original homestead entries ......•.•..••••
45, 016. 63
3, 149. 30
2, 875. 00
304
Final homestead entries .................. .
l4, 115. 23)
206. 72 ........... .
30
Lands entered under the timber.cultnre
laws .................................... .
43,294.85
1,156.00
2,730.00
289
Lands entered with military bounty.land
warrants ... ........................ ..... .
12. 00
318. 00
3
Applications to purchase mineral lands ..•.
260. 00
26
Mineral protests, adverse claims .....•..•.
8
30. 00
Pre.emption declaratory statements ...... .
291
873. 00
Soldiers" and sailors' homestead declaratory statement . . • . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . . • . .
14 ........................ ..
42.00
Amount received for reducing testimony
to wdting ............... ............ .................................... ..
594. 77

6,024.39
296. 72

Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom........
SalariM, fee , and commissions of register

1470

30.64 ...................... ..
150, 933. 30 . . . . • .. .. .. • . •.•••.••••.
Lll, 848. 48) ....................... .

249,087.86

4, 602.11

741,677.00

===l======l:=====1==

ID-Jf ~:}:~~;··::::::::::::::::::·.:::: :::::::: :::::::::::::: :::::::::::: ::::::::::::
Amou: ·l~~ ·i~· .. ~~~~~ ...~~·~. ~~ -i~.
i" ...........

= 1··. . . . . . . . . . . .

0

:

OD

.

·

aocoun O!

811rv

y ................................................................ .

8,886.00
12. 00
2!!0. 00
30. 00
873. 00
42.00
594. 77
133, 298. 03
6,000.00
1, l195. 50
7,395. ~o
200.00
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PUBLIC LANDS.

Statement of business at local land offices during .fiscal year ended June 30, 1888-Continued.
LAND OFFICE AT CAMDEN, A;&K.
[The area in brackets is not included in the aggregate by States, having been accounted for in the
original entries.]
Class of entry.
Sales of land subject to private entry.....
Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry.
Additional payments . . • . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . .
Excess payments on homestead, timberculture, and other entries and locations..
Homestead entries commuted to cash under section 2301, Revised Statutes . ......
Homestead entries commuted to cash under section 2, act June 15, 1880...........
Total cash sales . • • . • • • • • • . . . • . . . • • . .

Acres.

No.
169
1
3

Commissions.

Fees.

22,634.84
40.00

$28, &16. 92
50.00
102.10

38

133. 39 .•.•.•••••••.••••••••••.

166. 76

5

[200. 00] .•••••.••••..•••••.••.•.

250. 00

3

[355. 08) .••••.••••••.•••.••••...

----1-------j------1-----1
219
22, 808. 23 .••. : ••. .••..•••••....•.

81,633.51
$2,038.82 .$5, 620. 00
Original homestead entries .••..•••••...••.
691
Final homestead entries .......•...........
[61, 547. 77)
1, 531. 71 ••••••.••••.
499
Pre-emption declaratory statements .....•.
18 . ••.••••••.••. •••···••••••
36. 00
Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara2. 00
tory statements ........ ........ ........ ..
1 .............. ············
Amoimt received.for reducing testimony
to writing ..•.....••.••.•...••.........•....•.••..•••••.....•........•..... ,l, 528. 98

Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom........

Amount.

1, 428

104,441.74

3,570.53

7,186.98

409. 97
29,525.75
7,658.82
l, 531. 71
36.00
2.00
1,528.98
40,283.26

==-===l=====j====~====:-1=====

Salaries, fees, and commissions of register
and receiver ........•.••...•.•..•••.•....••••.••..••.••.••..•...•...••••.•..•.•••......

f~d~:::1i:p~~~:~~i~!::::::::::::::::::: :::::::: :::::::::·:::: :::::::::::: :::::::::: ::

6,000.00
5. 50
524. 00

--- - - - - --------,-----, - -6,529.50

Total ...•.•... . ..•.••••••.•••.•...•...••.•••..••.••.••..••..••..•........•...•.••..

LAND OFFICE AT DARDANELLE, ARK.
Sales ofland subject to private entry . . . • .
Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry
Supplemental payments........... ........
Excess payments on homestead, timberculture, and other entries and locations..
Homestead entries commuted to cash under section 2301, Revised Statutes. . . . .. .
Homestead entries commuted to cash un·
der section 2, act June 15, 1880. •• • • • . . • • .

25
11
2

1, 360. 74 • • • • • • • • • • • • . . • • • • • • • • • .
1, 093. 33 . • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • . .
• 60 •••• •• •••• •• ••• • • • • •• • . .

1, 700. 94
1, 366. 67
4. 25

16

27. 67 .•••.. •• . . .. .•••••••. •• .

34. 59

6

[342. 72) . • • • • • . • • • • • ••••••••••••

559. 06

3

f246. 70) . • •. . • • . . • . . . ••• . • • . . . • .

330. 03

Original homestead entries .•••••.•.•.•....
38, 064. 44
1, 003. 75
2, 600. 00
327
Final homestead entries ................. .
(39, 849. 85]
1, 125. 68 .•••••.••.•.
372
Pre-emption declaratory statements ..••••.
254. 00
127 •••.• •••.••••• .... .• •••••.
A.mount received for reducing testimony
to writing .••..•.•••.•••••.•••••..•.•.••...•..••..•••••.•..........••....•.
1,310. eo

3,603.75
1,125.58
254. 00

Total cash sales...... . • . • • • . . . . . . . • .

Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom ·.••••••

----1------1- ----1-----1----63
2, 482. 34 . • . • • • . . • • • • . .. • .. • .. • . .
3, 995. 54

889

40,546, 78

2,129.33

4,173.00

Salaries, fees, and commissions of register
·
and receiver...... . • . • • • . • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • . . • • • . • • . . • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • . • • • • • . . .••...•••..

1,319.00
10,297.87

Fnxcy~~!i!i°!:;~i:!!i~~::::·::::: ::::::: :: : : ::::: :: :::::: ::::: :: : : ::: : ::::::: :::: :: : ::: : :

4,782.16
31. 15
951. 80

Total ................................................................. · •••••• · ••• • •

5,765.11
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Statement of business at local land offices during fts<ial year ended June 30, 1888-Continued.
LAND OFFICE AT HARRISON, ARK.
[The area in brackets is not included in the. ap;gregate. by States, having been accounted for in the
ongmal. entries.]
Class of entry.
Sales of land subject to private entry......
Sales of land subject to pre·emption entry.
Sales of mineral lands.....................
Change of entries...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Excess payments on homestead, timber·
culture, and other entries and locations..
Homestead entries commuted to cash un.
del.' section 2301, Revised Statutes . . . . . .
Homestead eutries·,commuted to cash un·
der section;;_ act June 15, 1880. .. . ..•. ..

No.

Acres.

342
22

1
2
90

17

Commis.
sions.

Fees.

24,000.54
1,791.50
20.66

$30,000.68
2,239.37
105. 00

291.29 ••••• • •••••• .......... ..

ll, 339. 24J

Amount.

364.12

.. ... .................. .

1,676.55

(120.00) ..... . ................. .

132. 00

Jriginal homestead entries...... . . . . . . . . • .
1276
157,135.81
$4, 028. 37 $10, 790. 00
1,760.84 .•••..••••..
I!'inal homestead entries...................
588
[70, 433. 891
Lands entered with military bounty.land
4. 00
warrants . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . .
2
160. 00 . ••.. • •••••.
10. 00
Applications to purchase mineral lands...
1 ......................... .
1,534.00
Pre.emption declaratory statements . . . . . .
767 .••••••.•..•• . .••. • .•...•.
Amount received for reducing testimony
1,508.53
to writing ...•.........••••.•••.••..... ~ . . • • . • . . . . . • . . . . . . . . • . . . •... . ..... .

14,818.37
1,760. 8i

Total cash sales.....................

3

1-------------·1-----1---477
26,103.99 . • • . • • • . . . . . •• • • • • • •• • • .
34, 517. 72

Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom........

4.00
10.00
1,534.00
1,508.53

1 ~. 846. 53

54,153.46

Salaries, fees, and commissions of register
and receiver...... . . • . . • . • • • . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . • . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . .. .. . . .. . . . .. . . ..

6, 000. 00

3111

183, 39,9. 80

5, 789. 21

f:lia.~:i:r::;ri:!!~~:::::::::::::::::::: -::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::1-----1----:::::::::::: 1, ~~i: ~i
Total................ .• . • • • . • . • . . . . . . . • . • . • • . . •• • . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . .. . . • • . • . . • . • .

7,325.90

LAND OFFICE AT LITTLE ROCK, ARK.
Sales ofland subject to private entry.....
Sales of land subject to pre.emption entry.
Change of entry . ..... ... . .. ... .... .. .. ...
Excess payments on homestead, timber•
culture, and other entries and locations.
Homestead entries commuted to cash un·
der section 2301, Revised Statutes.......
Homestead entries commuted to cash un.
der section 2, a.ct June 15, 1880 ..........
Total cash sales.....................

192
1
1

30, 3'8. 20 .••••• .••• • . ............
39,515.99
80. 00 ..•••.....•..•••••••• - • .
100. 00
[40. 00) .................................. ..

16

85. 82 .. .. .. • .. .. . ... • . .. ... • .

114. 06

12

[l, 160. 00) •••• •• . ••• • . .•• • •• .•• • . .

l, 550. 00

3

fl20. 00) ........................ ·

225

30,514.02 . •• •• •••••• . ... .. .. .. ..

Original homestead entries ..............•.
'86
52,303.02
$1,475.33
Final homestead entries .................•.
382
1,165.75
[ 40, 518. 62]
Lancls entered under the timber.culture
laws .................................... .
600. 00
20. 00
Lands entered with -military bounty.land
warrants .............................. ..
1
160.00
Pre.emption dflclaratory statements ...... .
132
Soldien;' and sailors' homestead declaratory statements.........................
6 ......................... .
Amount rec ived for reclucing testimony
to writing ...................................... . ......................... .
Total of all classeR of entries and
awount received therefrom........

230. 06

----l-----l-----lf-----1----

1,237

83,577.04

2,661.08

41,510.05

$3,675.00

5,150.33
1,165.75

40. 00

60. 00

4 00
264.00

4.00
264. 00

12. 00

12. 00

1,483.57

], 483. 5;

5,478.57

49,649.70

alari ·, f~s, and commissions of register

1i:'lig ~~r::;·;;·e·: :::::: :::::: :::::: :::::::::: :: ::::::::::: ::: :::::: :::::: .::: :: ::::::
Total

6,000. 00
940.40

1---+------1---·- - - - - -. - -6,940.40
-................................................................................
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Statement of busi1iess at local land offices du1·ing fiscal year ended June 30, 1888-Continued.
LAND OFFICE .A.T HUMBOLDT, CAL.
[The are~ in brackets is not included in the aggregate b.v States, having been accounted for in the
original entries.]
No.

Class of entry.
Sales of land subject to priva~tl entr.v .....
Sales of land subject to pre-emption entr_y.
S,1les of timber and st~mo lands ...•• ••....
SaleR of mineral lands .......... ........•.
Excess payments on homestead, timberculture, :rnd 1,ther Pntl'ic,i and locations.
Homestead cnt.rics comniutecl to cash under section 2:101, Revised Statutes ...... .

12
79
220
11

Total cash sales ......•. ...•..... .• ..

364

Original homestead entries ..........•.•..
:Final homestead entries ................. .
Lands entered with military bounty-land
warrants .......... .......... .......... .
State selections . . . . . . . .................. .
Applications to purchase mineml lauds .. .
Applications to purchase timber and stone
lands ............. . . ........ ..... ..... . ..
Pre-emption declaratory statements ...... .
Amount received for reducin,g testimony
to writing ....... .•...... ... ........•....

90
35

Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom ..•.....

Fees.

988. 09
11,602.17
32,058.86
1. 230. 94

12
30

Corilmissions.

.Acres.

.Amount•
1,235. 2!
14,502.77
80,147.61
3,092.50
434. 61

27. 66
[4,543.31) .•••••..•..•...••...•...

5,679.18

45,907.72 .....••...............•.

105,091.88

13, 546. 30
[5, 381. 46 J

510. 00
860. 00
202. 50 ........... .

2
320. 00 . ........... 1
1
80. 00 .. . . . . . . . . . .
12 . .•. .•• . •• . ••. .• •. . • . . . . . .
222
195

1,370.00
202. 5t

8. 00
2. 00
120. 00

8.01
2.00
120. 00

2,220.00
585. 00

2,220.00
585. 00

920. 50

920. 50

----1--- ---1- - - - - ; - - - - - - - - - - - -

59,854.02
712. 50
4, 7lfl. 50
110, 519. 8S
921
- - - - - - - - - - - - 1==-====1=====
Salaries, f~es, and commissions of register
ancl receiver. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . ...•............••............ · · · · · · ·
6,000. Ofl

¥nxliS~!~1°!xt~~~!iJ~~~::::::::::::: :::::: : ::: : :: : :::::: · ::: : ::· :::::: :::::: :::::: ::::::
Total. ....•.......•••...•••........................

55. 68
491. 00

6,546.68

Amount received in certificates of deposit
on account of surveys ......................... .

123. 00

LA.:ND OFFICE .A.T INDEPENDENCE, CAL.
Sales ofland subject.to pre-emption entry.
21
2,737.94
Sales of timber and stoM lands .. ......... .
2
242. 70
Sales of mineral lands .................... .
4
74. 29
Excess payments on homestf>ad, timbet··
culture, and othet· eutrie~ a11,I locat.ions.
G
7. 31
Original entries under the dei<ert-land act.
105
:n, 150. 'il
Final entries under tlie de>1e1t-laud act ...
17
[l, 35ti. 02]
Homestead entrieR commutt-d to casli
under section 2301, Revised Statutes .. _ _ :i j_ _ [480. 00)
Total cash 's ales . . . . . . . . . . . . . .....
Original homestead enh-ies .............. .
Final homestead entries . ................•.
Lands entered undN· tbe tu.nl>er-culture
laws ... ... . . ...... . ............ . .. ... .
Lands selected under grants to rnilroads ..
State selections
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. .
Appl[cat!ons to purcliase 111ineral lands .. .
.Apphcat1ons to purchaRe tiruber and
stone lands . . . ................ .• .... ..
Pre-emption declarator,v statements ...... .
.A.roun~ !eceived for reducing testimony
o wnt1ng ......... .•. ....... .•••••.. ....
Total of all clasRes of 11ntries and
amount receivtd therefrom .....•. .

4,231.44
606. 75
371. 45
.•••••••••••.•••••••••••

.......•............... .
.....••..•.............

9.16
7,787.74
4,356.02

.... ................... ·_ _ GOO. 00

158

34,212.95

58

8,352.07
[2, ~36. 88)

351. 00
126. 00

540. 00

891. 00
1~6. 00

8,362.38
16,600.49
400. 00

308. 00

580. 00
207. !\O
14. 00
10. 00

8~8. 00
207. 50
14.00
10. 00

2 ... .... . ........ ......... .
87

20. 00
261.00

20. 00
261. 00

538.12

538.12

2, 170. 62

20; 918. 18

]9

77
104
7
1

-- ··· .... .. . .. ... ... . . .

17,962.56

- - - ·1- - - - - -1---·---i------ - - - - 513

67,927.89

785. 00

Salaries, fees, and commissions of register

fn~i~fi:1f];i::li~~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::
Total ........•..•.••...••••.......•.......... ...... .....•• .

TN'.1' 88-VOL I--19

3,194.86
9l.91
160. 20
3,449.97
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Statement of business at local land offices during fiscal year ended June 30, 1888-Continued.
LAND OFFICE AT LOS ANGELES, CAL.
[The area in bracket:;i is not included 'iri th~ ~ggrega~ by States, having been accounted for iu the
ongmal entnes.]
Class of entry.

No.

!tales of land sn bject to private entry.....
Sales of land subject to pre.emption entry.
Sales of timber and stone lands ..... ,,.....
Sales of mineral lands.....................
Sales of coal lands . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Excess payments on homestead, timber.
culture, and other C'ntries ancl locations.
Odginal entries under the desert.Jand act
:Final entl'ies under tho desert.land act.. . .
Homestead entries commuted to cash
under section 2301, Revised Statutes....
Total cash sales.....................

Commis·
sions.

Fees.

. . •. •. . •. . . .
. . . . . • .•••. .
.••• •• . . .• ••
..••.. .•... .
. • • . . •• .. . . .

Acres.

.A.mount.

2
396
187
13
1

640. 00
51, 495. 95
22,519.05
215. 68
80. 00

. • . • . . . . •. . .
.. . •. . . .. . . .
. . . •• . . .• . ..
...... ....•.
.. . • • . . .•. . .

. oo
06, 221. Ol
56, 20 7G
o .00
I, 600. 00

105
130
3

409. 43 . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . .
47. 773. 84 . •. . • • . . . . . . . .. ... . .. . . .
11; 608. 63] . . • . • • . • • • • • . . • • • .. •• • •

2. 06
16, :101. 25
1, 60 . 63

173

[24,341. 98J .. • .. .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . ..

4 , 07. 78

123, 133. 95 . .. . . . . . . . • . . . . . .. . . . . ..

223,559.411

- - - -1- - - - - - + - - - - ~ - - - - - l · - - - 1, 010

995
145,116.97
C,riginal homestead ent1·ies .............. .
141
[19, 588. 68]
Final homestead entries ................. .
Lands entered under the timber.culture
609
85,867. 76
laws .. ................................ .. .. .
Lands entered with military bounty ]and
2
]40.00
warrants . ... .....••••........ ......... . .
221, 842. 59
Lands selected under grants to railroads .. 1, 388
20
2, 185. 59
i:ltate selections .......... . .......... .. .. .
25 . . . . . .. . . . . . . .
Applications to purchase mineral lauds .. .
1 .•.•••...... ..
Applications to purchase coal lands ...... .
Applications to purchase timber and
187 . . •• .• . . . .. . . .
stone lands ............. ........ .... .... .
Indian allotments ........................ .
Pre.emption declaratory statements . ...•.. 1, 03~ .••.•... ~~-. ~~.
Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara·
tory statements . ....................... .
41 ..•••• ·••·•••·
Amount received for reducing testimony
to writing ..... ..............•... •.............................

Total of all classes of entries and
amoant received ther13from.. .. . . . .

$8,9IO.a9
$9,415.oo
1,202.46 . . • . . .. . . . . .
2,436.00

5,595.00

fl, O~J. 00

... ....•....
... . . . . .. . . .
. . . . . .. . . . . .
.. • ••• . . . . . .
...• •... .. •.

7.00
2,775.00
40. 00
250. 00
3. 00

7.00
2,775.00
40. 00
250. 00
3. 00

. .. . .. ... . . .

], 870. 00

1,870.00

:: : : : : : : : : : : · • ·

a: ooo: oo · ····3; wG: oo

····•• ·••·•·

123. 00

123. 00

............

747. 08

747. 08

12, 548. 85

23, 921. 08

=~

578, 366. 86

5,452

1s,:i25.311
1,202.46

ialaries, fees, aud commissions of re 6ister
and receiver . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . • . • • . . • . . . . . .•.....•............ · ·
Incidental expenses ..... .••. ...............•...........•....................

260, 029. 42

6,000.00
2, 34L. 51
8,341.51

Total .............•• •••....... ..•................................................. .
.A.mo1111t rnceived in certificates of cleposit
on account of sul'veys ............ ..... .

' 137. 00

LA.ND OFFICE AT MARYSVILLE, CAL.

Sales ofland snbject to pre.emption entry.
Sales of timber and stone lands ........... .
ales of mineral lands .. .............. .. . .
Sales of towu•sites .... . ................. .
Excess paymeuts on homesteacl, timber.
culture, and other en trios and locations
Ilome tea-d eutl'ies commuted to cash un.
der section 2:101, Revi ed Statutes...... .

43
27
22
1

Total cash sales ..•..................

103

Original homestead entries ............... .
Final homestead entri s . .. .. ........ . ... .
Laod11 eut n·d under the timb r·cnlture
Lla,
·i----d·····d······ ....... .. .......
all( Sf' c
nn r gran to railroads..
ppli ation to purcha o mineral lands.. .

]04
7'J

I

.~t-~~~.
m rnl protc. ts, adv r e claims......... .
Pr · mption declarat.ory statem nts . ..... ·1

······ ·· ···· ............. .

21. 69

(679. 08) . . . . . • . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . .

8~8. 85

778. 65
651. 58

985. 00

1,763.65
651. 58

1
40.00
.4.00
99
15,811.37 . . .. . ... . ...
22 . ... .. . . . . . . . . . ..• . . •••••.

5.oo
l97. 64
220. 00

1------1-----------1----26, 984. 0
12,451.65 ...•••.•..•.
14,932. 7f.
[ 11, 010. 571

27 .•••••...•..........•••... I
4 . • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . ..
117 ..• .••.•.• . .. . ...•.. .•.•..

:,o,rnJu~;. !~. ~ .~~~ :~~~~~~.~~ -~i.~.~~:.........

1.........................

··I

Total of all I
of ntrie anll
amount x eived therefrom .....•

8,464.75
8,200.30
9,220.00
229. 30

13. 56

5

1.

:rl~:r\~i_o.~~ :~ ~~~. ~.8:8.~~~~.~~ .~~~

5,383.77
3,280.12
3,590.76
183. 44

·

I
550

431 235. 77

I

.l

I
1,434.23

iot:
'.!'.!O. 00

270. 00
40._ oo j
3 51 0 0

270. 00
40. 00
351. 00

533. 82

533. -

2,602.46

1---31, IY.!1. •

;,;;~.)r£i1·i~tt7~t/( :/:::::::::::: : : : : : : : : : : : : '· 't,,
······················--···-···· ·--·---· ---··-········ ·--······--· -·--······· ·

4,684. ,3
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81atement of busin,se at local tand offi~ .during fisoal yea1· end.ed June 30, 18e8-Con tinned.
LAND OFFICE AT SACRAMENTO, CAL.
[The area in braoketa is not included in the aggrega.t.e by States, having been aooounted for in the
original entries. J
~

No.

Clase of entry.

Ba1es of land subject to pre.emption entry.
Sales of timber and stJoneland11 ••••••••••••
Sales of mineral land11 .....................
Sales of town.sites ..••••.. •..•••••..•..••.
Excess payments on homestead, timber•
culture, and other eniries and locations ••
Original entries underthe desel'+.Jand act.
Final entries under the desert-land act ..••
Homestead entrie11 commuted to cash nn.
d11r section 2301, Revi11ed Statutes .••••••

127

Acres.

sion11,

l'eee.

............
···-··
...... ............
.............

Amount.

73
1

, 15,6'6.M
16,460.75
3,659.73
21>.66

............. ············
............. ..... .... .. .

$22,87?. 75
41,152.37
10,897.50
37.08

1T
1
1

84.61
6,o. oo
[113. 85)

............ ............
............ ............
............ . ... ..... ...

150. 05
160.00
113. 85

119

19

[2,214.691

Total cash sales .•••••••••••..•...•..

358

36,521.29

Original homestead entries ...••. ....•..•..
Final homestead entries .•••••••••••.••••••
Lands entered under the timber·Cultnre

252
161

ss, 7%6. 79
r21. 259. 591

lawA ....................................
Landi entered with military bounty-land
waJTants ................................
State selections ...••.....•••.••........•.•
Applications to purchaeie mineral lands .•.

Commie·

1

·······-···· ..............
-........... ············
$1,783.76
I, 182.(17

,.oo

3,619.75
79,003.35

$2,255.00

4,038.76
1,182.07

.--· .........
10.00

14.00

............
...... ......
.... ..
·----· ........ ··-·-·

3. 00
-1.00
*520.00

3.00
4.00
520. 00

·----- -- ------ ·----·······
..............
. -·· .........
.............. ...... .... -·

1,200.00
822.00

1,200.00
822. 00

9.00

9. 00

............... ..............

1,362.54,

1,362.54

6,185.54

88,_158. 72

........ .............. . .............. ..............
............. .............
.--- ..... ...............
................ ···-······--· ·········-··

6,000.00
73.90
1,071.70

1

2

*53

Aff:ci~~~~~~~ _t~- ~~-r_c~~~~ :~~~~~-~~~-~:~~~.

120
274

Pre-emption declaratory statements ..•..•
Soldiers' and 11ailor11' homestead deolara,
tory statements ..•••..••.••••..•••.•••••
s
Amount received for reducing testimony
to writing ................................ ........
Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom .••..•••

l,225

160. 00

.

120.00
156.15

70,684.23

2,969.83

-e::=2

Salaries, fees, and commissions of register
and receiver•..•......••..••..•••..••.•••
Ex1,>enses of depositing ...................
Incidental expenses .•••••••••••••••••.••••

Total .•...•..••••.•••••...•....•..... .

....... ....... ····-·· ............ ............

*0.-.•feea.

7,145.60

292

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

Statement of business at local land offices during fiscal year endtd June 30, 1888-Continued.
LAND OFFICE AT SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.

f The area in brackets is not included in the aggregate by States, having been aooonnted for in the
,

Class of entry.

Sales of land subject to private entry......
Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry
Sales ofland, act March 1, 1887 •••• .. . . .. . .
Sales of timber and stol\,6 )ands............
SaJes of mineral lands......................
Sales of coal lauds.........................
Sales of land, act January 13, 1881. •• . . ••.
Excess payments on homestead, timber.
culture, and other entries and locations..

g~st~:L:ui~:i~~~.
~~~ -~~~ -~~~~~~!~~-~. ~~~:
Homestead entries commuted to eash un-

original entries.J

No.

Acres.

50
956

2

694
12
1
1

121

~

.

Commissions.

Fees.

0, 465. 64
140,742.61
240. 00
90,664.46
173.86
160. 00
126.ff9

A.monnt.

$11,832. OT
18~, 853. 12
300.00
249, 17L 20
890.00
I, 600. oe
316. 72

705,4,1 .•••••••••• •.•••.••...•.
640.00 · ••••••••••• ........... .
[83.67) .•• • ••••••••.••••. •••·•·

9~6.42
160.00
170. 59

[31, 319. 99) .......... .. ....... .... .
41,131. 2g
der section 2301, Revised Statutes.......
211
Homestead entries commuted to eash un(495.60] ......... ............. ..
595.5&
der section 2, act June 15, 1880...........
4
1
1
Total cash sales ..................... -2-,0-5,,.._5_ --2-51-,-9-18-.-67-+.-.• •-.-.-. •-.••-. ·.-.-. .-.••-.__-_.,_ -4-96-,-95-5-.9-1
142, 476. 27
$6, 104. 00
$9, 150. 00
948
Original homestead entries . ............ . .
[35,640.72 1 ll, 731. 00) ...... ......
Final homestead entries ................. .
241
Lands entered under the timber-cnlture
1,125.00
17,390.56
472. 00
118
laws .......... ..... ... .•........ .........
4. 00
(40. Sil] ........... .
Finalentriesunderthotimber-culturelaws.
1
Lands enterell:with military bounty-land
89. 00
warrants ........ . ..................... ..
2,760.00
Land_s entered with agricultural college
16.00
480.00
scnp ... ....... ............ .......... ... .
4
195. 00
15,551.75
98
Lands selected under grants to railroads ..
69. 00
Application to purchase coal lands ....... .
23 .............. · •••• •••••••
Application to purchase timber and stone
6,960.00
,ands.~..................................
696 ............. ....... ... .. . .
4, rntoo
Pre-emption declaratory statements...... 1,393 ...... ......... .......... .
Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara·
57.00
tory statements . ·. ........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
19 ......................... .
Amount received for reducing testimony
3,001.70
towriting .... ............ .............. ................................. . .

Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom. ...... .

5, 620

430,577.25

8,307.00

25. 37!5. 70

15, 254. ot
1,731.00
1, 5~7. 00
4.00

89.00
16.00
]95. 00
69. 00

6,960.00
4,179.00
57.00

3,531.70
530, 638. 61

l===l=====l:===-=l====t====

Salaries, fees, and commissions ofregister
and receiver ......................................................... .. .... ........... .
Incidental expenses .......................................... ......... .... ... . . ....... .

6,000.00
3,528. 50

Total. ..................................................... ......... ... ············

9,528.50

A.mount received in certificates of deposit
on account of eurveys ....... ......................................................... .

50.00
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PUBLIC LANDS.

Statement of bustness at local land offices during fiscal year ended June 30, 1888-Continued.
LAND OFFICE AT SHASTA, CAL.
[The area in irackets is not included in the aggregate b_y States, having been accounted for in the
original entries.]

No.

Class of entry.
Sales of land subject to private entry ..••.
Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry.
Sales of timber and stone lands .••..•••••••
Sales of mineral lands .••..•••••.••..•..••.
Excess payments on homestead, timber·
culture, and other entries and locations.
Homestead entries commuted to ca11h un·
der section 2301, Revised Statutes ..•••• .
Total cash sales .•••••••••••••••••••.
Original homestead entries ••••••••••••••••
Final homestead entries .•••••.•••.••••••.
Lands entered under the timber.culture
laws .•.............•...•.......••..••.• •
State selections,schoolindemnity ..••••.•••
Applications t.o purchase mineral lands .•.

Af

~~. ~~~~~~~~-~i~~-~~ ~~~. ~~~~~.

fJ~cs~~i~.~
Mineral protests, adverse claims ..•..•••••
Pre.emption declaratory statements ..••••
Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara•
tory statements .............•...•••.•.••
Amount received for reducing testimony
towriting .•••••••••••••••••.•••.••••••••.
Total of all clas11es of entries and
amount received therefrom .•.•••••

20
72
277
16

20

Commie•
sions.

Acres.

--··········
············
. ..... ···- .. ............
-····- .....

............ ·······-····
............

"'$5, 802. 94
17, 167. 23
105,823.99
2,387.50

lOfl. 20

--·········· ············
............. ...... ·-·· --

5,522.81

[2,709.07]

271
79

40,167.99
[11, 886. 46]

28
1
18_
277
1
307
6

1,413

Amount.

4,642.34
9,698.03
42,329.98
763. 54

20

--425

Fees.

57,542.09

3,406.57
160.00

,.

-······----· ............
$2,472.20
820.17
112.00

---·········
·········----- ----- ......
. . ......
...... ............
'
. ·········- ... .........
···········-...
··-···········
.............. ·-·-·· ......
...... ---- .... ···--· ......
101,276.65

Salaries, f~es, and commissions of register
and receiver .......••••••••••••••. : • ..••.
Expenses of depositing ..•••••••••••••••••.
Incidental expenses ..••.••••••••••••••••••

3,404.37

265. 94

136, 9i0. 41

$2,545.00

5,017.20
820.17

230. 00
2.00
180. 00

342. 00
2.00
180. 00

2,770.00
10. 00
921. 00

2,770.00
10.00
921. 00

.............

18.00

18. 00

1,000.83

1,000.83

7,676.83

148,051. 61

........ ...... .... .. . . ..... ...... ............
.............. ·--········· ········-··. .···-·· ---- .. ............. ············
Total. •••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••• ........ .. ...... ···- ... ······ ...... .............
.

6,000.00
420. 20
29.30
6,449.50

LAND OF.Jl'ICE .AT STOCKTON, CAL.
Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry.
Sales of timber and stone lands .••••••••••.
Sales of mineral lands ..•••••••••••.••••••.
Sales of town sites .......•.•••....••.•••••
Excess payments on homestead, timber·
culture, and other entries and locations.
Homestead entries commuted to cash
under section 2301, Revised Statutes .••.

184
185
13
2

36

(5, 358. 55) .••••••••••..••••••••••.

6,698.19

Total cash sales .•••••••••••••••••••.

451

56,707.13 ••••••...•...••••••••••.

114,707.11

32

34,296.72
70,682, 81
2,460.25
500. 00

27,157.36
28,253.12
801.32
400. 00
95.33

119.14

Original homestead entries .••••••••••••••.
297
44,597.63
1,696.59
Final homestead entries ...••.•.•••••..••••
93
ll4, 132. 04J
547. 95
Lands entered under the timber.culture
laws ........•.....•.....••.•............
96
384. 00
13,518.50
Lands entered with military bounty.land
warrants .. ....••••••.. • .••.••••••••• .. ..
1
160. 00
~ands selected under grants to railroads ..
90
14,346.75
tate selections •..••••.....•.•.•••..•..••.
1
80. 00
Applications to purchase mineral lands •••
18 •••• ••••••··•· .••••••••••.
.A.pplications to purchase coal lands ..••••.
1
Applications to purchasetimberandstone
lands ..•.•..••.•.....•......•....••.••...
185
Mineral protests, adverse claims ...•••••• .
1
Pre.emption declaratory statements .••••••
529
Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara·
tory statements ............•...••.. •.•••
1 ..••••..•........ •.•. .....
Amoun~ _received for reducing testimony
to writing ..••••• ·......................................................... .

2,845.00

4,5!1.59
547. 95

890.00

1,274.00

4.00
179. 50
2.00
180. 00
3. 00

4. 00
179. 50
2.00
180. 00
3. 00

1,850.00
10. 00
1,587.00

1,850.00
10. 00
1,587.00

3. 00

3.00

1,843.85

l, 843. 85

9,397.35

126, 733. 00

~i!~:E~!~rn:!i~~:::::::::::::::::::: :::::::: :::::::::::::: :::::::::::: ::::::::::::

6,000.00
143. GO
22. 50

Total .............................................................................. .

6,166.10

Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom........

1, 764

129,410.01

2,628.54

Salaries, fees, and commissions of register

'
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, Statement of bU8iness at local land offi,oeB during fiscal year ended June 30, 1888-Continued. •
LAND OFFICE AT SUSANVILLE, CAL.
(The area in brackets is not included in the aggregate by States, having been accounted for In the
.
original entries.)

No.

Class of entry.

Acrea.

Commta.
eiona.

Fees.

Amount.

Sales ofla.nd subject to pre.emption entry.
112
16, 054. 88 •••••••••••••••••••••••• f.!0,068.M
Sales of timber and stone lands............
67
7, 682. M ....................... . 19,206.60
Additional payments .••.•••••••••••••••••..••.... . •••••••••.....••••••••••••••••••••••..
1,15
Sales of' Lassen County·desert....... ••• • • •
13
2, 855. 04 ••••••••••••••••••••••••
3,668.81
Excess payments on homestead, timber·
culture, and other entries and locations.
9
15. 11
11. 95 •••••••••••• •••••• •••••.
Original entries under the desert.land act.
30
4, 406. 28 . • • . • • • • . • • . • • • • • .. ••• • .
1, lOL 59
Final entries under the desert-land act •••.
14.
(2, 487'.10] • •••••.• •• • . . ••• • ••• • • • .
2,487.10
Homestead entries commuted to cash
under section 2301, Revised Statutes .••.
17
(2, 604. 17) . • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • .
8, 255. 21
Change of entry .•••••••••••••••••••••••••.
1
f40.00I ................................... .
Total cash sales ..••••••••••••••••••.

263

31, 010. 79 • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .

Original homestead entries .••••••••••••••.
Final homestead entries .••••••.•••••..••••
Lands entered under the timber.culture
lawo1 ................................... .
Lands selected under grants to railroads ..
Aff~1~atlons to purcha!le timber and stone.

127
45

19,476.94
(6,993.35)

54
347

6,597. 23
216. 00
55,470.90 •••••••• •••.

67

561
Lassen County desert filings .•••••.••••••.
216
Pre-emption declaratory statements ..•••.•
Amount received for reducing testimony
to writing ............................................................... ..

Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom........

•

1,680

112,555.86

49, 704. 23
1,977.36
262. 82

$742. 36
i1, 285. 00
262.82 ........... .

l,22L 18

440. 00
693. 39

656. 00
698. 39

670. 00
1,683.00
648.00

670. 00
1,683.00
648.00

490. 63

490. 03

5,860.02

56,785.43

===l=====l=====!====J:====

Salaries, fees, and commissions of register
and receiver. . . . • . . . • • • • • • • • • . • .. . • • • • • . . . • • • • • .. . .................... , • • .. . • • •• • • • • • ..

6, ~~: :

f;Jd~~i!i°!xtf::~~,!:~·.:·:::::::::::::::: :::::::: :::::::::::::: :::::::: :::: :::::::::::: 517. 70
------Total...... • • • . ••• • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • . •
6, 892. 60
LAND OFFICE AT VISALIA, CAL.
Sales ofland subject to private entry .•••••
Sales of land subject to pre.emption entry.
Sales of timber and stone lands .•••••.•.•••
Substitution .............•...•.•.•...••••.
Excess payments on homestead, timber•
culture, and other entries and locations ..
Original entries under the desert-land act ..
Final entries under the desert-land 3-0t ....
Homestead entries commuted to cash
under section 2301, Revised Statutes ....
Homest.ead entries commuted to cash
under section 2, 3-0t June 15, 1880 .•••.•..

64
213
284
1

20, 730. 95
31, 431. 80
41, 886. 41
(160. 00)

• • • • •• • • • • • •
• •• • • • • • • • ..
•••••• ••• •••
............

25, 913. 21
53, 856. 81
104, 716. 90
200. 00

181
o6
5

820. 75 ...................... ..
25,520.98 .••• •••••••· ••••••••••••
[2, 825. 31] .. • • • • • • • • • • • •••••••••••

1,586.73
9,540.49
2,825.31

88

(13, 090. 83) .•••••••••••.••••••••••.

27,344.74

1

Total cash sales ••••••••••••••••••••.

893

l160. 001 ·••••••••••• ·•••••••·••·
120,390. 89 • • •• • • • • • • .. •••• •• •• • • • •

226, 171. 19

••• • • • . • • • • •
• • • .. • • • • • • •
.. •• •• . •••••
. • • • • ••• . • • .

178. 00

Original homestead entries.............. . . 1, 889
214,656.66
13,047.75
Final homestead entries...................
95
918. 2.3
[14, 139. 71)
Lands entered under the timber.culture
laws .................................... .
684.
104,873. 76
2,786.00
Lands entered with military bounty.land
warrants ............................... .
1
40. 00
Indian allotments ..................... . .. .
9
1,345.00
Lands selected under grante to railroads ..
411
65,713.74
tate selections indemnity BChool. ..• ... ..
6
760. 00
Applicatio11s to purchase coal lands ...... .
2
Anplications to purchase timber and stone
lands ................................. ..
284
Pr emption declaratory statements .•••.•.
810
ldt ra' and sailors' homestead declara,.
tory tatell!ents.. ... . .. . . • ... . •. . . . .. . . .
26 .•••..••..•..••••••••.••..
Am nnt received for reducing testimony

13,590.00

26,637.75
918. 23

6,680.00

9,416.00

75.00

75. 00

to writing. .............................. . . .. . . . . . . . .. . . ....... ...•.. ..•...

1, 74L 89

1,741.89

28, llU. 89

271,068.06

or

T

moun
E~n

or entri6- and
received ther Crom.......

1.00

1.00

821. 50
9. 50
6. 00

821. 50
9.50
6. 00

2,840.00
2,430.00

2,840.00
2,4.30.00

all claa

4,609

607,780.05

16,701.98

'i!rr:
t~.~~~~~-~:~.~~:.
..~:::::::::::::::::::: ········1··············1=····
:::::::: ::························ ...........
············.

1D d ntal

T

....••.•...•...•...••..•.. ·······••···•· ·••·•••· .•.. ••..•••••.•.

6,000.00
193. 20
203. 30

---

6,396. 6t
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Statem6nt o/ busine.ss at local land offices d·uring jiBca l yea1· ended June 30, 1888-Continued.:._
LAND OFFICE AT CENTRAL CITY, COLO.
{The area in brackets is not included in the aggregate by States, ha.Ting been aecottiited for in the
.
original entries.]

Acres.

No.

Class of entry.
Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry.
Sales of mineral lands ..........••.•••...•.
Excess payments on homestead, timber•
culture, and other entries and locations ..
Homestead entries commuted to cash
under section 2301, Revised Statutes ••••
Total cash sales ..•.....•.....•••.••.

48
149

3

Commis-

Fee&.

sions.

6,841.82
978. 94

$8,902.2$
5,227.50
14. 23

11.38

5

[800. 00) . ~ ...... . .............. .

1,000.06

205

7,832.14 ••••.••.•••..•••.••••••.

15,144.01

Original homestead entries ..•..•••••••••••
59
9,094.56
$353. 03
Final homestead entries ..••.••..••....•••.
210. 74
(4,307.71]
28
Lands entered under the timber-culture
laws ..•.....•.•..••.•.••..•••.•••••.•••••
64•.00
1,910.16
16
Lands entered with military bounty-land
40.00
warrants .....•••••..•..•...•..••••.•••••
1
A'(lplications to purchase mi~eral lands .••
153
M.meral pt·otests, adverae claims ••••.•..••
15
Pre-emption declaratory statements ...••.•
126
Sol.diers' and sailors' homestoad declaratory statements . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • . . . • .
1 ...................•••....
Amount received for reducing testimony
to writing ..•.•.•...•••..•..••......•••••.••..••..•••..•..•••••••••••••••••
Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom ......•.

Amount.

928. 03
210. 74

135. 00

199. 08

1. 00
1,530.00
150. 00
378. 00

1.06
1,530.00
150. 00
378. Ot

3,00

3.00

318.15

318.15

3,890.15

18,861.93

Salaries, fees, and commissions of register
· ·
and receiver ...•......•.••••..••..•••..•..••...•...••.•.•••.••...••••.•.••..•••••.•••••
Incidental expenses .......••.•..•..•••••••.•••.••.••••••.•••.••...•••••••••..•.. -- -• • • • •

4,309.76
255.48

Total. ••..•••.•.••..••..••••••••.......•..•...•••••.••.•••..•••••••••••.••.•. ·••·••

4, 56!>.16

604

18,876.86

627. 77

$575. 00

LAND OFFICE AT DEL NORTE, COLO.
Sales of land sub1ect to pre-emption entry.
Sales of mineral ands ..•...•....••........
Excess payments on homestearl, timberculture, and other entries and locations .
Homestead entries commuted to cash under section 2301, Revised Statutes ...••••
Homestead entries commuted to cash untler section 2, act June 15, 1880 .•••••••••
'total cash sales ..•••••.•••••..•..••.
Original homestead entries .••••••••••••••.
Final homestead entries ....•••.••......••.
Lands entered under the timber-culture
Jaws ...•...••••.....•.••••••.•••••••••••
Applications to f:urchase mineral lands .•.
Pre-emption dee aratory statements .•••••
Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara.
tory statements ..•••••.••.••.••..•...••.
Amount received for reducing testimony
to writing ..• •...•..••..••.••••••.••.....
Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom .••••••
Salaries, fees, and commissions of register
and receiver ••••.•••••.••.•••.••••••.•••
Expenses of depositing .•••••••••••••••••.•
Incidental expenses . .••••••••••••••..•••••
Total ................................

201
12
101

31, 424-. 70
138. 82
282. 67

40

f6, 158.82]

1

[160. 00]

--355
633
57
621
12
758
33

31, 84-6.19

354.99

···--· ······

7,697.13

............ ............
............ ············
3,735.37
333. 00

81,099.56

2, 08f. 00

................. ...............
............... ············
............... ············
212,244.19

39,281.02
735. 00

--·······-·· ............

. -.... -.....

99,298.44
[8,840.00]

········
- -··············
--·
2,369

. ... ..... ... .............
·····• ....... .......... --

·----- ......
6,152.37

6,255.00

············
6,110.00
120.00
2,274.00

184.06
48,252.05
9,990.37
333. 00
7,194.00
120. 00
2,274.09

99.00

99,00

1,189.85

1,189.85

15,047.85

69,452.27

........ . ....... ...... ·---·. ·····- ............
......... ··-- .. ---··· ...... ............
···········--· ---········· ............

........ ---·-·-····· ............ ············

5,846.11
73.95
303. 9i
6,223.96
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Statement of business at local land offices ciuring fiscal year ended June 30, 1888-Continued.
LA.ND OFFICE .A.T DENVER, COLO.
(The area in brackets is not included in th~ ~ggregat~ by States, having been accounted for in the
ongmal entries, I
Class of entry.

No.

Sales ofland subject to private entry .•••.

t~l
fr~!:nJo~~%e:~~f!tt~~~i~~ ~-~~~::
Sale of mineral lands ..•...•..••..••....••.

Acres.
7

2,278
1
1

800. 95
361,004.66

Comm.ission.

.............. .............
.............. ··-·········

···--······--·
·--········· ············
10.83
············ ·····•······
40.00 ..............
............
1,111.31 ............ ............
(50,052. 34J ............ ............

Sale of coal lands ...•.•.••.....•••••.•.••.
Excess payments on homestead, timber·
culture, and other entries and locations .
Homestead entries commuted to cash un·
der section 2001, Revised Statutes .•••••.

463

Total cash sales .....................

3,068

362,967.25

Original homestead entries ..••..•••••.••.
ll'ina-1 homestead entries ..•..•••...•..••••.
Lands entered under ihe tim bar-culture
laws .....•..•..........••..•.•••.••..••.
Final entries under the timber culture laws
Lands entered with military bounty-land
warrants ...••......•.......•.........••.
Applications to purchase mineral lands ...
Applications to ~urchase coal lands .•••••.
Pre-emption dee aratory statements ......
Soldiers' and· sailors' homestead declaratory statements . . . • . . . • . • •...••........
Amount received for reducing testimony
to writing ••••.•••..••.••••.•••.••...•••.

2,997
172

473,376.10 $20,303.30
f25,105. 11)
1,482.02

2,853
7

448,497.61

318

Fees.

(760. OOJ

............ ···········

11,412.00

············

3
1
20
3,869

240.00 . ............
............... .............
............... ............
................ ············

155

·············· ············
.............. . ............

Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom .••...•. 13,145 1, 285, 080. 96

33,197.32

.Amount.
$1,001.19
472,601.24
], 711. 60
55. 00

800. 00
1, 52(. M
67, roo. u
5,5, 293. 68

.............

$29,703.00

50,000.30
1,482.02

28,245.00
28.00

39,657.00
:.!8.00

10.00
10.00
60.00
11,607.00

10. 00
10.00
GO. 00
11,607.00

465.00

i05.00

858.32

858. !!2

80,986.32

659, 4.77. 32

Salaries, fees, and commissions of register
and receiver ..••.•••..•••.••••••••••..••.
Incidental expense~ ..•••••.••••••.•••..••.

............... ...... ...... . ............
········
........ ............... ............ . ............
Total ................................ ........ .............. ············ . .............

6,000.00
4,010.70
10,910.70

LA.ND OFFICE AT DURANGO, COLO.
Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry.
Sales of mineral lands ...•..•••••••........
Sales of coal lands ...•..•••••••.•••.....•• .
Town lots ................................ .
Excess payments on homestead, timber.
culture, and other entries and locations •
Homestead entries commuted to cash under
action 2301, Revised Statute11 .••••••... .

42
102
3

433
20.09 . .. . ........ . .......... .

25.17

9

[1, 318. 57) ••••.••..••..••.•••.•••.

1, M8.21

8,100.57 .••..•.. . ••. ·••· · ••··•··

29,491.04.

Total cash sale11 .•••.••••••.•••• -. -•.

595
117
13
13

17,459.16
[2,076.70]

660. 00

1,887.88

52.00

1, 010

27, 44:7. 61

1,115.00

1,775.00
78.00

115.00
700. 00
96. 00
40.00

167. 00
700.00
96.00
40. 00
480.00

78.00

Applications to purchase mineral lands .. .
70
Applications to purchase coal lands ..... . .
32
4,
Mineral prot et , adverse claims •••.....•.
Pre-emption declaratory statements .....•.
160
oldier ' and sailors' homeet-ead declaratory tJl.tem nts . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . • .. . . . . . . .
6 ......................... .
A.moon~ received for reducing testimony
townting ................................................................ .
Total of all claaee of entries and
amount r ceived ther from........

8,080.16
6,040.00
8,864.20
4,833.30

6

Original homestead entries ••••••...••...•.
Final homestead entries ..•.•••.••.......•.
Landa enter d under the timber-culture

laws .................................... .

6,464.13 ....................... .
1,173.14. ...................... ..
443.21 ....... .. .............. .

790. 00

480. 00
18. 00

18.00

833.'8

833.48

3,397.48

83,678.52

=t======l=====l==:=a:==-"""''I ==-:==-•
,, 547. 28
66.00
320. 90

T

1---,f------.f-----1------1----.......................... -···-· ····· ......................................... 4, 934.18
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Statementof business at local land offices during fiscal year ended June 30, 1888-Continued.
LAND OFFICE A.T GLENWOOD SPRINGS, COLO.
tThe area in brackets is not included in the aggregate by States, having been accounted for in the
· original entries.]
Class of entry.

~:~:: ~I :~!e~~N:~~~~~=~:~~~:i~~ .~~~:

Sales ol coal lands........ . . • • • • • • • • • • • . • • .
Excess payments on homestead, timber·
culture, and other entries and locations.
Homestead entries commuted to cash under
section 2301, Revised Statutes...........

Total cash sales . . • • • • • . . • . . • • • • • • • • •
Original homestead entries ••••••••••••••••
Final homestead entries ..•••.••..••••••••.
Lands entered under the timber-culture
laws .................................... .
Pre-emption filings (Ute Indian) .•••••.•••
.Applications to purchase mineral lands ...
Applications to purchase mineral lands
(Ute Indian) ....•••••.•••••..•..••.••••••
.Applications to purchase coal lands ..•••••

~

No.

:

A.ores.'

1
8
9

Commie•
sions.

Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom ....... .

$15,503.83
3,677.50
800. 00

10.81

13. 51

(1,436.55] .•••••••••••.•••••••••••

1,795.69

$443. 58

$745. 00

1,188. 58
125. 09

415. 00
270.00
530. 00

607. 00
270. 00
530. 00

10.00

210. 00

10. 00
210. 00

42.00
420. 00
1,218.00
2.00

42.00
420. 00
1,218.00
2. 00

1,699.93

1,699.93

5,561.93

28, 113. 13

---1-----~----------1----144'
13, 339. 40 . . . . . • • . . • . . . ....•..•.••
21,790.53
75
21

11,818.53
(3,334.79]

125. 09

192.00
6,397.27
90 ···••· .....••. ······ ..... .
53

48

1 .................... ······

70

965

31,555.20

760. 67

Salaries, fees, and commissions of register ·
and receiver. . . . . . . • . . . . . • • . • • • • • . • • . . . • . . • • •• • • . . • • • • • . • • . . . . . . . • • • • • • • • • • . •••••.••.•.

t~:i~::t~:;rn:!!~:~: :: :: :::::::~ :::::: ::::: ::::::::: ::::: :: ::::::: :::::: :::: :: ::: :::
Total. .••..•.••••••.•• .•••• .•••••.••.

A.mount.

12,403.09
845. 50
80.00

~~-~-~~~~~~~. ~~.~l. ~~~~~ ~~~~ • 14
Mineral protests, adverse claims ..•••.•..
42
Pre-emption declaratory statements ..••••.
406
Valentine filings .... .•.•.•..••• ••....••....
1
Amount received for reducing testimony
to writing ................................................................ .

A?n~?:!t~~.

Fees.

== .......................... ············

6,000.00
239. 99
745. 00
6, 984.. 99

CASH SALES UTE INDIAN LANDS,

~::rl~~~·s·:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

112

Coallands •.•••••••••••.•••••..••.•••••••••

45

17,232.68
63.60
• 8,259.80

21,540.80
330. 00
138,793.70

Total ..............•..•....•••.. - •..

163

25,556.08

160, 664. 1IO

6
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StatemtJnt of business at local land offices during fiscal year ended June 30, 1888-Continued.
LAND OFFICE AT GUNNISON, COLO.
[The area in brackets ii!! Rot included in th~ ~ggrega~ b:y States, having been aooounted for in the
or1gmal entnes.J
Class of entry.

~:i:: ~i ~~in~~~w::!!~ ~:~~~~~~~~~ .~~~?:

Homest<'ad entries commutf>d to cash un·
der section 2301, Revised Statutes.......
Homestead entries commuted to cash un.
der section 2, act June 15, 1880 .••. •• . .•.
Total cash sales.....................
Original homestead entries .•••••.•••••....
Final homestead entries .. .... ; ....••......
Lands entered under the timber.culture
laws •.•....•....•..•...•...•.............
Applications to purchase mineral lands ...

No.

Acres.

½~

l,

Commie.
sions.

Fees.

:~ut ::::::::::::::::::::::::

Amount.

'i: !~: ~

4

(640. 00] .. ••. .... ... .••••• ..•. .•

1

L160. 00) . ••• . .• . .•. . ....•. ...•..

800. 00
200. 00

40

2,074.69 . . . . . . . . . • .. . .••••• •.•••

4., 681. 72

----1------1-----·l-----l·- ---17
10

2,640.00
ll, 59;).35]

$99. 00
60.00

$170. 00

269. 00
60.00

1,480.00
56.00
14
27 .••••••••.••••.••••••..•• .

105. 00
270. 00

161.00
270. 00

24 ···•·•········ .••.••......

240.00
15.00

240. 00
15.00

49 .............. ············
Mineral protests, adverse claims ......... .
1
Mineral protests, adverse claims (Ute Jn.
dian) .... , ....•••••........•......•.••••.
1 ......................... .
Pre.emption deolaratory statements ...... .
lWt
Pre.emption declaratory statements (Ute
Indian) ................ ................. .
259
Soldiers' and 11ailors' homestead declaratory statements •.••.••..................
2 •••••••••••••• •••••• ·•••••
Amount received for reducing testimony
to writing •.•••••.....•.•••••..•........... , .............................. .

147. 00
10.00

147. 00
10. 00

10.00
102.00

10. 00
102. 00

777. 00

777. 00

Ars~;I~di:n)t~. ~~~~~~.8.~ .~.i~~r.~l..I~~~~.
.Applications to purchase.coal lands ....•.•

A¥~~t1a9;;;~.~~ ~~. ~~r.~~~~'. ~.~~I.~~~.~~!~~.

Total ot all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom ..•..••.

5

483

6,194.69

215.00

6.00

6.00

420. 05

420. !)5

2,272.95

7,160. 67

Salaries, fees, and commissions of regiRter
and receiver . ..........••..••..•••....••.............••..•...•..••••.••••••••••..... · · ·
¥nxJ:~~!:ioJ;pef:ss~!i~~ _-_-_-_-_-. :: : :: : : ::~:::: : : : : : : : : :::: :: : : : : : : : : :::::: :::: :: : ::: :: : ::: : :

4,231.70
65. 55
469. 65

Total. .••••...•.•...••••..•.•..............•..•.•.•.••......•.....•.....••••.......

4,766.90

CASII BALES, UTE INDIAN LAIO>B.

iL~::.N~~d~
::::::::::::::::::::::::: :::: ~f1
Coal lands.................................
Supplemental payments...................

Total............. ••• . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

32

:~t ~~ :::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: ~; l~U!

•
320. 00 .... •• .••••• .•••••. .• . . .
1 . ••• . •• . •••••• ••••• •••••• . ••••• .••••.

3,200.00
1.16

1----1------1------t------ir----·- 261

83, 248. M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

•5, '66. 74
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Statement of business at local land offices during fiscal yea1· ended Jui.e lO, 1888-Con tin ued.
LAND OFFICE AT LAKE CITY, COLO.
fThe area in brackets is not included in the aggregate by States, having been accounted for in the
.
.. original entries.) ·

Class of entry.
Sales ofland subject to pre.emption entry.
Sales of mineral lauds.....................
Homestead entries commuted to cash un•
der section 2301, Revised Statutes.......
Total cash sales..... • • • • • • . . • • . • • • .
Original homestead entries ••••• ~ .•••••••••
Final homestead entries ....••• . ........••.
Lands entered ·under the timber.culture
laws. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .• . . . . . • • . . . . . • •• .
Applications to purchase mineral lands...
Applicationstopurchasecoalbnds .... ~..
A

Acres.

No.

~E~i~~t~.~ ~~ .:~.r.~~~~~. ~~~·l· ~~~~~ ~~~~.

8
59

Commie.
sions.

1, 102. 05 . • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • •• • • • •
l, 150. 52 . • • • • • . • • • •• • • • • • • • . • • • •

Amount.

$1, 377. 58 4, 932. 50

1

[148. 40) • • • • . • • . • • • . •••• •• ••• • • •

185. 50

68

2,252.57 . • . • • • . • • • • • ••• • • • •• • • • •

6,495.58

10
1

1,585.15
(159. 15)

-----1------1·-----j-----i----$60. 00
$100. 00
6. 00 . • . • • . . . . . . .

160. 00
6. 00

.3
280. 00
12. 00
61 ••••••.•••.••..•••••••••••
1 .............. ··-········

20.00
610. 00
3.00

32. 00
610. 00
3.00

5 •••••••••••••••••••••••••.

15.00
80.00
141.00

15. oe
80.00
141:00

3. 50

- 3. 50

972.50

7,546.08

Mineral protests, adverse claims . . . . . . • . • •
8 ...........•...•••••••••..
Pre.emption declaratory statements.......
47 .....•..........••........
Amount received for reducing testimony
to writing ...••....•••..••.••••••..•...•...• _..... . . • . . • • . . . • • • . . •••••.•••••
Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom ..•.•••.

-Fees.

204

78.00

4,117.72

Salaries, fees, and commissions of register
and receiver ...........•.•••••••••••.••..•••••..••••••.•••.•...•••••.•••....•••••••••.

r:J:i~!:i°!xt?n~~!i.~~:::::::: ::: :·:::::::: :::: :::: ::::::: ::: :::: :::::: :::::: :::: :: :::: ::

2,219.84
227. 75
420. QO

Total. ...... ................................................ · . • • • • · •·•·• • • • • • • • · · • • • · ·

2,867.59

CASH BALES, UTE INDIAN LANDS.

~~:~r~~=::::::::::::::::::::::::: :: :::

30
8

',012. 00
1,166.11

5,052.90
2,920.00

Total ..••••.••.••••••.••..•••.••.....

38

_5,178.11

7; 972. 90

LAND OFFICE AT LA.MAB, COLO.
S11.les of land subject to pre.emption entry.

1,062

culture, and other entries and locations.
Homestead entries commuted to cash UD·
der section 2301, Revised Statutes.......

250

716. 43 ...................•....

936. 38

245

[38,518.91] •••••••••••• ~··· ••••••.•

48,698.73

Original homestead entries. . . • • • • • • • . • • • • . 1, 709
10,758.89 16,950.00
269,351.87
Final homestead entries...................
30
[3, 238. 33]
133. 50 • • • • • • • • • • • •
C.ands entered under the timber.coltore
,. Jaws...... . . . • . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . 1, 472
234,751.92
5,888.00
U,710.00
Lands entered with military· bounty.land
~480
warra1.tts .•..••...........•...•...•••..•.
3
12. 00
Applications to purchase coal lands ..•.•••
3
9. 00
~ppllcations to purchase town site ...••••.
1
3. 00
Pre.emvtion declaratory statements .....•• 1,821
5,463.00
l:!oldiers' and sailors' homestead declaratoBy statements .......•..••.•••.. . ...•..
176
528. 00
Amount received for reducing testimony
to writing .•••.....•.• ••••••.••••..•••••.•.......•••••.••...•..•••••.••••.
1,349.85

27, 708. 89
133. 50

168,780.05 .•••••••••••••••••••••••

~~:t~fi~°v~nbfJ:~~: ::: :: ::: ::::::: :: :::: :: ......~.........~?: ??. :::::: :::::: ::::::: :: :::
Excess payments on homestead, timber.
Total cash ealee ..••••.•••••.••••.•..

Total of all classes of entries and
amount 4eceived therefrom........

212, 774-.14
50.00
82. 00

-------------r-----·r----1,558
169,530.48 .••••••••••••••••••••••• 262,541.25

6, 773

674, 114. 27

16, 780. 39

20,598.00
12.00
9.00
3.00
5,463.00
528. 00
1,349.85

39, 024. 85

318, 346. 49

iiii:::~1:tjfs~~~:::::::::::::::::::: ~ ::::::: :::::::::::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: :::::

6,000.00
. 337.15
3,968.15

Total . ............................................................................ .

10,305.30

Salaries, f1:es, and commissions of register

300

RE~ORT OF THE SECRETARY

OF THE INTERIOR

Statement of business at loc~l land offices during fiscal ye«,1· ended June 30, 1888-Contit ued.
LAND OFFICE AT LEADVILLE, COLO.
[The area in brackets is not included in the agtzregate by States, having been accounted for u, the
•
original entries. J
Class of entry.

No.

Acres.

Commis·
sions.

Fees.

Sales of land subject to private entry.....
9
1,840.25 .•••.•.••••..•.•.•....•.
Sales of land subJecttopre.emptionentry.
45
6,705.15 .....•..•......•••......
Sal6S of minerallands • • • • . . • • • • • . . • . . . • •
210
4, 515. 85 . • • • . • . • • • • . . .••••......
Supplemental payment .•.•..................•......•...•...............••.•...•..•....•.
Excess payments on homestead, timber.
4
16. 09 .•••••.••••. . •••.•.... ..
culture, and other entries and locations.
Homestead entries commuted to cash un.
der section 2301, Revised Statutes . . . . . . .
6
(789.15) .•••• ..•••• ...••••. ••.. .
Total cash sales .•••••..••••..•......

274

.Amount.
$2,300.31
8,3 1.00
16,632.60
5.00
20.12

986.'4.

13, 077. 34 . . • • . . . • • . . . . . • . . . . • • . • .

28, 325. 97

Original homestead entries .•••.•..........
8,716.64
56
$330. 00
$550. 00
Final homestead entries .••••....••.•...••.
19
[2,920.00)
111. 00 ••••••.•....
Lands entered under the thnber.culture
laws .....•.............••....•...........
6
640
24.00
45.00
A~plications to purchase mi1!eral lands ...
176
l, 760. 00
38
880. 00
Mrneral protestsi adverae clauns ..•.....•.
Pre.emption dee aratory statements . ..•.•.
204
612. 00
Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declarat-ory statements ..•.....•.•.•.••....••••.
a ....••..•..........•••••..
9.00
Amount received for reducing testimony
to writing .•...•.....•••••••.....•...•••..••......•••.••.••..•..••••.•• ••••
800. 85

880.00
111.00

Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom .....••.

776

22,433.98

465.00

4,156.85

Salaries, fees, and commissions of register
and receiver . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . • . . . • • • . . . . . . . • • . •...•..•..••..•••... •..•..•.••.•••. · ·

69.00
1, 7G0.OO
880.00
612.00
9.00
800. 85
82,947.82

¥;J~~!1!i°!xt8fn~~!~~~-::::: :::::::: ::: ::: ::: :::: : :::: :: :::::::: ::: ::::::::: :::: :: :: ::·:~

5,593.36
41.60
271.10

Total. •••.•••••••.•••••.•••... ••···•· · · • · · · • · ·••• •• • • • · · • • · · ···········I············

5,905.96

,,

LAND OFFICE AT PUEBLO, COLO.

Sales of land subject to private entry ..••.

~:1::
~i ~!e~!N:~~~ ~~~-.~~~~i~~ ~~~:.:
Sales of coal lands ...•....................

Excess payments on homestead, timber.
culture, and other entries and locations ..
Homestead entries commuted to cash un.
der section 2301, Revised Statutes .. .•.•.
Homestead entries commuted to cash un·
der section 2, act June 15, 1880 ••••••••••
Total cash sales .................... .

80 '
191
7
55
149
40

4,558.61
35,509.92
405. 00
132,105.80

3,646.87
28,407.91
75. 85
7,565.29

700. 74.

560.ll8
[5,908.01) .•••••••••••.••••••••••.

1

7,348.89
184.00

tl60. 00) ••••••.••••• ·•••·· .••••.
--------+-----,-----,-----473
40, 256. 80 . • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • . 180, 812. 96

Original homestead entries .•••••.••.••.•..
738
114,218.63
4,282.90
Final homestead entries . .•••.•..•....•..•.
94
[18,993.49]
518.86
Lands entered under the timber.culture
laws..................................... 1,227
193,886.99
', 908. 00
Lands ente1·ed with military bounty.land
warrants................................
1
160. 00
A l)plications to purchase mineral lands. . .
6 .•••••••• .•• •••••••• •••••.
Applications to purchase coal lands....... 1, 048 • •• • •• • • • • • • • • •••••••••••
Townsi te fillng . ... . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . • .
1 ......................... .
Pr - mption declaratory,statements. ...... 1,837 .••••••••..•• .•••••••••••.
oldiers' and sailors' homestead d clara46 .••••..••...•.••••••..•...
tory statements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
.A.moant r
ived for reducing testhnony
to writlnjt ............................. .. ............ .................. ... .

7,225.00

11,507.90
518.86

12, 170,00

17,078.00

4.00
60. 00
3,144.00
3.00
5,511.00

4.00

60. 00
3, 144.. 00
3.00
5,511.00

188. 00

138. 00

2,003.46

2,003.46

80, 258. 46

220, 781. 18

........................ ········ ............................. ············

6,000.00
170.61
2,945.12

•..••. . •.•.•.• • ••·•·•·••••· ··•··••· ·••••••••••••• .•••••.••••• .•••.• ••••••

9,115.73

1--------- ----'j----847,966.92

To

9, 709. 76

i - - - - t - - - - -1- - - - - 1 - - - - 1 - - - -

•
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PUBLIL- LANDS.

Statement of business at local land offices du1'ing f"8cal year ended June 30, 1888-Continued.
LAND OFFICE AT ABERDEEN, DAK.
[The area in brackets is not included in the aggregate by States, having been accounted for in the
·
original entries.)
No.

Class of entry.

Acres.

Commis•
flions.

Fees.

Amount.
$100, 927. 10
• 96

Sales of la,nd sul1,iect to pre.emption entry.
Supplemental payment ................... .
Excess payments on homestead, timbercultnre, and other ontriesaml locations ..
Homestead entries commuted to cash under section 2301, Revised Statutes ..... ..

243

[38, 677. 09] ....................... .

48,346.40

Total cash sales ................ ~ ... .

827

80,96!'i.47 ...................... ..

149,554.36

513
1
·70

80,741.28
• 77

279. 90

223. 42

439
Original homestead entries .....•....•...•.
Final homestead entries ................. ..
429
Lands entered under the timber.culture
1,764.00
laws ................................... .
441
69,534.75
Lands entcretl with private land scrip .... .
1
40.00
Pre.empt-ion declaratory statements . ..... .
377
Soldiers' and sailors' liomestead declara.
tor.v statements . . . . . . . . . . ...........•..
5 ........................ .
.Amonn~-~·eceived for reducing testimony
to wnt1ng ........ . .................................................. . .... .
69,156.50
[68.162. 591

Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom........

$1,729.24
$4,355.00
1,709.00 ........... .
4,370.00
1.00
754. 00

6,084.24
1,709.00
6,134.00
1.00
754·. 00

10. 00

10.00

1,018.83

1,018.83

10 508. 83

165, 265. 43

- - - - - - --·---1----------2, 519

219,696.72

5, 202. 24

Salaries, fees, and commissions of register
and receiver ......................................................................... ..

f:J~~:i:t!:;fi:!!i~::: :: ::::~::::::::::: :::::: :: :::::::: ::: ::: :::::: :::: :: :::::: :::: ::

6,000.00 .
101. 90
2,262.75

----1--·-·---1------1- --- -- ----8,364.65

Total. ........................................................................... .
LAND OFFICE AT BISMARCK, DAK.
Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry.
Sales of coal lands ...................... ..
Excess payments on homestead, timberculture, and other entries and locations.
Homestead entries commuted to cash
under section 2301, Revised Statutes .••.
Total cash sales .................... .

200
1
51
28

31,340.02
40. 00

43,258.54
400.00

148. 77

303. 00

(4,272.92] ....................... .

6,891.16

...................... ..

50,852.70,

----1----280
31, 528. 79

Original homestead entries ............... .
372
58,667.44
2,288.91
Final homestead entries ................. ..
[55,058.46]
2,666.67
345
Lands entered under the timber.culture
laws ...... ·..... . .... . ................. .
262
41, 187. 54
1, 048. 00
Final entries under the timber.culture
laws ................................... .
2
[320.00] ........... .
Lands entered with military bounty-land
warrants ............ ................... .
80.00 .......... ..
1
Lands selected under grants to railroads ..
3,833.12 ........... .
24
Applications to purchase coal lands ..•••••
4
Pre-~mption declaratory statements ..... .
404
Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara.
tor.v statements ....................... ..
7 .~...................... ..
.A.mount receh"ed for reducing testimony
to wrlting .............................................................. -..

3,690.00

5,978.91
2,666.67

2,590.00

3,638.00

8. 00

8.00

4.00
4,7. 91
8.00
808.00

4.00

47.91
8.00
808. 00

14.00

14. 00

406. 06

406. 06

7,575. D7

64,432.25

fn~ii:lil:~l:;i::l:i~~( ::: :::::::::::: ~:: :::::::::::::::::::::: :::::: :::::: :::::::::: ::

6,000.00
114. 90
2,056.30

Total. ........................................................................... ..

8,171.20

Amount receivetl in certificates of deposit
on account of surveys ................................................................ .

3'0.00

Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom........

1, 701

135,296.89

6, 0~3. 58

Salaries, fees, and commissions of register
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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

Statement of business at local land offices during fiscal year ended June 30, 1888-Continned,
LAND OFFICE AT DEVIL'S LAKE, D.A.K.
rThe area bl brackets is not included in the aggreiate hI States, having been accounted for in the
original entries.J
Class of entry~

No.

Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry.
Excess payments on homestead, timberculture, and other entries and locations ..
Homestead entries commuted to cash
under section 2301, Revised Statutes ....
Total cash sales .....•..•.••••••••••.

Commis.
sions.

Acres.

432

67,284.90

53

125. 77

63

Amount.
$84,107.15
157. OS

[9, 856. 47] ......................•.

12,320.65

-------1-----1-----1---·
-67, 410. 67 • • • • • • • • • • • . . . . . . . • • . . . .
96, 585. 75
548

$1,918.30
Original homestead entries .•.•••.•••••....
76,647.22
490
86.55
(3,458.36]
Final homestead entries . ••••••..•.........
21
Lands entered under the timber-culture
1,548.00
laws ..........•...•.•..............•.••.
60,486.99
387
Pre-emption declaratory statements ...... .
716
Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara9 ..... .................... .
. tory statements .......••.•••..•.....•...
.Amount received for reducing testimony
to writing ...••...•...... ......•..••.... ...............•....... ..•......•..

Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom........

Fees.

2,171

204,544.88

8,552. 85

$', 845.00

6,763.30
86.55

3,820.00
1,432.00

5,368.00
1,432.00

18.00

18. 00

471.15

471.15

10,586.15

110, 724. 75

•

===i=====l=====l=== = l = = ==

Salaries, fees, and commissions of register
and receiver...... . . . . . • . . . . • . . . . • • • • . . • . . . • . . . . . . . • • • • . • . . . • • . . . . . . . . • • . .. . ....•••.•••
Expenses of depositing...... . . . . . . . • . . . • . . . . • . . . • . . . . . . • . . • • . . . . . . ... . . . . • . • . . ..••.......
Incidental expenses ••••••....•....••••.••.........................•••...•••..•••........

6,000.00
73. 80
2,022.50

Total .••• •..•••..•••..•.•••.••..••••.........••••••.• ........•.....•.•..•••••..• .. .

8,096.30

LAND OFFICE AT DEADWOOD, D.A.K.

~:~:: ~~ :r:e~~fl:~!~?~~:~~~~~~ ~~~:

Excess payments on homestead, timber·
culture, and other eutries and locations..
Homestead entries commuted to cash under section 2301, Revised Statutes.......
Total cash sales...... . . • • . . . . . . . . • . .

2~

Salari s, f.

11 1 and

commissions of register

:g ::::::::::::::::::::::::

4~: :~::

69. 19 . . • • • • . • • . . . . . • • • • . •• • • .

86. 40

46

[6,863.19] ••. .• •••••• . .•••• ......

8,803.98

---1-----~1------1-----1----·
377
39,893.89 . • • • • • . • • • • • . . • • • • . • • . . .
60, 535. 97

Original homestead entries...............
264
Final homestead entries...................
82
Lands entered under the timber-culture
laws.....................................
126
Lands·entered with military bounty land
warrants . . • • • . . •• • • • . • • • • • . • • . . • . . . . • • . .
3
Applications to purchase minerallands . . .
34
Applications to purchase coallands.......
11
Mineral protests, adverse claims . ••• . .•••.
2
Pre-emption declaratory statements.......
510
Soldiers'andsailors' homestead declaratory
4,
statements . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . .
Amount received for reducing testimony
to writing...... . . . . . . . . . • . . . . • . • • . • • • • . . . . . . . . . .
Total of all olasses of entries and
amount received therefrom........

39, ~::

35

1,413

40, 984, 16
(13, 038, 76]
19,561.00
480. 00
. • • • •• . • • . . • • .
.•••••.. •. . •• .
.•••••.• •. • •• .
••••••..•••••.

1, 024. 79
2, 590. 00
326. 23 . • • • • • . • • • • •
504. 00
. •• • • • . • • • . .
. • • • • • • •• • • .
.••••• .•••••
•••• •• ••••.•
. • • • • • •• • • • .

3, 614. 79
326. 23

1,230.00

1,734.00

12. 00
340. 00
22. 00
20. 00
1,020.00

12. 00
310. 00
22. 00
20. 00
1,020. 00

•• • • • • • • • •• • • • ••• • • • •• •• ••

8. 00

8. 00

. . . • • • . . . . . . . . . •• • . • . . •• • .

821. 40

821. iO

100,919.05

68,454. 39
1,855.02
6,063.40
- ·- f-c=====l===-===

In~~f:n~i;;;;_::::::::::::::::::::::: :::::::: :::::::::::::: :::::::::::: ::::::::::::

6,000.00
1,475.35

Total .•••.••••••.••••••••••••••••••...••.•••..•••••.•..•....•••.•...•••.•••••.•...•

7,475.35

PUBLIC LANDS.
MafflMnt ofhusineas at loct1l lR,11tl, offices during fisocl year muled JuM 30, 1888-Continued.
LA.ND-OFFICE AT FARGO, DAX.
(The area in ltraokets is n9t included in the aggregate by States, having lteen accounted for
original entries.]

No.

Class of entry.

221
1

Sales of land subject to pre.emption entry.
Supplementw,J payment .....•.••... ·.••··••·
Excess ,payments on.homestead, tID1ber.
culture, and other entries and locations ..
Homestead entrie8'commuted to casll un•
der section 2301, Revised ,Statutes ..•••••
Homestead entries commuted: to cash UD·
der section 2, act June 15, 1880 •••••••••••
Total cash sales .• •••••.••••••••.•••.

Acres.

Commis·
sions.

32,749.74

the

Amount.
$48,953.12
. 28

50

122.13 .•••••••••••.•••••••••••

398.15

152

(23,697.00] .••••• ••••• •.••••••••••.

35,139.49

2

[240.00] .•••••••••••.•••..••••••

5('3.00

426

32,871.87 •••••••••••• ·•••·•••••••
62,031.02
$2,569.47
$3,915.00
£10[, 068. 62]
4,539.99

85,064. ~4

398
Original homestead entries .•••••••••••.•..
Final homestead entries ...•.•.• ••••..••••.
642
Lands.,enteredrnr.derr.the· timber.culture
80,252.01
laws ..•....••. •••.•.••••.••.•..•••••.••.••
511
2, o«. oo
Final entries under the timber.culture
laws ....•.. ........•....•....•.....•.•...
15
(2,400.00] •••• -- ••••••
Lands enternd with military bounty.land
1,076.92 ••••••••••••
warrants ........••..........•....••..••.
11
Pre-emption declaratory statemenis ...•••.
383
Soldiers' and,sailors' hoJ.Y1estead declaratory
statements .............•••••.•..•.......
4 ·····•········ .....•......
A.mount received for reducing testimony
to writing ..............••••••.••.•••••. ...• ..••.••••••.••..•...•••...•....

Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom...... . .

Fees.

u

2, 390

176,231.82

9, 153. 46

5, t55. 00

6,484.47
4,539.99
7,099.00

60.00

60.00

42.00
766. 00

42. 00
766. 00

8.00

8. 00

1,802.70

1,802.70

11, 648. 70

105, 866. 20

Salaries, feeR, and commissions of register
andreceiver .......••.. •. ..•.•••••••.••...••••••.••••••.••.••••••••••.••••..•••.•••••••
Fnxad::::i°!xtetn°s~!~!. :::: :: :::::: ::::::: :::::: :: ::::::: ::: : ::: :::::: ::: : :: :::::: :::: ::

6,000.00
74.65
2,222.25

Total. •••••.••••••••• ••••••• •.••••••..••••• ·· ·••• •• • •• · · •• • ·••• • • •••••• ·••• •• •••••·

8,296.90

LA.ND OFFICE AT GR~ FORKS, D.A.K.
Bales of land subject to pre.emption entry.
Excess payments on homestead, timberculture, and other entries and locations ..
Homestead entries commuted to cash UD·
der section 2301, Revised Statutes .••••••

305

49
105

Total cash sales ..•...••..••••.••••••

459

Original homestead entries .••••• .•..••••••
Final homestead entries . . ...............
Lands entered under the timber.culture
laws ... : ............ ....• .•....••...••••.
Final entries under the tim ber·oul ture
laws ..••. . .......••••.........•...••.••..
Lands entered with military bou]).ty-land
warrants ................•.......•...•••.
Pre.emption declaratory statements .......
6oldiers' ·.e,nd sailors' homestead declaratory statements .........••••••....••••••
Amount received for reducing testimony
to writing .••..•...•...•.•••••••.•••••••. .
Total of all classes of entries and
a.mount received therefrom ••••••••

-

Salaries, fees, and commissions of register
and receiver .......••••••••••••••••••••••
Expenses of depositing .•••••••••••••••••••
Incidental expenses ••••••••• ••••••••••••••

Total .....••..••...•..••.•••.••••.••.

45,897.28

·········-·· ·--····-····

............ ...... ···- ..
[15, 942. 98] ···········- . -... --.....
46,054.75 ............
············
157.47

783
392

120,344.61
(61,547.32]

3,012.60
1,543.00

653

101,061.84

2,612.00

............
lG0.01) ····-- ......
1
638 . -............ ············
3 .............. ...... .... ..
....... .... .. . . .. .... ............
1

2,930

f160. 00]

267,621.20

7,167.60

7, 6~5. 00

··········-·

57,371.79
196. 86
19,928.76
77,497.41
10,637.60
1,543.00

6,375.00

8,987.00

4.00

4.00

4.00
1,276.00

4. 00
1,276.00

8.00

6. 00

1,034.14

1,034.14

16,324.14.

100,989.15

..... -.. .............. ............
.......... -- ------ ·-·-··
........
.. ..... --· .... ............ ............
······ ·-·-··
-············
.

........ ·······-······ .--········· ............

6,000.00
41. 96

2,082.70
8, M!4. 6CI
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Statement of businesa at local la,nd o.tftces during fiscal yea1· ended June 30, 1888-Continued.
LAND OFFICE AT HURON, DAK.
{The area in braoke~ is not included in the aggregate by States, llning been accounted for in the
original entries.)
r

~

Class of entry.

No.

Sale of land subject to pre-emption entry.
Excess payments on homestead, timber.
culture, and other entries and lo~ations ..
Homestead entries commuted to cash un.
der section 2301, Revised Statutes ..•••..

406

Total cash eales ....... ..............

750

Commie•
sions.

Acres.

Fees.

.Amount.

61,758.42

57

············ ············
············ ············
(45,254.45) ............ ............

$77,198.23

............ ············

133, 941.9~

140. 26

287

61,898.68

Original homestead entries ••••••••..•....
350
54,764.82
Final homestead entries .••...•••••... . ... .
820
[130, 114. 031
Lands entered under the timber•cnlture
laws ............................. ........
571
90,363.59
Final entl'ies under the tim her-culture
laws .................
[1, 035.S(J
7
Lands entered with military bounty-land
warrants ................................
1
160.00
160. 00
1
Lands,entered with fivate land ·scrip .••.
3
Applications to turc ase coal lands .......
Pre-emption dee aratory statements •......
298
Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declaratory statements ......... -: ....... _.......
3 . ......... ....
Amount received for reducmg testimony
to writing ....................... ; ....... ......... . ...............

$1,369.29
3,253.29
2,284.00

175. 51

56,568.18

$3,450.00

"810. 29
3,253.29

············
5,600.00

7,974.00

............

28.00

28. 00

············

4. 00

4. 00

············ ············
.............. ............
6. 00 ·········--·
6.00
.............. ............. 596. 00
596. 00

-·

Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom .••.....
SalarieR, fees, and commissions of register
and receiver ............................
Incidental expenses ...................... .
Total. ...............................

2,804

207,347.09

........ ··············
... .. .........

············

6.00

6. 00

..............

2,477.28

2,477.28

~ 11z2u

---.............
. ............

153,105.78
6,000.00
~. 287. 40

- -8,287.40
--

········1··· .. ···--···· ............ 1--···· ......
I

LANI> OFFICE AT MITCHELL, DAX.
Sales of land subjectto pre-emption entry.
Excess p!\yments on homestead timberculture, and other entries,and locations.
Hom~steadentries commuted to cash·1mder 11ection 2301, Revised Statutes ...... .
Homestead entries commuted to cash under section 2, a.ct June 15, 1880 .•••••.....

213

29,803.98

40

6'.26

123

[18, 779. 89] ...................... ..

23,474.76

1160. Oo] ..................... . ..

186. 00

Total cash s~les .................... .

377

29,868.24 ....................... .

37,255.02
80.35

-------1-60,996.13
---

Original homestead entries................
229
84, 630. 67
865. 77
2, 205. 00
Final homestead entries................... 1,305
[205,261.28]
5,131.22 ........... .
LAnds entered under the timber.culture
laws ...... ................... .. ........ ..
401
1, 604.1)0
61,710.26
3,895.00
Final entries under the timber-culture
laws ..................................... .
80
(12, 252. 89) ........... .
320. 00
Lands entered w.ith military bounty-land
warrants . .................. ..... ....... .
440.00 .......... ..
3
11.00
Pre-emption declaratory statements ...••..
221
442. 00
oldiers' and sailors' homestead declaratory statem nts.........................
2 ......................... .
4. 00
Amount r eived for reducing testimony
to writing ....................................... .....................•....
3, 706. 92
Tot.al or all cl
or entries and
amount received therefrom .••..••.
alari , f

, and commi88ions of register

1

2,618 r--126-,-64-9-.1-7- ~,-60-0-.-9!)-

10,673.92

3,070.77
5,131.22
5,499.00
320.00
11.00
. 442. 00
4.00

3, 700. 92

1--;:1.

04

!=====f====t====

~c::e:ta1~!:i6~i~~::::::~·~-:·::::~:::::: :::::::: :::::::::::::: :::::::::::: ::::::::::::

:::1t;

--------1-----~-----1- ---8,128.69

Total ..••••••• · ...... •••••. •••••••••. ........ •••••••••••••• •••••• •••••• ...... ......
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PUBLIC LANDS.

Statement of bitsiness at local land o:ffeces du1·ing fiscal year ended June 30, 1888-Continued.
LAND OFFICE AT WATERTOWN, DAK.
[The area in brackets is not included in the aggregate by States, havinir been accounted for in the
original entries.]

Class of entry.

Acres.

No.

Sales of land subject to pre.emption entry .
Excess payments on hom estead, tirube1·.
culture and other entries and locations ..
Homestead entries commuted to cash un.
der section 2301, Revised Statutes ..... .
Homestead entries commuted to cash un·
der section 2, act June 15, 1880 ..•.••. .•.
Total cash sales ..•.•.........•......

466

67,597.60

50

168. 51

Commis·
sions.

Fees.

Amount.
$84,697.28
210. 63

252

I38, 969. 84) .. •••••••.....••••••••••.

49,112.38

4

[640. 78] .••.••.••.... _.... ,..,. •••. .

744. 97

-·---------1-----·1----772
134, 765. 26
67,766.11 .•••••.••••.

Original homestead entries ..•..•... • ......
449
67,731.81
$1,827. 4l
Fiual hom es tead e)ltries .... •... ..... . . ....
[139, 479. 41)
887
3,764.39
Lands entered under the t,imber.culture
laws ..... .. ........ . .. ...... .. ........ . .
568
86,731.54
2,272.00
Final entries under the timber.culture laws .
5
[798. 13) .•..••..•••.
Lands entered witll military bount_y.Ialld
warrants ................. ....... ...... .
2
320. 00
Lands entered with private land sr-rip . .. . .
6
320. 00
Lan~s entered with surveyor.generals'
scrip ...........•...... .... . .....•. ......
160. 00
2
L_ands eut~red 1:ith supreme r.ourt scrip . .
2
160. 00
• 4
Sioux Indian filmgs .... .. .. .... . ... ... .. . .
~re.~mption declaratory stattiments . ..... .
532
8old1ers' and sailors' homestead declara.
tory statements .. ..... . .... ..•.... ......
2 .•••••.•••.•• . ·••••••••••·
Amoun~ ~eceived for reducing testimony
to wntrng ............. : .........•..............

$.;, 320. 00

6,147.41
3, 71½. 39

5. 500. 00
. 20. 00

7,772.00
20. (10

8. 00
12. 00

8. 00
12. 00

4. 00
4.00
8. 00
1,064.00

4.00
4.00
8. 00
1,064.00

4.00

4.00

1,540.14

1,540.14

12, 484. 14

155, 113. 20

1:ii~~~~~!~;ii:!ii~(::~ :::::::::::::::: ::::: ::: :::::::::::::: :::::: :::::: :::::::::~::

6,000.00
104.15
2,490. ao

Total of all classes of entries and
amount _·eceived tllerefrom.. ......

2, 231

223,189.46

7, 863. 80

Salaries, fees, and commissions of register

Total. ...•• . . .......•....•....•..•. . . .... . ..

8,594.45

SIOUX INDIAN LANDS.

Pre.emption ..... ..... ................ ..... .
Supplemental payments .....• .... • . • ..•...
Total. ....•.....•••.•........•• .. ....

8
712. 35 .•••••.••••. . •••••.••••.
7 . ••••• . .•...•..•••••••••.•.•••••.•••••

907. 74
440. ~4

712. 35 ••••••••••••.•••••••••••

.1, 347. 98

15

LA-N D OFFICE AT YANKTON, DAK.

~ale5iofland snbject to pre.emption entry.
upp emental payment ...... .•••.•. . . ... .
Excess payments on homestead, timber·
cnlture, and other entries and locations ..
Homestead entries commuted to cash uu.
der section 2301, Revised Statutes .. .. .. .

15,994. 04 . ...•• ·•·••• ·•••••··•··•

19,992.61

23

'il. 75 ...•.•.•••••.•••••....•.

89. 74

64

(9, 382. 59] . . . . . . . . . • • • . • • • . • . . • ..

11,728.23

Original hom estead entries ......... ..•.•..
92
310. 26
820. 00
12, 410. 28
J•'inal homestead entries ........•• .....•..
646
fl00, 807.41]
2,520.28 ···· ·· ·· · ·-·
Lauds entered under tbo timber.culture
laws.. . ........... ..... ............. ..
468. 00
1,030.00
117
15,740.27
Final entries under tlJe timber.culttire ·
368. 00
laws.. ........... ...... .. . . . ... . .. . ...• .
92
ll3, 029. 50) ~...•••••
·-·
J?re.emption declaratorv statements. ... .. .
124 .••• . ••.•••••...••••.•••••
248.00
Soldiers' and sailors' homestead cleclar.
atory statements ...... ..... .......... _..
1 ...... . ....... . .......... .
2.00
Amoun~ !eceived for reducing testimony
to wnt1ng .. ...... ...-: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . • • . . . • . . . • • • • . . . • • • 2, 089.16

1,130.26
2,520.28

Total cash sales ..........•• . : . . . . . . .

Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom. . ....

117

1

-------------·---1
-----205
IG, 065. 79 . . . . . • . • • • • . • • • • • • . . • . • •
31, 814.. 29

1,277

44, 216.34

8-VOL I--20

1,498.00
368. 00
248. 00

2.00
2, 089. 16

3,298.54 ~~ ~~~

~t~}~§~~fT???T : : : : : : : : : : ::~~::::::?:
!Nl'

3. 71

: ~:!
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Statement of business at local land offices during fiscal yea1· ended June 30, 1888-Continued.
LAND OFFICE AT GAINESVILLE, FL.A..
[The area in brackets is not included in the a~gregate by States, having l1een accounted for in the orig·
'
mal entries.]
Class of entry.
Sales of land subject to private entry .....
Sales ofland subject to pre.emption entry.
Sales ofland at public auction .••..........
Supplemental payments ..............•.....
Excess payments on homesteads, tIIDber.
culture, and other entries and locations.
Homestead entries commuted to cash un·
der sectiou 2301, Revised Statutes ...... .
Homestead entries commuted to cash
under section 2, act .June 15, 1880 ....••..
Total cash sales .................... .
Original homestead entries ......•..•......
Final homestead entries . ................•.
Lands entered under the timber.culture
laws .................................... .
Lands enteree. with military bounty.land
warrants ...... ... . ...... ............... .
Lands entered wit-b priv:tte land scrip ... .
Lands selected under grants to railroads ..
State selections (swamp indemnity) ..•....
Pre-emption declaratory statements ..... .
Soldiers' and sailors' bomestead declara.
tory statements .. ..... .•................
Amount received for reducing testimony
to writing .. ...................••........
Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom........

Acres.

No.
391
72
1
5
374
94

Commis.
sions.

Fees.

84,318.69
8, 734.10
1.15
16. 56

$105, 399. 06

11, 3ll. 48
9,495.70
123. lll

319. 82

402. 15

fll, 665. 83) ..•..••.•••.....•• .•••••

14

f1, 594. 571

1,016
821

132,812.40
[104, 834. 29)

Amount.

. . . . • . . • • • • . . .••••...•..

14,741.28
1,951.00

------------1------1----951
93, 390. 32 . • • . • . • . . • • . . . • . . . . . . • • . 143, 423. 86
160. 00

7
75
2,180

1

$3,393.36
2,837.25

$8,905.00

12, 29R. 36
2,837.25

4. 00

10. 00

14. 00

679. 44
3,010. 78
348,285.52
138. 80

387
12 .......•••.••..••••••.•••.

17. 00

17. 00

4,359.97
1. 40
774. 00

4,359.97
1.40
774. 00

24.00

24.00

1,715.12

1,716.12

15, 806. 49

165, 464. 96

----1------1-----·1- -------5, 451

578,477.26

6, 234. 61

====1=====1-=====t====t====

Salaries, fees, and commissions of register
and receiver .... . . ...................... . ............................................. .

¥nciid~~1!i°!f;fi:!!~~:::::::::::::::::::: :::::::: :::::::::::::: :::::::::::: ::::::::::::

5,845.12
62.65
3,603.30

Total. ..••..............••....•...........••. . ..........................•••...... ··

9,511.07

Amount received in certificates of deposit
on account of surveys ............................ ....•.•• ......•••••.••••..•.•••.•••..

15. 00

LAND OFFICE AT BLACKFOOT, ID.A.HO.
Sales of land ubject to pre.emption entry.
Exe s payments on homestead, timber·
cultur , ancl otber entries and locations.
Origina 1 entries under the des rt land act.
Final entries under the des1wt land act . ...
liomr tea(l entl'i s commuted to casl1 un·
der section 2<101 , Revis d Statutes . ..... .

55

8

(1,280.00J .••••...... .. •.•.•.•....

1,600.00

Total cash sales ..•..................

228

25, 411. 09 . . • . . . . . . . . . . ••..•..••••

28,185.53

33
80
52

9,940.66

7,952.48
132. 49 . . . . • • • • • • • . . .•••.••.•..
17,826.12 .•••.••••••• ·••••••••••·
[12,147.31) .•••••.•.....•••••.•...•

Original home11tead entries ............... .
287
13,660.55
1,663.50
Fin, l homest a-0 ntri 11 • • ••••• ••••••• ••
96
[14, 942. !19)
565. 50
Larnl
ntered under the timber.culture
law .. ................................. .
151
20,486.07
604. 00
Final ntrie under tho timb r·culture ·
law . .................................. .
2
[165. 30) .••....•.•..
rr · mption declaratory stat ment11 .... . ·
211
.-oldi rs' and sailors' homestead declam. ·
tory tat.em n . .. .... . .. . . ... .. . .......
2 .......••..........•.••...
.Amount r iv d for reducing t~ timony
writing . .. ... .. .... ................... . ................................ .

165. 72
4,331.58
12,147.57

2,775.00

4,438.50
565. 50

1,850.00

1,954.00

8. 00
633. 00

8.00
633. 00

6. 00

6. 00

875. 40

875. 40
86,665. !13

5, !)19. 10
45.00
283. 25
6,247.35
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Statement of business at local land offices during fiscal year ended June 30, 1888-Continued.
LAND OFFICE .AT BOIS~ CITY, IDA.HO.
(The area i.11 brackets is not included in the aggregate by States, having been accounted for in the
original entries.]
Class of entry.

.Acres.

No.
41

Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry.
Sale of minerallands .................•••••
Excess payments on homestead, timber.
culture, and other entries and locations.
Original entries under the desert land act.
Final entries under the desert land act ....
Homestead entries commuted to cash un·
cler section 2301, Revised Statutes ..... .

15
73

Total cash sales .•..••.•.•..••••.•...

7

Commis·
sions.

.Amount.
i6, 546. 37
480. 00

5,237.09
92.86

9

40. 55 .••••••••••. ··•··• .•••••
19,962.56 ..•••.••••••..•••. ·-····
[2,205.54] ···••••••••· ·••••• ......

50. 70
4,990.64
2,205.54

8

(1, 264. 02] ·.•••••.•••........•••••.

1,580. 0~

153

25,333.06 .••......•....•••..•••••

15,853.28

22,081.68
147
$827. 65
Original homestead entries .•••••.•.. ..• ...
[8,135.42]
305. 10
Final homestead entries .............. : ... .
54
Lands entered under the timber.culture
15,892.72
472. 00
118
laws ..... . ...................... . .. .... .
Final entries under the timber.culture
[359. 80] .•••..••••.•
3
laws .. . . ..........................•....•.
6
Applications to purchase mineral lands .. .
161
Pre-emption declaratory statements ... . . . .
Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara3 ••••••• - ••••••••••••••••••
tory statements ................ .. ..... .
.Amount received for reducing testimonv
to writing .............••..•..•....... : .......••..••...•••..••..••••..•....
Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom ....... .

Fees.

$1,410.00

2,237.65
3,505.10

l, 050. 00

1,522.00

12.00
60. 00
483. 00

12. 00
60. 00
483. 00

9. 00

9.00

737.16

737.16

3,761.16

21,219.19

Salaries, fees, and commissions of register
and receiver ........•............. .•...... ....•...••••••••...•..••..•.......•••••.•••••
Incidental expenses ..••••..•....•...•••............••..•..•..•....•••.••.....•••••.•••..

4,222.91
300. 00

Total. .•...•...••••.•...•••••••••.....•.......••••••••..••..••.•••••....•••.•.•••••

4,522.91

645

63,307.46

1,604.75

LAND OFFICE .AT C<EUR D'ALENE, IDAHO.
Sales of land subject to pre.emption entry.
Sales of mineral lands ... ................ .
Excess payments on homestead, timber·
culture, and other entries and locations ..
Homestead entries commuted to cash
under section 2301, Revised Statutes ....
Total cash eales .••.••..•••••.••.•.•.

7
8

7

1

23

783. 61
139. 22

$1,960.40
617. 35

10. 25

26.32

.[160. 00] .................•....• .
933. OS

400. 00
3,004.07

Original homestead efitries ...•.•.•••••.••.
23
3,215.17
249. 08
Final homestead entries .....•......•...•..
5
[596. 00]
51.00
Lands entered under the timber-culture
laws ...•.............................••.
2
320. 00
8. 00
Lands selected under grants to railroads ..
393
62,939.00 ·•·••• ..... .
.AJ?plications to purchase mineral lands . . .
20
Mmeral protests, adverse claims ......... .
13
Pre-em ption declaratory statements ...... .
33
Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara.
tory statements ......................••.
2 .••.•••••••••• ·•••••••••••
.Amoun~/eceived for reducing testimony
town ,mg ......•.••..•••....•....•...•...............•..•..•.....•.•••••••

220. 00

469. 08
51. 00

20.00
786. 00
200. 00
130. 00
99. 00

28.00
786. 00
200. 00
130. 00
99.00

6.00

6. 00

162.83

162.83

1,623.83

4,935. 98

tii~l::~!~ii:it~~: :: ::::::::::::::::: :::::::: :::::::::::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: ::::::

2,751.97

Total. ............................................................................ .

2,986.62

Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom ..•••...

514

67,407.25

308. 08

1:!alaries, fees, and commissions of register
13.40

221. 25
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Stafoment of business at local land offices dut·ing fiscal yea1· ended June 30, 1888-Continued.
LAND OFFICE A. T HA.ILEY, IDA.HO.
{The area in brackets .18 not included in the aggre~at.e by States, having been accounted for in the
·
original entries.]
Class of entry.

No.

Sales of land sub,iect to pre·emption entry.
Sales of mineral lands .................... .
Sales of Ketchum town lots .............. .
Excess payments on homestead, timber.
culture, and other entrie,i and locations.
Original entries under the desert land act.
Final entries under the desert land act ....
Homestead entries commuted to cash under
section 2301, Revised Statutes .......•...
Total cash sales .•....•...••......•..

Acres.

50
49

Commissions.

Amount.

6,983.33
810. 64

2 ••••••••••••• • ....................... .

$8,729.11
', 180. 00
30.00

18
58
48

73.05 ...................... ..
11,692.02 ....................... .
[9, 115. 89] ....................... .

9

[I, 426. 62] ....... ..... ........... .

1,783.26

234

19, 559. 04 . .. • .. .. . . . . . • .. . . .. .. . .

26, 831. 94

Original homestead entries .............. .
142
21,260.46
$809. 50
Final homestead entries ..............•.. .
53
[8, 162.4::!)
307.50
Lands entered under the timber.culture
laws . ... .. ......... .. .......... ... . ..... .
95
12,699.15
380. 00
.Applications to purchase mineral lands . .. .
42 ................. ........ .
.Applications to purchase Ketchum town
8
lots .............. . . -·····················
:Mineral protests, ad-verse claims ......... .
3
Pre-emption declaratory statements ...... .
164
Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara.
tory statements ........................ .
1 ................. .. ...... .
Amount received for reducing testimony
to writing .. . ............................... ... .................... ....... .
Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom ....... .

Fees.

742

53,518.65

1,497.00

91. 65
2,902.13

9,115.89

;$1, 365. 00

2,174.50
307. 50

820. 00
420. 00

1,200. 00
420. 00

24. 00
30. 00
492. 00

24. 00
30.00
492.00

3.00

3.00

983. 22

983. 22

4,137.22

32,466.16

Salaries, fees, and commissions of register
and receiver . ......................................................................... .

f;J~~!:i°!xt8fn°s~!~~~-:: :: ::::::::::: :::: :::::::: :::::::::::::: :::::::::::: :::::::·::::
Total. ................................................................ ... .......... -

4,887.34
9. 00
600.00

5, 496. 34

LA.ND OFFICE AT LEWISTON, IDAHO.

~:l::
~I \~~!e~~N!~~!~ ~~~·.~~.~~i~~ ~~~~~ :
Excess paym ents on homestead, timber.

culture, and other entries and locations .. •
Home.'itead entries commuted to cash
under section 2301, Revised Statutes ....

121

1
22

20,530.58
50.00

16, 4l31. 18
20. 00

66.17

52.83

11

(1,558. 78J ............ . ......... .

1,948.46

155

16,504.01 ................ ...... ..

22,604.21

Original homestead entries ............... .
138
21,022.09
788.13
1,340.00
:lt'inal homestead entries ..... ............ ..
98
(15, 542. ll9]
599. 35 .•••.•••••••
Lands ntered under the timber.cnlture
laws .... ................ .. .... ... . . ..... .
21
2, 319. 43
84. 00
165. 00
Final entries und r the timber-cul tnre laws.
4
(366. 82] ........... .
16.00
Application to purcbad mineral lands .. .
1
10. 00
Pre-emption declaratory statements .. .... .
270
810. 00
Soldi rs' and sailors' homtl&tead declar.
atory tat rn nt ....................... .
3. 00
1 ·············· ........... .
.Amoun~ _recoi-ved for redncing testimony
townbng . ... ... ......................................................... .
980. 95

2,~::i~

Total cash sales . . • . ...•.•....•.....

Total of all class a of ntriea and
amonnt received therefrom ....... .

688

39,8'5.53

1,471.48

3,324.95

24.9. 00
16. 00
10. 00
810. 00
3.00

980. 95
27,400.6'

ries, fee , and cotnmiaaiona of register

t~::~!:i~i:~:f.1:( ::::::::::::::::::: :::::::: :::::::::::::: :::::::::::~ ::::::::::::

4,743.41
52.34
333.35

Total ............................................................................. .

5,129.10
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Statement of business at local land offices duringfiscal yea1· ended_ June 30, 1888-Continued.
LANDS SOLD IN ILLINOIS.
[The area in brackets is not included in th~ ~ggregat~ by States, having been accounted for in the
or1gmal entries.J

Original swamp selections ..........••..•..
Pre.emption declaratory statements .......
Total of all classes of entries and
amount recei!'ed therefrom ......•.

Oommis·
sions.

.Acres.

No.

Class of entry.

10

1

11

1,579.59

.............

.............. ............... .
1,579.59

--··········

Fees.

Amount.

$2.00 .

$2. 00

2. 00

2. 00

LANDS SOLD IN INDIAN.A.
Excess payments on homestead, timber·
4. 69 . • • . . . • . . • • . . • • • • • • • • • • •
5. 86
culture, and other entries and locations..
1
Total cash sales ....••.•••..•.••...•. - - - - ·l----4-.6-9- ·.-.-.-..-.-...-.-.--1.1-.-..-.-.-..-.-.-.-._-i----5-.8-6
Original swamp selections . ..........•..•..
Pre-emption declaratory statements . . •....
Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom ....... .

63

10, 000. 00 ..••••..•.•..••••..•......•..•. . ••••
4. 00
4. 00

2 . . •. ..•..•. ... .•. .•• .••••.

----·l------l·-----1------1-----4.00

9. 86

15
1, 751. 85
1
2. 00
12 ·••···•···· ....•..••..••..••..••..••.

2,189.81
5. 00
7,510.44
200. 00

66

10,004.69 ........... .

LA.:ND OFFICE .AT DES MOINES, IOW.A.
Sales of land subject to pre•eroption entry.
Sales of land at publi<l auction ..•. _...... .
Sales of town lots ........................ .
Cash substitutions . ... ............. ... . ... .
Excess paym ents on homestead, timberculture, and other entries and locations..
Homestead entries commuted to cash un·
der section 2301, Revised Statutes . . . . . • .
Homestead entries commuted to cash un.
der section 2, act June 15, 1880 . . • . . • . . . .
Total cash sales . . . . . . . • . . . . • .. . . .. . .

2 --····-···· -· ·
9

44. 02

5

[391. 71 l

55.06

.................... .. · ·

1

80. 00

100. 00

45

1, 797. 87

10,796.02

----1------1-----·1------ - - - -

Original homestead ent,ries ...... ......... .
158
20,756.14
$563. 75
1, 375. 00
}'inal hom estead entries . ........ . .. . . ... .
18
71. 00 ... ........ .
11,422.14]
Lands entered under the timber.culture
60
.ii, 945. 80
240. 00
395. 00
laws.·· · · ···· ···-····· .. .. .............. .
Final entries under the tim her.culture laws_
15
I 1,201.26 J ••..........
60. 00
Lands selected under grants to railroads .. .
5
720. 00 .. ........ . .
38. 00
Pre·emption declaratory statements ... _.. .
128.
00
64 . ... ······ .. . •......... . ..
.Amoun~ teceivecl for reducing testimony
to wntmg .. ....... .. ... ... ..... ... .. ·· ·- .. .... .... ........... . .... -· .. ... .
39. 20
Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom ....... .

735. 71

1,938.75
71. 00
635. 00
60. 00
88. 00
128. 00
89.20

- - - - - - - - - - - - - -1------1- - - - 365

28,219.81

874. 75

2,035.20

13,705.97

Salaries, fees, and commissions ofregister

iii~:~::~Jx~tfs~!!i~~::::::::::::::: ~:: : ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

2,365.82
9. 45
416. 7f/-

Total. .•..•••••.•••••.•••••...•.•..........•..•.•.•.•••...........••... ~ ~ - 2 , 7 9 2 . 0 5
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Statement of buBineBB at local land officeB during.fiscal year ended June 30, 1888-Continued.
LA.ND OFFICE AT CONCORDIA, KANS.
[The area in brackets is not included in the. aigregate. by States, having been accounted for in tbe
origmal entries.]
Class of entry.
Sales of land subject to pre·emption entry.
Excess payments on homestead, timber·
culture, a_n d other entries and locations..
Homestead entries commuted to cash un·
- der section 2301, Revised Statutes.......
Total ctJsh sales . . . . . . . • . . . . . .. • . . . . .

No.

Commis·
sions.

Acres.

46

45

4, 558. 40 . • • • • • . . • . . . . • • . . . • . . . . .

Amount.
$5,698.01

1. 26 . • • • . • . • • • . . . • • . . . . • . • . •

1. 58

[5,502. 56) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . .. . . •

6,806.57

----1
------1-----------1----92
4, 559. 66 . . . .
. . . . . . . . . . •.
12, 506. 16

30
2,707.00
$84. 40
Original homestead entries .••.............
153
537. 68
Final homestead entries ...•••..••••....•..
f19, 713. 7:! I
Lancls entered under the timber·culture
28
3, 118. 58
112. 00
J.aws ......... .... ...... .... ............. .
44
[4,321.45) ..... ... . .. .
Final entries under the timber.culture laws.
Pre-emption declaratory statements ...... .
34 . . .........•.....•.. ·••·•·
Amount received for reducing testimony
to writing ..••.•...........••••...•........ . ......•.•••.....••.. ...........

Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom........

Fees.

381

10, 385. 24

734. 08

$200. 00

284. 40
537. 68

210. 00
176. 00
68. 00

32~. 00
176. 00
68. 00

698. 37

698. 37

1,352.37

14,592.61

i===l=====l= = = =l:::====I====
Salaries, fees, and commissions of register
and receiver . ................... .. ...... . . •.. . .• . .••••........ . . .. . . . ...... . ..•... .....
2,926.50

¥:td~!t!i°!x~!~~!~t~~~.:::::: :::::: ::::::: ~: :: :::: ::::::~: :::: :: ::~: :: :::::: 1-:::-::-:::::
:: 1M: ~~
--J..---Total.... . . • • • • . . • . . • • • . • . • • . . . • • . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

3, 040. 75

LAND OFFICE AT GARDEN CITY, KANS.
572,092.811

Sales of land subject to pre.emption entry.
Excess payments on h omestead, timber·
culture, and other entries ancl locations.
Homestead entries commuted to cash un·
der section 2301, Revised Statutes.......
Homestead entries commuted to cash un.
der section 2, act June 15, 1880 ... ...... .

2,844

444,470.75

165

369. 25

635.6t

[482,861.30)

629,220.40

Original homestead entries ............... .
Final homestead entries .................. .
L ands entered under the timber.culture
laws ................... . ........... ... . _
Final entries under the timber.culture
laws . ................................... .
Lands entered with military bounty.land
warrants ....... . .... . .............. ... .
Lands entered with private land scrip.
act December 20, 1886 ... ...• . .. ....•. ...
Osa~e Indian filings ...................... .
Pre-emption declaratory statements .. .... .
oldi rs' and sn.ilors' homestead declaratory statements . .... .... .. ............. .
Amount received for reducing testimony
to writing . ............................. .

1,923
357

301,823.86
[55,432.94)

9,237.09
18,990.00
1,8L3.08 .• ..•....•..

1,391

220, 953. 05

5, 564. 00

3,053

[160.

oo I ........... . ......... .. .

382. 00

----1------1
-----·1------ -----444, 840. 00 .•............... . .. ...• 1, 202, 330. 98
Total cash sales . ............ ....... . 6,063
13,870.00

28, 227. ~
1,813.08
19,434.00

4

l555. 80) . ••••..... ..

16. 00

16.ot

26

2,519.98 ..•.........

87. !JO

87. 00

oo I ........... .

4. 00
71:4.00
3,492.00

4.00
754. 00
3,492.00

1
377
1,746

[160.

109

Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom ....... . 11,997

970,296.89

16,614. 17

218. 00

218. 00

8,033.19

8,033.19

45,464.19 1,264,409.34

alari s, fe. , and commi ions of register
and r ce1ver .. .... . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. ...... ........ .. .
Exp o
of depo. iting . . .••.....•..••.....................................•.............
lucid ntal expense ..... ..••...••... .• •....... ... . .•.................•..•........•....•.

6,000. 0(1
2, ~51. 79
8,570.00

Total. . .....•.......•...•.•...••..............••......•.•...............•.•....•...

16,721.79

1

or Osage

trust and diminished re.
rve l nd.8 .....•. . ..•......... . .........

919

100, 345. 77 .•••..••••••..•......•.• 1, 193, 923. 66
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/

LAND OFFICE .AT INDEPENDENCE, KANS.
[The area in brackets is not included in the aggregate by States, having been accounted for int-be
original entries. J
Acres.

No.

Class of entry.
Sales ofland subject to pre-emption entry.
Cash substitution . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . • • . . . • • . . .
Homestead entries commuted to cash under section 2301, Revised Statutes.......

Commissions.

Fees.

3
2a9. 54 . • • • • • • • . . • . . •• • • • • • • • • .
1 . •. . . . . . . . . •. . . ••. . • . ••. •. . •. • . • . . • •. .
4

( 440. 00] . . . . • • . • • • • . . • . . . • . . . • . .

.A.mount.
$299. 44
200. 00
550. 00

~--1-----·1-----

----1---~-=--1-......a........

Tot.al cash sales . . . . . . . . . • . . . . • • . . . • .

8

289. 54 . . . . . . • . . . . . . • . . • • • . . • . .

$27. 62
883. 07
11
Original homestead entries ............•...
37. 62
13
(1,344. 38J
Final l1omestead entries .....•.•...•......
Lands entered under the tim her-culture
4. 00
132. 72
laws .....................•....... ..•....
Final entries under the timber-culture
L143. 50] . ..•.•••••..
1
Jaws ................................... .
1 ......................... .
Osage ceded filings ...................•.•..
19
Usage trust and diminished reserve filings
27
Pre-emption declaratory statements ... . . .
.A.ruomJt received for reducing testimony
to writing ............•.•••.•• . .....•.•.......•.......................•.•..

Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom ..•...•.

81

69.24

1,255.33

1, 049. 44

$70. 00

97. 62
a7.62

10. 00

14. 00

4. 00
2. 00
38. 00
54. 00

4. 00
2. 00
38. 00
54. 00

201. 08

201. 08

379. 08

1,497. 76

Salaries, f~es, and commissions of register
and receiver ... ..... .. .............• . .•....•.....••••.•....•........••...•...•......••.
¥nxc'fct~:i!1°l:;Ei!!!i~~::::::::::::: ::::::: ::::: ::: :::::::::::::: :::::: :::::: ::::::::::::

1,703.68
2. 40
248. 00

Total. ......•.•.....•...•.....••.......•..••. · ······· ·•···· ······ ·•···· ······ ···•··

1,954.08

Cash sales and interest Osage trust and
diminished reserve lands................
47
3,070.49 .•..•..••••..••••.••.•..
Cash sales and interest Osage ceded lands. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ......•..•..•.•........

15,689.51
32. 26

LAND OFFICE .AT KIRWIN, KANS.
Sales ofland subject to pre-emption entry .
Excess payments on homestead, timberculture, and other entries and locations.
Homestead entries commuted to cash under section 2301, Revised Statutes . ..... .
Homestead entries commuted to cash under section 2, act of" June 15, 1880 •.•••••

392

44,720.77

41

49.47

Total cash sales ..••...........•..••.

810

374
3

57, OOL. 67
61. 85

(51, 031. 46] ..••••••••••.•••.•.••...
[400. 00] . • •.. • • . . •• • •••••...••.
44,770.24

65, 1.38. 44
465. 00
122,666.96

Or-iginal homestead entries ....... •••..... .
245
33,497.86
917. 84
Final homestead entries ............. . .... .
528
[ 78, 063. 45 J
2,027.85
Lands entered under the timber-culture
laws ......•........ ...... . ... ...... . ....
223
30,668.61
892. 00
Final entries under the timber-cultme
laws ... .... ........ .. .. ....... •... .......
74
[10,679. 74] ..•..••..•..
Lands entered with military bounty-land
warrants .......•........ . .............•
2
160. 00 .•••• •. •••••.
Lands selected under grants to railroads ..
437
69,865.18 ··•••••••••·
Pre-empt-ion declaratory statements . . .... .
344
Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declaratory statements ..•......................
2 . ••••••••••••• ••••••••••••
.A.moun~ _received for reducing testimony
to writing . ............•..•••..•••.....•. . .. .. ... .. .........••.. . ..........

2,175.00

3,092.84
2,027.85

1,970.00

2,862.00

296. 00

296. 00

4. 00
873. 00
688. 00

4. 00
!!73. 00
688. 00

4. 00

4. 00

887. 11

887.11

6, 897. 11

133, 401. 76

f~i~~::~1:;i~:i~~~:::::::::: ~ :::::::::::::::::::::::: : :::::::::::::::::: ::::::::

6,000.00
169. 65
2,420.12

Total •.....••••.••.••..•••.•.•...••.••.......••.....•...•...•.....................

8,589.77

Total of all classes of entrieR and
amount received therefrom.. . ... ..

2,665

178,961.89

3,837.69

Sa!aries, fe:es, and commissions of register

•
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Statement of business at local land offices du1'ing fiscal yca1· ended June 30, 1888-Continu
LAND OFFICE .A'r LARNED, KANS.
rThe area in brackets is not included in the aggregate by States, having been acconnkd for in th
original entries.]

Class of entry.
Sales ofland subject to pre-emption entry.
Excess payments on homestead, timberculture, and other entries and locations.
Homest~ad entries commuted to cash under sect.ion 2301, Revised Statutes ..... .
Total cash sales .................... .

Commissions.

.Acres.

No.

150-

Fees.

21,966.64

$32,059.•

15

21. 38

46. 47

218

[32, 560. 36]

47,215.40

--------1-----l·--·---l-----383
21,988.02 . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. .. .. .. • . .
79,320, 2l

25, 165, 81
Original 11omestead entries ...........•....
176
$920. 98
Final homestead entries . ................. .
120
fl 7,927.86)
625. 77
Lands entered under the timber-culture
laws ................................. ..
24,487.99
164
6:-6. 00
Final entries under the timber-culture
Jaws .................................... .
(1,760. ()(l;J .......... ..
11
Lands entered with military bounty-land
(160. 001 .......... ..
warrants .... .. ...... . .............. .... .
l
556
Osage trnst and diminished reserve filings.
135
Pre-emption declaratory statements ... .. .
Soldiers' and sailors' homestead decla.ra.
3 ........................ ..
tory statements . ......... . ............ ..
.Amount r eceived for reducing testimony
to w1·iting ..•................................................. . .....• ..... .

Total of all classes of entries aucl
amount, received therefrom... .. ...

Amount.

1,549

2,202.75

71,641.82

$1,610.00

2,630. Oll
(;25. i7

1,550.00

2,206.00

44. 00

44. 00

4.00
J,112.00
270. 00

4. 00
1,112.00
270. 00

6. 00

G. 00

1,203.51

1,203.51

5,799.51

87,322.47

Salaries, fees, and commi ssions of register
and receiver ......................................................................... ..
Incidental expenses . ...................... .. . .. ........................ ......... . .... .

4, 5 !). 0

Total. ..... ..................... .......... .. .. .. ...................... . ........... .

9,839.0

Cash sales Osage trust and diminish cl
reserve lands............................

1, 071

5,250.00

146, 119. 29 : . • .. .. .. . .. . • .. . . . . .. • .

280, 906. 66

LAND OFI!'ICE .AT OBERLIN, KANS.

~

Rales of Janel subject to pre-emption entr:y .[
139,300.49 ···········- .............
934 1
Excess payments on home tead, timberculture, and other entries :ind locations .
89
153. 58 .............. ...............
Homestead entries commutecl to cash nuder section 2ao1, Revise<l 'tatntes . ...... !, 400
[217, 886. 301 ............. ............
Homestead entries commuted to ca h under section 2, act June 15, 1880 .........
7
11,120.001 ............. . .............
2,480

139,454.07

Original homestead entries................
Final homestead ntries...... . . . . .. . . . . . . .
Lands entered under the timber-culture
laws .......... ........ .... . . . ........... .
Final entries under the timber-cultur

1,132
256

173,079. 76
l40, 051. 34)

5,016. 00
1, 102. 92

126, 898. 92 1

3, 220. 00

805

Land entered with military bounty-land
warrants . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .
Pr emption de laratory statcm nt . . . ... .

2
93

207. 49
279,033.26
1,890.00

----·

............... ....... .......

Total cash sales ............. ........

Jaw ................................... .

178,892.29

460,023.04
15,961.00
1,102.92

10,945.00

..............
,. ,,._,. I

11,190.00

(959.15) 1 ......... ..

24.00

24.00

320. 00 . .......... .

.00
], 876. 00

8. 00
1,876.00

1........................ ..

i~ rs~/n! n~llo~'- ~-o-~_e_s_t_ ~~. ~~~'. ~~: _ 22 __ _... _. : . _._· I·._._. __ .. _.
..~·::~r,r.r:~ d '~'. '.. d_"__;,_.-' •• 'h'.'~~:....... -.. -.... .. -...........··i
9,338.92

I

44. 00

5,227.72 I

5,227.72

26,094.721

495, 4 6. 68

44. oo

6,000.00
683. 70
3,115.98

To

9,799.68
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LAND OFFICE .AT SALIN.A., KANS.
fThe area in brackets is not included in the aggregate by States, having been accounted for in the
original entries.]

No.

Class of entry.
Sales ofland suQject to pre.emption entry.
Excess payments on homestead, timber.
culture, and o.t her entries and locations.
Homestead entries commuted to cash Uil·
der section 2301, Revised Statutes. .. ....
Total cash sales ........•...•. .• •••••

Acres.

Commissions.

57

6, 568. 91 . . • . • • . . • • • . . • • • • • . • • • . .

13

44. 88 . .•. • . •••••• . ••• •• .••• •.

50

l6,333.55)

. •• • • • . •• . • • . . • • • • . •• • • .

.Amount.
$13, 705. 97
82. 74
13, 587. 78

- - - - - - - - - - - - ------·-1·- --27, 376. 49
120

6, 613. 79 .•••••.......• •••..• ·.•..

12,522.85
$604. 29
Oriiinal homestead entries .......••...•• :-;
96
1,356.63
Final homestead entries . ....•••......•....
l28, 571. 68]
213
Lands entered under the timber-culture
304. 00
laws .. ............ ...................... .
8,687.68
76
Final entries under the timber.culture
laws ..................... .. ..... .. .....•.
[2, 328. 20] .••..•......
22
91,548.41 ..•••..•••.•
Lands selected under· grants to railroads ..
572
Pre.emption declaratory statements ..... .
67
Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declaratory statements .......... , .............. .
1 ·············· .......... ..
Amount received for reducing testimony
to writing ............. . ..........................••.••..•.......••.....••.

Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom........

Fees.

1,167

119,372.73

2, 264-. 92

$805. 00

], 409. 29
], 356. 63

585. 00

889. Ot)

88. 00
1,144.00
134-.00

1, ]44. 00

-

88. 00
134. 00

2.00

2. 00

914. 55

t)14.55

3,672.55

33,313.96
5, 64-0. 30
26. 30
284. 95
5,951.55

LAND OFFICE _.AT TOPEKA, KANS.
Sales of land subject to prt:1•emption entry.
Homestead entries commut-ed to cash un.
der section 2301, Revised Statutes ...... .

3

Total cash sales ............•..•.....

4

Original homestead entries .......•......•.
Final homestoad entries ................. ..
Lands entered under the timber.culture
laws .................................... .
Final entries under the timber.culture
laws ................................... .
Pre.emption declaratory statements . ..••..
Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara·
tory statements ........................ .
Amoua~ _received for reducing testimony
to wnt1ng .... ............. .. ........... .

8

31
2

2

400. 00

(85. 85) ·••••••••••· .••..•... .•.

214. 63

160. 00 ...................... ..

614-. 63

24. 52

45. 00

69. 52
. 103.16

10. 00

18. 00

8. 00
4. 00

8. 00
4. 00

--------1-----·I--·---- - - - - 490.58
[2,345.05]

120. 00

103.16
8, 00

f114.44-] .......... ..

2 .......................... ,

1 .............. ············

1'ota.l ot all r.lasses of entries and
amount received therefrom ....... .
Salaries, fees, and commissions of register

160. 00 ...................... ..

50

-

770. 58

2.00

2. 00

99. 75

99. 75

135. 68

¥~:i~1:~~!1~i~:li~~~:: : : : : : : : : : ==
:::::::: ::::::::::::::
. . . . . . . .::::::::::::
. . . . . .::::::::::
. . . . ·.::.
Total. .......•...•..••..••.•••..•••..

Cash sales, Kansas trust and diminished
reserve lands . ..•.. .. ....................

919. 06

----==:===l=====I====

10

905. 64 .....••..•.. ······••••··

1,397.72
.,.4. 50
387.10
1,789.32
6,658.30
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Statement of business at local land o:ffioes clU?·ing fiscal year ended June 30, 1888-Continued.
LAND OFFICE AT WA KEENEY, KANS.
(The area in brackets is not included in the aggregate by States, having been accounted for in the
original entries. j

Class of entry.

No.

Sales of land subject to pre.emption entry .
Excess payments on homestead, timber·
culture, ancl other entries and locations .
Homestead entries commuted to cash un.
der section 2301, Revised Statutes . ..... .
Homestead entries commuted to casli un.
der section 2, act June 15, 1880 ..... .•••. .

2,079

320,350.23

190

570. 29

Total cash sales . . . . . . . . . .• . . . . . •. . . .

Commissions.

Acres.

2,276

Fees.

.Amount.
$434, 368. 31
989. 53

[347, 923. 921 ..• •••.... . . . ..•...•.•• .

477, 03L 90

3

[ 480. 00] .•...••.•....•.••..••••.

558. 00

4,548

320, 920. 52 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

912, 947. 74

----1------1------- - - - - - - -

319, 713. 99
Original homestead entries............ . . . 2,057
L72,147.76J
Final homestead entries . .. ... . .. . .. . . . . . . .
462
L ands entered under the timber.culture
269,684.47
laws . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, 708
Final entries under the timber.culture
[3,439.24]
laws ............................... . ~ .. .
22
Lands entered with military bounty.land
[600. 00]
warrants ............................... .
6
Pre.emption declaratory statements . . . . . . 1, 450
Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara.
tory statements ........................ .
92 ...... ·••·····
Amount received for reducing testimony
to writing .. ....... ..•..•. ......... ....... ..... .. ........•... .

Total of all classes of entries and

$12, 323. 64 $20, 150. 00
2,633.77 ........... .

32,473.64
2, ~33. 77

16,930.00

23,762.00

.••... . .....

88. 00

88.00

........... .

16. 00
2,900.00

16. 00
2,900.00

6,832 . 00

f

·· • ······ ·· •· ·

184. 00

184. 00

4,403. 85

4,403. 85

----1------1------1--·---- - - -

"·l:1~;;~~~::; ;,:~;~;~~~~~ 10,_''.' ·...:':· ::·.'.'

979,409.00

::'89:~1 ..·:·. ~:: 85

r:i~~~t:i°!xtefn°s~!~~~. ::::::::::: :::: :::: :::::::: :::::::: ::: :: · :::::: ::::: : :::::::::::

6,000.00
1,220.35
6,534.60

Total. ......••............................... . ......•.. .... ...... .......... ··

l::l, 754. 95

LAND OFFICE AT WICHITA, KA.NS.
Sales of land subject to private entry. ... .
Sales of land subject to pre·emption entry.
Excess payments on homestead, timber·
culture, and other entries and locations.
Homestearl entries commuted to cash
under section 2301, Revised Statutes....
Total cash sales ........••....•• ..•..
Original horuestead entries ...•.........•..
Fin..tl homestead entries ...••......... ....
Lands entered-under the timber-culture
laws ····- · ·····---······················
Final entries under the timber-culture
laws .... ......................... . ...•..
Osage filings . ....•.... . ...................
Pre-emption declaratory statements ...... .
Amoun~ ~eceived for reducing testimony
to wnting .............................. .
Total of all classes of entries and
amount receiv d therefrom ....... .
lari , fee , and commissions of register

10
16

1,244.64 .••••• • .•. .. . .•• •. •••...
1,991.69 ..•..• ..••.. .•••.. ......

G

6. 93 .......... .. .•••.. .•• . ..

10. 80

34

[4,739. 39J . .. . . . . .•. .. . .. . . . .•....

7, 109.10

66

3,243.26 ...•.. ···•·· ..•.••.•....

12, 584. 25

- - - - - - - - - -1- - - - -1·- - - 56
56

6, 599.61
(7,404. 93J

252. 80
255. 90

435. 00

G87. 80
255. 90

35

4, 504. 22

140. 00

295. 00

435. 00

60. 00
114. 00
88. 00

60. 00
114. 00
88.00

437.05

437. 05

1,429.05

14,662.00

15
fl, 901. 04) ..••..•••••.
57 ...... ..... .. . .•..•.......
44

-------------------- ----329

14,347.09

648. 70

- - -- = =

iJ:n: :~~l:i>~!i~~::::::::~:::::::::: :::::::: :::::::::::::: :::::::::::: ::::::::::::
Total ..... • .••••..••.•.••••••.••..•. .

asb

I ,0

1,955.80
3,508.49

== ......................................

g Indian lands ..•.•...... . - - -6,707. 13 .•.... ~ .•• . • . . . . . . .

2,820.53
20.05
1,072.80
3,913.38
30,839.59

PUBL!C LANDS.
Statement of business at local land offices during fiscal year ended June .30, 1888-Continued.
LAND OFFICE AT NATCHITOCHES, LA.
[The area in brackets is not included in the aggregate b:y States, having been accounted for in the
original entries.J
Class of entry.
Sales of lan(l subject to private entry......
Sales of Fort .Jessup milit.,ryreservation..
Excess payments on homestead, timber·
culture, and other entries and locations.
Homestead entries commuted to cash un·
der section 2301, Revised Statutes.......
Total eash sales.................... .

Acres.

No.

Salaries, fees, and commissions of register
and receiver ......... •... ..... .........•.
Expenses of depositing .................•..
Incidental expenses .......•••••..• •••..••.

Fees.

.A.mount.

11

83,472.27
646. 88

$159, 563. 27
934.40

131

126. 02

195. 61

327

1

[40. 00) .••••.••.•....••.. ······

----1------1·-----1--·---470

84,245.17

Original homestead entries ......•........ .
41,804.29
349
11]
Final homestead entries .................. .
[12,796.30]
Lands entered with private land scrip ... .
4,252.87
63
Lands selected under grants to railroads ..
8,164.34
51
.A.mount received for reducing testimony
to writing . .. ... ..........•......•... ..........................
Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom . . .. . ..

Commissions.

1,044

138,466.67

$1, 392. 94
$2, 850. 00
381. 48 .... ····· . ..
102. 00

1,774.42

50. 00
160,743.28
4,242.94
381.48

. ---.. - . ---....

102. 00

536. 35

536. 35

3, 488. 35

166, 006. 05

====l=====l====•l=====t,====
6,000.00
28. 52
398. 55

Total. .............. •...•.•.•..•••.....•...•............•. .

6,427.07

LAND OFFICE AT NEW ORLEANS, LA.

-----------------------------------------------------Sales of land subject to private entry ...•.
Sales of land an bj ect to pre.emption entry.
Supplemental payment ..............•.....
Excess payments on homestead, timber.
culture, and other entries and locations .
Homestead entries commuted to cash nn·
der section 2301, Revised Statutes ..... .
Homestead entries commuted to cash un.
der section 2, act .June 15, 1880 .••..•....

2,041
6
1

347,613.58
734.44
21. 37

682

1, 937.17

Total cash sales .••••..•.••. ....•••.

2,748

8

10

469,120.57
918. 03
5. 35
2,451.20

[856. 82) . •• • . • •• •• •. . . . . • . . . •• . .

1,057. 78

[860. 74) ...• •• ...•.. ..•••. .•• . . .

981. 62

..-.-.-._-i--4-74-,-5-3_4__5-5
350,306.56 .••••• ··-· .. ~ -

Original homestead entries .••......... . ...
880
119,607.07
3,078.28
8, 045. 00
11, 123. 28
Fiual homestead entries .. ...........•....
138
[18,776.49]
472.16
472.16
Lands entered under the timber-culture
laws .................................... .
11,469.63
80
770. 00
1,090.00
320. 00
Lands entered with military bounty.land
warrants ..........•.... ................
12
905.10 . • • . . . • . . . • .
27. 00
27. 00
Lands entered with private land scrip ....
137
11,180.84 .••..•....•..••......•....•.•••..•••
Lands entered with Supreme Court scrip ..
29
State selections swamp indemnity ..•.•....
80
State selections school indemnity .... . .•...
117
18, 676. 54 . • • • • • . • • • • .
231. 00
231. 00
Pre emption declaratory statements ...... .
39 . . . . . . • . . . . • • . . . . • • . . • • • . .
78. 00
78. 00
Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara·
tory statements ........... , ............ .
10. 00
10. 00
5
·••·••••••••••
·••••••·•••·
Amount received for reducing testimony
to writing ........••......................•...........•.........•••......•.
246. 97
246. 97

1gtu~ :::::::::::: ·····jao."oo· ······i6o."oo

Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom . . . . . . .

4, 265

626,441.09

3,870.44

9, 567. 97

487, 972. 96

Salaries, fees, and commissions of register
In~~fe~~!i~!;·e~;~;::::::: :::::: :::: :: :::: : : ::: : : : :::::: :: :::::: : :: :: : :: : ::: :::::: ::::::

6,000.00
3,630.00

Total. ............••.••••••••••••.••...•........•.•..........••................. -..

9. 630. 00
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Statement of business at local land offices dnring.fiscal year ended June 30, 1888-Continued.
LAND OFFICE AT DETROIT (NOW GRAYLING), MICH.
[The area in brackets is not included in th~ ~ggregat.e by States, having been accounted for in th&
or1gmal entr10s. i
Class of entry.

No.

Sales of land subject to private entry • • • . .
Sales ofland subject to pre.emption entry.
Sales of Detroit Arsenal lots . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Homestead entries commuted to cash un.
der section 2301, Revised Statutes.......

Acres.

Commis·
sions.

Fees.

Amount.

45
3, 297. 25 . . • . . • . . . • • . . • • • • • . . • . . .
1
160. 00 . ••• •• . •• • •. • • •• . • • . . • . .
1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .• . . . . . . . . .

$4,121.61
200. oo
575. oo

4

[360. 00 I . . . • . • . • . • . . . • • • • • . . . . . .

450. oo

51

3, 457. 25 . • • • . • . • • • • • . • • • • • . • • • • .

5, 3m. 61

Original homestead entries ............... .
22
2, 487. 01
$63. 81)
$175. 00
Final homestead entries ..........•.•.•....
26
[2, 923. 61)
73. ::io ........... .
Pre.emption declaratory statements ..... .
17 .••..•••••.... ... .. .... ...
34.00
Amoun~ ~ecein,d for reducing testimony
to writing .............•....• ....................
58. 25

238. 80
73.30
34. 00

Total cash sales . . . . . • . . • . . . . . . . . . . . .

----1------i------1------l· - - - -

Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom ..••••.

116

5,944.26

137.10

58. 25

267. 25

5,750.90

Salaries, fees, and commissions of register
and receiver . . • . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
IncidAntal expenses . ...................... . .•. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. ...... ...... .... . .

1, 176. 28
255. 25

Total................................ . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . •• • • • . . . . . .

1,431. 53

------1-----

LAND OFFICE AT EAST S.AGIN.A W (NOW GR.AYLING), MICH.
Sales of land subj Pct to private entry......
Excess p,1ymfl1Jts on homestead, timber.
culture, and other entries aud locations ..
Hom estead c·ntries commuted to cash un·
der sectiou 2!101, Revised Statutes.. .....
Homestead t>ntl'il:!S <"om muted to cash un·
der section 2, act June 15, 18' 0 . ... • . . . .• .
Total cash sales . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

43

2,394.93 . •• • • • •••••• . •• • . • •. •• • .

1

5. 40 .••• •• .•• ••• .••••• •••• •.

2,993.67

6. 75

5

[520. 00 J . . . . . . • •• • • • . • •• • • •• . . • .

850. 00

43. 00

[40. 00] . . •. •. . .. • .• . .•• .• .•. • .

----1------1-----·1-----i--·--

Original homestead entries ....•...........
Final homestead entries ... ............... .
Amount received for reducing testimony
to writing .......... ....... .. . .. .. ...... .
Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrolll . .. .•••.

50

2, 400. 33

40
44

4, 259. 24
l5, 674. 47]

134

6,659.57

. •• •. . •• . • . . • • • • • . • • . •.

3, 893. 42

106. 47
305. 00
141. 87 . . • . . . • . . • . .

411. 47
141. 87

248. 34

146. 90

140. !IO

-151. 90

4,593.66

Salaries, fees, and commissions of register
anl1 1·eceiver.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . • . . . . . .......... .
¥nx!d~~:1°~:;Ei:!~i~~::::::::::::::::::: : ·::::: :: : : : : : : : : : : : : : · : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : · ·

1, 20-1. 75
5. 25
106. 87

Total ..•.••...... ..... ....... ..•. ... . . ........................................ : ....

1,430. 7

LA.ND OFFICE AT GRA.YLING, MICH.

I

a.lesofland subject to privat entr7 ......
Exce s paymenl on home tead, t1mb r.
culture, and other entries and lo ations..
Hom t d entri II commuted to ca h un.
der . ection 2301, Revised tatutes ....... ,_
Total a.sh

Total of all cla
amount r iv

411.17 .••••. .••... . ••..•.•••••

513. 97

2

9. 21 .• • • . . .•. •• . .••• •. .••.••

23. 03

_:_,___fl_6_0_.O_O_,] _.•_._••_._._••_••_. _._··_·_··_·_·_·._._. _ _2_0_0._0_0

Jes . ..•.• .. .......... .. .

stead entries............... .
J!'inal hom
d ntrie . . .. . . . . . ....... .. . 1
Pr · mptio4 d claratory stat m n . . . . . . .
A~o!nJthl iv d for redocin~
timony

11

15

1

420. 38 ..•••.. •.••. .•• . . . .•. . ••

111
14, 680. 09
655. 51
955. 00
25
[2,916.52]
71. 91 .••• •• . . •. .•
7 . • • . . . . . . •• • • . . • • . . • • . • • • .
14. 00
. . . . . • . •. . . .
.
109 75

1

737. 00
1, 610. 51
71. 91
14. 00
.
109 75

s of ntri and
tber from ....... .
1,113.92
1.40

323. 85

........................................................ . .....

1,439.17
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Statement of business at local land offices during fiscal year ended June 30, 1888-Continued.
LAND OFFICE AT :MARQUETTE, MICH.
lThe area in brackets 1s not included in the aggregate by States, having been accounted for in the
original entries.]
·
Class of entry.

Acres.

No.

Commissions.

Fees.

Amount.

$46,763. 17
37,410.45
321
Sales of land subject to private entry.....
3,663.34,
2,415.11
Sales of land subject.to pre-emption entry.
18
50. 00
Additional payment............ . ..........
1
Excess payments on homestead, timber94.07
culture, and other entries and locations.
16
66. 88 ........... . ........... .
Homestead entries commuted to cash un·
der section 2301, Revised Statutes.......
29
[4,221.761 . .•. . . .••• .• ... . • . ••.• •.
5,727.20
1
1
Total cash ~les ..................... __3_8_5_ 1_ _ _
39-,-89_2_.-44- ·.-.-."""
••- . - .• -•- .••
--1__-_-.••-.••-.-.-. _ _
5_!!,_2_9-7.-7-8
41,647.75
$2, 785. 00
$1, 250. 68
319
Original homestead entries ........•..•.•.
845. 80 ........... .
129, 780.11)
Final homestead entries .................. .
210
Lands entered with military bounty-land
warrants...............................
38
4, 119. 54 . • • • • • . • • • • .
111. 00
Lande entered with private land scrip .. ..
15
1, 400. 56 . . .. .. . • • • • . . • • . . ......
Pre-emption declaratory statements. . . . . . .
216 ...•..•••..• _. . . • • • • . . • • • •
432. 00
.Amount received for reducing testimony
.
1,376.09
to wrHing .... . .................................. _
........................ . .

Total of a.II cla-sses of entries ancl
amount received therefrom.......

1,183

87,060.29

2,096.48

4,704.09

Salaries, fees, and commissions of rea;ister

4,035.68
845. 80
111. 00
432.00
1,376.09
63,098. 35

¥n~u~:1!!:~ii:!ii~~: :::::::: ::::::::::: ::::: ::::::: :~:::::::: :::::::::::: :::::: ::::::

6,000.00
22.05
695.12

Total. ............................................................................ .

6,717.17

LAND OFFICE AT REED CITY, MICH.
Sales of land subject to private entry ..• _.
Sales of land subject to pre·emption entry.
Sales of land at public auction ..•.........
Excess payments on homestead, timbercnlture, and other entries and locations.
Homestead entries commuted to cash un·
der seotion 2301, Revised Statutes ...... .

11

12

[1, 334. 59) . • . • . . . . • . .. . ......... ..

1,668.24

Total cash sales .••....•••••.••.•.••.

35

1,373.40 ...................... ..

. 4,852. 04

2
6

4

614. 42
317. 04
405. 55

768. 03
396. 30
1,973.98
45.49

36. 39

Original homestead entries .•••..........•.
6,593.51
181. 87
60
]'inal homestead entries .........•...... . ..
154. 57
[7,415.96)
72
Pre-emption declaratory statements . .... .
1 ......................... .
Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declaratory statements ........................ .
2 ............. . ........... .
Amount received for reducing testimony
to writing ................................................... .
Total of all classes of ent1ies and
amounts received therefrom ..... .

170

7,966.91

336. 44

485. (.)0
2. 00

666. 87
154. 57
2.00

4. 00

4.00

312. 45

312.45

803. 45

5,991. 93

Salaries, fees, and commissions of register

¥nit~1::~1:;ti:iti~~:::::::::::::::::::: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~:: : ::::::::::::
Total. .............................. . ..................... .

1,561.92
7. 20
249. 94
1,819.06
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Statement of business at local land offices during fiscal yea,· ended June 30, 1888-Continue
LAND OFFICE AT BENSON, MINN.
[The area in brackets is not included in the aggregate by States, having been accounted for in the
original entries. l
Class of entry.

No.

Acres.

Sales of land subject to private entry ..... .
Sales ofland subject to pre.emption entry.
Excess payments on homestead, timber·
culture, and other entries and locations.
Homest.ead entries commuted to cash un·
der section 2301, Revised Statu~es ...... .

3
18

Total cash sales ..........••..••.... .

31

3

Commis.
sions.

160. 00
1,830.98

71. BO

49. O<i
l800. OV] ............. .......... .

379

2,040.02 .•••••.••••.

15,526.47

Amount.
$350.00
2,795.50

$235. 27
5,953.43
57
Original homestead entries ...•...•.••.....
776.14
Final homestead entries ..•.......•••......
[21,186.04]
161
Lands entered under the timber:culture
228. 00
7,413.02
57
· laws .......•••............... . ..........
Final entries under the timber.culture
(3, 609. 88 j •••••••••••.
laws .......••............................
28
120. 00 .••••••••••.
1
Lands entered with private land scrip ... .
42 ••••••••••.•••.••.•••••••.
Pre.emption declaratory statements ...... .
Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara.
2 ........... ... .......... .
tory statements ......... ........•......•
A.mount received for reducing testimony
to writing ........... .. .••......•.•.••.....•.... •. •. •............•.........

Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom .....••.

Fees.

1,239.41

l, 250. 00
4,467.30

$400.00

635. 27
776. 14,

480. 00

708. 00

112. 00
3. 00
84. 00

112. 00
3. 00
84.00

4. 00

4. 00

649.15

M9.15

1,732.15

7,438.86

Salaries, fees, and commissions of register
and receiver ... ........ .. .......•••.. ..•..........................•.•..•............•..
¥nxJl~~~t:i°txtefn~~!i.~~:::::::::::::::::::: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : :

3,216.94
5.40
252. 00

Total ..•.. : ....................................................................... .

3,474.34

CASH BALES SIOUX INDIAN LANDS.

Pre.emptions .••••...••..•••••...••.. .•••..

16

1,442.10 ••••••.•••• . •••.• •••·••·

1,839.71

LAND OFFICE AT CROOKSTON, MINN.
Sales ofland subject to private entry ..... .
Sales of land subject to pre.emption entry .
Additional payments .................... ..
Excess payments on homestead, timber.
culture, and other entries and locations .
Homestead entries commuted to cash un.
der section 2301, Revised Statutes ...... .
Total cash sales .•• ••. . .•......•.....

31
91

2
44

11,299.49 . • •• . • • . . . • . . • • . • • •• • • • .
(320. 00] • • • • • • • • • • • . . • • • . • • • • • . .
4,626.74
116. 33 . • • • • • . • • • .. . • • . • • . • . . . .

23

[3,418.00] •• • • • • . .• . . . . . • . . . . .. . ..

4,870.28

191

15, 942. 66 . . . . . • • • • . • . . • . . . . . • • • . .

30, 110. 04

Original homestead entries . ..........•....
75,316.48
510
2,739.63
Final homestead ntries .................. .
(78, 273. 99)
508
3,003.59
Lands entered under tbe timber.cultul'e
laws .. . .. ....•.. .. ........... ........ ....
125
10, 323. 70
500. 00
Final entries under the timber.culture
laws ...........•........ , ... .... ........ .
4
(560. 00] •.••••••••••
Pr · mption declaratory statements ..•. ...
397
· ldi Ts' and sailors' home t ad declara·
tory statements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1 ......................... .
Amount received for reducing testimony
to writing ................................•....•...•.••.........•••••......
Total of nil cl es of ntri and
amount r c ived ther from........

16,291.35
400. 00
8,370.23
118. ts

············:··
···x······

1, 742

110,582. 7i

6,243.22

...............

4,870.00

7,609.63
3,003.69

1,225.00

1,725.00

16. 00
794. 00

16.00
794. 00

2. 00

2.00

1,262.87

1,262.87

8,160.87

44,523.13

-- ---

l=====l====!·= ===l====
6, 000.1)0

Total

······················· ........................................................ .
..................................................... ············ ············

2L 70
975. 70

6,99'UO

I
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Statement of business at locg,l land offices during fiscal year ended June 30, 1888-Continued.
LAND OFFICE A.T DULUTH, MINN.

lThe area in brackets is not included in the aggregate by States, having been accounted for in the
original entries.]

Class of entry.

Acres.

No.

Commis.
sions.

Fees.

Amount.

Sales ofland subject to private entry......
187
16, 597. 97 . . . • • • . • . . . . . • . . . . . . . • • . $28, 295. 00
Sales of land subject to pre.emption entry.
221
33, 143. 07 . • • . . • . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . • . .
41, 569. 68
Supylemtmtal payments. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
6
3.10 . . •. . ••. . .• . ...••. ...•••
8. 36
Exces~ payments on homestead, timber·
culture, and other entries and locations.
56
349. 56 . ••••• •. . • • . ...••• .••••.
640. 20
Homestead entries commuted to cash un·
der section 2301, Revised Statutes.......
89
[13,581.11) .••••• •••• •. .••• •• .•.•..
17,237.68
Homestead entries commuted to cash un.
der section 2, act June 15, 1880 . . . . . • • • . •
[160. 00) . . . . . • . . • • • . . • . • • • . . . . • .
200. 00
1
Total cash sales .. .•.••.•...•••...••. ---56_0_1___5-0,-0-9-3-.7-0-I-.-.-. .-.-.,. . :.-.-.-. .· -. .-.-.-. .-.-.-. .-.-. ~-8-7-,9-5-0-.-92"
64,354.52
$1,773.35
469
Original homestead entries .........••.....
230. 95
61
r5, 861.131
. Final homestead enLries .................. .
Lands entered with military bounty.land
80. 00 .•.......•..
2
warrants .. .................... .......•..
33. 75 ...•.....•..
1
Lands entered with Valentine scrip ...... .
599. 75
5
Lands entered with Sioux: half.breed scrip.
22,160.84 ::::::::::::
142
State selections, school indemnity ....... .
276 . . • . • • . • • • . • • . . • • • • . . • • • • •
Pre-emption declaratory statements....... .
Amom,t received for reducing testimony
to writing .......................•..................•.•...•................

$4, 310. 00

6, 083. 35
230. 95

2.00
1.00

2.00
1.00

·····2s4:oo·
······2s4:oo
55'.?. 00
552. 00
2,152.11

2,152.11

7,301.11

97,256.33

Total ..••.....••••.••...•••• . ••...•.......•..•••••..•..••.....• , ........••.....•..

7,145.50

Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom . . . . • . .

1, 516

137,922.56

2,004.30

====l:=====l:= ====I===== ______
Salaries, fees, and commissions of register
·
6,000.00
and receiver . . • . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . • . • • • • . . . . . . • • . . •.....•...............•.....•.•......
Incidental expenses ......•.••...•...•..••...........•...•............•..................
], 145. 50

LAND OFFICE AT FERGUS FALLS, MINN.
Sales of land subject to pre.emption entry.
Excess payments on homestead, timber.
culture, and other entries and locations.
Homestead entries commuted to cash under section 2301, Revised Statutes.......
Total cash sales........... . . • • . • . • • .

30

3,080.97

8

44. 00

8

5,786.66
110.02

[967. 19] ..•..••••••...•..•..•••.

----1-------1------1----- - - - - - 46

3,124.97 .••...•..••..••..•••••••

Original homestead entries ...•.........•..
679. 86
115
14,705.40
Final homestead entries .................. .
[33, 120. 32)
1,419.82
:t.68
Lands entered under the timber.culture
laws ...................................•
72
10, 4711. 43
288. 00
Final entries under the timber.culture
laws ........... . ...................•••..
18
[2, 060. 85) . ·.......... .
Pre.emption declaratory statements . ..... .
59 ·•••·•··•····· ..•..••.....
Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara.
tory statements ........................ .
1 ......................... .
Amoun_t _received for reducing testimony
towntmg .........................•.......•...•...••••......•.............
Total of all classes of entries and
iimount received therefrom ....... .

1,817. 85

579

28,309.80

2,387.68

7,714.53

975. 00

1,654.86
1,419.82

685. 00

973. 00

72. 00
118.00

72. 00
118.00

............

2. 00

2. 00

1,281.92

1,281.92

3,133, 92

13,236.13

Salaries, fees, and commissions of register

~ii~1~t1r~ti:ii~:(::::::::: : :~~::::: ::::::: :::::::::::::: :::::: :::::: :: ::::::::
Total

5,037.24
5. 60
202. 50
5,245.34
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Statement of business at local land o.ffeces du1'ing fiscal yeat ende~ Jiine 30, 1888-Continued.
LAND OFFICE AT REDWOOD FALLS, MINN.
[The area in brackets fs not included in the aggregate by States, having been accounted for in tho
original entries.]
Class of entry.
Sales of land subject to pre.emption entry.
ExcesS- payments on homestead, timber.
culture, and other entries and locations .
Homestead entries commuted to cash un.
, der se~tion 2301, Revised Statutt's ...••..
Total cash sales ...•.................

Acres.

No.
12

1,405.72

4

11.92

5

Commissions.

Amount.
$1,056.15

23. 85

[597. 91] .............•..•.......

847. 39

-----·----1
-----1-----l·---1,417.64 ..............•••.......
2,827.30
21

Original homestead entries ........•.......
4,516.51
$209. 51
40
Final homestead entries ... . .............. .
[10, 557. 48]
506. 82
76
Lands entered under the timber.culture
laws ............. . ......... , . . . . . ...... .
5, 963. 16
232, 00
58
Final entries under the timber.culture
1!)
[2, 133. 61] .........•..
laws ..... . ......... . . .... ...... . ...... .
8 .•••.•.••..••..••••..••••.
Pre.emption declaratory statements . ..... .
Amount received for reducing testimony
to writing ................. . .................... .
Total of all clasRes of entries and
amonn·t received therefrom ....... .

Fees.

$320. 00

520. 51
506. 82

425. 00

657. 00

76. 00
16. 00

76.00
16. 00

269. 77

269. 77

1,106.77

4,882.49

--·-l------1------1-----1----222

11,897.31

948. 33

Salaries, feefl, and commissions of register
and receiver ............. . .......•... ·r.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

2,373.50

tid~~!te~;~~~~!~~::::::::::::::::::::: ::::·::::::::::::::::: :::::::::::: ::::::::::::
30ug
--+-----

2, 681. 95

Total ............•.•.........................

276. 57 ...... ................. .

Cash sales, Sioux Indian lands, privat,e ..•.

347. 83

LA.ND OFFICE AT SA.INT CLOUD, MINN.
Sales of land subject to private entry . . . . .
Sales ofland subject to pre.emption entry.
Excess payments on homestead, timber·
culture, and other entries and locat-ions .
Home~teacl entries commuted to cash under section 2301, Revised Statutes.......

694 1
15

58,917.01 .• .• •• .• .. .• ...... ......
2,017.84 ... . . • . • • . • • . . • • .. ... • . .

80,105.79
3,305.80

35

201. 07 . . . • • • ... . . • . . . • •• . • . • • .

308. 04

13

[I, 757. 51] .... .• ..•••• ...... ......

2,853.52

757

61, 1.65.92 .......•••.. ..••.•...•.•

86,573.15

Original homestead entries............... .
472
67,117.41
2,373.39
4,435.00
Final homestead entries...................
211
L28, 027. 30]
1,142.48 . . . • .• . . . . . .
Lands ontered with military bounty·land
warrants . . . • . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . .
5
705. 54 . . . . • • . . • • • •
18. 00
State selections, school indemnity .. .......
6
885. 97 . . . . . . ... • ••
12. 00
Pre-emption declarator.v statements .......
330 .. • . . . . . . •• • .• . . .. • • . • • • ••
660. 00
olcliers' and sailors' homestead declaratory statement11 . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
22 . . . . .. .. . . • . . . .. . • • .. • • • • •
44. 00
Amoun~ received for reducing testimony
towritmg ...... . .........................................................
1,732.45

6,808.39
1,142.48

Total cash sale1:1... ......... .........

Total of all classes of entries and
amount r eceived therefrom.. . . . . . .

-----l- - - - --1---- - ~ - - - - -1- - · - -

l, 803

129,874.84

3,515.87

6,001.45

18. 00
12. 00
660. 00

44. 00
1,732.45
96,900.47

==='=====l======:====.I ====

"".!!1~ ·.!,';:·:•d~'.'.' .'.' ' ' .~'. .'' '.'"".'~'....... · I ·. ......... ........... I .......... ~ 'Tl ::
f:~.!;~:, ~·~;~·::: :::: : ::::::::: ::: : ::::: :::::::::: : ::: :::::::::1-::-:-:-::-:-:-::-:-:,--7-,:S-o-6-:~-8
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Statement of b1isiness at local land offices during fiscal yea1· ended Jnne 30, 1888-Continued.
LA.ND OFFICE A.T TAYLOR'S FA.LLS, MINN.
[The area in brackets is not included in the aggregate by States, having been accounted for in the
original entries. J

Sales of land subject to private entry .. .. .
Sales of land subject to pre·emption entry.
Excess payments on homestuad, timber·
culturn, and other entries an<l locati,,ns .
Homestead entries commuted to cash un·
dcr section 2301, Revised Statutes ...... .
Total cash sales ...•.•...•..•........
Ol'i~inal homestead entl'ies ............... .
:F inal homestead entries .....••.•.•••......
Pre.emption declarator.v statements ..•••.
.Amount receive<l for reducing testimony
to writing .............................. .
Total of all classes of entries ancl
amount received therefrom ....... .

Commis·
sions.

.Acres.

No.

Class of entry.

171
8

11, 2i2. 76
240. 00

Amount.

Fees.

.............. ..............

$20,266.66
800. 00

............ ............

5

83. 53

............ .............

68.27

8

[760. 00)

............ ..............

950.00

.............. ............

21,584.93

149
59
15

19,471.76
[5,653.04]

----1----11,546.29
187

$879. 35
209. 88

30.00

2; 199. 85
209. 88
30.00

688. 69

688. 69

2,038.69

24,712.85

$1,320.00

...............

............... ..............

----1--------1------1------- ----410

81,018.05

1,089.23

==:-:==l=====l=====I===== - - · -

Salaries, foes, and commissions of register
and receiver . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. • • • • . • .. . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . .. • . . . . . • • .

r:id~:i:t!i~ti:!ti~~:::: :::::::::::::::: .:::: ::: :::: :: :::::::: .::::::::::: :::::: ::::::
Total. . . . . . . . . . . .. • . • . . .. . .. . . . .. . .. . . ............................. , .. . . .. . . . . . . . . .

3, 239. 54

1i:: ~i

---3, 358. 99

LA.ND OFFICE .AT TRA.CY, MINN.
Sales of lan<l subject to private entry.....
Sales of'land subject to pre.emption entry.
Excess payments on homestea(l , timber.
culture, and other entries and locations .
Homestead entries commuted to cash under section 2301, Revised Statutes.......
Total cash sales. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
0 r-iginal homestead entries .•.•••.....•....
Final homestead entries .................. .
Lands entered under the timber.culture
laws . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Final entries under the timber.culture laws

3
6

69. 37 . .. . . • . . • • .. . .. • .. . .. • ..
633.17 . ...... ..... ....... . .. .

8

83. 02 . .. • . • . . . . .. . .. ... . . •. • .

7

f800. 00) . • . . . . . . . . . ............

86. 71
841. 46
70. 77

•
1,600.00

----1 -------l------1-----1----24
735. 56 . • • • .. .. • • • . . .. • . • . . . .. •
2, 598. 94
53124

6,357.97
[16,031.97)

53

6, 298. 53

10

[2 380 66)

253.40
880. 00
667. 23 . . . . . . . . . . . .
. 212. 00

I
Pre-emption
declaratory
statements
......... ·2·2·· I, . .·.•.· ........· ·.·.·..•..· ·. J:_:_:.:_:·:· ._· :·:·:·:·:· I
Amount
received
for reducing
testimony
to writing .... .. ....... . ..... ........... .

I

633 40
667. 2g

425. 00
16. oo I
44. 00 I

637. 00
76.00
44. 00

27!J 41 I

279. 41

--·---1-----

1
Total of all clai'!ses-of ent l'ics and
I
4,935. 9d
amount received tliernfrom ... •.•.. _ 295 J--'3, 392c"'_
I, 1"2 63 1 I, 204. 41
Salaries, fe~s, and commissions of register - - - - - - - ======i·s====
ancl receiver . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . .. .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . .. . . . .. .. . . . . . . . . . . .. .
2, 584. 01
Expenses of deposit.ing . ..... . .. .. ......... .. .. . . .. . .. . . . . . . .. . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
4. 30
Incideutal expensed . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . • . . . . . . . . • . . . • . . . . . . .. . . .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . .. . • .
240. 00

Total.. ................. .... ...... ...

IN'l' 88-VQL I--21

== ~== . . . . . . -.-.-.-.-.·-.-.

-.-,--2-,8-2-8.-3-1
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Statement of busineHB at local land offices during fiscal yea,· ended June 30, 1888-Continued.
LAND OFFICE AT WORTHINGTON, MINJ,j.
[The area in brackets is not included in the aggregate by States, having been accounted for in the
original en tries.)
Class of entry.

No.

Sales of land subject to private entry.....
Sales ofland imbject to pre.emption entry.
Excess payments on homestead, timberculture, and other entries and locations.
Homestead entries commuted to cash un·
der section 2301, Revised Statutes. . . . • .
Total cash sale·s ..... ••. . . . .. . .. . . . . .

Acres.
1
6

Commie·
sions.

120. 00 .••• •• ••• • •• . . . . . . .• •• . .
880. 00 . • • • . • . • •• • . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Amount.
$300. 00
1,900.00

6

57. 27 .. .• •• ••• .•. . •• .. • .. . • •.

91. 14

2

[320. 00) ••• • . . • . . . . . . . . . . . • . . • . .

800. 00

15

1,057.27 ..•• .. .•. .. .•.• •. .••• ..

3, O!ll. H

----1------1------i-----1- - - -

$222. 33
Original homestead entries .........•.•....
48
4,878.67
Final homestead entries ... ... .. ..... ..... .
[13,967.23]
654. 95
109
Lands entered under the timber.culture
7,
144.
81
272. 00
laws .•••... •.. ............... ......... ..
68
[4,258. 25J .•••....••..
Final entries under the tim her.culture laws
30
80.
00
...........
.
1
Lands selected under grants to railroa,ls . .
11 .••............•.•.......•
Pre.emption declaratory statements ...... .
Amount received for reducing testimony'
to writing .•.....•••.....•...•.•....•••.....•.....•........... .......... ..

Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom ....... .

Fees.

282

13,160.75

1,149.28

$335. 00

557. 33
654. 95

495. 00
120. 00
2. 00
22.00

767. 00
120. 00
2. 00
22. 00

382. 81

382. 81

1,356.81

5, 5!l7. 23

Salaries, fees, and commissions of register
and receiver • . . . . . . . • . . . . . . • . • . . . . . . . . • . . • • . • • . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Incidental expenses..... .................. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . •. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .•. . . .

2, 737. 00

Total.......... ••• • • • • • • . . • . . • • . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

3, 074. 75

336. 85

--·1-----

LAND OFFICE AT JACKSON, MISS.
Sales of land subject to private entry • . • • .
Sales ofland at public auction ..••• • ... • . •
Excess payments on homestead, timber·
culture, and other entries and locations .
Homestead entries commuted to cash un.
der section 2301, Revised Statutes . . . . . .
Homestead entries commuted to cash un.
der section 2, act.Tune 15, 1880 .••••• .. ..

1, 363
1

4

357. 89

414. 86

'l'otal cash sales .••..........• .. .•••.

1,633

429,235.12

539,906.70

253
12

Original homestead entries.... ........ .... 1,056
Final homestead entries ..•. .. . . .. . . . . . ...
603
Lands entered with military bounty.land
warrants ...... . ............... . ..... . .. .
Amoun~~eceived for reducing testimony
to wnt1ng ................................. .
Total of all classes of entries and
aUJount received ~berefrom . .•.. ..

3,293

536,014.86
50.19

428,811 . 79
40.15

537. 72

383.18
[l, 713. 57 J ••••••• •••••. •••••••.•. •

124, 919. 93
[77,098.15]

3, 469. 00
8, 645. 00
1,944.00 . ......... :.

[160. 00] .•• • • . . . . . . .

554,155.05

5, 413. 00

2,889.07

12,114.00
1,944.00

4. 00

4. 00

1,898.65

1, 89 . 65

10, 547. 65

555, 6i. 35

Salaries, fees, and commissionsofregister
and receiver . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... ..... ......... ................. ...... .
tJ:i~~tai°!:;fis:.~~: :::::: :: ::: : : ::: ::: : ::: : ::: ::: ~::: : :: : : : : :::::: :::::: .::: :: : ::: : :

6,000. 00
4 5. 00
4,226.65

Total ...........•...••••.••.......•.....................•....................... .

10,711.65
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Statement of business at local land offices during fiscal yeat· ended J-une 30, 1888-Continued.
LAND OFFICE .A.T BOONVILLE, MO.
[The area in brackets is not included in the aggregate by States, having been accounted for in the
original entries.]
.
·

No.

Claas of entry.
Sales of land subject to private entry.....
Sales of land subject to pre·emption entry .
Excess payments on homestead, timber·
culture, and other entries and locations.
Ho:nestead entries commuted to cash under section 2301, Revised Statutes . . . . . . .
Homestead entries commuted to cash un·
der section 2, act June 15, 1880 . •• . . • . • • .
Total cash sales.....................

Acres.

69
I

Commis.
sions.

Fees.

4,431. 60 • • • • • • • •• • •• • • • • • • . .... .
40. 00 . . • • • • • • • • • • . • . • • • • • • • • •

$5, 539. 52
50. 00

6

80. 05 • •• • .. . . . • . . .. • • • • • •• • • •

100. US

4

(200. 58) . • • . . • • . . • • . • .. • .. • • • • . •

250. 72

2

[79. 66] . . . . • • . . . • . . . . •• . . •• •• • •

87. 58

---1------1------1-----11----82
4, 551. 65 . • . . • . . . • • . . . • • . . . . . . . . .
6, 027. 90

236
23, 285. 92
$581.-28
$1, 735. 00
Original homestead entries ............... .
[16,991.81]
423. 43 .••.•. . ....
Fina.I homestead entries ....•••.•..•..••.•.
178
196.00
Pre-emption declaratory statements ..... .
98 . ... .. ...•••.. . . .. ..... .•.
Soldiers' and BBilors' homestead declara·
1
.
........................
.
2.00
tory statements ........................ .
Amount received for reducing testimony
602.69
to writing ..•..•..••••.......•........... ....... .....................••....

Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom .... .. . .

.A.mount.

595

27,837.57

1,004.71

2,535.69

Salaries, fees, and commissions of register
and receiver .......................................................................... .

2,316.28
423.43
196. 00

2. 00
602. 69
9,568.30

~x:Jd~~!!i°!xtefn°s~!'.~~.:::::: ::::: :::::::: : ::::::: ::::::'. ::::::: :::: :: :::::: :::::: ::::::

2,925.89
5. 60
257. 50

Total ............................... ..... ... ..................................... .

3,188.99

LAND OFFICE AT IRONTON, MO.
Sales of land subject to private entry .....
Sales of land suQject to pre-emption entry.
Excess payments on homestead, timl,erculturn, and other entries and locations
Homestead entries commuted to cash under section 2301, Revised Statutes . ..... .

94
2

28

7,217.69
120. 00

9,174.75
150. 00

81. 9'1

106. 80

2

[315.141 ..•................••••.

393. 93

126

7,419.63 ........•.•..•.•....•...

9,825.57

Original homest,,ad entries................
456
52,832.66
1, 4l3. 34
3,675.00
Final homestead entries...................
248
L30, 969. 67]
778. 25 ...•...•••••
Lands selected under grants to railroads . .
12
1, 946. 14 .•••••.•••••
24.00
Pre-emption declaratory statements.......
144 ........................ ..
288. 00
.A.mount received for reducing testimony
to writing ............................... ......... ........................ .
811.65

5,098.34
778. 25

Total cash sales ....••••.. ..... ... .. .

Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom ....... .

24. 00

288. 00
811.65

------1-----

986

62,198.43

2,201.59

4,798.65

16,825.81

Salaries, fees, and commissions of register
·
·
and receiver............................ . . . . .. . . . . .. • . • • . • • • • • • .•• • • • . • • . • . . ... .. . . . . . .

4, 521. 76

fn~d~~:i°;x~!~~!~t.~~~.:: ::::::: :::::::::: ::·::::: :::::::::::::: :::::::::::: :::::: ::::::

2oi: ~g

-----·-1----4, 730. 26

Total............ . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . • .. • . . • • • . • . . . • • • • • . • • • • • .. . • • . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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Siatement of business at local land offices during fiscal year ended June 30, 1888-Continued.
LAND OFFICE AT SPRINGFIELD, MO.

lThe area in brackets is not included in the aggregate by States, having been accounted for
original entries J
No.

Class of entry.

Acres.

Sales ofland subject to private entry ..•..
Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry.
Excess payments on homestead, timberculture, and other entries and locations.
Homestead entries commuted to cash under
section 2301, Revised Statutes .......... .
Homestead entries commuted to cash under
section 2, act June 15, 1880 ............ ..

25

'.rotal cash sales ...... . ............ ..

115

81
2

6

Commissions.

Fees.

Amount.

4,087.11
120. 00

$5,108.88
150. 00

95.65

143. 01

l444. 68) ....................... .
l29. 25) ....................... .

1306

89,370.06

555. 85
30.56
5,988.30

4,302.76 ........... .

85,067.30
Original homestead entries .............. .
688
$2,428.00
(37,367.21)
1,058.00
Final homstead entries ................... .
359
Pr.e-emption declaratory statements ..... .
139
Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declaratory statements . . . .. . .. . . .. . . . . . . . .. .. .
5 . ........................ .
Amount received for reducing tastimony
to writing ................................................................ .

Total of all classes of entritis and
amount received therefrom........

in the

$5,745.00

.

278. 00

3,486.00

8,173.00
1,058.00
278. 00

· 10.00

10. 00

1,095.74

], 095. 74

7,128.74

16,603.04

Salaries, fees, and commissions of register
and receiver............................ .• .. . •• . .. . . . .... .. . . ....... ... . . . .. . . . . ... . .

5,017.60

fn~~~~!~!1°!xt~n°s~!~~~.:::::: ::::::::::::: :::::: :: :::::: :: :::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: ::::::

1, 99i:

~~

1-----1·-·--·-

Total.......................... •••••• ........ ...... ..... .. ...... ...... ...... ......

7,018.85

LAND OFFICE AT BOZEMAN, MONT.

~:i:: ~}

!:~e:!1bi!:~~ -~~~:~~~~~~
Sales of coal lands ....................... ..
Additional payments ............•••..... . .
Excess payments on homestead, timberculture, and other entries and locations.
Ori~inal entries under t,he def!ert-land act.
Final entries under the desert-land act ....
Homestearl entl'ies comm ntt!u to cash under
section 2301 , Revis d Statutes...........

~-~~?:

19
7
1
2

10
18
20

...................... ..
....................... .
........... . .......... ..
...................... ..

5,292.65
965. 00
1,600.00
399. 38

27.55 ....................... .
4,408.76 ....................... .

68. 91
1, 6u4, :!9
5,074.32

2,517.06
305.53
80.00
(319.50)

[5, 074. 32) . .. .. .. .. .. . .. ........ ..

(320. 00) ...................... .

800. 00

Total ~ash sales . .................... - 7 91--7, 338:-iio° . .• .. . . . . ............. -

15,804.65

2

Origmal hon::;estPad entrie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
90
14,567.85
Final homestead entrie1:1 ........... .......
80
(12,443.05)
Lands entered under the timber-culture
laws ........................... . . .. .... ..
46
5, 816. 01
1
Finalentl'ies under the timber-culture laws.
[39. 61:lj
21,020.70
180
Land selected under grants to railroads ..
Applications to purchase mineral lands .. .
11
27
Applications to purchase coal lands ..... ..
1
Min ral 1,rotestsi adver·se claims .. . ..... ..
Pr emption dee aratory etatements .... ..
86
oldi r ' and sailors' homestead declaratory statemen .. . . .. . .. .. . . . . . . . . .. . .. .
1 . . . . .. . . . . .. . .
Amount r c ived for reducing testimony
to writing .. . . .. .. .. .. ... • .. . .. • . . • .. . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . .. .. ..
Total of all clas
of entrieR and
amount recei'"ed therefrom ...... ..

1,070.93
935. 00
932. 93 . ...... . .. .
184. 00
. ......... ..

.... .... .. ..

. ........ . . .

.. . ... . ... . .

3~.00
4. 00
262. tl6
]10.00
81. 00
10. 00
258. 00

2,005.93
932. 93
569. 00
4.00
262. 66
110. 00
81. 00
10. 00

258. 00

3.00

3. 00

1,050. 37

1,050. 37

3, 099. 03

21,091.54

1- - -+-- - - -- - - - - - - - - - - 558

48,743. 4G

2,187. 6
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Statement of busi'lle88 at iocal land offices during fiscal year ended June 30, 1886-Continued.
LA.ND OFFICE AT HELENA, MONT.
[The area in brackets is not incli1ded in the aggregate by States, having been accounted for in the
original entries.]
Class of entry.
Salee of land subject to pre-emption entry.
Salee ot mineral lands .•.••....••.•..•.....
Salee of coal lands .. ....... . ............. .
Excess payments on homestead, timber·
culture, and other en tries and locations ..
Original entries undc1· the desert-land act ..
Final entries under the desert-land act ....
Homestead entries commuted to cash under section 2301, Revised Statutes ...•.•.
Total cash sales . ...•...•...•..•...•.

No.
330
196
8

Acres.

Commis·
sions.

Salaries, fees, and commisilions of register

.Amount.
$67,736.11
20,580.00
11,586.50

48,116.87
5,567.25
l, 078. 65

2l
142
94

60. 07 .•••....•••..••••• ·•·•·•
43,733.63 ·••••• •••••· ........... .
(24, 484. 78) .•••••••••••.•••••••••••

10:!. 60
11, 50:l. 03
24,481.78

57

[8, 055. 59) ............... . ....... .

11,456.99

8iB

98,556.47 .•••.• ··•••· . ··•·• .•••.•

147,449.01

$2,884.90
59,582.82
389
'Original homestead entries .•.•........••••
1,414.06
[28, 204. 37)
186
Final homestead entries .................. .
Lands entered under the timber-culture
888. 00
29,631.57
222
laws ...... . .......•....•................
Lands ent~red with military bounty-land
[160.
00)
..••.••...•.
warrants ........ .. ............•.........
1
236
Lands selected under grants to railroads ..
37,775.97 .....• ·••···
218
Applications to purchase mineral lands ...
32
Applications to purchase coal lands ......•
Mineral protests, adverse claims ......•..•
53
Pre-emption declaratory statements ..... .
764
Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara.
tory statements . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . .
8 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .......... .
.Amoun~ _received for reducing testimony
to wr1t1ng ................................................................ .

Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom . . . . . • •

Fees.

2, 957

225,546.83

5, 186. 96

$3,785.00

6,669.90
1,414.06

1,955.00

2,843.00

4.00
471. 00
2,180.00
96.00
530. 00
2,292.00

4.00
471. 00
2,180.00
96. 00
530. 00
2,292.00

24. 00

24. 00

1,291.83

1,291.83

12, 628. 83

165, 264. 80

===1=====1°====-=l=====I====

In~~:e~~~1i:;;;~~~a::::::::: ::::::::: ::::: : :::: :: : :::::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: :::: :::::: ::

6,000.00
3,117.50

Total. •••••. : ••..•.......•........•.•.........••..•.•............•.. ··· .... · ·· · · ·•·

9,117.50

Amount received in certificates of deposit
on account of surveys .•..........•....•...•......•.•...........•••.•..•••.

50.00

LA.ND OFFICE AT MILES CITY, MONT.
Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry.
Original entries under the desert-land act ..
Final entries under the desert-land act ..•.

10
4
1

1,560.37 ....................... .
2,240.00 .....••..••..•••.•••....
[160. 00] ....................... .

2,150.46
640. 00
160. 00

Total cash sales .••.......•.......••.

15

3,800.37 ••••••..•••.

2,950.46

2,
Original homestead entries .•••••.•.....•..
3,546.38
235. 76
Final homestead entries ..........•..•....
396. 27
3-i
[5,285.10)
Lands entered under the tim bar-culture
laws ................................... .
960. 00
6
24.00
Applications to purchase coal lands ...... .
2 ••••••·•••· ...••••••.•••••
Pre-emption declaratory statements ..•.•..
:.?9
.Amount received for reducing testimony
to writing .•.........................•.....•.......••••.....••.....••.•.•..
Total of all classes of entries and
amouut received therefrom ......•.

110

8,306.75

656. 03 .

230. 00

465. 76
396. 27

60.00
6. 00
87.00

84. 00
6.00
87.00

195. 80

195. 80

578. 80

4,185.29

Salaries, fees, and commissions of register

i i:::~::i~~i~:~~~::::::::: ::: :::::: ::~:: ::: :::::: ~: : ::: :::: :::: ::~ :::: : :: :::
Total ............................................................................. .
.A.mount received in certificates of deposit
on account of surveys . . • . . • • • . • • . ••• • • . . ••..••.

2,003.80
14. 95
351. 75
2,370.50
1,500.00
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Sta!entent of business at local land offices dm·ing fiscal yea1· ended June 30, 188R-Continned.
LAND OFFICE AT BEATRICE, NEBR.
[The area in brackets is not included in the aggregate by States, having been accounted for in the
original entries.]
Class of entry.
Homestead entries commuted to cash under section '.!301, Revised Statutes ...... .
Total cash sales .................. .

Acres.

No.

Commissions.

Fees.

Amount.

[80. 00) ..................... .

$!!00. 00

---11-----1----1---------200. 00

2
120. 00
$6. 00
Original homestead entries:.............. .
Lands entered under the timber-culture
2
15?, 77
8. 00
laws . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Final entries under the timber-culture
2
[160. 00) . •••..... .. .
laws ........... a........ ... ... ...... . .
Amount received for reducing teatimony
to writing .................................................... .......... . .

Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom ..•.....

277. 00

14. 00

$10. 00

16.00

10.00

18.00

8. 00

8.00

39. 75

39.75

67. 75

281. 75

Salaries, fees, and commissions of register
and receiver. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... -...... .
Expenses of depositing ...•... ..•....... ....... ..
Incidental ex.>enses ......................... .... .

315.U
2.60
73. 27

- - - - - - ----·-·1-----~---391. 01

Total. ............................... . ······ ·
Cash sales, Otoe and Missouria Indian
lands .........•.• ... ....•.•....•....•••..

2,011.95

LAND OFFICE AT BLOOMINGTON, NEBR.
Sales of lai::d subject to pre-emption entry.
Excess payments on homestead, timberculture, and other entries and locations.
Homestead entries commuted to cash under section 2301, Revised Statutes. . . • • . .

136 1
19

21,598.13

15,530.99

50.80

37.62

lll, 624.12)

....................... .

15,729.76

Original homestead entries ..•.............
150
21,201.18
645.15 1 1,355.00
Final homestead entries ......... .. ..... .
[35,350.37]
l, 155.19 .......•....
241
Lands entered under the ember-culture
laws ........•....... . ...................
11,393.41
332_oo I
180. oo
83
Final entries under the timber-culture
laws .................................. .
59
Pre-emption declaratory st.atements ..•...
112
~:~
~~t ~~
Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declaratory statements .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . ........ .
2. 00
Amount received for reducing testimony
to writing .. ................ ...... ... .... .•......•••........ .. .... ........
747. 53

2,000.15
1,155.19

Total cash sales.... . . . . . • . . • . . . . • . .

89

----1
-----1 ------1----- ----15,568.61 . . .. . . . .. . . . . •. • . • . . . . . .
37,378.69
244

.... ~~·-~:~·- :::::::::::.

Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom ... .... .
Sa!~R~~:eii:era~~

1,062.00
236. 00
224.0G
2.00
747. 53

---------·---1-----i----890

48,163.20

2,132.34

42,805.56

2,294.53

~~~~~~i-~~~ -~~ r. ~~~. ~ . .............. .... ... -1
~·.......... ............

==~,. . . . . ..-_.- .-.·-.- .-.

5,088.40

fo~/~~ !x~P:..~:::::::::::::::::::: ::::·::· :::::::::::::: :::::::::::: :::::::::::: 1,ofg~
0

Total. ....•.....•••. . .........•.•.. ~

I

_-i--6-,-180-.-06
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PUBLIC LANDS.

Statement of business at local land offices during fiscal yr.a,· ended June 30, 1888-Continued.
LA.ND OFFICE A.T CHADRON, NEBR.
fThe area in brackets is not included in th~ :iggregat_e by States, having been accounted for in the
or1gmal entries. j
_
Acres.

No.

Class of entry.
Sales ofl11>nd subject to pre-empt,ion entry.
Excess payments on homestead, timberculture, and other entries and locations.
Homestead entries commuted to cash under section 2301. Revised Statutes ...... .
Total cash sales ...•.•....... ••..•••.

b~~;;ty

Total of all cla-,ses of entries aud
amount received therefrom .....•..

$5, 060. 78 $12, 730. 00
198. 31 I. ...........

17,790.78
198. 31

109

297. 98

Original homestead entries ..• ••. ·.....•••• 1,287
52
Final homestead entries ...... . . ...........
Lands entered under the timber-culture
614
laws .....••.
Lands entered ~1th·~iiit;;y
i~~d ·
3
warrants ...................•.• .....•. ...
Pre-emption declaratory statements ...... 1,111
Soldiers' and eailors' homestead declara34
tory statements . ........ .... .. ........ ..
Amoun~ received for reducing testimony
to wnt1ng ................. .•..••.. .•.. •.
0

fl96, 005. 21

156,804.61

306

Amount.

Fees.

············ ············
············ .... -.......
[ 46, 526. 231 ............ - ... ..........
157,102.59 ............. ············

989

-1,404

Commissions.

201,389.64
(7,928.28]

373.U
58,156.37

254,534.72

6,130.00

8,586.00

············
·············· ············
.............. ,............
·············· ...... ---···

11. 00
2,222.00

11. 00
2,222.00

1,049.39

1,049.39

7,715.09

22,210.39

284,460.20

97,689.59

2,456.00

439.40

456,621.22

4,505

68. oo I

Salaries, fees, and commissions of register
and receiver ...........••.... ........• •.
Expenses of depositing ......•....•..••••.
Incidental expenses .......................

.............
...... -. -----········· ·······--·-· ........
.. .
···--·-······· ············ .......... ..
.
.... -· ........ ············
---.............
...
Total. .....•..•...•.... •..••..••. .••. ········ ··············
-----·

68. 00

6,000.00
570. 70
2,244.26
8,814.96

LA.ND OFFICE AT GRAND ISLA.ND, NEBR.
Sales of' land subject to pre.emption entry.
347
49 929 93
Excess paymentR on homestead, timber'
·
· • • •· • • · · • • · · •• • • • · • • • • •
64, 935. 8'
culture, and other entries and locations.
47
86. 97
Homestead entries commuted to cash un.
· .... • · • • • • • · • • • • • • • • ·..
119. 94
49, 949. 07
der section 2301, Revised Statutes.......
256
[37, 814· 72] · · · •• • . • • • • • • .. • • • . • . • • .
rotal cash sales .............. . ....•. --6;;5::;0:-i---:5:0-;0::-1:6-::9:::0-i- - ·l-----1--..:..._-'
·
· •• .•-·......
.. • • • • . • • • • . 115, 004. 86
O~ginal homestead entries. . . . . • . . . . . . . . . .
Fmal homestead entries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Lands entered under the timber-culture

323
506

[~i: ~::: ~~l

Fi~~\~triei· ~~ci~~-iiie.. ii~b~~:cliii~;0·
L~~';i: ~~ie~ed ~ith ·~uita~y-bo~iity:1~~ci

250

35,121. 02

1
440. 46
3, 000. 00
2, 42
24
· • •• · • •· · · - ·
• 0.
1
• ooo. oo
2,280. oo

cu.

567 75
· 1 .• -•--• •. • • •
1
r160 00]
369
'
•
· • · · • · · · · .. ·
· •· · · • · • • · · · • · · • · • · · · • · · · ·
6 ............ · · · ••• · • · · · • · ·

105

warrants............................
.
Pre-~mp,tion declaratory statements . .".::: .
Soldiers and sailors' homestead declara·
tory statements
. . .reducing
. . . . . . . . . . testimo~:v·
.. . .. . .
Amoun~
_received .for

to wr1tmg ..•..........•..•...•..•.... .' . . ................... - • . . ••. . • • ... • •
Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom ....• ..
Salaries, fees, and commissions of register

2,210

131,735.95

4, 860. 70

oo

s, 280. oo
420. oo

4. 00
738. 00

4. 00
738. 00

12. 00
946. 62

12. 00
946. 62

7, 400. 62

127, 266. 17

420.

====j======'l=~====l:=~:;;;;;=J=~~~~

fn~i:~:~~1:tii~i~~::::::::::::::::::: ::::~:: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::
Total

Cash sales

4, 440. 46
2,420. 24

==·

.

·······-·· ...... . .. · •· ············

6
'

~~i: ii

1,·800.00

;~:~~ ·~~~;~~· ;~~~~ ••........ ._ .•... • . _...... : ~ ~::: ~: : ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ..•• - ...•• • =- 1::-:::: ::

RE.POln OF THE SECRE'tARY OF THF, INTERIOR.
Statement of business at local land o.ffeces dm·ing fiscal yem• ended Jnne 30, 1888-Continued.
LAND OFFICE .A.T LINCOLN, NEBR.
{'rhe area in brackets is not included in the aggregate by States, having been accounted for in the
original entries.]
Class of entry.

No.

I

Acres.

Commissions.

Fees.

Amou11t.

I

Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry.
9
789. 08
$[, 972. 70
Homestead entries commuted to cash under
I
section 2301, Revised Statutes...........
6
(480. 00] ...... ..... ............ .
1,200. 00
1 ..-.-.-..-.-.-1. -.-••- .•-•- . - .•-•-.-. i---3,-1-7-2.-70
Total cash sales ..................... - 1 61--·-78-9·.--08_ __.-.Original homestead entries ........•..•....
19
Final homestead entries .•.................
46
Lands entered under the timber.culture
28
laws .. ................ ........ . ......... .
Final entries under the tim her.culture
laws ......... .......................... .
24
Pre.emption declaratory statements ..... .
6
.A.moun~ ~-er.eived for reducing testimony
to wr1tmg ............................... . ..... .
Total of all clast.es of entries and
amount received therefrom ...... .

138

], 836. 04
[4,759.41)

$87.53
221. 68

$125. 00

212. 53
221. 68

2,124.99

112. 00

165. 00

277. 00

96. 00
12. 00

96. 00
12. 00

298. 90

298.110

696. 90

4,290.81

[2, 305. 72) .......... ..
· •••• · ••• ·· ·• ·

4, 750. 11

.......... .

421. 21

Salaries, fees, and commissions of register
and receiver... .. ..... . . • . . • . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .......... .

2,225.18
13.15
91.25

r:~de~~i°!:;ri:!!i~~:::::::::::::::::::: :::::::: :::::::::::::: :::::::::::: ·:::::::::::
Total........................ ... ..... . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. .. . . .. .. .. . ... .

2,329.58

Cash sales Otoe and Missouria Indian lands . . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . • • • . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • .

16, 685. 93

LAND OFFICE AT McCOOK, NEBR.
Sales of land subject to pre.emption entry.
Excess payments on homestead, timber·
culture, and other entries and locations.
Homestead entries commuted to cash under
section 2301, Revised Statutes . . . . . . . . . .

1, 055

Total cash sales. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

1, 980

Original homestead 1mtries ... ........•....
Final homestead entries .................. .
Lands entered under the timber-culture

143

865

134,071.36
(22, 4G5. 81)

3,363.98
G61. 38

8,460.00

11, 823.ilS

laws ..... ............................ . .. .

874

136,681.74 1

3,402.00

8,610. 00

12,102.00

[l, 600. 00) .•.••...•...

40. 00

40. 00

F~~e ~.~~~i_e.s_. ~~.~~~. ~~~-. ~~~~~-.~~~~~~~ .
Lands enter d with military bounty.lanJ
warrants ............ . ...................
Pre-emption declaratory statements . . . . . .
Soldiors' and sailors' homestead declaratory statements . ........................

817

120,998.03

108

363. 40

10

151,247.58
454. 21
206,541.20

Ll65, 192. 96) .........•..••••••.• ••••

1------1-----1------121, 361. 43 . . . • . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . 358, 242. 99

1
160. 00 ~
...•.•....
·
1,004 ......................... .

561. 38

4.00 I

2, oos. oo

18 ......................•...

36. 00

A~o:~ti~t~~~--f~.r.~-~-~~~~~.~~~i_IJ_J~.~~- :..:..:..:_:..:..:..:_ :..:..:..:_.:..:..:_:~ .. ..........

748.66

Total of all classes of entries and
amount receiverl therefrom ........ ~895 ~92, 2_74_._53_

I
I

4.00
2,008.00
36. 00
748.66

1
7, 417. 36 _10_,~-6_
. 66
_ \__3_85_,567
__
· 0_1

· .. · .. .. - .. - • . • •• • . . . . . . . . ..• • • . . . . . . • • . . • . .

6,000.00
579. 45
2, 960. 10

To l. · · · · · · · · · · · ·..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

9, 539. 65
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Statement of business at local land offices during fiscal year ended June 30, 1888-Continued.
LA ND OFF ICE .A.T NELIGH, NEBR.
[The area in brackets is not included in the aggregate by States, having been accounted for in the
o_riginal entries.]
Commissions.

Acres.

No.

Class of entry.

$291. 00
36,467.95
125. 00

143

37.41 ·•••••••• • •• ·••·•••• • •••
[21, 991. 59] . .... .. ................. .

27,489.44

367

29, 328. 11 ..•••••••••• . ••..•••.••.

64,429.49

23

Total cash sales ...••.• ..••.•......• .

$764. 44
30,454. 28
203
Original homestead entries ... . •• . . .... . .•.
870. 51
[34, 749. 45]
225
Final homestead entries . . .... . .... ... ••. ••
Lands entered under the ti11>ber.culture
940. 00
35,578.64
235
laws ..•. . ...... .. ..•........••• ..• .. •. . • .
Final entries under the timber.culture
[1, 998. 56"1
18
laws ............ . •. . . ... . ..... • . .. . .. . ...
269
Pre-emption declaratory statements . .. .• ..
Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara1
A:!~n1~~'!I~!~s fo~· ;~d;;~i~g · t~~ti·~~-~y ·•· · · · · · ·· · · · · ·· · · · · · · · · · ·
to writing ...•.........•.•• ......•... . • •.. •• ..••..• ••...•...•• . ....•• . .. . ..

Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom. .. .....

.A.mount.

····- ······· ........... .

116. 40
2
29,174.30
198
1 ,. .......... . .. . ... .

Sales ofland subject to private entry ..... .
Sales ofland 1mbject to pre.emption entry.
Competitive bids ... . .......... . .. ... . . •• •.
Excess payments on homestead, timberculture, and other entries a nd locations ..
Homestead entries commuted to cash un·
der section 2301, Revised Stat utes ..••• ••

Fees.

1, 318

95, 361. 03

2, 574. 95

56.10

$1,940.00

2,704.44
870. 51

2,245. 00

3,185.00

72. 00
538. 00

72.00
538. 00

2. 00

2. 00

1, 531.18

1,531.18

6, 328. 18

73, 332. 02

= = :i= = = =l= = ==l====I=====

Salaries, f~es, and commissions of register

i ~l::~!~i~:i~~~~::::::::::::::::::: :::::::::::: : ::: :::: :::::::::: : :::::: :::: :

6,000.00
99. 00
1,159.70

Total. .......•..........• •. ......• •. ..•• •. . .. ... •.. . .....•....•.•.••••......•...•..

7,258.70

Cash sales and interest, Omaha Indian = = ·
lands..... . .............. ...... .. . .. .. . . .
6

37,297.26

1,014.69

LAND OF F ICE .A.'.r NIOBRARA, NEBR.
Sales of land snb,ject to private entry .. . . .
Sales of land sub.1ect to pre.emption en try.
Excess payments on homestead, timbei·culture, and other entries and locations . .
Homestead entries commuted to cash under section 2301, Revised Statutes ... . . .

299. 52
68, 139.21

239. 61
54,511 . 22

I

38~
34

142.19

73. 64

326

(49,543.44) .••...• . .• ·............. .

61,929.34

Total cash sales .. .. .... . ....•.....• •

750

54,824.47 ..••••... • ...••.• • ~

130, 510.26

Original homestead entries . .
Final homestead entries ·.. _.: : • · · • • · · · · · · ·
Lands entered under the t imb~;:citlt~{-~ ·
laws. · ·······.......
Final entries under iha". t i;;;ii~~:cuit~;~ ·

169
566
213

•

L~d: ~~~;~;i ~i.th-~iiitary bounty.la~d -

warrants • • . • • • . . . . . . . . . .
Santee Sioux Indian bomes·t~~d-~ · • • • · · · • · •
Pre-emption ~eclaratory stateme~t ;: ::::::
.A.:oun~ ~ece1ved for reducing t estimony
Wl'lting.
0

24,540.04
[87, 052. 77]
31 1 741 52

103
1

i

28

614. 17
2, 242. oo
852 00
•

•

•

•

•

••••••

•

•• •

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

••• •

•

•

•

2,189.17
2,242.00

2

2,882.00

,

030. 00

[15,122.60] .•••.• ......
412. 00
120 00
·
·
•
•
·
·
•
•
·
·
•
•
·
3. 00
11 092 9
· o · ••· · •••· ••• · ••••· · · · •· .
. • . • . . . • • . . • • . . •• • •• . • •• ••
572. 00

0

••

1, 575. 00

.....••... . .

•

•

•• •• •••• •

•••

•••••• ••••

••

1, 778.03

412.00
3. 00
572. 00
1,778.03

Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom . ... ... . 2,095
112, 318. 93 ~ 0 8 . 17
6, 370. 03
140, 588. 46
Salaries, fees, and commissions of register -=-- -=--=·= "'r== = ===1===== t=====F=====

rn;i:~~!~ii:!i~g::::::::::::····............·:::::::: ::::: :::::· :::::: ::::::::::::
Total. •••.•

. ..... -. ...... .... . ... ---. -......... ................... . .... .

5,633.15
265.62
1,882.55
7, 781.32
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Statement of business at local land offices during fiscal year ended June 30, 1~8-Continued.
LAND OFFICE AT NORTH PLATTE, NEBR.
[The area in brackets is not included in the aggregate by States, having been accounted for in the
original entries.]
Class of entry.

No.

Sales of land subject to pre-emption en try
Excess payments on homestead, timberculture, and other entries and locations.
Homestead entries commuted to cash un·
der section 2301, Revised Statutes ...... .
Total cash sales ..... .••.... .... , . . . .

Commissions.

Acres.

590

98,907. U

127

316. 91

634. 51

409

(64, 306.15) .••..•...••..••.........

92,037.50

1, 126

99, 224. 05 .. . .. .. . . . .. . . • • • . • • • • • .

218, 121. 13

- · - - - - - ---·---1-----1----

4, 101

10, ~58. 01

390, 298. 09

$9,710.00

15,285.74
1, 19-i. 33

8,625.00

12,113.00

88.00

88. 00

8.00
1,732.00

8.00
1,732.00

42. 00

42.00

972.12

972.12

21, 177. 12

249, 556. si

Salaries, fees, and commissions of register
and receiver . . . . .•• . •• . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . • • • • • • . • • . .
¥;c~~~~t!1

Amount.
$125, 449.12

Original homestead entries ..•..........••.
991
154,020.22
$5,575 74
Final homestead entries ....... .. ......... .
200
(31, 112. 36)
1,194.33
Lands entered under the timber.culture
laws ................................... .
872
136, 733. 82
3, 488. 00
Final entries under the timber-cnlture
laws ......................... .. ....... .
22
(3,511.52) ·••••••··•••
Lands entered with military bouuty.lancl
warrants .......•.•......................
3
320. 00 ·••••• ••• •••
Pre.emption declaratory statements ...•..
866
Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declaratory statements . . • • • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
21 ..•••••••.•••.••••••.••••.
Amount received for reducing testimony
to writing .•••••..•••.•.•. .. ... ...........••..........•.••....... •.•....•..
Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom . . . . . . ...

Fees.

6, 000. 00

°!x~f;ssi:~~~-: ~::::::::::::::::: :::::::: :_______
::::::::::::· _____
:::::::::::: -----·::::: :::::: ·----2. ~~~: ~~
,

Total. ........................................................... ............ ..... .

9,298. 5i

LAND OFFICE AT SIDNEY, NEBR.
Sales of lands s11bject to pre-emptioD: entry.
293
46,139.33
• • • ••• ~
Excess payments on homestead, timber.... ·•
126
359. 50 •••••..•••..•••••••••••
culture, and other entries and locations.
Homestead entries commuted to cash un.
der section 2301, Revised Statutes .. ..... - ~ ~10, 186. 83) .••..........•••••.•.••.
Total ca.sh sales.....................

484

46, 498. 83 .•••.••..•...•.•••.••.•.

Original homestead entries................ 1,023
161,849. 00
5,996.85
10,175.00
Final homestead entries .... .. . ..... ..••..
36
[5,600.89]
246. 00 ........... .
Landa entered under the timber.culture
laws ...... . ................. . ... ... .... .
638
100,385.37
2,552.00
6,335. oo I
Pre.emption declaratory statements ..... .
628
1,256.00 I
Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declaratory &tatemeuts ..................... . .. .
56. 00
28 .•..• • ··•····· ··-··· ..••..
Amount received for reducing t stimony
to writing ... ...... ........................ .. ....... ............. ......... .
887. 10 I
Total of all class s of entries an<l
amount received therefrom ........ .

2,837

808,733.20

8,794.85

18,700.10

Salaries, fe s, and commissions of regi ter
·
and receiver ........... _. __ .. __ ......................... _........................... . .

66,586.22
592. 98

]5, 843. 80
83,022.95
16,171.85
246. 00

8, 8&7. 00
1,256.00
56. 00
887.10
110,526.90

i~~:::::::::::::::::::: ::::.::: :::::::::::::: :::::::::::: ::::::::::::

6,000.00
172. 00
2,953.65

Total. ............................................................................ .

9,125.65

¥nXJd!~t!1°!:;rn
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Statement of business at local land offices during fiscal year ended June 30, lSSe-Continued.
LAND OFFICE AT VALENTINE, NEBR.
[The area in brackets is not included in the aggregate by States, having been accounted for in t,he
original entries. )
Class of entry.

Acres.

No.

Commis·
sions.

Fees.

Amount.
$75,948.08

Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry
Excess payments ou homestead, timber·
cnlture, and other entries ancl locations.
Homestead entries commuted to cash under section 2301, Revised Statutes ....••.

397

60,756.41

67

130. 44

204

(32, 081. 28) . • • • • .. • • • . . . • • . . . • • • • • •

Total cash sales .........••••.........

668

60, 886. 85 . • . . . . . . . • • . . . • . . • • . . • . .

01'iginal homestead entries ...•••..••...•..
Final homestead entries ...........•.......
Lands entered under the timber·CUlture
laws ...... . ..........................•..
Final entries under the timber-culture

407
169

63,595.98
(26,615.11)

$1,590.13
666. 30

$4,010.00

5,600.13
666. 30

468

73, 307. 71

l, 872. 00

4,610.00

6,482.00

(320. 001 .•••••••••••

8. 00

8.00

4.00
962. 00

4.00
962. 00

laws ..... . ............................. .

2

163. 31

------1-----116, 212. 99

Lands enterecl with military bounty.1and
1
warrants ............••.............•..•.
(160. 00) ••••••••••••
Pre-emption declaratory statements ..... .
481
Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara.
7 ......................... .
tory statements ....... _................ .
Amoun~ !eceived for reducing testimony
to writing ...•........•... . ..... _..........•...•......•••••..•.•••••.......
Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom . . . . . . . .

2, 203

40, 101. 60

197,790.54

4,128.43

14.00

14. 00

1,173.05

1,173.05

10, 781. 05

131, 122. 47
6,000.00
193. 00
2,068.60

Total. ..• .; ...•..•..•..•.... . .. . .••••..........•.•.. _....... _••..••..••...•.••••.••.

8,261.60

LA.ND OFFICE A.T CARSON CITY, NEV.
Sales of mineral lands ...............•.....
Excess payments on homestead, timberculture, and other entries and locations ..
Original entries under the desert-land act
Total c11sh sales .................. . ..

7

137. 53

1
1

.64
320. 00

- 9 __4_5_8:-ii'

Original homestead entries................
Final homestead en tries...... . . . . • . . . . . . . •
Lands entered under the iimber-culture

5
3

s~t!~~i~~ti~~;·:: :::: :: :::: ::: :::: : : ::: : ::

99~

700. 00

1. 60
160. 00
-. •-.-.-._·-.-..-.-.-.

796. 68
(480. 00]

36. oo
18. oo

240. oo

8. oo

1
1
-.-• •-.-.-• •-.-._-_-_ _ _ _

50. 00

· · · · · •• •· •• ·
915. oo

8_6_1,_6_0
86. 00
18_00
23 _00

Applications to f:urchase mineral lands .. _
8 ... ~~:: ~~:·. ~~ _ : : : : : : : : : : : :
l, 880. 00
l, 980. 00
Pre-emption dee aratory statements . ......
2 .•••.. _....•.. _••• •• . .•• •.
80. 00
Afoun~ ~eceived for reducing testimony
6. 00
o writing............................... . . • . . • . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . .
80. 30
80. 30
Total of all classes of entries and - - - - - - - · ---.---i------l--·--amount received therefrom........ 1,019
159, 106. 89
62. oo
2 2

i: gg

Salaries, fees, and commissions of register

==-===1-=====1====1=~'==l,;l~.3;;0=1==:::;3~,1:;;3~4-~90

ti!~~~::!!~ti:!ii;.;g::::::::::::::::::::
:::::::: .::::::::::::::
:::::::::::: .············
........................... ==
. . . . . . . . . . ·······-····
. . . . . . . . ..

3,225. {>2
14. 20
240. 00

Total. .................................. . ......................................... _

3,479.72
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Statement of business at local land offices during fiscal year ended June ao, 1888-Continued.
LAND OFFICE AT EUREKA, NEV.
[The area in brackets is not included in the aggregate by States, having been accounted for in the
original entries.)
.
Class of entry.

Acres.

No.

Sales of minerallands ..••.......•......•.
Excess payments on homestead, timber.
culture, and other entries and locations .
Final entries under the desert.land act . .. .

16

Total cash sales ......•..•........••.

18

1
1

Commissions.

264. 70

1,726

116. 00

6.2~
356.17
1,722.42

269.20 .•••.•......

266,048.12

Amount.
$1,360.00

4.50 ·••···•· ·· •· ..••........
[356.17) .••••• .••... .•••••.••••.

Original homestead entries .....•.•••••....
8
1,270.51
$48. 00
Final homestead entries .......•...........
9
60.00
[1,431.601
Lands entered under the timber.culture
8.00
laws ...........•.........................
2
320. 50
Lands selected under grants to railroads ..
62
9,823.35
State selections .............••.........••. 1,591
254,364.56
Applications to purchase mineral lands .. .
28
Applications to pure,hase coal lands ...... .
4
4
Mineral protests, adverse claims ......... .
Amount received for reducing testimony
to writing ...........••••••..........•••..........••.....••.•••.... . .......
Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom.. . . . • .

Fees.

$80. 00

128. 00
60.00

20.00
122.80
3,193.00
280.00
12. 00
40. 00

28.00
122. 80
3,193.00
280. 00
12. 00
40.00

33.10

33.10

3,780.90

5,619.32

Salaries, fees, and commissions of register "
and receiver ...... .. ..•....••....•....••..... . ...... •.... .......• •....•...•.•...•. .....
¥nxJd!!:!i°Jxtein°s~!i~~: :: : : ::: :::::: :::::: :::::: :: : : : : :::::::::: :::::: :::: :: : ::::: ::: : ::

4,831.32
29.40
420. 00
5,280.72

Total ...•...........•............... .
LAND OFFICE AT LAS CRUCES, N. MEX.
Sales of land subject to private entry .....•
Sales ofland subject to pre.emption entry.
Sales of mineral lands ..... . .. .......... ." . .
Sales of coallands .................•...••.
Excess payments on homestead timber·
culture, and other entries and locations.
Original entries under the desert-land act.
Final entries under the desert-land act . ...
Homestead entries commuted to cash un.
der section 2301, Revised Statutes ...... .
Total cash sales ...•......•..........

3
75
57
3

11

32
4

932. 93
14,391.12
5,072.50
1,905.70

648.05
9,853.03
1,067.25
190. 57
38. 68 .•••.• ··•••· ·•••·•·•••••
8,626.56 ...••• ·••••• .•••••.••••.
(1, 080. 00) ..••••.........• , •.• .•••

87. 59
2,342.98
1,080.00
1,124.23

5

[739.38J ••••••··•··· ·••·•• •··•··
-----------1
-----1·---20,424.14 . . . • • • . •• . • . . ••• • • . • • • . •
26,937.05
190

2,251.62
Original homestead entries ....•.......... .
18,086.01
1, 071. 62
1, 180. 00
132
407. 80
Final homestead entries .... .. ..... ....... .
[6,032.16)
45
407. 80 ·••··••·•• · ·
Lands entered under the timber.culture
laws ........•••...........•..............
7, 386. 22
216. 00
485. 00
70L 00
M
Final entries under the timber.cnlture laws
(326. 96) • • • • • • • • • • • •
12. 00
12. 00
3
Lands entered with ioux half.breed scrip .
2
320. 00 •••••• ·•·••· · ····· .••••• · -·-·· ...•••
Lands selected under grants to railroads ..
lb8
Applicatious to purchase mineral lands .. .
87
36. 00
36.00
A1>plicatlone to purchase coal lands .. .... .
12
Mmeral prot sts, adver e claims . ........ .
100. 00
100. 00
10
Pre-emption declaratory stat.em nu ..... .
894. 00
8~. 00
298
ldiers' and sailors' homestead declara.
tory statem nt ............. .. . _.. _.... .
12. 00
12. 00
4 ····· · · -··· ·-· ·••••••••••·
Amount r lved for reducing te timony
841.14
to writing ... . _.... _....... _..... _••...............•• . . _....•..•..........
841.14

.... ~~·.~~~·.~:. ::::::::::::

Total of all olae e of entries and
amount received therefrom . .......

m:ii

m::

-------1-----1-----------1,025

76,330.30

1,605.42

4,806.14

33, 438.61

l====l====l=-=-=-=-=-~= = =
6,000.00
23.05
1,232.10
7,255.15
GOO. 00

333

PUBLIC LA!sDS.

Statement of business at local land offices dtiring fiscal year ended ,June 30, 1886-Continued.
LAND OFFICE AT SANTA Ft, N. MEX.
[The area in braokets is not included in the, a~gregate. by States, having been accounted for in the
ongmal entnes.1
Acres.

No.

Class of entry.
Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry.
Sales ot' mineral lands...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Sales uf coal lands...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • .
Excess payments on homestead, timberculture, and other entries _and !ocatiorn;..
Original entries under the desert-fand act.
Final entries under the desert-land act....
Homestead entries commuted to cash
under section 2301, Revised Statutes . •• .
Total cash sales.....................
Original homestead entries................
Final homestead entries . . . . . . ..•.... .. . . .
Lands entered under the timber-culture
laws................................ . . . .
Lands entered with military bounty-land
warrants...... ...... ... . . . . . . . . . •. .... ..
Lands selected under grants to railroads..
Applications to purchase mineral lands . .
Applications to purchase coal lands.......
Pre-emption declaratory statements.......
Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declaratory statements . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .
.Amount received for reducing testimony
to writing -.. -. -- --.........•........ .'. .
Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom........

86
5

1

Commissions.

Amount.

Fees.

$17,531.95
850. 00
400. 00

12,461.70
67.99
40. 00

29
37
1

114. 72 • • . . • • . • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . .
12,836.50 .••• •. •• .. . • . . . . . •• . . . . .
[638. 8&1 . . • . . . . . . • • . . . . . . • • . • • . .

210. 64
3,779. 70
638. 89

10

[1,493.88] . . . . . . • •• • •• . . . . . . . . . • . .

1,967. 37

----1------1- ----1-----1----169
25,520. 91 •. . . ..•... . • • . . . . . . . .
24,878.55
307
96

46,644.38
[14,725.87]

212

82, 306. 15

1
[80. 001
2,998
479,757.99
5 .. . . . . . . . . . . • .
27 . .. . . . . . •. . •• .
405 .• . .• .••...•.

$2,725.50
$2,990.00
804. 00 . . . . . . • . . • . .
8i8. 00

. ••. . . . .. . •.

.••. ; . . . . • . .
. • •• . . •. • • • .
. .. . . • .••••.
. .. • • • ••. • •.

5,715.50
804. 00

2, 055. 00

2, 903. 00

4. 00
5,996.00
50. 00
81. 00
J, 215. 00

4. 00
5,996. 00
50 00
81. 00
l , 215. 00

10 . •. • • • . . • . . . . . . . • . . • • • . . • .

30. 00

30. 00

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . • ••

321. 23

321. 23 ·

4, 230

584,229. 43..

4,877.50

12,742.28

41,998.28

Salaries, fee§, and commissions of register

~nii~:::ti:i~~~~~~::::::::~:::::::::: ::: :::::::: : :::::::: :::: : :::: : :::::: :::: :

6,000.00
16.10
619.17

Total .........•.•............••......

6, 63C. 27

Amount received in certificates of deposit
on account of surveys ................. .

871. 00

SALES IN OHIO.
Original homestead entriet1 .......•......•

2

240. 00

6.00

15. 00 .1

21. 00

Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom ...••...

, 2

240.00

6.00

15. oo

I

21. 00

·-----
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Stateme·nt of business at local land o:tfices dm·ing fiscal yea1· ended June 30, 1888-Con ti nued.

IThe area in brackets is

LAND OFFICE AT LA GRANDE, OREGON.
not included in the aggregate by States, having been accounted for in the
original entries.)

Class of entry.

Acres.

No.

Sales of land suhject to pre·emption entry.
Sales of timber ancl stone lands .......•....
Sales of mineral lands ............ .. .... .
Sales of Baker City town lots . ........... .
Sales of Pendleton town lots ............. .
Excess payments on homesteau, tim bcr.
cult.are, iind other entries and locations.
Original entries under the desert·land act
Final entries under tl1e desert.}and act ....
Homestead entries commuted to cash un·
- der section 2301, Revised Statutes ...•...

233
37
9

Total cash sales., .................... .

355

Original homestead entries .. ... .....••••..
Final homestead entries . ........ . ..... ... .
Lanils entered under the timber·culture
laws .. .. .... .... .................•.•.....
}final entries under the timber·culture
laws .. . ....... ........ . ..... ...... .••••. .
Lands entered with military bounty.land
,varrant1:1 ......... . ...... .. . . ........... .
Applications to purchase mineral lands ... .
Applications to purchase coal lands ..... .

348

54, Oi5. 70

221

I34, 4.!6. 211

165

24,026.92

Aff~~~~~i~~~ ~~. ~~-r~.~~~~ ~~~ ~~~ .~~~l.~~~~~.

Commissions.

Fees.

Amount.

33,380.62
4,254.37
201. 76

$47,726.33
10,635.93
875. 00
36. 00

]

2.60

2

13:a!. 41

87. 55 .•....• . •.•..••..• •... .
1. 620. 34 .•••••.••••..•••...• ...
(759.88J . .• ..••. .•. . .•••...•.. .

31
9
6

405. 09
759. 88

f4, 179. 64] ..•..••......•••.•• . .•.

27

39,544.64 . .•.... ....
$2,214.02
1,701. !J4

5,499.55

•••.••..•• I

66,072.69

$3, 4'.!o. oo I

5,634.02
I, 701. 94

1,550.00

2,210.00

(3, 956. 68) .. . ..... .. . .

104. 00

104. 00

80. 00 ·•·•·•···• · .
7 . ........... .. .... ..... ..
3

2. 00

2. 00
70. 00
9. 00

26

660. 00

1

70. 00
9.00

370. 00
1,899.00

370. 00

37

1,899.00
Pre.emption declaratory statements ..... .
633
Amoun~ !eceived for reducing tistimony
938. 80
to wntmg ............................... .. ................... .
Total of all classes of entries and - - - - - - 8,362.80
4,575.96
amount received therefrom . . .. . . . 1,796
117,727.26
Salaries, fees, and commissions of register
and receiver. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .......... .
Expenses of depositing.... . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .......... .
Incidental expenses ...... . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .......... . ...... .. .. - .

938. 80

------1------i------

79,011.45
6,000.00
178. 10
l, 054. 60

----1------1------1------- - - 7,232.70

Total. ..........•.....................•........•..................... ... .. ... ......
Cash sales, Umatilla Indian lands, town
1 . ••••.. ••. . . •. .••. .••. .•.. .••. .•••. ••
lots ......... ..... . .. . ·· ·. · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·

===~=====l:====I======-==
1. 00

LAND OFFICE AT LA.KE VIEW, OREGON.
Sales of land suhjr,ct to private entry . .... .
Sales of timber and stone lands .......... .
Excess payments 011 l.10m estead, timb r·
culture, and other e11tries and locn.tions .
Origfoal ent rfos nnder the cl •s rt.lan<l act .
Final entries nn<ler the desert-land nut ....
Hom estead e11tries com muted to cash un.
der s ction 2301, Revised tatutes ..... .

184

Total cash sales . ... .. ....• .. ....... .

298

37,146.65 .... .•...• . .

Oriirinal homest ad entries .......... . ... . .
:Final home!lteacl entries . ..... . ........... .
Lauds ent red uuder the timber.culture
la,, s . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .
1
1
LU:~~raitt ~.~.~.it.~.
State selrctions, school indemnity .. . . .. . .

248
25

39, o:;:i.11
f3, 939. 92)

~~ '.~~~~-~~~-~~~·. ~.~~.

29

81. 59
2,039.04

65. 26 ..•...•...•..••..••..••.
8,159. 72 : •. •.... • .. •.....•. •••.

34
22

8,778.96

ff!, 7i8. 90) ...•.•.••....•••.•.• - . - .

3, 8fi6. 68

f3, 003. 34) . ... ..•.••.............

20

182

1
7

35,102.30
2,098.75

28,082.17
839. 50

9

25,001.22

I

51,068.31

1,464.56
148. 21

2,465.00

3,029.56
148. 21

728. 00

1,625.00

2,353.00

160. 00
l, 050. 03 .•..•..•••..

4. 00
12. oo

I

4. 00
12. 00

Af.,f~~ at_i~~sto _v~~~~~~-t~~~~~.a~~-s_t_~~~0 .........•..• 1
00. 00
00. 00
Pr -emption d•clar,, tory statements ...
421 ... ... ...... . ::::::::::::
], 263. 00
1,263.00
ldi r 'ancl ailor ' homestead d clar,1- 1
I
0
1
3 ,00
3,00
· ··· · ·······• !············
A~~;:~te~i~ fo;·;·d~--i~g-t .. ll~~1;y·
to wr1t111)! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ... ........ . · 1· ..... . . . . .
706. 73
706. 73
' ot.11 fall lnl\Se!l of rnt1ir nilll
amount r · eivod th ·1 from ........ 1,102
102,420.01
2. 3l0. 77
6, 16 . 7:1
60,477.81
Jari ,. f · , and omm1s. Ions of re Isler - - - - - - --1=--=------------- -----------=--=-~,----

~1

1--·---- ------

I1~~:n:t ~~~if-it~g: :::.::::::::::::::: ::::: :::\:::::::::::::: :::::: ::::::
1.'-

1
::::::: :::::

• ••• . •••••••••••••••••• ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............... .

6
, ~5~303:. g5~9
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PUBLIC LANDS.

SUllen&tnt of business at looal land offi~a dm·ing fiscal year ended June 30, 1888-Continued.
LAND OFFICE AT OREGON CITY, OREGON.
[The area in brackets is not included in th~ :i,ggregat~ bj States, having bee• accounted for in the

or1gmal entries.

Acres.

No.

· Class of entry.
Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry.
Sales of timber and stone lands . . • . . . . . . . .

86
29

Excess payments on homestead, timber.

culture, and other entries and locations.
Homestead entries commuted to cash under section 2301, Revised Statutes.......

Commfs.
sions.

10,095.01 . • • • • • ••• • • . . • • • • • . • • • • .
3,903.61 . • • . . . • • • •• . . ••• •• ••••••

Amount.
$13, 072. 95
9, 759.02

31

172. 24 . • • . . • • . . • • . • • • • . • • . • • • •

250. 37

25

[3, 136. 91) . • • • • • . • • • • • . •• • •• • • • • • •

4, 174. 13

171

14, 170. 86 . • • • . . • . . • • . . • • . • • • . • • • •

27, 256. 47

358
54,665.33
$2,506.75 $3,535.00
[26,899.34]
1,493.30 • • • • • • . • • • . •
203
100, 434. 41 • • • • • • . • • • • •
1, 255. 00
628
4, 095. 79 . • • • • • • • • • • •
51. 70
27
126. 00
42 . .................... ,. • • •

6,041.75
1, 493. 30
1, 255. 00
51. 70
126. 00

----i------1------1------:-----

Total cash sales . • . • . • . . . . • • • . • • . • • • .
Original homestead entries ••.••••••••••••.
Final homestead entries .....••.•••.•.•••••
Lands selected under grants to railroads ..
State selections, school indemnity .....•..
.Applications to purchase coal lands . ..... .

A£.l'~~~~i~~~ ~~-~~:~~~~~ ~~~~~~ -~~~-~~~~~-

29

Pre-emption declaratory statements . .... . .
291
Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara1 ......................... .
tory statements ....................... ..
Amount received for reducing testimony
to writing ...................... ......... ................................ .
Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom........

Fees.

1,750

173,366.39

4,000.05

290. 00
873.00

290. 00
873. 00

3.00

3.00

993.42

993. 42

7,127.12

38,383.64

===l=====r-====l====::.l====

Salaries, fees, and commissions of register
and receiver. . . . . . . . • • • . • . . • . . . • . . • • • • • • . . . . • • • . . • • .. • • . • • . • • . . • • . . • • . . • • . . ••.•••..••.

¥:J~!:!i°!:;:i:!:~:::·:::::::: :::::: :::: ::::: ::: :::·:::::::: ::: :::::::::::: ::::::::::::

6,000.00
27.85
226. 30

Total. •••••..•••.••••••••••••.•••.•...••••••..•••••.••• · ••. , ••• •• , ••••• · •••• •••• ••·

6,254.15

LAND OFFICE AT ROSEBURGH, OREGON.
Sales of land subject to private entry.....
Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry.
Sales of timber and stone lands .•••••..••••
Salee of mineral lands . ........ . .•......•••
Excess payments on homestead, timber.
culture, and other entries and locations .
Homestead entries commuted to cash un.
der section 2301, Revised Statutes .......
Homestead entries commuted to cash under section 2; act June 15, 1880 •.•••••.•••

21
58
8
8

4,284.26
7,384.72
1,000.00
561. 92

17

52.33

.

:;
1

13,283.23

Original homestead entries .•.••...••••.••.
Final homestead entries ....•••..••.•.....•
Lancleentered under the donation act .....
Lande selected under rants to railroads ..
State selections, achoo indemnity .........
Applications to purchase mineral lands ...

212
155
2
1,448
43

30,776.41
(23, 050. 4f,]
472. 86
231,595.62
6,956.94

8
349

Salaries, fees, and commissions of register
and receiver .............................
ExJ.>enses of depositing ...................
Incidental expenses .......................
TotaL ....... .................... ....

············
1,884.83
1,202.24

..............
·····--· ...

................. ·········-··
...... -----.............. .............
................ . . . . ..... ...

3 ·-----. -...... ............
........ ·---···-······ .............

Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom . ..•••••

2,347

............

............ ·--·-· ······
[137.31]
············ ·--- ........

118

.Af~~c11~t_i~~-~ ~-~~:~~~~~ ~~~~~~ -~~~-~t-~~~.
Pre-emption declaratory statements ...•••.
Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declaratory statements .........................
Amount received for reducing testimony
to writing ...............................

-..............

............ .··--· ......

(669,501

Total cash t1ales .•..••..•••••..••..•.

9

···-··
·········--· ......
............
......
....... ······
....... ............

283,085.06

8,087.07

. ·-· .........
2,010.00

110. 62
1,223.75
157. 90
22,138.96

15.00
2,896.00
83,00
90.00

3,894.83
1,202.24
15.00
~. 896. 00
83.00
90.00

80. 00
1,047.00

80.00
1,047.00

.............

9.00

9.00

818.32

818. 32

7,048.32

32,274.35

. ..... .. ··- ............ ············ ............
........ ·············· ............ ...............
······-······· ············ ····-·······
........ ... ... . .... ... . . ............ . ...............

-4,mount received in certiftcatee of deposit
on account of !Jurv~ys ................... .

5,.355. 32
11,151.37
2,500.00
1,640.00

···--·. ······ ........ ............. .............

6,000.00
48. 50
271.00
6,319.50
600.00

336

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY Oll' 1'HE INTERIOR.

Statement of business at local land offictJB during fiscal year ended June 30, 1888-Continued.
LAND OFFICE AT THE DALLES, OREGON.
[The area in brackets is not included in the aggregate by States, having been accounted for in the
original entries.}
Class of entry.
Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry .
Sales of timber and stone lands ...••.......
Sales of town lots, Fort Dalles .......••.•.
Excess payments on homestead, timberculture, and other entries and locations ..
Otiginal entries under the desert-land act.
Home~tead entries commuted toicash under
section 2301, Revised Statutes •.••••.....
Total cash sales .•••.•.••••••........
Original homestead entries ...•.•••.••.....
Final homestead entries .................. .
Lands entered under the timber·culture
laws . . .. .. ... . ..........•••••...•.•......
Final entri~s under the timber.culture laws.
Lands entered with military bounty.land
warrants .......•.•.•.••.....•..•........
Land!I' selected under grants to railroads ..
State selections, school indemnity .•••.•••.
Applications to purchase coal lands ....•..

No.

.Acres.

228
12

Commie·
sions.

33,894.41
1,440.00

49
5

203.92 ...................... ..
800.00 ............. .......... .

27

[4,188.53] .•.....••••....•.•....•.

----1
------1
369
36. 338. 33 . . . . . . .. . . . . . .......... .
399

62,414.40
(30,609.68]

194

508
3

3

102
1
14

2,246

Amount.
$59,594.76
3,600.00
3,757.12

48

365. 26
200. 00

6,676.24
74,193. 38

$3, 775. 50 $3, 925. 00
2, 016,00 .... . . ······

7,700.50
2,016.00

77, 951. 82
2, 032. 00
(480. 00) ••••••••••••

,, 935.00
12.00

12.00

240. 00 .••.........
16,277.52 •••··••·· ...
160. 93 .•••••......

12. 00
203. 00
2.00
42.00

12.00
203. 00
2.00
42.00

170. 00
1,899.00

1,899.00

Afi~l~a·t·i~~.~ ~ ~~=~~~-s.~ ~~~~~= ~-~~ .~t.~~~.
17
Pre-emption declarat-Ory statements .••..•.
633
Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declara·
t-Ory statements .••••..••..•..••••..•..•.
3 ......................... .
Amount received for reducing testimony
to writing . ~ ............................................... ............... .
Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom........

Fees.

193,383.09

7, 823, 50

6,962.00

170.00

9. 00

9.00

711. 95

711. 95

11, 920. 95

93,937.83

=-=--=--=----1--=--=--=--=-======1=------==1=====1~==

Salaries, fees, and commissions of register
and receiver.......... • ................................ ....................... .... .. .

0,000. 00

f;c~~~!!:i°!xtefn°s~!~!: :: : : : : : :: : : :: ::: : : : : : : : : : : : :::::::::::::: ::::::::: :: : : :: : : : : :: : : :

1,163.50

Total. ..•... ••.•.. . ·-···· •.•• ·- .•.•...•... ·• · .•••.. · - · · .... ···•·· ...... , ...... ••·•·•

7,253.82

00.15

L..lND OFFICE .AT SA.LT LA.KE CITY, UTAH.
Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry .
Sales of mineral lands . ..... .. ..••..•. .....
Excess payments on homestead timberoulture, and other entries and iocations .
Orip;inal entries under the desert-land act.
l•'inal entries under the desert-land act ....
Homestead entries commuted t-Ocash under
section 2301, Revised Statutes •.•••..••..

90
86

I

15,153.43
4,925.00

11,057.63
1,247.48

42
364
52

99,426.42 ..........•.... .........
(11,101.54] ..................... .. .

33. 31 .•••••.••••..•••••.•••••

54. 76
26,060.U
11,101.M

24

[2, 949. 96] . . . . . . . . . . . . ......... ..

., 676.31

Original homestead entries ....••.•.•......
344
2, 223. 00
J, , 50. 00
49,355.44
Final homestead entries ..•••.•.....•...••.
173
[24,740.98)
1,098.00 .......... .
Lands entered under the timber-culture
laws ..... . .. .......... .. .... ......... ... .
257
30,234.71
1,028.00
2,075.00
Final entries under the timber-culture Jaws.
4
[420.40] ........... .
16.00
Lands select-ed under grants to railroads ..
299
47,643.34 ........... .
595. 56
pphcations t,o purchase mineral lands ...
115
I, 150. 00
A pplicatione to purchase coal lands ..•••••
107
321. 00
ineral protests1 adverse claim . ••••• .•..
88
380. 00
Pre-emption dec1.&ratory statements .••••••
424
1,272.00
Amollll\.received for reducing testimony
to writing .............. .... ........ .. .................. ... ... . ........... .
1,632.97

5,373.00
1,098.00

Total cash sales .................... .

------1------1------1----658
111, 764. 84 . • • • • .. • • • • • . • • • • • . • • • • •
61, 97L 18
3,103.00
16.00
595. 56
I, 150. 00
32l.OO

380. 00
1,272.00

1,632.97

1------1-----1-----1----

2,419

238,998.88

•• 349. 00

10, 592. 53

. ..... . ... . ........................ . .........................................

T

- · - - - - -1-----1------1
................ -............... ····-·· ..................... ··-··· ...... ···- ..

76,912.71
6,000.00

1,982.35
7,982.35
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Statement of business at looal land offices during fiscal year ended June 30, 188~Continued.
LAND OFFICE AT SEATTLE, WASH.

('flte area in brackets is not included in the aggregate by States, having been accounted for in the
original entries.]

No.

Class of entry.
Sales of land subject to private entry. . . • .
Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry.
Sales of timber and stone lands . . . . • • • . • ••
Sales of coal lands....................... .
Sales of town lots, Port Angeles .. ........
Excess payments' on homestead, timberculture, and other entrie;i and locations.
Homestead entries commuted to cash undElr
section 2301, Revised Statutes.... . ......

Acres.
7

Co?Jlmis810n8,

I

Fees.

440. 00 .••••••••••.••••••• • • • •.

177
22,406.37
301
28, 051. 66
34
5,258.84
150 . • • • • • • • • • • • • •

•••• n • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
•••••• ••• • • • • •• • • • • •• • • •
••••••••••••• ••••••••••.
• •• • •• • •• • • • •••• •• • • • • • •

A.mount.
$550. 00
32, 871. 83
70, 129. 08
76,377.80
19, 432. 55

53

169. 86 . • • •• • • • • ••• ••• • •• •••••.

230. 98

54

[8,076.69) .••••• •••••• •••••• •••• ••

11,510.26

Total cash sales . • • • • • • • • • ••• • • • • • • •

676

56, 326. 73 . • • . . • • . • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • •

211, 102. 50

Original homestead entries .•••.•••• ~ •• •••.
Final homestead entries .....••• •• •.••. . ••.
Lands entered under the donation act ... .. .
Lands selected under grants to railroads ..
Applications to purchase coallands . .•....

1085
241

154, 453. 42
$7, 758. 60 $10, 010. 00
135,465.13]
1,894. 76 •••••••••...
800. 00 . • • • • • • . • • • •
20. 00
2
19, 864. 57 . • • • • • • . • • • •
241. 00
120
117. 00
39 • ••••• •• ••••.•• . •• ••• ••••••

17,768.60
1; 894. 76
20.00
241. 00
117. 00

1-----l------~-----'.- -----1------

Af.f~i~~t-io~~ ~~ ~~~~~~~~ ~~~-~~~-~~~ -~~~~.
201 .••••••••••••.••••••••••••
Pre-emption dt'claratory statements.......
1170 ········-····· ••••••••••••
Soldiers' and sailors' i10mestead declara4 .•••••.••.•••.••••••••••••
tory statements. . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .
Amount received for reducing testimony
to writing......•.....•.••••••.••••••••••.••..••..••••••••••••..•••••••••••

Total of all ' classes of entri~s and
amount received therefrom. .......

3538

2,010.00
3,510.00

9, 653. 36

231,444.72

2,010.00
3,510.00

12.00

12.00

2,372.94

2,372.94

. 18, 292. 94

239,048.80

Salaries, fees, and commissions of register
and receiver. . . • • . . . . . • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • . • • . . • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . ••••••••••.

tJI~!1!1 °ix!!~~:~t!~-~ ::::::::::::: :::: :: :::::::: ::::::::::: :: . :::::::::::: :::::: :::: ::

6,000.00
239. 64
3,240.87

Total. ..•• ·......................... . .................................. · •.•••. ·•••••••

9,480.42

LAND OFFICE AT SPOKANE FALLS, WASH.
Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry.
Sales of timber and stonelands ...••......•
Excess paymimts on homestead, timber·
culture, and other entries and locations.
Homestead entries commuted to cash under section 2301, Revised Statutes . .•....
Total cash sales ..••••• .•••••••••••••
Original homestead en tries .•••••••••••••••
Final homestead entl'ies . .••...••••••.•••.•
Lands entered under the timber-culture
laws.....................................
Finalentriee under the t.im bar-culture laws
Lands selected under grants to railroads ..

Aff~1~a_t_i~~-s- ~~ -~~~~~~s-~ ~~~~~~ ~~~ .s_t~-~~.
Pre-emption declaratory statements ••••••
Soldiers' and saUors' homestead declaratory statements .........................
Amount received for reducing testimony
to writing.... . ....••..•.••••••.•..••••••
Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom ......••
Salaries, fees, and commissions of register
and receiver...••.•.•••••.•••.•••••.•••••
Expenses of depositing . .•••••••••••.•••••
Jncidental expenses ..•••••••••••••••••••••

61
16

40
14

- ·131

............ ...... -·····
··········-· .···········
131.13 ............ ............
r1, 755. 1oj ............ ...... -····
8,072.30
1,249.39

9,452.82

485
225

74,055.13
[35, 42l. 76]

154

24,332.89
[l, 800.95)
1, 796, 58l. 57

13

11227

16
396

3

············ ............
5,261.88
2,587.27

616. 00
............
............
... -.. --· ...... .. ..... ......
..............

..

········-·

.............. . .·········.
.............. ............

12650

1, 904, 422. 41

8,465.15

300. 69
4,187.68
24,661.86

4,685.00

...... ·--- ..

9,946.88
2,587.27

1,485.00
52.00
22,453.00

2,101.00
52.00
22,453.00

160. 00
1,188.00

160. 00
1,188.00

9.00

9. 00

1,042.60

1. 042. 60

31,074.60

64,201.61

........ ...............
.............. ....
.. ......
...... ......
···-. ..-.
...... ...
......
......
...
. . . ·········-··
.... ········ ..
Total .•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ········ .............. ...... ...... ............
!NT Si-VOL I-22

17,050.00
3,123.49

6,000. 0028. 75
976. 60
7, 0.05. 35
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Statement of bu_,Biness at local land offices during fiscal year ended June 30, 1888-Continued.
LA.ND OFFICE A.T T A.NCOUVER, WASH.

IThe area in brackets

is not included in the aggregate by States, haviDg been accounted for in the
original entries.)

No.

Class of entry.

A.ores.

Commiesions.

•1, 120. 84
15,265.50
16,829.98

............ . -·· .........

3,785.75

10
70
44

17

[2,208.82)

Total cash sales ..•.••••••••••••••••.

161

16,022.71

Original homestead entries .••••• --· •••••.
Final homestead entries ..............••...
Lands entered under the timber-culture
laws ........•.•••••..••..........••..•••.
Final entries under the timber-culture laws
Lands entered with military bounty-land
warrants .•••••.•••••••••.•••••.•..••••••
Donation claims ...••••.••..•.•••..•.••....
Lands selected under grants to railroads . .
Applications to purchase mineral lands ...
Applications to f:urchase coal lands .•••••.
Pre.emption dee aratory statements .......
Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declaratory statements .... .......... ... ..••.•..
Amount received for reducing testimony
to writing .••..•••.••.•••.•.••..••.•••...

259
169

86,869.81
[23,871.70)

$2,498.48
1,574.95

11
2

1,513.35
[240. 00)

20

86.82

·······•···· ............
............. ............

172.11

36,674.18

$2,380.00

4,878.48
1,574.95

44.00
............

95.00
8.00

139. 00
8.00

............
.............
............
--··········· ............
---···········
.............. ............
2 .............. ...... ......
........ ............... ...... ......

4.00
20.00
2,870.00
440. 00
120.00
639.00

4.00
20.00
2,870.00
440.00
120.00
630. 00

1
2
1486
44
40
213

Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom ........

2340

80.00
480. 00
229,698.81

284,659.68

............

............

4,112.43

6.00

6.00

1,680.55

1,630.55

8,212.55

48,999.16

.... ... -........... ............
········ .......
....... ... ---· ............ ............
········ ..............
·•·········· -----·······
Total. •••••••••••••••••••••.••.••••.. ........ ·······-······ ............ ············

Salaries, fees, and commissions of register
and receiver ............................
Expenses of depositing ....................
Incidental expenses .••.•••••••••••••••.••.

A.mount received in certificates of deposit
on account of surveys ..•••.••••••••.•••.

Amount.

............
............ ············
...... ·······-········· ............

Sales of land subject to private entry ....••
Sales of land subject to pre.emption entry.
Sales of timber and atone lands ...........
Excess payments on homestead, timber·
cultura, and other entries and locations ..
Homestead entries commuted to cash un·
der section 2801, Revised Statutes ..•••••

896.67
8,507.73
6,531.99

Fees.

........ ........... ... ...... ...... ······ ......

6,000.00
51. 00
482. 75

6,488.75
200. 00

LA.ND OFFICE AT WALLA. WALLA, WASH.
Sales of lands subject to pre.emption entry .
Sales of timber and stone lands .......... .
Excess payments on homestead, timberoulture, and other entries and locations ..
Homestead entries commuted to cash un·
der section 2301, Revised Statutes .•.•••.

118
1

57

[7,655.17] ....................... .

10,124.60

Total cash gales .•••••••••••••••••••.

193

16,248.04 ....................... .

83,854.37

Original homestead entries ............... .
Final homestead entries ................. .
Laude entered under the timber-culture

177
227

1, 684. 59
1, 700. 00
1,820.10 .......... ..

3,834.59
1,820.10

law .................................. ..

Final ntriee under the tim ber·culture Jaws
Lands ntered with military bounty.Jand
warrant . . . .. . . . . . .. . . • • . ... . . . . . . . . . . . .
Lan,ls lected under grant& to railroads.. .

Aff;~C:~i~-~~~-~~-r~-~~~~.t~~~~-~~-s-~-~~-

17

204
31
2

8785

28,172.28
400. 00

16,007.49
160. 00

157.49

80.55

26,788.35
(34, 610. 96)

28, 795. 85
816. 00
(4,415. 46J ·-~ •••••••••

1,870.00
124. 00

2,686.00
124. 00

160. 00 ••••••••••••
1, 397, 785. 5, •••••••••••.

4. 00
17,471.70

4. 00
17,471.70

1
Pr mption deelaratory statements .. . ... .
286
oldi rs' and sailol'tl' homestead deolarat-0ry statemen ...... .... ... ....... ... ..
a ..•••••••.•.•. ······-····
Am unt rec ivetl for reducing testimony
to writing .••••...••..•...••••• ·•••••·•·· ................................. .

Total of all cla& of entries and
amount received therefrom .... . • .

9859

1,469, 677. 78

4,270.69

10.00

858. 00

9.00

9.00

881.44

881. 4'

22,928.14,

61,058.20

......... .......... ................ .........................................
T

1. ...............................

10.00

858. 00

6,000.00
66.4!>
1,101.00

---1--···-········ ........................ --7,-16-7.-45
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Statement of business at local land offices during fecal year ended Ju11e 30, 1888-Contin ued.
LAND OFFICE AT NORTH Y.AKIMA, WASH.
[The area in brackets is not included in th~ ~ggrega~ hI fStates, having been accounted for in the
_
or1gmal entries, 1
Class of entry.

No.

·---~~=---' :.7.: ~~

Sales ofland subject to pre-omvtion entry •
Sales of timber and stone lands . . • . . • • • • • .
Excess payments on homestead, timberculture, and other entries and locations..
Original entries under the desert land act •
Final emries under the desert land ac~....
Horues~ad entries commuted to cash under section 2301, Revised Statutes.......

41>
1

5

(786.57] ......•. -.............. .

1,766.43

Total cash sales •••••••••••••.••.•••.

104.

9, 718. 73 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

16, 434. 91

Ori1tinal homestead entries .•••••••••.••••.
Final homestead entries .•..••..••...•...•.
Lands entered under the timber·CUlture
laws ..........................•........
Final entries under the timber-culture laws
Lanrls entered with ValeBtine scrip .••••••
Lan us selected under grants to railroads ..
Applications to pur~hase coal lands ..•.•••

204
38

Aff~~~a~i~~~ ~-~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~ ~~~-~~~~-

Pre.emption declaratory statements ..•••••
Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declaratory statements . . • • • . . . . . . • . • • • • • • . . . • • .
Amount received for reducing testimony
to writing...............................
Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom........

:160.
: 00
70 ••
• •::~--• • • • • •• • • • . • • • • • • • • • • •

29
14
6

2

64.65 ············ ......••.•..

i~g::1 :::::::::::: ::::::::::::

3
2

3,805
5

98.54
1,108.22
840.48

$1,589.32
390. 00

$1,960.00

3,549.32
390. 00

35, 338. 00
920. 00
[360. OOJ ••••••••••••
80.00 .••••.••••••
608, 898. (11 .•••••••••••

2,235.00
12. 00
2.00
7,610.09
]5.00

3,155.00
12. 00
2. 00
7,610.09
15.00

10.00
1,224.00

10. 00
1,224.00

30,954.17
---.. [ 5, 606. 17]

230

400. 00

1
408
5 .••..•••••••.......••.....

15.00

15.00

. ••••..••..•...•••••.•••.•

]74. 32

174. 32

2,899. 32

13,257.41

32, 59L. 64

684,989.51

4,805

===l=====Jc====l=====I:-====

Salaries, fees, and commissions of register
and receiver ........••.••..••••••••••••..••..•...••••••••.•••..••••••••••...•...•••••.

:::: :: :::::::: :::: ::::: ::: :::::: :::: ::

6,000.00
53.95
543. 20

Total .•..••.••.•••••••••••••••.•.••..•..••••••••••.••..••.•••••••••••..••••.•••••.

6,597.15

Amount received in certificates of deposit
on account of surveys .•••••.••••••••••••••••.••..••••••••..•...•••••••••••••••••••••••

44.27

rnxoi::~:i:t!:;fi:!;~:::::::: :::::: :::::::

LA.ND OFFICE AT ASHLAND, WIS.
Sales ofland su~ject to private entry ..••••
Sales of land subject to pre.emption entry.
Excess payments on homestead, timber~culture, and other entries and locations •
Homestead entries commuted to cash onder section 2301, Revised Statutes .••••••
\

Total cash sales .•••••...••••..•.•••.

Original homestead entries ••••••••••.•.••.
Final homestead entries .......••••••••.••.
Lands selected under grants to railroads ••
Pre-emption declaratory statements .••••••
Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declaratorystatements ....•..•••....•••••.••••.
Amount received for reducing testimony
to writing ...............................
Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom •••••••
Salaries, fees, and commissions of register
and receiver ............................
Incidental expenses •••••••••••••••••••••••
Total ..................................

65
19

6,723.U
2,155.01

·····-· .... ·---···--···
............
·············

11,862.51
4,440.39

---113

[3,098.41]

............. ............
............. .............

5,746.73

8,913.79

............ ·--·········

22, 124-. 37

{!57
29
1,144
219

34-, 534.86
,4, 197.86]
1 2.966.00

8
21

35.64

1,031.94
194.89

..............

·············· ············

2,295.00
2,287.76
438.00

74-. 74

3,926.94
194.89
2,287.76
438. 00

............... ...... .... ..

4.00

4.00

........ ....... ....... ............

560.05

560. 05

5,584.81

29,536.01

~

1,764

226,414.66

1,826.83

......... .............. .... .. ...... ............

.............. ............ ............

........ .............. -·········· ............

6,000.00
160.00
6,160.00
..J
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Statement of buBineBB at local la·nd offices du1·ing fiscal year ended June 30, 1888-Continued.
LAND OFFICE AT EAU CLAIRE, WIS.
[The area in brackets is not included in the aggregate by States, having been accounted for in the
·
origwa.l entries.]
Class of entry.

No.

Acres.

Sales of land subjeet to private entry ...•.
Sales of land su bJect to pre-emption entry.
Excess payments on homestead, timberculture, nnd other entries and locations.
Homestead entries commuted to cash nnder section 2301, Revised Statutes . .•••••
Homestead entries commuted to cash under section 2, act June 15, 1880 ••••••••••

84,

Total cash sales .....................

102

5
3
9

l

Original hom·estead entries ...•••....•.....
87
Final homestead entries ...••••.....••..••.
111
Lands selected under grants to railroads ••
97
Pre-emption declaratory statements ....••.
57
Amount received for reducing testimony
to writing ............................... - . -.. --.
Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom .••...•.

,54

12.487. 77
371.16

Commis,
sions.

Fees.

············ ············
............
..... ... . --..

............ ············
............ ..............
[40. 001 ............ ---···· .....
13,232.96 ---·---····· ............
14.03

[880.00)

9,505.36
ll3, 388. 22)
15,376.57

Amount.
116,509.74
727.90
17.M
1,300.00
93.00
18,648.18

$301.98
465.87

.650.00

······------

11,.00

191.50
114.00

................ ..............

699.21

699.21

1,654.71

21,070.74

..............
38,114.89

............ ·········-·
191. 50

767.85

Salaries, fees, and commissions of register
and receiver . ............................
Incidental expenses .•...•..•.•••.•••••.••.

.............. ............ ..............
········ .............
............... ............
··-·····
Total .•••••........•••.....•.• •• ••••• ........ ............... ---········· ................

951.98
465.87

3,245.52
259. 21)

a, 504. 12

LAND OFFICE AT FALLS SA.INT CROIX, WIS.

t~:e~{e1i.acl~n~~~:~~~J:~d~oe~!'l\;ii: ·
der section 2301, Revised Statutes.......
Total cash sales . . . . • • . . . . . . . . • • . . . . .

26
3

1, 763. 31 .. • • • • . •• • • • . • • • • • . • • • • .
f240. 00) .. • . • . • . . • • . . • • • • .. • • . . .

2, 396. 28
300. 00

----1------1-----r-----1---29
1, 763. 31 .. • • . . . . . • • . . • • .. • • • • • • •
2, 696. 28

Original homestead entries • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . •
70
9, 080. 05
253. 90
620. 00
873. 90
Final homestead entries...................
91
[10,747.71]
302. 04 . • ... • • • • • ..
302. 04
Indian allotments, act February 8, 1887....
1
160. 00 .........••. . .•..•..••...••.........
Pre-emption declaratory statements.......
27 • • • • .. . • • . • • • . • • • . • .. • • • •
M. 00
54. 00
Amount received for reducing testimony
to writing............................... . ••. . .. . .•• • . • . . • . . • .. . .• . . • . . . • . .
553. 47
553. 47
Total of a.11 classes of entries and
amount received therefrom ..•..••

218

11,003.86

555.94

1, 221.,1

Salaries, fees, and commissions of register
and receiver ......................................................................... .

4,479.69

tJ~~!:i. !x~?ii~:~~-: :: :: :::: :::::::::: :::::::: ::: ::: :::: :::: ::::::::: ::: ::::::::::::

2,217.32
4.70
116. 95

Total .............•••••.••..•••..•••• ............ •••••••••••••• .•••••..••....•.....••..

2,338.97

0

..
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Statnumt of business at local land offices during fiscal year ended JunB 30, 1888-Continued.
LAND OFFICE AT LA CROSSE, WIS. ,
fThe area in brackets is not included in the aggregate by States, having been accounted for in the
- original entries.]
Commie-

Acres.

No.

Class of entry.

1,561.24
80.00

Salee of land subject to private entry ..••.
Salee of land subject to pre-emption entry.
Excess payments on homestead, timberculture, and other entries and locations .•

a3

r

12.06

Total cash sales .....................

36

I, 653.30

2

stone.

Fees.

............ ...... ·----............ .............

$2,551.55
. 100.00

............ ············
. -...... --. .............

2,681.70

~

84
7,267.20
$365.14
$565. 00
Original homestead entries .•...•• __ .••• _•.
]'inal homestead entries ... ·.... _..•..•..•..
46
[4,173.19)
128. 26 ···-·· -----Pre-emption declaratory statements ..•...•
27 .••..•••••.••...•••• ·----·
54.00
Amonn~ _received for reducing testimony
289. 22
to wntmg ...............••. ··--······ ·-· ······-· ... - ...••..••...•..•......

Total of all classes of entries and
a.nount re1ieived therefrom ..•...•.

Amount.

30.15

870.14
128. 26
54. 00
289. 22

908.22

4,023.32

Salaries, fees, and commissions of register
and receiver ............ __ . ____ • _.••.• _... _••••... __ • _•. _•..••.• ____ • • • • . . . . •.•.•. _. _..
Incidental expenses·········-···--········ . .-..• - .. ·······-····-· _________ : ...•...•..••..

1,830.23
254. 90

Total ............ ···--··-······-····· ........ --~---·-·· .••..••...•••••. ·--·-· .••••.

2,085.13

193

8,920.50

433.40

LAND OFFICE AT :MENASHA, WIS.
Sales of land subject to private entry ...••·•
Homestead entries commuted to cash under section 2301, Revi!•ed Statutes ...... .
Homestead entries commuted to cash under section 2, act June 15, 1880 ••••••••••

96

8,668.00 ...................... ~-

10,835.01

5

[520. 001 . ••••• .••• •• . . • •• • • ••• ••

650. 00

1

[64.64] ...... ·•·••· ..•••. ..••••

77.86

Total cash sales ..•...•.......•...••.

102

8, 668. 00 . • • • .. • .. • .. . • • . • • • . • • • .

11, 562. 87

Original homestead entries .••• _•.••..•.••.
24
2,310.27
67.80
175.00
Final homestead entries ........••• __ . __ •••
62
(8, 838.10]
220. 94 .••....••••.
Pre-emption declaratory statements •.•• _..
10 .••••••••.•••. .••••• ••••••
20.00
Amount received for reducing testimony
to writing ......••..•..•••...•...·•.........•.•••..•••••• _...... . •.•.•.•••..
515. 93

232. 80
220. 94
20. 00

Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom .•••• ·••.

198

10,978.27

278.-74:

710.93

515. 93
12, 552 ..54

Salarif,s, f~es, and commissions of register

In~ige~tr:~~~-S-68 ............................. -... -.---........ ·--................... .
Total. ••••••••••••••••• ·------·-····· .•••••••••••••••••••••• ····-······ • ·-·. __ . • ·-·

1,597.74
188.10
l, 785.84

-

342

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

Statem,nt of business at local land offices during fiscal yea1·ended Jun, 80, 18i8-Continued,
LAND OFFICE AT W A.US.A.U, WIS.
(The area in brackets is not included in the aggregate by States, having been acoounted tor in the
original entries.)
Cla.as of entry.

•

No.

A.ores.

Sales of land subject to private entry ... :.
Sales ofland subject to Ere-emption entry ..
Excess payments on omeetead, timberculture, and other entries and locations ..
.Homestead entries commuted to cash under section 2301, Revised Statutes .......
Homestead entries commuted. to cash under aection 2, act Juue 15, 1880 ..........

265
6

Total cash sales .....................

292

8

a
i

Original homestead entriee ...... ..........
166
Final homestead entries ...................
127
Pre-emption declaratory statements .......
78
Soldiers' and sailors' homestead declaratory statements .. . ......................
4
Amoun~ received for reducing testimony
townt1ng ...........•......•............ ...........
Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom .......

667

Salaries, fees, and commissions of register
and receiver ............................. ········
Incidental expenses ....................... ...........

Commisaions.

Fees.

···········- ............
............
............
86.16 ............ .... .. .... ..
rm.,11 ... .. .. ...... ......... --.

24,106.61
628.98

[240.00)
24,771.75
17,419.17

----········ ············
············ ············
$600,71

$1,280.00

467. 76 ...... ........
r13, 9a1. 10J ............
156.00

··············

·············· ............
........... ..... . ............
42, l!Hl.92

1,068.47

= =, - - -

A.mount.
~o, 188.88
1,2311.~

,o.oo
1, 391.'¥(
,10. 00

33,222.94.
1,880.71
4.67.76
156.00

8.00

8.00

798. 91

798. 91

2,242.01

86,534.32

= = =-n--

............ -.............
.............. ············
·-------······ ············
-·
Total ................................ ........
......
······
---·········
··············

8,68'.80
116. 70

11,801.60

LA.ND OFFICE A.T BUFFALO, WYO.
Sales ofland subject to pre-emption entry..
Excess payments on homestead, iimbercultme, and other entries and locations..
Original entries under the desert-land act..
Final entries under the desert-land act....
Homestead entries commuted to cash under section 2301, Revised Statutes.......
Total cash sales.....................

19

2, 880. 07 .. .. • .. .. .. • . .. .. • .. • .. •

8, 600. 2'

8

.89 ............ ............
4,715.21 .. .. • • •• ... • .... .. • .. • • •
[:!, 278. 251 • • .. .. • • • .. • . • • .. ... . • • .

1,178.86
2,278.26

13
6

1.11

8
[480. 00) . ........... .......... •.
600. 00
1----11------11----·1-----1----44
7,596.17 ............ ............
7,658.46

Oliginal homestead entries .•••••.•••••..•.
5, 886. 66
204. 00
340. 00
84
[960. 00 J
Final homestead entries . ................. .
86. 00 .. • . • • • . • .. .
6
Lands entered under the timber-culture
laws ................................... .
166.00
76.00
19
2,600.00
10. 00
.Applications to purchase mineral lands .•.
1 ........................ ..
Applications to purchase coal lands .....•.
48.00
16
Pre-emption declaratory statements ...... .
135. 00
45
Amoun~ ~eceived for reducing testimony
townt1ng ................................................................ .
45.M
Total of all classes of entries and
amount received therefrom .......

544. 00
36. 00
241. 00
10.00
48.00
135.00

45.64

--------!-----~-----,----165

16,582.83

816.00

743.M

8, 718.0()

l===:\======l-======1=====11===

alaries, fees, and commissions of register
and receiver ......................................................................... ..

fn~~::i°!:f::S~!:::::::::::::::::::: :::::::: :::::::::::::: :::::::::::: ::::::::::::
Total ............................................................................. .

l.

½tii

4

877.01
2,810.,39

4

l.>U:BLiC LANDS,

Statement of businessat local land offices during fiscal year ended jwntl 30, 18 -Cootintt 11.
LAND OFFICES AT CHEYENNE, WYt>.
['rhe area in brackets is not included in the a~gregate by States, having been aocounted for in th
original entries.]
Acres.

No.

Class of entry.

37,184.87
155. 25
2,739.84

243

Sales of land subject to pre-emption entry.
Sales of mineral lands ..••.•••••••.....••.
Sales of coal lands ...•.............••... • .
Excess payments on homestead, timber·
cu ltore, and other entries-and locations.
Original entries under the desert.land act .
Final entries under the desert-land act ..•.
Homestead entries commuted to cash un•
der section 2301, Revised Statutes ..•••••

5

19

Commis·
sieins.

F ees.

Amount.

...........................

. -- ................ -... -. -- .

49
158
191

148. 86 ·••••• ••••• • ·••••• ••• • • •
54,458.25 ·••••• •••••• •••. . ••. • • • .
[73, 564. 25 J • • • • • • • • • • • • • ••••• ••••••

21

[3,223.961 ·••••••••••• ••••••·••·• ·

4, :? • :;

173,

Total cash sales ..••.•••••••• .• ..... .

686

94,637.07

Original homestead entries .•••••. • •••.. •.•
Final homestead entries ..•.••.....•. .•....
Lands entered under the timber.culture
laws .................•.•••.....••..••••.
Lands entered with military bounty.land
warrants ...........•.....••••
.Applications to purchase miner;iii;;a.s · ..
.Applications to purchase coal lands
· •·
Mineral protests, adverse claims
· · · · •·
Pre-emption declaratory ,stateme-iit;· · • • • • ·
Soldiers' and sailors' homestead deci;~~: •
tory st.atements ........•••••
.Amoun~ _received for reducing·t~sti~~~y·
to wntmg.......... •• • •• . • • • •• . • • • • • • • • .

346
56

54,380.35
[8,414.0i]

$2,571.00
390. 00

$3,420. 00

307

46,030.69

1,228. 00

2,950.00

4, 17 . 00

4. 00
140.00
246. 00
60. 00
1,593.00

4.
1 10. 0
2-16. 0
60. 0
1, 5 3. 00

6 ·•••••·•••·••· ..••..•••••.

18. 00

1 . 00

. • • . . • • • • • . • • • . • • . . ••• • • ••• • • •

490_00

T otal of all classes of entries and
S 1 ·

3

1--7-----l·----1---==.:.:..1
1

amount received therefrom ••• -• • •
,.

aa!des, ·~es, and commissions of register
receiver ........•••

f'n'gi::,t=."~!.: ::::::::::::::::::
............... ............ ....

160. 00

1
14
82
6
531

l. 0

5,

490. 00

- -- -

2, 035

195, 208. 11
4, 189. 00
8, 921. 00
- - l = = = = = l = ~ = = ~ f = ~ ~ ~ =b~
18:6~, ~79:6'.:.:.-~6

==:: : : : : : :: : : : : : : : : : : :

--1

--- ---

~ ill :i

9, 101. 55
-· ·····-·· ....................................... ----. ----

LAND OFFICE AT EVANSTON, WYO.
Salles ofland subject to pre·em:Ption entr"'
·' ·
Sa es of coal lands
Excess payments 0~ • h~~~~t~~d,· ·ti~b~~: ·
0 ~u!ture, an~ other entries and locations
F:1gmal e1:1tries under the desert-land act·
mal entries under the desert-land act .•• :

17
23

Total cash sales ............................
0:iginal homestead entries
Fmal homestead entries · •• • • • · • • · · • · · • ·
L
entered under the timber.~~~~;·

128

20,693.40

40
19

6, 192. 97
[2, 879. 62]

~!~

1p 1ppl~cat{o·~~
t~ i;~;~h~~·e· ~i;~ral land....
pplications to purchase coallands s. ..

Are-emption ~eclaratory statements:······
moun.t !ece1ved for reducing test· · ·• · ··
to wntmg .••••••. _. _.. . . .
imony
Total of all ~lasses ~; ~~~;i~s and
amount received therefrom
Sala1es, f~es, and commissions of

re~~~~~~.

2

49
37

2,229.30
3,850.55

3, 1 6. 63
77,011.00

5.11
3,782.37
9,442. 78
- - -----· · · • · •• · • · · • •• · • · · · · · ·
93, 427. 89
321. 00
129. 00 •••..

4.09 ············ ...
14,609.46
l 9, 442. 78] : : : : ~::::::: : : : : : : : ·::::

~~~~ ~~.

l1 ..............
.... ... .. ..
•• . ••• •• • • •. . • • .

34

4, 629. 47

136. 00

64 . .. ...•. ....•. . . ..

· · · ·· · •·
• . . • .. . • • • • . . • • . • • • . . • • . . . . .

310. 00
10. 00
123. 00

m::

l92. 00

446. 00
10. 00
123. 00
192. 00

1, 013. 63

1, 013. 63

327
--r-3cc;;l;.;:;,=51=5=·=8=4=1===5=8=6=.=00=1:=;2~,0;;3;,;;8;,,·~63~1=,:96:,~0:5:2~.5~2

E;:en~~~e~?J;p~·si.ti:iig • • • • .. · • • · · • · • • · • - · · • •••••..•••••
Incidental expenses .••• ::::::::::::::::::: : :: :: : : : ::::::: ::: : :: : :::::: :::: :: : : : : : : : :: : : :
4,
Total
·:_:·J____:1~99~9~2

-~~::r:=~-=---t-__:_·.:_·:_:·,:·.:,·:_:-· ~:·_:· _:·_:· _:·:_:· _:·_:·.:,·
·····················-·-···--··· ........ ········-··--·

·········-·· ..............

7~g: i~

.
5,054-.14

3t4

REPOR1' OF THE SECRET.A.RY OF THE INTERIOR.

Recapitulation by States and 1erritories of the disposal of the piiblic lands and aba1tcloned
military reservations during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1888, the areas, and amount
1·eceived thereftorn, and the expenses connected therewith.
LTbe 2rea. of -commuted homesteads, final homesteads and final desert entries, and the area and
amount of Indian land and other areas in brackets, are not included in the grand a~gre~ate.]
Sales of lands subject to
private entry.
Land States and
'J'erritories.

Sales of lands at
public auction.

I

Sales of lands snbject to pre·
emption entry.

1--,------,------l---,----,-----

Acres.

ai
-~

.p Acres. Amount.

A.mount.

A

~

rn

.:;?

~

Acres.

A

Amo11nt.

~

Alabama ..••..•.••. 879 176,749.96 $220,937.72.... .••••• .•••.•....
54
7,118.49
$8,899.14
Alaska .....•..••••..•............•.......•...•........•••......•..•....................... . .. .. ...
Arizona ....••...•...•.. ; • •• . •• . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . 101 14, 079. 20 29, 387. 53
Arkansas . • • • • • . • . . 728
78, 3«. 32
99, 764. 5a . • • . . • • • . • . . . . . • . . • .
35
3, 004. 83
3, 756. 01
California . • • . . . . . . . 151
86, 833. 71
4tl, 200. 16 . • • . . • • • • . . •• • • • . . . . 2, 203 311, 951. 05 461, 545. 26
Colorado . . . . . • . . . . .
46
6, 288. 07
7, 860. 11 . • • . . • • • . • . • • . . • • . • . 3, 970 624, 934. 04 801, 66J. 49
Dakota............. . . . . . . . . .. . •. •••. .. .. . . .. . . . . . •• . ... . .. . . . . .. .•. . 31 125 472,237.64 602,598.03
Florida. .. ......... . 391
84, 318. 69 105,399.06
1 1.15 $9, 495. 70
72
8, 734. 1')
11,311.48
Idaho.............. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • • . . . • . . . • . . .. • • • . . • . . . . •. . 274 37,387.69 47,716.12

~~~1~!~ :::::::::::: ::::: :::::::::::: :::::::::::: :::: ·::::: :::::::::: :::::: :::::::::::: ::::::::::::

Iowa . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . • . . • . . . . . .
1 2. 00
5. 00
15
1, 751. 85
2, 1 9 1
Kansa.s. . . . . . . • . . . . .
10
1, 244. 64
1, 955. 80 . • • . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6, 522 984, 327. 42 1, 298, 026. 35
Louisiana ...•.•.••. 2,368 431,085.85 628,683.84.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
6
734. 44
91 . 03
Michigan ... ..••.••. 431
JA,128.22
55,160.45
6405.55 1,973.98
21
2,892.15
4,259.64
Miunewta ......•... 1,090 91,663.85 137, 774 39.... . . . • • . . . . . .• . • . .
402
54,561.24
74,746.60
Mississippi. ........ 1, 363 428, 811. 79 536, 014. 86 1 40. 15
50.19 ...•. .. .•.. · · .. · · · · · · .. · · .. · · ·
Missouri . . • . . . . . . . . 244 15, 736. 40 19, 823. 15 . • • . . • • • . . . • .. . • . . . .
5
280. 00
350. 00
Montana........... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . ..... 0 • • • • • • • • • • • • •
359
52,194.30
75,179.22
Nebraska . . . . . . .• • .
7
356. 01
590. 52 . • . . . . • . . . . . • . . . • • . . 4,161 633,541.04 808, 31:0. Of

~:;a~e~i.c~;::::::: ····a ...... 64s.°05 ······oai"oa :::: :::::: :::::::::: ... ioi ...22:si4.-73 ... ai:02:i."01

Ohio ................... . ........... .......... ............. ................................. . .. ..
Oregon............ .
21
4,284.26
5,355.32 . ....•••• ...•••...• ,
789 112,836.93 160,647. 80
Utah............... . . • . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...
90
11. 057. 63
l!l, 153. 43
Washington........
17
1,336.67
1,670.84. •.. . ..• .. ... . . . . • . .
475
61,887.50 100,580.85
Wisconsin . . . . . . . . . 569 55, 670. 07
74,288.47 . . • . . • • . . . . . . . • • . . . .
32
3, 235. 15
6, 504. 52
Wyoming......... . . . . .. . • . . . . . . . . . . ... _.. ... .. . ... . . . . . . . . • . .. . . . . 279 42, 2!4. 24 56,753.70
Total. .......... 8, 318 t, 457, 500. 561,942,412.15
Sale11 of timber and sto.e
lands.
Land States and
Territories.

m

Sales of mineral lands.

~

~

Acres.

Amount.

Original entriea under the
desert-land act.
a,

~

~

:§

9 448. 85 11, 524. 87 23, 151 3,463, 306. 654,611,461.11

Acres.

·~

Amount.

]

Acres.

Amount.

=
Fl
~
i
-------1--1----1------1---1---- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

!J:~k~~:::::::::::
::::: :::::::::: ~::::::::::: ·····434 ·····go:i2
···i5o5:oo :::::: :::::::::: ·::::: ::::
Arizona...... . . . • • • . . • . . . . . . . .. . . . . •• • • . . . . . • .
548. 70 2,805.00
337 152, 133. 30 $73, 836. 21
Arkansas • . . . . • . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
California .......... 2, 062 294,378.00 · $735, 957. 44

1
20. 66
105. 00 ..•....•...... · · · · · · · · - ..
164 10, 510. 12 30, 299. 20
336 112,986.85 38, 609. 88

~f;f:::::::::::: ::::: :::::::::: :::::::::::: ...~;; --~~~~;:_~~ .~;:.~~~:.~~ :::::: :::::::::: ::::::::::
~~}:::::::: ):: :;::::i:i: ::)\)iii
:ii\i: ::\i i::::::i :i::: iii:::::i )) ii
············
Idaho ................................. ·- ......

·········· ····- ...........

65

1 062. 72

5, 327. 35

211 48, 980. 70 12, 22!. 35

................. ...... . ..... ........................... .

j~ad·7~;//\): ;\\ )I) iI\\)\ : :~; ::n;;:;; :1i;~;j~ \II :~1w:;. :;;iii.\
V

.. ::····· ..... ·········· ············

a • •. • • • • .. • • • • · • • • · . • • • • • . • • . . . • • • • • • • • • .

h:~~~
reion ..... : .. :::: · ···05 "ii;.a1:4a

23
62

402. 23
1,135.24

2, 060. 00
5,422.50

]
320. 00
69 21,463.06

160. 00
6,122.6

·--2a;soi10 .... i1 ····1eiiiE .. 2:si5:oo ····4s 'io;iiso:06 .. 2;e41:oa

ta 1· · · · · · • · · • · · · · · · · · · · .•• · • .. • • · · .. . . • .• .• .
86 1,247. 4f 4,925.00
364 99,420.42 26,060.14
in~n... . . . . 263 36, 153. 04 90, 382. 55 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . .
14 2, 600. 88 1, 108. 22
s·
·
·
·
·
1·
5.
s·
•·
25·
·
•
•
•
·
54·
·
5
.•
·3·
o
·
·
·
·
22·· o· · 1· 3. ,· 1· 8. 2· •• 9.2· · 2·;'1 ,· 5. 20· .·1·8.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

W

o:tn '~ · .. ·.. ··· ····· ·········· ····.. ······ ·····
Total. ..........

2,420 341,
1

• 61

• , 93'. 9 1, 314131,734.56

m,ooo.ss l,764 57Z656.08196.033.7l
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PUBL1C LA.NDS.

Recapitulation by States and Te1•rito1·ies of the disposal of the public lands, etc.-Continued.
'The area of commuted homesteads final homesteads and final desert entries, and the area and
•
amount of Indian land and otne~ areas in brackets, are not iucluded in the grand aggregate. I
Final entries under the Homestead entries commuted to H::i~::Je~td~~rtf c~::
desert-land act.
cash under section 2301, R. S.
tion act June 15, 1880.
Land States and l - - - - - - - - - -1----,------.,..-----t--,----.,.---Territories.
~
Ii Acres. Amount. ·i::
Aci:es.
Amount. :§ Acres. Amount.

~

i

i

i

~

Alabama ............ _ ..••••...... . . • . •. . • . .
223
(26,486.69) $33,096.09 68 (5, 726. 76) $6, 556. 91
Alaska............ . . . . . • • • • . . • • .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . • . . . • . . . . . . • . . .......... _.~_ .....••••......•....•.
Arizona ...•.••.. ;. 31 [11,848.48] $11,848.48
34
[5,059.74]
12,249. 37 ............. .
Arkansas....................... . .. . ......
40
13,041.96J
4,035.61 12
[841.78] 1,102.00
California ......... 40 [11,390.91] 11,390. 91
601
[87,341.601 143,597.80 5
f655. 60J
773. 50
Colora«lo ........... .. . ...••• ...... ..........
677 (1G5, 765. 75] 137,760.70 3
[480. 00J
568. 00
DiLkota .......................... ...... . . . . 1,363 [211,696.331 272. 313. 99 7 Ll, 040. 78J 1,503.97
Florida .................... '....... ..........
94
[ll,665.83J
14,741.2814 [l,594.57J 1,951.00
Irlabo ............. 109 (23, 468. 74] 23,469.00
37
(5, 689. 42]
7, 311. 75 ..................... ..
Illinois ....................... -... - • • · -•• .. - · -- · -- · • • • • · • • • .. • • · · · · · · .. · · · · · · -- · • • · • · • · • • · .. • .... ..
Indiana ................................. . ................................... ...................... .
Iowa . . . . . . . . . • . • . . . . . . . • • • .. • • . . . . . • .. • , • •
5
(391. 71
735. 71 1
[80. 00 j
100. 00
Kansas........ . . . .. . .. . • •• .... .. . ......... 7,457 [1,149,364, 69 1,525,907.60 14 (2,160.00) 3,295.00
Louisiana .. .. . • • • . . .. . . • • • . . • . .. . . . .. • .. . • .
9
(896. 82
1, 107. 78 10
(860. 74]
981. 62
Michigan .. . .. .. . . . .. . . . .. ... •• .. . . .. • •• • • •
52
[6, 596. 35
8, 895. 44 1
f40. 00)
43. 00
Minnesota . .•. . . .. .. . ............ .. . . ......
162
[23,001.72
32,226.72 1
[160. 00J
200. 00
Mississippi........ . . . .... .. .... .. . . . ..... •.
12
LI, 713. 57
2,889.07 4
[357. 89)
414. 86
Missouri ... . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . ... .. . . ..
12
[ 960. 40
1,200.50 3
[108. 01)
118. 14
Montana .......... 115 [29, 719. 10] 29, 719. 10
59
(8, 375. 59
12, 256. 99 ..................... ..
N obraska ................ __ . .. .. . . .. . . . __ 2, 860 [439, 827. 32
569, 178. 08 ..................... ..
Ncvnda . ._.. ... .. . . 1
[356.17}
356. 17 ..•... . .... . . • • . . . . ..... . . . . . . . .. ...... •• • • • ..... .
NewMex1co ....... 5 [1,718.89] 1,718.89
15
[2,233.26]
3,091.60 ............. : : ... : ... .

g:.~io;;: :: ::: .:::::: .28 .. [f 53S: 54j .·9,-538.- 84 ... iii424 ... cis,'L2;2949.
111: 92j ... 2i,' 440." 35 .. i ... [iiii." aij .. ·is1:90
96)
4,676.31 ..................... ..
3
1
:!~~ir~!!~~:::::::
..
~ .... ~'.~~:~~!~
rrg::ii::J
~::~:Z~
--1 ···ra44:&i1 --·5sii:s6
Wy~ming ..... . .. . 234 (85,285.28] 85,470.78
24
[3,703.96]
5,429.95 ..................... ..
Uta .............. 52 [11,101.54) 11,101.54
8
1
...• ~~-.~

Total. ....•. 621 [185,148.43) 185,454.1914, 057 L2, 137,988.82) 2,854,905.41 _151 (14, 588. 98) 18,352.76
Excesses on homestead,
timber culture, and other
entries.
Land States and
Territories.

Sales of coal lands.
,,;

ai

<I)

<I)

Acres.

Amount.

Sales of town lots.

]

=

~

Acres.

Amount.

]

=

Acres.

Amount.

p;l

j~fk~t::::~::: - -~; ----;;:; *'.i~ :::: : : : : : : : : : : : : : :::):::: i::::::::::

a 1 form a . . . . • . . .. .
Colorado . ... .. . . . . .
Dakota.............
Florida .. . .. . .. .. .. .
Ida.ho........... . . . .

511
984
481
379
95

2, 284. 21
2, 723. 16
1, 292. 30
336. 38
309. 17

4,770.49
2
240. 00 $3, 200. 00 .......................... ..
3, 59-'- 59
60 8, 128. 50 142, 570. 00
433 . • • . .. • .. .
$4, 833. 30
1,983.44
1
40. 00
400. 00 ........................... .
525. 34 ........... . ........................................ .
400. 46 .. • . . . • • .. • • • • . . • .. • • . • • .
2 . • . • .. • .. .
30. 00

- Iowa
f~~i~~~-.-.-.-:::::::::
.....11i ......44.4.. 6902 ·· ····5.-86
::::: :::::::::: :::::::::: :::::: :::::::::: :::::::~::::
.. .. .. . . . . .. .. .
255; 06 . .. . . . .. • • .. .. . . • • • .. • .. .
12 .. . • .. • • • .
7, 510. 44

I!1ri~iIII ~ ~ ffim ~Y!ttII?ii!i\)1tirn11tit11m1
Mon ta La

• . • .. • • .. • •

33

M:~~~~k~.::::::::::
66g
New Mexico . . . .. • . .
40

Ohio .............. . ......
157
Oregon . .. .. .. .. . . . .
Utah . . . . . . . . . ... . .
42
Wa11hington........
159
Wisconsin..........
20
Wyoming . .. . ... .. .
54

87. 62

570. 89

9

1, 158. 65 13, 186. 50 ................ ........... .

1,70UJ 2,58UL::: :::::::::: :::::::::: :::::: :::::::::: ::::::::::::
153. 40 · 298. 23
4
230. 57 2, 305. 70 .. . .. . . • • . • • .. . . . .......... .
. ........................................................... . ........... .
581. 30
940. 25 . • • .. . • • .. . .. • . . .. • • . .. • .
51 . • • .. • . • • .
3, 795. 62
33. 31
54. 76 .............. .. ..... . .................. . ........... .
532. 51
959. 81
34 5,258.84 76,377.80
150 ..........
19,432.55
97. 89
168. 49 . .. . . . . . • . . . .. . . • . • . . . .. . . • • • .. . . . . .. .. • . . .......... .
153. 84
242. 64
42 6, 590. 39104, 809. 40 ............ -- ........ · ... ..

-- ----------------- ----------152 21, 640. 95 342,849. 40
648 . • • . .. .. . .
35, 601. 91

Total.......... . 6, 468 16. 692. 45 27, 301. 52
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REPORT OF TRE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

Recapitulation by States and Te1·1·itories of the disposal of the p1iblic lands, etc.-Continned.
[The area of commuted homesteads, final homesteads and final desert entries, and the area and
amount of Indian land and other areas in brackets, are not included in the grand aggregate.]
Amount received for competitive bids.

Sales of townsites.
1

Rent of
government
lots.

Land States and Terri·
tories.
Acres,

Amount.

Acres.

Amount.

Alabama .......................................................................................... .
Alaska ................................................. ................ ............... . ........... .

!~~i::a~·::
:: :::::::::::: ::: :4:: ::::::613.::::::
::::::$766.::::38:: :::::
! :::::::::::: :::::: :::: :: : ·: :::: ::: ::::
California . . • . . . • . . • .. . • . .
10
.. • • • • . . • .. • • • • • . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .•.
Colorado . • .. . • • • . • • • • • • . .
1
40. 00
50. 00 • • • • .. . • • • • • • • • • • .
$82. 00
$1, 711. 60
Dakota ...................................................... ............. ............ . ............ .
lfloricla .................................................... ............. ........................... .

rn1~ii~:::::::::::::::::::
:::::: :::::::::::: :::::::::::: :::::: :::::::::::: ::::::::::::: ::::'.::::::::
Indiaua ......................................... .................... . ....... .......... ··•··········
i{~;;::::::::::::::::::: :::::: ::::::::::j~::::::::::: :::::: :::::::::::: ::::::::::: .. ............ .
Louifliana ............................................. ................... ......................... .
:Michigan .......................................................................................... .
Minnesota
.............. ··· ·········· .................. .

~t::~~:.f~~::: :::::::::::::::::::::::: :::::: ::: :::::::::::::::::::: ::::::: :::::::::::::.::::::: :: :::

Montan::i. ....................... . ...................... ..................... ...... .. .............. ..
N ehraska . . • . • • • • •• • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . • . • . . • . . .
1 . . . .• • •• . • • .
125. 00 .•••.••••••••
Nevada .................................................. ................. . .. ..................... .
N ew Mexico ...................................................................................... .
Ohio . ...................... . ............... ............ ..................... ......... . ............ .
Oregon ................... . ......................................................................... .
Utah ................................... . . ................. .. ................................ .................. ............................. .

;~~o~~~~::::::::::::::
:::::: :::::::::::: :::::::::::: :::::: :::::::::::: ::::::::::::: :::::::::::::
,vyoming .................................................... . .................................... .
Total. ••..••.••.•...

5

653.10

Sales of abandoned
military
reservations.
Land States and Territories.
Acres.

]

816. 38

1,711.60

207. 00

1 ........... .

Total cash sales.

Changes of entry.
iii

.~~

Acres.

Acres. Amount.

Amount
received.

~

Alabama................. . . . . . . . . . . • . .. . . . . . . . . . . ........ •. ...... •. 2,029
Alaska .. ................. . . . . . . .. .. . . . •.. . . . . . . . ...••... •• .••••• ..
4
Arizona.................. . . . . . • . .• • . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • . •. • . .
558

184,685.69
99.12
166,705.69

$270,613.57
505. 00
130,188.25

Dakota . .................. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . ••.•. . . . . . . . .• . . . .. . • •• .. . . 5,021
Florida................. . . . . . . . . . . . • .. . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . • . .. . • • • • • • • . .
951
Idaho . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . • .. . • . . • • . . . . . . . . . • • • . . . • • • • • • • • .
793

474,324.26
93, 390. 32
87, 740. 28

881,607.83
143, 423. 86
96, 479. 03

Louis.iana... ....... . •. . • . 11 646. 88 $934. 40 . . . .• .•••.. . .• . • • • ••. 8,218
Micl111tan . . • . . . . . . • •. . . . . 1 . • •. . .• . 575. oo . . . . . . •.. •. . . •••• •. . .
536

434,551.73
47,543.80

635,277.83
71,126.85

,J1it::i:::::::::::::::.
:::: :::::::: :::::::: :::: :::::::: :::::::::: 1·m
WI lll1 on.··· ............. · · ·•····· •....... ...... ...........•.•.. 1, 265
Wyoi1in?:::::::::::::::: :::: :::::::· :::::::: :::: :::::::· ·········· ::

107,760.03

t:l~¼~:::::::::::::::: :::: :::::::: :::::::: J .t:.~:.~~~. :::::::::: d!~ i U~U! drH!Hi

i!f,~::::: ;:::::::):: :::): : : : : : : : i:: i :::::::::: .~::J ··:ki~ *: :it:d ;

~!~:l{!r~~::::::::::::::: :::: :::::::: :::::::: :::::::::::: :::::::::: t~! liU~H! ~iiJ~t~
:,?,~;:::a·:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 7,~i~ m:~~ti~ 1.i~g::t:~~
N1:2.~.~~~~:: : : : : : :::: :::::::: :::::::: :::: :::::::: :::::::::: . .~;~ ·- ~~:;~:.~~ ....~!:_~~~
Total..············.

12 6~ 1,509.401

4

m~::~ iu~n~
2

1~~::::~

822,727.82

~~~~:~

(80. 00) .••..•.... 59, 095 5, 007, 254. 69 11, 203, 071. 95

1
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PUBLIC LANDS.

Recapitulation by States and Territories of the disposal of the pttblic lands, etc.-Continued.
-The area of commuted homesteads. final homesteads and final desel't entries, and the area and
amount of Indian land and other areas in brackets, are not included in the grand aggregate.]

L

Original entries of lands under the homestead
laws.

Land States and
Territories.

rii

41

·i::
....

=

Acres.

Total fees
Fees. and commissions.

Commissions .

f"'1

Alabama ..•...•••••
Alaska ........••.••
Arizona .........•••
Arkansas .........•.
California ......•••••
Colorado ..•..•.••.••
Dakota .......••••••
Florida ........•.•••
Idaho .........•.~ .••
Illinois ..•.......••.
Indiana ...........••
Iowa .....•...•..••.
Kansas ...•..•....•.
Louisiana .•..... .••.
Michigan ........••.
Minnesota . ., .....•.
Mississippi .........
Missouri ..•••.....••
Montana .. •.......••
Nebraska .....••••••
Nevada ........••.••
New Mexico .••..•••
Ohio .........•....•.

2,885

······
353

348,007.54

$8,736.60 $23,770 $32,506.60

-··-····-···
52,450.18 ···a: sos: s~

329,136.78
2,780
677,050.37
4,531
6,411 1, 007, 554. 08
597,368.53
3,866
132,812.40
1,016
111,239.95
737

8,546.27
36,396, 70 43,420 79,816.70
41,026.07 63,388 104,4U.07
16;916. 04 37,815 54,731.04
3,393.30 8,905 12,298.36
4,337.86 7,110 11,447.86

........ ...
............... ·········-·
....... ·············
158

5,734
1,229
552
1,919
1,056
1,380
509
5,489
18
439
2
1,565

g~:io~::::·.·_:: :: : :: 844
Washin~ton ..•..... 2,210
Wisconsin ..........
688
Wyoming ... ....•.•.
420

29,756.14
876,484.39
161,411.80
69,667.60
262,672.15
124,919.93
161, 185.~
77,697.05
839,675.77
2,067.19
64,730.39
240. 00
240,985.04
49,355.44
323,070.88
80,116.91
65,959.98

.··6,-860.'89
··s:ss5
22,085 31,231.27

.............
. ....... .......

563. 75
29,409.18
4,471.22
2,258. 33
9,366.09
3,469.00
4,432.62
4,191.59
25,145, 23
84. 00
3,797.12
6. 00
11,845.66
2,223.00
18,737.87
8,151.47
8,096.00

1,375
55,425
10,895
4,705
17,345
8,645
11,155
4,950
53,090
130
4,170
15
15,355
3,150
20,735
5,585
4,150

1,938.75
s•,834.18
15,366.22
6, 963.33
26,711.09
12,114.00
15,587.62
9,141.59
78,235.23
214. 00
7,967.12
21. 00
27,200.66
5,373. OU
39,472.87
8,736.47
7,246.00

Final homestead entries.
ui

·!....

Commissions .

Acres.

=

1a;'l

1,548
42
1,841
988
445
5,569
821
306
18
2,189
249
377
1,577
603
785
300
2,184
12
141
798
173
900
466
81

-

f191, 477. 35J $4,721.25

····rfoii141
[212, 350. 13
14.2, 878.46
[65,674.69
1877, 996. 24
[104,834.29
[47,379.23

. ..............

.... [i;42ii4i
[323. 903. 11
(31,572.79
(48,710.67
(212, 678. 50
[77,098.15
[85,328.69
[45,932.52
l331. 409.17
fl, 911. 60
l20, 758. 03
lll8, 925. 601
[24, 740, 98J
[134, 975. 72
[55, 276.18
[ 12, 253. 66 J

j

392. 72
5, f/83. RS
7,644.78
3,058.21
25,540.62
2,837.25
1,828.45

.............
. ..........

71. 00
10,494.38
853. 64
1,287.45
8,611.86
1,944. 00
2,259.68
2,743.26
9,775.94
78. 00
1,211.80

·--------6,561.69
1, o9s. oo·
8,267.08
1,779.76
555. 00

'.Cotal ......... 46,236 6, 676, 615. 93 249,106.92 431,323 680,429.92 22,413 [3,175,400.64) 109,199.70
Origiaal eatries of lands under the timberculture laws.

Land States and
Territories.

rii

:s

A.cres.

i::I

1a;'l

Registers Govern·
and re·
roent
ceivers'
fees.
fees.

Final timber-culture entries.
,;,

Total
fees.

C)

:5

•

.Acres.

Fees.

i:"'1

........ ................ ...........
Alabama ............ ......
...........
................ ---·······
Alaska .....••...... ...... ············
......... ------····
.............. ........... .··-······
·······- .................
Arizona ..•..•. ..•.•
45,374.52
$4,072
303
$1,212
$2,860 ··········
................
Arkansas ...•••••••.
60
600. 00
5
20
40
[49. 82)
1
$4
California ..•..••.••. l, 668 240,216.76
22,227
6,672
15,555
28
[760.001
7
85,762
Colorado ......•••••• 6,173 970,281.89
24,692
61,070
[29, 996. 36)
sos
202
Dakota ............. 4,037 626,629.79
55,703
16,148
39,555
..........
14
.•••••.
Florida ....•......••
160.00
10
4
1
[891. 92]
36
9
Idaho ..••..•.....••• 387 51,717.37
4,953
1,548
3,405
Illinois .•..•• ..•...•.
............. ........... .......... . ............ . ....... ·············- . ..........
Indiana .... ......•••
............
----··········
60
15
I owa ......••••
[1,207.261
4,945. 8Q
240
635
60 ············
395
804
l26, 202. 56
201
Kansas ..••••.. ::::: 4,433 689,256.24
61,132
17,732
43,400
...............
Louisiana_ .......•..
], 090
11,469.63
320
80
770
Mic higan .•••••. . ...
. .......... .
472
118
M innesota. ..•.••....
56,622.65
433
1,782
3,735
5,467
..................
M ississippi ..•......
..............
M issouri .••.......••
. .............. ·····-·····
4
Mont.ana .•.•......••
1
274
86,407.58
1,096
2,400
3,496
1,380
[48,264. 82J
N
345
17,104
41,770
58,874
4,277 660,915.58
N :~:ia.~~·::.-::::::::
51 .•••••. .................. ...........
560. 50
16
85
4
12
fl!26. 96)
8
N ewMiuico .....•..
266
39,692.37
1,064
2,540
3,604
.() hio .....•.••..•••...
.........
116
29
126,979.96
3,420
8,110
-0 regon .•..••.......
11, 530
16
[420. 40)
4
u tab ....•.•........ 257 30,234.71
1,028
2,075
3,103
196
[6,816. 41J
49
w asbington ..•..... 599 89,980.09
2,396
5,685
8,081
. ................
w isconsin .....•.•..
...................
w yoming ...•••••••• 360 53,260.16
1,440 ....3.. 425
4,865

......

-----·--··

......

···cis: ooa: 25j

··· ·· ·· rso: 6sj

Tetal . .. : ..... 24,•12 3, 735, 305. 10

....c4: 436: 5gj

---------·

·ass

97,884

----·334,719
236,835

1184

[134, .0.6. 12]

3,936

348

REPORT OF 1'HE SECRETARY OF 'rRE INTERIOR.

Recapitulation by States and Territories of the disposal of the public lands, etc.-Continned.
[The area of commuted homesteads, final homesteacls and final desert entries, and the area and
amollllt of Indian land and other areas in brackets, are not included in the grand aggregate. I
Lands entered with mili- Lands entered with agritary bo~!~;.and warcultural college scrip.

Lands enteretl with private land scrip .

Land States and
Territories.
Acres.

Fees.

Acres.

Fees.

Acres.

Fees.

________,______ ,____ ---1---------1--- - - - - - - Alabama............
8
761. 08
$23. 00 . • • • • • . ••• • . . • • . ... • • .. • . .
8 1,361.11
$17. 00
Alac$ka .................................. . .................... ······•··· ······ ·••••··•· · ......... .
Arizona.............
3
318. 00
12. 00 ......... .. ..... ........... ............... ........ ..

&:~ro~!~~·.:::::::::: 3r 3,:i:ig ui:gg

····4· ······4so· ...iiii:Oo· :::::: :::::::::: ::::::::::

Colorado . . . . . . . . . . . .
8
920. 00
27. 00 ................................................... .
Dakota...... . . . .. • • .
22 2, 716. 92
85. 00 . • • • . • • • • • • • . • • . • • • • • • . • • .
10
680. 00
17. 00
Florida..............
7
679. 44
17. 00 . • • • • . . • • . • • • • • • . . .. • • . • . •
75 3, 010. 78 ......... .
Idaho ......................................... ·••••· ·••··••••· ••••••·•• · ··•··· ·······•·· ·••·······
Illinois ............................. . .•...•.••..••••....•..........•••••. ·•···· · ········· ··· ···· ···
Indiana, ................. . ...............•.......•. ········•· ·•••••·••· ······ ······ ··•· ····••·•··

~:i!~;:: :: :: :::::::: ···s1 · ·ii." 999_. 9g· ··· iiii: oo· :::: :: :::: :::::: :::::::::: ... ·i. ·· ·100: oo· ···· ··4: oo

Louisiana . . . . . . . . . . .
12
905.10
27. 00 .•••.•.••••••••. .• ••...• _ 229 17, 675. 64 . ........ .
Michigan . . • . . . . . . . .
38 4, 119. 54
111. 00 . • • . • • . . • . . . . . . . . • • . • • • • • •
15 1, 400. 56 ........ ..
Minnesota. ... .. . . . .
7
785. 54
20. 00 . •• • • • . • • • • • . • • . • •• • • • . • • .
1
120. 00
3. 00
M\ssiRsippi.... ... . . .
1
4. 00 ..••.........•••.•...•••..•••••..••.•......••••.....
M18ROUI'1............
.. ........................... ........ ........................ .
Mou tan a .. . . . • . . . • ..
1
4. 00 .•...•.•••.•••.•.•...••••.••••••.•..........•.•.....
Nebraska. . . . . .. . . ..
10 1, 039. 40
34. 00 ...... ..•..•... . .•••...... .•••............ -........ .
Novada ........................................................... .. ............... .. ........... .
New Mexico........
1 .•.••.•••.
4.00 ....•..••....•.. . .•....••.•••......••..............
Ohio ..... . .......................................... . .. ................. ......................... .

%~'Ji°.~:::::::::::::: .... ~....~~~:~~- .. --~~:~~. ::: ::: :::::::::: ::::: ::::: :::::: ::: :::: ::: ::::: :: :::

~;i~~~ii~~o~.::::::::
.... 1~ . .. 160.00
~~·-~~- ..... ~·.~- :::::: :::::::::: :::::::::: :::::: :::::::::: ::::::::::
'\V)Oming...... ....
4.00 .................................................. ..
Total...... . . .. 198 19, 085. oo
637. OQ
' I
480
16. 00
339 24, 308. 09
41. 00
Supreme Court scrip loca. Locations of Sioux half.
breed scrip.

tions.

Locations of Valentine
~crip.

Land tates and
'.r rritorie&.
Acres.

F ees.

Acree.

Fees.

Acree.

Fee1.

- - - - - -- -1---1---- - - - - - - ----1-----1----1- - - - - -Alalmma .... •• .••. ..

3
359. 84 .......... ....................... ..... ............. - .•••.•....
Al~ ka ............ .. . ...... ...................................... ......................... ... .... .

:W.IfII\::\:::::::::::::):::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: i:) :::::::::: :::::)::

Florida ....................... ~~:~ ...••~:~.::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

l~:it~~::::::::::::: :::::: :::::::::: :::::::::: :::::: :::::::::: :::::::::: :::::: :::::::::: ::::::::::
Io
········· · ·········· ··•··· ···· ······ ··•·•·••·· ·•··•· ···· ·· ·••· ·•·•······.
Koa.. ....... ......... ······
······ .......................................................................
J,..(J

1 ~--·-·· ····· ·· •••••• ............... ,. ••••••• •••••• ............................................................... .

i
··• ••••·••• ........ ·••••••••· ........... ·••••• •••••• •••.•••••••••• •••••• ·•• ·•••••• .. .. ...... .
I ~~I ~ ...... . ............ ....................................................... ..... .... .... ..
(I
I it>I...... · · .... · • · · •• • • • · · · · · •• • • ••• ••
6
699. 75 • • • • . • . • • •
1
33. 75
$1. 00

11rl.. ._........ ······ --··:::::: :::::::::: :::::: :::::::::: :::::::::: :::::: :::::::::: ::::::::::

············ ....... ·········· ·········· ....... ········-· ·········· ............................ .
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PUBLIC LANDS.

Rec&pihtl• ti,m by States and TerrUories of the disposal of the public lands, etc. -Continued.
[The area of commuted homesteads, final homesteads and final desert entries, and the area and
amount of Indian land and other areas in brackets, are not included in the grand ag _regate.1

Land States a:ud
Territories.

Acree.

State selections.

Railroad selections.

Do:uation claims.

Acres.

Am't.

.Acree.

Amount.

Amount.

-------1--l----+---..J----1-----1---- --- - - - - - - .Alabama............ .... .... .. .... . . . . . . . .
5·5
9,026.38
$112. 55 ........•....••..•. . .....•
Alaska ..•.••.••.•.•.
.Arizona . . . . . • . . . . • • •
Arkansas •••••••.••.
Valifornia ...........
Colorado .••.••..••••

··•·
·· · ·
··•·
•• • •
·•••

................. ................ ................... .............. ~ ..... .
. • • • • . .. • . . . • . . • .. 1, 863 297, 994. 91 3, 726. 00 . . . • . . . . . . . . . . • . . ........ .
................. ............................. .......................... ..
•• • • • • . • • . . . • . . • . . 2, 537 405, 337. 59 5, 069. 53
38 3, 821. 74
$73. 50
.................................... . ................................... .
Dakota.............. .••. .••••..... .. ... .••
24
3,833.12
47. 91 .•.....•..•••••......•••••
Florida.............. . • • . . • • • • . • • • . . • • . . . •. 2, 180 348, 285. 52 4, 359. 97 . • . . . . . .. . . . • • . . . . . . . ..••

ifu'!iis:::::::: :::::: ::: :::::::: :: ::::::::: .... ~:~...~~: :~::~~- ... ~~~-- ~~. :::: :_· :::::::~:: ::::::: :::

Indiana ............................. ................. ........ ......... .. -~ ·-· ...•....••..•••••.•••
Iowa . . . • . • . • • • • • • . • . . . . . . . • • . . . . • . . • • . . . • .
5
720. 00
38. 00 . • . • . . . .. ·-.... . ........ .

tif~~::::::::::::: :::: :::::::::: :::::::: . ~~~~!. -~~!:.;~;:;_ -~·-~~~:~~. :::::: :::::::::: ::::::::::
~::::i;c::::::: :::: :::::::::: :::::::: ······~- ··----~~:~~- ..... ~:~~- :::::. :::::::::: ·::~::::::
il!::L::::::::::: :::: :::::::::: :::::::: ....~~;_.A~!;;:~!.---~;~:-~~-::::::::::::::::::::::::::
Nevada .._........... .... ....... ... . .. .. .•.

62

9,823.35

122. 80 2, 581· 411,976.60

5,173.00

~::;~~~.l~
.. ::::::: :::: ::::::::::
:::::::: ..~:~~~-~~::~'.~::~. -~·.~:::~~. :::::: :::::::::: ::::::.:::.
greion . .. . .. . ... . . • 2
472. 86 $15. 00
1,278 348,307.55 4:, 354. 00 . ..... . .. . . . . .. . ...••...•
tah_............... .... .......... ........

; ~ m~ton...... ...

4

1,280.00

40. 00

299
47,643.34
595.56 ......................... .
25,323 4,052,774.10 50,645.79 ..... . • ....... .. ........ .

Total..........

6

1,752.86

55. 00

40, 786 6,525,300.09 81,588. 03 2, 619 -115, 798.3,t

w~ii':it~. :::::: :::: ·:::: :::::::::: :: ::: ::: ..~::~~- -~:~: 3~::~1. ~·.~::::~. ::::::· :: :::: :: ::::: ::::::
State nniversity selec· Swamp indemnity eelec·
tions.

tione.

Land States and
Territories.

.,;

.,;

Acree.

Fees.

=

=

.Acree.

Fees.

~

l"'1

!~b;ma . • . • • • . . . • • •

:5

6 1, 007, 63

School indemnity eelec·
tions.
ri,

cg

cg

]

5, 246. 50

]
=
~

Acree.

Fees.

- - - - ----

$12. 60 . • . • • • . • .. • • • • • . . . • • • • . . . . . • '. ...................... .

1

I!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!! :!\ \!!!!! !!!i!!!!!! !!ii!! ~11:~~i iii!Il: i!!!!i 111111;11; !!!!!!!!!!
~ms.iana · .. - --... -. . . . . • . .. • • . • . • • . . . • . • • . . • .

80 12, 153. 42

160. 00

117 18, 6i6. 54

$231. 00

ll~ll)lll Ill j}\ \ \l I)~~~; :I~~ :I}}I)ti }Il'.'.r11i iiiiTiJ
............................................ --.................... -............... ····· .. .

iit¥~III tl\l I)ItIIlt II )\I{ :\Ill:ifmm;;: iiiit;:
Total..........

--6 ------------- ----------1, 007. 63
12. 60
81 12, 202. 22
161. 40
a.a 54, 596. 04 --675. 70
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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF TBE INTERIOR.

Recapitulation by States and Territories of the disposal of the publio lands, etc.-Con.
tinned.
LThe area of commuted homesteads, final homesteads and final desert entries, and the area and
a.mount of Indian land and other areas in brackets, a.re not included in the grand aggregate.)

Original swamp selections. Santee Sioux homesteads.

Indian allotments.

Land States and Ter· 1 - - - - , - - - - - , - - - - 1 - - - - . - - - - - r - - - - 1 - - - : - - - - - : - - -ritories.
i
~
~
i•
·i::
.A.c,es.
] .
.A.ores. .A.mount. ·i::
Acree. Amount.

0

1=
~

8

~

t

=

~

~

~

Alabama............ 105 16, 713.13 ••••••••.••••••••••••••.•••••••••.••••••.•••••..•...........
Alaska. ...•.•.•...••....•...•••..•••....••..•....••...••.•. . •..••••••.••. ·"'···················· · ···
Arizona. ...................................,.............................. ······ ·•·•·•···· ··········
Arkansas ........................................................................................ .
California...........
17
2,695.67 • • .. • • • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • .. . ... • • • • • ..
10 1,425.00 -•........
Colorado ........................................................................................ .
Dakota ................................ .................................................. ··········
Florida ............. 4, 399 687, 830. 95 . • • . • • • . . • .. • . . • • • • • • • • . • .............. , •••••.•.. · • · · · · · • • ·
Idaho ......................................................... ·······••· ·•··•· ·········· ··········
Illinois..............
10
1,579.59 ................... , ........................... •·· ·•·•· · · ·· ·
Indiana . . • . . . . . . . . . .
63
10, 000. 00 ................................ - ................. · · · · · · - - · Iowa .................................................................................... , ........ .
Kansas .................................................................. ··························
Louisiana . . . . • . . . . . .
64
8, 619. 92 ................................. , ... - • • •••• • • • -- · · · •

~l~~i~ta·:::.::::::: .... i. ······tio:i1· :::::::: :::::: :::::::::: :::::::::: :::::: :::::::::: ::::::::::

:i::~~tf~~::::::~::: ··2ii" ··ss;oso:oii :::::::: :::::: :::::::::: :::::::::: :::::: :::::::::: ::::::::::
~~~::-:~:::::::::::
:::::: :::::::::::: :::::::: ····;,- ·i;o9ioo· :::::::::: :::::: :::::::::: ::::::::::
Nevada .......................................................................................... .
New Mexico ..................................................................................... .
Ohio ........................... .. ................................................................ .
Oregon.............. 120 19,258.16, .................................................. ··········
Utah .......................................................................... ·········· ·····•····

:;::~~r:~:::::::::
:::::: :::::::::::: :::::::: :::::: :::::::::: :::::::::: ....i. ···ioo:oo· ::::::::::
Wyoming ..................................................................... ··• ··· · · · · _·_ __
Total.. ........ 4,980

781,857.59 . • • • • • • .

7

Total miscella.neon! entries.
i----,------,-----i

Land States and Ter.
ritories.

Alabama.............

4,619

Acree.

.A.mount
received.

877,236.71

$37,393.00

1, 092:iio ....... ••.

11

1,585.00

Valen·
Pre.emption Ho~estead Coal filings. tine
filings.
filmgs.
filings.

J:

00

No.
287

Fees.

No. Fees. No. Fees. No.

$574 . ••••..•.•••.••...... · •· · · • · · • · ·

!~f:!!a:::::::::::::
··fsil4 --·sii6."ia1:6i ···i5;olia:oi ·--ags --i;i°' .... ii7 ···i5i14 ::::::
:::::: --·2 ··$4
.Arkansas . .. . . . . . . . . 4, 629 330, 056. 78 36, 883. 15 1, 044 2, 088
.••••.... · · · · · • · · • · •
California........... .
Colorado . . . . . . . . . • . .
Dakota............. .
Florida . . .. . . . . . . . . .
Idaho............ . . .
Illinois..............
Indiana. . . .. . . . . . . . . .
Iowa.................
Ka.neae..............
Looi ia.na....... .. ..
Michigan . . . . . . . . . . .
Minnesota . . . . . . . . ..
iis iseippi........ ..
Mi onrl..... .•• •• ..
Montana.............
N ebraska .......... .
• vada . . . . . . . . . . . . .
· ow Atexico . • • . .. . .
bio . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
~io~:: : ::: :::::: : :

9, 825
13, 044
13,732
8,500
1,832
10
63
256
13, 604
2,101
982
4, 211
1,660
2,388
l, 451
12,262
2, 672
4,038
2
5,630
1,077
W bin •ton . ..• .• ... 29, 090
',
n in . . ..... . .. 2,300
V omln • ..........
,2
To

..•. . . .• . .

1, 334, 567.13 114, 963. 51 4, 960 14, 880
95
285
27
$81 · · · · · · · ·
1, 978, 755. 47 193, 289. 28 9, 616 28, 848
422 1,266 1, 242 3, 726
1
2
1,231,388.36 136,936.57 4,207 8,414
40
80
18
36 . · · · · · • ·
1,172,917.89
19,527.98
887
774
12
24 ...••...• · · · · •• · · · · ·
225,896.32
19, 05L 31
839 2,617
9
27 . •.•...... •· · · • · · · • ·
1,579.59 . . . . . . . • . . • .
1
2 . .... . .•••. . .••.•..•.•.. · • • · · · • ·
10, 000. 00 . . • . . . . . . . . .
2
4 . ..... . .................. . • · · · ·
26, 42L 94
2, 742. 75
64
128 .•.... . ••....••....••••. · • • · · · · ·
1, 730, 314. 20 159, 404. 56 4, 787 9, 574
230
'60 ..•••..•.••. · · • · · · • ·
238,975.95
17,829.86
39
78
5
10 ...••..••••• . ... · • · ·
75, 187. 70
8, 861. 78
241
482
2
4 ........•••..... . · • ·
344, MO. 82 il, 583. 95 1, 160 2, 320
26
52 . ••.. .. ...•..••. · • · ·
124,919.93
14,002.00 .••.. . .•••... . ••... . .•. . ...•.•. . .•.••... · · · • ·
198,212.02 17, 87L 80
881
762
6
12 .••.•..•• . ....•. . · • ·
172,901.80 16,122.51
879 2,637
9
27
61
183 .... . .. .
l, 502,723.65 148,299.17 5,132 10,264
116
232 .••.. . ••..........••
424,427. 64
5, 638. 80
2
6 . . . . . . . . . . •.
4
12 .•...•••
614,614.68
19,170.92
703 2, 1011
14
42
89
117 .•••....
240. 00
21. 00 . • • . • . . • . • . . . . • • • • . . • • • • . . .•... . ....• . .. .. ...
748,756.26 49,944.05 2,827 6,981
8
24
50
177 ....... .
10, 185. 66
424 1, 272
107
321 ... . . . ........ .. . ..
127,233. 49
4,467, 425.07 100,712.74 2,473 7,419
17
51
84
252 . . ... .. .
278, 610.4!
12,905.49
41 8
836
6
12 .. .• . .. •. ..... . . .. .
11 ,:J . J~ 12, 670.00
640 1,020
6
18
139
417 . ... . .. .

143,6001~

~~ 1,216,724. ss 41, 4111106,
1

1

osal 1, 1541 3, 0121 1, onj 5, 001 j a

1

6

I
f
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PUBLIC LANDS.

Reoapitulation by States and Territm·ie,tt ~f the disposal of the public lands, etc.-Con•
tinned.
[The area of commuted homesteads final homesteads and final desert entries, and the area and
amount of Indian land and other ~reas in brackets, are not included in the grand aggregate.]
Desert
filings.

Mineral
applica.
t1ons.

iff!slif~;

Mineral
Town·
Town·
Indian
protests. timber and ftls.ite
Fees re- :tl.l;ot s
filings.
stone lands.
mgs· ceived for
mg .
Land States and I - - - - J . - - - - i - - - - 1 - - - - - + - - . - --1 reducing 1----1----Territories.
~
~~~r1~_Y ~
No. Fees. No. Fees. No. Fees No. Fees. ]
"' ing, etc. ]
,;, No. Fees.

~ ~

~ ~

Alabama. . • • • • • . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . •• ~ . • . . . . . . . . . $4, 274. 99 . . . . • • • . • • • . . . •••••
Alaska.......... . . . . . . . . . .
8
$80 .••.......••...•••••• · · · .••..••••••.••.....••.•.• - .• -.. • • •
Arizona......... . ... .•..•.
33
330
5 $50. ••• . .•••••. .. . . . . . .
717. 22 .•..••...••...•••••
.Al'kansas . .••• •• . . . . . . . . . .
1
10 .••..••....•. •.. ..•. · . . . . . • . . 5, 840. 08 .................. .
California....... 561 $1, 683 149 1, 480 6
60 2, 067 $20, 670 . . . . . • . . 12, 710. 96 ....•••...•..••••••
Colorado........ . . . . .••••. 584 5,840 1091, 090 . . • . . .•• . • • • 2
$6 9,478.34 ••...••...•.....•.•
Dakota ....•............ : • .
34
340
2
20 . • • . . . • • • • • • • • . . . • . . 15, 457. 78 . . . . . • . . . • • . . . .•.••
Florida.......... . • . . . • . • . . • • • . . • • . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . • . . 1, 715. 12 ....•....••...••••.
Idaho . . . . . . . . • . . . • • . . • . . • .
69
600 16 160 . . • . . • • • . • . • . . . . • . • . 3, 739. 56 8 $24 .• •...•.•. •
TI!inois ..................... , •...••.........•.•..•...•••.......••.•.•••••.....•..... · · . •. - ·••· ••
Indiana ...................................... .. ................... ...................... ...... .
39. 20 . . . . . • . . . . • . . • ••..•
Iowa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • . . . . • • . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . • . . • • . .

f:l~::~~::::::: :::: :::::: ::::: :::::: :::: ::::: ::::: ::::::: ::: :::::

22,i:J~ ::: :::::

~·-~~~!~:~~

il~IIH i\ }l[[ jfI!i:~ : ~; )i IHI ::/ Jf~~ Il/ I:! !!Ii ·
i~~;I~); )iIt;;;~;;;il ;;~}f: ~ :I~~ I!/! ·I~1i \\i !H I\
1 1

1

Total........ 561 1, 683 1, 38213, 810 250 2, 500 2; 430 -2-4-,3_0_0_ _2_1--6-1-12-2-,8-3-0-.2_0_ _8_ __24 -1,-01-0 -2-,0-2-0
Aggregate of all classes of entries,
area of lands disposed of, and
receipts from all sources.

Expenlles incident to the disposal
of public lands.

.s~ g ~
_; ~-~P.a.~
'd+>-,.:, ~
~

Land States and 1--~----------1---------,.-------1 as _e ~ "a
Territories.
..'.: ~ 'o ~
:ij
Acres.
"-"'U"t, a:dl~~:\ InoidenTotal
::l~ i 6
E
-l>-..(U.., ...
f
tal
d
't- Expen. ..- ... .., c:)
A
R. a~d R. expel!lee&. efn'':,1
ses.
E~ ~

~!r~r°

~

a

~

-------1----l------l------l----l----l·--- ---- - - -

Alabama ....... .
Ala-11ka .•.•.•... .
Arizona ........ .
Arkansas .....•.
California ...... .
Colorado ..•.....
Dakota .•••..... .
Florida .•.... ....
Idaho ..•••..... .
Illinois •..•.•. . ..
Indiana ........ .
Iowa .•.•••...•..
Kansas ..•...... .
Louisiana .•••.•.
Michigan ...... .
Minnesota ..... .
M!ssissi~pi ..... .
M1ssour1 ... ~ .•..
Montana. ....... .
Nebraska ...... .
Nevada. ........ .
New Mexico •. ..
Ohio .••••..... ..
Oregon •..... ....
Utah .•....... ...
Washington .... .
Wisconsin ..... .
Wyoming ....•..

6,935
12
3, 577
6, 665
23,770
31,800
23, 054
9,850
3, 566
11
66
365
34, 155
5,363
1, 761
7, 220
3, 293
3,098
3,625
25,199
2,745
5, 255

561, !122. 40
99. 12
562, 933. 30
411, 965. 36
2, 104-, 364. 26
2,630,032.40
1, 705, 712. 62
1, 266, 308. 21
313, 636. 60
1, 579. 59
10, 004. 69
28,219.81
2, 717, 103. 30
673,527.68
122, 731. 50
491, 764. 75
554, 155. 05
214,486.06
282,597.04
2,138.324. 57
425,155.01
660, 559. 73

9, 45~
2,419
33, 102
3,494
2,527

889,
~~
238,998. 33
4,575,194.10
337, 622. 59
242, 306. 78

~i:

$312,855.56 $12,000.00
585. 00
90.10
147, 598. 08 11,978.43
154, 384. 29 22, 782. 16
1,643,924.49 55,781.24
1,386,374.41 50,748.05
1, 042, 892. 18 60, 000. 00
165,464. 96 5, 845. 12
122, 687. 90 22, 524. 73
2. 00 . . . .. • • • • •
9. 86 . . . . . . . . . .
13,705.97 2,365.82
3, 024, 984. 64 43, 738. 73
653,979.91 12,000.00
81,978.07 11, 116. 87
299,573.47 37, 189. 13
555,867.35 6, 000. 00
42,997.15 12,465. 25
190,541. 6_3 13,286.74
1,549,798.27 65,261.87
8,754.22 8,056.84
75, 436, 89 12, 000. 00

o:t i~ ·ao:

304,
ooo~ oo
76,912.71 6,000.00
445,894.41 30,000.00
108, 196. 62 18, 575. 61
!!91, 566. 78 12, 206. 55

$5,625.76
.. . . . •. . . .
2, 086. 98
3, 511. 20
8,410.06
14,600.92
19, 228. 59
3,603.30
1, 737. 85
.••• . . . • . .
.• •• •. . . . .
416. 78
27, 323. 53
4,028.55
1, 691. 03
4, 527. 38
4,226.65
2,452.60
4,387.75
19,264.73
660. 00
1, 851. 27

$116. 55 $17, 742. 31
• •. . . • ••
90.. 10
84. 74 14, 150.15
267. 55 26, 560. 91
1,410.29 65,601.59
1,222.50 66, /i80. 47
628. 36 79, 856. 95
62. 65 9, 511. 07
119. 74 24, 382. 32
. . . . . . . . . . ••••• . . . .
. . •. •. . . . . . . .. . . . . .
9. 45 2,792.05
4, 292. 99 75 355. 25
28. 52 16,057.07
35. 90 12, 843. 80
96. 90 41,813.41
485. 00 10, 711. 65
20. 25 14,938.10
43. 85 17,718. ;34
2,400.98 76,927.58
43. 60 8,760.44
39. 15 13, 890. 42

..•.••.•
.....••.
$200. 00
•......•
307. 00
....... .
340. 00
15. 00
.••.•.••
. .•..•••
. .••••••
.•••.••.
..•••..•
.•••.•••
.••..•.•
.••.....
.•••...•
...•.••.
1,600.00
.•••.•.•
....... .
971. 00

··a:1,982.35
24s: !iii · · ·628.- s3 ·aa: a11: s2 i; ssi: ~o
. . . . . . . . . 7,982. 35 ••..••.•
6,294.33
1, 095. 85
J, 020. 63

439. 79 36,734.12 244. 27
4. 70 19, 676 16 •• .•••••
238. 90 16, 466. 08 .....•.•

- - - - - - - - - - - -1' - - - - l · - - - - - - - - - - - -

Total.. ...... 252,479 24, _160, 784. 82 l 2, 701, 072. 00 552, 013. 24146, 286. 0812, 721.19 711,020. 61 6, 568. ,1
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Recapitulation by States and Ter1·itories of the disposal of the public lands, etc.-Continued.
•
States and Territories and land offices.

Entries.

Oheroku school l11,nds.
Alabama:
Huntsville ................................................ .

Acree.

Amount.

8

472.33

$590.42

Colorado:
Glenwood Springs ......................................... .
Gunnhmn ............................ ..................... .
Lake City .................................................. .

163
251
38

25,556.08
33,248.54
5,178.11

160,144.50
45, '66. 74
7,972.90

Total. ................................................... .

452

63,982.73

214,104.14

15

712. 35

1,347.98

16
7

1,442.10
276. 57

1,839.71
347. 83

38

2,431.02

3,535.52

Wichita ................................................... .

. 919
47
1,071
88

100,345.77
3,070.49
146,119.29
6,707.13

193,923.66
15, 680.51
280,906.66
30,839.59

Total. ................................................... .

2,125

256,242.68

521,359.42

Ute Indicn Z11,nd11.

Siouz Indi11,n l&ni,.
Dakota:
Watertown ............... ............... ................. .
Minnesota:
Benson ........................ ............................ .
Red wood Falls ............................................ .
Total . . ...................................... .

Osage trust and dimini,hetl ruwve.

Kansas:
Garden City ............................................... .
Independence ............................................. .
Larned . ................................................... .

Osage ceded lands.

Kansas:
Independence ................................................................ - .. -- .

32.26

Kansas tr~tst and diminished reserve.

Ka,nsas:
Topeka ............................................... . ... .

10

905.64

6,658.36

=====l======t==-====

Otoe and Missouria IndUJ111, lani1.
Nebraska:
Beatrice . ......... . ..................................... .... .......... ..... ........ .
Lincoln ........... .............. .................................................. .

2,011.9:>
16,685.93

Total. ............................................................. ..... ......... .

18,697.88

Pawnee Indian l'lnd,.

Xansas:
Grand Island . ............................................. ...... .... ..... ........ .

18.837. 51

Omaha Indian land,.

Nebraska:
Neligh .................................................... .

Umatilla Indians.

1,014.69

Oregon:
La.Grande ................................................ .

s

37,297.26

l====r-=====1======
1 ··············

1.80

RECAPITULATION BY STA.TES AND TERRITORIES.

ift;,1& mm:i['.: : : : : ::::::: :::::: ::

8

4.52
15
2,135
23
6

r gon ... .. ................................................... .

1

Total ................................................... .

2,Mft

4.72.33
63,082.73
712.35
257,146.32
1,718.67
1,014.69

·--···· ·······
325, 049.

09 1

590. 42
214,104. U
1,347.98
5i8, 050. 04
2,187.5'
74,832.65
1.00
821,113.77

•
·N.-MINERAL DIVISION.
This division has charge of the following business :
(1) Mineral and coal entr~es.
. .
(2) Contests where the mmeral character of the land 1s mvolved.
(3) Quasi-contests.
(4) Agricultural entries involving mineral character of the land.
.
(5) Railroad lists referred to t.his division for examination, involving
the mineral character of the land.
(6) Petitions for suit by the United States to set aside all patents on
mineral and coal lands.
(7) Preparing certified copies of papers, plats, and records.
(8) Correspondence.
(9) Miscellaneous matters, e. g., relinquishments, requests by registers and receivers and surveyors general for instructions, etc.
The preparation and recording of all mineral and coal patentR.
There has been a slight increase over the previous year in the number of mineral entries made and contest cases received, but the accumulation of work in the division in all branches has not been materially greater than during the previous year.
The average number of clerks in the division for the year bas been
19+. The average for year ending June 30, 1887, was 29+.
Eleven hundred and forty-eight mineral and coal patents have been
issued, a decrease of al>out 25 per ·cent. from the previous year.
One hundred contest cases were finally disposed of, a decrease of
about 30 per cent.
One thousand. and thirty-fiv-e recent mineral entries were examined,
a decrease of about 43 per cent.
One thousand five huud.recl suspended entrie-, have been re-examined
as against 273 for the vrevious year, a large iucrease.
It is owing to this reduction, which has beeu largely in the force of
examiners, that the report shows a decrease rather than an iucrease of
business disposed of compared with the previous year.
The work on ex parte entries is in arrears about two years, and on
contest cases about two years and fiv-e months.
To assist in bringing up and in keeping up with the current work an
additional force is required of at least 11 clerks-7 male examiners and
4 female copyh,ts.
The work on connected diagrams has been stopped, except for California, owing to failure of surveyors-general to forward the necessary
data. The reasons given for not complyiug with the requirements of
this office in that respect are the want of sufficient force. It is deemed
necessary for an iut<:'lligent adjudication of cases in this division that
the 1:mrveyors-ge11eral _report to tl.Jis office the mining surveys as made.
Lists of railroad selections, inrnlving 3,884:,662 acres, remain suspended awaiting· action by the honorable Hecretary of the Interior on
the que tion before him as to wht:,ther the compauies shall be required
to furnish 110n-mineral affidav-its.
The records show that there are several thousand of old mining applications, many dating back prior to the act of 1872, for which no
lNT 88-VOL I--23
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entries have been made. These lands are segregated from the public
domain, and in many cases coming to the knowledge of this office have
been abandoned by the original applicants. It would be to the ad van.
tage of the government, and stimulate the mining industry by encour.
aging bona fide claimants, to require these delinquent applicant to
come forward and pay for their claims within a specified time or submit
to forfeiture and cancellation. To this end legislation is recommended
which would compel an applicant to make payment and entry within a
reasonable time after the expiration of the period of publication.
The following statement shows the quantity of lands sold and the
number of entries, filings 1 etc., made under the mining and coal.land
laws during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1888:
Mineral lands and mill.sites sold .......•.. .. ... ............... ••••. a.cres .. 31,734.58
Coallandssold ....•....•.••••...••....••...•••••. •.......... ...... do ... 21,646.95
Total., •......•........•••••.......•••••••• ..••••••...... .••. do. . . 53, 381. 53
Mineral entries made ..·........••..••••••••. .••....•.•.•••••..• •...••...
Mineral applications :filed ................••...•.. .............. .........
Ad verse claims :filed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • • • • . ......•.•.•....•••.....
Coal entries made ...............•••...••....... .....••....••.. ...•••....
Coal :filings made .............•...••...•..•..•..•.•.. •....•... ..........
Mineral contests received ...................... ............... ........ ..

1,314
1,382

Cases pending June 30, 1888 ...... .... ...... ....... ...... .... ......

4,905

250

152
1,673
134

The work done by this division during the last fiscal year is shown
as follows:
Mineral patents issued, including necessary plats of surveys ............•.....
Lode, mill·sito, and placer claims included in the above patents ..............
Coal patents issued.............................................. ..••. .....
Minera,l and coal patents recorded, including necessary plats of surveys .......
Pages of patent record made, including plats of surveys ......................

1,034
1,050
114
1, 180
6,052

Recent mineral entries examined . . .. .. .. .. . . . • .. . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, 035
Old suspended mineral entries re·examined . .. . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . .. . . .. 1, 500
Total mineral and coal entries examined or re.examined ................
Agricultural cases and quasi.contest cases, :i,µvolving mineral questions, exam·
1ned . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • • . . .
Contest cases considered and decisions rendered subject to appeal . . . . . . . . . . . .
Contest cases considered and finally disposed of .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . •• . . . . .
Total number of contests considered...... ••••. ...... ..•••. ...•.. .••••.. ....
Letters received and docketed.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • . . . . . .
Letters ,vritten . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • • .
Pages of letter record written ...............................................
Pages of official copy written ..................................•........•...
Pages of certified copy written ..............................................

2, 5:55
230
40
100
140
5, 969
4, 813
1,515
1,277
2,563

The condition of the work in the division at the close of the fiscal year

i a follow :

Mineral and coal entries unexamined . . . . • . . . . • . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . • • • • .
1ineral and coal en tries examined and in suspeneed :files..... .. • • . . . . . . . .
!liu ralcont tsinfil sandnotfinallydispos dof.......................
A!!ricnl~ural ca sand qua. i- ont t ca es, involving mineral question , un·

2, 927
2,203

xaro1n •d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . • . . . • • • • • • • • . . . . . . . . . . • . .

17

Agri~ultnral c~
nndqna i·cont st ca s, involving mineral question, ex·
amm d ancl rn rm p nd d file . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .

J.17

2-27

4,778

1,314
152

Total.............................................................

6,244
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(In entries recei!ed are ~ncluded. all entries made.)
.
Mineral and mill-site entries exammed l!'nd patented dunng the year .••••
Coal entries examined and pate~ted durmg the :year ..••.••••••••••• ·~····
Mineral mill-site and coal entries canceled durmg the year ••••••• ,. ••••••
Total mineral and mill-site entries pending June 30, 1888 •••••••••••••••••
Totalcoalentriespendino- June 30, 1888 .••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
(Of the above 190 coal ~ntries 65 are in Division C not posted.)
Agricultural and all entries, not mineral, and quasi-contest cases pending
July 1, 1887 ..•••••• ·: • •••••• : •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Agricultural cases rece1!ed dur1~g the year .•••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••
Quasi-contest cases received durmg the year •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Number finally disposed of during the year .•••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••
Number pending not acted on June 30, 1888 .•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

1,034
114

48

5,005
190

153
74
91
13.4
17

=====

Lists ofrailroad selections pending July 1, 1887, involving .•• -:. ••• acres..
886,528
Lists of railroad selections received during the year, involving ••••• do •••• 2,998,134
Total pending June 30, 1888 .•••••.••••••••••••••••••••• : •••• do~ ••• 3,884,662
Mining applications pending July 1, 1887 •••• •••••• •••••• ••••• •••••• ••••••
Mining applications made durin~ the year...... • • • ••• . • • ••• • • • •• • • • •••••
Total ..•••.•••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• · ••••.•••••••••

2,722
1, 382

---4,104
====

Mining applications (final proof not ~ade) canceled during the year, esti·
mated .•...•....••••••.•••.....•••.•.•••..••••.•••••...•••..••••••••••
Mining applications in which final proof was made during the year .•.•••••
Total number of mining applications disposed of during the year (including entries patented) .•••••.•••••••••.•••••••••••••••.•••••••••.••••••
Balance pending June 30, 1888 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Coal :filings made to July 1, 1887 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••
Coal filings made during the year .•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

10
1,314

1,044
2,790

====
4,176

Total ...•..••..••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••• · •••••••••••••••••
Coal filings canceled, no reliable data:
.
Number in which entry was made during the year .•••••••••••.••••••• 152
Number in which entry was previously made .•••••••••••••.••••••••• ,592

1,673
5,849

744

Total number disposed of during the year, no reliable data:
Number pending and including those canceled .to June 30, 1888 .••••••••••

5,105

Contests pending July 1, 1887 .••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Number received during the year .••••• \ •••••••.•••••.•••••••••••••••••••

134

Total ..••.•••..••••...•••••••.•••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••
Number :finally disposed of during the year ..••.•••.•••••••••••••••••••••

100

Number pendi~g June 30, 1888 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

227

193

327

GENERAL STATEMENT.

Mineral, mill.site, and coal entries examined during the year •.••••.•••••
Mineral and mill-site applications (final proof not made) examined during
the year (estimated) .•••••.••••• -····· ...•...••••••.••..••••..••••••••
Mineral and mill-site entries not posted by division C, June 30, 1888 .•••••
Mine!al and mill-site applications not posted by division C, June 30, 1888,
est1mated...... . . . • . . . • • . . . . • • • . . . . • • . • • • • . . ..••.••••••••.•••••.•••••
Coal entries not posted in division C, June 30, 1888 ..•.•••••••••••••••••••
Coal filings not posted in division C, June 30, 1888, no data.
(All data as to the posting should be furnished by division C, where the
posting is done.)
There should be added to this number a sum equal to the number of entries
made under section 2:147, Revised Statutes. The total number made on
filings and cash entries is 744.
Mineral and mill-site patents issued during the year .•••••.•••••.•••••••••
Coal patents issqed du Ting the 1ear ...................................... .

2,5:15

20
504

1,200
65

1,034

ll4
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ORDER-PREPARATION OF PATENTS FOR MINING OLA.IMS.
[To chief of division N, January 18, 1888.J

In preparing patents for mining claims, where the premises granted are described
by metes and bounds and include all the ground embraced within the exterior lines
of the lot or survey so described, the practice of making and inserting in the pa.tent
a plat of .t he claim will be discontinued from this date, and the patent will be made
to conform thereto, care beiog taken, however, to incorporate in the patent such of
the descriptive notes of the survey as will fully serve to identify the claim.
Nothing herein will operate to preclude the making and inserting in the pa.tent a
plat of the claim in particular cases, where it may appear that such plat is necessary
to an accurate and intelligent description.
WILLIAM WALKER,

Chief Clerk.
Approved:

S. M. STOCKSLAGER,
Acting Cornmissioner.
RULINGS UNDER THE MINING AND OO.A..L LAND LAWS.
1.

COAL LAND ENTRIES ON SCHOOL SECTIONS IN COLOUADO,

[Commissioner Sparks to register and receiver at Pueblo, Colorado, October 14, 1887.J

I have considered the appeal by John M. Burkart, forwarded with your letter of
July 15 last, from your decision rejecting bis application to purchase under section
2347, U.S. Revised Statutes, the NE.¼ sec. 36, 'l'p. 33 S., R. 64 W.
You rejected the application for the reason that said lands are State lands and not
open to purchase, being a part of the lands granted to the State of Colorado by the
acL of March 3, 1875.
Appellant aUeges that prior to said act of March 3, 1875, said lands were generally
known to be valuable coal lands and therefore did not pass to the State under its
grant.
Affidavits are submitted corroborating the statements made by the appellant.
If said lands were as alleged generally known to be " coal lands" prior to and at
the date of the admission of the Territory as a State, viz, August 1, 1876, the right of
the State did not attach thereto.
The question is one of fact and may be made the subject of a hearin~. You will,
however, first require the applicant t9 complete the papers in his apphcation. Seti
proof of citizenship (Land Office report of 1886, page 437).,. You will then under
paragraph 30, coal circular, notify the proper State authorities of Burkart's application to purchase and allow 30 days within which to show cause, if any exists, why the
application should not be received. If no objections are made you will receive the
application and allow the entry to be made; but if the State objects and traverses
the statements made by Burkart as to the known character of the ]ands, you will
proceed with a hearing to determine the facts.
I aecordingly return herewith Burkart's application E!,nd the corroborating affidavits referred to.
The case is decla.red closed.

2.

COAL LAND ENTRY-PROOF OF CITIZENSHIP.

[Secretary Vilas to Commissioner Stockslager, April 13, 1888.]

I have considered the appeals of William H. Mosley and John H. Mosley from your
~filce deci ion of August 16, 1886, requiring claimants to furnish proof of citizen hip
rn manner prescribed by the mining regulations; in default of which coal entry No.
4, John H. Mo ley, for lots 1 and 2, sec. 22, T.147 N., R. 84 W., and coal entry No. 5,
\~m .. H. Mo I y, for the NE.¼ of sec. 22, T. 147 N., R. 84 W., BisIQarck, Dakota, land
d1 trict, would be held for cancellation.
Th. ·e pa.rti s em to have strictly complied with all the requirements set forth in
the circu~ar ~pprov d July 31, 1 2 (1 L. D., 687), prescribing rules and regulations
i r :nrrym(Y mto ff ct. the provisions of the law providing for the sale of coal lanilll,
R IB d St tut ,
·t1on 2:w1 to 2352 inclusive. Having done this they can not
Jo tly be required to do anything more.
~ s_ub quent ruling on "proof of citizenship" see below, Secreiary Vilas to
Jomm1 ion r tockslnger, April 13, 1 •
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The proof of citizenship consists in each case <?f the _affidav~t of the c~a.imant corroborated by iwo witnesses, stating tha\ the cla1~ant 1s a native-born c1t1zen of the
United States.
.
.
The mininO' circular approved October :u, 1881, provided that the affidavit of the
claimant might be taken" before the register and receiver, or any other officer authorized to administer oathH within the land distr_ict."
.
.
By an ac1! approved Apri1;26, 1882 (:l2 Stat.! 4~), 1t wasp~ov~ded: '' T~at apph~an~s
for mineral patents, ifresidmg beyond ~he hm.its of the district :W?erem. the claim 1s
si1;nated, may make any oath or affidavit reqmred for P:oof of c1t1zensh1p bef?re th~
clerk of any court of record, or before any notary publrn of any State or Territory,
and a circular (dated May 9) approved May 26, 1882 (1 L. D., ti85), was promulgated
for the purpose of carrying into effect this provision.
The only particular in which these affidavits fail to conform to the requirements
of the mining circular is in that they do not show when and the place where the respective applicants were born or their present place of residence.
The coal land circular approved July 31, 1882, does not, either in the forms of affidavits prescribed or in any of its regulations, requfre these facts to be shown.
The affidavits offered were sworn to before the clerk of the circuit court of Monroe
county, Wisconsin, and are in exact Mnformity with the forms provided for in said
coi~l land circular. I can find no authority nor good reason for requiring anyt,hing
more of the applicants in this regard, and must therefore reverse your said office decision and direct that patents issue to the respective claimants.
3. COAL ENTRIES-LANDS MUST BE CONTIGUOUS,
[Assistant Commissioner Anderson to register and receiver, Olympia, Washington _Territory, May
10, 1888.)
.

The papers in coal entry No. 99, made September 27, 1887, by Charles P. Masterson,
for the SW.¾ of NW.¾, the SW.¾ of SW.¾, and t,he E. ½of SE. ¼of sec. 34, Tp. 16 N.,
R. 6 E., have been examined.
The description above enumerated shows that the land applied for and entered embraces three tracts of land, two of which (the SW. ¾of NW.¾, and the SW.¾ of S-W. ¾,
embracing each 40 acres) are :i;iot only non-contiguous but they do not corner. It is
contrary to public policy to allow persons claiming coal lands by legal subdivisions ·
to take them in non-contiguous tracts.
If a person claiming 160 acres of coal land be allowed to take three tracts, two of
which are non-contiguous and embrace 40 acres of land each, there would be no bar
to his appropriating under the same conditions four tracts of 40 acres each, widely
separated. It is therefore clearly obvious that neither the statutes nor the regulations
contemplate such a disposition of the p.ublic lands.
The entry to the extent of two of the tracts mentioned above is hereby held for
cancellation, and claimant will be allowed to designate which of the two tracts shall
be canceled. (Affirmed by the honorable Secretary of the Interior, August 10, 1888.)
4. MINERAL LAND-BRICK OLAY, DUNLUCE PLACER MINE.
fSecretary Vilas to Commissioner Stockslager, June 4, 1888.J

F. W. Weston, one of the applicants for patent for the above stated claim, bas filed
application for certification of the record alleging that notice of your decision of
February 21, 1887, holding for cancellation said entry, was not received by him until
aftertbe expiration of the time allowed for appeal.
It does not appear from application that he offered to appeal from your decision
after receiving notice, or that you declined to receive and transmit an appeal. For
this reason alone his application might properly be dismissed. But from the case
made by the application and from your decision of' February 21, a copy of which is
attached as an exhibit, no reason is shown why the decision of your office should be
reversed.
From said decision it appears that the entry was located for the valuable deposit:
of "brick clay" within its boundaries, and that it is undoubtedly more valuable as
.,,,. a "clay placer" than for any other purpose. This statement of the case is corroborated by the application for certiorari, and there is no statement or pretense that it is
otherwise valuable or contains minerals of any character.
I concur in the opinion of your office that the land embraced in the entry can not
be properly classified as mineral land and is not subject to entry as a placer claim
under the mining laws.
The application is denied.

•
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5,

SEGREGATION-MINERAL FROM AGRICULTURAL LAND,

[Acting Commissioner Stookslager tereglster and receiver, Sacramento, Cal., February 21, 1888.]

Case of John J. Ryan etal., mineral affiants, vs. Pascal Joseph Bonivert, claimant
under homestead entry No. 2983, F. C., No. 2396~ issned October 18, 1886, involving
the SW. ¼of SE. ¼, sec. 34, Tp. 16 N., R. 8 E., M. D. M.
A hearing was ordered by letter" :.N "of June 29, 1887, to determine the character,
whether mineral or non-mineral, of said 40-acre tract.
1'he record and testimony was received at this office with your letter of November
25, 1887. It appears from the record that the parties were duly notified of the bearing. The mineral affiants appeared and offered testimony. The homestead claimant
made default.
You rendered your opinion Oct. 14, 1887, holding that the portion of said SW.¼
of SE. ¼, sec. 34, described as follows : Beginning at a point on the north line of said
40-acre tract 130 feet from the northwest corner thereof; thence east 300 feet ; thence
south 1,320 feet; thence west 430 feel; thence north 1,320 feet; thence east 130 feet to
the beginning, is mineral in character and not subject to entry under the homestead
laws. And your decision gives• the homestead claimant 90 days after the decision
becomes :final within which to segregate said laud from the balance of said SW. ¼ of
SE.½; in default of which hh~ entry to the entire tract shall be canceled.
,
Due notice of your decision was given both parties and no appeal has been taken.
From an examination of the testimony I :find that there is a valuable mineral-bearing vein or lode extending from north to south through said 40-acre tract parallel
with and about 13Q feet from the west line thereof. The mineral affiants claim 300
feet on each side of this vein or lode, but there is no evidence showing that the ground
claimed as smjace ground is mineral in character.
Mineral affiants claim under a discovery made subsequent to the homestead ent!Y·
ThArefore the homestead claimant is entitled to all the lands except the portion
actually containing the mine and used as surface ground for the convenient working
thereof (see paragraph 102, mining circular), subject of course to the provisions of
section 2320, U.S. Revised StatuteA, as to the 25 feet allowed on each side of the vein
or lode. You were wrong in holding all the ground within the mining claim to be
_mineral; and so much of your decfaion as requires the homesteacl claimant to segregate
within a given time at the risk of the cancellation of his entire claim is hereby vacated, as it was not your province to pass upon that question. This office will direct
in matters of segregation (said paragraph 102).
If the homestead claimant does not desire to restrict the mining claim to surface
used for the convenient working of the mine, as stated above, he may segregate to
the full extent of the mining claim, viz, 430 feet oft' the west side of the quarter-quarter,
or he may relinquish the W. ¼of the W. t of the 40-acre tract, v-iz, 330 feet o~ the
west side of the quarter-quarter; in which latt-er case no survey would be required.
As it does not appear from the testimony what portion of the surface claimed is used
or necessary for ihe convenient ~orking of the mine, no de:fi.ni_te instr1;1ctions a~ to
amount to be segregated can be given. You will, however, perm1t the mmeral claimants to be heard in case a segregation is made of less than their full claim.
You will notify the parties of this modification of your decision and allow the usual
time for appeal.
6, SEGREGATION-MINERAL FROM AGRICULTURAL LAND IN TOWNSITE ENTRIES,

Where the question as to the mineral or agricultural character of the land embraced in an unpatented townsite entry is raised, the case is governed by the prin ciples established by the deci ion of the Supreme Court of the U. S. in Deffebach
VB: Hawke (115 U.S., 392), and where a. hearing is ordered the questions to be determmed are! 1st, whether the lands or any portion thereof were known to be valuable for mrneral at da.ile ot the townsite entry; and 2nd, whether the lands or any
po-i:t1on thereof w~re known to be valuable for mineral prior to their occupation for
r deuce or bu rnesa under the townsite title. The investigation should include
all the gro1;1n_d emb!aced in the townsite entry except such as may be coverecl b
patented mrnm_g clau?l~ or mining claims which may have been previously adjudicated under said d_ec1 100 of the Supreme Court. (To regi ter and receiver, Deadwood, Dakota, April 27, and Joly 11, 1888, case of Lead City townsite,)

0-BOARD OF REVIEW.
This division is charged with the final examination of all entries and
locations made upon agricultural lands under the various public land
laws.
Such entries as show compliance with the law governing them are submitted to the Commissioner for approval for patent, and those found defective are returned to the proper division, with directions as to the
defects to be cured.
Claims that are found to be entitled to relief on equitable grounds,
in which the law may not have been fully complied with in some
particular without fault of the claimant, are recommended for confirmation by the board of equitable adjudication and forwarded to
said board for final action.
_
All correspondence, etc., relating to these entries while in this division is conducted by it.
The following is a statement of the work performed during the year
ending June 30, 1888:
Cases pending July 1, 1887 ...•.....••..••••••.••.••••.••••.•.•...•......... 32,423
Cases received d~ing the year .....••••..•..••••..• __ .•.••.•....••.....•... 52,376
84,799
Cases examined, briefed, tabulated, and sent to patentFinal homesteads ...••..•.••·.•••....•.•.••••... :-: •..•..•........ 17,196
Pre-emption cash, commuted homesteads, private cash, and all
other cash entries ....••..•.•...••..•••••••.•••••••.•.••••..... 30,345
Timber-culture entries.......................................... 1,309
Desert-land entries .................. _••••• __ • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . . . • . . .
634
Miscellaneous entries and locations..............................
952
50,436
Entr~es approved and sent to board of adjudication.................. l; 521
Entries suspended and returned for additional evidence...... • • • • . . . . 7, 371
Entrit,s withdrawn by other divisions................................ 1,255
- - 60,583
Entries still pending July 1, 1888 ••••••••••.••••••••••.....•......... 24,216
Cases sent to patentFirst quarter (average daily force, 15).... •••• •••• •••• •• •••. ••.• •••. ... . . 4,870
Second quarter (average daily force, 15) ••••.•••••••••••••.••••......... 13,991
Third quarter (average daily force, 121) ••••.•.••.•••••.••.•............ 14,710
Fourth quarter (average daily force, 11) ••••••••••••••..••.............. 16,865
Letters received and registered during the year.... • • • • • • •• • • • • . . • • • . . . . . . . . 2, 805
Letters written during the year............................................ 1,811
Letters referred and filed, with record of number........................... 1. 531
Letters recorded in general record, number of pages . • • • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
635
Letters io dexed ...•••.•......•..••.....••••..•...••.••••... _. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6, 54 7

In explanation of the rapid increase in the amount of work performed
in this division, it may be stated that the order of August 30, 1887, requiring the original examination of cases by the other divisions to conform to points embraced in examination cards prepared for the various
classes of entries and charging upon examiners the responsibility of
.
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recommending for patent only such cases as by such card examination
were shown to be regular, has resulted in bringing to this division a
better class of cases, and made possible a more rapid verification of the
examinations made by the other divisions on which cases were recommended to this division for patent.
Under the old system each clerk making an original examination
passed the case on hiR or her own judgment, without memoranda or
notes to show that the legal requirements had been complied with, thus
necessitating an original examination by this division, and necessarily
resulting in a much larger number of improperly recommended cases
than now come to the division under the card system.
In support of this statement the following table has been prepared,
which shows the amount of work disposed of <luring the periods named
therein since- the organization of this division, and from which it will
be seen that the increase in work disposed of above noted bas been
quite large, while the average force employed has been steadily reduced.
Such increase of work done, it is believed, is largely attributable to
the general use now made of the examination card in the General Land
Office:
Cases received fromDecember 3, 1885, to June 30, 1886. ____ • __ • __ -- ..• _-- . -- •• -- • • 49,024
July 1, 1886, to June 30, 1887 .•••••.••••••• ---· ••••••....•• •• 17,843
July 1, 1887, to June 30, 1888 .••••••••••••••••.•• ---· •..• --- • 52, 376
Cases sent to patentDecember 3, 1885, t() June 30, 1886 ______ •••••• .••••. 7,975
July 1, 1886, to June 30, 1887 ..••••.••••• ______ •••••• 19,098
July 1, 1887, to June 30, 1888.... •••• •••••• •••••• •••• 50,436
Cases suspended and returned toJuly 1, 1886 .••••• ···-·· .••.•• ··-·-· ·----- -----· ---·.
July 1, 1886, to June 30, 1887 .•••••••••••••••••••••••
July 1, 1887, to June 30, 1888 •.••••.•••••••••••.•••••
Cases withdrawn by other divisions ...•••••.•.••••....•.

119,243

77,509

2,979
4,392
7,371
1,255

Cases approved and sent to board of adjudication, July 1, 1887,
to June 30, 1888 ..••••...•.••.••••••
_. _•. _. __ ••••••• __ •. . . . • . . •
,,,,

15,997
1, 521

Entries still pending July 1, 1888 .••••••• -----· •••••••••..•.••••••.......
Letters received and registered for the year ending June 30, 1887 .••• .•.• .. . .
Letters received and registered for the year ending June 30, 1888 •.. _.. . . • . • •
Letters written during the year ending June 30, 1887 .•.•••• _••...•••• _.. . • . .
Letters written during the year ending June 30, 1888...... .••••• .••••• ..••••
Letters filed a.nd referred with record ofyea.r ending June 30, 1887 .••• .•••••.
Letters filed and referred with record of year ending J nne 30, 1888.... • • • • . . .
Pag s letters recorded for year ending J nne 30, 1887. . • • • . • • • • • . • . . . . . . . . . . . •
Pages letters recorded for year ending June 30, 1888. .••••• •••••• .••••• ••••••
Names indexed for the year ending June 30, 1888 .•••.• _••••••••• __ •••••• _•••

95,027
21,216
2,500
2, 805
1, 375
1,811
1,000
1, 531
1, 525
635
6,547

NOTB.-Tbe practice of recording in the general reoord lett.era whioh have been presa-copied baa
been discontinued.

P.-SPEOIAL SERVIOE DIVISION.
This division has supervision over all special agents of the General
Land Office, whose duty is to investigate fraudulen~ entries o~ unlawful inclosures of the public lands and all depredations ~omm1tted on
the public timber lands.
The work of the division is divided into two distinct branches, namely:
fraudulent entries and illegal inclosures of public lands, and depredations upon public timber.
Fraudulent entry branch :
(1) Action upon fraudulent and illegal entries of public land.
(2) Action upon unlawful inclosures of public land. ·
(3) Preparation of copies of entry papers, etc., for use in court, etc.
(4) Making general and special reports.
Timber deoredation branch :
(1) Action· upon complaints and reports of alleged depredations upon
public timber.
(2) Making general and special reports
(3) Examination of agents' weekly reports.
(4) Docketing instructions to agents and other officers.
General work for both branches:
· .
(1) Giving personal instructions to special agents in their duties
when appointed, and detailing them for duty in the field for which
they are deemed best qualified; also answering legal inquiries and
furnishing status of cases· to attorneys and. other interested parties,
which consumes much valuable time of the clerks in the division.
(2) Examining special agents' monthly salary and expense accountR
in connection with their weekly reports.
(3) Registering mail received and all action taken thereon.
(4) The issuing of all transportation requests and requisitions for
blanks and stationery for special agents.
(5) Preparing copies of official papers for the use of special agents,
registers and receivers, United States attorneys, and for retention on
our files when the originals are required for use.in court, etc.
(6) Examination of charges relative to illegal and unprofessional
practices of attorneys before local offices, and formulating decisions in
relation to disbarring them from practice.
The work performed in this division during the fiscal year ending
June 30, 1888, is summarized as follows :
Letters and reports received and registered ...•.• •••• .••••• ...... ...... .... 27,460
Letters written........................................................... 16,139
Pages of press-copy books . . . • •. . .• • ••. .. . •.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . ... . . . . . 27,888
Pages of record........................................................... 9,295
PROTEOTION OF PUBLIO LANDS.

During the year 36 agents were employed in the investigation of
fraudulent entries and otherwise protecting public lands from illegal
appropriation; the aggregate length of service being three hundred
361
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and eighty-two months and ten days, equivalent to the employment of
31 agents for the whole year and 1 agent for ten months and ten days.
The number of' cases referred to the special agents for investigation,
including 543 letters of complaint and 133 cases of fencing, was 5,073,
a decrease of 77 from the preceding year. Many of the letters of complaint referred to the agents relate to a large number of entries not described so as to be identified on the records of this office, but which
the agents can discover by an examination in the field, and consequently the number of cases stated as referred to the agents falls short
of the actual number to which their attention was ~alled as requiring
investigation.
The number of cases investigated and reported upon by the special
agents, including 79 cases offencing, was 3,244, a decrease of 730 cases
from the preceding year. The decrease in the number of cases reported is accounted for by the fact that there were fewer agents in the
service than the preceding year, and a considerable portion of the time
of some of the agents was taken up in attending hearings before the
local land officers, thus consuming timA which could otherwise have
been devoted to field work.
Upon the special agents' reports 2,079 entries were held for cancellation, and 84 entries were held for cancellation on testimony taken at
hearings. Hearings were ordered in 1,422 cases.
The total number of entries canceled was 1,605, in 181 of which such
action was taken after heari~gs had been had and the parties had failed
to appeal from adverse decisions, being an increase in the total number
of entries canceled of 452 over the preceding year.
Final action as taken in 4,176 cases during the year, and there are
now pending in the division 13,067 land cases.
The following tables show in detail the kind and number of cases received and acted upon, and the location and status of the same:

Statenient showing in detail the nu11ibe1· of cases 1·eceived and acted upon during the year.
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A

A
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~

O
<1>"' <1>

<P

;:.

<q

c;i~

.

·s
~

8

A

O

I::
<q

I::~

..q,.

- - - - - - -- - f;l;l

<q

243
5 47 23 ....
6 30
3
112
2 26 15 . • • .
2 11....
639
9 137 66 . . • .
9 25
1
26 . . . .
4 . ••. . . . . . . . .
4 .. . .
80
2 15 . . . . . . .
2 54....
42
2 46 19 . . . . . • • .
2 ....
159
3 28
1 .. . .
1 · 4. ...
4 ·· · ·
5 . . . . . . •. .. . .
1 ....

403
207
216
20
80
267
33
6

.

!;l ~

Awaiting final action.

------:---:---------1

f! ~~
~ s ·;;; s f 1 ~ "t:1 ~ ~ JJ gf-~ ~ ~
g:~:~'¢
~ 0~ 0~ ci1
~ E~~tj
cil
c;, <.> p. '';'
'0
0: a,
0: .....

<q ~
0
0
0
0
0 ~ ~
~
---- - - - - - - - -- -- - - 22 140
590
19
1
65
36
3
458
5
7
110
1 250
406
66 . ~..
154
15 32
150
1 . • • . . • • .. .

I '"'.; , I

•

Cance1ed ·
To Sec· o8 .
cancellation. Hearings
ordered. retary.
l- - - - - - - - - 1-- - - - - 1-- - - -1- - - ~ ~
.:. c\s
1::2
o
~
s ..., 0

.:£

1
§

.s

-:!I.

;s §!

lei

~

~<II ~ ~..,.

·

:: s~ ]

r-. -

=o ~

O

a_
-s A
cil

~

__,__
<l>-+"

~

2451,943
541 99
74 1, 062
211 ao
423 2, 990 1, 156 221
64 112
85
5
115 789
229 15
133 1, 149
135 238
106 319
196 17
18
31
18
6

E-l

A

o

iA

•

~

,!,!

~

'§

~ al ~ ~ ~
A
~A~~ -!ci1
<P
~

f<P,..;

,E ,-=

~o

J.j

~

_,

<l>

·s

A

~
_~_,~__ -H- --

2,828 78 197
1, 377 45 50
4, 790 41 132
266 . . . . 93
1,148 .•.. 194
1, 655 19 14
638
3 157
73 . . . .
2

2,8281 286
1,377 '378
4, 790 674
:l62 251
1,148 753
1, 659 409
638 332
73
11

1

li;~~li~!iii l1! ;;;I:.] :ll; ;~it ~jj:} ::i!i !i :iiii '.iiii! ;;;;) :i i ;~l .l!I l jl i ~~:~! ![:~~~. •:!;l :!!~ ~~;;l( !!ll ; ;i~ !!!f !iil ;~;ifI:::'.!
1

Total .......•........... 6, 047 5, 073 3, 244

24

37 930 181! 433 2,079
1

84 1, 399

23 350 135

20

21 151

4 1, 2321, 213 8, 579 2, 621 65413, 067 188

'"a
Cl

to

t"-4
..-«

a

t'4

z>t::,
rn

840 13, 067 4, 176

Corrected balance of entries pending July 1, 1887 .•••...•..•••••••••••••••••••••.•••••.•••••••••••.••.••••••••••••••••••.•.•..•••• 11,196

~~:c~~~~~s~~

~a.~:;:~~::;~~ti~;; ·:.·. :::::·.:::::·.::::: ::::::::::: :::::::::: ::::: :: ::::::::::::::::::::::: ::: :::: :::::::::: ::

4 ~~

~
~
~
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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.
Statement showing location-end statu,s of cases received end acted upon.

States and Terri·
tories.

- - - - - - - l - - -l - -- + - - - -1 - - - - - 1 - - - - - - - - , - - -

.Alabama..........
Arizona . . . . . . • . .
.Arkansas........ .
California.........
Colorado..........
Dakota .. , . . . . . . . .
Florida........... .
Idaho....... . . . • • •
Iowa............. .
Kansas • . . . . . . . . . .
Louisiana.........
Michigan . . . . • . . . .
Minnesota . . . . . . . .
Mississippi . . . . . . .
Missouri. . • • . • . . . .
Montana...........
Nebraska.........
Nevada .. ........ .
New Mexico . . . . . .
Oregon . . . . . . . . . . .
Utah..............
Washington......
Wisconsin . . . . . . . .
Wyoming.........
Total . . . . . . .

89
271
120
999
579
304
36
48

80
207
68
368
479
186
49
32

96
16
111
1. 542
1,093
900
21
34

. ••..••.........
1, 123

859
161
176
177
31
29
l 76
215
71
34
4 . ••. . . . .
203
156
657
185

40
6

611
20
6
134
747

432
49
61
700
19
163

534
26
11
95
32
120

530
73
82
1,097
36
261

6, 047

3, 244

8, 579

10

24
51
13
82
113
342
19

16

6

·io4

244

165
2
18
2

2
3
90
2

47
41

30
101

31
39
32
95
94
49

22;
3
1
66
2
40

6
125
47
164
290
146
13

8
1
102
18
10
44
....... .... .
3

······2oa·
63
3
75
1
69

1, 002 --1. 539

I

--1---1--

5
1
31
3
35
10
13
1
ll
4
42
5
95
52
310
231
157
i19
93
91
131
14
111
73
23
6
22 ..... .
3
3
3
8
. .... ·- ... .... .. . .... ···· · ·
158
90
197
63
43
27
26 .. .. -·
2
3
50
5
97
19
43
47
1
5
20 ..... ..
4 ••••••

27
90

25
89

3~
28
7
11
14
20

28 ····i·
2
4
3
1
21 . . . . . .
4
2
91
2

1, 218_

17
53

. •••••

7.
101

3
25

112
4
2
10
13
22

31
12
1
34
10
11

1.02sf7aa 1.232

654

Statement showing the location, area, and present status of unlawful inclosures of public
land reported to J·une 30, 181:38.
[a signifies area not given.]

Status and area of inclosu re.

Name and locality.

Grud total ......... .......... ............. ....
ARIZONA:

Total.: •..••.............••....•..••.•.........

Proceed·
ings insti·
tuteci to
compel
removal.

Removed.

Being
removed
when
last
examined.

.Acre,.
3,452,336

.Acres.
4,500,800

Acres.
136, 806

---21,750

33,000

=--=-=
................

.Awaiting
investiga.
tion or
action.

.Acres.
2,001,218
1,400

365

PUBLIC LANDS.

Statmmmt ~lwwing the location, etc., of unlawful iiiclosurea of public lands, eto.-Cont'd.
LG signifies area not given.]
StatUB and area of inoloaure.

· Name and locality.

CALIFORNIA-Continued.
Los Angeles County:
Miguel Leonis . . .. .. . . . . . . .. . . . . •• • • • • • • .. . • .

Proceed,
ingsinsti•
tuted to
compel
removal.

Removed.

Acres.

Acres.

Being
Awaiting
removed investiga..
when
tion or
last
action.
examined.

Acre•.

Acres.

4, 000 •••••••••••..••••.••••••.••••••••.••

Mod.:ris~in~1c~IT...... . . .. . . . •• • • .. . • • • • • • • • . • • . . • • • . • • . . • • • . • • . • • . • • • • . . • • • . • • • • • • .
Yolo County:
David Wolgamatt . . .. •••• . • •••••• •.••.••• •••. .••••• .••••• .•••••. .••.. . ••• •• .•••••
COLORADO:
Total: . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • • • . . • • • • . • • .. • • . 1, 678, 314 1, 855, 760
28,496

93,400
6,010
538, 550

.Arapahoe County:
B.K.Kimberley........ . ....................
3,000
3,000 .•....•••••. -·~·········
V. G. Schaefer . .. . . . . . . . • . .. . . . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .. • • • • . . . • • .
9, OiJO ...................... ..
Isaac Weber.............. .. .............................
6,000 ....................... .
American Cattle Company .. • • . . .. . • • • •... • .
7, 140 ............. -•.••••••••• -••••.•... -

~nE'.:3.t~a~!~; ·. ::·:::::.::·.::::: :::::::::: :~:::: :::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: ~!~7,690
~e!'
i?o~ks:y ::·.:: :·:.: ·:.:::::::::::::::::::::: :::::::::::: ......60,~·-~~~.
:::::: ~=== :: .. ""c'ai .. -·
Tucker Williams.... . ..................... ...... .•••••
00\l ....................... .
Eastern Cattle Company ............................ ;... •••••• ...... •••••• .••.•.
&

i !l~i ~t): : : : : : : : :~~~:~~~~; : ! :;:~~:~~ l~! : : : : : : : : : :; : :

A.ra:P-ahoe and Elbert Counties:
lf. P. Ernest . .... . .. ..................................... .
70,000
Arapahoe Land and Cattle Company ................... .
5,000
Archuleta County :
G.D. Sease .............. . ...................................................... .
160
Bent County:
50,000 ....................... .
Vrooman & Mattice......................... •... • . .. . .. .
4,000
4,000 ....................... .
Thurlow & McIntyre .. ......................
John W. Prowers . . • . . . .. .. • • ••• • • .. • •• • • •• •
75,000
75, 000 ....................... .

tiiii~~wi~~~e:::: ::: :::::::::: :: :::: :: :::::: ··--·- ~~~~~~~r::t~ t~::lo~: ::: :: ::: ::: :::::::::::::::: :::::: :::: ::
A. Rhoads & Bro............................ ...... .... ..
Chick, Browne & Co.........................

27,000

ff

1~: ggg :::::: :::::: ::::::: ::: ::
:: g~g :::: :: :::::: :::::: ::::::

6,000 ....................... .
27,000 ....................... .,

I!!

i!t~~lllliillllllliiililliillllll iiiiilill!ii :::::~;~: i1l1ll1iil11 ;;;;;;

Daniel Kesee ... . . . ... . .. .. ...... ...... ••••••
1,440
Henry K ellogg .. . . .. . • . . . • . . • . • • . . • • . . • • • • • • . • • • • • . • . • • •
Jones & Hess.......... .. .. ... . . . • •• • •• ••• • • •
8,300
W.W. .Jones........ . . . ...................... .••••• ... . ..
J.C. Jones ....... . ...........................
1, 920
Irwin & Clark . . . . . .. ... • . • • . • • . • . • • • • • • . • • . . • .. • • . . . . • .

1,440
6, 000
8, 300
7,200
1, 920
2, 000

....................... .
....................... .
..••••••••••••.••.••••••
.•••••.•.•••.•.••.•••..•
....................... .
...•.•••••.....•...•••.•

~I~~;J/\Hl{\i+( ::::\~;: ::::J~: :::::/S: ;;;;?m
H. S. Holly . . ............... . .....................................................
J,280
Columbia Land and Cattle Company . . . • . . . . . • . . .. • • • . ..
3, 000 ....................... .
H.B. Cartler............ .. . .. . • . • • • • • • . . . .. . • • • • • • .. . . ..
3, 000 ....................... .

tittfJt;:::;::i;:::::::::::::::::::: :::;i::;;::; ·tm;;;;;;:;;;:; :ii:!!:::!::
Arkansas Valley Land and Cattle Company.

627,089

627,089 ....................... .

ti!it~::::::):::i:::;:::::::::~:: :!\\:\:!~i: i ;:; :!!:::(!:::(!;!!!!~!
<;i
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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE IN)fERIOR.

Statement showing the location, etc., of un.lawjiil inclosureB of public land, eto.-Cont'd.
(a signifies area not given.]

Status and area ofinolosure.
Name and locality.

Proceedingsinstituted to
compel
removal.

Removed .

Being
remov.ed
when
last
examined.

Awaiting
investigation or
action.

.Acres.

.Ac1·ea.

Acre,.

Acres.

COLORADO-Continued:
Bent and Las Animas Counties:
Prairie Uattle Company ..•..................
Chaffee County :
,lames E. McGee.............................
Conejos County:

33,763
2,960

33,763
2,960 .•.•••.••••....•........

~~i~!sl\#e~c~~.~~!~.:::::::: :: ::::::::: ::::::::: ::: ::::::::: ::: ::::::::::::

Costilla County:
Sanford & Strong ....... .. ..•.......•.• ... ...
Cust6r County:

2,000

1,200
1,000

2,000 ....................... .

i~r~!8~~os:::::::::::: :::::::::::: :::::: :: ::::::::: :: ::::::::::::: :::: ::::::::

1,000
5,000

Ludwi\:i~fi8:::::: ::::::::::::: :::::: :::::: .••••• ~:~~~- · · ·---~·-~~William Osborne . • •• • • . • • ••• . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . .
2, 100
2, 100
H. H. Metoolf.... .. . .•. .. ••.•.••• ...•.. ••••••
30,000 ... . ...•... .
Rhin11hart Matesino . . . • • • . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . ..
2, 300
2, 300
Marki & Fabrion . . . • . . . . . • . • • • . . . . . . . . • •• • • .
2, 000
2, 000

·a;ooo

Elbert County:

:::::: :::::: ..•...

.... ........ . ........ .. .
.••. ..•.... . ..•.......•.
. • • . . • • . . • • . . .•..•.•....
... ........ .. .......... .

!!t~li:,~t;: ~~~~~?~:::::::::::::::: :::::~~·:~~~: ::::::~,: 6i&: :::::::::::: :::.:::~·: ~~
E. H. Erhles .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . . .
960
960
,Joseph L. Danhouser . • • . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
3, 000
3, 000
P. Cranmer.................................. ...••...•... ...... ......
J. 0. Doslol . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

.••...... ....•••....... .
• • • • • • . • • • • . . ......... ..
.•...•......
10,000
.. . . . . .. . . . .
*10

6~!1~J~~~~afu~.'
::::: ::: ::::::: ::::::: ::::::: : ......~·.~~- ::: :: :::: :: : :::: :: ::: ::: ······(ci)····i5
John Monahan............................... . ..... ...... . ... . ....... ... .. . .•.•..
Percberon Horse Company . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . • . • . . • • • . .

9,000 ....................... .

~tt~~~~i~L:::::::: ~::::::::::::::::::: :::::~.:~~: :::::~·: ~~~: ::::::::::::::::~):: :
H. Brockman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. • . .. . .. . • • • . • . . . . . .
C. C. Luplow........................... . .. . . . . . . • .. . . . . ..

H. W. Smith . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . • •• • • •
Jacob Lang . ............................................. ·
John l3ain. ...... ...... .. .. .• . .. . . . .. . . . . . . . . ..•..• .•••..
Jacob Cook...... ............................ .... •• ... • •.

1·1t1if)::: : : : : : : : : : : :\: ::::/t
L. G. Brooks................................. ..••.. .••••.

~~i~H~;~~!-~~:: ::: :::: :::: :: :::::::: :::::: :::::: ::::::

(a)
(a)
(a)
(a)
(a)
(a)

.... .................. ..
............. ......... ..
..... ............... .. ..
....................... .
••••••.•.••..•••••••••••

1
~111

i:::):::: ::;:::: : : :

•••••• ••••••.••.••• .••• .

1,620 ..••.. ..•.. . ..••.•.•••••

:: ~~~ :::::: :::::: ::::::::::::

El Paso County:
, . A. Jackson. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . • • • . . . .. . • • .. . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . .

7, 000

t~ti~;:): :;;:;;;:;;)::::::::) :; }'.\~'.; . .5i~ :::::::::::: :::::;):::
. M. Buzzard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • .. . . . . . • . . . . . • . . • • • • • . . . . . .
" 0 . P." Live tock Company................ . . . • •. . • . • . .

1, 800 .......... .. .... ....... .
10, 000 .................. ..... .

!i[ll~~ll11~//t\\;\/\\\ \\l\t\i . . .J~.I\i\\\I\ t::+:

.r,·r mont County:

n.i l ~;~!

l, !WO

l~

\\\\!!l!\!!!:\\!'.\\~\ll\\i[: !!!!!:;\~! !!!!!!!!~; !!!!!! !!!!!! ••••• :
•l(il...
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PUBLIC LANDS.

8tat81Afflt ahowing the location, etc., of unlawful incloB1wes of public land~ etc.-Cont'd.
[a signifies area, not given.J
Status and &rea. ,;,f inclosure.

· Name and locality.

COJ.ORADO-Continued:
Huerfano County-Continued:

Proceedings instituted to
compel
removal.

Acru. •

Removal.

Being
removed
when
last
examined.

Awaiting
investigation or
action.

Acres.

Acres.

Acres.

f.e¥. ~~~fu~oii: ::: ::::::: :::::::::: :::::::: :: :::::: :: :::: ........000. :::::: ::: ::: .... -~a!_ .. ..

Jefff,~~i:1!~~:.: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :: :::::: ::::::::::~ ::::::::::: ~ :::

t;4, 000
ggg

- - Booten . • . • .. • • • • • • . • • • • • • . • • • • • • • . . • • . . • .. . • • . . • • . • • • • . • • . • • • . . • • . . • . . . • • .
- - Wyman.... . •.. • .. .... .. ... .. .. .. .. ... • .. ... .. . ... .. .. .. .. • .. . .. .. .. .... ..
A.

2, 500·

RonBhid;;--...................................................... -----~--·...

La Plata County:
Joshua Alderson .. • . . •• • • .. •• • • • • • • .. •• • • • ..
3, 500
3, 500
John White........ ..........................
3,200
3,200
Larimer County:
J. H. Bristol ................... ,.............. . • • . . • • . . • • . .. • • • . •• • • • •
Las Animas County:
20, 000
George W. Thompson . . .. . • • • • •• • • • • . . • • • • • . .. • .. .. . . . . .
38, 000
38, 000
Hall & Barela . . . • .. .. . .. . . . .. . . . . . . • • • • . • • • .

~~~

....................... .
....................... .
.. • . .. . • . • ..

550

................ ·...... .
.. • • • • . • . .. . • .......... .

~-rT~B~~i~i~~::::::
:::::: :::::: :::::::::: ::::: ::.:: ::: io,3, i200
g~ ::::::
:::::: ::::::::::::
Frank Bloom............ . • .. . • . .. .. .. . .. . • • . .. .. • • . • .. ..
. .. .. . .. .. .. . ...... _....
0
Las fJ~!~c~!!~;. ~~:r~~fk:·c~;ii°iiy: N: Mei 0: • •• .. .. .. • .. .. .. .. • .. .. • ... .. . ......
(a)
Prairie Cattle Company.....................
151, 710
151, 710 ...................... ..
Park County:
Witcher Bros........ ....................... .. . •. • .. . .. . • • . . . . .. . . .. • . .... .. . . . . . .
10, 000
]'red. Stull...... . .. . .. . . . • .. . . • .. • • . . . .. . . . . . .. • .. • . .. . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . • • . . . . . . • ..
2, 000

. --.. -.. -.. -. .. ----... -..

......................

·-·······--·
Pueblo Count.v:
Carter & Campion...... . .. • • • . .. . . .. • • .. . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . .
John G. Haas...............................
40,300
John Hersperger................... ..... ... .
40,000
Lankford Bros...............................
14,000
62,700
Livesey Bros................................
37, 500
McDaniels & Davis..........................

I~s~rP~i/~~~~~:. ~~~ ~:::::::::::::: :::::: ::::::14,700
:: ::::

John W. Ross...............................
E. C. Tolle . .................................

35,200

4, 000
40,300
40,000
14, 000
62,700
37, 500

········----- --·------·

· ·•· · -- · · ••· ·••••• ••••••
........ .... ........... .
. ................... ... .
.......... ............. .
.................. ..... .
....................... .
....................... .

i: ~~g :::: :::::::: ::::::::::::

14. 700 ....................... .
35,200 ...................... ..

~!flii¼l!nn;I\!!!!/It !)!II) i\))\)l~ I/lil: !ii

If(f

1

ii

Jil/l{i///////////j////!!////! iiiiiiiifili !!i!!!i~: /jJj// /i/// ·::-:

··1
irS~C~~~~::::::::: :::::::::::::::::::::: ::::::::: ::: :::::::::::: ..... ~~·- ~~~-

Pue~~"!~i¾~'!no~t ·c~-~i°iiies;----· ...............................................

4' OOO

15, OOt
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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

Statement slwunng the location, etc., of unlawful inclosures of pubUc land, etc.-Cont'd.
[a sigiri:6.es area not given.]

Status and area of inclosure.
Proceed·
ings insti·
tuted to
compel
removal.

Name and leoality.

Removed.

Being
removed
when
last
examined.

.A.waiting
investigation or
action.

COLORADO-Continued.
Pueblo and Huerfano Counties:
Acres.
Acres.
Acru.
Acres.
Cleveland Cattle Company............. . • . . • .
300, 000 ••••••.••••...•.•.••••••.•••••••••••
Denver Cattle and Land Company...........
(a)
................................... .
Tabor & Thompson.......................... ... .. • •••••. .... •• . .. . . . . .. . .. . .... •
(a)
Saguache County:
DeWitt C. Travis ... ............. . . • .. • .•• • • . ••• • . . . . . . . .
1, 920 ....................... .

id~t~ te::ke!.~i~~~:::::::::::::::::::::::: ...•. ~~·.~. :::::::::::: :::::::::::: ..... ii4jiio
John D. Wilson..............................
Bassett & Travis.............................
Hall Bros....................................
John Locke..................................
Steele Brothers . . . • • .. . . . • • . . • • . • • • • • . . • .. .. •
Wales Brothers..............................

272 ................................... .
. •• . • • .. . • . . . •• • .. . . .. . . . . • .. . • . . . . .
5, 000
.... .. ...... ...••• •..... . ... .. . ... . .
4,000
.••••• .... .. ...... ...... ............
4,000
.. . • . . ••• • • • . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
4, 000
...... ...... ...... ...... .... .. ......
5,000

Josephs~i1~~;_·;k~~ ::: : :: ::: ::::::::: :: :::::: :::::: :::::: :::: :: :::::: :::: :: :::: ::
- - Williamson . . . • . • •. .. . . .. • .. ••. • • .. • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .•. . . .
Olayto~~!J~e~~.:::: :::::::::::: :::::::::::: ::: : :: ::::: :
- - Young .... .. ...... ....•. ......••••.••. .••... ......
Weld County :
Snyder Brothers . . . . . . . ... • •• .•• .. • .... .. . .. .
1,000
Jud. L. Brush...............................
320
Barnes & Shafer....... . • . . . . .. . . • . .. . .. . . . • . . • • • . . . • . . ..

:::: :: :::: :: :::: :: :::: ::
.•••.. .••.•. ............

~; iig

4, 000

~~~

(a)

................................... .
.................. .. .... ........... .
*18 ....................... .

~: f;e?;~d~~~.: ::::::::::::: :::::: :::::: :::: :: :::::: :: :::: ...... ~·. ~~~. ·..... i," 960. · · · · · · · ·· · · ·

J. W. Bowles ............................................... ................ ..... · · · ·· · 20," 000
Iliff Land and Cattle Company............... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
(a)
DAKOTA:
Total ................................. , ....... .
Charles Mix County:
Turgeon Brothers ........................... .
S. C. Humphrey ............................ .
Brule County:
D. W. Spalding..............................
Custer County:

16,300

553

70,000 ······ .•....

3,000
1,300

12,000 ........................... ........ .

Bro~i~lnitee~o~~~.~~.~~~~~~~:~~~~~~:~~:~:~~
~~:~~:::~~~: ..... ~:·.::~. ::~::::::::: ......... ;~~
Grand Forks County:
John Kohner .................................................. •ft• . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
E. Brenna ..................................................... ............... .. .
N. Hammell ........................................................ . ........... .

90
40
40
18
15

ir!~/~:~~~t~~~. :::::: :::::: ::: ::::::::::::::: .::: ::::: ::: ::: ::: :::::: ::: :::::: :::

ID.A.HO :
. Total ......................... , -............ .

10,080

5,300 ·•······• ···

26,280

.A.l~~~v°c~i~ok
..........................................
············
............
160
Nelson Davis................................
600
600 ....................... .

~Wu!~~;t.~~~s:::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :::::::::::: ......~·.~~~. :::::::::::: ·········ii;o

C

!i:1\\~!t::~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ::::::~:???~ :::::: :::::: :::: :: :::::: .........~=
ia. County:

Kp~'i'icb t~?:~~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :::::::::::: :::::::::::: ::::::::.:::

Nez l' ·r

·11

County:

(a)

25,000

~r1j!'&fcw!};te_t_~.':::::::::::::::::::::::: .......·.~~. :::::::::::: :::::::::::: .........640

1it om , hurch, dal....... ............. .
neida unty :
Armour attle Company ................... .
ey n,Cohn ........ .................... . . ..

•1m

640 ................................... .

f,600
800
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PUBLIC LANDS.

Statement showing the locatio-n1 .etc., of unlawful inclosuree-ofpubli9 land,.. etc.-Cont'd.
[a signifies..area not given.]

Status and. area. of inclosure.
Name of locality.

Proceedingsinstituted to
compel
removal.

Removed.

Being
removed
when
last
examined.

Awaiting
investiga.
tion or
action.

:DARO-Continued.
Oneida County-Continued.
Acres.
Acres.
Acres.
Acres.
W.W. Evans................................ .••••.. •. . . .
(a)
•••..••..••..•••.•.•....
Herman Brothers.................. • • • • • • • • • .
1, 200 • • • • • • . • . . . • .. • • .. • • • • • . . ••••..•.•••
Holbrook & Crawford . ••• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
1, 200
1, 200 ..•...••.•...•...••..•..
KANSAS:

Total ......................................... .

378, 280

1, 169, 560

_____

,

90,(i0O ,

192,000

Barbour County:
McKittrick & Andrews...................... ••••••••••••
6,000 .•••••••••••••••••.•••••
Comanche County:
192,000
Comanche Cattle Pool ••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••.
Cowley County:
·
3,000
--Harter ••••••.•••••.•••••.••••••••••••..•••••••••••
Finney County:
·
S. A. Bullard . • • • • . . • • • • • ••• • • • . • • • • • .. • .. • • .
104, 000
104, 000 ••••••••••••••••••••• ~.
Bartlett Cattle Company..................... . . . • . . . . • • . . . • . • . . • • . • • . • ••• • • ••• • ••
(a)
Gove, Ness, and Lane Counties:
81,000
Forrester Cattle Pool .. .. . • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • .
81,000
Gove, Lime, Scott, and Saint John Counties:
Smoky Hill Cattle Pool . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • .
133, 000
133, 000 .•••••••••••••••.••.••••
Grawi~ti::?wilkinson ...•.. •••••• .••••••••.•••.
2,120 •••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••• - ·•·• · •
Hamilton County:
Lombard Cattle Company ..•••.•.•••••.•••••.•••••..••••.••••••••••..•••••••••••
*36
Harper County :
2,500
......................
..
- - Hale·····························-··· ........... .
- - Tread well ...•••.•••••.••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••
3,000 .•••••••••••••••..•.••••
Harper and Kingman Connties :
CJotfelter, Thomas & Blake..................
24,160
24-, 160 •••••••••••..•....••••••
Land County:
·
Joshua Wheatcraft.. .. ..••••. ••••••••• .••••• .••••• •••••• .••••• ••••••
5,500 .••...••••••
Pratt and Barbour Counties:
W. O. Thompson . ... ....... ..••..••••••••••••.••••••.••••.•••••••••••.••••••••••.
(a)
Sherman and Wall ace Counties:
• Jinks, Grogan & Rice ....... . . . . . • • • • . • • . • • • • • •• • • • . • • • • •
64, 000 .••.•••.•••..•••..••••••
Sherman, Wallace, and Saint John Counties:
Peter Robidoux .•.•••.........•.........•••••.•••••.•••••
40,000
Sherman, Thomas, and Saint John Counties:
61,000
I. F. Teeters ........ .. . . .............. - .•. ·. - .•••.•••••••
Scott, Wichita, Wallace, and Saint J obn Counties:
592,000
Clark,1. Matthews & Stoller .••...••••.••..••.•.•••••.••••.
Wallace \jOUnty:
6,400
H. A. Clark ..•.........•..•••••.•••••.••.••••.••.•••..••.
9,000
Colorado Live Stock Company ..•..•••••.••...••.•••...•.
23,000
Thomas Madigan . . . . . . . • • • • • . . . • . • • • . • • • • • • •
23, 000
6,500
Newton & Calley ..........•••••••••.•••••••..•••••••••••
Wallace and Saint John Counties:

i~;:~~BEi~:~!a·:: ::::::: ::::::: ::::::::::: ..... ~~:~~~...... ~·.~~~. -····ss:ooo· ::::~:::::::

Cheyenne County and Dundy County, Nebr:
.Ben.jamin :Hird .................................................................. .
MINNESOTA:
Total .•••••.•••.••••••••••••.•••••••••.•••.•••..•••••.•••••.••.•..........•........
Traverse County:
James E. Henry •• • • • • • • • • •• • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . . . . • . . . • • . . • • . • • • . . •...••...•.

(a)
=====

900
9110

:MON'L\NA:

Total ... . .. ••. ••• .••••• . •••• • •••••• •••••• ••••••
B3averhead County:
Poindexter & Orr . . . . . . . . . .. . . • . . . . . . . . . .. . . .

46,920

.. . . . . . . . . . .

144,400

17,900

53,410

90, 800 . • • • • • . • • • • . . •••••......

fifi1J;~;~r;::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ::====~·:~~~: -··· .(:t~· ::::: :::::: ~:: :(~)~: : ~

Caster County:
- -Barrington ........................................ -··-·······-·········
*Miles.
·

INT 88-VOL

I--24

1,500
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REPORT , OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

Staternent shoiving-the..Jocation,-etc., of unlawful ·inclosures-of public lands, etc.-Cont'd,
[a signifies area.not given.)

Status and area of inclosure.
Proceed.
ings insti·
tuted to
compel
removal.

Name and locality.

'MONTAN.A.- Continued:

Custer County-Continued:
J ames A. Campbell ...... ···-................
Niobrara Cattle Company....................
Home Land and Cattle Company . . . . . • . . . . . .
Concor(l Cattle Company . . . . . .. • . . . . . . . . . . . .
Northern Cattle Company....................
Green Mountain Ranching Company........
Carpenter & Roherteon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Columbia Land and Cattle Company.........
John N. Bean .. . . .... . .....•. : ...............
B.B.Bishop...... .......................•.•..

Acres.
2,500
800
1, 600
600
600
620
900
160
460
1,800

Removed.

Acres.

Being
removed Awaiting
investigawhen
tion or
last
action.
examined.

Acres.

Acres.

2,500 ......•••.••.......•••••
. .............•...•...•...•......•..
1, 600 ....................... .
600 •.•.•..••••...•••...••••
................................... .
................ , .................. .
900 .•••••.•..............•.
160 ••••••.•.••....•...•••••
.••..••...•..•.... ...... ......... ••.
.• ••••••••....•................•.•••

t~~~~i;ittt::::::::::::::::::::::::: ......~:;~~. : ~: :~,:~~~: :::::::::::: : : :(~):: :
Michael Barrett ......................... : . . . .
Erie Coggshell ............... '"........ .•• . . .
Wyeth-Brown Cattle-Comp ant..............
Joseph Scott. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • .

. • • • . . •• . • • •
. •• . . . . • . • . .
.... .. .... . .
.. . .. . . .. . . .

.... .. ..... .
.. . .. . . . . . . .
. . . . . . . •• . . .
.. .. ... .... .

.. . . . . .. . . . .
.. . ... ... .. .
.. . . . . . . . . . .
.. . . . . . . . . . .

~~i~
11~n°k:: :::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: :::: :: :::::: :::::: :::::::::::: :::::: ::::::
Zook & A.llerton . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
0

400
500
500
1, 020
1
'
550

;fg

T. M. Bowen.....................................................................
(a)
R. R. Barnes... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . .
800
--Howe ........ -....................................... . .............. ......
(a)
Hans P. Anderson........................... .••.••.•.... ...... ...... ..•.........
240
San born & Loud. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
800 ..............•.................... .
George Mace . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1, 400
Dawson County :
Home Land and Cattle Company . • . . . • . . . . . .
1, 800
1, 800 ....................... .
Deer Locl o-e County:

iailiif!"~~lla~:~~~~.::::::::::::::::::::::: :::::::::::: :~::::::::::

4,~ii ::::::::::::
ugg

r~o1!::~~~~~~~~~~~~:::::::::::::::::: :::::::::::: :::::::::::: ::::::::::::
Gallatin County:

D. ,J. Kenealy... . ..... . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . • • • .
1, 800 .••••••.•••.... .. .....•...•..••.••••
Lewis and Clarke County:
Noah Mattice.... . ........................... ......... .• . . . .. . . .. . . . .
600 .••• •••.•••.
John Merry .... .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . • • • • .. . • . . . . • • • • • .
1, 000 .•••••.••..•. .•.•..•••••
Madison Couni:v:

}i~ftfI\tl~[~~~\I[lf

'.'.'.'.'.'.f~:

George H. Goodwin..........................

300

Mfil~C~~~~~:: : : ;: ;: : : : : ::; : :::

:::3;: III/ III)
800 .... ........ ...••• •.••• .

. . ': _;. :::~;;~ :: :: : ::~

;}103.tana Cattle Company....................
7, 600
7, 600 .• ....•...•..........••.
u 1th Sheep ompany .......................................... _. . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15, 000
p~r~h~estern qnttlo Company............ ..
400
400 .••..••...•...•.•••.••••

~:.~,~gi~fr7/\!.\_\ .\~.· ~~\<!ili ??? :!!?? : ::5:

ilv~p.f

i_-

t kL
.•.•.•......
7,800 .•••..•.•....•.•.... .•••
Y llo~~::~n '<~;fty·:·········--·················
OO ·••·••••···· ·•••·•·••••· .••. .....•.•

~r.lr~~F;~~~"~zrn+i:E : : : : ;~: : : : : ~: : : : : : : . . . &~
~Mn .

2,000 .••••••••.• ··•··••·· .•. ···-·· ····-
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PUBLIC LANDS.

Statement allowing the location, etc., of unlawful inclosm·es of public la_nd, eto.-Cont'd.
[a signifies area not given.]
Status and area of inclosure.
Name and locality.

MONTANA-Continued.
Park County:
J. R. Dilworth .....•...•••.•••••.•••••..•....
NEBRASKA:

Total. ..............•...•••.•••••••.•••••.•....

Proceed·
ingsinsti•
toted to
compel
removal.

Removed.

Being
removed
when
last
examined.

Awaiting
investiga·
tion or
action.

Acres.

Acres.

Acres.

Acres.

800
323,312

253,528 ••••••.••••.

Chase County t
KilpatrickBros ...................-.......... •••••••••••. .•••••.••••• .•••.••..••.
Cheyenne County :
Union Cattle Company...................... ••• • • • . •• • • . . . • • • • • • • . • . . • • •• • • . • • •.
Pratt & Ferris............................... .•••••. •• . .. .. . . . • . . . . • . . •• . •• .••••.

2~8, 770
(a)

3, 500
l, 800

i: irc1jftf::::::: :::::::::::: ::·:: ::::::::: :::::: ::: ::: ····'{i,). · ••· :::: :: : ::: :: .••....~: ~~~

Jobn Tap:pen .....•..•.....•.••.•.........•..•............••.•.•.•.....•.•.••••,.
Putn3J11 Live Stock Company................ . . • • . . . •• • • . . . • . . • • . . . . . . • • . • • •• . . . .
Custer County :
·

(a)

6, 370

J:i!!lTe~:~t~:::::
:: :::: :::::: :::::: :::: :: ::: :125,
:::::000::: ::::::::::::
:::::: ::: :::
!: ~gg
Briff hton Ranch . . • • . . • . • • • • • .. • • • • • • • • • . • • ..
83, ()00 ••••••••••••••••••.•...•

};:i!nl:~~~ii: :::::: :::::: :::::~ :::::: :::: :::
:: ::: :::: :::::: :::::: ::::::::::::
. . . . • . . • • • • • . •• . . . . • • • • . . • • . . • . • • • • .

Kennebec Ranch . • • • . . . . . . • • . • • • • • . • • • • • • • . .
Cherry County:
D. Rankin & Co . . .. . . • • • .. . . . .. . • ........ ...
Dundy Count.v:
Oak Ranch . . . . . . . . .. . ... .. . .. . .... .. . .... .. .
'.l.'heodore Moore . . .. . . .. • • • . .. • • • . • .. • • .. . .. .
J. Q. Adams...................... .. • . ... .. .
Hitchcock County:

37, 120

1~: ggg

50, 000

37, 120 ....................... .

,
. .. . . . . .. ... . . . . . .. . ... . . . ... • • • .. • .
. .. .. • • • • • • • . .. . . • . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. .. .
. .. . .. .. . .. . . .. • •. ... • . . . .. . .. • . . . . .

(a)
(a)
(a)

ii~!i~);; !ii:i:::::;;::::: :~~~:;: :::tS: ?S:;::: : : : :; : : --··;t

00

Hoyt Countv:
John D.' Davis............................... . .. . • .. • . .. .
Keith County:
Ogalalla Land and Cattle Company.......... . . . . . . . . . . . .
. Bay State Live Stock Company.............. . • .. • • . . • • • .
T,mcoln County:
852
Burke &,Sons ....................... .,.......

. .. . .. • • . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. 2, 500

.. . . . . . . . .. . . .. . .. . . . . . .
(a)
. . .. • . . .. . .. .. . . . . .. • • . .
(a)
.
.................................. .

iY~J~7c~:::::::/:::::;;::::;;: _ _ ..i!~. : ::)): :;: :::/: ::::;):::

Logan County:
Williams & Haskell ................... , .. n . . . . • • • • • • • • • •
Sioux County:
C. F. Coffee & Co............................
6,000
Dakota Stock and Grazing Company • • • • . . . .
5, 380
J.B. Hunter................................. .. .• .. .. .. ..
Dakota Stock Company............ .. • . . .. • . .
61, 968
Niobrara Riv or Cattle Company............. . .. . . . .. . .. .
Seymour Bros. & Co. .. .. . • . . . . .. • . • • . .. . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . . .
War Bonnet Live Stock Company . . . . . ..... .
5,272

• • • • • • •• •• . . • • • • . . • • • • • •

(a)

4,760 ....................... .
2, 680 .•.•.••.•••......•......
.... . . ... . .. .. .. . . .. . . ..
100,000
61, 968 ....................... .
. . . . . .. . . .. . . . .. . . . . . .. .
20, 000
. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . .
1, 800

.................................. ..

NRVADA:

Total ..................................................... .

10,000 ........... .

72,800

~iin&&H~~t~1~:. :::~:: ::::::::::::::::~::::: :::::: :::::: :::::::::::: :::::: ::::::

4,060
5,380

Elko County:

Eureka County:

ti;;i::::: : : : : : : : : ~: : : : : : : : : : : : :'.~: : : : : : : : . . . -:~::

Lant

Rneeell & Bradley........................... •••••• •••••• •••••• •••••• ...... .... . .

8,740

/
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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

Statement Bhowing the location, etc., of unlawful incloBures of public land., eto.-Cont'd.
fa, signIBes area not given,)
Status and area ofincloso.re.
Name and locality.

Proceed·
ingsinsti.
tuted to
compel
removal.

Removed.

Being
Awaiting
removed investiga.
when
tionor
last
a-0tion.
examined.

NEVADA-Continued.
Lander and Eureka Counties:
Acres.
Acres.
Acres.
William Dunphy............................. . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . • • . . • . . . . . .
NEW MEXICO:

Total ....................... .... .... .......... .

664,310

716,970 .••• ...•••..

Acres.
30, 060
103,140

Colfax County:
Lake Ranch Cattle Company . . • . . . . . . . . . • . . .
2, 000 .•............••...••••..........•..
Delano & Dwyer............................. .•. . . . ... ...
2,500

IM:·
¥~~~ff. ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::
Portsmouth Cattle Company . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

•

5,

I~g

5,

I~i

3, 8i0
3, 840
Eagle Tail Cattle Company.................. . . . . . . . . . . . .
2,000
Palo Blanco Cattle Company.................
4-, 015
4-, 015
S. W. Dorsey.................................
15, 285
15, 285
F. C. Tallman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . .
220
220
Coxfax County ailll Public Land Strip:
89,000
Wes tern Land and Cattle Company...... . • • .
89, 000
2,000
T.E. Owen ..............• ...•.....••...•..• .......•.•••..
Lincoln County:
1,500
Carizozo Cattle Company .. ............•......••••..•• ••.
800
Coyote Valley and Red Lake Cattle Company. . ......••. •.
300
F. :M. Goodwin .......................................... .
2,600
El Catiitan Cattle Company .........•....•...........•.•.
:Mora Counll;r :
Red River Cattle Company . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . .
23, 300 .................. . ..... -..•...••. -.
M. W. Ji.ills ....... - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
4-, 560 ..... . .................. · • - • · · -• • • • ·
Dubuque Cattle Comnany.. •. . ••. . . . . . . . . . . . .
30,000
30,000
Lake Raneh Cattle Company.. ..... ... . .. . . .
2, 000
2, 000

±~fg~tb~Ji;g~~ ..... :::: :.·: :: :: ::::: :::: :: :::: :: ::::::

~gi

10,
San :Miguel County :
Montezuma Cattle Company_................ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . • . • . • . .
2, 500
Francesco,Galleyos . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . .
5, 840 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • . . ... -. · ... -.
Fond du Lac Catt le Company...... ......... .
19, 500
19, 500 ......... ........ - . - ... .
431, 180
431, 180 ............. .... . .. - - -•
Cimarron Cattle Company • . . . • • . . • . . • . . . . . . .
W. A. Burnett . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . .
26, 000
26, 000 .•......•••.............
Trinidad Romero . . . . . • . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
20,000 ...... .• •....••••.....•.
R. L. M. Rosii . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • . . • • . . • . . . . . . • • • . • • . • • • • .
3, 000 .............••..••. -.•.

l~I~a;!t~{~~~~~-~::::::::::::::::::::::::
::::::::::::
R. Muejus & Co.............................. ••••••......
Stonewall Cattle Company.... . ..... ....... ..
J. :M. Bernard . _. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . • . • . .
'\V.H. McBroon~····· · -····················
IeGEnfl1dnd 3:.ve StockCompany. .. ... ....

F: w.1h~~~!~:

1

. ••. •• . . . • . .
. . •• • • .• . • . .
.•..........
.••• •. .••••.

::: :~: :::::::::: ::::::: ::: ::: ::::::::::::

i:~ig :::·::::::::
::::::::::::
..•..........•••• .......

5,000
350
800
5,120

.•.•.•.........•........
. . • • • • . . . • . . . .........•.
.....•.... •..•...•.•. •..

~gg :::::: :::::: ::::::::::::
1: ~gi :::: :::::: :: ::::::::: :::
320 ...... .•.....•....••••••
½•

Y. Kohn & Co . . . ...................••...... ...•...•.•..
Dutchess Cattle Company .... . ..•...•............ _......
15,000 ............. ........•.•
Juan de Dios Cattle Company . . . . . • • . . . . . . • . . . • • • • . • . . • .
10, 000 .......... •........•. ...
Mrs. E. Casey .......................................................... _.... _...
640
ocorro County :
an Augustine Cattle Company...... . .......
I, 500 .............•••........ ...........•

~~ys;;~ ri~~i~~ii:::: :::::::::::::: :::::::: ........~~. :::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: .... ·ioci;ooo
8

ORKGON:

Total . . .. . . . ..•........... . ....•....•••••••..•.

25,040

1,000 ........... .

81,900
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Statement showing, the location, etc., of 1tnlawfnl inclosnres of public land, etc.-Coutinued.
[a signifies area not given.]

Status and area of inclosure.

Name and locality.

OREGON-Continued.
Klamath County :
F. C.&J.Swingle ..........•......••..•.••••.
Lake County:
Wilson & Alexander ............ ............ .
UTAH:

Total ....... ....••.... ..•.•........•....•......

Box Elder County:
William Johnson........... .. ...............
Kerr & Terponse .............•••.......... ~·
.A.dams & Shillinf . . . . . . . . . .. . . •.. . . .. . . ... ..

Proceed.
ings instituted to
compel
removal.

Removed.

Being
removed
when
last
examined.

.A.waiting
invesLiga.
tion or
action.

Acres.

Acres.

Acres.

Acres.

1,000

15, 180
94,380

383,160

63,360

7,680 ........... . ....................... .
18, 000 .......................... .. ....... .
34,000
34,000 ....................... .

2
f~~elgF~l;e~.~~.~.: ::::::·.::::: ::::::::::::: .... -~~·-~~~ ~;
Corinne Mi 1, Canal and Stock Company..... . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .
9, 730
l!"'. E. Roche .......... _....................... . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
21, 930
Emery County:
5,000 .•••.•.•••••.••.•.•••••...••••.•••..
Carl Borens... .. . . . . ... . ••...... ... . . . •. .. . . .
Juab County:
1,500
Samuel McIntyre................................................................
San uan Co?nt.y:
Ihomas Swain. . .............................
4,000 .........•.. , .•..••.•••...•••.. •••••

i~i :::::::::::· :::::: ::::::

l

i~i;~tKi·s::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

d~~

::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

Carli!!le Cattle Company .. _.................. . . _........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
50, 000
Kansas and New Mexico Land and Cattle
Company ... _................ _............................................. _...
300,000
Salt Lake County:
William Cochran ......... .. :....... ......... .. . . . ........
320 ...•.•.......•........•.
WASHING TON:

Total .....................•...•.............. _. _. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . _........ .

13,275

.A.dams County:
Philip Ritz ..................................................................... .
Garfield IJounty:

5,780

iilt!f!'.)[!:~j: ~!:!!l[!!~:::;:![[

Klif

1

1

[[l [[ll[[~l: ![[[if[[[[!! );!! : !jl!!

200
75
640
160
400
160
240
1,380

Lrncoln County:

640
80
80
80
160
640
200
200
80
160
640
640
640
WYOMING:

Total................. . .... .. . . • .. . . • . . . . . • . . . . .
.Albany County:
Dougl:is·Willan.Sartoris Company...........
Frontier Land and Cattle Com parry ...... _...

188,750
-·

______ ,__________
64, 510 .... .. .... ..

57,640

72,850 ................................... .
23, 420
23, 420 .............. : ........ .

i l i~t1~o~t :::: ::::: ::::: ::: :::::::::::::: .....:~·.~~~. :::::: :::::: ::::::~::::: .····(a)··· •.
0
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Statmnent showing the location, etc., of 'tu1,lawful inclosures of p1tblic land, eic.-Cont'd.
[a signifies area not given.]
Status and area of inclosure.

Name and locality.

Proceed.
ings insti·
tuted to
compel
removal.

Removed.

Acres.

.Acres.

WYOMING-Continued.
Carbon County:

Being
Awaiting
removed investigawhen
tion or
last
action.
examined.

Acres.

•

.Acres.

Wiuli~~r~!~!~~~ ::::: ::::::::::::::::: ::: :::::: :::::: :::: :: :::::: ::: :: :::: ::: ~~i
ba~bini31~~b!~;~:: ::::::::: ::::::: :::::::::: ::: ::: :::: :: :::::: :::::: :::: :: :::::: ···· .:~)··· ··
B. Ernest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
(a)

F. G. "\Vol.f.... .. ..... ..... ...... .. .•. . ... • . . . . ... .. ...... ...... ... . . . . . . . . . ... . ..
640
J.M. Carel & Co .... .................................·.... ...... ...... . .. ... ......
(a)
.John W. Connor............................. ...... ...... ...... ...... . ..... ......
(a,
Durbin Land and Cattle Company . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
(a)
. •••.•.......••..•• · • - • •
"L. 'l'." Cattle Company . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
(a)
.••••••..••..•• • • · • • • • • •
.J.B. Hunter................................. ...... ......
(a)
. .•.••...••..•••.••..•••
.Johnson & Son............................... ...... .... ..
(a)
..••.•••..•. - ••. .. -· · · •·
M. C. Nichols................................ ....•. ..•.•.
(a)
.••.•••...•..••.•••• · • ••

::::: ::: ::::::::::::::::

!·e!r·g!i_eiia{~~i~1:d:::::: ::::::::::::: :::::: :::::: ::::::
~~l
Sand Creek Land and Cattle Company . ...... ...... ......
(a)
. •••••...•..••••.••.••••
D. S. Swan & Co . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
(a)
.••••• ....•..••• ••••••• Wisconsin and Wyoming Land and Cattle
Company ... . _.. ____ ....... ______ ....... ______ . ...... .........
(a)
............................. .
Wyoming Cattle Ranch Company........... .....• ......
(a)
. ••..••.•••.••..•••• •• ••
Crook County:
U~ionCattle Company................................. . ..... .........
(a)
....... . ............... ....... .
.Johnson County:
Frontier Cattle Company..... .............. .
21, 120
21, 120 ...... . .... ..•.•...... ·.
Grinnell Live Stock Company............... . . . . . . . . . . . .
(a)
.•••••..••.•••.••••••• - •
A. Helter ...................••....................................... ·· ·· ········ ············
" 76" Cattle Company... .... . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
6, 500 .. .....•...........•••••
Hurlbut.Comad Live Stock Company........ ...... ......
(a)
..••. • •••• •· · ·•· •• ··•• · •
Murl)hY Cattle Company . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
(a)
.•••••... - .. . ••••••.• • • •
Patrick Bros . ...... . ......................... ..... . ......
(a,)
.••••••.••••.•••••••••••
Powers & Wilder Cattle Company........... . . . . . . . . . . . .
(a)
.•••••.•••• · • .. • • · • • • • • •
J.R.Smith ................... .'.. .......... ............
(a)
....••••••••..••• •••••••
.John N. TiRdale & Co.. . ................................
(a)
. •••••••.••..•••••.•••••
Plunkett, J:{oche & Co . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
(a)
.••••••••• - ..•••.••• • · • •
Laramie County:
Uharles Fisher
5 5?0 . ............................... .. ... . .... - .... ·

tl

l!!~ ·e·t·~i::::::::::::::::::
::::: ::: :: :. ......30,000
~:. ~~~ ........
*iao' ::: :::::: ::: ::::::::: :::
.
.................................. ---·· ........ .

H. B.Kelly ........ .... .. ....

ri~~Er!~~ ~:: : : ~~~:i~~~~~))~~~: .....~;:.;~. :::::~~·t~: :::::::::::: :::::(:d):::::
1

A. H. Hood . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(a)

tiJtii~rFJ::HH//:\\ :::::\t L:::\:: :::::\"\::
····1i1····

Conversti Cattle Company . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Davidson Cattle ompany. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

ttt~flrlt~~i::::::::::::::::::::::::::::.: ::::::::::::
Gordon Ditch Company...................... . . . . . . . . . . . .

(a)
(a)

. • • • • • • • • • . . •••••••••••
.••..• . . .•• .. ••..•...•.•

(a)

::::::::::::::::::::::::

~;~

....................... .

i~ti[itII\\Ill\t: \I) l~! /III III\
Luke Voorh
Cattle Company............. .... ... .. ...
~~ . L." Liv
ck Company............... . . . . . . . . . . . . .
t m Live ,·tock Company............... ...... ... . . .

t:'en
a~~nmf~~~.::::::::::::::::::::::: ::::::::::::
b macher &. DeBilli r.................... . . . . . . . . . . . .

(a)
(a)

(a)

~~

. ••..••••••.•••••• • •••••
.••.•••••••...••••••••••

. ..•.....•...•••••.•••••

::::::::::::
::::::::::::
. ...............•.....•.

(a)
eor,:t Hill h w........... .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .• . . . . .
(a)
.•••••• ••••••••••••••.••
w twa r County .
:R• .A. Ton- Y· · · · • • · · · · · · · .. · · · . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
30, 000

• Miles.
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Statement showing the location, etc., of 'u nlawful inclosures of p·ublic land, etc.-Cont'd.
[a signifies area not given.]

Status and area of inclosure.
Name and locality.

Proceedings instituted to
compel
removal.

Removed.

Being
removed
when
last
examined.

WYOMING-Continued :
Uintah County:
Acres.
Acres.
Acres.
Carter Cattle Company .. •....•.. . .•...•......••..•....•... - . - ..... - .. -- - -- . --- -W. B. Brewster ....... . .................•.....•.•.•.... -... - ... - .... . -- - . -- - - -- - .
Umatilla County:
Beckwith & Quinn . . . . . • . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . • . . • . . .....•... - - . - - - . - - -.. - . · - · --· - .. - - -

.A.waiting
investigation or
action.

Acres.
,a)

2,000
25,000

PUBLIC LAND STRIP :

Total ....................••... • ......•.....................

113,000

178,000

Inclosmes 531, aggregating 7,224,070 acres.
TIMBER TRESPASS.

Thirty-five special timber agents have been employed during the
year for an aggregate length of service of three hundred and nine
mon-ths, equivalent to twenty-five agents for the entire year and one
agent for nine months.
Eight hundred and fifty-one-cases have been investigated or acted
upon by special agents during the year, involving public timber and the
products therefrom to the value of $8,397,499.79 recoverable to the
United States.
The amount accepted upon propositions of settlement is $22,675.38,
the amount received from sales of timber or lumber is $3,023.34, and the amount recovered through legal proceedings so far of record (the
United States attorneys' reports for several district.s not having been
received up to day of submitting this report) is $102,823.92, making a
total amount recovered to the government during tbe fiscal year on account of depredations upon the public timber of $128,522.64, being
$53,522.64 in excess of the appropriation for this branch of the public
service.
In addition to the above result of work accomplished by the special
timber agents they ba,ve during the year investigated and reported
upon 883 fraudulent land entries and 8 cases of unlawful inclosnre.
On the 1st day of July, 1888, there was pending in the several
United States courts 464 civil suits for the recovery of a total amount
of $&:332,812.27 for the value of timber unlawfully cut from pnblic
lands and 604 criminal prosecutions for the act of cutting or removing.
timber in violation of law.
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Statement showing the assigmnent of special agents for the protecfio1i of pnblic timber
suUs instititted, amounts recoverable, and cimounts accepted
Character ofloss.

States amt Territories.
rn

t::.O

0

H
--11------1--- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Alabama . .... ..
Arizona . . • . . . . .
Arkansas......
California.......
Colorado........
Dakota . . . . . . . . .
Florida . . . . . . . . .
Idaho...... . . . . .
Louisiana..... . .
Michigan.... . .
Minnesota . . . . . .
Mississippi.....
Missouri........
Montana . . . . . . .

~!~~d~~a:::::::
New Mexico....
Oregon . . . . . . . . .
Utan . . . . . . . . . . .
Washington T..
Wisconsin......
Wyoming.......
Total ....

No. M. D. No.
2 21 2
16
1 12 0
37
1
8 0
19
2 24 O 59
3 36 0 147
1
8 20
15
2 20 O 43
1 12 O 47
1 1~ O 58
1 12 0
38
3 30 0
57
1 12 0
35
.... .......
8
2 20 15
51
1
5 1
2
9 16
4
8 6
2 12 15
3 21 15
2 24 O
. . . . 1. .. . . . .

i~3~
27
28
49
39
9

Feet.
No.
21,209, fi20. .. . . . .
21,367,009 . . . . . . .
8:!7, 3111 . .. . . . .
111, OZl, 368
50
26, tl97, 446 36, Ou7
5, 704, 260 . . . . .
16, 224, 458 . . . . . . .
5, 672, 546 . . . . . . .
8. 299, 933 . . . . . . .
10, k99, 863 . . . . . .
9, 776, 495 __ .. . .
li64, 500
200
(*\

.•••. •

Cords. No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
.. . . . . . . .. . .. . ... . . .. .
6,040105, 660 ...... .
18,484 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
25,447 . . . . . . ..... .
50. ... .• . . . . . . . . . . .
4,025. ... . . . 3,646
15, 633 . . . . .
720, 000 ..........•..... 720, 000
162 183, 600 2, 004, 250 1, 575, 707 ............. .
450 . . . . . .
30, 000
1, 881
... . .
. .... .. . ...
719 109, 802 . ..... .
1, 680 29, 065 2, 556, 250 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49, 700
198..... . ... . . . . . . .
165 ....•.........
2,400 · 309. .. . . . . • . .
178 . . . . . ....•
525 . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . .
7, 256 . . . . . . ... ... .
.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
6, 295 M, 232 .....••
. ..... .... .. .. ..• . ...•. . . .••••....••.. . . . ••••••

56, 520, 000 . . . . . . . 13, 015 20, 602 7, 681, 500
614,_~~~
17,437,483
18, 821, 098
5, 143, 167
35,625, 5!)2
6, 17.'l, o:rn
I, 565,000

~~~

224, 042 .. .........•..

-~~~~~'.!:::::::::: ·--~~,-~~~ .:::::: :::::::

. ... '.~~
.. ..... 50,000 .... .. . . .•... ... . 154,488 . ..• . ....•...
. . . . . . .. . . . . .
. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... .
.. . .. . .... . . .
470, 000 . . . . . . . . ..... .. ..... .
. .. . . .
140
2,000 .•.... .. ......
.. . . . . . 750 10, 223 . . . . . . . . . . 76,437 .•.•....••• ...
. . . . . . . . .. . . . 14,000 . .. . .. . . .
120,000 ...•....•..••.

_ _ _ .___ , _ _ _ _ _ ,____ ,_ _ _ 1 - - - - + - - - - - - - - - - - -

35 309
1

o a851 380,276,178 36, 981 105, 041 278, 39613, 462, 000 2, 234,680 259,694 773,346
1

1

1

. a Includes all new cases investigated and reporte,l upon l>y special agents and all old cases re-inveshgated ur acted upon b,v them.
b Five hundred and seventy-eight of the criminal prosecutions in Alabama and one hundred and
eightv-ninein Missouri were instituted upon information filed by private parties.
c The amount of fioe!l imposed and judgments recovered are taken from tbe !leveral Unitecl States attorneys' report!l to this office. No reportR whatever have been received from United Stat s .Attorneys
for Nebraska and Nevarla, an<l reports for last half of the fiscal year have not been received from
United tate;1 attorneyR for Arkansa!l (ea!ltero or western districts) or Dakota. We are not advis d
as to what amounts have been actui>lly paill in.
dRepresents the number of civil suit1 specifically recommended by this office and the amount sued
for.
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nimiber of cases investigated or acted ii1~on, amou_nt and value of tiniber involved therein,
compromise diiring the fiscal yea1· ending June 30, 1888.

i 1i

Suits instituted.

Estimated values.

~

G)
bl)

d

A

8

E

rn

;~..

.Oi::i

~
00
QC)
<I)

~

$22,381.12 $312, 33L 96
50,638.50 531,303.42
9,878.08
968. 00
264. 619. 90 2, 527, 933. 07
122,589.621, 217, 40i. 93
10,516. 00 102,560.24
]9, 52~. 00 270,598.88
8,195. 33 155,475.92
7,447.20
83,331.53
4~, 729. 56 141. 297. 56
16,295.99
91,272.64
7,035.70
20,002.95
. .. ·----- ----------9J, 679. 00 1, 139, 020. 16

7,106.47
450. 00
78, 2til. SJ
13,671.92
9,324. 69
36. 125. 49
19,435.75
8 130. uo

27,894. 9~
4,500.00
722,188. 00
347, 121. 07

Civi

Criminal.

E§~8

.....
~

.0

8
?i

=

~

..,o.§ .

,.;

§ "'~

,.Q

o~~
SCA A

<!l

- - -

605 $9,904.00
35 ···••• ....
18 . ........ .
49 1,300.00
114
65. 00
11 . ....... : .
39. --· ---- -52
30. 00
655. 00
14
20 11, 381.22
62. 50
2~
43 18,303. 95
189 8, 012. 92
87 ......... .
9 . .........

Propositions
of compromise
acc~pted.

;rd

§l

Q)

00
s~

8::,

<!l

~

6
15
5
17
134
11
10
36
13
9
22
18

437,418. 56
7,703.00
.. .. .. ...........
517, 858. 02
58
220,020.98
12
23
5

f.~

'd+AQ

"C

'd
Cl)

~

c,<ll

A
o;S

wb.O

...

§:§ ~

... a;,
ct>,.Q

~"'A.-d
a;,ct>
"'Aa~
5'g §
s.,_, ...
""'1

~

,.;

a;,

,.0

8

~

$181), 686. 60 $8,645.75 --··
]
404,715.20 ··--···--·
2
3,295.00 1,599.18
3
362,950.45 1,325.00
7
880,316. 24 7,111.95
86,153.40
2
414. 60
162,430.90
1
399. 39
86,896.28
2
20,132.68 3,402.00
4
38,310.00 6,846.13
8
825. 45
42,947.27
5
8,811.55 3,434.60

........ ····---------

8S
o=
<t:1-

-----·---

..............

i1i
i:s.t
oO

s~

<!l

~·oeij:l

ass

~~o

~~

......
AO

·""tern
=l
.,...
::, 00,.c:l

s]l ~~;,
::, <I)

•

0 i:i,.,.c

<!l

0

· -- -

----------- ............... ..... i
$102. 00
324. 63
984. 80
2,992.53

..............

-----·-·-·
$587. 66
--··------

106. 70
]52. 65 .......... ...
42. 45
326. 06
76. 25
2,294.33 ---------1,190.57 ................
...............
·--1 ................
7. 5(1 .............
... ----···---·
49.43

3
18

14
1
]O

7

23
6
12
4
0

8
5

...............
5
·--------- ... 2 -----···-··
330. 50 ...............
1
38 .•........
498. 00 ·--------·
2
2,974.05
6
13
901. 00
·------- ------- ·----· -----·------ - · ---·
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e One thousa11d and six: dollars and .twentv-six: cents for trespass in Arkansas was recovered on
civil suit instituted in western district of Kansas, where the parties r,iside and have property.
/Four thousand two hundred and fort.v-eight dollars ancl eleveu cents of this amount was for compromises under section 3469, United Stat es R evised Statutes. Reports have not as yet been received
of all sums paid to receiv&rs of public moneys.
,qlnclnrles all reports and communications of every description on hand .July 1, 1888, upon which no
action whar,ever had been taken .
. • A.l~egations received. Amount of trespass and value of timber not given. Referred to agent to.
wvest1gate.
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States and Territ01·ies in which legal pt·oceedings wel'e 1Jending on the 1st day of J1ily, 1888,
for tirnbe1· trespass iipon the public lands, nmnbet· of cases and arnownts involved.

States and Territories.

~f:~Tf · Amo~nt sued !~rl:~
suits.

for.

inal suits.

Alabama.........................................................
Arizona..........................................................
Arkansas . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

2
17
20

$20,000.00
452,727.83
110, 193. 45

290

Florida...........................................................
Idaho . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Louisiana . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . .

9

13
54

188,500.00
204, 076. 60
292, 065. 40

76
46
29

g~Jit?t: :::::: :: : :::::::::::::::: :::: ~::::::::: ::::: : : ::::....... ~;....~'- ~~;:_~;~~ ~~:}~~~~~~a::::::::: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

~~

Mont~na . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . .
New Mexico......................................................

6
73

1~~:

:ii: ii

~::~s::r:~ :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::....... ~'. .... _.~~'- ~~~-- ~~. ·
461, 3110. 00
424,166.37

7

i

~
21
16
8

1i28 314,049.25
i!: ~:: i~
••
28
3
9
~:~~~lr!~~::
::
:
:
::::
::
::::::
::::::
:::
:
:
:
:::::
::::::::
::
::
:
::::::
ig
~t:
:~~:
~g
Wyoming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
11
239, 090. 64
-----------Total...... . . . • . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
464
6, 332, 812. 27
604

~~~!~~::::
::::::_- _-:: _- _-:: _-::: _-::: _-: ::::::::::_-::: :::::::::::::::::
Utah............................................................ .

NoTE.-Reports for last half of fiscal year not received from Unitecl States attorn~ys for Arka~sas
(eastern and western districts) nor Dakota, and no reports whatever have been rece1vetl from Umted
States attorneys for Nebraska or Nevada.

RULINGS, RECOMMENDATIONS, ETC.

The following rulings, recommendations, etc., in regard to timber
depredations, are referred to as being of especial interest:
1-In cases of fraudulent homestead aud pre-emption entries, the value of a final
certificate, and the power of the Commissioner of the General Land Office to cancel
the same:
[To Hon. L. Q. C. Lamar, Secretary of the Interior, September 30, 1887, in the timber trespass cases
of George A. Prell and Jeremiah Reagan, invol vmg the Spaulding Lumber Company.]

I have the honor to refer to office letter of July 10, 1887, transmitting the reports
by Special Agent Newton in the timber trespass cases of George A. Prell and Jeremiah Reagan, of Oconto, Wisconsin, involvin?c seven hundrea thousand (700,090)
feet of pine logs, cnt during the winter of 1885- 86 from lands covered by pre-emption
cash entrie made iu the tate of Michigan by the said Prell and Reagan.
The logs were sold to the Spanldin~ Lumber Company and floated to the mills of
the aid company at the mouth of Big Creek river, where they were manufactured
and sold in the general market.
The tumpage value of the timber in question, as reported by Agent Newton, w~s
thr thou and one hundred and fifty dollars ($3,150.00); the value of same at the mill
five thou and six hundred dollar ($5,600.00); and when manufactured eight thouand four hundred dollars ( ,400.00).
. In hi~ r ports on the abov entrie the special agent stated that there were " little
if any indications of hahitatiou," no improvements or evidences of cultivation on the
Rea ran claim except a mall log shanty worth about twenty dollars (,. 20.00), and not
mor than one-eighth of an acre planted 111 potatoes.
1_l r ll's entry her port d the ame condition with regard to cultivation, and that
th iruprovements con i t d of two banties used for logging purpo s.
Bo h entrie w~re b ~d for can?e)lation, and the entryruen appealed to be departm n_ frorn th
1d action hy this offi
a.ud applied for hearing . Under date of
April 12 ~ la t ' l~ r mand d t thi offi e the pap r in the said case and dir cted
that h , nn th ram b ord r d wbi ·h wa d n ept. 19th curr nt.
I_fnll _' c n ·ur in tb beli f of th , p ·ial ag nt, who mad per nnal and careful exmm tiou of be t C't • ha tb tr pa in b th ca s was willful and he entri
. r· uclu~ n l v mad . ~ ith r £•r ~·et th bar of the paulding Lumb r 9ompa.uy
m h ill gal tr n action r p ting th• timb r involved I ransmitt 1 with rn lett r of dt
n• d opi of tb a 'davit f Wm. E. Burden, cret ry f ike said
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an dated December 24 1883, and George H. Haggerson, an agent or employe
~1~le ci~pany, dated Dec. in; 1883, and I recommended criminal proceedings agai_n~t
the members of the Spaulding Lumber Company and Prell and Reagan, and e1v1l
suit auainst
the lumber company for the full valu~ of the timber in question, amount0
ino- to eight thousand four hundred dollars ($8,400.00).
.
.
§ept. 7th instant Special Agent Worden forw~rded ~o t:t:ns office the rulmgs of ~he
court in the action involving the Reagan entry, m which 1~ was held by the pres1drng
judge (Severns) that, inasmuch as Reagan held final cer~1ficate from t~e local la_nd
officers as pre-emptor of the lands involved, he was by virtue thereof rnves_ted w1~h
the riO"ht to cut and sell the timber on the lands; and even though "the facts d1sclosed°by the evidence here, if this evidence tends to show anything like the real
state of the facts it indicates that there was a gross fraud perpetrated upon the register and receiv~r and the indications point strongly to the conclusion that the
Spaulding Lnmbef Company mus~ have coun~ve•l at and. ~ee1;1 privy to_t~at fraad ;"
yet the issuance of the final certificate was rn effect a ";udwial" demswn that ~11
the conditions precedent thereto had been performecl by tne entryman "to the satisfaction of the reuister and receiver," and that it would" seem impossible to bold that
the certificate bolder, haYing earned a patent, is not entitled to proceed with his
land as other owners of land may proceed; he may clear it up; he may * * * cut
off the timber; he may do anything else that the owner of the land may do."
The judge recommended to the district attorney "the consideration of whether
under the circumstances a bill ought not to be filed against the pre-emptor and the
Spaulding Lumber Company for the purpose of setting aside this entry, canceling H,
and the recovery to the government, to which it appears priniafacie on this showing
to rightfnlly belong, tho value of the lumber which has been abstracted."
It is held by this office that the decision of the register and receiver are "subject
to examination and review by this office." (Circular March 20, 1883.)
I must take issue with the opinion of the judge in the case now considered, which,
in holding that the certificate issued by local land officers, upon proof of residence
and improvements "satisfactory to them," entitles the claimant to patent, and that
the certificate can not be canceled by this office or by ube department; that the act
of the register and receiver is "judicial," and tberights conferred thereby are" vested
rights" of which ·the entryman can not be deprived except by due process of law,
and that, when in the exercise of supervisory rights the Commissioner and Secretary
discover that the local officers have been imposed upon by fraud, in such case the
only recourse to the government is in the courts where l~tigation may be indefinitely
prolonged.
It does not appear, however, that the question of "vested rights" can enter into
the claim of a frauduleut entry man, even if the right of occupaney should give color
of such right to a bonafideclaimant under the public-land laws, and Reagan was not
in any sense an honest settler upon his claim.
Department circular Dec. 15, 1885, expressly states that "homestead or preemption claimants who have made bona fide settlements upon public land, and
who are living upon, cultivating, ancl improviug the same in accordance with law,
* * * may cut and remove" from the portion thereof to be cleared for cultivation
"the timber actually necessary for that purpose, or for buildings, fences, and
other improvements on the land entered" * * * "but it is not allowed to denude the land of its timber for the purpose of sale or speculation before the title has
been conveyed to him by patent."
I would also beg to refer to the cases of Nelson and Opheim transmitted to the department June 14th last, and to letter from this office of June 16 relative to the Clearwater Land and Logging Company, and to the case of Ole H. Bang and others transmitted to the departruen t Sept. 16 current, each of the above involving lands in
Minnesota covered by pre-emption cash entries for which final proof had been made
before the register and receiver and certificate issued thereon, in which it was further held that, notwithstanding the actual occupancy and quasi improvement of the
selection by the claimant for the requirerl. statutory term, yet, if it is susceptible of
proof that the entries were made, not with the view of permanent occupancy and improvement but with the sole purpose of securing the timber thereon for speculation
and sale, such action i a fraud on the pre-emption laws ·and should be prosecuted
accordingly.
The question as to the valne of a final certificate and the power of the Commissioner of the General Land Office to cancel same is very fu Uy argued by Judge Tripp
in the case of United States vs. E. H. Dudley, Dakvta; and the decision therein I respectfully submit as being in accordance with law and the rulings of the department
and this office, to wit: "That the jurisdiction of the court commences when that of
the department ceases; and that until patent issues, and while the matter is still
pending before the department, the question is not one of private right upon which
the courts have power to act."
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As the decision of Judge Severn if allowed to stand will clearly deprive this office
~nd the depar~U1e11t o1all supervisory a1;1d appellate powers over the acts of the registers and receivers of local land offices m so far as the same relates to the issuance
of final certificates, and will open the door to fraud and speculation therein, I respectfully recommend that the houorable Attorney-General be requested to instmct the
U. S. attorney for the western district of Michigan to take an appeal therefrom
and t o push the case to a conclusion without delay. (See Judicial Decisions No. 1,
United States vs. Murphy; No. 7, U.S. vs. Taylor, and No. 19, officerulingin the case
Michael Flynn et al.)
2- Recommending that the use of timber on public lands for smelting purposes
and for charcoal as a matter of general traffic be prohibited; also declining to recommend proposed ameudments of certain rules and regulations with a view to permitting the removal from pnblic lands of dead timber, pin.on pine, and of timber on
lanqs other than those known to be of a strictly mineral character.-LTo Hon. L. Q.
C. Lamar, Secretar.v of the Interior, Oct. 3, 1887; in the matter of petition by A. C.
Dake el al., Colorado, l (See Land Office Report for 1887, pp. 483 to 486, also as follows:)
I have the honor to call attention to my letter of June 14, 1887, presenting a case
of trespass for charcoal purposes upon certain fire-killed, dead, and down public timber in the State of Colorado by Alvin C. Dake et al., and recommending criminal proceedings for the act of trespass and civil suit to recover one hundred and fifty thousand three hundred and thirt;y-one dollars and thirty-four cents ($150,3:31.34), the reported value of the timber in the form of charcoal.
Under date of September 9, 1887, the department referred to this office a communication from Mr. Samuel B; Berry, dated Washington, D. C., Sept. 9, 18!:l7, inclosing a
petition by said Dake and others in the interest of charcoal-burners for the modification of certain rules and regulations contained in circular issuedAngm1t 5, 1886, nnder
the act of June 3, 1878 (20 Stat., 88); and also a printed brief presented by Mr. Berry
in behalf of said petitioners.
In connection with these papers, which are returned in my letter of even date, I
desire to draw attention to the admission made in saiu brief by Mr. Berry in respect
to the character of the lands in the burnt timber districts in Colorado. He affirms
as follows: '' 'fhese lands are not known to be strictly mineral lands. There is probably no mineral in paying quantities there, and the fact that no industry save that
of charcoal industry exists is proof conclusive that none other can thrive."
Inasmuch as this admission bearing upon one of the principal features in the case
above named is maue on the side of Alvin C. Dake, one of the defendants in the pending proceedings, it is doubtless of consiuerable moment in connection ther with.
I also deem it important to direct attention to a decision rendered by Judge Buck
in the case of W. A. Dodge et al., Lewiston, Idaho, district court, December term,
1886; from which it follows that not only are the privileges granted in tbe act of June
3, 1878, confined to strictly mineral lands, but in all cases in which parties take advantage of the proYisions of same they must stand prepared to establish the mineral
character of the lands depredated upon, the burden of proof in this respect resting
upon them.
I respectfully recommend that the above facts be laid before the Department of
Justice for due consideration in connection with the pending proceedings referred to.(See the Secretary's approval, Oct.11, 1887 (111,731); see also below office rulings
No. 6, Oct.13, 1887, aud No.16, March 3, 1888.)
3-Tbe position of a purchaser in good faith from the government of such equities
as convey sound title would seem to render it obligatory upon the government to afford a,11 required protection in the matter of sustaining the title so acquired. (To the
ecretary, Oct. 5, 1887, in respect to the action of Messrs. Small and Colby in replevying certain logs pnrcha ed from the government by P. D. Kearney, Idaho Territory.)
4-Construction to be placed upon the term "lands adjacent" a used in the act of
March 3, 1875 (l tat ., 4 2):
[ToM

ir of thi office to bamp r the Moncur ment of timber or in he progre
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of constructing tbeir road, neitbet has this office th~ power. to permit wha~ the law
does not allow. It can only ~ee~ to enforce compliance with the law as it stands
and not as its beneficiaries desue 1t to be.
.
,,
.
.
It is pertinent to inquire why the word "adJac~nt sho~ld have been ~nserted m
the act if as claimed Congress had intended to license railroad ~ompames to procure the necessary construction timber anywhere u~ou t.he public lands tha~ they
might prefer as best suiting their purpose or convemence. If such were the mtention of Congress the use of the word "adjacent" is superfluous and fixes an unmeaning limitation. .
. .
.
.
.
As the law limits the bounds w1thm which railroads shall procure their necessary
timber and as the lack of a commodity does not justify a violation of the law for
procuring it other than as the ~aw permits, I am not authorized. to.so m~dify my ruling in the case as to extend or many way change the bounds w1t~m w:h1ch the ~ontana Central Rail way Company may legally procure the construction timber req mr~d
by tbem.-(See judicial decision below in cases of United States vs. Denver and Rio
Grande Railway Company.)
5-Rejecting application to purchase tract of public land under first section of the
act of June 15, 18t!0, for purpose of effecting a settlement of civil proceedings pending
for recovery of value of certain tim her taken from said tract: Held, that the lands are
not subject to private cash entry, and even if they were the trespasser could not secure immunity for trespass committed subsequent to 1879 by purchase of the lands
trespassed upon, nor for civil liauility if the trespass had been prior to 1879.-(To
register aud receiver, Olympia, Washington Territory, Oct. 10, 1887, in the case of
Wm. Jameson. (See the Secretary's decision, Juno 15, 1888 (70,469), affirming of6ce
decision; see also below Secretary's decision ~umbered 24 in the case of Coe and
Carter.)
6-De.fining rules and regulations contained in circular of August 5, 1886, relative
to procuring and disposing of timber on mineral lands :
[To Special Timber .Agent .Arthur Grabo':skii, Oct. 13, 1887.J

In reply to the inquiries made in your letter of August 25, 1887, you are advised as
follows:
·
(1) No objection will be made to a saw-mill owner establishing a yard at some distant point in the same general district in which his mill is located" and disposing of
the products therefrom, within the State or Territory where procured, to individuals
for personal use for the purposes specified in the act of June 3, 1878 (20 Stat., 88),
provided the timber is taken froru strictly mineral lands and all of the rules and regulations prescribed by circular of August 5, 1886, are complied with. Such disposal
must, however, be absolutely confined to individuals for perBonal use.
Milling parties can not be permitted to sell such timber or lumber to lumber dealers
or the general trade for general distribution and !:!ale; since in the first place the
natt1re of such transactions would necessarily tend to introduce an element of speculation in the matter of profits to be derived by the parties standing in the position
of "middle-men;" and in the second place the law holds the party who procures the
timber respousible for its proper distribution. But should it be sold in the general
market it would become a merchantable commodity, passing from hand to hand
with<:mt restriction or limitation, resulting in the party w.bo was authorized to procure 1t losing all control over it, and in its eventually losing its identity as timber
taken from mineral land. It could then be readily applied to some purpose other
than that originally contemplated, without the knowledge of the one who procured
it or power on his part to prevent it.
(2) Parties erecting buildings are authorized by law to procure timber from public mineral lauds for such purposes, and I am of the opinion that the contractors who
erect the buildings act as the agents of the owners, and as such can procure the necessary timber.
,
Contractors, however, can not be permitted to secure large quantities of timber or
lumber in excess of the demand for same and speculate therein.
In purchasing they must in every instance have need of the same for specified buildings, and purubase as agents direct of the parties for whom they are building.
(3) In reply to your further inquiry as to whether the receipt to be taken from purcha ers needs a notarial seal you are advised that the terms of circular of August 5,
1886, merely require the same to be iu the form of an affidavit certified to by some
officer empowen•d to administer oaths.-(See office rulings No. 2, October 3, 1887,
above, and No. 17, March 3, 18d8, below.)
7-Defining privileges under section 2577, Revised Statutes, respecting right to
open highways through public lands; section 2477, Revised Statutes, granting right
of way for construction of highways over public lands applies to the construction of
public roads by the proper authorities, an<l not to the opening of private roads by indivitluals.-(To Prederick Hall, Los Angeles, California, October 20, 1887.)
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8-While parties having contracts to supply timber to government posts may secure
the same from vacant public lands, yet the charge therefor should only represent
the labor and time expended in cutting and delivering the same, and not. include the
value of the timber itself, inasmuch as the government can not be expected to pay for
the inherent value of its own property. (To the Secretary, November Q2, 1887, in the
case of Oliver Ferris, Nebraska.)
9-In cases of fraudulent entries under the homestead law criminal proceedings recommended against the entrymen and witnesses to thei1· final proof, under sections 5392
and 5479, Revised Statutes, respectively, upon charges of perjury and falseswearing.(To Hon. L. Q. C. Lamar, Nov. 30, 1887, in the timbertrespasscaseofthe CedarCreek
Mill Company, Alabama.)
IO-Section 2339, Revised Statutes, confirming the right of way for the construction
of ditches and canals to procure water for mining, agriculture, manufacturing, or
- other purposes does not confer any right to use public timber in the construction of
said ditches or canals. (To special Timber Agent John Mason, December 27, 1837.)
11-Denying request for statement from the Secretary, specifying to what extent
citizens may go upon unsurveyed lands and remove timber, or use or dispose of the same
for domestic purposes:
(To Mr. H.J. Haskell, Glendive, Montana Territory, January 19, 1888. l

* * * You are advised that the statute expressly forbids, under penalty of fine
anclimprisonment, the cutting of any timber upon the public lands for sale aud disposal. There is no authority of law for cutting timber upon pn blic lands for domestic purposes unless the lands are known to be of a strictly mineral character, and "not
subject to entry under existing laws of the United States except for mineral entry."
The Secretary of the Interior is simply au executive officer, whose duty it is to see
that the laws are executed. He is not at liberty to himself violate the law, nor can
he authorize any one else to violate the law. Any such authority or statement as yon
request conld not render lawful that which the statute expressly forbids. * * *.
12-(a) The :filing in this office by a right-of-way railroad company of a copy of
the application of its agent to procure timber from public lands for construction purposes, and a list of the lands from which it is desired to cut same, is in no sense au
appropriation of such lands for the use of the railroad to the exclusion of the right
of citizens to settle thereon under any of the laws enacted for such purpose; nor can
it in any way be used to abridge or modify the same.
(b) The railroad company bas no right to procure timber from any of the land
specified in their list which were in any way reserved or covered by :filings or entries
at the date they filed same in this office; and the moment any of the vacant lands
described therein are covered by any settlement or other claim, or otherwise appropriated, the right of the railroad company to procure timber therefrom ceases. (To
Special Timber A.gent J. K. Speer, January 21, 1888.)
13-ln cases involving depredations upon public timber for turpentine purposes
action recommended against the distilling parties (middle-men).
[To Hon. Wm. F. Vilas, Secretary of the Interior, Februa.r_y 7, 1888, relative to suits against T.
Coats and Mclver Page.J

•
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14-It is not the policy of this office to condone the _acts of. lumbermen who purchase timber from unperfected homesteads or other claims, as 1t holds that they are
bound to know or at least to use every reasonable effor_t ~o kno_w that they who assu~e
to sell them the timber have the right to do so; ~nd 1~ 1s believed that the pra_ct10e
80 largely prevailing amo_ng_ mill-me~ of purchasm~ tunber or lumber from willful
trespassers, and their claunmg the right to settle w.i,th the government for the value
at the time of purchase (which is usually much below the real market value), or for
the mere "stuinpao-e" value, is, if indiscriminately allowed, an encouragement to
fnrther depredatio~ upon the public timber. (To Hon. Wm. F. Vilas, February 15,
1888, in the case of John Owens, Minnesota.)
15- By office decision of November 9, 1885, it was .held that orders of withdrawal
for the benefit of the Northern Pacific Railroad could not embrace and did not affect
the lands included within the grant to the Oregon Central Railroad Company, for
the reason that lands granted to one company can not be withdrawn for the benefit of
another; which decision was affirmed by the honorable Acting Secretary October
29, 1887, on the appeal therefrom of the Northern Pacific Railroad Company.
Congress having declared the forfeiture of the grant to the Oregon Central Railroad Company the said lands are as the statute declares thereby '' restored to the
public domain and made subject to disposal under the gen'3ral land laws of the
United States as though said grant bad never been made" (section 1, act of January
31, 1885, 23 Stat., 296); and the Northern Pacific Railroad Company never had any
right or title to said land, and was without authority of law to convey to other
partiee the title thereto, which, nevertheless, it assumed to do. (To Hon. Wm. F.
Vilas, Secretary of the Interior, February 21, 1888, in cases of Aaron Kinney, J. H.
Jones & Co., and J. B. Montgomery et al., recommending civil suits to recoyer the
value of certain timber cut from the class of lands specified.)
16-Relative to the shipment of public timber outside of the State or Territory
where cut.
[To Special Timber Agent George D. Teruple, March 3, 1888. l

3; 1878, against the
exportation of timber cut from mineral public lands, is to protect and preserve for
the people of t,he State or Territory where the till'!ber is cut that which they may require for their own domestic uses. Every person, therefore, who is in any way instrumental or involved in the exportation of such timber, is a violator of law. The
person or persons who procure such timber from the public lands must be held respon~ible for any exportation thereof. They can only sell directly to the consumers of.it
rn the State or Territory where cut. The sale of such timber to lumber dealers or
others for resale is a speculation in government timber which is not authorized by
Jaw; and if any of the parties who become possessed of such timber export it they,
as well as the original cutters of it from the public lands_and all parties through
whose hands it has passed, are liable to prosecution of law and to civil suit for the
full value of the material. (See above office ruling No. 6, October 13, 1887.)
17-Restrictions relative to the cutting of timber on public lauds for export to
foreign countries:
.
*

* * The object of the prohibition under the act of June

[To I. Crowther M. Harrison, London, E. C., England, March 9, 1888.J

..

In reply to your second question you are informed that under the laws now in force
f?r the protection of the public forestR of this country the cutting or removing of
timber from the pnb]ic lands of the United States, or lands which have been reserved
or purchased for the uso of the United States, with the intent or for the purpose of
exporting same therefrom, is strictly prohibited.
18-All t.imber cuttiug on the odd sections on the old line of the Marquette a,nd
State Line Railway, except in conformity with the rules and regulations of department circular of Dec. 15, 1885, is a violation of law. (To Hon. William F. Vilas,
e_cre_tary of the Interior, March 17, 1888, in the case of the Gogebic Furnac(1 Company,
M1ch1gan.)
. In res~ect to the oft-pleaded ''impression" tha,ttbereis no restriction againstthecuttmg of timber upon lauds covered by homestead or pre-emption entries, after final
proof bas been made and prior to issuance of patent, it is held that, inasmuch as for
everal years pa t the most earnest efforts of this office have been directed to combat
the said "impression" which seems to radic~~Ily prevail where the eye of greed is directed to the public lands and timber, it would seem that such ignorance on the part
of entrymen and lumber dealers should at this late day be regarded merely as a specious pretext by which the public domain is stripped of valuable forests, which should
be preserved for permanent occupants of the land, and whereby the government is
il>Dnually mulcted of large sums of money,
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It is consequently held that notwithstanding an entrymau may live upon hi claim
the prescribed statntory term and place thereon '' irnprovemeuts" sufficient for hi
conve11ience and comfort while he is temporarily living thereon, yet if the character and
value of such'' improvements" and the nature and extent of his clearings are ,mch a do
not denote the intention of permanent occupancy and husbandry the entry is a fraud
upon the settlement laws; and the further fact that as soon almost as final proof is
made the entryman leaves the land and sells the timber thereon as a mere speculation1 and not with any view of further improvement thereof, is merely cumulati ve
evidence of his fraudulent intent; and to ad rnit the right of such transactions. or the
innocence of the parties who engage therein, is hut to allow the public lands to be
pillaged by contractors and employes of millmen working under the guise of Pjl'e-emptors and homesteaders.
Consequently, a strict enforcement of the letter of the law is required respecting
the use of timber upon lands covered by homestead or pre-emption entries prior to the
issuance of patent. (To Hon . Wm. F. Vilas, Secretary of the Interior, March 20, 1888,
in the case of:Michael Flynn et al. See J11<lici al Decisions No. 1, United States vs.
Murphy; No. 7, United States vs. Taylor, and office ruling above, No. 1, in the timbertrespass cases of George A. Prell and Jeremiah Reagan, involving the Spaulding
Lumber Company.)
20- Recommending that the officers of the cnst.oms at certain ports be instructed to
co-operate with the special agents of tbe Interior Department in carrying- out the
provisions of sections 2462, 2463, and 4205 of the Revised Statutes, concerning timber
depredations on public lands.
[To Hon. Wm. F. Vilas, Secretary of the Interior, March 3, 1888, l

Under date of March 27, 1888, this office laid before the department the ne·cessity
for a vigorous enforcement of the law in dealiug with the quest,ion of supvre::,siug- exportation of public timber from the State of Florida, and urged that no delay be permitted in prosecutions arising out of depredations committed for such purposes.
I now have the honor to direct attention to sections 2462, 2463, and 4205, Revised
Statutes, and to suggest that, in view of the fact that the matter of checking this
exportation of public property is one of gra.ve importance, requiring that every available measure should be exhausted in the effort, to accomplish that end, the attention
of the honorable Secretary of the Treasi,uy IJo callE>d to said sections, with tho r eq ue:--t
that he will direct the proper officers of the custom , uuder the power thereby vn11 .. <l
in them, to aid and assist the special ageuts in this office in every manner pos i bl e in
<letectiug and bringing to jnstice the varties engaged in shipping public timber to
foreign ports; and to exercise to the full their powers and authonty under the provisions of said sections.
It is deemed that vigilance in the matter of not allowing clearance to vessels ladPn
with timber procured from public lands alld seizme of all found so laden will go far
towards checking the evil in question.
I would further suggest that the Secretary of t.he Treasury be requested to make
such instructions more especially urgent to tho officers of the c11sto111s iu coun ction
with the Pensacola luml>er market. (April 9, 188H, the Acting Secretary of the Tr asury notified the department that instructious had been issued accordiugly to the collectors of customs at the ports of Pensacola, Mobile, and New Orleans, respectively.)
21-Wbile the language of the act of Ma11ch 3, lt:375, is phtin "that the righL of way
through the public lands of the United tat<-s is hereby granted to any railroad com pany duly organized" • * * "which shall have tiled with the 'ecretar.r of the
Int rior a, copy of its articles of incorporation," etc., yet section 5 thereof sio-nificantly
xcepts from the operations of the act '' any lands e pecially reserved from al ."
That this i the generally accepted und r randing is eviuced by the forth r fact
that th re is now before Con gr s a bill (Senate bill No. 1 80) declaring certain wat rreserve land in Wiscon in subject to the act referred to, which actiou on thf' pa.rt of
Congr s would of course be uperfluous under any other construction of the law.(To H~n. Wm. F. Vila , ecretary of the Interior, April 21, 18 ', in th~ ca o of the M1nn apoli , a.ult te. Marie and Atlantic Railway Company.)
2'2-D fining the public-timber privileg s of the Denver and Rio Gr~nde Railroad
Company und r th acts of Jun 8, 1872, and March 3, 18iG.
[To Ilon. Wm. F. Vila., ·ecr tary of the Interior, May 18, 1888.)

385

PU:5LIC LAND~.

this department and the railroad company as to cutting timber from public lands for
the use of said corporation.
To the several propositions offered b:y: the company through_ th~ ~eneral counsel,
and which are quoted below seriatirn, this office, after due cons1de_rat10n of the same
in the light of germane judicial decisions and depart~e?-tal rulmg~, begs leave t_o
submit the following in assent to or dissent from the pos1t10ns taken m such propositions: ' ··
.
.
As to the act of June 8, 1872, referred to, it is conceded by this office:
(1) That the railway company had the right to take timber for pu~poses of construction until'June8 1882 and that the railway company had at all times after the
passage of the act, a~d th~ rai~road c?mpany still has, ~he right to take timber for
repairs of that portion of the rail way line constructed prior to June 8, 1882.
It is also conceded: _
(2) That for the purpose of repairs the only limit to this right iR that t~e timber
shall be taken from public land adjacent to the right of way of that portion of the
company's lines constructed prior to June 8, 1882.
It is denied, however:
(:3) That the term "adjacent" pertains only to the relation of the lands to thfs railway line as a whole a,pd does not control the particular place of u8e on the lme: e.
g., if there is no timber opposite a given point on the line, as "A," the company may
go to the nearest and most accessible timber land, provided, it is adjacent to some part
of the line, as" B," and carry the timber on the road from "B" to "A" for use at
the latter point.
It is also denied :
(4) That if the necessary timber is not found on adjacent lands between the termini
of tho road the company may go a reasonable distance beyond either terminus to
lands adjacent to such terminal points.
'
It if:! further denied:
(5) That the distance from the line of terminal points to which the company may
go under the term ''adjacent" is to be controlled by circumstances, and that if
available timber can not be found nearer thirty miles would not be an unreasonable
limit of the term,'' adjacent" in the country where this railroad line was built.
Your attention is respectfully invited to the decision of Judge Hallett, August 27,
1887, in the U. S. district court, Colorado, in the case of the United States vs. The
Denver and Rio Grande Ra,ilway and Railroad Company, holding that "the right to
take t.imber from public lands under these acts (June 8, 1872, and March 3, 1875)
extends laterally some distance from the right of way and probably within ordinary
"transportation by wagou." (See Land Office Report, 1887, p. 494).
jf

jf

*

*

*

*

*

Under the act of March 3, 1875, the claim is advanced in behalf of the company:
(6) That it has a right to take timber for purposes of construction from adjacent
public lauds, aud that the same rules as to adjacency apply under this act as above ·
claimed un<ler the act of 1872.
The question of adjacency under the act specified is included, as shown in Judge
Hallett's decision, and the position of the company denied.
Finally, the company claims:
. (7) That the purposes for which timber may be used under both acts of Congress
rncludes ties, bridges, depots, station-ho.uses, round-houses, water-tanks, machineshops, and all other permanent appurtenances necessary'as an operating railroad, and
so far as the lines were built under the act of 1872 that this right e_xtends to repairs
as well as to construction .
. In tbe opinion of this office the intent of the acts granting timber for the construct1011 of the railroad is restrictive in its application to the road-bed. Depots, freight
and station houses, machine shops, fences, and other incidentals are not_requisite to
make the road operative by the rolling-stock, and can not be regarded as included in
the term "railroad" as used in said acts .
. It would seem evident that Congress intended to give no such fl.exihility or expans1vene_ss of f!leani~g to the te:l'm as _advanced in ~ehalf of the ra~lroad company; for
such _hberalt~y of mterpretation bemg once ad1mtted its scope might then be reauily
amplified to rnclude timber for constmction of the rolling-stock, with the palpable argument that the railway line and the rolling-stock being necessary counterparts,
both are essential to the production of a "railroad" in the full sense of the word.
It _is i_n fact of record in. tbis office that this railroad company has already used
puhhc timber for construction of passenger and freight cars and other rolling-stock.
Unless the timber is restricted to the construction of the road proper it will be difficult if not impossible in some instances for the government to discover to what
ultimate and varied uses it may be applied by the railroad company after its conversion into lumber and shipment over the road. (See Laud Office Report for 1885, :p.
308, case of George W. Arwood et al.)
·
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As stated by the Hon. Acting Secretary, March 3, 1887, in reference to application
of the Utah Northern Railway Company to take public timber for use in widening
gauge of t,h at road, "the act of Ma.rch 3, 1875, being a statute confening privileges,
should 1.,e strictly construed against every one accepting its benefits, and whatever
is not unequivocally conferred is taken to have been withheld."
In the case of Arwood et al. (supra), the Hon. Actiug Secretary states that the
"almost unlimited privileges" as to public timber allowed right-of-way railroads in
some instances are '' liable to result in detriment to the interests of settler8 already
upon the lands or of persons desiring to settle in future upon such lauds entirely
disproportionate to the benefit which they are likely to <Jerive from the railroads
which have thus been permitted to despoil the lands of their timber."
It is the opinion of this office that the position taken by the department as to restricting the use of public timber to construction of the railroad proper, and the
cutting of such timber to lands ~djaoent to the road in the sense specifically defined
by Judge Hallett, should be rigidly adhered.to until final judicial determiuation of
the questions is formulated by the highest tribunal of the land, if appeal thereto l>ecome necessary; and that it is not deeme<l expedient, if decision by the circuit court
in Colorado, where the matter is now pending, be ad verse to the governmt~nt, to
attempt adjustment of the differences existing between the latter and the railroad
company, as suggested by t,he counsel for said corporation."
23-De:fining the public-timber privileges of parties who have entered lands under
the homestead or pre-emption laws:
[To N. B. Crump, special agent, General Land Office, May 26, 1888.)

•

I have considered your report dated March 15 last, iu the matter of the transactions of Oliver P. Davis, Milo F. Burnett, ancl Demerit E. Brown, saw-mill men, who
hav.e purchased and sawed at their mill on 8hares or for cash logs cut by eutrymen
in the neighborhood from unappropriated public. lands in the viciuity of their claims.
With regard to the same and all similar cases you are instructed as follows:
.
Under section 2461, U.S. Revised Statutes, the cutting or removing, orcansm~ or
procuring to be cut or r emoved, any timber from auy lamb (uot mineral) of the United
States'' with intent to ex port, clisposeof, 11se, or employ thesnnu, in any manne1' whatso ever
other than for the use of the navy of the United States,'' is punishable by fine and
imprisonment. 'I'herefore, the parties mentioned in your report referred to, who cut
the timber therein reported, as well as the millmen who caused or procured it to be
cut, are clearly violators of law and liable to the penalties provided uy the section
above specified.
While there is no authority of law for even homestead or pre-emption claimants
located on lands devoitl of timber to procure timber from vacant public lands_ for
fuel or the improvement of their claims, this office never recommends proceedrngs
against s uch parties where the eYidence is clear and indisputable tbat the timber
procured by them was actually used by the parties who procured same for the pm.'poses named, but the cuttmg of timber by homestead or pre-emption clai111ants from
adjacent public lands, or even from their own claims, for purposes of sale or traffic,
can not be permitted, and all persons found doing so or inducing other thereto will
b recommended for criminal proceedings and also civil action if the circum8tauces
warrant wh n reported to thil:l office.
In the case under con ideration you state that numerous entryruen " llav ngAgecl
in cutting and selling firewood, fence posts, and timber of every de cription, either
to ranchmen and their immediate neighbors who wore able to pnrchase or me, chants
and oth rs at trading po ts or towns along tl.Je Northern Pacific Railway."
.
uch traffic and speculation. in public timber must be slopped. The g uero, 1ty of
the government in granting to bona fide s ttlers 160 acres of land each for a nomiua.l
con i<leratiou, forpurpos s of sett] mont, aml to enable them to acqnirc homes, aucl
frolll which they can by their labor procure the means of sub istenco, it would
m,
sl~onlcl 1, con.· iclerecl nfficient without expecting the government to furni h the1~1
with th 1nea11s of snh,i. t nee in addition to and out ide of their claims. ( ee jud1•i; l d chion No,- 1 United 'tat !:I vs. Murphy; also office ruling.".! No. 1 and _o. l~.)
:bl-(a) The
er ary of th Interior has pow r to authorize se t,tlen1ent for t11nl?1>r tr , P~· ~!but. no anthority to rele
par1i ab olnt ly and unconditionally
from, II hah1l1ty w1thont omp n ation from them for such tro pass .
(b) Th
·ttlement of_ h ·laitn ~~gain t Co and Carter for ti pnrclrn eel b,v th m
fr !n ·bopp r , u<l d ·hv1.r d to th milroad cornpani s did not include tie
nt and
d hv r cl by th
ubcontract rs f oe and art r, or relea e sai,1 firm from liability
th .r f r.
, ( ,) Th

lan'.,u g mpl Y ,d in b , first ection of the act of June l!i 1 0 (21 tat.,
2!3 ) do· no _mt rm purport~ gr nt any privil g of ntry uot already e.-isting,
bu only t 1 au en 1· rg cl eff ·ct o p~ tent a.Cter i uanco.
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(d) Said act does not embrace within its intent cases of _tr~spas_s without color of
excuse on lands not purchasable nor open t? entry ?-nder e:ustmg laws. .
(e) The fact of trespass does not under said act give th~ trespasser the right to purcliase lands otherwise excluded from sale. (Secretary Vdas to the_ Attorner-General,
May 31 1888 in the timber trespass case of Coe and Carter, Wyommg Terntory. See
1. D., ; 0 1. o,' p. 725. See office l6tter of January 3, 1887, to Hon . .L .. Q: C. La_m_ar,
Secretary of the Interior, -Land Office ~eport for.1887, p. 481. See a.~so similar decision
by Hon. Wm. F. Vilas, Secretary of the Intenor, May 31, 1888, m the case of ~be
Woodstock Iron Company, Alabama, L. D., vol. 6, p. 738. See above office rulmg
No. 5, in tl.te case of Wm. Jameson.)
.
25-In instances in which timber trespass has been comm1tted1 ~1yon land covered
by cash entries nuder the second section of ~he act of J_une 15, lt::~O (21 Stat.! ~3?),
which have been made by transferees whom any way mduced or mc1ted the m1tiatior... of the original homestead entries forming the basis of same, th~ entire transaction
throughout, including the initiation of the homestead entry, reqmres to be carefully
examined into. (To H. C. Griffin, special timber a.gent, Montgomery, Ala., June 11,
1888.)
.
26-Respecting the compensation or moiety allowed informers in cases of trespass
upon public timber.
[To Hon. A. R. Bushnell, United States attorney, Western Wisconsin, June 22, 1888.)

I have to acknowledge receipt of yours of 30th ultimo inclosing the letters of W. R.
Maxwell, of Grantsburgb, and John F. Dufur, of Ashland, Wisconsin, asking information relative to the ~ompensation or moiety allowed informers in timber trespass
cases.
Io reply you are advised that section 4751, U. S. Rev. Stat., provides that onehalf of" all penalties and forfeitures incurred under the provisions of sections 2461,
246~, and 2463" shall be paid over to the informers. This provision was taken from
·
the act of March 2, 1831.
SectioD 3617, which is a re-enactment of the act of March 3, 1849, directs that" the
gross amount of all moneys received from whatever source for the use of the United
States," with certain exceptions, shall be paid into the treasury "without any abatement or deduction on account of salary, fees, costs, charges, expenses, or claim of any
description whatever.
These laws having been re-enacted in the Revised Statutes should be reconciled
and construed so as to leave them both in full force arnl effect unless they are clearly
inc011sistent with each other.
Section 3617 is liwited in its operations to moneys received "for the use of the
Uuited States," and f1eems not t,o embrace the share of the penalty authorized by section 4i51 to be paid to the informer. Such construction would leave uo ground for
conflict, and would I think give full force and effect to the intention of Congress.
I am advised that it has been the practice in several of the circuit courts to pay to
the informer one-half of the fine paid in upon a showing satisfactory to the court as
to who the proper informer is. The other half of the fine is forwarded to the Treasury Department, which bas recognized such payment as a legitimate disposition of
the m_oney. I am not aware of any adverse ruling.
I will state, however, that while I am of the opinion that informers are entitled to
one-half of the penalties and forfeitures recovered under sections 2461, 2462, and
24631 it is a matter which should be determined and settled by the courts, and it can
not rn any way come before this office for adjudication.
_27-In case of fifteen (15) cash entries made in the Montgomery (Alabama) landdistnct l>y t,h e Woodstock Iron Company, under the fir&t section of the act of June 15,
1880 (~1 Stat., 237), with a view to condoning trespasses committed upon the timber
on the lands, suits recommended to set aside the patents issued to the compauy on the
g_ronnds set forth in Secretary's decisions in cases of C~e and Carter, Wyo ming Tern tory, ~nd Woodstock Iron Company, Alabama. (See L. D., vol. 6, pp. 725 and 738,
respectively. To Hon. Wm. F. V.ilas, Secretary of the Interior, June 30, 1888.)
JUDICIAL RULINGS .A.ND DECISIONS.
1-(a) Homesteader while holding under entry can only cut and remove the timber from suclI portion or parts of the land as are intended for cultiYation and settlement; atl.d may sell such portion of the timber so cut as may not be needed on the
place for improvemeut, but not further or otherwise.
tb) The fact that the trnHpas er was induced through the wrong representations of
the register of the land office to believe in the unrestricted right of the homesteader
to cnt timber from his entry does not cstop the government from prosecuting him for
such unlawful cutting.
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( c) It is no defense to a prosecution for unla wfnl cutting of timber from public land
that there w~s no criminal intent in the cutting.
( d) Where a department of the government is authorized by statute to make regulations such regulations when made and promulgated have the force of law; bnt the
interpretation placed upon the public land acts by the Secretary of the Interior i not
bjnding upon the courts. (United States vs. Murphy, circuit court, western district
Michigau, northern division, October 1, 1887; Jackson, judge. 32 Federal Reporter,
376.)
2-Decision as to the term "adjacent" in act of March 3, 1875. (United States v&.
Denver and Rio Grande Railway Company, Colorado. See Land Office Report for
1887, pp. 494 to 496.)
3-(a) The Northern Pacific Railroad Compan y has no right to take timber from
th e public lands for any additional construction, repair, or alteration of any portion
of Hs road once completed and accepted by the government.
(b) The right to take timber for conl'!trnction purposeR may be construed to allow
the use of public timber for fuel for stationary engines, so far as it is authorized to
use the 1nm ber manufactured by th e stationary engines in the construction of the road;
also fuel for the operation oflocomotives used in construction work only. (Injunction
suits brought by United States vs. Northern Pacific Railroad Company, Wash. Ter.,
Nov. 11, ltlb7. Jones, chief justice.)
4-An innocent purchaser from a willful trespai-ser of stolen logs cut from unconfirmed homestead entries can under the laws of Louisiana be held only for tho amonnt
he paid the willful trespasser less the cost of cutting, hauling, and delivoring the logs
to the place of purchase. Verdict for the entire profits realized Ly the willful tre~passer. (United States vs. A. Martin, U. S. circuit court, eastern dist. L, ., April
27, 1888. E. C. Billings, judge.)
5-A wilful trPspasser having converted logs cut from unconfirmed homestead
entries into sawed lumber is liable for not less than the net value of the lumber after
deducting expenses for cutting, hauling, aud manufacture, and not to exceed the full
value with no deduction for expenses. (United States vs. Wm. T. Jay et als., U. S.
Circuit Court, eastern dist. La., April 28, 1888, E. C. Billings, judge.)
6--Turpentine trespassers, if not liable for boxing trees under section 2461, U. S.
Rev. Stat., which prohibits cutting trees on the public lands, may be prosecuted under
section 5456, U. S. R ev. Stat., and 18 Stat., 479, for stealing and retaining personal
property of the United States. (United States vs. J. C. Calhoun and Unitad States
VB. E. S. Taylor.)
7-(a) 'rhe right of the homesteader is one of occupancy only, but with certain
rights and privileges subject to tbe right and duty of the government to protect and
preserve the tiru ber on the land. If sale and traffic is the only reason for cutting the
timber on the claim the law is violated and the person so offending is a trespasser.
(b) The receiver's receipt is not of itself sufficient evidence that the government's
title has been divested and that it has vested in the homestead claimant.
(c) Until the claimant has so fulfilled bis obligation under the law as to entitle hi m
to patent it is not allowable for him to cut the timber or to take any crude t urpentine or other material therefrom for sale or speculation.
·
(d) In an action for damages in cutting growing timber trees the recovery may be
of the value of the trees destroyed without reference to the eoil on which they stand
or of the injury done to the trees, and not for the difference in the valu e of the land
before an<l aft r such injury.
(e) If the going on the land and cutting and removing, etc., is wilfully <lone, or is
the result of negligenc so gross as to show· wilfulness or a reckl ess iudiffor nc6 to
the ri ghts of the government, the verdict should be for ruore than tho injury doue,
and 1:1hould include ex mplary damages. ( nited States 'l'S. Elijal:. , ·. Taylor, 1:1outhrn di t. Ala., Toulmin, judge, Jun , 1 .)
llUGII BARKLEY, APPELLANT, VB. TIIE

NITED

TATES, APPELLEE.

(Opinion rondered February 1, 18f8,_ by Allyn, J.]
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color of right thereon would s~em ~o dispose of _this case, but bo~h pa~ties l:'pparently
agree in submitting for deterrmnat10n the quest1?n whethe~ the 1dent1:ficat10n of secs.
16 and 36 of the public lands by survey, and their reservation for school purposes by
act of Congress, operated as a conveyance or grant of the interest of government in
said lands so as to take them out of t he domain of public lands of the United States,
80 the gov'ernment could have no right of control or supervision over them as claimed
aud asserted herein.
It is made unlawful to enclose any public lands of the United States without claim
or color of title in good faith as his entry, etc. (Sec. 1, act of Feb. 25, 1885, 13 Stat.,
32.)
It is contended that these lands were severed from the public domain by the act of
1853, and therefore sec. 1, jm1t referred to, does not apply to these.
The mere survey of these lands would not cause them to lose their character of public land; such change could occur only when they have lost their public character by
reason of a bona fide right of private entry or ownership under the laws of the United
StatE>s.
Now, because of the mere reservation or appropriation by the United States of
these sections for the purpose of being applied to the common schools of the future,
do they lose their character of public lands f It is true that tµey are not "public
lands" in that they are open to entry, &c., but that fact alone does prevent them
I>eing in a certain sense public 1ands.
'fhe goyemment has for a wise purpose set apart and reserved these lands from the
goneral domain, and announced the purpose to which they will be devoted; it retains
control and dominion over these until the happening of a certain event: it is somewhat a~ a trustee of an express trust .
. It also retains the right up to a certain time to annul'the act by which such sec- ,
t10ns were severed, and might within that limit annul the former act and throw
these lands as "public lands."
This reserved right in the government must give it control over these lands as
absolute as that of any owner could be.
As is well said, _ever since the organization of the Territory, these school sections
have been recogmzed as "public lands," and the courts have sustained all the 1·ights
of the government whenever their aid has been invoked in preventing trespass upon
them.
Any other doctrine would lead to a practical annulment of the act of Congress and
render nugator~ the effort to provide for and establish a common-school system.
An,r one entermg upon these hrnds becomes a trespasser; he can not have or acquire
any rights.
'fhe power of the United States to prevent such wrong must be conced,,cl or the
wrong would go unpunished.
' ·
The judgment of the court below was entirely right and is affirmed.
FRANK ALLYN,

I concur in the result.
I concur.

Asso. Just-ice.
R. A. JONES,
C.J.
GEORGE TURNER.
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REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR-GENERAL OF ARIZONA.

U. 8.

SURVEYOR· GENER.A.L'S OFFICE,

Tucson, Ariz., July 23, 1888.
Complying with instructions contained in department letter dated May I, 1888,
initial "E," I have t,he honor to submit herewith, in duplicate, my annual report for
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1888.
PUBLIC LANDS.

There has been no apportionment for the survey of public lands in this Territory
since 1886; consequently no work has been done in this department so far as letting
contracts and tbe execution of work in the field, except such as may have been ordered from special appropriations. Nothing has been done as regards the survey of
public lands for settlement purposes.
No lands have been surveyed under the deposit system. But two applications have
been made, both of which are now pending, one under appeal to the honorable
Commissioner from my decision refusing the survey and the other not yet fully determined.
The necessity for survey of the public land in this Territory is urgent. There are
numerous fertile valleys yet unsurveyed, and others that have been surveyed are
now destitute of monuments or other evidences of having been surveyed, so that in
reality former work is of but little value to seekers after public land.
During the fiscal year ending June 30, 1888, the following surveying contracts
(w~i<'h were in arrears fox wanp of adequate appropriatiop!' to execute office work
durmg the fiscal year ending June 30, 1887), have been approved:
No.of
contract.

Date.

Deputy.

Description of survey.

-1

1886.
Mar. 5

2 June -

3

Apr. 26

'

:May

7

5

1887.
Jan. 8

6

Apr. 22

8

Nov. 30

Remarks.

.
George J. Roskrnge .. Exterior and subdivision lines 11eces- Not accepted by
sary to complete the survey of 'I. 16
the Commissioner.
S., Rs. 7, 8, 9, and 10 E.; T. 17 S.. Rs. 9
andlOE.: T.18S.,Rs.8and9E.; T.
19 S., Rs. 8, 9, and 10 E.; T. 20 S., Rs.
8, 9, and 10 E.
George J. Roskruge .. Exterior and subdivision lines neces- Not yet accepted.
sary to complete the survey of T. 15
S., Rs. 7, 8, 10, and 11 E.; T. 21 S., Rs.
8, 9, 11, and 14 E.; T. 22 S., Rs. 8, 10,
andll E.
Clarence H. Wallace .. Exterior and subdivision lines neces- Not yet accepted.
sary to complete the survey of T. 7
S., Rs. 22 and 24 E.; T. 8 S., Rs. 22 and
25 E.; T. 9 S., Rs. 22 and 23 E.; T. 16
S., Rs. 21 and 22 E.; r. 17 S., Rs.21 and
22 E.; T. 18 S., R. 22 E.
John A. Curtis ..••... Exterior and subdivision lines neces- N qt yet accepted.
sary to complete the survey of T. 7
S., R.17 E.
Charles E. Walker ... All the line necessary to complete the
survey of the east boundary of the
White Mountain or San Carlos Indian
Reservation, from the Gila river,
through the flagstaff at Camp Goodwin, to the south boundary of the reservation.
Clarence H. Wallace .. All the line necessary to complete the
survey of the north boundary of the
WhiteMountaill or San Carlos Indian
Reservation.
Lorenzo D. Chillson .. Exterior and subdivision lines necessaryto subdivide the San Xavier (Papago) and Salt River (Pima and Maricopa) Indian Reservations into 40acre tracts.

Not yet approved.

Not yet transmitted.
Not yet approved.
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Contracts Nos. 1 and 2, executed by George J. Roskruge, have been pending in this
office fQr want of means to do the office work. To prevent the money appropriated
for this work lapsing into the treasury at the expiratio:r: of the fiscal year, Mr.
Ro·s kruge employed a draughtsman to do the work at his own risk, this office not
having agreed that the government would re-imburse him. Por this work he has
expended the sum of $942.50, having paid at the rate of $22.50 per township for
platting the same and at the rate of $12.50 per township for transcribing and comparing the field-notes, which I regard·as reasonable charges, and equity would seem
to warrant the conclusion that this amount should be re-imbursed. to Mr. Roskruge.
Office work on contract No. 3 was executed by funds available from the deficiency
appropriation bill amounting to $750. The topographical map and tracing of the
same of the north boundary of the White Mountain or San Carlos Indian Reservation were also paid for in full out of this fund.

Statement of contracts entered into during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1888.

lOn account of appropriation of $20,000 for snrvey, appraisal, and sale of abandoned military reserva,
tions made March 3, 1885. J
No.of
con- Date.
tract.

Name of deputy.

Character and location of survey.

Estimated
cost.

-7

1887.
Nov. 4

Clarence H. Wallace .. All the lines necessary to complete the survc!i of
the abandone<! military reservations, Camp rit ·
tenden, Camp Goodwin, Fort Verde garden re!Iervation, and old Camp Grant.

$1,000

[On account of appropriation t>f $100,000 for the allotment of lands in severalty to I.ndians approved
February 8, 1887.]
1887.
8 Nov. 30

Lorenzo D. Chillson . .. All the lines necessary to complete the survey of
tbe exterior boundaries and the subdivision of'
the San Xavier gapago) and Salt River (Pima
and Maricopa)
dian Reservations into fortyacre tracts.

$5,000

MINERAL.

During the year 29 mining claims and 3 millsite claims have been surveyed for patent, which required the construction of 124 plats and the transcribing of 31 sets of
field-notes. The special deposits for office work and stationery in connection with
the surveys in this division amount to $930.
ARREARS OF OFFICE WORK.

The arrears in office work are as follows:
Portion of contract No. 58 of date February 21, 1885, with R. C. Powers, consisting
8 town bips.
<;ontra?t No. 41 of d3'.te July 20,. 1883, with R. C. Powers, consisting of 10 township . '.): hese 10 townships were reJected by the examiner of surveys, and Mr. Powers bavrng made the neces ary corrections in the field will necessitate the recontruction of the plats and a new transcript of the field-notes.
on tract No. 7 of date November 4, 1887, with Clarence H. Wallace, consisting of
survey of 4 abandon d military reservations.
De cri ptive list of 37 townships to be prepared for the local land office.
PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS,

1:he f llowing ~ a_ta.bu!a d tat ment of the Spanish and Mexican private land
la1m now pen<lrng 10th o c . The pap r accompanying the same are numerous
~nd m:1-ny f th m _are old and hardly legible, owing to handling and improper care
10 th 1r r nn
of inspection previous to b ing filed in this office.
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Name of grant.

San Rafael de Villa ........................................
San Ignacio de Babacomori. •••••••••••.•••••••••••••••.••.
Tumacacori y Caiabazas ..••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• - ·
sa1, Jose de Sonoita ......••••...••••••••••••• •••••••••••••
San Ygnacio cle la Canoa ............................. ~ ••••.
San Rafael de la Sanja. .. • . • . ..• •• . . ••••• .••••• •••• •• . •• • • •
San Juan de Boquillas y Nogales •••••••••••.••••...•••••••
1
ii~~~~g:~eot:r:. ~~~::::::::::::::::::~ :::::: :: :::::: ::: :::
Buenavista .................................................
Rancho de Martinez •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••..

Date of
surveyor-general's report.

Recommendation.

Oct. 29, 1879 ... Favorably....
Nov. 6, 1879 ....... do . •••• •• •.
Jan. 7, 1880. · · · · · - .do - ···· ·· · ·
Jan. 14, 1880 ...•••. do . •••••• ..
Feb. 20, 1880 ... -... do.........
April 28, 1880 ..... do . . • • • . . . .
Feb. 5, 1881. - -· ·· .. do ·••••••..

~!.
~\1it:: ::::i~ :::::::::
Jan. IO, 1882 ....... do . ........

NnmbAr
of acres.

17, 3u0
34, 722
52, oo 7
7, 598
17,208
17, 3til
17, 35 5
lO,

m

5,060
Feb. 4, 1882 ........ do . ... . •• ..
74
~ Sei,t. 12, 1883 .. . .. do . . . .. . . . .
43, 420
Tres.Alamos ..••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••. } Jnne24,1886 .. Adversely .••......... . .
El Sopori
Dec. 3, 1881. .. . .... do . .. . • • • . .
124, 602
Paso de .Aig~d;~~;: :::::::::::::::: :::::::::::: ::: : : : :::: :: Withdrawn... . . . . .. . . .. . . • . . .
21,610
Tucson grant .............................................. Investigation. Incomplete .. .. .•..... . Cruz Rancho (Tubae)....................................... Not eompl~te . . .. . . . .. .. . . . . . .
10O
Miguel de Peralta .•••••.•••• ;.............. •• • • • • • • • . • • • • • • Now pend1n g . . • • . • . • • • • • • . . . . 4, 800, 00_0
SanPedro .................................................... .. do........ . . ..... ...... .. . .
17, 3,18
Aribac. .••••••••••• •••••• •••••• •••• •• • ••• •• •••••• ••••••••.. Jan. 21, 1881. . . Favorable . . . .
8,080
Total . . • . . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• • •• • • • ••• • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • . . • . . • • . . • . . . . • • • • . . 5, 195, 348

This exhibit shows that the enormous amount of 5,195,348 acres of the choicest
land in Arizona, which is equal in extent to the great State of Massachusetts, is claimed
, by alien land claimants having no material interests in the advancement of our Territory, save the gratification of their selfish ends and the enjoyment of their personal
aggrandizement, really an octopus that has st,ret.ched out its slimy arms and is extracting the very life-blood of honest settlers. Truly the amount of land claimed
by these parties is an empire itself, and where is the State or Territory in this nation
that would not feel its blightin~ effects¥ Extract this amount of the very best land
and water from the resources ot any of the States, and I venture it would materially
affect their resources, and stimulate to vigorous protest the most conservative of
them.
LANDS FOR TAXATION PURPOSES,

Estimating these 5,195,348 acres of land in this new Territory at the maximum governmen-p price, $2.50 per acre, which would be a very moderate price, taking into consideration its being the choicest land, well watered, and selected at an early date
when lands were free from incumbrances of any kind. At $2.50 per acre we have the
sum of $12,988,370 added to the taxable resources of this Territory, and at the present
Territorial rates of taxation 63 cents, a revenue of $81,826.73.
This valuation of the lands would yield to the different counties in which they are
situated, at the present rates, which will fully average 2 per cent., the nice sum of
$259,767.40 annually, sufficient at least to materially assist our overburdened ·taxpayersi in the different counties in carying the weight of county government, especially as a large share of this burden consists in expenses incurred by litigation
resulting from strifes and feuds incident to large landed estates.
·
The importance of early action by the government in adjusting these claims must
appear manifest. The vast importance to the Territory as well as justice to the government would seem to demand this. The longer the delay the more important it becomes, as the vigilant seeker after public domain becomes more active as the value
- of land increases, and I hear quite frequently of new claims of this character that are
now in process of incubation, and in due time will doubtless be presented to this office for consideration, and several of them covering claims already on file and which
have been recommended for confirmation by my predecessors. As lands become
valuable the very air becomes impregnated with new Spani sh and Mexican private
land claims, and the outlook in<licates greatly increased labor in this department in
this office.
LAND CLAIMANTS CONTENTED,

The claimants under these alleged grants have no inducements to urge forward
their speedy adjustment, beyond procuring a report from the surveyor-general recommending them for confirmation. This gives them possession of the land, and thus
enables thorn to eject settlers and exercise all powers incident to lawful title. They
are perfectly contented with this state of things and are as happy as the old land barons
of England, faring sumptuously every day, clad in purple and fine linen, and shortly

•
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we may expect to see the baronial castles glittering in this "land of sunshine and
silver" with the appendage of modern serfs and dependents to do their bidding.
By these strictures I do not wish to be understood as passing upon the validity or
invalidity of these claims. Many of them may have merit, and I will here say that
as far as this office is concerned I regard this great government as too powerful and
just to wish to deprive any one of his just rights. The government asks no favors and
should have none to give.
DELAY OF CONGRESSIONAL ACTION,

Since the year 1879, after reports had been submitted to Congress in regard to several of these alleged land grants, thirteen other reports have been submitted from
this Territory, and yet no action has been taken. During this period of inactivity on
the part of Congress several bills have been Rnder consideration having in view organization of commissions or courts to adjust these claims, but they all have been defeated or failed to meet the approval of Congress, and at the present session at least
t hree bills are now pending to accomplish the same purpose.
My investigation of these bills as a w bole leads to but one conclusion, and that is
that their object is to divest the land department of the government of all power to
pass upon and investigate their merits or demerits, and confer these duties on the
courts specially created for the purpose. Powers and duties are conferred upon the
United States prosecuting attorneys of the Territories of Arizona and New Mexico not
at all in harmony with their office, and as both of these public officers are alre.ady
overcrowded with work and largely in arrears with the same, the object of imposing additional labors on them is not easily and intelligently comprehended.
In addition to this I have failed to :find a land cla.imant unde.r these alleged grants
who is not in hearty sympathy with one or the other of these bills, and who is not
willing to spend time and money to have them enacted into laws.
It has always been unexplainable to me ever since I ae:sumed the dnties of this office,
why the investigation of Spanish and Mexican land grants and their adjustment
should differ from other duties of the Secretary of the Interior and the Commissioner
of the General Land Office in land matters. They daily pass upon the rights and
privileges of settlers on :railroad land grants, ancl also upon the rights of railroads
to thousands of acres of the public domain. The rights of settlers dominated over by
railroads, as well as the sacred rights of settlers on the public domain, are certainly
as important as the rights of mere claimants to lands who claim title from a foreign
government based on antiquated and musty records of doubtful merit.
The land department of this government is fully equipped to primarily pass upon
all questfons that may arise at home or abroad in regard to land controversies. It
has the data and the material at band, or can easily acquire the same, to investigate,
and the unquestioned al,ili1y and honesty to deal fairly and promptly with all claimants. Why, then, should the large land claimants-many of them neither residents
nor identified with the interests of the community, if not in reality aliens to our
soil-be especially provided for by special legislation Y If the land department is
competent to adjust questions of right between the government and the comparatively poor settler, why is it not competent to adjust the claims of quasi "land
barons," who "neither toil nor do they spin" to advance the material interests of our
Territory. It may be urged that these claims are based on treaty stipulations an l
hence require additional safeguards thrown around them. Organize commissions and
establish special courts as numerous as you please, eventually most of the e claims
will find th01r way to the United State~ Supreme Court, the only acknowledged tribunal that can digest treaty stipulations and do justice in the premises. The preliminary work can just as well be done by the Secretary of the Interior as by inferior
coa.rts and commissions, and for that matter his decisions as regards the validity or
invalidity of these claims would prove in law and equity to be quite as satisfactory
a any other mode. The present S cretary of the Interior is acknowledged to be at
th b ad of the Jegal profe sion and ranks aa a statesman far above doing injustice
to any one, and the Commissioner of the General Land Office equally ranks as a fair
ancl honest man, a.nd whose decisions in land matters are regal'ded as eminently just
and proper.
TAX THE LAND GRANTS,

A:-n economic que tion presents it elf in regard to the large volume of private land
1 1m no~~ nding in this Territory. Many good citizens and property holders openly
a tba if th
land are to b a, source of endless litigation and another d caae
~~ b ,!< r t~
are ju t d, if it would not be best, where claims are pr sent d of
appar n m nt t promptly confirm hem, and thus enable the asse sor to list the a.me
aucl tli a coll ·t rt coJlect
he collects from adjoining settlers who have now to
\, ar he h a an burthens of the da.y as well. It is known that these grants em-
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brace large bodies of land which would lJe assessable as an entirety, and th:3-t t~e
owners of the grants would soon find it desirable to dispossess themse~ves of t~e1r
enormous holdings and give the honest settler seeking a home a chance for '.'Ii habitation. Honest asse;sors and collectors with a comp~tent board of eq ual_izatwu c1ould
do much in this line, ·and. it would be attended to with "neatness and dispatch.'
In dismissing this subject of private land ?laims I have o!llY ~o S:3'Y .t~at_ I ardently
desire the speedy settlement of these questions Procrastmat10111s _m1mwal to the
best interests of this Territory, the adopted home of myself and family long Lefore I
ever anticipated a position under the government that would enable me to say what
I now here record. I plead for her that she be sav~d from the enQroachments oft.he
bands of the destroyer, and young and feeble _as s?e 1s that the hands of ~er :J?elegate
now in Congrees be upheld and strengthened rn his manly efforts to have Justice done
our people.
APPROPRIATIONS FOR PRIVA'l'E LAND CLAIMS,

What I have said above in regard to private land claims may be regarded ati foreign
to my duties as surveyor-general, and its vast importance to the vital interests of
this T~rritory is my only excuse. In addition to this I would respectfully call tho
attention of Congress to the importance of enabling this office, by adeqmite appropriations, to perform its incumbent dutieoi. At this writing I am unable to say what
disposition has been made 1 or is likely to be made of the several bills now pending
before Congress for the settlement of private land claims, but in the absence of new
legislation I am basing my remarks on existing laws, and from this stand-point they
arc to ue considered.
The appropriations heretofore made by Congress for the investigation of private
land claims in this office have been as followe:
For the year ending June 301880 .................. __ •.•••••••••••••••••••••..•.•••.••••••••••••... $15,000
1881 __ .• _. _•.••.. _• _•• ~ _••.•••••••• _••.•• _•..•••••••••.. _• ____ • _____ .•
8,000
1882 _•••.• _• . . . • • • • . • . . . • • . • . • • • • • . • • • • • . ••••.••..••.••• _..•• __ .•• _•••
8,000
1s8:1 _.. _. _• __ .. _____ ... __ .••• _•.. __ ••..• _.•• _• _...... ___ ••... _....•.•••
8,000
1884 . _.....•.••••• __ •. _.•. __ .•.••••. _•.....•.•••..•• __ •.. _.••.• _.....•
8,000
1885 . ____ . __ .. ___ .. _.•.........••..•••.••••.. _••.. __ ....... _•. __ .•••• :
8,000
Since 1885 Congress has failed to appropriate one dollar for work of this characfor in this office, and hence but lit.tle work has lJeen done. The claimants of land
grants were particularly fortunate from October 29, 1879, to September rn, 188:3, that
tlrn snryeyer-general had ample funds to investigate these claims, as twelve of thorn,
embracrng tbousallds of acres of valuable agricultural land, were favorably reported
011 arnl recommended for confirmation, while but one was rejected .
. At t~is writing there is one claim, that of Peralta, now before this office for con~1dera~10n, embracing 4,800,000 acres, located in the very heart of this Territory, and
mcludmg some of the finest lands and thriving towns within its limits.
1:he large~t grant of land now pending in any of the Territories is fortified by papers
~hich reqmred the labor of twelve years on the part of experts of no mean pretens10ns to produce. The seas have been sailed over and the entire Pacific coast ransacked for favorable evidence to verify papers filed here, and yet this office has not
on~ cent to counteract this evidence or even examine into the validity of these papers,
which to sa:y the least are amply voluminous, diversified, and pictorial.
The PE:ns1oned public press, instigated by some in visible power, is daily clamoring
and :tindi_ng fault with the surveyor-general for not proceeding with the investigation
and ~akmg his report. In vain the true condition is stated, yet the department at
Washrngton is censured for not furnishing the means, when in fact the means can
only be furnished by Congress, which it has failed to do .
. The entire area of Arizona contains about 73,000,000 acres of land, whereof conB!derably less than one-fourth is even remotely susceptiule of agricultural cultivation .. Of this total acreage of 73,000,000 about one-sixth is covered by Indian reservations; military reservations cover about 200,000 acres, and private land claims
5?195,340 acres. In addition to this large area absorbed by non-productive appropriation of' the soil Arizona has long endured misrepresentations as to its trne character
and ~hat too by those high in authority in a co-ordinate branch of the government.
Havrng for long weary years to contend with hostile savages, wards of the government, the few settlers that dared venture to make a home within its borders were
literally obliged to clear their way with their trusty Winchesters and plant the evidence of th~ir civilization by erecting churches and school-houses on fields that were
drenched with the blood of relations and friends.
ARIZO~TA1S FUTURE.

President Cleveland, as commander-in-chief of the .American army, soon after his
iCces~tori to the Presidency, found the India,ns of this Tenitory on oue of their peri~
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odical raids, carrying murder and rapine in tlrnir bloody trails. Prompt action waa
taken; the local commanders of t,he troops were given to understand that no trifling
with the marauders would be tolerated. Troops and supplies were promptly furnished without restriction, and instructions given to accept of ;no surrender exce1it
unconditional. Ne w ltfe, as never witnessed before, was infused, and our troops were
literally placed on the war-path, which resulted in a speedy capture of the hostiles,
and peace was restored to our Territory, which has every indication of being permanent and lasting.
From this period may be dated the growth and prosperity of Arizona. Below will
will be found a statement of the development of Arizona since the reign of peace and
safety which will strike the heretofore skeptical as to the agricultural resources of
this once considered barren country with wonder. The happy and comfortable
homes of thousands of settlers made within the past two years attest to the truth of
the subjoinad statement. In response to inquiries made by this office, so as to get
valuable and reliabl~ information, H. H. Logan, a reliable and trusty man, writes
as follows:
"PH<ENIX1 ARIZ., July 16, 1888.
"Sm: Your esteemed favor of July is before me. It gives me ~reat pleasure to
furnish you the information asked for regarding tho extent of the irrigating canals,
the land covered by them, together with the improvements made. I shall give Maricopa county in two districts-the Salt and Gila valleys.
.
"In the Salt river valley, on the north side of Salt river, there are four marn
canals completed and in successful operation-the Salt river, Maricopa, Grand, and
Arizona canals-that cover 146,000 acres of land. Under the Salt River, Maricopa,
and Grand canals there are 70,000 acres, two-thirds of whi.cb is under cultivation.
Since the completion of the Arizona cau~l about 40,000 acres of lands lying under it
have been reclaimed. On the south side of Salt river there are now covered by
canals about 75,000 acres, two-thirds of which is under cultivation. These lands are
covered by the Mesa City, Ut,ab, Tempe, and Sau Francisco canals, all complete_d
and in successful operation. The combined length of-the before-rnentionetl ca1!als 1s
about ltiO miles. 'l'here is planted to alfalfa or Lucerne clover 20,000 ~tcres; 111 _orchards, 2,500 acres; in vineyards, 7,500 acres. The balance of the land-s, ,mct.brng
over 100,000 acres-is used to grow wheat and barley. The Highland can~l (now
building), on the south side of Salt river, has expended some $40,000, and will have
cost when completed about $125,000.
.
"In tbe Gila valley the Buckeye canal covers about 25,000 acres of land;_ 1s c_ompleted and is 21 miles long. It takes its water from tbe north side of tho Gila nver
at a point near the junction of tLe Salt and Giht Rivers. The Gi la river c_aual takes
water from the Gila on the north side of the river at a point abont 15 miles below
the month of the Hassayampa, and is 8 miles long. It is completed and in operation
and covers 4,000 acres of land. The McPherson canal takes water from th e north
side of the Gila about 4 miles below the Papago Indian Reservation; it will liave
cost when completed $75,000 to $100,000 (about $25,000 having already bcuu ex.vended), and will cover 75,000 acres of la1H1 and be about 30 miles in kngth. The
Palmer canal is 15 miles long, covers 10,000 acres of land, cost $40,000, and takes
watPr from the south side of Gila river. The Saint Lonis canal i::1 laid out aml the
contract let for its construction; it will cost when completed $750,000, aud will
probably be built the coming year. Tb.ere are on the Gila river several oLb.er small
canals with which I am not familiar.
"The canals now completed and in operation in Maricopa county have cost, incl n<ling clams and repairs, upwards of $2,000,000, ancl auotber year will uudon litcdly
show a,n expenditure of ·1,000,000 more. There ha:i been expended in improvements
~ this laud, including the price paid the goverumout aud the purchase of ""ater
rights, ov r 750, 00 the pasty ar.
'' Could yon spare tho time from your other duties it would give me great pleasure
to s e. )'.Ou in our valley, aud show you the magnitude of past illlprovement , and
"hat 1s mt nded to be done th omiu~ year. I will cordially invite you to vi ·1t u ,
' hen Y'?ll ans e personally what strides toward settlement Maricopa conuty has
made within the p: st year; no written description can give you an adeqnat id a.
'There is gr at n d of a storage r •. ervoir ystem in tbe mountain , to fully devcl p tho de. ·rt lancl of th
alt and 'ilavall ys. Nature has done everything hut
11ut 1~ the ke · to holcl ancl i;tor large qna.utiti ·s of water for summer u e. A hyclrog_r· pluc urv y of th mountain trca111H would how that almost unheard-of qnantit!'' of w·tt:r c nld b tor ~la. a compara.tiv ly ama.11 cost; for in:itaoc , on the alt
n r! 50 tt:1I a.l,ov Ph< ·nix, tb1· rivf'r run throujth a hox caflon for ome 2 rnil ,
the H~< of which · r n ·:.u 1. ·. p •rp •udi1:nlar 1,000 a,nd 2,000 £ et high, ancl not to x. '!' l 25 f t · 1,art, all oh 1 nJr·k, 'Ibc , vorago fall of tho river i::i 11 feet to th

mile,
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A dam here 400 feet high would create a lake capable of irrigating and reclaiming
a great many thousand acres of land.
,, Very respectfully, yours,
,, H H L
.

"Hon . J OBN

.

OGAN.

HISE,

Siirveyor-Generalfor Arizona, Tucson, Ariz.
"P. S.-Length.of canals now in operation, 224 miles; length of:.canals in process
of construction, 108 miles.
"H. H. LOGAN."
Pinal County.-Albert T. Colton, civil engineer and a deputy Un~ted States m!neral
surveyor, gives the followiug information regarding the construction of canals m the
vicinity of Florence, Pinal county:
"They consist of five canals, including branches, besides private ditches. The
length of these constructed improvements is given at 148 miles in length, with 77
miles in course of construction. The width of these canals is given from 43 to 4 feet;
depth, from 4½ to 2 feet. The cost of construction is given at $4,000 per mile down
to $1,000 per mile, and the total amount already expended in construction amounting to the round sum of $l31,500, with an estimate additional expenditure of $154,000."
Pima Count.1J.-Tbe water developments in this county are nnt extensive as yet.
Iu the vicinity of Tucson quite extensive canals are being constructed, but owing
to water, which is regarded as abundant but not fl.owing on tho surface, being
covered by debris and requiring artificial means to bring it to the surface, canses
delay in experimenting, but with every confidence that experiments now b eing made
will prove eventually successful. About 50 .miles of canals ar:d irrigating <litches
are in process of construction, and $75,000 have thus far been invested.
Ymna County.-Replies have not been received from this vicinity, owing to delays
incident to tbe uncertainty of reaching proper persons to furnish the information,
but there are under construction and in contemplation various canals calculated to
frrigate thousands of acres of land. The Mnhawk canal will be aliout 30 miles in
length, 7 miles o'f which is completed and will reclaim about 40,000 acres of land.
The Old Peck ditcb is being reconstructed ard extended, near Mob a wk St at ion, calculated to reclaim about 15,000 acres of land. Near Gila city another ditch fa being
taken out, calculated to bring under cultivation about 12,000 acres. And near Alonde
large pumping enterprises are coRtemplated to irrigate from water close to the surface. About $200,000 bas already been expended in the construction of canals and
ditches.
~s an e·vidence of the progress of Arizona I will state that there are now on file in
this office 131 desert land declarations for filings on unsurveyed :i;iublic lands, embracing til,415 acres.
WATER STORAGE •

. The ~nnual rain-fall in Arizona is more than sufficient to irrigate all availa.ble lands
for ag-ncnltural purposes, if means can be devised to husband the water an,l utilize
the same when required at the period when most needed during the dry and. hot summer months.
Th~ faeiJities offered in our mountains and foot-hills for the construction of laru-e
re~ervoirs is all that could be desired, and whilst somewbat expensive to constnict
smtable dams to resist the torrents of water that frequently rush down iunm11erable
canons, yet there are many ]Jlace·s where la1ge bodies of water can be stored witliout
a large expenditme of money.
This 1>torage of water is no longer an experiment in Arizona. At Walnut Grove, in
Yavapai county, a dam about 100 fee.t in height has been erected, and a large uody
of water is now held in reserYe, and will be utilized for placer mining and agricultural purposes. Nearly half a million of money bas been expended in its coni;itrncting, which is of tho most durable cbaracter, and bas so far met the full expectations
of its designers.
·
Similar reservoirs aro in contemplation in this part of the Territory, and largo expectations are confidently anticipated.
,
Tlrn government should bold out every inducement possible for the construction of
these re ervoirs, as thousands of acres of the public domain now worthless conl<l 1e
~tilized, and iu ma.oy places largely supersede the expensive syst.em ofirrigatiou now
m use. Parti es willing to construct these reservoirs should be liberally dealt with
respectfog the lands neP<lerl for th eir use, as many acres will necessarily have to be inundated by overflow w11ich will be entirely useless for agricultural purposes. The
rio-ht of occupancy fort be construction of reservoirs shonld be freely and liberaliy
granted, and laws shot1ld be enacted giving every encourgement consistent with public policy.
·
Very respectfully,
JOHN HISE,
United States Surveyor-General Joi- Ariiona,
Hon. s. M. STOCKSLAGER,
Commiaaioner of the General Land Office, Washington, D. C,
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UNITED STATES SURVEYOR-GENERAL'S OFFICE,

San Francisco, July 31, 1888.
I have the honor to submit in duplicate the annual report of this office in relation
to the surveying service in this district for the fiscal yeal' eud ing June 30, 1888.
Accompanying this report I beg leave to submit also duplicate tabular statements,
viz:
A-Statement of contracts entered into with deputy surrnyors for snrveys of public and private lands during the fiscal year ending June 30, 18!::i8.
B-Statement showing account of appropriation for salaries, contingent expenses,
special deposits, and private land claims, for the compensation of clerks and draughtsmen for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1888.
C-Statement of special deposits made by the Central Pacific Railroad Company
and its branches for the fiscal y0ar ending June 30, 1888.
'l'here were received 200 applications for surveys of mineral claims and 89 applications for reports upon placer claims locat,ed upon surveyed pul>lic laud , and the
necessary instructions issued by this office accordingly. '!'here were 75 r eport s upon
placer claims made under inetrnctious from this office r eceived, making a total of
5,140 letters and document,s received and 4,937 letter1:1 and documents attended to.
There was an increased activity in mining industries in this State during the year
jnst closed, as shown by the work t,bis office was called upon to perform and by the
deposits being $845.75 in excess of the preceding year.
The following-named persons were appoiuted mineral deputies during the past year:
Name.

C o u ~1_ _ _ _ _N_a_m_e_._ _ _ __

C. A. Robinson . .............. . Mariposa.
S. J. Harris .................. .
no
Carroll McTarnaban . ........ . Tuolumnt•. ,
Thomas M. Parsons ......... . San Bflrnardino.

11

County.

Rufus F. Herrick ............ Humboldt.
Christopher 8. Batterman . . . Almeda.
Henry S. Smith ...... ....... . Fresno.

The bonds of tho above deputies bave been duly approved.
D puty H. B. Choice, of Fresno, has resigned, and on the 22d day of Jul y last
Deputy James G. Hartwell was killed while in tbe performance of bis duties hy
falling down a shaft. This l aves a force of 54 United States mineral deputies in
varion portions of th State duly authorized to make mineral surveys under intrnctions from this office.
TilE PUBLIC.

id from th r gular written and recor<l work of this office an increa ed deruaud.
ha be n made upon th time of the clerks by the general public in the ·ea rch for
lan<l thro~ghout the_ tat . This service to the public has increa ed rather tban
~hat_ cl, o~mg to the 1mp_e us given to rea.l estate of all descriptions by the tide of
1mm1 rrahon con. ta.ntly dtrected hitb r.
PECIAL AGENT •

Inch im wbi~h could t~ ·rwi e b giv n to the r gular routine work of this
h, h n _g1v n to ·p ·tal , , nt , and gr at amount of work ha be n prepared for hem w the form of maps and transcript of field-note . and documents to
4
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facilitate the pursuit of their investigations. There were 24 copies of maps,. besid~s
numerous skeleton tracings and sketches made for the use of these officers, m addition to transeripts furnished.
THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT ATTORNEY,

Much time has been occupied also in preparing data for the United States district
attorney in the investigation of the fr~u~ulent surveys ~ade by John A. ~enson and
his assistants, and for which so many mdwtments were found by the Umted St,ates
grnnd jury.
.
. .
These cases are still pending and this office is at present engaged m ass1stmg, by
clerical help and otherwise, the institution of civil suits against the bondsmen of
fraudulent surveyo1·s.
APPLICATIONS AND PETITIONS.

There were 154 different applications made for the survey of public larnls during
the year by persons who made oath that they are bona fide settlers and who gave
at the same time a statement of the kind and value of their improveruents, the nature of their settlement, the class and character of the laud sought to be surveyed,
and other pertinent facts.
These petitions for survey were not confined to any particular portion of the State,
but were distributed throughout nearly all the counties. In each case the settlers
represented t,hat they were subjected to great inconvenience and hardship on account
of the land being uusurveyed. Some of the petitions came from towuships which were
included in the notorious Benson contracts, and the alleged surveys of which were rejected by the honorable Commissioner on the ground of fraud.
In all cases where petitions were received asking for the survey of public lands this
office required petitioners to make a verified statement of the nature of their settlement, class and character of the soil, and its adaptability to cultivation, and such
facts and circumstances as would enable an intelligent judgment to be formed respecting the propriety of extending the public surveys over the land sought to be
surveyed.
In almost all cases recommended by this office to the General Land Office a surve_y
has been authorized, the exception being where the land was known to be more valuable for its timber than for any other purpose, the appropriation for the survey of
the puulic lands being very wisely restricted to lands suitable for agricultural purposes and capable of supporting a large population.
~roposals for surveying are invited by posting notices both in this office and in the
Um~ed States local land office, which remain in a conspicuous place for thirty days.
Nottees are also mailed to the petitioners. In many cases this notice has escaped tlie
attenti?n of tliose from whom bids should be expected, and u11less the settler takes it
np<m 1I1mself to seek oqt some surveyor no bids will be received. I would respectfully rocommend tbat more publicity be gi veu to the notices inviting proposals f;'or the
government surveys, and would suggest in this connection that a notice be inserted
in a p~per nearest the laud, and also posted conspicuously in the local post-office.
SURVEYING RATES TOO LOW.

It fa next to impossible, furthermore, to secure bids for the performance of governm~nt work at the existing legal rates of mileage, viz, $5, $7, and $9 per mile, respectively, for section, township, and meander lines.
The lands yet remaining unsurveyed in California are chiefly hilly, mountainous,
and timbered in character, and no surveyor can take a contract at rates so low, and
make enou_gh to pay the expenses of his camping outfit alone. Such inadeq nate rate1,1
must ce~tamly have the tendency to make deputies hurry over their work and to acc~pt assistance from interested parties contrary to regulations. Adequate compensation must be paid before public surveys can be done expeditfously and honestly.
DRAUGHTING DEPARTMENT,

The total number of maps of all descriptions made was 1,496, classified as follows:
One hundred and forty pertaining to th(j surveys of public lands (including 51 for the
local lanJ-offices at Los Angeles and Independence, the originals of which were made
and ~pproved previous to the year 1860), 24 pertaining to private grant surveys, 1,209
to mrne_ral land surveys, 24 copies of township waps for the use of department special
agents m examining the work of deputy surveyors, 26 diagrams for t,be use of deputy
surveyora, and 73 maps and sketches of a miscellaneous character.
'rhe field-notes of 160 mineral surveys and those of G towm;hip surveys have been
examined, and the maps platted and approved.
INT 88-VOL I--26
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Six draughtsmen, including the principal, were employed during the fiscal year
and this number has been found to be nowise in excess of the requirements of thi~
office.
At this date there are ten sets of field-notes of mineral-land surveys a.waitmg their
turn in the regular order of business for examination and platting.
There are many maps of public land surveys needing to be restored, or, in other
words, in partial surveys of townships, the maps of which have been finally approved
and subsequent additional surveys are reported made. It has been the custom of this
office to amend the original map with a new certificate of approval by the surveyorgeneral; but in caliles where these additional surveys have been rejected by the honorable Commissioner of the General Land Office, it becomes necessary to replnce ul_)on
the official files copies of the maps of such finally approved surveys, the field-notes
and maps showing the rejected surveys being withdrawn from the official record.
By frequent use and by the most careful handling of the maps by the general public, it is perhaps unavoidable that they should have become defaced and at times almost oblitera ted. In many instances maps of private grants and public surveys
are found in such a condition that certified copies of the same have been made,
placed on file, and the originals withdrawn. I believe I may say within bounds that
hundreds of the maps in this office require copyfag, or they will soon lose their value
as records, many being at the present time in such condition as to make copying
d ifficult.
This division of the office is subject to considerable labor by reason of the lack of
copies of the Manual of Surveying Instructions. The Manual of May 3, 1881, should
be revised in order to show the several changes and additions made by the General
Laud Office subseqnent to its issue. The deputy surveyors now in the field are believed to be fully competent to prosecute their work successfully; but unless they
are furnished with some additional guide other than the usual text-books of their
profession, they can hardly be expect,ed to comply with requirements with the nature
of which they have had but little experience.
It is of freqLrnnt occurrence that upon the return of field-notes by the deputies
copious extracts mnst be made from the Manual for their instruction. This increases
the clerical labor, as it very frequently involves the repeated return of field-notes for
correction . An extract from tbe Manual was printed and distributed. This extract
has proved very useful to tht\ surveyors fort.heir information as to the proper setting
and marking of corners, but a full knowledge of the minute requirements in the surveys of the public lauds can be obr:ained only by a thorough understanding of the
rules as laid down at length in the Manual of Instructions.
SPANISH ARCHIVE DEPARTMENT,

Since my last yearly report to you I am pleased to inform you that the work in this
archive department is steadily progressing, and that I have now completeu copies
and translations of all the original title papers and documents that were filed in the
813 land claims pre8ented to tlle United States board of land commissiooel's, and
also of all expedientes and Spanish records, books, etc., that reln.te to Mexican land
grants in California.
The archives copied ancl translated are classified as follows:
580 complete •xpedientes, ~
315 incvmplete expedientes, with all documents and papers relative thereto.
54 incomplete expedientes,
All papers aud documents preHented in 270 cases where no original record of proceedin gH relative thereto could lte found in the archives.
All documents t,hat have at different times been deposited by private parties since
the clat of the American occupation.
Book No. 1, R gister of Brands and Marks.
Book o. 2, R •cord of Grants from 1833 to 1836.
Book o. 3, l egi try of Titles, 1H41, 11342, and 1843.
Book o. 4, R gi try of Titles, 1844 and 1845.
Book o. 5, Record of Pos es ion , 1 35 to 1842.
ook ~ o. 6, R cord of Pos e siou , 1 35 to 1840.
Bo k ro. 7, R gi try of Posses ions from 1 1 to 1842•
. All tb abov i contain din 2'1 larg volumes of copies a.nd translations, numbermg l ,20 page. or 1,000 folio of writing, b sides 623 tracings of oriofoal
map of
0
th , •r at r portions. of th rancho to which tho title papers refer.
Bach volum ~la 1t. ~orr ·ponding indClx. A.t }lr sent I am engaged in completing
O!]e voltun
nll~l .d 11.·c ll. n ou
ocurn nts, or transfer that ihow the chain of
htl • f~ol?- tb oriip~al ,~ant e to th parties who presented the claim to the land
Onll111 1 n for ·onUrm: t1 n.
In <lo~n~ h ~·ork. I bav c r fnlly gr g· t d the archives and have a.no xed to
h on 'lllal oxp ·diente not ouly all of the original title papers that were filed by
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the individual claimants in their respective cases? but al~o all oth~r.papers that rel~te
·u an wa to the rancho or tract of land applied for m the or1grnal re~ord ?f pro:eedi!gs. yMy object in doing this has be.en to facilitat~ matters and to s1mp1Ify tb_e
manner of obtaining and giving informat10n on the subJect, whenever a proper apphcation therefor is made to this office.
.
.
Whoever examines these transcripts will find at one glance all the proceedmgs that
were had upon the petition of any individual for specified tra?t _of land up to the
date of the presentatio~ of the clai~ to ~he board ofland comm1ss10ners. -~· he work
which is now progressmg and which will be fo_u~d to _b~ of great ~3:lue 1s tha~ of
making an abstract in English of the ge?eral, civil, poh~rnal, ~nd military archives
of the country from the year 1765 to 1846 that are contamed m 255 large volumes,
98 of which have been completed.
The work when finished will be of great benefit not only to the government but
to the historiar;. and general public. "By it the seeker for inform~tion wi~l be enabled
to find in a few moments what he can not discover at present without drfficulty and
labor.
The abstract of the several series has been made separate, and the general index
will include not only the contents of the 255 volumes of Spanish archives but also
all the sub_ject-matter contained in the military papers of 1846, 1817, 184~, and 1849.
During the past year I have had to make numerous reports upon the title to several ranchos, and have made two trips to the city of Los Angeles with the chief of
archives of this office for the purpose of collecting government records, some of which,
after diligent effort, are at present in this office and properly form a part of these
Mexican archives.
The recent discovery of title in the United States to certain lands in the city of Los
Angeles is a positive proof of the importance of these records. In order, therefore,
to properly preserve all these archives that relate to land titles, I would recommend
that a new safe be obtained for the purpose of properly preserving archive documents,
since the one that was purchased for that purpose is being used for documentary evidence in the Benson cases.
SWAMP AND OVERFLOWED LAND AND PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS.

There have been twelve new cases during the year, and suspensions made in the
various local land offices accordingJy. Nearly all of the tracts affected are located in
the northeastern portion of the State.
There are twenty-Jive unfinished cases (wherein no hearing has been had at all)
still pending before the office. Several of these are old cases w bich are in condition
for healing as soon as the µarties in interest make application for the same.
Three cases were heard during the month of May, but no uecision has as y~t been
rendered. In these cases the testimony offered was all on the part of the claimants
under the State of California.
I can add nothing in relation to the work of the private land claims department to
what was embodied in my report oflast year.
The patent to the Rancho Cabezade Santa Rosa ( par.t of), James Eldridge, confirmee,
and patent to "lands near San Juan Bautista," Rufino Castro et al. confirmees, have
been delivered to the persons entitled to receive the same, and the fees due upon the
same deposited.
':['he pa.tent ~o.tbe Rancho San Josey Sur Chiquito has been received. and is now in
this office awa1trng pleasure of claimants.
INSUFFICIENT APPROPRIATION,

. This. office has not yet been informed of the amount appropriated by Congress for
1ts mamtenance during the present fiscal year. From the amount of work done by
the comparatively limited number of assistants it will readily be seen that to decrease
the for~e mus~ result in the neglect of some portion of the legitimate official business,
and serwusly mterfere with the expedition of public business. Notwithstanding the
fact that an equal if not a greater amount of work is being done in this office than
under the former administration, the cost of its maintenance during the past :fiscal
year has been many thousand dollars less than that of any preceding; I can not see
how a further reduction is consistent with good government. Should the draughting
uepartment be decreased much dissatisfaction will be expressed by the mine owners,
w~o. even now are oftentimes compelled to wait some weeks for the platting of their
mmmg notes, upon the speedy completion of which often important interests depend.
Should the clerical force be decreased it will be impossible to answer ovPn briefly
the ?umber of letters received by this office, and those who by reasou of this fail to
rece1 ve replies to their communications will certainly be much dissatisfied and pos!ibly injured. The dismissal of the clerk in charge of the private land claims must of
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necessity result in the discontinuance of the swamp land cases and other business
pertaining to that department. The discontinuance in copying and transcribin~ the
various papers in the Mexican archive department would render it impossible to
furnish the government the necess:ny information, and in fact to all parties interested
in litigating the boundary lines and titles of Mexican grants. Much of this litigation
is now being c~nied on in this State, and interested parties and attorneys are entirely
dependent upon the information furnished by this office.
.
I confess a desire to s1tirk the responsibility uf choosing which of tho various
branches of this office shall be discontinued, as a material further reduction will
be necessary if but the amount which I have seen stated in the "press" is available
for maintenance of this office. I would therefore request that I be advised, and I
would prefer, instructed, as to whose services to dispense with in the office. The
unprecedented immigration to this State, its rapidly increasing population, and the
enhancement in the valne of its land should be a sufficient reason to the governm nt
not to discontinue any branch of this office, upon which much of the future prosperity
of the State is dependent, and it is-my duty to state that in my judg111ent the services
of none of the empfoyes can be dispensed with without injury to the State and its
people.
A most determined effort for economy and the selection of a thoroughly competent
and industrious force of employes has made it possible for me to reduce the expenses
of this office from $55,000 per annum in lt-,83, and $48,000 per annum in 1885, to$3 l ,000
per annum during the present fiscal year, and every possible reduction con~1Steut
with a proper administ.ration of this office has been made.
I append a short supplemental report showing the status of the various suits inst ituted in behalf of the government in this State during the past two years, and a statement of the benefit to the State by the expose and disclosure of both land and ~urv~y
frauds in past years, and other details pertaining t.o this matter, which I believe 1t
not only my duty to lay before you but which I think will be of interest to the department.
MEXICAN GRANTS.

Relative to these grants, which cover almost one-twelfth of this State, I can acld
but little to my report of last year, which treated of this subject in <lctail, showing
the origin of Mexican grants, how secured and confirmed, and pointed out specitic
instances of fraud in the securing thereof; nevertheless I am of the opinion then expressed that to attack the title of these ranchos, some of which have been patented
uy the United States for more than thirty years, is to lessen the confidence in tlio
security of titles issuetl by this government. A successful attack upon any ptitented
rancho would not restore its acreage to the public domain, but ,vould in most cases
benefit individuals only. I was instructed by you under date of May 3, 1888, to resurvey tbe Las Pulgas rancho in conformity with tbe request of t,he attorney for tho
ow11ers of an adjoining rancho, the area of which was sought to be increased as tl1at
of the other was diminished l)y the new survey. I was also instructed that tho rcurvey was to be made to conform to the specific details contaiuetl in tbe roqu t of
the attorney referred to. Under date of June 14, 1888, I wrote you a complete letter
on this subject, asking your attention to the fact that tho petition referred to contaiuec1 the details of the surveys petitioned for, descri l)ing even the starting point of
the survey, and asked: "First. That in the smvey the meanderings of the l)ay shore
line from the point of beginning of the survey should follow the present 'ordinary
high-water mark,'" and I reported that '' to ·follow this line now after a lapso of
over thirty years since the patented survey was made would without doubt create
nudeserved trouble to the title of the adjoining salt marsh lands, acquired from the
'tate and improved after the boundaries of Las Pulgas were patented by the uitcd
tates. I therefore propose that this part of the description should lie changed to
' th •uc following the bay shore line as the same was patented.'"
I can not doubt for a moment but that you will sustain me in this view ofth ca. e,
fo~ t_h er bas never been any dispute as to the proper meanclcring of th hay in tl.w
0:1 •wal urvey, and the corr ctness of the lines so patented has ll vcr b
n <JUe. ~on ·d, th . only point io ']_u tion l?eing the location of the line parallel to this shore
hn and distant 1 1 ague from it; ancl in order to determine that location or to
·h 11
hat line as now vat nt d it is not ncce sa.ry to resurvey ibc shore lin of
- ~h ha a th Y. now xi ~' i r u:nqu tioriably somo changes have taken plac durm th• pa t h1rty y ar lll th lme ~f d markation, which was v ry properly selected
and pat nt d a th prop r lJ unclar1 b w u the water and the ranch lin .
~ can con . ive of n
n fit r obj ct in changing theso line , exc pt it b to A t
a 1 • the utJr_ at n f tl~ L:i _l'ulgas and not that portion only which is iu di·p_n . R o~ 010~ ~1 111 w11 of 1tl t M xican ~rant8 bring, int onrt the que 10n o~ tb ·tr val11l1t,v _a wc•Jl a. thl' <]11<' ·t ion of their arras. All thi wa. pa.. · cl
~pou ·1th th. h
_rntcrl, t: · •onrt: or liy a laud eommi ·sion of ,,minently qnalij '
' n 1 ·m n PP m cl hy t1! 1; Pr ·:111 •u L u!lclor au act of Cougrcs of 1s-u. The
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United States patents issued to Mexican &'ran~s in thi~ S~ate are the result of judicial
determination either of the courts or of t~11s. comm1ss1?n: Many of ~be ~1tnesses
whose testimony unquestionably was material 1~ the dec1dmg of ~he pomts mvol~ed
Jiave long since passed away. The reasons which may haYe gmded those definmg
the boundaries of these grants are unknown to us. We have no reaso1;1 ~o suppo_se
t,bat a judicial determination to-day w_ould be more honest than the _ong;mal deCJS·
ion. Could I see any benefit to_be der_1ved by t1:te gov:ernment _or (which 1s _the same
thing) by the people I would view t,h1s matter ma drfferent light. I realize, ~owever that I am not the judge of this matter, nor do I arrogate to myself the ngbt
eved to criticise the actions of my superior officers, but I claim the privilege of placing before them my views upon the subject, whether they carry weight or not.
R. P. HAMMOND, Jr.,
United States Surveyor-General jot· Cctlifm·nia.
Hon.

COMMISSIONER OF THE GENERAL LAND OFFICE,

Washington, D. C.

A.-S.tatementof contractsenteted into by the United States surveyor-genemlfor California
with deputy snrveyors, f01· the sui·vey of public lands during ~lie fiscal yea1· ending June
:{O, 1888, and payable out of the public appropriation for that year.

Name of deputy.

Date of
contract.

Location of field work.

Meridian.

Amount
of'
contract.

---1887.
Preston Davis (No. 10) . .July 8
J. T. Pennington (No.
11.)

.July 7
~

R. P. Hammond, jr ..•. Sept. 13

Albert H. Ruxton (No.
12.)

Sept. 24

Jas. H. Wilkins (No.
13.)

Oct. 30

II. W. McCray ......... Deo. ]5

L. Evans (No.14) •••••• Dec. 21
Z. B. Stuart (No. 15) .... Dec. 29
S. II. Rice (No. 16) .••... Dec. 30
1888.
Feb. 6

Riobard C. Cridge (No.
17).

R.R. Harris .....•...•.• Feb. 20
A.G. Ruxton (No.18) .. Feb. 29

C. A. Robinson (N o.19). Mar. 17
E. L. Dorn (No. 20) ..... Mar. 21
.A. T. Welton (No. 22) .. May 18

Complete the survey of the public lands in
T. 7 N., R. 6 W.
Survey the boundaries of a certain island in
the Sacramento River, approximat,ely in
sec. 32, T. 19 N .. R. 1 W., described as containing about 80 acres, together with l'UCh
township and section lines as may be necessary.
Survey* west boundary Capitan Indian Reservation.
3 miles base lines, 2 miles ranch lines, and 4
miles section lines to complete the survey
of T. 1 S., R. 15 W.
½mile township lines, 14½ miles section lines,
and 2½ miles meander lines to complete the
surve.v of' T. 14 N., R. 1 E.
To run a few test lines* from the· " One
league line" temporarily located by deputy ..Tobu W. Bost, on the Pulgas Rancho
to the edge of the Estros of San Francisco
Bay, as authoriz_ed in letter "D " from the
honorable Acting Commissioner, dated December 2, 1887.
Complete the surveys* in 'l'. 13 N., R. 7 W ...
2½ miles township lines, 7 miles ranch lines,
and 6 miles section lines to complete the
surveys in T. 1 S., R. 5 W.
Survey* west boundary Section 19 to complete the survey in ·T. 15 N., R. 12 W.
2 miles towmihip lines, 2 miles section lines,
and 5 miles ranch lines, to complete the
surveys in T. 9 N., R. 33 W.
Surveyk of Sec. 6, T. 27 ~ .• R. 12 E .............
Oa miles township lines, 17 miles section lines,
and 14 miles ranch lines to complete surveys
in T. 2 N., R. 14 W.; 14 miles township lilies
and 60 miles section lines to complete surveys in T. 3 N., R. 14 W. ; 2½ miles township
lines and one-half mile section lines to comtete surveys in T. 4N., R. 17 W.
A out 8 miles township lines and about 64
~iles of' section lines, to complete surveys§
m T. 23 N., R.17 W.
15 miles section lines to complete surveys in
T.12 S .. R.3 W.
5 miles section lines to completr-i surveys in
T. 16 N., R. 5 W.

* Special instructions.

l Returned amount, t84.26.

M.D.M.

$70. 00

M.D.M.

27. 00

·······--·

t84. 25

S.B.M ..

61. 00

H.M ....

98. 50

M.D.M.

t115. 60

M.D.M.
S.B.M ..

80. 50
7. 50

M.D.M.

25. 00

S.B.M ..

69. 00

M.D.M.
S.B.M ..

50. 00
674. 50

M.D."M.

439. 00

-

S.B.M ..

75. 00

M.D.M.

25. 00

1 Returned amount, $115.60.

~

Payable from special deposits.
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B.-The Unite.d States in account with R. P. Hammond, jr., United States s111·1 eyo1·-general
for the dist1·ict of California, for fiscal _year ending June 30, 1888, 1mder bond dated
March 31, 1886.
CR.

DR.

Date.

Amaunt.

Disbursements.

1887.
Sept. 30 To disbursements, first quarter.
Dec. 31 To disbursements, second
1888.
quarter.
Mar. 31 To disbursements, third
quarter.
June 30 To disbur,rnments, fourth
quarter.
June 30 To balance refunded per
certificate No. 112.

I

$1,839.20

1887.
July 1

1,837.50

Deposits.

By apportionment for salaries, district of California.

$9,250.00

3,727.50
8.30

=-=
286. 59

9,250.00
1887.
July 1

431. 25

By apportionment for contingent expenses for district of California.

501. 72
2,000.00

Bv apfortionment
for
'specia deposits, district
of California.

1887.
Sept. 30 To disbursements, first quarter.
Dec. 31 To disbursements, second
1888.
quarter.
:Mar. 31 To disbursements, third
quarter.
June 30 To disbursements, fourth
quarter.
Jone30 To balance refunded. __ .... .

Amount.

$7,823.17
7,864.59

22,000.00

22,000.00

RECAPITULATION.

Disbursements.

2; 000. 00

565. 30

22,000.00

DR.

===

215.14

2,000.00
1887.
- - - - 1887.
5,697.88 July
Sept. 30 To disbursements, first quarter.
5,595.85
Dec. 31 To disbursements, second
1888.
quarter.
Mar. 81 To disbursements, third
5,591.52
qua,ter.
3,949.85
June 30 To disbursements, fourth
quarter.
June 80 To balance refunded, per
1,165.41
certificate No. 111.

Date.

Amount.

1,837.50

9,250.00

1887.
Sept. 30 To disbursements, first quarter.
Dec. 31 To disbursements, second
quarter.
1888
Mar. 31 To disbnrsements, third
quarter.
June 30 To disbursements, fourth
quarter.
June 80 To balance refunded per
certificate No. 110.

Date.

Date.

Cn.
Deposits.

1887. •
July 1 By apportionment United
~tJ:sr~~rc!rJ:r;;T~.era1's

Amount.

$33,250.00

7,644.16
8,242.65
1,675.43
33,250.00

33,250.00

ompurative tabulated statement of expenditures for the ye<1,rs 1884 to 1888, inclmive.
1883-'84.

To

-- •..• - - •• - .• - •..• - •• - -. •• -- . .

65, 526. ll

1884-'85.

63,616.10

1885-'86.

48. 818. 67

1886-'87.

1887-'88.

$8,251.30
1,979.75
19,613.50
1,994.51

$9,241.70
1,498.28
20,834.69

31,839.06

31. 57'-67
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c.-Slatemen.t of special deposits made by the Central Pacific Raifroad Company and its
branches during fiscal yea1· ending ,fune :10, 1888.
Date of
No. deposit.
1887.
60 Sept. 1
76
77
78
82
83
Bi
88
89
90
91
92
99
100
101
102
103
104
105
107
108
109
120

Sept. 14
Sept. 14
Sept. 14
Sept.10
Sept.19
Sept. 23
Sept. 23
Sept. 23
Sept,. 23
SeJ.)t. 23
Sept. 23
Sept. 27
Sept. 27
Sept. 29
Sept. 29
Sept. 29
-Sept. 30
Sept. 30
Oct. 4
Oct. 4
Oct. 4
Oct. 13

121
122
123
124
125
126
130

Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.

131
182

Oct. 18
D ec . 30

183

Dec. 30
1888.
.Tan. 16

193

13
13
13
13
13

13
18

Depositor.

Railroad Company .

Jerome Mad· Southern Paden.
cific.
.•.. do ..........••. do •..•..••.
.... do ............. do ........ .
... do ......•...••. do •.•...••.
.. do . .••........ . do .... . ... .
.... do .••.•........ do ........ .
..•. do ....•.•...... do .......•.
.. .. Jo ... .. ..•..... do .•....•..
... . do .••...•.. . .. . do •.•......
.... do ..........••. do . .•......
.. do .....•.....•. do .••......
.... do . .........•. do ....•.••.
.... do ......•• . ..•. do .••.•.••.
... do ......... . ... do .••.•.••.
. .. . do .•.......... do •••...•..
.... do· .•. ... ....... do .••...••.
.. .. do . ..... .•. .. •. do •.....••.
. ... do ...... .. ..... do ..•...••.
.... do .... •. .••... . do .•....••.
.... do ......... . . . do ....... ..
.... do .......•... .. do* ....••..
.... do ...... • . . . ... dot ...•..•.
W. H. Mills... Central Pa·
cific.
... do .••••..•..•.. do ..••••...
.. .. do ............ . do ........ .
. . .. do .•....••..... do ........ .
.... do ...... . .. ... . do ..•..•...
.... do ..•.......... do . ....... .
. ... do ..•. . ....... . do ...•.....
J erome Mad- Southern Pa·
den.
cific.
do ............. do .•••.....
W. H. Mills... Central Pacific.t
. ... do ........ ..... do+······ •.

237

J erome Mad· Southern Paden.
cific.
Mar. 20 .... do .•........... do .••...••.

240

Mar. 24

250
260
276
277
286

LiS t
No.

Land district.

Limit.

Office
work.

Survey.

$92. 73

$278.19

... . do •.••.
11. 78
.... do .....
38.47
.•. . do .....
161.40
50. 94
. ••. do .....
73. 76
. .•. do •.••.
439. 21
.... do . ... .
117. 37
.. . . do ..•..
.•.. do •.... 1,147.46
173. 90
. ... do .....
24. 30
.... do .....
. ... do ..•..
10. 46
.•.. do .....
39. 60
.••. do . .•..
84. 86
. . •. do .....
242. 99
.••. do •....
89. 56
.... do . .... 1,253.43
25. 20
•••• do .••••
195. 75
.... do ..•• .
14. 28
~ ... do ..••.
212. 16
.•.. do ..•• .
28. 63
.•.. do .....
.••. do . .•.. 1,934.10

35. 34
115. 42
484. 20
152. 83
~l.28
1,317.62
352.10
3,442.36
521. 70
72. 90
31. 39
118. 80
254. 57
728. 97
358. 26
3, 76ll. 29
75. flO
587. 26
42. 85
636. 49
85.88
5,802.30

.••. do .•.....••.
..•. do ..•.......
..•. do ..........
.... do .......•..
. ... do . ••... . ...
]7 ... . do ..........
29 Visalia ...•.•..

.•• . do
.. .. do
.•.. do
.... do
..•. do
.... do
.••. do

6,447.68
168. 68
65. 95
858. 60
367. 20
171. 03
10. 80

9
15

25
15
14
8
13
12
23
24
26
24
23
16

27
27
26
28
25
2
1
28
29
30
11

Visalia.••••••.. Indemnity
San Francisco .
.... do .....•• .. .
Stoc'l-oton . . .... .
San Francisco .
.... do
Visalia..••..•..
.... do· .•.....•..
.. . . do ..........
Los Angeles ...
.... do •..•.•..•.
San Francisco .
Los Angeles ...
Visalia .........
Los Angeles ..
Visalia... . .....
Los .A.n~eles ...
Independence ..
.... do ..........
Los Angeles . ..
. ... do •••....••.
Los Angeles ...
Shasta .•••••..

12
13
14
15
16

Stockton
Marysville

... .. 2,149.23
56. 23
.••..
21. 98
.....
..•. .
286. 20
.....
122. 40
57.01
.....
.....
3. 60

..... Granted ..

.... do .....

2. 70
30. 26

8.10
90. 81

15 .••• do .•••••.... Indemnity .

146. 71

440.13

30

Visalia ...••••• .•• . do .....

1.80

5.40

32

Los Angeles ... . ... do .•...

35.10

105. 30

W. H. \fills .. . Central

Pa2 Susanville . .••..... do... . .
624. 05 1,872.14
cific.
.. do . .... .... . ••. dot . • • . . . • .
16 Marysville • • . . Granted . .
. 90
2. 70
J erome Mad- Southern Pa31 Visalia .....•.. Indemnity.
21. 00
64. 80
den.
cific.
.A.pr. 17 ..•. do .... •........ do ......•. ,
41 Los Angeles ... Granted . .
7. 20
21. 60
Apr. 17 . . do .... .... ...•. do.........
40 ... do ... .. ..... ... . do . . . . .
367. 32 1,101.96
.Tune 27 W. H. Mills ... Central Pa25 Sau Francisco . . ..• .. .. . . . .
1. 00
3. 01
cific.
--- --Total. ••...•••••..••••••....•••.•••••••••••..•....••.....•.. 10,397.63 31,282.49
Apr. 2
.Apr. 7

kMainline.

t Branch line.

t California and Oregon Branch.

REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR-GENERAL OF COLORADO.

UNITE:O STATES

SUitVEY0R-GENERAL'S

OFFICE,

Denver, Colo., July 20, 1888.

I have the honor to submit in duplicate the annual report-of this office relative to
the ·surveyiug servfoe during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1888. I also submit in
duplicate tabular statements as follows:
A.-Statement of contracts entered into with deputy surveyors for the survey of
public lands, payable out of appropriation for the fiscal year ending ,June 30, 1888,
also out of appropriation for surveying abandoned military reservations made by
act of March 3, 181'l5, and out of appropriationfor survey of Indian reservation bound., aries made by act of Mar~h 2, 1887.
B.-Statement of plats and transcript.s made of surveys of public lands and approved during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1888.
C.-Statement of descriptive lists or condensed field-notes of public surveys sent
to the United States land offices in Colorado during tbe fiscal year ending Jnne 30,
1888.
D.-Statement of surveys of mining claims approved during the fiscal year ending
Jnne 3u, 1888.
.
E.-Statement of mineral surveys, original and amended, ordered during the fiscal
year ending June 30, le88.
F.-Stat,ement of following accounts for the fiscal year ending June 30, 18138:
(1) Reg:ular appropriation for the salaries of the surveyor-general and clerks.
(2) Regular appropriation for contingent expenses.
(3) Special deposits made by claimants for dffice work on mining claims.
G.-Statement, of miscellaneous work in connection with mineral surveys for the
year ending June 30, lcl88.
'l'here were received in this office during the year 5,423 letters and documents relative to public business, and 4,407 letters were written during the same period.
There were 695 applications for surveys of mineral claims and for descriptive reports on placer claims. One hundred and two applications were received for the
survey of public lands.
Eighteen contracts were made for the survey of public lands, involving the issuance of elaborate special instructions in each case to a United States deputy surv yor
for the purpose of insuring the proper execution of the contract.
'fhe large number of applications for surveys of the public lands in various parts
of this rapidly growing State has caused considerau1e correspondence relative to the
nature and character of the lands sought to have surveyed.
Many letters have been received, principally from county snrveyors, asking advice
and directions ju the matter of the re- stal>li hment of missing, obliteratetl, or dim
corners; and also in regard to the subdivision of sections in peculiar cases, for instance.,
where corners are found out of alignment or not iu the place intended to be designated.
Although county surveyors are obliged to comply with the regulations of the State
~aws in regard to the subdivision of sections, the semi-official answers and data grat111tously given them by this office bave aid d considerably in f:!ettling vexed questions
and prev nting tho nee ity of asking the suspension of townships froru ntry by
!h c~epa.r_tment. This bas occurred chiefly in tbe eastern part of the State, where
1mm•grat10~ was very great 1:ii:it y ar, wit,h the prospect of a still greater nnmber of
p r on ommg to mak their born sin that part of the tate.
In thi connecti n I b g leave to call att ntion to my report of last year, in which
th fraudulent character of the surv ys formerly rnado and now existing fo eastern
'olorarlo is ~entioncd. Every portion of this ection is being rapidly seLtled, and
l tt r ar dally r c ived from there r porting the inaccuracy or absence of corner
an 1 a. kio 17 for r lief. 'ounty surv yors are oft n employed u'ml •r the tat tatute
to corr. t th . rr<;>r and r - . tahli b corn('r., but such work h •ing li, ble to change
hy their nee ors mo~ · do . not afford the · u e of secnrity dr ir cl. I am oft n
r<) u t
t allow a mt cl ta..t d puty surveyor to tabli -1.i lost or mis. ing corn ,rs fr m he gov rnm nt fiPl<.1-not s, thus giving th m n.n official <'haracter which
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the can not otherwise possess, and as s~ttler_s ~re willing _to det~ar all th~ expe~, ,
of la.ch work I would suggest a change 111: ex1stmg regulations? g1ymg ~un eyor-b nerals the necessary authority for such action 1 to be use?- at their d1scret1on.
I desire also to report that in the mountamous portions of the State st:ch ~urveys
of the public lands as are found necessary in the interests of farmers and 1mm_1grant
can not be made at the rates now allowed by law. Cases have occu_rred du_nng the
past year where advertisements for bids at these rates haye not elic1~ed a_smg:le _response, and this result may be expected in the future, alt?ough t?e rap_1d ly mcrea rng
population re~ders ~he nece~sity for such surveys more 1mperat1ve ~a1ly. I can ?ot
press the c011s1derat10n of this matter too urgently upon your attention. Tlle cba1 n. ter of the country renders the class of wor~ of which I speak e~pensive, dangoron, ,
and slow. To insure accuracy and good titles to _settlers, and m many cases ~o obtain a survey at all, it will be necessary to authorize ~u~mented rates. ~erm1t m
to again call attention to the fact that the appropr1at1on for the contrngent xpenses of this office is but $1,500, which amount is wholly absorbed in tlie single item
of office rent. Such items as the salary of a messenger, printing, stationery1 o~ee
snppli11s, and telephone slalrvice, which should be provided for in the appropr1at10u,
and which items are very large in an office 0f this magnitude, are now obliged to b
met out of the sped al deposits made for office work on mining claims. Thi~ proceclur
works obvious injustice to such depositors, as the number of drn.ughtsmen and copyists employed is thereby less than should properly he the case, and the work of platting and examining mineral claims is retarded to that extent. I consider that $4,000
should be annually appropr:iated for the contingent expenses of the office.
Further injustice to depositors for mineral work is found in the fact that durinothe past year it has been found necessary to employ and pay from the special-deposit
fund several clerks to perform the necessary office work in connection with the contracts made during the fiscal year for surveys of public lands. Even with this assi tance it is found t,hat the work of preparing descriptive lists of land surveys for use in
local land offices in the State is far behind the condition in which it should be. I
would therefore ur~ently request increased appropriation for "salaries of surveyorgeneral and clerks' in this office.
The depositors who create the special-deposit fund for the expense of office work in
connection with mining claims are entitled, as it appears to me, to have the whole
amount of such fund applied strictly to the diligent prosecution of the work for which
the deposi_t w~s intende_d,_ as time is always an important element in the prosecution
of an apphcat10n for a mmmg patent. Hence, when considerable amounts are divert eel
from this fu?d to other purposes, such as contingent expenses and clerical labor on
~and-surveymg contract::., as has been rendered necessary for some years past by t lie
rna~equacy of appropriations, the adverse results to the parties interested are too
obvious to be further dwelt upon.
I am, sir, very respectfully,
ONEY CARSTARPHEN,

Hon.

Surveyor-General/or Colorado.

s. M. STOCKSLAGER,

Commissioner of the General Land Office, Washington, D. 0.

A.-Statmnent of contracts entered into by the U. S. surveyor-general f01· Colomdo with
deputy surveyors for the survey of public lands during the fiscal year ending Jmie 30
1886.
·
•
'
[Payable out of regular appropriation for the year ending June 30, 1888.]
Date of
contract.

Character and location of field-work.

Name of deputy.

Estimated
a.m ount.

1887.

Apr. 29

May 17

Jone 13

W. H.Cochran*..... Survey of the subdivision al lines of ·s o much of Ts. 35 and
3_6 N., ~- l W. of New !1fexico principal meridian, as
h es outside the boundaries of the late Pao-osa
Springs
0
military l'eservation.
J. McCune~ ........ . Su~vey of the exterior and subdivisional lines of fractional T. 11 S.! R. 98 W. of the 6th principal meridian
an_d meander Imes of Grand River within the limits of
sa1d T.
Leonard Cutshaw* .. Suryey of the ~e~t exteriors of Ts. 9 an d 10 S., R. 89 W.
of the Gth prmc1pal mcriclian, the south exteriors MT.
0 S., ~- 89 W. of ~he 6th principal meridian, the east
e~t_er10rs of T. 11 S., R. 88 W. of the Gth·principal meridian, and the subdivisional lines of Ts. 9 and 10 S., R.
~~- and of T. 11 S., R. 88 W. of the 6th principal me-

~f

$375. 00

240. 00

1,073.00
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A.-Statement of contracts entered into by the D.S. suvveyor-general for Colorado with
deputy su1·veyors, etc.-Continued.
Date of
contract.

Name of deputy.

Character and location of field·work.

1887.

June 17
July 11

July 26

Oct. 15
Oct. 25

Oct. 25
Oct. 25
Oct. 26

Oct. 14
Nov. 14

W. H. Cochran* .••. Survey of the north and east exteriors and the snbdivis·
ional lines of T. 35 N., R. 1 E. New Mexico principal
meridian.
Ed ward S. Snell ••.. Survey of the we~t and fractional north exterior lines of
Ts. 4 and 5 S., R. 86 W. of the 6th principal meridian,
the west and north exterior lines of 'I.'. 5 S., R. 87 W.
of the 6th principal meridian, the au bdivisional lines
ofwesthalvesofTs. 4and5 S., R.86W.,andofT.5S.,
R. 87 W. of the 6th principal meridian.
William J_-Fine •••• Survey of the north and west boundarios of Ts. 45, 46, and
47N'., R. 2W., NewMexicof·incipalmeridian,andsub·
divisional lines ofTs.46 an 47N., R. 2 W. o.rthe New
Mexico principal meridian.
Leonard Cutshaw .•• Survey of the west boundary and subdivisional lines of
T. 7 S.,R.89 W. 6thprincioal meridian .
Leonard Cutshaw ••. Survey of the valley portion along the Roaring l<'ork and
Frying Pan creeks in T. 10 S., Rs. Si and 85 W., T. 9
S., Rs. 84, 85, and 86 W., T. 8 S., Rs. 8~, 85, 86, and 87 W.,
and T. 7 S., Rs. 87 and 88 W. of the 6th principal
meridian.
Surver
of the south and east boundaries and subdivis·
Benjamin F. Clark ..
iona lines of T. 7 S., R. 92 W. of 6th principal merid·
ian.
E. B. Sawyer .....••. Survey of north and ea.st bounda.ries and subdivisional
lines of T. 46 N., R. 7 W., New Mexico principal me·
ridian.
.
,
Thomas Withers ••. Resurvey of valley portions along the Blue river and
tribntal'ies in Ts. 3 and 4 S., R. 78 W., Ts. 2 and 3 S., R.
79 W., and Ts. 1, 2, and 3 S., R. 80 W. of 6th principal
meridian.
Examination
and retracement of lines in T. 5 S., Rs. 4'.l,
Thomas Withers ••.
43, 44, 45, and 46 W. of 6th principa.l meridian.
Examination,
retracement and establishment ofcon_nectJohn A. Storm .•.••.
ing lines in T. 36 N., R. 9 ,v., and in northern tier of
sections in T. 35 N., R. 9 W. of New Mexico principal
meridian.

Estimated
nmonnt.

$38(.00
000.00

852. 00

381. 00
1,650.00

366.00
384.00
800. 00

480. 00
350.00

1888.
Ma.r. 1

65. 00

liar. 21

400. 00

F. P. Monroe .••.•••• Resurvey of western and southern tier of sections of T.
6 S., R. 89 W. of 6th princi~al meridian.
Thomas Withers ••• Survey of the subdivisional ines of fractional Ts.11, 12,
13, i4, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, and 20 S., R. 41 W. of 6th £rinci·
gal meridian, and of closing lines upon east boun ary of
olorado.
Apr. 20 F. P. Monroe ........ Survey of the east and north exterior lines of Ts. 3, 4, and
5S.,Rs. 94, 95, nnd96W., and subdivisionallinesofT. 3 S.,
Rs. 94, 95, and 96 W., and of the survcyable portions
alovf. streams and tributaries of T. 4 S., Rs. 94, 05, and
96 . of 6th principal meridian.

2,250.00

,

[Payable out of the appropriation ma.de by act of March 3, 1885, for snrveying abandoned military
reservations.)
1887.
July 18

Edward S. Snell ...•. Survey of the outboundaries of the Old Fort Lyon military reservation in Colorado, also the resurvey of so
much of the lines of the public survey aA have been
obliterated within said reservation, 11nd the survey of
closing lines on both sides of said reservation.

$500. 00

[Pa.ya.blo out of tho appropriation made by act of March 2, 1887, for survey of boundaries of Indian
reservation.]
1888.
J u. 26

John A. Storm .••.•. Survey of the northern line of 'the Southern Ute Indian
Re t-rvation, in the State of Colorado, from th north·
w st corner of said reservation to the Mesa Verde, in
Colorado.

$435.00

ontrac s, although entered into in tho year ending Juno 30, 1887, were not m ntioned in the
• Tb
r port f,dlnr that Y r, b cawie they were made payable out of the regular appropriation for the ftacal
year en
June 80, 1888.
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B.-Plats and trarisoripts made of surveys dm·ing the fiscal year ending June 3p, 1888.
1

.Sh

~

s

-1£

-~1;l
-1£

~
OS

p:;

~

Description.

.

OS

~~
o.....
"'"''C
c;, •.,..

·~
~

3
3
3

1 Examination and position of
corners in T. 5 S., R. 42, 43,
44, and 45 W.
1 Subdivision T. 6 S., R. 91 W ..
1 Subdivision T. 6 S., R. 92 W ..
1 Subdivision T. 6 S., R. 93 .W ..

2
3
2

1
1
1

3
3
3
3
3
3
2

1
1

3
3
8
3
3
3
2

1
1

3
3

l

1
1
1
1

1
1

1
1
1
1

1886.
Oct. 6
1887.
Apr. 1

...........

Leonard Cutshaw ••.. July 30
.Aug. 10

3

1
1

3

1

13 Leonard Cutshaw •••.
13 .•••.. do ...•••••.••••••
13 ...•.. do ... ...••••••••.
11 John .A. Storm .••••••.

May
May
May
May
May
May
Apr.

11 .•••.. de ..••.•••..••••. Sept. 24

.Apr.
Apr.
A.pr.
.Apr.
June

11 •••••• clo .••••••••••••••

6
6
6
6
13

..... ,do •.••••••••••••.
.••••. do •.••••••••••...
..•••. do ..... •.••...••.
...... do . ...........••.
Leonard Cutshaw .•..

10

10
10
24

Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Oct.

2!
24
2i
24
24
14

Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.

14
14
22

1888.
Feb. 29
Feb. 29
Feb. 29
Feb. 29
Feb. 29
Feb. 29

14
14

1887.
Nov. 17
*Dec. 6

June 13 ...... do ••••••.•••..•.. Oct. 22
Nov. 30
... -

...........
July 11

....................

Edward S. Snell •••••• Dec.

3

July 11 .••••• do •.••.••••••.•.. Dec.

3

July 11 .••••. do .••••••••.••••. Dec.

3

July 11 .••... do ..••••••••••••. Dec.

3

6th .... Oct. 14

Thomas Withers •.••. Dec. 28

1886.
6th .••. June 29 Benjamin F. Clark .••.
6th .... June 29 .••... do ...••••.••.•••.
6th .... June 29 .••••• do •.••••••••...•.
1887.
ExteriorlinesofT. 7S.,R. 89W. 6th .••. Oct. 15 Leon:trd Cutshaw .••.
Subdivision T. 7 S., R 89 W .. 6th .••. Oct. 15 • •••.• do ...•.....••.••.
Ontbonndaries of old Fort
July 18 Eel ward S. Snell .•••••
Lvon military reservation.
Suliclivisiou T.'22 S., R. 47 W .. 6th .•.. July 18 ..•... do ..•••••.••.... .
Subdivision T. 32 S., R. 47 W .. 6th .••. July 18 .••••. do ..••••.•••.....
Subdivision T. 22 S., R. 48 W .. 6th .•.. July 18 •••••. do ....•••.••••.•..
Subdivision T. 23 S.,R. 48W .. 6th .... July 18 .••••. do ..•••••••••.••
Subdivision T. 22 S., R. 49 W .. 6th .... July 18 .••••. do ..••••••••.•••.
8ubdivision T. 23 S., R. 49 W .. 6th .. .. July 18 ..... . do ..•••.••••.•...
West and north boundaries T. N.M .. July 26 W. J. Fine ..•••••.••.
45, 46, and 47 N., R. 2 W.
Subdivision T. 46 N., R. 2 W .. N.M .. July 26 ...•.. do .•••••••••••••.
Subdivision T. 47 N., R. 2 W .. N.M .. July 26 ...••. do ......•.••.•••.
Subdivision T. 35 N., R. 1 W .. N.M .. Apr. 29 W. H. Cochran ..••••.
Subdivision T. 36 N., R. 1 W .. N.M .. Apr. 29 •••••. do .•••••••••...•.
Subdivi11ion T. 35 N., R. 2 W .. N.M .. Apr. 29 •••••• do •••••••••••••••
Subdivision T. 36 N., R. 2 W .. N.M .. Apr. 29 ..•... do ••••••••••••••.
N. and E. exteriors T. 35 N., N.M .. June 17 . ..... do ••••••••••.•••.
R. lE.
Subdivision T. 35 N., R. 1 E .. N.M .. June 17 .••••. do .••••••••••.•..
Diagram of lottin_gs in S. 32, 33, N.M .. ·---·-····
and 34, T. 34½ N., and T. 35
N.,R.0W.
Subdivision T. 11 S., R. 98 W .. 6th ..•. May 17 .A.McCune ••••••••••.
1888.
North boundary Southern Ute ........ Jan. 26 John .A. Storm .••.•••.
Reservation.
1886.
Resurvey of town site of Grand .......... June 3 H. B.Miner ..•••••.••.
Lake.

-

Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.

June
June
June
May

11 . ..... do ....•••••.•••••
6 A.McCune .•••••••...

"To claimant.

$~~

$:g] g

1888.
.Apr. 18
1887.
Aug. 29

--- . -·. -- --....... ····· -

11 ..•••. do ..••.•••.•••••.
11 .•••.. do ..•••••••.•.••.
11 .•.•.. do .....•...•••••.

..... ~'1:!
i=lCI.) A

AP.SCA

1887.
Charles Kemle .••••••. July 30

···-·········--·········

3

Date of
approval.

-.

1 T.34 N., R.10 W ·••••••••·••• · N.M ..
1 T.8 S., R.89 W .............• . 6th .•..
Correcting allotment in Secs. 6th .•..
3 and 4, T. 21 S., R. 62 W.
2 1 Exteriors T. 9 and 10 ~-, R. 89W. 6tb .•• .
a 1 Snbdi,ision T. 9 S., R. 89 W ... 6th ....
a 1 Subdivision T. 10 S., R. 89 W .. 5th ..•.
2 1 Exterior boundaries and con- 6th .••.
nection with Fort Sedgwick
military reservation.
3 l Subdivision T.11 N., R. 44 W .. 6th ....
a 1 Subclivision T. 12 N., R. 44 W .. 6th ....
3 1 Subdivision T. 11 N., R. 45 W .. 6th ....
3 1 SubtliviAion T.12 N., R. 45 W . . 6th ..•.
3 1 Subdivision T .11 N., R. 46 W .. 6th .••.
3 1 Subdivision T. 12 N., R. 46 W .. 6th ••••
2 1 Exterior lines, T.12 a.n d 13 Sd 6th .•..
R. 97 "\V., and Frac. T.12 an
13 s., R. 98 w.
3 1 Subdivision T.12 S., R. 96 "W .. 6th .••.
3 1 Subdivision T. 12 S., R. 97 W .. 6th .••.
3 1 Subdivision T.13 S., R. 96 W •• 6th .•..
3 1 Subdivision T.13 S., R. 97 W .. 6th ..•.
2 1 West exteriors of T.11, 12, 13, 6th .••.
and 14 S., R. 87 W.
3 1 Subdivision T. 11 S., R. 88, W .. 6th ....
a
Derivative claim No. 4, Virgil ........
and Saint Vrain grant.
2 1 Exteriors west halves T. 4 and 6th .•..
5 S., R. 06 W. and 'l'. 5 S., R.
87 w.
3 1 Subdivision west half T.4 S., 6th ..• .
R.86 w.
3 1 Subdivision west half T. 5 S., 6th .••.
R. 88 w.
3 1 S~.d~t~~n west half T. 5 S., 6th ....
4

By whom surveyed.

i:11-<

-

a
a
a

Date of
contract.

1888.
,Tan. 5
Jan. 5
Jan. 5

1888.
Feb. 29
Feb • 29
Fel.,• 29

Jan. 5
Jan. 5
Feb. 23
J<'oo.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Mar.

23
23
23
23
23
23
15

Mar.
Mar.
.Apr.
Apr.
Apr.
.Apr.
Apr.

15
15
20
20
20
20
20

.Apr. 20
.Apr. 26

May 6
May 22
June 30

Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar .
Mar.
Mar.

rt

13

13
13
13
13
13
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REPORT OF TH!: SECRET.ARY OF THE INTERIOR.

C.-Tra11scl'ipt of fl~ld-notes of JJublic surveys sent to the United States lancl o.tficrs from
the office of the Dnitecl States surveyor-general f01· Col01·ado during the fiscal yea,· ending
June 30, 1888.
·
Land office.

Description.

Principal
rnel'itlian.

Date of
contract.

Denver··-···-

Subdivbions of T. 7 N., R. 57 W ..•••••.•••••••••.••.••.••. 6th ....... . Dec. 29, 1880
!:iul11livisions of T. 8 N., R. 57 W-······-··············· -·-- 6th ...... . Dec. 20, 1 80
SuLdrvisions of T. 6 N., R.72 w __ ........................ . 6t.h·-··· ··· Oct. 28, 1880
Su Lui visions of T. 7 N., R. 72 W .••••• - -·-··-······ ..•..... Gth ...••••. A.ug. 4, 188t
SulHlivisions of T. 8 N., R. 72 W ......••. ......• ..••.••.•.. 6th.- ..... Aug. 4, k81
Subd~visions of T. 6 N., R. 80 W ..••.•• ·.•... ••.. ..••....... 6th ._ ..••.. Oct. 28, l&Sl
Suodivisions of T. 7 N., R. 80 W .....••• •..... .....••••.•.. (itb. __ ··••· Jnly 8, 18 O
Suodivisions of T. 6 N., R. 82 W .......................... . 6th. - ...... June 22, 18 2
Subdivisions of T. 5 N., R. 83 W .......................... . 6th ....•••. Jun e16,l 2
S•1bclivis ions of T. 6 N., R. 83 W .......................... . 6th._ ...... June 16, 1882
Subdivisions of T. 7 N., R. 83 W .......................... .
.. ·••••· JnnelG, 1882
Subdivisions of T. 8 N., R. 83 W .......................... . 6th
6th ....••. . June 17, 18 2
Subdivisions of T. 9 N., R. 83 W ...... .................... . 6th ... -· ... May 14, l St
Subdivisions of T. 6 S., R. 56 W ......................... .. 6th ....... . Der. 18, 1881
Subdivisions of T. 8 S., R. 56 W .................. ...... .. . 6th ..... _. , April 4, 18, o
13ubdivisions of T. 4 S., R. 63 W ..••••••••••• •••••••••.••.. 0th._ ..•••. Sopt. 27, 1866
Suodivisions of T. 5 S., R. 63 W . .••.••••••.•..••.•••••.... 6th ...... .. ~ept. 28, 1806
Subdivisions of T. 6 S., R. 63 W .......................... . 6th._··-··· Sept. 28. 1866
Sul}divisions ofT. 7 S., R. 63 W ...................... ... .. 6tli .. --···- Sept. 28, 1866
Subdivisions of T. 8 S., R. 63 W ................. ... .... _.. 6th .. ·-··-- Sept. 28, 1866
Subdivisions of T. 9 S., R. 63 W ....•••.•• .........••.•.... 6th ....... . Srpt. 20, 1806
Subdivisions of T. 10 S., R. 63
6Lh . . ··--·- 8l'])t. 26, 1 66
Subdivisions of T. 6 S., R. 65 W -······ ....... _.... : •...... Gtlt __ ·-··-· May 24, 1806
Subdivisions of T. 7--S., R. 65 W ....•.•.•....•......•••.... 6th ...•••.. May 24, 1866
L:i,mar ••• ,- .. . Snbdivisions of T. 25 S., R. 42 W _....•••.•........••••.•..
6th .. ·-·-·· Mar. 25, 1882
Subdivisions of T. 26 S., R. 42 W ••••••••••••...........•• 6th ...... . . Jan. 12, 18 1
Subdivisions of T. 27 S., R. 42 W ...... .. .......... ... -... . 6th __ ..... . Jan. 12, 1881
Sn bclivisions of T . 28 S., R. 42 W ...•.. . ...... •.•••••••.... 6th.-,., ••• Jan. 12, 1881
Snhdfrisions of T. 29 S., R 42 W ......................... . 0th .... ... . Jan. 12, !Sill
Subdivisions of T. 30 S., R. 42 W ....••••••••.........•.... Gth ·- ··--· Jan. 21, l !il
Snl,clivisions of T. 31 S., R. 42 W ............. ... ........ .. 6th. _.. _••. DPc. 20, I 880
Subdivisions of l'.18 S., R. 43 'W -··· ·- ................. - - . 6th ..••..• _ No,·. 20, 1880
Subdivisions of T. 19 S., R. 43 W ..•....•....•.••••....... 6th._ ....•. Nov. 20, l 80
Subdivisions of 'I'. 20 S., R. 43 W ......... ..... ···········- 6th.-·· ·· ··· Nov. 20, I PSO
Sub,livisions of T. 32 S., R. 43 W .•••••.•••.•...•.••• ••. - - . 6th. -·--·· · D c. 20, 181o
Subdivisions of T . 33 S., R. 43 W .....••••............ _.... 6th . . _... . Dec. 20, lt'80
Subdivisions of T. 19 S., R. 44 W ..••.•••••••••.••....••... Gth ....... . Nov . 20.18 IJ
Subdivisions of T. 20 s., R. 44 W_ ........................ . 6th._ ..... . Nov. 20, 1F80
Subdivisions of T. 23 S., R. H W .........•......••••••.... 6th.- ...••. }far. :.!5, 18 ' 2
Subflivisions of 'l'. 24 S., R. 44_W_ •••••••..•.•••••.••••••.. 6th . .•••••. Nov. 3, ]880
Subdivisions of T. 25 S., R. 44 W .••.••••••..••.•••••••••.. Gtll .• ·····- rov 3 1880
Suhdivi1:;ions of T. 26 S., R. 44 W .... .•.........••••• ...... 6th. - •..••. A 11 ,r.:·. !l'. 1880
Subdivisions of T. 27 S., R. 44 W ................... ..... . 6th.··· ···· Aug. 9, 1880
SuhrlidRions of T. 28 S., R.44 W ... -, .................... . 6th ..• .•••. Jan. 12, 18 l
Subclivisious of T . 29 S., R. 44 W_ .••.••..•••••.•••••.• ••.. 6t h .••.•••. Jan. 12, 1881
Subdivisions of T. 23 S., R. 45 W_ ............. ... . ....... . 6th._ ....•. Nov. 3, 18 0
Subdivisions of T. 24 S., R. 45 W -··········· ............ ., 6th . ...... . Nov. 3, 1880
Snb<livisions of T. 25 S., R. 45 W ......................... . 6th ....... . Nov. 3 18 0
Subdivisions of T. 26 S., R. 45 W .........•.. .........•.•.. 6th . ...... . Dec. G, 1 80
Subdivisions of '.I.'. 27 S., R. 45 W ..................... _... . 6th .... _. __ Dec. 6, lf80
Su bdivisious of 'I'. 28 S., R. 45 W ....••.•.•...•...••.... __ _ Gth ....... . Dec. G, 1 80
Sn hclivisions of '.I.'. 29 S., R. 45 \V .•....•.••••••...•••.•.... 6th .-·· .. .. Jan. 12, l 81
Subdivfaions of T. 30 S., R.45 W -.................... .... . Gtb ....... . J'an. 12, J&H
Subdivisions of T. 31 S., R 45 W .. ·-······················ 61h ...... .. nee. 18, 18•0
Subdivisions of T. 32 S., R 45 W ... ............ .. ....... . . Gtb. -···· - . Dec. 18, 1 80
Suhdivisions of T. 3H S., R. 45 W_ ........... _. ·-··--······ 6th -·- ···· Dee. 18, 1880
llbdivi,iions of 'I'. 25 S., R. 4c6 "\V . .................... _.. .. 6th._ ..... . Nov. :l, I ;O
Subdivisions of T. 26 S., R. 46 W . .... ... .... ............ _. 6th __ .. . .. Jan. 19, I nl
Su bdivisious of T 27 S., R. 46 W. _. ................... .. .. 6th - - .... .. Dec . 6, l t SO
Subrlivisiona of T. 28 S., R.40 W .. ......... ............. _. 6th.-····· · Dl-<'. O. ll'
ubclivisio11s ofT.29 ·., R. 46 w·-·······················-- 6th.---· ··· Ju ly l!l, IS:I
Subdivisiona of T. 30 ., R. 46 W-······· ................ . 6th ....... ,July 21, l I
Suhrlivisious of '.1'. 31 S., R. 46 Vv ...•..•••••..•••...•....•. 6th·-···· ·· Dec. 1 , 18 u
Subclivi11ion11 of T. 32 S., R. 46 W .........•....••..••...•.. 6th ...... .. llec. 18, 18);0
ub<livi ions ofT. 33, ., R. 40 W .•••.....•••••..•.•••.•... 0th ....... . Dec. 18, I u
uhcli\"i,iiou!! of 'l'. 27 S., R. 47 W _.• _•..•••...•••.••.••••.. 6111- ••••••• Dec. 6, 1 o
nb<lhi ionij ofT. 28 S., R. 47 W.- .. .. ...... ... ·········-· 0th __ •••... I>e. 6, 1
nhclivi!lious of T. 29 S., R. 48 W. _................ _.••••.. 6th ...... .. Jan. J!l, 1 81
, uhdivi ion ofT. 12 S., R. 40 W·-··-··--················· 6th_ ••••••. ,Tnn. 22, 18 1
ubrlivi.!lioo. of'I'.13 '., R 49 W-········· .. ·······-·-···· 6th._ •.••.. Jan. 22, J I
uhdivi. lunsofT. 27 •. , R. 40 W.···-·-···· ······ ·······-- 6th ..•••••. Jan. 19,l I
<ub,r!11)on. MT. 30 .'., R.40 W .•••••..•••.••..•. _•..... . 6th . .•.•... Jan. 19, 1 1
,,ub\1,·1 . ions ofT. 3:! S., R 4!l
6th._ ••••• _ ,Jnne 21,1 1
ivi ion of'l'. :31 ~·-, lt 4!1 \V .••••••••.••••••••••••.• -. 6th .• .•.. . ,June 21,l l
, n ,,1!'" ! iou . of'l. 20 ·,, 1t. li2 V··············-·--·-······ 6th.-····· - l•'pb, 12, 1 I
Paeblo .• • . - .••. •.n 11i,1111t ! 1i011 of T. 2:J '., R. 5:! \V ......................... . Gth ••••••. Aug. 23_1 · '
6th .••••••. July 1 l 7:,
'
3 \1 ......................... . 0th ••...... July 14, 18'1J

,v ......................... .

•.•i:,<

,v... _.................... ..

, ~1::i1!l111~~8 ~~i: if.::, i~.? t ............ ······ ....... .

I
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PUBLIC LANDS.
C.-Transcript of fielcl-no:.ts of public surveys, etc.-Continued.

Land office.

Description.

Principal
meridian.

Pueblo .•.•••... Subdivisions of T. 19 S., R. 64 W.... •••••• ••. • •• ••• . . . . . . . 6th .••• - ...
Subdivisions of T. 20 S., R. 64 W .• •.•••••....•.•...... - . - . 6th ..•••••.
Subdivisions of T. 11 S., R. 66 W ..•••••••••••••••••.••••• - 6th .••• - ••
Snlldivisions of T. 12 S., R. 66 W .....••••••••..••••••••• - - 6th ...•.••.
Subdivisions of T. 13 S., R. 66 W .......••....•......•.•••. 6th .•••••• .
Subdivi_sions of T. 14 S., R. 66 W ....••.....•••••.•......•. 6th .••••••.
Subrlidsious of T. 15 S., R. 66 W . •••••••..••••••••..•• - •• - 6th .•••••..
Subdivisions ofT.18 S:, R. 66 W .••••••.•..••.•....••..•.. 6th ..•.•••.
Sul.JdiYisions of T. 20 S., R. 66 W .......................... 6tli ...••••.
Subdidsions ofT. 22 S., R. 66 W ..•.•••••.•••.......•..... 6th ..•..••.
• Subdi v.isions of T. 19 S., R. 67 W. .. . . . . . . . • . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . 6tli .••••••.
Subdivisions of T. 20 S., R. 67 W .•••••••••••.••••••••••••. Gth .•.••••.
Subdivisions ofT. 21 S., R, 67 W .••••••••.•••.•••..••••••. 6Lh ..•••••.
Sub<lh-isions ofT. 22 S., R. 67.W .......................... 6th ..•••••.
Subdivisions of T. 30 S., R. 67 vV ..•••••.••••••••••••••••• 6th ..•••••.
Subt1ivfaions of '1'. 1G S., R. 68 W . . . . •••••••.••. ••• • • • • • • . 6lh .•••.••.
Subdivisions of T. 17 S., R. 68 W .•..••.••••.••......•••.. Gth .••••••.
Subtlivisions of T. 19 S., R. 68 W ..•...•••.....•.••••••••• 6th ..•••••.
Sub<livisions of T. 22 S., R. 68 W ...•.....•..........••.... 6th .••••••.
Sulldivisions of '£. 1G S., R. 69 W ...••••••••••••••••••••••·• 6th ..•.••..
Subdivisions of T.16 S., R. 70 W ...•••••••••.•.•••••••.••. 6th ..•.••..
Subdivisions of T. 18 S., R. 70 W .•••••••••.•..••••.••..... Gth ...•••..
Subd1visiuns of T. 20 S., R. 72 vV ..•••.••.•.•••.•••..•••••. 6th ..••••..
Subdivisions of 1.'. 22 S., R. 72 W .......................... 6th .•.•••..
Sub<livisions of T. 26 S., R. 72 W .......................... 6th ...••••.
Subdivisions of T. 27 S., R. 72 W •••• •• . . •••• •• .•••••• ••• . . Gth ..•••••.
Del Norte .... Subdivisions of T. 38 N., R. 2 E ........................... N. M ..••..
Subdivisions of 'l'. 39 N., R 2E . ••••••••••..••..••••••••.• N. M ..••..
Subdivisions of T.41 N., R.2E ...••••• ••••....••••.••••.. N. M ..... .
Subclivisions of T. 43 N., R. 2 E ..••.••..•••.•••.••••••.... N. M .... .
Subdivisions of T. 44 N., R. 2 E . . .• . . • ... • • • • • . •• . . . .• •• • • N. M ....•.
Suudivisions of 1'. 44 N., R. 3 E ....••••..•....••..•••..••. N. M ..... .
Subdivisions of T. 33 N., R. 6 E ...•••.•.•••• .•• •••.••.••. . N. M ..•.•.
Subdivisio~s of T . 36 N., R. 6 E ...•••.•••.•..••••••••..•• . N. M ....•.
Subdivisions of T. 47 N., R.10 E ..•••..•••••...••..••... .. - N. M .• .••.
Subdivisions of T. 37 N., R . 12 E ..••..•.........•....•.... N M ..... .
Leadville .•••.. Subdivisions of T. 9 S., R. 72 E . ••• •• • • • • • • . •• • • • • •• • • • • • . . 6th ..••..•.
Sub di dsious of T. 8 S. R. 73 E . . • • • • • • . • . . . . . . • . . • • • • • • • . . 6tli .••••••.
Subclivisions of T.11 S., R. 73 E . .. ••. . .. • •• •............. 6th .•••.•. .
Subdivisions of T.11 S., R. 74 E ,..•..•......••...•........ 6th .•••••..
SnlHlivision,s of '.D.15 S., R. 74 E . ... •. .. .••. .. .•.•••. .•. . . 6th ..••••..
Subuivisionsof T.6S., R.75E ....••••••.•••.•.......• .•. . 6th ...••••.
8ubt1ivisions of T. 6 S., R. 76 E.... .. ... . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6th .••.••..
Subdivisions of T. 7 S. R. 7G E . •.•••••••••.•.••••••.•••••. 6th .••••••.
Subdivhiions of T. 8
R. 76E ...•••••.•••.•••••...•.•.••. Gth .•••••••
Subdivision11 of T.14 S., R. 76 E ..•.••.••..•..••.••.••.••. 6th ...•••••
8ubr1ivisions of T. 15 S., R. 76 Vv ...••............••...••. . 6th ...•••• .
Sul.Jdivisions of T . 6 S., R. 77 W ...•.••.......•.........•.. 6th .••.••••
Subtlivi,iions of T. 6 S., R. 79 W ...•.•......••..••...•••••. 6th .••••••.
Subdivisions of T. 7 S., R. 79 'vV... •. . .. . .•••••.. .. . ••. .• . . 6th .•••.•..
SubdivisionsofT.8S.,R.'i9W .....•••....••..••.•••..••. 6th .•••.•..
Sul.Jdivisions of T .10 S., R. 79 W .........•......•........ . Gth .•.•••..
:::!ubd ivisious of '1'. ES., R. 79 W ••••••.••••••••• ••••••••• . Gth ••••.••.
Subdivi1<10ns of T. 6 S., R. PO W ..••••••••••• .••.••••.••... Gth .•• •. ...
Subdivi:;ions of T. 15 ::;,, R. 8'l "\V ..•.••••••.••••.••••••••.. 6th .••••••.
Subrlivisious of T.11 S., R. 81 W ..••••.•.......••••••••... 6th ..•.•••.
Subdivisions of T . 12 S., R. 8 l W ..•.•••••••....••••••••... tit-h .••••••.
Subllivisions of T. 13 S., R. 81 W .......................... 6th ..••••..
Subuivisious of 'l'.14 S., R. 81 W .••..••.••..•. •••• ........ 6th ...••••.
Durango .•••... Subdivisions of T. 33 N., R.1 W ..••••••••..•••••.••...•.. N. M .•••••
Subdivii:lions of'.£. 34 N., R. l W ..• ..••••••• ••.......•••.. N. M ..•.•.
SulJdivisions of T. 40 N ., K 1 W .••.•••••.••••••.••.••• ... N . 1\L .....
Subrlivisiuus of T. 35 N., R. 2 W . . •• •• .... •. . . . . . . . . . . . . • • N. M . •••..
Subdivi~ions of T. R6 N., R. 2 W .•••.•. ..•••..••••••••• • . . N. M ...•••
SubLlivisiuns of T. 86 N., R. 4 W .•.•••.••.••••••.......... N. M ..... .
Suhuivibions of T. 38 N., R 4 W .....••••......•••••...... N. M . .•.•.
Suhdivisiuns of T. 39 N., R. 8 W .....•.......••.•.•....•. N. M ...• ..
Subdivisions of T. 37 N., R. JO W ...•.•.•.••••••••.•••••.. N. M .... . .
Subdivisions of 'l'. 41 N., R.10 W ...••••.••..•••••..•..•.. N. M ..... .
Subdivisions of T. 42 N., R.10 W ..••••••••.•••..••.•••... ~- M .•••••
Subt[h,isioos of T. 37 N., R. 11 W ..••••••••.....•....•••.. N. M ..••..
Sub1livisions of 'l'. 42 N., R. 11 w· ........................ . N. M . .... .
Subdivfa io ns of T. 38 N., R.12 W ..••.••••••.•.....•••.•.. N. M ..•...
Subclivisious of T. 39 N. , R.12 W ..••......••• ..••••..•.•. N. M ...•..
Snbclivi sions of T. 42 N., R.13 W ....••.••••.....•.••••••• N. M ..•...
Subdivisions of T. 35 N., R 14 W ..••..•.•.•....•••••••••. N. M ..•...
Sul.Jcli,isions of T. 37 N., R . 14 W ...•.....•............... N. M ...•••
Sub<livisiom, of 'l'. :is N ., R.14 W . . ••....•••.••..••.•••.•• N. M . .... .
Subdivit,iom1 of T. :JON., R.14 W ..•••.••••.•••••••••••••.. N. M ..... .
Subdivisionsof'.r,40N,,R.14 W .......................... N.M .•••••

s.:

Date of
contract.
May 15, 1866
July 14, 1865
May 24, 1866
May 25, 1866
May 25, 1866
July ], 1863
July 1, 1865
July 25, 1873
July 14,1863
D ec. 20, 1870
July 15, 1873
July 14, 1865
Dec. 20, 1870
Dec. 20, 1870
July 16, 1874
July 29, 1880
Oct. 16, 1880
July 20, 1865
Dec. 20, 1870
July 29, 1880
July 29, 1880
.Jan. 3, 1871
Dec. 18, 1671
Jan. 15, 1872
Oct. 7, 1881
July 21, 1882
.Apr. 15, 1881
.Apr. 15, 1881
June 22, 1881
.A pr. 15, t881
Apr. 15, 1881
.Apr. 15, 1881
June 22, 1881
July 3, 1880
July 12, 1881
Juue 22, 1881
July 17, 1882
July 1, 1882
June 20, 1881
June 20, 1881
Nov. 3,1880
July 15, 1882
July 15, 1882
Sept. 29, 1880
A.ug. 19, 1870
June 20, 1881
June 19, 1881
Julf 15, 1882
June 12, 1882
June 12, 1882
J ul.v 15, 1882
.July 15, 1882
.June 8, 1882
June 12, 1882
July 13, 1882
June 2, 1882
June 2, 1882
July 26, 1881
July 26, 1881
July 3, 1880
Ju l_y 3, 1880
Sept. 10, 1876
July 28, 1880
July 3, 1880
July 28, 1880
July 25, 1880
July 3, 1882
June 1, 1882
June 22, 1881
June 22, 1881
June 2-l-, 1882
Jnne 22, 1881
Apr. 17, 1882
Juue 24, 1882
June 22, 1881
Oct. 23, 1880
Oct. 23, 1880
.Apr. 4, 1~81
Apr.

4, li-1:!L

Apr. 4, 1881
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Land office.

Description.

Principal
meridian.

Date of
contrar.t.

Durango .•••••• SubdivisionsofT.41N.,R.14W .......................... N.M ...... Juue 22,1881
Subdivisions of T.42 N., R.14 W .......................... N.M .. .... Oct. 14,1880
Subuivisions of T. 38 N., R. 15 W .......................... N.M ...... Jan. 27, 1881
SubdivisionsofT.39N.,R.15W .......................... N.M . ..... .Apr. 4,1881
Subdinsions of T. 35 N., R.16 W .......................... N. M ...... Oct. 2a, 1880
Subdivisions of T. 38 N., R.16 W . ••• . . .•. . .• .............. N. M. ... . . J an. 27, 1881
Subdivisions of T. 39 N., R. 16 W .•• • . . . . . . . .. ••• .. ........ N. M.... .. A.pr. 4, 1881
Subdivisions of ·r. 41 N., R.16 W ...... .•. . . . • .. • •• ... • .. •. N. M. .. . .. June 22, 1881
SubdivisionsofT.42N.,R.16W ........... ......... .. : •.. N.M ..•.. . June22,1881
Subdivisions of T. 39 N., R.17 W .......... ....... ......... N. M ...... Jan. 18, 1884
Subdivisions of T. 37 N., R.18 W ...... .... .. .............. N. M...... Ang. 20, 1884
Subdivisions ofT. 38 N., R.18 W .......................... N . M ..•... Au;.{. 29, 1884
Gunnison...... Subdivisions of T.12 S., R. 83 W ........................... 6th........ Jun e 2, lf.82
Subdivisions of T.13 S., R. 83 W ........................... 6th....... . Dec. 5, 1~79
Subdivisions of T.13 S., R. 90 W. .... ... • . . . •. • . • .... .. . . . . 6th........ Apr. 2, 1F85
Subdivisions of T.14 S., R. 91 W ........................... 6th........ Aug. 5, 188i
Subdivisions of '£.15 S., R. 92 W ........................... 6th........ .A.pr. 2, 1, 85
Subdivisions of T. 12 S., R. 93 W ........................... 6th........ Ang. 5, 18 4
Subdivisions of T.12 S., R. 94 W . .. • . • ... • • . •• • .. . •. • • • .. .. 6th........ Aug. 5, 1884
SubdivisionsofT.14S.,R.94 W ............ .......... ..... 6th ........ Jnne25,188:.I
SubdivisionsofT.13S.,R.95W ........................... 6th ..••... . .A.ug. 5,1~84
Subdivii;ions ofT.13 S., R. 96 W .................. ....... . . 6th ........ Au~. 5, 1884
Subdivisions of T. 14 S., R. 96 W • .... • .... • • .. . . • • • . • . . . . • . 6th........ June 25, 1883
Subdivisions of T. 15 S .. R. 96 W ........................... 6th ..••.••. l<'eb. 14, 1883
Subdivisions of T. 13 S., R.101 W • .. •. • . •• . . • • . . •• • • . . . . • . . 6th . ...... . D eo. 16, 1884
SubdivisionsofT.49N.,R.4.E . ........................... N.M . ..•.. June 5,1880
Subdivisions of T. 43 N., R. 8 W • ... . ••. .••• •• ...... .... . . . N. M...... Fob. 14, 11383
Subdivisions of T. 50 N., R. 8 W ............. ........ ...... N. M...... Feb. 14, 1883
Subdivisions of T. 47 .N., R. 9 W ....... ......... . .......... N. M ... . .. Ang. 25, 1884
Subdivisions of T. 4R N., R. 9 W .......................... . N. M ...... Dec. 4, 1882
Subdivisions of T. 49 N., R. 9 W ............·.............. N. M ...... ]'eb. 14, 1883
Subdivisions of T. 50 N., R. 9 W .......................... N. M ...... Feb. 14, 1883
Subdivisions of T. 49 N., R. 10 W ............... .... ...... N.M .. .... Feb. 14, 1883
Subdivisions of T. 50 N ., R. 10 W .. ........ ..... • • • . ....... • N. M. .. . • . l<'eb. 14, 1883
Subdivisions of T. 48 N., R. 12 W ......................... N. M ..••.. June 18, 1883
Subdivisions of T. 47 N., R.16 W ........................ . N. M ...... Sept. 5, 1884
Sulldivisions of T. 48 N., R. 16 W ......................... N. M ...... Sept. 5, 1884
Lake City ...... Subdivisions of T. 45 N., R. 1 W .......................... N. M .•••.• Oct. 1, 1880
Subdivisions of T. 46 N., R. 1 W .......................... N. M. .. . . . Oct. 1, 1880
Sulldivision1:1 of T. 45 N., R. 7 W .......................... N. M... .•. Oct. 21, 1882
Subdivisions of T. 46 N., R. 8 W .................'! ........ N. M ...... Feb. 14, 1883
Subdivisions of T. 46 N., R. 9 W ...... ...... ... • .... .. .. •. N. M . ..••• Feb. 14, 1883
Subdivisions of T. 45 N., R. 10 W. ...... ...... ... . • .. . . • . . N. M.. .• . . l<'cb. 14, 1883
Subdivisions of T. 46 N., R. 10 W ......................... N. M ...... June 18, 1883
Subdivisions of T. 45 N., R. 12 W ......................... W. M . . . . . Aug. 25, 1884
Subdivisions of T. 43 N., R. 14 W ......................... N. M.. .. .. Oct. 14, 1880
Subdivisions of T. 44 N., R. 14 W ......................... N. M ...... Oct. 14, 1880
Subdivisions of T. 46 N., R. 14 W ......................... N. M . ..... Supt. 5, 1884
Subdivisions of T. 43 N ., R. 15 W ......................... N. M ..•... Jnne 22, 1881
Subdivisions of T. 44 N., R. 15 w. ...... ...... ...... ...... N. M ...... Jnue '.l2, 1881
Subdivisions of T. 46 N., R. 15 W ......................... N. M ...... So1)t. 5, 1884
Subdivisions of T. 43 N., R. 16 W • • ••• •••• ...... ....... ... N. M. .. . . . June 22, 1881
SubdiviKions of 'I'. 44 N., R. 16 W ......................... N. M.. .. .. Apr. 24, 1882
Subdivisions of T. 45 N., R. 16 W ............... ........ .. N. M .... . . Sept. 5, 1884
Subdivisions of T. 46 N., R. 16 W. ...... .... .. ....... ... . . N. M...... Sept. 5, 1884
Central City ... Subdivisions of T. 4 N., R. 75 W .......................... 6th ..... .. Jnly 11, 1 82
Subdivisions of T. 1 N., R. 76 w .... ........ ....... ... . .. . 6th . ... •• . Mar. 18, 1 81
Subdivisions of T. 4 N., R. 76 W .......................... 6Lh ..•.•.. May 9, 188J
Subdivisions of T. 2 N., R. 82 W .......................... 6th .•••... Oct. 7, 1 1
Subdivisions of T. 3 Y., R. 82 W ...... ....... •• . .......... 6th . .... . . Nov. 4.1881
Subdivisions of T. 4 Y., R. 82 W.. .... .... . .•. . ... .. .... .. 6th . • • . . . . Au):(, 11, 1882
Subdivisions of T. 4 S., R. 73 W ...... ...... ....... .... . • . 6th . . .. . • . July 13, 18 2
ubdiv1Sions of T.1 S., R. 74 W .......................... .. 6th . .. , .... July 11, 1 82
8 ubrv\s~onsofT.1 S.,R.81 W ............................ 6th ..•.•••. July 27,1881
8
ofT.5 s.,R.81 w ............................ 6th ..... ... Sept. 6, l 81
su~d!V!S~Ons
\d~v~e~ous ofT.1 S., R. 22 W ............................ 6th ... ..... July 27, 1 81
ubd~v~ ~ u oi'T.2 S.,R.82W .. ......................... . 6th .... ... . July 27.1 81
G fl.
\.1iV~S!OneofT.3 s ., R.82W ............................ 6th . ....... June 7,182
are,~ .••... _u bd.\"l ousofT.10 t:5.,R.84\V' .. .. ..... ..... .... ....... .. 6th . ....... o t. 20,1 l
.ubd!v_s_onsof'f.11 .,R 4\V ........................... 6th ........ Jnne 2,1
\v1 ~on ofT.1 ., R .; w .. ......................... . 6th ........ Nov.25,1881
1
• ubd!v!
!onsofT.3 •. 1 R.85 W .. ...................... .... 6th .•••.... June 7,1 •
Ub<l?V!S!On or.r,11 s.,R.85W .......................... . 6th ........ June 2,1 2
~bdl:isi ~
.,RR03 W ... .............. ........... 6th ..... . .. Aua. 5.1
'ubdivi ion of'£. 0 • ' .R . 93 \V ........................... 6th . .••.••. Aug. 5, 1884
ubdivi Ion ofT.10 ·•. R.04W .. .......... ... ......... ... 6th ..... .. . Ang. 5,1
ubdivi ion of T.10 .' R. 94 W •••• •• •••••• .......... ... • • GLb · .... ••• A.U/!, 5, ll:!8-1
ubdiv ion~ofT.11 .'R.06\V ........................... 6th . ....... Aug. 5,1884
Subdiviaion.sofT,4. .R, 96W ........................... 6th ......•. Aug. 5,1884
, 97 W. ..... ...... .... ...... ...... 6Wl........ June 16, 1884.

.t\

1

~ti:~o
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C.-Tranaeript of field-notes of publio surv,ys, ,to.-Continned.
Description.

Land office.

Garfield ..... .. Subdivisions of T. 5 S., R. 97 W .•••.•.•.....••••.....•...•.
Subdivisions of T. 6 S., R. 97 W ....••.••..•..•. -.••••••.••.
SubdivisionsofT.4 N.,R.85 W .•.•••....•.••••••••••••••.
Subdivisions of'£. 8 N., R. 85 W .•••.•..•••••..•..•••••.••.
Subdivisions of T. 9 N., R. 85 W ....••..•..•••••..•..••.• - •.
Subdivisions of T. 11 N., R. 85 W ..•.........•..•.•.••. •. ..
Subdivisions of T. 5 N., R. 87 W .......................... .
Subdivisions'ofT.8 N.,R.87W .••..•••••••••••••••••••.•.
Subdivisions of T. 8 N., R. 89 W ......... "-=' ••••••••••••••••
SubdivisionsofT.10 N.,R.89W ...•••....•..•••••.••..••.
Subdivisions of T. 11 N., R. 89 W. .•••.•.•••••••••.••••••••.
Subdivisions of T.10 N., R. 91 W ••••••.•••••.••••..•••.••.
Subdivisions of T. 11 N., R. 91 W ........................ ..
Subdivisions of T.1 N., R. 92 W .......••••...••.•.••••..••
Subdivisions of T. 4 N., R. 92 W ........................ ..
Subdivisions of T. 7 N., R. 92 W ...................... ... .
Subdivisions of T. 8 N., R 92 W ......................... .
Denver ....... . Exteriors of T. 7 N., R. 57 W ............................. .

Principal
meridian.

Date of
contract.

6th ...... ..
6t-h ••••..•.
6th .••..••.
6th ...... ..
6th ...... ..
6th ...... ..
6th .... .. ..
6th ....... .
6th •••••••.
6th ....... .
6th .•••.••.
6th ....••..
6th ....... .
6th ....... .
6th .••.....

Aug.11, 1884
Dec. 16, 1884
June 13, 1884
May 14, 1884
Sept. 19, 1884
July 11, 1884
Sept. 19, 1884
Sept. 19, 1884
Apr. 18, 1884
May 14-, 1884
Sept. 19, 1884
Oct. 28, 1884
Oct. 28, 1884
Sept. 3, 1883
Feb. 4, 1885
Apr. 18, 1881
A pr. :.!6, 1881
Sept. 27, 1866
Aug. 5, 1870
Aug. 5, 1870
Aug. 6, 1865
.Jan. 12, 1874
May 24, 1880
June 29, 1881
July 11, 1887
June 29, 1881
July 28, 1880
.July 28, 1880
June 22, 1880
.July 30, 1873
o~t. 26, 1875
June 21, 1881
J Ull6 16, 1882
Oct. 26, 1875
June 21, 1881
June 16, 1882
June 22, 1881
June 16, 1882
May 14, 1881
June 22, 1881
June 17, 1882
May 14, 1881
Aug. 12, 1870
Aug. 12, 1870
Sept. 26, 1866
May 24, 1866
Sept. 26, 1866
May 24, 1866
May 24, 1866
May 24, 1866
May 24, 1866
May 24, 1866
Aug. 12, 1861
Oct. 20, 1864
Oct. 20, 1864
Aug. 12, 1861
July 7, 1873
July 7,1873
Aug. 9, 1880
Aug. 9,1880
Aug. 9, 1880
Aug. 9,1880
May 5, 1879
Aug. 9, 1880
May 5, 1879
Apr. 22, 1879
Apr. 22, 1879
Apr. 22, 1879
July- 9, 1872
May 5, 1879
May 5, 1879
Apr. 22, 1879
Apr. 22, 1879
July 9, 1872
July 9, 1872
July 7, 1873
.July 7, 1873
July 7, 1873
Aug. 9, 1880
Aug. 9,1880

61ih ....... .

6th ...... ..
6th .••.••..

Exteriors of T. 8 N., R. 57 W ••• • • • . •• • • • • •• • •• ••• • • . . • • • • . 6th ....... .
· Exteriors of T. !> N., R. 72 W .......•.••.•••.•.••••••...... 8th ...... ..
Exteriorsof
Exteriors of
Exteriors of
Exteriors of

T.8N.,
T. 6 N.,
T. 7 N.,
T. 6 N.,

R.72W ..............................
R. 80 W........... .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .
R:80 W. •• .. • •••••• ••• • • • . • • • • . • •• • ••
R. 82 W......................... •• • • .

6th ..•.....
6th ....... .
6th ....... .
6th .••..•..

Exteriors of T. 5 N., R. 83 W .............................. 6tll ...... ..
Exteriors of T. 6 N., R. 83 W....... ..••••••• ••• • • ••••••.••. 6th .. ..... .
Exteriors of T. 7 N., R. 83 W .••.....••.•••••• -~...... •. • •• 6th .••..••.
Exteriors of
Exteriors of
Exteriors of
Exteriors of
Exteriors of

T. 8 ;N'., R. 83 W .... •• . . • . •••• •• •••• •• • ••• . . • .
T. 9 N ., R. 83 W...... • • • • • • . • • . . • • .. • • • • . . • • .
T. 6 S., R. 56 W •••.•••••.••..••..•••...•....
T. 8 S., R. 56 W .•.• •• .••• •• . •• . ••• • •• ••••.••.
T.4S., R.63W ........................... ..1..

6th .•....•.
6th ...... . .
6th ....... .
6th ....... .
6th ...... ..

Exteriors of
Exteriors of
Exteriors of
Exteriors of
Exteriors of
Exteriors of

T. 5 S., R. 63 W ............................. .
T. 6 S., R. 63 W ..............................
T. 7 S., R. 63 W .......................... .. , .
T. 8 S., R. 63 W . . • .. • .. • • • • ••• • •••• •• . • • . .. • •
T. 9 S., R. 63 W ... • . . .••• •• .. .• •• .••••• ••••••
T.10 S., R. 63 W . . . . . . . . . • • • • •••••• ••• • • • • • • .

6th ....... .
6th ....... .
6th ...... ..
6th ....... .
6th ...... . .
6th ....... .

Exteriors of T. 6 S., R. 65 W . • . • . • . • . • . . . . . • . • . • • . . • .. • . .. 6th .••.. , ..
Exteriors of T. 7 S., R. 65 W .•.•••.••.••.•••••..•••••••.•. 6th .•.•....

Lamar......... Exteriors of T. 25 S., R. 42 W • • • • • • •• • • .. • . • • • • • • • • • • • .• .. 6th .•••....
Exteriors of T. 26 S., R. 42 W .••• •. • •• • . . •.. . . ...... .•• •..
Exteriors of T. 27 S., R. 42 W . . •. • . ••• •• . ••• •• .••••• ••• . . .
Exteriors of T. 28 S., R. 42 W .•• • • • • . . . . . . .•• • • ••••••.••.
Exteriors of T. 29 S., R. 42 W • . . . . . . . • • • . • • • • • • ••• •• . • . • • .
ExteriorsofT,30S.,R.42W .............................

6th ....... .
6th . ...•.•.
6th ......•.
6th ....... .
6th ....... .

Exteriors of T. 31 S., R. 42 W . . . • . • . • .. • . .. . . . • • . • . . . .. . • . 6th ...... ..
Exteriors of T.18 S., R. 43 W ..••.• ••••••. .......... ••••.. 6th ....... .
Exteriors of T.19 S., R. 43 W •••••• ....... .•• . . . . • ...... •. 6th .••.....
Exteriors ofT. 20 S., R.
Exteriors of T. 32 S., R.
Exteriors of T. 33 S., R.
Exteriors of T.19 S., R.
Exteriors ofT.20 S., R.
Exteriors of T. 23 S., R.

43 W .............................
43 W..... ..•. •• .• . • . . ..•• .• .. .. ..
43 W. ... • . . . .•• •• . . . .. • •. . .. .. . ..
44 W . ..• . . .• •• . . . ..•• •• . . •. .•••..
44 W ...... . ......................
44 W .............................

6th ....... .
6th ....... .
6th ....... .
6th ..•...•.
6th ...... ..
6th ....... .

Exteriors of T. 24 S., R. 44 W . . . .. . . . . . .. .. . . .. .. .. . .. .. . . 6th ....... .
Exteriors ofT.25 S., R. 44 W ............................. 6th ....... .
Exteriors ofT.26 S., R. 44 W ............................. 6th ....... .
Exteriors of T. 27 S., R. 44 W . •. .. . . . . . .• . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. 6th .•••.••.
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Lamar........ . Exteriors of T. 28 S., R. 44 W . . • • . . • . . • . . . . . . . • . • • • . . . . . . .
Exteriors of T. 29 S., R. 44 W . . . . • . . .• • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Exteriors of T. 23 S., R. 45 W ..•••...••....•......•....•..
Exteriors of T. 24 S., R. 45 W •••••••.•••..•••••...........
Exteriors of T. 25 ~-. R. 45 W ••••...••...•................
Exteriors of'l'. 26 S., R. 45 W .............................
Exteriors of T, 27 S., R. 45 W.... .• .. . . . .•• .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Exteriors of T . 28 S., R. 45 W. .. . .. . •.. • .. ................
Exteriors of T. 29 S., R. 45 W .......•••••.•.•.............
Exteriors of T. 30 S., R. 45 W ...••.••••••••••••.........•.
Exterion1 of T . 31 S., R. 45 W ..•..•..•..•..•.•............
Exteriors of T. 32 S., R. 45 W ..• . .••..••...•........••••..
Exteriors of T. 33 S., R. 45 W ...•...••......••••••.•....•.
Exteriors of T. 25 s;, R. 46 W .....•••••...••... •.....•... .
Exteriors of T. 26 S., R. 46 W ...••...•...•..•••...........
Exteriors of T. 27 S., R. 46 W . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . .
Exteriors of T. 28 S., R. 46 W .• . ••..•......•.... •....•... .
Exteriors of T. 29 S., R. 46 W ..•••.•••••...••.••• ......••.
Exteriors of T . 30 S., R. 46 W ......•.••••••.•.•••.•........
Exteriors of T. 31 S., R. 46 W . ... .•••...•........ ..........
' Exteriors of 'l'. 32 S., R. 46 W........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Exteriors of T. 33 S., R. 46 W..............................
Exteriors of T. 27 S., R. 47
Exteriors of '11• 28 S., R. 47 W..............................
Exteriors of T. 29 S., R. 48 W ...... •• ...•... ............•..
Exteriors of T.12 S., R. 49 W .•. . . • . . . . . .. . . . . ... . . . . . • • • • .
Exteriors of T. 13 S., R. 49 W..............................
Exteriors of T. 27 S., R. 49 W ......•..•.•... ...........•••.
Exteriors Qf T. 30 S.. R. 49 W..............................
Exteriors of T. 32 S. , R. 49 W..............................
:E;xteriors of T. 34 S., R. 49 W .. .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Exteriors of T. 20 S., R. 52 W ..•....••.... ......•••...•.••.

,v..............................

Exteriors of T. 23

S., R. 52 W..............................

Principal
meridian.
6th ....... .
6th ....... .
6th .....••.
6th ....... .
6th ....... .
6th . .. .... .
6th ....... .
6th ....... .
6th ... . ... .
6th .. . ... ..
6th .... ... .
6th .. . ... .
6th ....... .
6th ... : ... .
6th ....... .
6th ....... .
6th ....... .
6th ..... . ..
6th ... .... .
6th . ...... .
6th ....... .
6th .... ... .
6th ....... .
6th ....... .
6th ....... .
6th ....... .
6th ....... .
6th ....... .
6th ..... .. .
6th ....... .
6th ....... .
6th ....... .
6th .. ..... .

Pueblo. . . . . . . . . Exteriors of T. 20 S., R. 63 W....... .. . . . . ..... .. . . . . . .. . . . 6th ....... .
Exteriors of T. 21 S., R. 63 W....... •• • • . • ••• • • ••••.•.•.••• 6th ....... .
Exteriors of T. 19 8., R. 64 W...... ... . . . .. . . .. ... . .. . .. . . . 6th .. ..... .
Exteriors of T . 20 S., R. 64 W.............................. 6th .•.. ....
Exteriors of T. 11 S., R. 66 W............... ••• • • . • . . . . . • • . 6th ....... .
Exteriors of T.12 S., R. 66 W ........••••.••••• .....••..••. 6th ....... .
Exteriors of T. 13
Exteriors of T. 14
Exteriors of T . 15
Exteriors of 'l'. JS
Exteriors of T. 20

S., R. 66 W............... •. • • • . • • • . . . . . .
S., R. Gil W .........•••..••.••........•..
S., R. 66 W ... • . . ••. . . . .•. . . . •••••. •••. •.
S., R. 66 W...... . . . • . . . . • • . • . • • . . • . . . . . .
S., R. 66 W .••• •• •.•• •• .•. . .• • ••••.. •• . • .

6th ....... .
6th ....... .
6th ....... .
6th .....••.
6th .....•..

Exteriors of T. 22 S., R. 66 W......... •• • . . . . . • . . . • • • • . . . . . 6th ....... .
Exteriors of T.19 S., R. 67 W. ....... .... .....•. .. . . . . . . . . . 6th ....... .
Exteriors of T. 20 S., R. 67 W......... ... . . ... . . . . . . . ... . . . 6th ...... . .
ExteriOJ'bOfT.21 s.,R.67W ..••..••••••.•..•..•.••..••••. 6th ....... .
Exterior!! of T. 22 S., R. 67 W. .• . .•. . . . ••. • •• • •• .. . . . .. . • . . 6th ....... .
Ext rior11 of T. 30 S., R. 67 W .•••.••••••••...•.•..•........ 6th ....... .
Exteriors of T.16 S., R. 68 W ...... . . . .•••••• ••••••.....
Ext riors of
Exterio1 of
Ext riors of
E l 1ior of

T.17 S., R. 68 W...... ... . . . ... . . . . .. . . . . . . .
T.19 ., R.68 W ............................
'l'. 22 .'.,I. Gil W ......•.••..................
T.16 '., R. GOW ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• .

~!~e~!~~ ~~ '.{::
E

6th ....... .
6th ... . ... .
6th ...... .
6th ....... .
6th ...... .

1i ~:· n: z,~ r. . ..... ...... .. ......... 6th....... .

,v .... .. ....... ..... ...... . ..

.
I
'ff •••••• •••••••••••••• .•••••• 6ih ....... .
xtenora ot' T. ~O .'., It 72
6th .••.....

Date of
contract.
Aug. 9 lcSO
Aug.
1880
July 9, 1872
July 9, 1872
July 7, 1873
Aug. 9,188Q
Aug. 9, 1880
Aug. 9, 1880
Aug. !), 1880
Aug. 9, 1880
Ma.y 5,1879
May 5, 1879
May 5, 1879
July 7, 1873
Aug. 9, 1880
Aug. 9, 1880
Aug. 9, 1880
Aug. 9, 1680
Aug. 9, 1880
May 5, 18i9
May 5, 18,9
May 5,1879
Aug. 9, 1880
Aug. 9, 1880
Aug. 9, 1880
Aug. 10, 1870
A.ug. 10, 1870
Jnly 7, 1873
July 7, 1873
May 5, 1879
May 5, 1879
Apr. 22, 1879
May 1, 1869
May 2ti, 1871
Oct. 20, 1863
July l, 1863
July 14, 1865
May 3, 1869
July 1, 1863
July 18, 1~71
May 31, 1862
Oct. 20, 1864
May 25,18G6
May 31, 1862
July 1, 1863
Oct. 20, 1864
Aug. 12, 1861
Oct. 20, 1864
Oct. 20, 1864
May 31,1862
Oct. 20, 1864
May 3J, 1862
May 31, 1862
July 8, 1872
May 31, 1862
Oct. 2CJ, l 864
.May 3, 1860
Dt:c. 20, 1870
Oct. 20, 1864
July 8, 1 72
May 31, 1862
Oct. 20, H64
May 31, 1860
Dec. 20, 1870
May 3,1869
Dec. 20, 1870
:May 3, 1860
Oct. 3, 1872
July 30, 1872
July 29, 1880
July 8, 1 72
July ,9, 1880
ct. 20, 1 64
D c. 20, 18,0
July 29, 1 0
July 30, 18i:1
July 29, 1880
Aug. 10, 1872
Jan. 3, 1871
Deo. 18, 1871

o:
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C.-T1·anscript of jield·nOtes of public surveys, etc.-Continued.

Land office.

D escription.

Date of
contract.

Principal
meridian.

Pueblo ........ Exteriors of T. 22 S., R. 72 W ..•••• .••••• •••• •• .••. .• . .. . 6th ..... ... .Tan. 15, 1872

Juue 18, 1869
Oct. 18, 1869
Exteriors of T. 26 S., R. 72 W .••••• •••••• .••••• .••••• . . .. 6th........ Oct. 7, 1\881
Oct. 18, 1869
Out. 7, 18ill
June 14, 188'.l
Exteriors of T. 27 S., R. 72 W ..••••..••••...••••• ••...... 6th ........ July 21, rn82
Del Norte, ... . Exteriors of T. 38 N., R. 2 E .....•........•.. • . • . ••....... NM ....... .Apr. 15, Ul81
Apr. 15, llf81
Exteriors of T. 39 N., R. 2 E .. ... .. ••.••..••••.••..... .... NM ... ... . Sept. 13, 18'.76
Sept. 8, l 876
May 20, 1873
Exteriors of T. 41 N ., R. 2 E ... .••.•••.•.••••• . - - ..• - . . . . . NM ...... . July 3, 1880
Exteriors of T. 43 N., R. 2 E .....•........••...•......•.. .' NM ...... . A pro 15, 188il
Exteriors of •.r. 44 N., R. 2 E ...........•...••••.••••.... . NM .....• . Apr. 15, 1881
Apr. 15, 1881
.July 3, 1880
Exteriors of T. 44 N., R. 3 E .•..••.•••••..•.•.•..•...•. · .· ·· NM ...... . Ma., 20, 1873
Oct. 20, 1877
Aug. 31, 1878
June 22, 1881
Exteriors of T. 33 N., R. 6 E ......••• . .••.••.••..•........ NM....... Nov. 4, 188 l
May 17, 1875
Exteriors of T. 36 N., R. 6 E. ... .. .••••• .••. .• ..•. .. .•..•. NM...... . Oct. 20, 1877
Jnne 22, 1871
.Aug. 2, 1872
Exteriors of T. 47 N ., R.10 E ...... ..... ..• •............. NM ..... . May 6, 1880
Exteriorr, of T . 37 N., R. 12 E .. . . ..•••••........ • ....••.. NM . ....• June 21, 1881
Leadville... .. . Exteriors of T. 9 S., R. 72 W .••••••....•... . . ..... .. '...... 6th ....... . July 6, 1871
June 21, 1867
.Aug. 5, 1860
Apr. 14-, 1873
Exteriors of T. 8 S., R. 73 W . • . • • • . . . • . . . • . . . • • . . • . • . . . . . . 6th. . . . . . . . Dec. 30, 187 4
June 12, 1871
ExterioTs of T. 11 S., R. 73 W ..•• • ••••.•••••••••••...... . 6th ........ June 21, 1867
June 12, 1871
Exteriors of T.11 S., R. 74 W .•.......•.•••••••••...•• • .. 6th .... . ... June 21, 186i
July 30, 1872
Oct. 13, 1872
Exteriors of T. 15 S., R. 74 W ...•.•••• ~. . • • • • • • . . • . • • • • • . 6th. . . . . . . . May 13, 1873
Ang. 5, 1860
Sept. 8, 1876
Exteriors of T. 6 S., R. 75 W........ .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . 6th....... July 15, 1882
July 15, 1882
Aug. 5, 1860
Exteriors of T. 6 S., R. 76 W ...•...................... •... 6th ...... . Sept. 29, 1880
.Aug. 19, 1870
Exteriors of T. 7 S., R. 76 W.................... . • . . . . . . . . 6th....... . Sept. 29, 1880
Aug. 5, 18(i0
Exteriors of T. 8 S., R. 76 W ....••. •• •• •••••••...•... .•. .. 6th ... .... . Aug. 19.1870
Exteriors of T.14 8., R. 76 W .......••................... 6th ....... . May 13, 1873
Exteriors of T.15 S., R. 76 W ...................••..•.... 6th . ... .. . May 13, 1~73
Exteriors of T. GS., R. 77 W .••...••••••..••....••........ 6th ....... . July 15, 1882
Jm1e 21, 1882
July 15, 1882
Exteriors of T. 6 S., R. 79 W .•••••••••••••••••.•••••...... 6th........ Aug. 5, 1868
July 12, 1882
Exteriors of T. 7 S., R. 79 W ............................. . 6th ........ July 15, 1882
Aug. 3, 1878
Nov. 4,1880
Exteriors ofT. 8 S., R. 79W .................. , •.......... 6th ..... ... July 15, l88i
June 21, 1867
Aug. 4, 1873
Aug. 3, 1878
Exteriors of T. 10 S., R. 79 W ............................ . 6th.. ... ... .Aug. 7, 1878
June 21, 1867
Exte1}ors of T. 11 S., R. 79 W . .....••.••.•.• ••.••......... 6th....... . Oct. 28, 1876
June 12, 1F82
Exteriors of T. 6 S., R. 80 W • . . . . •• ••••••• •• • •• . •• . • • . . . •. 6th........ Aug. 5, 1868
A.ug. 3, 1877
Jan . 2, 1874
,July 26, 1881
Exteriors of T. 15 S., R. 80 W ..•.•••..... , • • • • . • • • . • • . . . . . 6th. . . . . . . . June 8, l8t12
July 26, l8o0
June 2, 18!32
Exteriors ofT.11 S., R. 81 W. .... .....
6th ........ Oct. 28, 18·76
Exteriors ofT. 12 S., R. 81 W . .. .. _
.. ....... . 6th .. ... ... June 2.1882
Exteriors of T. 13 S., R. 81 W ...•....... _. _. .........•.. 6th ........ July 2ll, 1881
May 26, 1881
July 2~, 188l

l
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Land office.

Description.

Principal
meridian.

Date ot
contract.

- - - - - - , - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 - - - - '- - - Durango .•.••. _ ExteriorsofT.14 S., R. 81 W
Exteriors ofT. 33 N., R. 1 W
Exteriors ofT. 34 N., R. 1 W
Exteriors of T. 40 N., R. 1 W
Exteriors ofT. 35 N., R. 2 W

..................•...••.....
..........•...•••.......•....
....•.....•........••••••....
....••.••••••.•••••..•.•••••.
······-······················

Exteriori;ofT.36N.,R~2W .......•.•••..••..••••....•. .
.Exteriors ofT. 36 N., R. 4 W ..•...•............•.•.......
·Exteriors ofT . 38 N., R. 4 W ............•.......••••.....
Exteriors ofT. 39 N., R. 8 W . .....••••..•• •.•.•••••.•••..
Exteriors of T. 37 N., R. 10 W . . . • . . . . . . • • . .• . • •• • . . . . . • . .
Exteriors of T. 41 N., R. 10 W ............................
Exteriors of T. 42 N., R. 10 W . . •• ••• •••••• ••••••• ••• •• . . .

Exteriors of T.
ExteriorsofT.
Exteriors ofT.
Exteriors of T.
ExteriorsofT.
Exteri<lrs of T.

37 N.,
42N.,
38 N.,
39 N.,
43N.,
35 N.,

R. 11 W . . .. . . . . •• . . ••. • . . . . . • . . . • . .
R.11 W
R. 12 W
R. 12 W
R.13W
R. 14 W

.. -9 .......................
..•.. _......................
..•.•.• n... .. .. .. .. . . . .. . . .
..••..••..••...••...........
•.......•••••.•••...•.. -- .. -

Exteriors of T. 37 N., R. 14 W ......••...•. , . . . . . • . • • . . . ..
Exteriors of T. 38 N., R. 14 W ..•.•••.•••••........•....•.
Exterior~ ofT. 39 N., R. 14 W ..•... •.•..•...•.••.........
Exteriors of 'r.40 N., R.14 W ....... .•. . . ••• . •• .. .•. .... ..
Exteriors of T.41 N. R.14 W .............................
Exteriors of T. 42 N., R. 14 W............ .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Exteriors of T. 38 N., R.15 W...... . . . . . . •• . • • . • • . . . . . . • . .
Exteriors of T. 39 N., R. 15 W.............. . . • •. . . • . ... . ..
Exteriors of T. 35 N., R.16 W .............................
Exteriors ot T. 38 N., R.16 W. .. . . . . . . . . .• . • . . . • .. . • . . . . • .
Exteriors of T. 39 N., R.16 W...... . .. . •• . . •. • •• . •• . . . . . . .
Exteriors of T. 41 N., R.16 W ............ . ... . .•.......••.
Exteriors of T. 4!l N .. R.16 W....... .. . . . . .•. •• . . .• . . . . . • .
Exteriors of T. 39 N., R. 17 W ..................·.. .........
Exteriors ot T. 37 N., R.18 W. __ ..........................
Exteriors of T.38 N., R.18 W.---·· .••.. ···---·· .••.......
Gunnison...... Exteriors of T.12 S., R. 83 W ....••.••••••.••••••••••.•....
Exteriors of T.13 S., R. 83 W ...••...•..•••...••••• ··-···· ·
Exteriors of T.13 S., R. 90 w_ ........................•....
Exteriors of T.14 S., R. 91 W ....•. ·····-·--···············
Exteriors of T.15 S., R 92 W ..... - ....................... Exteriors of T. 12 S., R. 93 W .........••..•••••••••••......
Exteriors of T. 12 S., R. 94 W .•.•••.••.••..••••••••••••....
Exteriors of T. 14 S., R. 94 W-·······················-·····
Exteriol's of T.13 S., R. 95 W .........••••.•••..•••••......
Exteriors 9f T. 13 S., R. 96 W ...........•.•....••.....•....
Exteriors of T.14 S., R. 96 W ..•........••......•...•......
Exteriors of T. 15 S., R. 96 W .......••..•.••..••••••..... -.
Exteriors of T. 13 S.; R. 101 W ...........•.•••••.. • •.•.....

iatam ~r iii i:_:, I:i ~~:::::·::::::::::::::::::::::::
Exteriors of T . 47 N., R. 9 W .................. .. ......... .
Exteriors of T. 48 N., R. 9 W ..............................
Ext riorsof T.49N.,R.9W .....•••.•••••••...••...•...•.
Exteriors of T. 50 N. R. 9 W.......... .••• •• . • • . • . . . .• . • . .
Exteriors of T.49 N., R.10 W .............................
Exterior11 of T. 50 N., R.10 W. .• • . .••• •. .••••• •••• •. •.. . . .
Ext riors f T. 48 N., R.12 W .... .............. .... .......

Ext rion, of T.47

., R. 16 W ..... . ... ..... ...............

Exterior of T.~SN., R.16W .............................

6th. _____ __
N. M ..... .
N. M ..... .
N. M . ... ..
N.M ..... .

Aug. 3, 187'f
Aug. 31, 1878
Aug. 31, 1878
Sept. 8, 1876
July 28, 1880
July 28, 1880
July 3, 1880
N.M .... .. May 7, 1875
N. M ..... . July 3, 1880
N. M ..... . July 25, 1881
N. M ..... . May 7, 1875
N. M ..... . Oet. 23, 1880
Oct. 14, 1886
N. M .... .. June 22, 1881
N. M ..... . Oct. 14, 1880
Oot. 4, 1876
Oot. 23, 1880
Apr. 17, 1882
N. M .•••• June 24, 1882
N.M ...... . Oct. 14, 1880
N. M ..... . Apr. 17, 1882
N. M .. _... Apr. 17, 1882
N.M ..... . Oct. 14, 1880
N. M . .... . Oct. 23, 1880
Oct. 23, l 880
N. M ..... . June 25, 1877
Apr. 4, 1881
N. M ..... . Oct. 20, 1880
N. M ...•.. Apr. 4, 1881
N. M ..... . Apr. 4, 1881
N. M ..... . Oct. 14, 1880
N. M ..... . Oct. 14, 1880
N. M ..... . Jan. 27, 1881
N. M .... .. Apr. 4,188:
N. M ..... . Oct. 23, 1880
N. M .. .. .. Jan. 27, 1881
N. M ..... . Apr. 4, 18 1
N. M ..... . Juno 22, 1881
N. M .. - ... June 22, 1881
N. M ..... . Jan. 16, 18ll4
N. M ..... .. Jan. 16, 1884
N. M---··· Jan. 16, 1884
Dec. 5, 1879
July 26, 1881
June
2, 1882
6th ...... - .
Dec. 5, 187!1
July
26,
1878
6th--·--·-6th ...... . June 14, 1883
6th ..... -- , June 14, 1883
6th ...... . June 14, 18 3
6th ....... . June 25, 1883
6th ....... . June 25, 1883
6th ...... .. June 25, 1883
6th ....... . Juno 25, 1883
6th ....... . June 25, 1883
6th ...... . June 25, 1883
6th .. . ... . Feb. 14, 1883
6th . ..... .. June 27, 1883
N.M .... .. June 5, 18 0
N.M ..... . Feb. 14, 1 83
N.M ..... . Feb. 14, 1 3
N.M ..... . Nov. 1, 1883
Oct. 21, 1882
Feb. 14, 1883
N. M ..... . Nov. 1, 1 ·
N.M ..•... F b. 14, 1
N. M ..... . F b. 14, 1883
Oct. 21, 1
Feb. 14, 1
N. M ..•... June 1 , 1883
June 18, 1883
N. M .... . . F b. 14, l
Oct. 21, l
June 18, J
Nov.
1,1
N. M ..... .
Oct. 21, 1 '
Aug.
25,
1
N.M ..... .
Aug. 25, l 5
21,
1
ct.
N.M ..... .
.Ma.y 20, 1873
J u1r ao 187'1
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Land office.

Description.

Principal
meridian.

Date of
contract.

Lake City •.... Exteriors of T . 45 N., R.1 W ............................. . N. M ...... Oct. 1, 1880
May 20, 1873
Exteriors of T. 46 N., R. l W ........................ ~--- .. N. M...... Oct. l, 1880
July 30, 1877
Exteriors of T. 45 N., R. 7 W.. .. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . N. M...... Oct. 21, 1882
Oct. 21, 1882
Exteriors of T. 46 N., R. 8 W .............................. N. M. .. . .. Feb. 14, 1883
Oct. 21, 1882
Feb. 14, 1883
. Exteriors of T.46N., R.9W ••••••.•••..••••.•.•••.•...... N.M ...... Nov. 1,1883
Nov. l, 1883
Feb. 14, 1883
Exteriors of T. 45 N., R. 10 W....... •• • • . • . •• • . • . . . . . . . . . . N. M...... Nov. 1, 1883
Nov. l, 1883
Feb. 14, 1883
Exteriors of T. 46 N., R.10 W.... ..... • . . • • . .... •• . • • . . . .. N. M...... Juno 18, 1883
Oct. 14, 1880
Oct. 21, 1882
June
18, 1883
N.M
.....
.
Exteriors of T. 45 N., R.12 W .••••......•.................
Exteriors of T. 43 N., R. 14 W ..•.....•...••.......•....... N.M ..... . Oct. 14, 1880
N.
M
.....
.
Oct.
14, 1880
Exteriors of 'l'. 44 N., R. 14 W ............................. .
Exteriors of T. 46 N ., R. 14 W ............................ . N.M ..... . Aug. 25, 1884
Exteriors of T. 43 N., R.15 .W ...... . ..................... . N.M ..... . June 22, 1881
Exteriors of T. 44 N., R.15 W ............................ . N.M .. ... . June 22, 1881
Exteriors of T. 46 N., R.15 W ................•••.......... N.M .... . Aug. 25, 1884
Exteriors of 'I'. 43 N., R. 16 W . ...... .. ................... . N.M ..... . June 22, 1881
Exteriors of T. 44 N., R. 16 W ............................ . N.M .. . . . . June 22, 1881
June 22, 1881
Oct. 21, 1882
Exteriors of T. 4-5 N., R.16 W ............................. N. M ...... Aug. 25, 1884
Oct. 21, 1882
Exteriors of T.46 N., R.16 W ................... ..... : .... N. M .•.... Aug. 25, 1884
May 9, 1881
Central City . . . Exteriors of T.4 N., R. 75 W ................ :............. 6th . . . . . . . June 14, 1882
June 21, 1867
Exteriors of T.1 N., R. 76 W.... •• .... • • . ••• •• . . . . . . . . . . . . Gth . . .. . . . May 31, 1875
Aug. 13, 1880
Exteriors of T. 4 N., R. 76 W.............................. 6th . . . . . . . May 9, 1881
July 26, 1880
Mar. 18, 1881
Exteriors of T. 2 N., R. 82 W .......................... ·. .. 6th ...... . June 29, 1881
Exteriors of T. 3 N., R. 82 W .............................. 6th ...... . June 29, 1881
Exteriors of T. 4 N., R. 82 W ...•••....••.•.•.............. 6th . .... .. July 30, 1873
June 21, 1867
Nov. 12, 1867
Exteriors of ~r. 4 S., R. 73 W . .. . . . .. . • • . •• . ••• . . . . . . . . . . . . 6th . . . . . . . Aug. 10, l 808
Aug. 10, 1868
June 21, 1867
Exteriors of T. 1 S., R. 74 W •••••• ...... .••• •• • ••. . . . . . . •. 6th ... .... June 21, 1869
Sept. 10, 1877
May 5, 1879
Exteriors of T.1 S., R. 81 W •.......•••••.••••.•••••••••.•. 6th . .•. ... July 27, 1881
May 5, 1879
Exteriors of T. 5 S., R. 81 W....... .••• •• . ..••• .•. • • . . . . . . . 6th........ Sept. 6, 1881
July ~6, 18d0
Exteriors of T. l S., R. 82 W ........ ....................... 6th....... July 27, 1881
Exteriors ofT. 2 S., R. 82 W ............................... 6th ........ July 27, 1881
July 26, 1880
Jul.v 27, 1881
Exteriors of T. 3 S., R. 82 W..... •• . .. • •• . . .• .. . •. . .• . . . . . . 6th........ June 7, 1882
Garfield ....... Exteriors of 'J'.10 S., R. 8! W. .. . .• .•.••• .••••• .•. . .. . ..... 6th ........ July 26, 1884
July 26, 18~4
Exteriors of T.11 S., R. 84 W. .. . . • . .• • •• . ••• •• . •. . . . . . . . . . 6th ...... . Junu 2, 1882
Exteriors of T. 1 S., R. 85 W. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . 6tb ...... .. July 26, 1880
Exteriors of T. 3 S., R. 85 W......................... .. . . . . 6th ...... .. July 26, 1880
July 26, 1880
July ?, 1878
Exteriors of T. 11 S., R. 85 W .............................. 6th ........ June 2, 1882
Oct. 17, 1882
Exteriors of T. 9 S., R. 93 W............. ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6th........ Aug. 8, 1884
Aug. 8, 1884
Exteriors of T.10 S., R. 93 W. ... . . . . . • • . . .. . . • . . . . . . . .. . .. 6th........ Oct. 17, 1882
Exteriors of'.r. 9 S., R. !J-1 W.... .. .. . . . . .. .•. . . . . ..•. .... .. 6th ..... .. Aug. 8, 1884
Aug. 8, 188'1
Exteriors ofT.10 S., R. 9-1 W .............................. Gth ........ Oct. 17, 1882
Oct. 17, 1882
Extcriorfl of T.10 S., It. 90 W .........•..•.•.............. GU.1 ........ June 15, 1883
Exteriors of I. 11 8., R 90 W. .• . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . .. ... .. Gth.. . • . . . . J uue 25, 1883
Oct.. 20, 1882
Exteriors of T. 4 S., R. 97 W.. .. . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . .. 6th ...... . Oct. 16, 1883
Oct. 20, 1882
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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF TIIE INTERIOR.
C.-Transcript of field-notes of public surveys, etc.-Continued.

Land office.

Principal
meridian.

Description.

Date of
contract.

Garfield ....... Exteriors of T. 5 S., R. 97 W ............................... 6th ....... . June
June
Exteriors ofT. 6 S., R. 97 W .............................. . 6th ....... . Oct.
July
Exteriors of T. 4 N., R. 85 W ••• • • • •••• •• . •• • • • •••••• ••• . . . 6th.: ..... . July
Exteriors of T. 8 N., R. 85 W .••••..•.•••.•••••••••••...... 6th ....... . July
July
May
July
Ex'teriors of T. 9 N., R. 85 W . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . • . . •• • • . . . . . . . 6th ..•...•. Sept.
Exteriors of T.11 N., R. 85 W.. .. . . . . ... . . ...... ... . .. . . . . 6th ......•. July
Jul.v
Exteriors of T. 5 N., R. 87 W.............. ....... ... . . . . . . 6th ... ...• . July
Exteriors of T. 8 N., R. 87 W .............................. 6th ....... . July
Exteriors ofT.8 N., .R. 89 W .•••... •....••••••.•••••...... 6th ......•. July
ExteriorsofT.lON.,R. 89 vV ............................. 6th .. ....•. July
Exteriors of T. 11 N., R. 8H W.................. .. . . .. . . . . . 6th ....... . July
Exteriors of T.10 N., R. 91 W ............................. 6th ....... . July
Exteriors of T.11 N., R. 91 vy-............ .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . 6th ......•. July
Jan.
Exteriors of T.1 N., R. 92 W .••..••.•••..••.•••.•.•..••••. 6th ....... . Sept.
July
Jan.
Exteriors of T. 4 N., R. 92 W....... •• . . • . . .•• .. . . . . ••. . . . . 6th ....... . Aug,
Exteriors of T. 7 :N"., R. 92 W.............................. 61,h ....... . July
Exteriors of T. 8 N., R. 92 W .............................. 6th ....... . July

16, 1883
15, 1883
20, 1882
26, 1880
30, 1873
10, 1877
10, 1877
l4, 1881
11, 1881
19, 1881
11, 1881
10, 1877
30, 1873
10, 1877
10, 1877
22, 1878
22, 1878
22, 1878
22, 1878
13, 1883
3, 1883
30, 1873
13, 1880
25, 1884
10, 1877
10, 1877

D.-Statement of surveys of 1nines and rnillsites in Colorado· during the fiscal year ending
J1ine 30, 1888, mcicle in conformity u:ith the act of Congress approved May 10, 1872.

Name of claim.

County.

------1-----------------------,----------1887.
July 2
2
5
5
3
3
6
6
6
6
7
7

7
8
8

9
11
11

11.
12
12
13
14

14

46!)6
4655
4715
4715
4660
4660
4656
4684
4632
4695
4583
4740
4689
4741
4717
4729
4605
4605
460;j
*4714
4714

4681
4712
467()

~~ I
18

4527
4752
46!)8

10

4744
4.:i!!6

18

10
20
21
21
21
21
21
2'.!

2'.!
2:1
24.i

4078
*4310
40.30
4039
4630

Robert Emmet ................. ........... ............ .
RedCloud ... ....... . .................................. .
Ulrica ................................................ .
Superior . ............................................ ..
National .............................................. .
:Farish, mill.site ....................................... .
R esearch, 1uil1.site .................................... .
Mill Creek .... . ....................................... .
Franklin ... .. ................... .... ................. .
C. C., mill.site . ......................•......•.•..... ...

~~~ii;.~~~~~~.~~::::::·.:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::
Monte Cristo ....................... ............ ....... . int1~:
Mount Plaasant ...................................... . Clear Creek.
Madison .............................................. . Chaffee.
Middleport ........................................... . Clear Creek.
Pawnolas ...............................••............. Lake.
P!!.wnolas No. 2 ...................................... .
Do.
Pawnolas No. 3 .................................... ... .
Do.
Summit.
Do.
Ouray.
Pitkin.
Nellie ... .. ................................ ....... .... .
Do.
Eagle.
Lake.
Gilpin.
Black Tyrant ......................................... . Boulder.
{axey ..... ......... . ................................. . Lake.
Gr:ind Trunk ..............••••...•..•.•••.............. Pitkin.
Eagle.
Ouray.

~~~~~~t~:. ·~·m.sita:::::: :: :::::: :: :: :~:::: :::::: ::::::
~w:r.:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ~:::::::::

t;~~l;t:t: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: : :::::

Do.

639
:i

47:J3
4TJ4

Gilpin.
Chaffee.
Lake.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Clear Creek.
Park.
Pitkin.
Clear Creek.
Do.

1

ll~[tt;~;I!_:~:~!1!:!i!!.!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! ~!I
"

i rlct 3.

t A. ancl 13.

Do.
Do.
Do.
Summit.
Do.
Ch·ar Creek.
Summit.
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PUBLIC LANDS.
D.-Staternent of surveys of rnin/s and millsites in Colorado, etc.-Continued.
Date of Survey
apNo.
proval.
1887.

July 26
26
26
26

~~

4688
4688
4694
4683

Standard No. 2.... .. . .. .. . . . . .. . . . ......... .. . . . . . . . . . . . Summit.
S. B., mill-site .... -...• · · · · •·· ·• · · • · · • • · · ·· · · · •·· • · · · · • · Hi·nsdDaol.e.
Contention ........••.....•...•••.••••••... . .•..........
Green Copper............ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . • . • . • . . . • • . Pitkin.

:~i
~ ~~~~;,~iii.-;it~·::: :: :::::: :::: :::::: ::: ::::::::::::::::
4716 Champion ...................................... ·-····· ·

~~:

27
27
27
27
28

4716
4665
4723,
4590

Do,
Empire....................... ..........................
Do.
Pine '£ree .... -........... -. . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .• . . . . CC,hleaaffireCer.eek.
Spartan ............... __ ................••...........•.
Kentuckian No. 2 .••••••••.••••.•••.•••••••••.•••••••••. Lake.

30
30
30

4753
4753
4697

Cashier . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Do.
Union ...............•.........••••.......... •.......... .Jefferson.

;~ m~

Aug.

County.

Name of claim.

:~
i1
i
1
2
4
4
5
6

:9

!~~~
!~~~

4554

i~a;~~y:::
:~ ::: ::: ::::::~::: ::: ::: :::: :::: :::::::::::: ~nf~.Do.
Otto S..................................................

tii~:~aKi;;g::::::: :: :::::::: :::::::::::: :: :: : :: :: :: :: : : t~~!. Creek.
ff:Je~~~~~~~::::
:::::::::::: ::::::::::::::::::::::: :: ~ft~t
Famous .. : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . •••••• .•. . . . ... . . . . . . . . . Lake.

!~~ ,~~i:.~~~~. :::: :::::: ::::::: :::::::::::: ::::::: :: :::::::

4554 Charleston ................. ......••...•..... ........ .. _
4742 Backsheesh ........ _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
4757 Preacher. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • • . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . .
4749' Cheever .............................................. _
4750 Hercules ............ _. . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • . . • . . . . . . . . • . . . . . .
4622 Bullion.......................... .......... ...... .......

!~~~ g~~h~~~.~~~.~~~~~~~·t· :::::::::::::::::::: :::::::: :: ::::

~~:

Do.
Gilpin.
Clear Creek.
Park.
Clear Creek.
Do.

f~~~~er.
Do.

11
12
13
13

4668
461ii8
4745
4745
4745
4720
4700
4760
4763
4748

Hoop _..... _.................... .. _................ _. . .
Loop_ ........... .......................... ..... _.. _. . . .
Lookout .........................•••......•.••.•....... _
Surprise . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Riverside-·····-·····-·· ···- ···················· ···-···
Whale, mill.site-··-····-····--··············· .. ········
Humboldt.............................................
Buffalo .......... . ............... ~......................
Cameron ........................•..••.................
East Virginia ...............•..••.....•................

~~

:~;~

~~

4756
4756
4756

~~!~u~·.~~l~~s.i~~.: :::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: Gilpi~o.
Pine . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . .. . . . . . . . Pitkin.
Valley Belle ... .. . ... . .. . ... . .. ....•. ....... .. .. . ......
Do.
.A.and M...............................................
Do.

t!~~f
~:::~~ ~:~~. :: :::::::: :::::: ::·:: :: :::::: :::::: :: ::: ::: ~~~~-Do.Creek.
4721 Great Eastern, mill.site................................
4713
4754
4765
4765
4765
4785
4707
4779
4747
4747
4761

Grand Trunk.................. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Minatonka ............ _.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
:Bull Doze ............................................. _
Eight to Seven ......... _....... _...................... _
West Extension Anglo-Saxon ..................... _....
Gold Finch-- ...................... -....................
Princess Louise ....... _............. _..................
Mower .......................... -····· ............ _....
Iron ................................................ -...
.T-·······················-······························
Iron .... _.................................. _........ __

Do.
Chaffee.
Clear Creek.
Do.
Do.
Boulder.
Pitkin.
Boulder.
Clearcreek.
Do.
Park.

4474
4474
4474

Vermont...............................................
Hoositlr ............................................ _. __
Belleviue . ......... ,._.................................

Do.
Do.
Do.

9

10
10
10
11

Do,
Clearcreek.
Do.
Do.
Park.
Pitkin.
Gunnison.
Gilpin.
Sau Miguel.

f~ ;~i!~ ii°~~~~~:::: :::::::::::::.::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ta~~1;~ei~d Chaffe~.

19
19
19
22
23
23
23
23
23
24
24
25
26
26
26

~

27
'27
27
27

~

27
29

*!m
~~~t°:c~~~------.-.-.-.·.·.·.·.·.·.-.·.·.·.·.-.-.·.·.·::::::::::~::::::::::: g~~~on.
4474 Fraction ............ _..... _........... ........... _. _.. _
Do.
!!~!
§\:!~~.e~.?.:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :::::
4474 Occidental . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .
4680

~~:

Do.
Brunswick . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Clear Creek.

Sept.;! iffi ~f!lift?\):)::::::::::::::)::::J t~'i~~l* District 3.

tDistrict 7, A.. and B.

District 2, .A.·and B'
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D.-Staternent of surveys of m,ines and millsites in Coloraclo, etc. -Continued.

Date of Survey
pr~~~l.
No.

Name of claim.

County.

1887.

*390
4743
4743
4743
4743
1743
4743
4768
4822
4773
4480
4798
4778
4802
4794
4793
4793
4764
4764
4797
4755
4755
4755
4755
4799
4813
4735
4735
4735
4807
4807
4837
4837
4829
4834
4838
4766
4800
4777
4815
4815
4815
4839
4817

Part of the Cucumber .................................. Lake.
Oxford....... . .........................................
Do.
Alleghany No. 2 ...................................... ·
Do.
Cooper . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . .. . . . .
Do.

4601
4851
4789
4853
4868
*4487
4840

~~eg;/de~i.Day :::::: ::: :: ::::::::::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: San Miguel.

Sept. ~
5
5
5
5
5
6
6
7

7
7
7
8
8
8
8
9

9
9
10
.10

10
10
10
12
12
l2
12
12
12
12
12
14
14
14
14
14
15
16
16
16
17
19
19
19

19
19
20

20
21
21
21
21
21
21
21
23
2:J
23

4772

4772
4772
4772
•2155
4'767

8~ri:;e~~
::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::
Lenox.......... . . . . . . . .. . .. .. . . . . .. .. . . . . . .. . . .. . . . .. . .
Athabasca . . ...........................................
Benjamin . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Vermillion .... .. ... . ...................................
Little Baltimore.... . ...................................
Little Bertie ............................................
Black Bear .......................... : .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
White·. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Golden Shaft...........................................
Lolu Montes . . ., ................... . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .
Riverside ....... :......................................
Whale............. . ......... . . . .......................
Rochester . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. .. .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . . . .
Artik . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .
Ben Butler No. I .......................................
BenButlerNo.2.......................................
Ben.Butler No. 3. ...... ...... .•.... •..... ...... ...... ..
Ben Butler No. 4. ....... .. . ...... ...... ...... .... ......
Yellow Jacket ..... . . . .................................
Immortal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Stanley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

E~:

Do.
Gunnison.
Lake.
San.Miguel.
Do.
Gunnison.
San Miguel.
Clear Creek.
San Miguel.
San J uan.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Gunnison.
Eagle.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Gunnison.
Custer,
Chaffee.

~~:

~~~l!~:!1rt~·: :::·:: :::: :: ::: ::: :::::::::: ::::::::: :: :::

Coon. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Clear Creek.
M. Russell .. . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . .. . . . . . .
Do.

i:'~t~::::::
:: :::: :::::: :: :::: :: ::: ::: :::::: :::::::: ::
San Francisco ..........................................

Little .Alice . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . . . . . .
Cora .... . ..............................................
Tressa C. No. 2. ............. ..... ...... ........... ... ..
Ben Crenshaw No. 2 ....................................
South .American...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .
Forest ................................................. .
Hesperus . ..............................................
Iron Clad..............................................
Iowa ... . ..............................................

~~~t~~~: :::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: :::: :: ::: ::::::::: :::: ::

Eaglio.
San Juan.
Clear Creek.
Gunnison.
Chaffee.
Gilpin.
Clear Creek.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Gilpin.
Clear Creek.

~itk{~·.

~;~auk~~='.::~::::::::·.·.::::·.:::::::::::::::::::::::::::
Gibralter ........................•...................... San J'uan.
Grc-at Eastern............. . ............................ Clear Creek.
Major . . . . ............................................ . Chaffee.

t~dd~~YT~~!:~:.~~~.:::::::: :: ::: ::: :::::::::: ::-:: ::: ::: ~!!r:f;an.
~i~1~\~i~('
9~~~~.: :: :::·.~:::::: :::::::: ::: :::: :::::::::: Do.
~~:
Yellow Jacket..........................................
Pait of tbe Lida . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lake.

W~'
Za~ia· :::::: ::: :::~:: ::::::::: :: ::: ::::: ::: :: ::::: ::
Uank ...................................................

Gunnison.
Lake.

23 1
26

26
:io

26
27
27
27
27
2t
l

• l.>1 ti ct3.

tDistJ:ict7.
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PUBLIC LANDS.
D.-Statement sf surveys of mines and millsites in Colorado, etc.-Continued.
Date of Survey
ap·
No.
proval.
1887.

Sept. 30

30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30

Oct.

1
1
3
3
4
4
4
4
5
5
5
5
5
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
8

8
8
8
8
10

10
10

10
10
11
11

11
11
11

11
12
12
12
12
12
12
14
14
14

4830
4804
4816
4816
4816
4816
4816
4842
4867
4820
4892
*4360
4783
4783
4783
4783
4783
4783
4783
4783
4783
<i783
4783
4783
4783
t4827
4847
t4472
4901
4795
4795
4704
4808
4821
4952
4809
4809
4809
4809
4809
4771
4771
4771
4810
4810
4810
4810
4833
4889
4979
4774
4854
4854
4791
4791
4786
4862
4803
4792
4792
4884
4864
4865
4910
4880
4848
4904
4896
4855
4690
4857
4693
4832
4832
4832

County.

Name of claim.

l:ii:~!l;:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

Bullion ..... ...•. .........•.....•....•.......•...••.....
Astre ........................•...•......•...•..........
Potomac .. ..........•............•.•••...•..•...•......
Phrenix .......••.................••.•.•..•..•.•...••...
St. Charles .....•.....................•................ .
Ruff .... ......... ....••......•...•..••...•...........•.

We~fk~w~~y;·::::::::
:::: ::: ::: ::: ::::::::::: :: ::: :::
Schofield .........•..... ........ .....•.•....••••••......
Chloride No. 3 .. .............•........•..•••••..........
Chloride No. 2 •••.•• • • •. ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

ciitii~aE;E;t·~~;i~ii~: :: ::: :::: :: ::::::::: ::: :: :: ::::::::

...... do ............ .... ................................ .
Benton . .... ............................................
Cross . . .. .............•.•.•.•...•...•..... .. ......•.....
Buck . .. .. ....................•.....•.................•.
Rattler No. 2 ..•......••••••••••••••...••••.••••••••••••

iE?if~~~:::~~~~): :;;;;;:;: ::::::::::::::~: ~~:
Silver Cliff .......... . ..............••••..•............

Pitkin.
San Juan.
Clear Creek.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
San Juan.
Clear Creek.
Summit.
Gunnison.
Do.
Clear Creek.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
·
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Ouray.

~it~ide~i~f~.i~l.~i~~.: : :: ::: : : : ::::::::: ::: : : :: :::::::::: San Miguel.
Crested Butte Extension............................... Gunnison.

~~?1G1t&fr\~~':~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

ii:~;;k~o!~.t_ . :: :::::: ·.::::: :::::: :::::: ::::: :::::::::::

i~~t!fl~ :~;: ::::::::: :: :::::: :::::: ::: :::::::::::::::
Roseland .........•......•.........•.................•..
Lochiel. ..••.•...................•.•...••.............•.
Cameron .... •• •.•.....•......••.•.......•.•............
Okolosa ....•....•..•....•.•.•.................... ...•..
Blackwater ..•....••....••••........ ·••..•..............

~~1A~~tr.1tnf: :: ::: :·::: :: ::: :: :::: ::::::: :: :::::::::: :::

2-10 ..........••••••.•••••.••••••••••• •••••••·•••• .••••.

Escambia ....................•..•.•••.••............•.•
Oceola . . ......•.....••.....•.......••....••....••.......
Seminol~ .....•...............•........•.•..............
Buckeye .....•............................••...........

~u~!?;
t:;:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::
Anchor No. 1 ......................................... .
0

Commodore ...•.........•..........•••.................
Animas Belle ......•......••••...........•..............
Fairchild ............•................... ... ........ . ...

~:H:~ ;t:; ~ilisite":·.·.·_:·.::::: ::: ::: ::::::::::::::::::

Lake~o.
Gunnison.
Do.
Summit.
San Juan.
Rio Grande.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Clear Creek.
Do.
Do.
Rio Grande.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Lake.
San Juan.
Do.
Ouray.
San.Tuan.
Do.
Ouray.

'.Do.

Jewell. . ........................•....................... Pitkin.
RendeYous .... ..........•.....•..••.........•.••....... Park.
Belladona ... ............................................ San Juan.
Do.
Do.
Summit.
Park.
Do.
Moss Vail. . .. ••••••.. ..... ..............•...........•..
Maple Leaf . •••••• . ..............................•...... Gunnison.
La Plata.
San Miguel.
Index ...•.................................•.. ··•· ·· ··· · Hinsdale.
Yellow Jacket ..................... . .................. . Clear Creek.
Boulder.
1
~~-~: :: : :: : : : : :: ::: :: :: ::::::::: ::::::: :: : : ::: : : : Gunnison.
Do.
Pitkin.
Do.
Robert E. Lee ...................•....•..••...... .... ...
Do.
8
Do.
* District 3.
t A and B.

ifi~:1~~tt;::::::: : : ; ::;::i:::::::i:: ~:: :i
~~}~e!tti~k-~n::: ::::::: ::: ::: :::::: ::::::::::::: :: :::

:f;18i:
~~~\'.!rc~·i~t~: ::: ::::::: :: ::::::::::::::::::::::: :: :::::
1
~!f1! .1t ~.:::: :: ::: :::: :: :::: :: ::: ::::::::::::::: ::: :::
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Date of Survey
pr~t~1.
No.

Name of claim.

County.

------1---------------------887.

0Gt, 14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
15
15
17
18
18
18
19
19
19
19
19
19
20
20
20
20
20
20
20
21
22
22
22
22
24
24
24
24
24
24
25
2f>
25
26
26
27
27
27
27
27
27
27

27
'27
27
27
27
27
27
27
27

w
~o
31
31

Nov. 1
l
l
1
l

2
3

4832
4832
4832
4832
4832
4832
4832
4832
4832
4832
4832
4832
4942
4691
4919
4922
4922
4924
4890
4746
4030
4450
4888
4888
4888
4888
4888
4835
4835
4871
4871
4871
4871
4932
4945
4906
4935
4908
4023
4844
4951
4885
4897
4897
*4203
4958
49:33
4950
4858
4915
4784
4937
4937
4881
~7:12
4700
47!10
4790
4700
4790
4~72

i~~ iH~h:~.:::::::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

4rli2
4 7'!.

Albert. .............................. .................. .
13(•:ttric ..... . .... ... .......... ..................... ... .

4 i2
1872
4;;50
47 8
4801
41J40
4'Jt7
48'

4 08
4013
-i'H!I
1 3
4 fl!)
4 :,0

Badger . ........... . .....••.........•.•.......•..•......
Legal Tender ...•.•......•••••••..••................•.
.Antelope ...........•.....••....•..•.•••................
Polar Star ............................................ .
Iron King ...............•...••...•.••.••..••........•..
Wilson and Stimson ................................... .
Good Hope No. 2 ..•..••••...•......•.......•..••.......

t~;ritJf~;.::::
_-_-:::: ::: :::::::: :::::: ::: :::::: :::.-: ::::
Adriatic ...................................... ... ..... .
Chrysolite ...................•••.•••••.... ....• ........
L ewis. ............. ,. .............................. ..
New Foundland No, 2 ................................ ..
Junction .............................................. .
Mountain View ........ , .....•...•................••...
Buffalo ........................................... ······
Lookout .. . ..........•.•.•..................•••• ..... ···
Silver King ........................................... .
Eagle Bird ............•...•••..•..........••...•.......
New Years ............•.•••.•......•......••..•......•
Mercury ............................................. ..
Jupiter .................................... ..... .. ..... .
Venus ................................................. .
Last Chance .•..••..............•.••.•......•.•..... ···
Juno ............................ · • · • - • • • · · • • • • · • · · · · · · ·
Forest Lily .......................................... ···

6lJennie
i~~~~~.~:.
~i.l~~~~~ :::.-.-:: _-_-:: : :: : : :: : : : : :::: :: : : : : : : : :
................................•....••... ········
Miocine ................................ ··••·· ...... · · · ·
Cleadro ................................................ .
Euclid .Avenue ..................................... ·· ..

~~;!~~f!e? ~~i.1:l~~: :::~ ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::.::·

Emma ............................................. .... .
Denver .............................................. ···
Idella ... . . ................... .. .................... ... .
Collen Bawn ........................ ................... .
Germanin. ............................................. .
Trojan ........................................... ······
.America ............................................... .
Standard ............................•........... · · · ·•·
Caledonia ... ..•...........•...........••.•..... . .... ·· ·
Commonwealth . ..................................... · · ·
Poormans ............................................ · ·

~~~vfci~~~i.·.·.·.·::.·.·:.·.·:.·.·.-.·.·.·.:::::::::: :: :::: :: ::::::::
Jessie ................................................ .
Occidental.... . . . .. . . . . ....•...................... .....

~~~k!~:~~::::: :: :: :::: :: :::: ::::::::: :::: :::::::::::::
~~~:?. ~~.g~.l...· .-.- : .-.· .-.-.- .- .-_. _..-.- : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : :
Geneivo ..... . ....... .. ............... ................. .
Jm1 phine No. 2 .................. . ................... ..
Litt! Giant ........................ .. ................. .
Silver J>oiut .......................................... ..

'lif~:·.r.l~·-:::: :: :::::::::: ::: ::::: :::: :: ::::::: ::: :::::::

~~1rl~~~~~: ~:: : ~: :: :::::: :::: :: :::::::::::: :: ::::::

M rrimac ........................ ................ ..... .
onntnin ............................................. .

~~i[:!I\~~:; \'.}'.'.'.\ \ ; ;\:\;
• DiBtri

3.

Pitkin.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Gilpin.
Lake.
Gilpin.
Hinsdale.
Do.
Gnnnison.
Ouray.
Pitkin.
San Juan.
Lake.
Gunnison.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
San Juan.
Do.
Pitkin.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Summit.
Gilpin.
Saguaohe.
Chaffee.
Saguache.
Chaffee.
Ouray.
Chaffee.
Clear Creek.
Do.
Do.
Chaffee.
Do.
Saguache.
Gilpin.
Gunnison.
Park.
San Juan.
Do.
Do.
La Plata.
Pitkin.
Oura!>o.
Do.•
Do.
Do.
Clear Cr ek.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Chaffee.
Clear Creek.
Lake.
Chaffee.
Eagle.
Do.
, an Miguel.
Do.
Do.
Eagle.
Caster.
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PUBLIC LANDS.
D.-Stateme~t of sutveys of 'mines and millsites in Colomdo, elic.-Continued.
Date of Survey
ap·
No.
proval.
1887.
Nov. 4
4

12
14
14

4913
4913
4913
4913
4913
4902
4902
4762
4903
4903
4944
4960
4819
4819
4598
4598
4598
4598
45!18
4598
4598
4598
4598
4917
4928
4948
4948
4846
4846
4846
4967
4939
4939
4722
4887
4887
4828
1954
4946
4916

16

4811

Mi
17
17
17
17
17
17
17
17
18
18
18
19
19
19
20
21
21
21
22
22
23

4920
4909
4969
5014
'5043
5043
*4968
4968
4968
4912
4912
4912

4

4

4
4
4
4
5
5
5
5
5
5

5
5

5
5
5
5
5

5
5
5

5
8
8
9
9
9
9

10
10
10
11
11
11

'

25

28
30
30
30
Dec. 1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

l

4n6
t4485

4485
t4105
5015
4537
4536
4812

4977
4669
4911
4731

4994
4994
4794
4870
4870
4870
4870
4870
4870
4870
4870
4870

County.

Name of claim.

~~\t~~ ~~~!. ::: :: :::: :: :~::::::: :: :: ::::: :::::::: ::::::
ltit Carson .••••••.•.•••.••..••. ·•••••••••·••·•···•••••·
King Fisher .••..•••••..•. , •••• • .• • • ••• ·. • • · • • • • · • • · · • • ·
Alice ...•..••••.•••.•.••.••.•• •.••.•••• -••••..••..••.•.
Bennett .. ........... •.•.. ..•...••••• .••••••••••.••.•••.
Bennett Extension .••••••.•••••••••••.••..•• ••..••.••• ·
Cleveland City ..•••.......•.••••••••••..••..••• • • • · • • • ·
Alice ......•.......•.•.•••••.•••••.•••••••••.•••.••.....
Alice Extension ..•......•...•••..•..•••.•..•••••••• •••·
Black Prince ..•...••... ••.• •..•••.••••••••..••..••.. ·•·
Silver Ledge ..•••••.••••.••..••••••••••• ••·••·•••··•···
White Spar ....••.•••••.•...•••••.•.•••.•.•••••.• ••..• .
New Discovery ..•..•.....•••••••.••.••••••••.•• • · • · • • ·
Dick Turpin.... • .................................. • ·.
Theodolite No. l ...................................... ·
Theodolite No. 2 .••••••••••••• •• .••••••••••• •••• ••• • • • •
Theodolite No. 3 .••••• ..•.. ••••• •••.••••••.••..• ...•.•.
Theodolite No.4 .....••.......••.•.•••• ••••• .....•..•,..
Theodolite No. 5 ••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.
Theodolite No. 6 .•••••.•••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••.•
Theodolite No. 7 .••.•..•.••••.••••••..••..••••••.•• • ..•
Theodolite No. 8 ....................... ............... .
Sancho ................................................ .
California placer ...................................... .
Yopsie No. 2 . ..... ........................... .. ....... .
Pitkin .......••.•••••••••.•••••••..••••.•....••.••..•••.
Jed .......... . ... •• .••••••••••..•.•••..••.•.••...•.....
Little Nannie ...•••••••••••••••.••..••......•••••.••••.
Little Rosa ....••.••..••..••..••..••......•••...•. ·. · ·.
Golden Anchor .•.•••.••.•••..•......••...•••..•...•..•
Franklin .... •...•.•.•.•... •••••.....••••• ..••••...•.•.
Stea1nboat .......•..........•..••...••••.•••.•.....••..
Smoky City . ..••• . .••.... .•.•.. •....•••.•••••..•.••••••
Grand View ..•..••••.••••..•..••..•.•••••.••.•••..••..
Grand Tower .•••••••..•• .••.••••••• .••••..• •. •• ..••••.
Boulder .........•.•••••.•••••.•••••.•••••••••..•...••..

Summit.

Do.
Do.

Do.
Do.
Eagle.
Do.
Boulder.
Eagle.

Do.

Ouray.
Gilpin.
San Miguel.
Do .•
Lake.

Do.

Do.

Do.
Do.
Do.

Do.
Do.

Do.
Boulder.
Pitkin.
Do.

Do.

Ouray.

Do.

Do.
Gilpin.
Boulder.

Do.

Pitkin.
Saguache.
Do.
Pitkin.
Clear Creek.

¥r:oR:i~: :: ::::::::::::::: ::::::: :::::: ::: :::: :::::::: ~~~ia~r.
~i:~rrr~l!~~a:t:: ·.:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: San
Juan,
Clear Creek.
Paris - · ······· · ···· ····· ·· ······················ ··· ·--·

fgr~i~1:a :.".'.".".".' .' :::: .'.': .': ::::::: :: : ::::: :::: :: :::::::::

Gilpin.

Do.

Carbonate . .•..•.....•...••.. ~ ••••.....•.•••.•.•••......
Do.
Extension ..•.. .. , ...•••..• •••.....•.•.• .•..• ..• • ..•... . Clear Ureek.
Extension millsite .................................... .
Do.
Divide .....•.......•.......•...•...•••.•••••.•••••..... Gilpin.
Divide Extension._ ...••.......• ••.•.•• . .••••• .. •..•.•..
Do.
A, mill site .....•.......••.•.......•••••••••••...•••....
Do.
Salisbury .... . •.. . ...... •....... . •••••.•••.•.•••••. _.... Clear Creek and summi*·
Santa Fe ... .. .•..• .•. •••. .•..•••••.....•••.•....• •.... .
Do.
Santa Cruz .... . . .. .............. ...................... .
Do.
Pitkin.
Lake.
Rerl Hood .....•..••....••......•.....••.....••.........
Do.
Last Chance .. ...•. •...• ••••...•..•..•••••••••••...•.••• Eagle.
Albert ........... ..... ........... .. .... ... ..... .. .... .. . Gilpin.
Aid-de Camp ....••..•..•.•.•.•• ..•...••. .••. .••....•. . . Lake.
Emma . ................................................ .
Do.
CharlesL ........... . ..•. ...•.• .....•.. .•••••••....•... Pitkin.
C.H. Richmond .•.•••..•..........•.•....•..••..••..... Gunnison.
Monument .•...•..................••.•...••..••..•.... Summit.
Gunnison.
Pitkin.
Hamlet .••.......••••.••...........•...•. , .....••..••... San Juan.
Edith .••........•.......••.•....•.••••.••••••.......•..
Do.

~iNt~1g:::: :: .·: :: :: :: :::: :::: :::::: :::::: ::::::::::::::

!l~fg~-~·.:·:.·:.:·. :·.-.·.-.-.·. :·.-.: ·.-.-. ·. ·.-.-. ·. ·.-.-.: ·.-.-.~ ·.-.-.::::::::::

g~~il;t:
:~:::::::::: :::: :: ::: ::::::: ::::::: ::: :::::::::
Grand View ..•.•• ..••.• .•••.•.•.•••.••..•••• •••••...••.
Round Up Extension ......•.......•.•••.• ••.•.•••....•.
Mammoth ...•.•.• ••••.. .•..... ....... • ......••..•......
Pride of the West ..•.................•. ..••••.••.....•.
Silver Crown ...•.•...•• • ..............••••.••••••••••..
O.K .....•...•...•.........•.............•••••.....••••.
Dhtmond .•••.•................• . .•....•..•••••..•...••.
Pillow .•••••.••• •• ..........••.••.•.•.......••... ...••••

* A. & Il.

t District 3.

Do.
Do.

Do.

Do.

Do.
Do.
Do.

Do.
Do.
Do.
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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.
D.-Statement of surveys of niines ancl rnillsites in Colorado, etc.-Continued.

Date of Survey
pr~~~l.

Name of claim.

No.

1887.

Dec.

1
1
2
2
2

2
2
2

4870 Mayflower ..........•...........•..•.....•......••.•....
4789 .Juno . .... .. •... ..........••••..........................
4975 King Solomon .........................•....•... , ..•.....
4975 Evening Star ...•.... .... .....•...•..•...••..•..........
4975 A.Hie . ............•........••••................•........
4975 Orion . ........ ......... ....•.....••...................•.
4975 Mollie Stark Extension ..........•••...................
4949
4949
4949
4949
4949 Diamond Crystal. ..•................••...•........ . ....
4949 Silica Crystal. .............••...............•...•.......
4874 Good Hope .................•..... . .....•..•... .... .....
4905 Daisy .............•................................... .
5095 Rodgers ............................................... .
4930 Venture .............................................. .
4936 La Plata .......•......•..........•.••.............. .•. .
4875 Excelsior· ........................••..............•.....
*4317 Copper King ........ ...... , ....•••.•....••....... ......
4991 Challenge .... . .......•...•.......•.•••.•.•••..........
t2675 Magpie ........•..........•..••.•••................ .. ...
5018 Little .Aurora .•............•.......•....................
5000 Legal Tender ......•.......•. . ....•................... .
5012 Duchess ............••.•......•••................. ······
4957 Chloride ....... : ........•...•••.....................•...
4956 Union ..........•........••..•...........•.... .....• .••.
4918 Escanaba •...•...•••...•.•.•..•••........•........... . ..
4918 Palmer .........................•.• . .....•..............
4918 Cass .......................... . ................... ... .. .
4918 Ocon1,o ........ ..........•• •...•....•...................
4318 Keystone ................... ......... ..........•........
4988 ViviaB .................•.•.......................•....
t4886 l!'ourth of .July ....................•....................
4886 -Philadelphia ......•.... . ...............................
4886
5021
No. 2 ........................................ .
5021 Iron
4895 Dexter ................................................ .
4895 Argo .................•••••......••..•••................
4509
4509
4509
4509
4599
4509
4509 \Vire Silver ................... . ....................... ·
4509
4509
4509 Norwalk ..............•...•................ ............
4509 Creston ... . .............•................. ....... ······
4509
4509
4509
4509
4509
4.509 Achilles .............................................. .
4509 Edith .. .......... ..... ........ .... .................... .
4509
4509
4509 Forest mill!!ite ......•.....••••...•.••.•..•....•.•••.•.
5017 Rove1· ........... ...........••...•..... ............. . ·•·
5024
5004
4078
49 3
4981
40 t Lolit.~ ...... . ........................•.............. ··· ·
r.026 Little J.annio .. .............................. ... . ...... .
4903
4007

~~~;e~rc:;:l~i::::: :: ::::::: ::: ::: ::: :::: :::: :: ::: :::::
~1<1c~;Jt~T1~: :: ::::::::::::::::: :::::::::::::::: ::: :: :

2

2
2
2
2

3
3
3
5
5
5
7
7
7
7
9

12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12

13
16
16
16
17
17
17
17
17
17
17
17
17
17
17
17
17
17
17
17
17
17
17
17
17
17
17
17
17
17
17
17
17
17
10
19
19
10

21
21
21
21
21
21
2'2

~:i:~~:.
Ore, ~~:~~~~::::: :: ::: ::::::: :::::::::: :: ::::::::::

;;;;li~s~.::::: ::::: :·.::: ::::::: :: ::: :::: :::::: :::: :·.::: ·
~f~ri: ·.::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

~?~;~!1~~~!.:: ::: :::::::::::: :: :::::::::: :: :::::::::::
ta!:~~'.::.::::·_:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

County.

Sau .Juan,
Lake .
Gilpin.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Pitkin.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
La Plata,
Park.
San .Juan.
Do.
Do.
La Plata.
Eagle.
San .Juan.
Dolores.
Lake.
Gilpin and Clear Creek.
Gunnison.
Clear Creek.
Do.
Boulder.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Saguache.
Summit.
Do.
Do.
Gunnison.
Do.
Eagle.
Do.
Clear Creek,
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do. '
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Gilpin.
Summit.
Clear
Chaff e.
Ouray.

ii~fa·~: ~ ~ ~:::::::: ~::::::::::: ~:::::::::::::::: ::::::
Zv!~t!tra·::::::::::::::::::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::
t~~fe~to~~.:: :::::::: :: :::: :: :::: ::::::: :: ::::: :: ::·. ::::

l~-:'.~~~~:~k~--::. :::~:::::: :: ::::::::: :: :::: :::: ::::::::::

imt~~tt~~l~~~~:: : : : : ::::::::::::::::::::~: : :::.

;,066

4751

751
4 .. r,

Creek.

Gilpin.
Clear Creek.
, aguacbe.
unni on.
Ouray.

:f;;0,~t?t::: : ::i:::::::::::):::::::::•
,;_!\i:J: !\\:)::::: :: : : : : : : : : : : :::::

Lnl< .
G111111i11on.
, ummit.

"!Ji rl

3.

1 IJi tri t 7.

t A nndB.
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PUBLIC LANDS.
D.-Statement of surveys of mines and millsites in Colorado, eto.-Continued.
Date of Survey
pr!~~ No.
1887.

Dee. 22
22
23
23
23
24

24
27

27

27
27
27

Lake.
4725 North Star, No. 2 •••••••••••••••••••••••• • • • • ••• • • • • • • • • Ouray.
4831
Gunnison.
~~aJn:!~l~~u
·::
::
:
::::::
::
:
:
:
:
:::::::
:::
:::
::::
:::
::::
*4236
Lake.
4893
San Juan.
5046
5049
Gili)~..
5016
Park.
5129

~t:tlif~~d:::::::::::::::::::::::::: :: :: :::: ::::: :: :

lfttf:B~;;i·~: ::: ::::::::::::::: :: :::: ::::::::: :::::::::

4953
4953
4953

4953

28

4974

29
29

4971
5032

30

5047
5045
5045
6045
4861
5050

30
30
30

30
30

31
1888.

4940

t;T'I:Kto .......................... .................... : Bolllder.

i~i'~~J~·.~·.~~ '.'.: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::
~~1tJ~~\!~~:~i:~. :: :::: :: ::: ::::::::: ::::: ::::::::::::: Gilpln.
Courtland .•••••.••.••••••.••.••••.•••••••••••••••••.•• ·
Vermillion •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••.••••••••••••
Boston .•••••.••••••••.••••• •••••••••• •••••••••••••••••.

~i!t!n~~~::::::::::::::::::: :::::::::::::::: ::::::::::
g}1~:!~f:::~::~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

Lake.
Clear Creek.
Boulder.
San Juan.
Do.
Rock Island ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••.
Do.
Do.
l1C~n~t.o~: ::::: :::::::: :: :: :: :: :: :: : : : : : :: :: :::: ::::::
Do.
Boulder.

'flJ>mt~Yt .......................................: ..... .

Jan. 3

4782

3
3

4
4

5040
5040
4818
4781

~rtif!i~:
::::::::: :: ::::::: :::::: :::::::::: :::::::::: ::
Little Anna •••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••.

6

4775

5
5

4775
4825
4824
5061
5060

i;:t:y

6

6
6
6
6
6
6
6

6
6
6

6
6
6
9

9
9

11
12
10
11
11
11
12
13
14
H
16
16
17
20

20
20

21
23
24
24
25

Z1

County.

Name of claim.

4823

4909

t4673
4673
t4672
4672

5084
5048
4876
4877
4878
4826
4879
4879
4759

5009
5010
5080

4859
4859
5074

*4482
4481
4990

5097
5098

5086

5114
5114

Mercantile·······································-··· Lake.
Chaffee.
Do.
Lake.
Do.
Scotia ..••.•...• . •••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••.
Do.
Do.
i\~:::!t~t;wi~~-::: ::~.:::: : : ::: : :·. :::: : :::::::: :: ::::::
Queen .•••••••••.•••••••••••.••••••••••••••••. Ourato.
San Juan.
Do.
Clark ..•...••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
First National ••••••••••••.•• •••••••••••••••••••••••••• • Ourav.
Cumberland .••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••. Gunnison.
Crown .••...•..•••.•••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••. Clear Creek.
Uo.
Alliance millsite ······························-········
Do.
ics\~t\~;iii;ite. :::::: :::::::::::::::: :: : ::: :: :::: :: ::::::
Do.
Milwaukee .•••••..•.••••••••••••••••••••• •••••••• ·-··· Ouray.
Protection.-••••••••••.•••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••• ••· San Juan.
Ouray.

tf~~Wa:;i
::::::::::·.-.-.-.-.-.-.·.::: :::: :: :::: :: :::: :::: ::
Silver Courd .••.••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••• ••. • • •

}¥kl.·················································

Gladstone .••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••·
Rome ..•••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••.•••••••••••.
Fairview ...•••.•••••.•••••.••••••••.••••••••••••••••••.
Hidden Treasure .•••••.•••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••
Pine Tree .•••••.•••.••••••••••••.••••.••••••••••••••••.
Happy Thought .. ··.···:···· .••••••••••••••••••••••••••.
Happy Thought, m1ll-s1te .•••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••
Hattie Myrtle .••.••••••.••.••••.••.••.•.••.•••••••••.•.
~!~:ogo ···············~·.· ····························
Sultan .......•••••••••••.•••••.•••.•••••••••••••••••••.

tf&r:tr:nv~~.: ::::::::::::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::
6~~~\_T.~~~~=

::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ::::::

EmmaR •••••••••••••.••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••.
A.J.P .•••••••••••..•..•••••.•••••••••••.•••••.••••.••.
4965 Topeka ...•••.•••••••••••.•••••.•••••••••••.••••••••••.
4961 Interocean .•••••••.•••••.•••.•••..••••••••••••••.•••••.
5077 Mammoth . .......•••.•••.••••.••.••••.•••••••••.••••••.
5077 Pride of Colorado ....••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.
4959 Rough and Ready, No. 2 ..•. .•...•..•...•...•...•...••..
4860 Promontory .••...•.•••••••••••••••••••••.•••.•••••••••.
* District a.
t A and B.
6056

bo.

Do.
Do.
San Juan.
Do.
Chaffee.
Do.
San Juan.
Gilpin. ·
SanMigueL
Do.
Gilpin.
Lake.
Do.
Clear Creek.
Pitkin.
Do.
San Juan.
Pitkin.
Do.
Do.
Clear Creek.
Pitkin.
Hinsdale.
Do.
Lake.
San Juan.
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D.-Statement of s1.wveys of mines and millsitea in Colorado, eto.-Continued.

Date of Survey
pr~~~.
No.
1888.

Jan. 27
27
30
30
31
31
31
31

Feb.

1
1
1
1
2
3
3

4
6
6
6
6

8
8

s·
8
8
8
8
8

8
8
8

8
9
9
9
9
9
21
21
21
21
21
21
21
21
21
21
21
21
21
21
21
21
21
21
21
21
21
21
21
21
21
21
21
21
21
13

13
13
13
13
13

13
13
14
1'

1'
14

4860
4860
5055
5055
4986
4986
5064
4866
5033
5088
5088
5088
4992
5144
5011
5071
4938
4938
5037
5083
5057
5057
5141
5141
6141
4559
4559
4559
4559
4559
4559
5559
5081
6105
6105
5105
4989
6003
5003
5003
5003
5003
5003
6003
6003
5003
5003
5003
6003
6003
6003
6003
60(13
6003

Name of claim.

Vulture ............................................... .
Dexter ................................................ .
.Ala H ................................................. .
Susie F .................. · ............................. .
Oxford ............................................... ..
Mayflower, mill.site ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••..•.
Silver Meteor ........................................ ..
Silver Crown .......................................... .
iiock ............................................. .

ill

County.

San Juan.
Do,
Pitkin.
Do.
Chaffee.
Do.
Ouray.

~:~t;tta.

Gunnison.
South Star ........................................... ..
Do.
Minnesota ............................................ .
Do.
Eureka ................................................ . Lake.
Captain Ben ............................... ·-··········
Malone ................................................ .
Mammoth placer ...................................... . Gilpin.
Chaffee.
0
Do.
Eliza ............. •.................................... . Lake.
Blue Bell .............................................. . Gunnison.
Puzzler ................................................ . Boulder.
Do.
Puzzler, mill•site ••••••.••. ·- ......................... .
Pautuclret............................................. . Gilpin.
Do.
Iron Chest ............................................ .
Do.
84 ..................................................... .
Star ................................................... . Boulder.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Deserted Star ......................................... .
Do.
Hogback .............................................. .
Do.
Do.
~f!~rt's placer ........................................ . Park.
Do.
Do.
Uonundrum .................................... • • • • • • • ·
Do.
Puzzle .. .. .............................................. .
Boulder.
Kentucky ............................................. .
Mammoth ....................................... ••• • •· Gilpin and Clear Creek.
Do.
Mammoth No. 2 ...................................... ..
Do.
Mammoth No. 3 ...................................... • •
Do.
:Mammoth No. 4 ............................... · • • • •• • • •
Do.
:Mammoth No. 5 ....................................... .
Do.
Mammoth No. 6 ...................................... • •
Do.
Mammoth No. 7 ....................................... .
Do.
Mammoth No. 8 ....................................... .
Do.
Mommoth No. 9 ....................................... •
Do.
Do.
Do.
Minnie Extension •••••••••••••••••• -· ................ .
Do.
Cliff . .................................................. .
Do.
War Dance ........................................... .
Do.
War Dance Extension ................................. .
Do,
Moulton .............................................. .
Do.
Moulton Extension .................................... .
Do.
6003 Clifford .............................................. ..
Do.
5003 Clifford Extension .................................. -- ·
Do.
5003 Modoc ............................................... ..
Do.
6003 Modoc Extension ................................... -- · ·
Do.
5003 .A. R. Mackey Extension .............................. .
J>o.
6003
Do.
6003
Do.
5003
Do.
6003
Do.
6003
Do.
6003 Mettle ............................................... ..
5003 M ttle Extension ................................ • • · -- ·
Do.
6051 l. X.L ................................................ . Pitkin.
4973 J. G. M. .............................................. .. Lake.
6053 Nine :Brothers ........................ - ........ • ..... .. GunnisOll.
5053
Do.
6053
Do.
5053
Do.
5053 Colorado .............................................. .
Do.
5053
Do.
ilverBell ........................................... ..
49
olomlte .............................................. . Lake.
613
Gunnison.
6188
w :::::: :::: :: :::::: :::: :::::: :::::: :::: :::: ::
Do.
138 Grand View No.2 ..................................... .
Do.

~~:?~an.

tit! Bi:!iii~: ::: :: ::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

i~\~;t;.~:·.:::::::::::·.::: ::: ::::::::::::::::: :::::::::

~J~~ftm:::: :::::: :::: :~:::: :: ::: ::: :::::::::: :::::::

~t~8Ji~:::::::::: ::~: :::::::::::::::::: ::: :::: ::::::::::

i!i~JE\\\\\lillllllli\llllll\lilll\lll\\\\l\\\\lli

ii:i~~: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::
o~!d iri
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PUBLIC i< LANDS.

D.-Statement of BtirveyB of mines and millaitea in Colorado, etc.-Continued.
Date of Survey
IIP·
No.

County.

Name of claim.

proval.
1888,

Feb. 14

14
14
14
14
15
15
17
17
17
17
]8
18
18
20
20
23
23
23
23
23
23
23
23
23
23
23
24·
27
27
27
27
27
27
28
28
28
29
29
29
29
29
Mar. -1
1
2

3
3
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
5
5
6
7
7
7
7
7
8
9
9
9
9
10
10
10
10
10

15
15
12
14
14

5142
5039
5039
5039
5039
5160
4982
5147
5089
5146
5099
5128
5152
5028
5151
5168
*5059
5059
t2650
5161
5161
5161
*5058
5058
5041
5072
5072
4966
5175
5100
5100
5100
5100
4926
5104
4927
5008
5135
5102
5134
5157
5174
5136
5136
5103
5163
4970
5042
5042
5042
5042
5054
5054
5054
4769
4769
t2055
5111
5111
5111
4873
5169
4730
4591
4591
4591
5189
5106
5]06
5106
5106
5140
4727
5183
5153
5115
5115

Setting Sun ............•..•••••.•••••.•••••• • ·•·•• .. • •· Gilpin.
Anna.Eliza ..•••....•••••••••..••••.••.......•.....•.••. Boulder.
Edith May.............................................
Do.
Oneonta ... a............................................
~~'.
~:figomery .•••••.........•....•...•..•••••........•.. Gil~n.
1fr~:~a .....•.... ..••••••.......•••••....•..........•..
Dunboy ........ , .... · .••• •• · • • · · • · • • • • •• • • • • · • · · · • · · · · ·
1
!ffeB:~ . '. :: : : : ::: : : : '. :: : :::::: :::: :: :::: :: : : : : : '.::: :: '.
Tw~ve.Mile, placer...... . • . • • • . . • • • • . . •• • • . . • • . . . • . . • .
Melvina................................................
Delaware ..............................................
Skelly. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • .. .. . • • . . • • ... • • • • • • • • .. . . . . . . . .
Kent No. 2. ....... ...••• .....•••••.••.•... .••. ...... .. .
Sweet Home..................................... ........
Enterprise, mill.site.................................. . .
Iron Chest-.............. •• •••••••• .•.•.• ••.•.• .•. . . • . . .
Iron No. l.. .... ....... .. .. ... ••••••••••••.. ... .. . ..... .
Iron No. 2.. •. .... •• ..••.• .•.• •• . •• ••• •••• ••••••.. •. .• • .
Iron No. 3•••• ~ •• •••• •• • ••• ••••••••• ••••••• •••• •• •••••••
Gold Dust. . • . . . . . . . . . . . .• • • • • . . • . • . . • . . • ••• •• • . • . . . . . . .

!:i~ison
~~~ison.
Pitkin.
Gilpin.
Lake.
Boulder.
Gilpin.
Do.
Clear Creek.
Do.
Ouray.
Park.
Do.
Do.
Clear Creek.

i~~~
GunJ:~n.
Cleveland ....... ......•••••..••••••••••.•.......•..••.. San Juan.
Cleveland No. 2...... ............ ............. .........
Do.
John, W. B .•.•.••••••••••• ••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••• Pitkin.
Friendship............................................. Chaffee.

f!8/·.~~ .i~~::::::::::::::::::::::: :::::::::::::
8

£1!f~1fi;!:
::::::.~::::::::::::::::::::: ::::::: ::::::::
Silver Eagle. . . . . . . . •. • . • . • • • • • •• • • • • •• •• •• . . . . . . . . . . . . •

Gnn1¥>~n.
Do.
Galena.................................................
Do.
April Fool. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . • • . • • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . • .. . . . . Chaffee.
Apple·blossom, placer. -- • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . • . . • . . . . Pitkin.

i;~!li ~~~~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~:::::::::: ~:::~~.
Peabody placer.........................................
Bessie..................................................
Sanders····························· ······~·············
Free Gold..............................................
O'Neil ..................._.•••..•..••..••••••.. •.. ...•..

Park.
Lake.
Chaffee.
Do.
Lake.

~f!Y~!ri:s~~~~~:::: :: ::::::::::: :::: :::::::::::: ::::::

Cleafc;eek,

~~~[I~~.!rt:::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: '.:::

ff;:fe:::::
:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::
Poor Man's Friend . . • . . . • . . ••• •• ••• • • • . . • . • • • • . . . . . • . .
GoOll Credit............................................
Bull of the Woods .•...•••••••.•••...••.• -••••..•.....•.
Bell of the East . . • . . • • . . •• • • • . • • . . . • •. • • . . • • . . • • • . • . • . .
Grand View.... . . • . . • • . •• • • •• . . • . • • • • • • . • . • • • . • • • •• • • • •
Amazon .... ..•.. .••.••.••••.••...••••........••••.••••.
Honduras ..•.... ...••••.•••..•. ·····-··· ..•..••. ...•..
Bessie G . • • . . • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • . • • . • • • . • • • . • . . .
Little Shaver ..••.•..•••.••••••..••.••••••••............
Cross Cut . . . . . . . . . .. • . • . ••• •• ••••••. •• • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Good Fortune..........................................
Cora G .••..•••.•••••••••.•••••• ·-······················
Star . . . . . . . . .• . • . . . • • . . • . . . • • . • • • • • • •• . . • . . • • • . . . . . . . . . .
J. L. Sanderson .••..•••.••..•••••.••.••.••••.•..•......
Sifter . . . . . . . . . .. . . . • • • • •• •• •• •• •• •• •• •• . • . . • • .• •• . . . . . .
Sifter No. 2... •.. ••• . .••.••.. •••••••••••.••.••••••. ... ..
Sifter No. 3. ••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••.. •••••••. •• .. . •.
LittleAnna .•••••.••...•••.•.•••••••••.•••• ~ •..•.......

r~f~·
Boult!:
Do.
Dq.
Pitkin.
Do.
Do.
Lake.
Do.
La Plata.
San Juan.
Do.
Do.
La Plata.
Chaffee.
Boulder.
Lake.
Do.
Do.
Gilpin.

~~g{!uf~;je·:: ::: :::::::::::::::::: :::::::::: ::: ::::::: Pitk¥>~.
Do.

M.N .......•........•••.•••••.••.••••••.••.•..••.....•.
L. W ...................................................

Do.

tmFt.i~;::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: tllf:an.

Benton................................................. Clear Creek.
Sand . . . . • .• . • . . . . . . • . • • . . . . . .• • •• . . • . • • • . ••• • • • . . . . . . • . Summit.
Lime...................................................
Do.
* A and B.
tDistrict 7.
t District 7.

•
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D.-Statement of 8urveys of mines and mill8ite, in Colorado, eto.-Continued.
Date of Survey
pr~t·a1.
No.
1888.

Mar. 14
12
13
14
14
14
15
15
- 16
16
16
16
16
16
17
17
17
17
i.7
17
17
27
23
24

24
24
22
23
27
27
27
27
27
24
24
24
24
2"f
27
28

28
29
31
31

A.pr.

~
2
3

3
4
4
4
5
6

6
6
5

11
11
11
11
11
11
11
11
11
11
6
7
7

7
7

11
11
12

5115
5022
5162
5145
5145
5145
5190
5034
5170
5198
*4882
4882
*4883
4883
5196
5030
5158
5158
5158
5158
5194
518!1,
5192
tl034
·1034
1034
4934
5172
*5075
5075
*5076
5076
5166
5143
5143
5143
5143
5193
5206
5208
5208
5116
5023
5087
5197
5101
6101
5027
4941
5216
5216
5118
4801
6137
*5112
5112
5178
5167
5167
5167
5167
5167
5167
5167
5167
5167
5167
5001
5109
5036
5035
6107
6006
6101
5207

Name of claim.

Shale ................................................. . Summit.
Golden Cross .••••••.••.••••••.•••.•••••••.•••••••••.••. San Miguel
A.usable ... . ..••••••.•••••••••••••.•••.•••••.••••••••••. Summit.
Olsen placer ..........••••••••••••.••••••..••..••.••••••
Do.
Day's Gulch, placer .••.••••••••.••••••••••••••..••.•••.
Do.
Do.
Pitkin.
Hamilton ............................................ .. Clear Creek.
Bradford Be1le ........................................ . Lake.
Garibaldi ... . .................... ............. ........ . Gilpin.
San Miguel
Do.
Do.
Do.
Martin ................ .. ... .... . ....................... . Gilpin.
Pinion ••••••••••..••..•••••.••.••••••••••••••••••••.••. Chaffee.
Do.
Merrirnac .••. ~············ .......................... .
Do,
Pueblo ...•••••.••••••.•• ••••••••••••••••• .••..••..••.•.
Gorsuch .............................................. ..
Do.
Do.
.
Hardine ..•..••••••..••••••••..•••. ••••••••••. ·•••·••· ··
Kaverne ...•..•••.•••••••••. •••••• .•••••••••••••.. .••.•. Clear Creek.
Excelsior .••.••••.••..••.•••••• •••••..•••.••••• .••.•••. Hinsdale.
Gilpin.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Oro ................................................... . Lake.
Red Jacket ..•..•••••.•...•••••• ••••••••••••••.••••• ••• Pitkin.
Archie ............. . .................................. . San Miguel
Do.
Archie, mill-site .••••••••.•• •.•••••••••••••••••••••••••.
Do.
White Beaver ..................................... ... ..
Do.
White Beaver, mfil.site.. .............................. .
W. C. Garlock .••..••..••..••••••••••••••• •••..••••.•••. Hinsdale.
Lake.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Park.
Pitkin.
~~~
Do.
Do.
Sunday ............................................... .
Lake.
San Miguel
Lone Star ............................................. . Boulder.
Gilpin,
Adelaide, mill.site ..................................... . Oural>o.
Park.
Boulder.
Pitkin.
Do.
Paymaster .••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••. San Juan.
Do.
¥!:.~seh ......•..•••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

:~:r~~!di;~a:::::::::: :::::::::::: ::: ::::::::::: ::: :::

f ¾it~::~;::::::::;::;:;::::;;:;;:::::::::;;;;
ih~!re~.~r.~:: ::: :::::::::: :::: ::: :: ::::::::::::::::: ::

~~~~ii":ii~:2::::::::::::::: ::: :::: :::::::::::::::::: ::

~~{~gm: ~~J:::: :: :::::: :::::: :::: ::: ::::: ::: ::::::::

i~1it;t
~~: .~ :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :::::::
2{::s:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ::: ::

~~i:g ~;:ta~·::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::
!t:i!ia.:~~: .p~~~~:::::::: :: :::::::::::: ::::::: :::::: :::

i~~l!~r:::::::=====:====::========::::::::::~::::::

,~~~=.;.i~~-:.:::·::::·::·::·::::::::::::::::::::::::::
Bob .................................................... .
C. F ............................................ - ••••••
H. T ..•.••.•••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••..•.•••••••••

~:_a.J~an.
Do.

Lake.
Summit.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Park.
Lake.
Do,
Do.
Summit,
Lake.
Pitkin.
Summit.

l 't .:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: .

521

5110

County.

'J lvanit .... ........ .. ..................................
* A and B.
tDistriotL

N!!~
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D.-Statenient of ,urveys of mines and niillsites in Colorado, eto -Continu d.
Dare of Snrvey
apNo.
proval.
1888.

Apr.

f:

14
14
17

17

17
17
17
17
18
18
20
20
20
21
21
23
24
26
28
28
27
M:11,y 2
2
4

7
5
5
5

7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
9
10
10
10
10
10
10

9
9
9

11
11

11
11
11
11

11
11
10
10
10
12
12
12
12
12
• 14

Hi

15
15
15
15
16
16
16
16
16

5177
5052
5229
5044
5209
5209
5209
5221
5173
5173
*2665
5078
5214
5214
4914
1560
5171
5224
5274
5122
5186
5186
5123
5038
5038
5124
5236
5125
4976
5220
5230
5230
5230
5255
5255
5255
5212
5212
5212
5212
5133
5231
5231
5231
5231
5231
5231
5275
5275
5275
t5149
5149
5149
5149
5149
5149
5149
5149
5238
5238
5127
5233
5233
5233
5139
5226
5227
4841

5132
5132
5132
4836
5237
5237
5237
5237
5222

County.

Na.me of claim.

St. Elmo .•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • Summit.
Stormy ............................. ..... ~ ............. . Lake.
Do.
Iron Hat ............................................. . .
Do.
Puritan ............................................. .. .
Do.
Do.
Do.
===== =::
Gilpin.
Eclipse ...•••.•••••••••••••••••••.••. ·· ......... ••••·••·
Lulu ................................................ . .. Lake.
Do.
Mountain Lion ................................. ....... .
Homestead, placer .................................. ... . SanMigueL
Ouray.
International. .................... , ................... ..
Lake.
Do.
~
Dauntless ...................................... ....... . Park.
Bella .................................................. . Boulder.
Annex No.2 ................................~ •••.••.••.. Chaffee.
Grace Darling ......................................... .
Cobbler ...................................... ......... .
Dexter .... : ........................................... . San Juan.
Emerson ............................................... . Clear Creek.
Do.
Gibralter .............................................. .
Pine .......................................... ......... . San Juan.
Rocky ............................................ ..... . Lake.
Do.
Snowflake ............................................. .
A.laska No.2 ............ ~ ........................ .... .. San Juan.
Liebelt, placer ......................................... . Park.
PolarBea.r ................................. ........... . San Juan.
Sitting Bull ........................................... . Boulder.
Triangle ....................................... ........ . Ouray.
Rocky .•••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••.••••••••••• .••..•.. Pitkin.
Do.
Do.
Pawnolas No. 4 .•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••..•..••. Lake.
Pawnolas No. 5 ....... ..................... ............ .
Do.
Pawnolas No.6 .••••••.•••••••••••.•••••.•••••.•••••.••.
Do.
Union Bell ............................................ . Pitkin.
Pearl of Idols .....................·•••.•••••••••••••.••.
Do.
Little Maud ........................................... .
Do.
Isabella ................................................ .
Do.
Dolores.
Pitkin.
Goldsmith Maid ....................................... .
Do.
Do. ·
Bee Hive .............................................. .
Last Chance No.1 .•••••••••••••••••••••••.•••.••..••••.
Do.
Last Chance No. 2 .••••••••••• .......... ................
Do.
Skewback ............................................ ..
Do.
Napoleon the Great ••••••.•••••.••••..••••• ~ ••••.•••••• Park.
Golden Blade .......................................... .
Do.
Golden Chariot ..•.•••.•.•..•••.••••.•.••••••••.•••..••.
Do.
Mucho .........•••.•••• ~ .............................. . Boulder.
Herbert Spencer ..••••.•••••.•••••.•••.••.••••••••.•• ..
Do.
Mascotte . ........... ............................. ..... .
Do.
Paris .................................................. ~
Do.
Golden Gate ...•••••••••.•••••.•••••.•••••.••......•....
Do.
Mendaro .............................................. .
Do.
Little Archie .......................................... .
Do.
Pads, mill.site ........................................ .
Do.
Eastern Slope ......................................... .
Do.
Coffman .......................... ..................... .
Do.
Tecumseh ............................... ~ ............. . Summit.
Nellie S ............................................... . Clear Creek.
Moon .••••••.••••••••••••••.•••••.••••.•••••.••••.•••••.
Do.
Sun ......................................... .......... .
Do.
Flora Wheeler . .•...••••••••••••••........ •.•...•...... Summit.
Sofa ...•••••••••.•••••.•.•••.•••••..••.•.•••••..•.•••••• Pitkin.
Nelson ..................... ........................... . Gilpin.
Nevada .. ..•••.•• •.•.• ~································· Lake.
Exchequer .••••.•.•••••••••••.......••....•.•.•...•••.. Dolores.
Premier ..•..•••.•..•.•••..••..••...•.....•.•...••••••..
Do.
Bourbon . ..........•••••.••..•••.••••.•....••...•.•••••.
Do.
Patten Extension ..••.•••••...•.....••...•••.••••...•... Clear Creek.
Freeman ....•..••..•••••.••.......•..••..•.••..•...•... Pitkin.
Logan . .....•..••..•••••..•..•••••.•...•..•.•••..••..•..
Do.
Red Cross ............................................. .
Do.
Twofer ................................................ .
Do.
Tammany .•••••••••••••.....••.......•..•••.••••••••••• Ouray.
* District 7.
t District 4.
tAandB.

im~u~; !~: i : :: :::::::::::::=====:::::===:=

~~:t:~l~!<i::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ::::::::::::::::

i~ro~n~s.

~\t~YL!e: ::: ~:::: :::::::::::::::::::: :~: :: :::::::: ::: :::

!::~~:rj-;~k~~~·::::::::::: :::::: ::: :::: :::::::::::::::
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D.-Statement of surveys of mines and rnillsites in Colorado, etc.-Continued.
Date of Survey
pr:~~No.
1888.

:May

~g
25
25
25

Name of claim.

5109 Montana No. 2 ........................................ .
5195 Sunrise ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
5195 Little Prince •••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••.
5195
5195
5195 Comet .•.••••••.•••.••••••.•.•••••••.•.••.••.•••.••.• ••.
5278 Anglo.American •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••..•..•• .
5200 Linn Placer ........................................... .
5280 Success .•••••••••••••••••••••••.•..••••.•••••••••••••••
5256
Line .•..••••••••••••••••••..•..•••••••• •••••.•..
5242
5242 Fairview No. 1 ..................................... ... .
5242 Fairview No. 2 .••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
5242 Fairview No. 3 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
5202 Silver Star ....•••••••••.•••.••••••..... •••••• .••••..••.
5245 Little· Maggie ....••••.•••• _•••.••••••..•..••..••.••••••
5245 Bridal Chamber .••.•• •••••••••••••.••••. •.••.•• •...•.•.
5276 Hidde1.t Treasure .•...•••••••••..••.•.••••••.•••••.•••..
5262 Elk Horn .................................... .......... .
5244 Discovery ............................... .............. .
524!
5244
5244 Tripod .....••..••••••••...••••••••.••.•••••••••••..•...
5205 Graham Placer ........................................ .
5249 Charles Dickens ••••••••••••.•••••.••.••••••• ••• .••••.•
4925 Sequence ..•.••••.•••••••••••.•••••.••.••••.•••••••••• ••
4925 'l.'roy .................................... .......... .... .
5285 Lucy .................................................. .
5285 Agnes ..••••••••••••••.•••.••..••••..•.•••.•••.. .•...•..
5283
5283
5287 Minion .......••••.••.••••••.••••••••••••.••••..• .•••••.
5'.l72 Wild Tiger .......•••••••••••.••..••••.••......••.•••••.
5272
5272
5188
5188 Grand Trunk ...•••.•••••.•••••••••••••••••• ••••....••.
5188 Oscar ................................................. .
5188 Little Fred ....................................... ..... .
5188 Girard ...•••..•.•••..•...•••.•.•••••.••••••••••.•...•..
5002 Eclipse No. 1. ••••.••••••••••.•••••••• • •••.•••••.•..• •••
5002
5259
5204
5204
520i Last Chance .•••.••..•••••••••••.•••••••••••.•...•• ..••.
5282 Roy No. 1 ..••••••••.•••••.•••••..•..•..•....••.........
5282 Roy No. 2 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
5282 Roy No. 3 .•••••••••••••••••• • ••••••••••••••••••••••••• •
5282 Roy No. 4 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••• • •••
5282 Roy No. 5 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.
5282
*5253
5253 Blameless ............................................. .
5253 Amend a, mill site ..•..•...••.••••.••.••••••.••..••..•..
5296
*5265
5265
5281
5248
5029
5029
5247
5068
5019 Black tonti .••••••••••••••••• .• ••••••••.••.•• ••••••••••
5250 Uncle am ............................................ .
5267
52M
5264

~fnd~~~le·: :::::: :: ::: :::::::::: ::: ::::::::: :: :: ::::::

25
18

19
21
22
22
22
22
22
23
23
23

Jf!;e

23
23
25
25
25
25
25
25

!i!:k· ii:et~iii~·: ::::: ::: :: :::::::::::::: :::: :: :: :: ::::::

25
25
25
25
25
25
29
June 6
6
6

5
5
5
5
5

4
4
7
5
5
5

6
6
6
6
6
6

11
11
11

11
13

13
13
14
16
16
21
10
10
21
21
20

20
20
20
20
20
23

~~~t~~t;;::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ::::::::::: :: :: :::

San MigueL
Pitkin.
Do,
Do.
Do.
Do.
Clear Creek.
Mesa.
Gilpin.
Clear Creek.
Lake.
Do.
Do.
Do.
San Juan.
Pitkin.
Do.
Do.
Summit.
Pitkin.
Do.
Do.
Do.
San Miguel.
Eagle.
Custer.
Do.
Gilpin.
Do.
Pitkin.
Do.
Clear Creek.
Boulder.
Do.
Do.
Summit and Clear Creek.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Summit.
Do.
Boulder.
Sau MigueL
Do.
Do.
Lake.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do,
Clear Creek.
Do.
Do.
L ake.
Pitkin.
Do.
Park.
Clear Creek.
Boulder.
Do.
Clear Creek..
Gunnison.
Ouray.
l'itkiu.
San 1.iguel.
Clear Creek.
Do.
Do.
Ouray.

i}e;r!;:t~:: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ::::

~lif; \ \!~~!i ~i~;;;~);::::;;:;;:::::~:::::

!°Je!c1~~ :: ::::::~: :: ::: :::::: ::::::::: ::::: :::::::::::

U[~f.1.frt\\Iii\\imWii!//ifIi

:Jf~:~~::i:::: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :::

5254

4503

4.503

!lti;:;~\;;;:;:;:):;: : : : :~)ii\i):

4503

5219

Do.
o.

Montros

5

22

County.

Cle: r Creek.

257
5203

~!~.
*AandB.
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PUBLIC LANDS.
D.-Statement of surveys of mines and niillBites in Colorado, etc.-Continued.
Date of Survey
lip·
No.
proval.
1888.

5121
23 - 5218
5217 .
23
5217
23
5187
25
5187
25
25 •2261
5300
27
5300
27
5258
27
45:!5
27
4869
28
28 f 5159

June 22

29
30

5306
&293

30

5314

County.

Name of claim.

Bonanza No. 2 .....• .................................... San Juan.
Mansanita Placer .•.......••.••.••....•••.....•••.•.... Montrose.
Do.
Do.
J!13:~sPia~!;c~.~::::::::: :: : : : ::: : : : :: ::: : : :: : :: : :: : : :
Yellow Jacket ....................................... .. Hinsdale.
Do.
Mountain Bell ....................................... ..
Oriole ................................................ .. Clear Creek.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Rot Pot ............................................. .. .
Windsor .............................................. . Gilpin.
Mary ................................................. . Eagle.
Boiilder.

¥::!;. ~:: ·.::: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ::: :::

t~~:isf~~::::
:: ::::.-.-::::::::.-.-:::::::::::: :: ::::::: :::
Thorndick ............................................ .

~:rte~?.f~e~i~~·::::::::::: ::: :::: :::: :::: ::::::::::::

Hinsdale.
Pitkin.

~:~sii~i: :: ::: :::: ::: ::::::: :::::::: :: :::: :::::: ::::::
St.Elmo .............................................. .

Eagle.

tAandB.

• District 2.

E.-Statement of mineral surveyB, original and amended, ordered during fiscal year.
No.
of
surveys.

Nature of work.

·Lodes.

Mill
sites.

Placers.

--1-------------------------1--- ------59

li~
68
44

19

:i
24

::
618

Original surveys in 1887 :
July ........................................................... .

!:~:~~~
~: :::::::::::::::·::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::
November ..................... : ............................... .

104
177
102
140
97
87

t~i~~f. :::::::::::::::::: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

57
80

3

32

2

67
82

1

Total.......... . .. .. • . . • . .. • .. • . .. .. • • . • ••• • •• • •• .. .. • . • .. . . .. ' 1,057

34

December ...... ............................................... .
Original surveys in 1888:

3

7

3

4
6
3

2

3
2
4

32 ••••·••· ......... .

April ......................................................... ..

1:!e........................................................... .

6
1

2

18

1 - - - - 1 - - - -1-- - - -

Amended orders in 1887:
9
July ........................................................... .

9
9
5
3

7
2

4
4
3
4

58

!~t~~~~:
:::.:::::::::::::::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :::
NoTember ....................................·................. .

December ..................................................... ..
Amended orders in 1888:

~!i~~~ri::::::: :: :::::: ::: ::: ·:::: :::::::: :::::::: :: :::::::: :::

10 ................ ..
16
18
7
1
5

13

1 ......... .

i :::: :::: :::::: ::::

March..........................................................
5 ................. .
April................................................. ..........
4 ................. .
May ...................................................... ..... ............. : ............ .
June............................................................
10 ................. .
Total ...................................................... ..

99

1

, ~eteen orders were issued fm descriptive reports on placers taken by legal subdivision§•

~T 88-V0L

1--2~

.

.

1
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F 1 .-Statement of appropriation for salaries of surveyor-general and olerks.

Date.

How expended.

Amount.

rotal.

1887.

Sept. 30

Paid Oney Carstarphen, surveyor.general. ..••.••...•••.••..•••......
Paid clerks ................•...•................•••..•••.••.•••••...•.

$625.00
748. 34
- - - - $1, 373 34
Paid Oney Carstarphen, surveyor.general. •••••••••.•.•••..•..•..... .
625. 00
Paid cler·ks ................................•••••..•..•••••.••......•. .
750. 00
1,375.00

30

Dec. 31
31
1888.
Ma.r. 31
31

Paid Oney Carstarphen, surveyor.general. ••......•.••• ••............
Paid clerks .........................................•...•.•..........

625. 00
750. 00

June 30
30

Paid Oney Carstarphen, surveyor.general............................
Paid clerks...........................................................

625. 00
1,500.00

30

Balance deposited Denver National Bank, C. D.1508 ........... .... .. ........ ....

1,375.00
2, 12:-i. 00
1. 66

DEBITS.

1887.

Aug. 10 Draft from United States Treasurer..................................
Oct. 31 ..•••. do...............................................................

1,375.00
l, 375. 00

1888.
Jan. 22 .•.•. . do..................................................... . .........
May 15 .••••• do .. _....... _....................................................

l, 375. 00
2,125.00

Total._ .•...•.......•............•... _...... _...................

6,250.00

6,250.00

F 2 .-Statement of appropriation for contingent expenses.
Date.

How expended.

Amount.

Total.

1887.

Sept. 30 Paid for office rent . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . •• . .• . . • . . • • . • . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Dec. 31 . •.••. do...............................................................

$375. 00
3711. 00

1888.

Mar. 31 . _•... do . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • .. . . . . • . . . . . . . • . . . . . . • • . . • • . . • • . . . • . . • . . . . • .
June 30 .••••• do...............................................................

375. 00
375. 00
1 - - - - -1

$1, 500. 00

DEBIT,

June 30

Amount of appropriation................................. .. .........
Total. ....•........................... , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

1,500.00

1-----1- - - 1, 500. 00

1, 500. 00

F 3 .-Statement of special deposits made by claimants for office work on mining clairns.
Date,

Items.

Amounts.

July 1

Balance on hand as per last report .................. . .............. .

$6,353.93

31
Aug. 31
Sept. 30
Oct. 31
Nov. 30
Dec. 81
31
1888.
Jan. 31
Feb. 20
Mar. 31
Apr. 30
May 31
June 30

.~~~~d~~~.~~r. ~~~~~:::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: :::: :::::::::: :: ::::

3,220.00
5,322.50
3,227.50
4,327.50
3,192.50
2,210.00
8.53

Total.

1887.

...... do .............................................................. .
...... do .............................................................. .
.. .... do ............................................................. ..
...... do ...............................••.•.••••..........•............
Depo!<its for month (land) ........•..•••••....••.•....................

+itH/l+/C:::: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : :::

Depo!½its for month ............................................... .. .

:~~~st~ ~~;~\t;::~~~~;;: ::::::::::: ::::: :::::::::::::::=:
. . • . .............................................. .
J~&l ig B~~r hand ...........................
•• ................. • ..... .
.....................................................
0

July

1

OD

ll, I

11

870. 00
1,000.00
2,402.50
052. 50
2,030.00
2,720.00
31,663.53

CONTRA.

1887.
Au~. 10
pt. 15
t. 31
1 .
J. n. 22 ~ ..••. <lo

$6,353.93

38,017.46
7,000.00
1,000.00
10,000.00
9,000.00
5,000.00
6,017.46
38. 017. 46

38,017.46

n liand .. .............................................. , .••..••• • ..•.•..

6,017.46
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PUBLIC LANDS.

G -Statemnt of amnded plats anil surveys ordered by General Land O~ tltwing the
•
jiscal year ending June 30, 1888.
Da~ of Survey

P:ta1.

July ~ 2 2187
7
1

26
26 1
26 3
28 4
28 4
80
80
30
Aug. 3
11
30
Sept. 14
Oct. 17

7
3

3
3
1
3

4
3
3

28
Nov. 25 1
ll8 3
Dec. II 7

Jan.

Feb.
Der..
Feb.
Mar.
Apr.

9
28
31
4
17
17
17
23
25
2
27
7
27
28
14
24
26
3
13
9
13

3

1

7
7
3
3
3
3
3
3
2
1
2
3
2
1
1
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3

May 11
24
29
29
June 19
19
27

1

2006
654
655
644
667
667
1124
2859
2359
3772
941
472
323
3919
1322
780
1059
2193
3870
1968
1981
1982
1532
1488
3409
3339
1914
406
2155
380
2156
1711
1946
534
653
3919
2678
2665
2730
1015
472
3771
8991
2568
979
780

County.

Name of claim.

number.

Komoroff lode ••••.••••••••• -· ••••.•• . ._•••••••.••••.••••••. Clear Creek.
Ouray.
Gilpin.
Do.
Tunnel No. 3 lode ..•••••.•••.•••.•.•••••••••••••.••••.••.
Cora Bell lode ..•.•••••••••••••••• .••.•• •••••.•••••••••••. Lake.
Huntington placer .•••••••.••.•••••••••••••••..•••••....•. Boulder.
Do.
Mill lode .......•. .•••.••.•••••••.••••••••••••••••••......
Sa.n Jua.n.
Park.
Do.
Criterion, mill site.................................... • •.
Homestake No. 2..•••••••••••••••••••••••..•.••••••.•••.. Gunnison.
Bates .............................................. . •••• •. Gilpin.
Jamie Lee ....••••••••••.••.•••••••••• •••••..••.••..•..... Lake.
Boulder.
~~:~~8~~~::
Lake.
Last Chance .•••••..••.••••••••••••••••••••••.•••.....•••.
Do.
Gilpin.
Summit.
Chaffee.
Eagle.
Ouray.
Sunset ...••••....•••••••••• •••.•••••••••••••••••••..•.... Gunnison.
Silver Trowell •.••••••••••.•••••••••.••••••••••••••...•..
Do.
Lake.
Do.
Do.
Foreman ................................................. . Gunnison.
Spotted Tail .•.•...•••.•...••.••••••••••••••••••••..•..... SllDlmit.
Rhone .•.•••••..••••.•••..•••••••••••••••••••.•..••..••••.
Do.
Frederick .••...•. .••.. .•.••••••••••••••••••••••.•. ••·· .•. Clear Creek.
Eureka ..• .•••.•••••.••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••. ···· Gilpin.
Clear Creek.
Summit.
Clear Creek.
Stub Tail. ..•...•..•••.•••.••.•••••••••••..••..••.••••.... Gilpin.
Do.
Tunnel N o.1 ..••..•.••••..••••••••••..••••.•..•... • • • •• •.
Cora Bell ................................................ . Lake.
Ulster ....••..••......••...•.•••..••...•.•••.•••..••.••• .
Do.
0
Do.
~~~~·_-_ :·::.:: : : : : ••: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : :
Do.
Do.
Ajax ........••••••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••••••••·••••·
Do.
Jamie Lee .••••••••.••••••.•••••.••••••••••••••• ···,······
Pitkin.
Lake.
Do.
Do.
Baltimore ..•.•.•.••••••••.•••.•••.•. · •• • ••• • • • • -· - · • · • - • ·
Prompt Pay .••..•••••..•.••••••••••.••••••..••.•••..••••. Gilpin.

i~!n!t&';,~~1~~!::::::::::::::::::::: ::::::::::::: ::::::

8R~iliE!af:J~::::::: :: ::: ::::::::::::: ::::::::::::::::::::

::: :::::: :::::.-::::::::::::::::: :: :::: :::::

¥fl!=?::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

~Aa:e~ ~~!ff:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

i~;ir~i:s:~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ::::::::::

i;f!ii~~i::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

if~~~fi!

fi,!Jl1l~~~~~ :::::::::::::::::::: :::::::::: ::::::::::::

G.-Statement of persons empl9yed in office of surveyor-general of Colorado during fiscal
year ending Jwne 30, 1888.
Name.

Capacity.

Ovey Carstarphen ..••.
0. E. Harris .•.•••.••... ~tr:m!~t~neral.
Benjamin H. Smith .... Chief draughtsman, min·
e1al division.
E.S.Davis ....••..•....
Do.
P.H. Van Diest ...••••. Chief draughtsman, la.nd
division.
C. Chamberlin ......... Draughtsman.
H. C. Anderson ...•.••. Land and mineral clerk.
W.P.Jones .....••..••. Drau:B~~sman.
Willard West ..........
William Pique ...•.•.. Clerk and coyist.
Draughtsman.
Clerk and copyist.
William H. Hancock ... Clerk.
William P. Carstaihen
Do.
Frank E. Carstarp en .
Do.
J.S.Bond ......••.•••••
Do.
William L. Hull ..••.•.
Do.
B. L. Dawson •.••.•.••. Draughtsman.

~~6:JtL~iid~;~::::

"iotal M.

Name.

Capacity.

.Anna Dawson .....• ••. Draughtsman and copy.
ist.
H. H. Dawson ...••.•. Clerk.
J. W. Caldwell ........ Superintendent of copy·
ists.
R,J.Fish ............. Draughtsman.
M.G.Marsh .....•••..
Do.
E.T. Woodson .•.••...
Do.
Do.
R. Clllrigan .•.•......
M.T.Toomb .•.•......
Do.
M . .A..Camp ..........
Do.
A. M. Hudson ...••.••. Corresponding clerk.
C.H.Kem ..•••....••• Clerk and copyist.
E.M.Kem ........•.•.
Do.
E. H. Rhodes ......... Draughtsman and copy.
ist.
Do.
M. M. Williama .......
Do.
Snaie Dickinson ..•••.
Samuel Splatt ••••..•. Clerk.
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G.-Deputy mineral surveyo,rs cm active duty in theji,el<l.
Name and residence.

Commis·
sioned.

Jacob J. Abbott, Lake City .••..••. May 7, 1877
James W.Abbott, Ouray ......•••. May 7,1877
Osmer H. Aikine, White Pine .. ... July 10, 1888
John K. Ashley, ])enver ••.•••.•• , . June 14, 1882
F. F. Brune, Leadville .•.•...•••.•. ,July 5, 1877
B. F. Betser, Leadville ••••••.•••••. Sept. 29, 1879
M ax Boehmer, Leadville .•• ••• ..•. June 6,1882
John B. Brooks, Ashcroft .......... Mar. 19, 1879
E. C. Babbitt, As:R,en ... ............ Mar. 24, 1879
James P. Bates; outt ............. Mar. 11, 1885
Cuno A. Bussche, Aspen ••••.•.••. Apr. 14, 1885
F. L. Biddleco·r n, Ouray .....•...... July 7, 1885
Roswell C. Canfield, Buena Vista .. Dec. 8, 1878
Albert E. Chase, Georgetown ...•.. May 17, 1880
Harry H. Cloud, Aspen .•.••...•••. May 22,1885
Charles J. Christian, Leadville .... July 30, 1880
Joseph F. Clements, Glenwood
Springs , ......................... Mar. 2, 1881
Ed win E. Chase, Central City ..... May 31, 1881
Peter Churchfield, Crested Butte .. Sept. 25, 1886
Leonard Cutshaw, Denver ........ Jilly ~l, 1883
Charles B. Cramer, Breckenridge .. July 15, 1884
Benjamin L. Cress, Red Cliff....... Aug. 4, 1884
Benjamin D. Critchlow, Alamosa .. Aug. 21, 1885
Thomas P. Craig, Aspen .......... May 16,1887
William H. Craigue, Colorado
Springs ........................... June 17, 1687
Charles F. Dunham, Leadville ...... Dec. 18, 1879
James D.vson, Silverton ........... Apr. 24, 1880
Charles W. Denison, Bonanza ...... May 26, 1880
H. G. Denniston, Leadville .....•.. Sept. 9, 1884
C.H. Demarest, Monarch .•........ Apr. 25, 1881
Thomas L. Darby, Aspen .......... June 22, 1881
C. Edwarcl Dewey, Georgetown •... Apr. 10, 1882
Samuel E. Day, Buena Vista ....... Jan. 6, 1882
John W.Evans,Alma ............. Oct. 10, 1879
E. L. Foster, Geo<f-etown .......... Feb. 4, 1882
William J. Fine, unnison ......... June 19, 1880
Louis R. Fry, Ouray . ............ .. Sept. 1, 1884
William S. '.it. Gow, Idaho·Springs. Oct. 29, 1880
J. Siro Greene, Pueblo ............. Sept. 13, 1882
James M. Gardner, Del Norte ....•. June 5, 1885
Lee Hayes, Asfien ....._............ May 23, 1882
George W. Hu 1, Leadville ..•• , .••. Jan. 19, 1883
Robert W. Hollis, Silverton ....... . D ec. 8, 1884
Victor G. Hills, South Pueblo ...•. ~r. 25, 1881
Frank D. Huwe, A.lmlt .............
ay 12, 1880
James P. Harper, Durango ....... June 8, 1885
William H. Holmes, Silver Cliff .... Mar. 25, 1884
George R Hurlbun, Ouray .... .•• . June 1, 1885
Ellery W. Hunt, Silverton ......... July 10, 1886
George Holland, Leadville ......... May 21, 1888
Oxel O. Ihlseng, Silverton ......... July 17, 1882
Thomas W. Jaycox, Leadville ...... Aug. 28, 1885
Frank F. Johnson, Estabrook ...... Oct. 0, 1882
P.H. Kellogg, Denver .....•........ July 1, 1879
Charles Keemlo, Durango ... ...•.. May 19, 1882
August Koppe, Rosita .........••.. Oct. 15, 1883
J. Cook Kingsley, Silverton ........ Sept. 2, 1884
Edward C. Koch, Summitville ...... ~C, 7,1885
' . Emmett Kirkendall, Saguache ...
ay 28, 1888
Theo. H. Lowe, Denver .•.....•.••. Feb. 10, 1879
George W. Lloyd, Aspen •..••••..•. Feb. 19, 1880

Name and residence.

CommiB·
sioned.

Harry A. Lee, Crested Butte.••.•.. July 28, 1883
Henry C. Lay, Telluride ........... Ang. 7,1883
William C. Lacy, Carbondale ••••.. May 3,1888
James P. Maxwell, Boulder ........ ·-·····-······
George E. Marsh, Geofetown ..... ·----······--·
William H. McDonal , Breckenridge ......... . .. ................ June 1, 1879
Jesse .F. McDonald, Leadville ...•.. May 12,1883
Georfie T. McDonald, Kokomo .... Nov. 22, 1880
Char es J. Moore, Leadville ....... Apr. 4, 1885
David G. Miller, As£en .•.....•.... Feb. 19, 1880
Frank P. Monroe, G enwoou ...•... Apr. 5,1881
T. S. Mat,h is, Telluride ... .....••... May 21, 1881
George Mills, Ouray . .. .......••... Sept. l!l, 1881
M. T. Morrill, Golden .••........... Jan. 24, 1883
F. A. Maxwell, Georgetown ........ Sept. 14, 1884
Frederick C. Morse, Telluride ...... Oct. 6, 1885
Alex. J. Mitchell, Aspen ........... Jan. 14, 1886
Charles W. Miller, Aspen .....•.... Mar. 29, 11:!87
John H. Marks,As-Eeu ......•...... Apr. 24, 1888
George D. Ni.chel, el Norte .....•. Sept. 3, 1877
George W. Nyce, Aspen ........... Apr. 16,1888
John O'Connor, Buena Vista ...... June 4,1881
Howard Platt, Leadville ........•.. .A.pr. 24,1880
William H. Powlers, Alma ......... Oct. 14,1885
William Byrd Page, Lead~lle ..... Aug. 2,188 6
George M. Robison, Leadville ...... Fob. 22,187 9
S. A. Rank, Central City ..••.••.... May 25,188 2
David R. Reed, Ouray ............. June 21,188 0
William H. Rose, Yampa . ......... Aug. 23, 1888
William A. Richarcls, Colorado
Springs .......................... July 17,1882
Charles A. Russell, Boulder ........ Jan. 24,1883
Moritz Stockder, Lake City ....... July 25,1879
Frank P. Swindler, Glenwood ...... ~r.17, 1883
ay 31,1882
Ellery Stowell, Denver ......•......
Samuel J. Spray, Salida ............ ~r. 17,1882
ay 3,1880
John A. Storm, Twin Lakes .....•.
James F. Smith, Fairplay ..•...... Aug. 9,1880
Robert R. Sterling, f;co:field ........ ,lune 17, 1881
John J. Seymour, Ophir ........... Aug. 7,188 2
Rir.hard A. Skuas, Pitkin .......... May 18,1885
F. M. Skiff, Redcliff .............. · · Oct. 7,1885
Carvl W. Smith, Red cliff .......... May 15,1886
Edward S. Snell, Boulder .......... Oct. 19,1886
John J. Steavenson, Denver •...... Mar. 23,1888
Alfred Thielen, Leadville .......... Dec. 22,1879
Charles B. Thacher, Bonanza ...... Aug. 20,1881
Frank S. Trimble, Leadville ...... Aug. 24, 1885
H.J. Van Watering Buena Vista .. Mar. 8,1883
George C. Vickery, Aspen ......... Dec. 26, 1883
John F. Wannemaker, Rico ... .... Apr. 19,187 8
Charles A. Walker, Breckenridge .. ~r. 21,1879
ar. 13,1880
CharlesE. Walker, PagosaSprings.
Roy F. Wrigley, Silverton ..... .... Mar.17,188 5
Willard West, White Pine ..•...... Mar. 27,188 2
J. Il. E. Waters, Silverton .......... May 2'/,1882
Walter H. Wiley, Idaho Springs . .. Aug. 23,1883
Edward R. Warre11, Crested Butte. June 12,1885
George B. Walker, Breckenridge .. July 28,1885
Porter P. Wheaton, Georgetown .. Aug. 25,188 6
Thomas Withers, Denver ......... Aug. 2,1887
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UNITED STATES SURVEYOR-GENERAL'S OFFICE,

Huron, Dak., July 14, 1888.
In compliance with your letters "E," of May 1 and July 7, 1888, I have the honor to
submit in duplicate my report of surveying operations in this district for the fiscal
.
year ending June 30, 1888, with tabular statements, as follo~s:
A.-Showing contracts entered into on account of appropriation for survey of public
lands for the year ending June 30, 1888.
B.-Showing contract entered into on account, of appropriation of $100,000 for survey oflndian reservations, act of February 8, 1887.
C.-Showing contract entered into on account of appropriation of $20,000 for surveys, etc., of Indian reservations, act apprO"rnd March 2, 1887.
D.-Showing cost to the government of surveying 1,536,104.62 acres of land selected
by the Northern Pacific Railroad Company within its grant in this district, as per detailed lists Nos. 30 to 46, inclusive, and also deposits in payment for same.
No contracts were entered into during tbe fiscal year on account of special deposits
by individuals for the survey of public lands, and no deposits were made for such surveys.
·
In preparing statement E herewith the cost per acre for field work was computed
from the records of this office separately for each township in which land was selected,
and the cost of the office work was fixed upon at the uniform rate of one-half cent.
per acre.
The following table shows the number of miles of public surveys in this district
upon which the office work was completed and returns transmitted during the fiscal
year:
Measnrement.
MiUs. Ohs. Lks.

~I

12
41

26

37

82

Total .......................................................................... 3,663

72

82

~if~-::::;::::::::::::::_::::::::::::::==:=::::===::::===::::::=:::::.::::
•.
ry nes of military reservation··----·--···--·-··--····--·-·................

60
'60

73

19

14
53

47
47

T~wnships and fractional townships reported. .......................... ......... ... . .. .••••••. ... 52
Mmeral surveys platted and approved.............. . .. • .. .. .. .. .. • • • • . .. . .. . . . . . .. . . . .. . • . . . . . . . . . 45

The aggregate of deposits for office 'work for mineral surveys during the year
amounted to $2,060.
•
In .submitting the accompanying report of the surveying operations of this district
for the past year, I deem it proper to say that it has been found impossible to meet
the requirements of settlement with the meager allotment of funds tpresumably all
that the Congressional appropriations would allow) placed at the disposition of this
office during recent years for the extension of the public surveys, and in consequence
s01n:e five thousand people are now living upon unsurveyed lands in Dakota, experiencmg all of the uncertainties and inconveniences which such condition imposes.
The records of your office will indicate with accuracy the disparity between the
number of acres of public land claimed by settlers in this district for several years
past and the number of acres surveyed during the same period, the aggregate ef the
latter falling greatly below that of the former.
And while it is thus shown that settlement continues constant, and even aggressive, it is undoubtedly much retarded lry the lack of sufficient surveys. I therefore
437
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respectfully recommend that more liberal provision be made for the extension of the
public surveys in this district, that settlement of our public lands may be facilitated
rather than impeded.
Very respectfully,
Mills TAYLOR,
Surveyor-Gneral.
Hon. s. M. STOCKSLAGER,
Commissioner General Land Office, Washington, D. C.

A.-Statement showing contracts entered into on account of apportionmentB made to Dalcota ($5,000 July 13, 1887, and $6,000 January 26, 1888) for survey of public lands
during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1888•
.._...,;

Estimated
cost of
work.

o-:>

-~

Date.

Name of deputy.

Character and location of work.

OA

:z;g
Aug. 18, 1887 Herman C. G·r eene .••. Th~ subdivisional meander and_connectin~
lines of T.156 N., R. 68, 69, 72, and 73; T.
163 N., R. 76; and T. 161 and 162 N., R.
77; all west of the fifth principal meridian,
Dakota.
22 Sept. 10, 1887 J"ames G. SaunderH ... The eighth . standard parallel N. through
R. 88, 89, 90, 91, 92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97, and 98;
the thirteenth auxiliary meridian (line
between R. 91 and 92) and the fourteenth
auxiliary meridian (line between R. 95 and
96), both through T.133, 134, 135, and 136
N; the lines between R. 88 and 89, 89 and
90, 90 and 91, 96 and 97, 97 and 98, and 98
and 99, throu~ T. 133, 134, 135, and 136 N, ;
and the lines etween T.133 and ,134, 134
and 135, 135 and 136 N., through R. 89,,90,
91, 96,97, and 98, also necessary connectmg
lines; all west of the fifth principal meridian, Dakota.
23 Sept. 28.1887 James G. Saunders . •. The,subdivisional lines of T. 135 and 136 N.,
R. 471 and T.134 N., R. 98; all west of the

$2,400

25 Apr. U.1888 Herman C. Greene .••. T:!t:u1brJf;l~~~~ei:~d~~!!d~~nnecting
li'nes of T. 156 N., R. 70; T. 163 and 164
N., R. 75; T.160 and 164 N., R. 76; T.163
andl64N., R. 77, and •.r.162, 163, andl64N.,
R. 78; all west of the :fifth principal meredian Dakota.
26 Apr. 16, 1888 Paul and Hermann The tweilth guide meridian (li'ne between R.
Heinze.
87 and 88) throuf~ T.147 N.; the line between R. 81 and 2 hrough T. 150, 151, and
152N.; the line between R. 85and86, and86
and 87, through T .147 N.; the lines between
T. 150 and 151, and 151 and 152 N. through
R. 81 ; and the subdivision al meander and
connecting lines ofT.152N., R. 80 and 81;
T.146 and 147 N ., R. 85 ancl 66 and 87; all
west of the fifth lrincipal me1idian, Da.kota: Providedd owever, That surveys
shall not be ma e withi'n the Fort Stevenson military r eservation, or within the
Fort Berthold Indian Reservation.
27 Apr. 17, 1888 James Hartgering .••. The subdivisional and connecting lines of
T.11 and 12, R. 3; T. 9, 10, 11, and 12, R. 4;

2,448

21

~:· :i~!k trrua
0

a~~JJ;:·!;da~o~'tfit
the Black Hills base-line. Dakota.

1,900

410

1.860

1,985

~f

Total .•••••..•........•.••••••... ·· -·· ·

10,995
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B.-Statemen.t showing contract entere~ into on account of '!'ppropriation of $100?000 for
81u rf!.yof Indian reservations, act of l!ebruary 8, 1887, during the fiscal yea1· ending June
30, 1888 .
...,..,3
0

Estimated

C)

....
oS

Dat.e.

I-<

i:l

0

cost of
work.

Character and location of work.

No.me.of deputy.

'l;g

20 July 25, 1887 Paul and Hermann

Heinze.

..,500

The section and meander lines and lines
subdividing sections into40-acre tracts of
townships or portions thereof (not to agge~te more than five) situated within
e evil's Lake Indian Reservation, Dakot~ as will hereafter be pointed out by
the ndian agent at Devil's Lake Indian
Agenc;; also, the retracement of such
lines o existing surveys as may be necessary, under the special instructions accompanying this contract, to perfect the
said 40-acre subdivisions: Provided, however, That no surveys or retracements
shall be made under this contract in exoess of $4,500.

C.-Staternent showing contract entered into on account of appropriation of $20,000 for
su1·vey of Indian 1·eservations, act of March 2, 1887, during the fiscal yea1· ending June
30, 1888.
..,...,3
0

C)

oS

. ti:l

0

Date•

Name of deputy.

Estimated
cost of
work.

Character and location of work.

1-'i Q0

24 Feb. 25, 1888 Charles H. Bates* .....

T~:~

$4,850

0

s:~~in°dti:eR:::::~~io~ :1ta:?of!
(the same being the meridian of' one hundred and three degrees west of Greenwich) which lies between the north fork
of the Cheyenne river and the south fork •
of the Cannon Ball river; and will retain
true field-notes and plats of said surveys
in triplicate.

* Suspended May 10, 1888.
D.-Statement showing cost to the government of surveying certain lands selected by the
No1·tli~n Paci.fie Railroad Company within its grant in Dakota Territory, and deposits
made in First National Bank, Saint Paul, Minn., in payment jo1' same.
"'1-<C,.:,

County.

Vass ..........
Barnes ........
Stutsman .....
Kidder ........
Burleigh ......
Traill .........
Steele .........
Grips ........
Mc ~an .... ...
Richland._._ ..
Ransom .......
Foster ........
LaMoure .....
Emmons ......
Logan .........
Burleigh ..•.••
Wells .........

Number
of acres selected.

13,656.69
73,718.34
244,844.76
235,516.46
260,840.46
223, 31
8,039.25
31,135.57
51,158.25
57,036.40
43,764.13
42,391.32
3b, 689. 58
134,566, 95
285,297.09
11,492.34
3,833.12

Total
cost of
field
work.

Total
cost of
office
work.

$282. 20
1,592.04
5,993.71
6,545.80
6,450.94
4.88
169. 44
848, OG
1,735.86
1, 133. 65
936. 6::l
817. 88
740. 65
2,887.56
6,000.18
209. 62
63. 90

$68. 28
368. 59
1,224.22
1,177.58
1,304.20
1.12
40. 20
155. 68
255. 79
285.18
218. 82
211. 96
192. 95
672. 83
1,426.49
67.46
19.17

Total.. .. 1, 536, 104. 02 36,412.49 7,680.52

Date of
deposit.

g;,.s

Number and amount of certiftca.tea of deposit.

O,_!,j

C) <l)'O ...

<ll.,

Ao

l~~ ~
<llQ)<l)C:.,

Field work.
1888.
.A.pr. 18 . 891
$282. 20
... do ....
893 1,592.04
... do ....
895 5,993.71
... do ....
897 6,545.30
399 6,450.94
... do ....
4. ~8
... do ....
401
... do ....
169.44
403
848. 06
... do ....
405
... do ....
407 1,735.86
... do . .•.
409 1,133.65
... do ....
936. 62
411
817. 88
... do ....
413
... do ....
740. 65
415
... do ....
417 2,887.56
... do ....
419 6,000.18
209. 62
May 21
464
63.90
••• do .••.
466

~ P.~'A

Office work.

892
394
896
89B
400
402
404
406
408
810
412
414
416
418
420
465
467

$68.28
868,59
1,224.22
1,177.58
1, 804, 20
1.12
40. 20
155, 68
255. 79
285.18
218. 82
211. 96
192. 95
672. 83
1,426.49
57.46
19.17

Oents.

1

.026
. 027
. 0'.l9
.033
• 03
.027
.026
.032
.026
.039
. 066
.024
.024
.026
,026
.023
.022

- - - .. .........
.......... 7,680.52 ........ .. .......... 36,412.49 ---

REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR-GENERAL OF FLORIDA.

UNITED STATES SURVEYOR-GENERAL'S OFFICE, ·

Tallahassee, Jitly 14, 1888.
In obedience to instructions contained in your circular letter "E," dated May 1,
1888, I have the honor to submit herewith in duplicate my report of the surveying
operations of this office for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1888.
The work may be summarized as follows :
FIELD WORK.

In consequence nf non-compliance of Deputy E. L. Snowden with the terms of_ his
contract for the completion of the public surveys in T. 31 S., R. 26 E., and meffiment
execution of the same, the field-notes of said survey have been disapproved, the contract annulled, and under instructions from your office a new contract for the above
:work has been a~arded to Deputy George H. Milman, under contract No. 61.
OFFICE WORK.

The returns of Deputy Charles F. Hopkins for the resurvey of the claim of "Jo_hn
M. Hanson and others," in T. 38 and 39 S., Rs. 40 and 41 E., and T. 38 S., R. 42 E., ~1th
its connections with the adjoining public surveys, comprising surveys of grant_hnes
20 miles 79 chains and 22 links and meander lines 10 miles 40 chains and 45 lmks;
and the returns of Deputy Charles F. Hopkins for the survey of "Hutchinson's
Island," m T. 34 S., R. 40 E.; T. 35 S., R. 40 E.; T. 35 S .• R. 41 E.; T. 36 S., R. 41 E.;
T. 37 S., R. 41 E.; T. 37. S., R. 42 E.; and T. 38 S., R. 42 E.; aggregating i~ township
lines 8 miles 47 chains and 8 links, in subdivision lines 18 miles 10 chams and 80
links, and in meander lines 65 miles 67 chains and 5 links; and the returns of
Deputy Charles F. Hopkins of the segregation of the grant to the "heirs of James
Hutchinson," on Hutchinson's Island, in T. 36 S., R. 41 E., comprising in township l_ines
1 mile 29 chains and 59 links, and in meander lines 15 miles 62 chains and 76 lmks
have '.been examined and approved, and transcripts, plats, and diagrams have been
prepared {l.nd transmitted.
The returns of Deputy E. L. Snowden for the completion of surveys in T. 31 S., R.
26 E., have been examined and rejected as incorrectly executed.
Twenty-two plats, 10 diagrams, and 4 plats, with descriptive notes, have been prepared and forwarded to the general and local land offices.
INSPECTING SURVEYS.

Under instructions from your office letter "E," dated April 30, 1888, the re-survey
by Deputy Charles F. Hopkins of the'' John M. Hanson grant," in Ts. 38and 39 S., Rs.

40 and 41 E., an<l T. 38 S., R. 42 E., and the survey of '' Hutchinson's Island," ju T.
~4 S., R. 40 E.; T. 35 S., R. 40 E.; T. 35 S., R. 41 E.; T. 36 S., R. 41 E.; T. ~7 S., R.
41 E.; ~- 37 ., R. 42 E., and 'I'. 38 S., R. 42 E., and the segregation of the claim of
t~e "hen~ of Jame_s Hutchinson," in T. 36 S., R. 41 E., have been inspected by Special E~am1 a r W1l11~m Mickler under directions from this office, and his reports and
accounts <luly exammed, approved, and forwarded.
SWAMP-LAND SELECTIONS.

PUBLIC LANDS.
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SURVEYS.

No contracts for the extension of the public surveys have been made d!]ring the
}Mt fiscal year, owing to the fact that no funds have bee11 placed at the disposal of
this office for such work.
There are over 7,000,000 acres of land yet unsurveyed in Florida, and judging bi
some of the lands recently reclaimed the fertility of large portions of the sam-o is
unsurpassed in the United States; this reclamation, going on under a contract with
the State, will necessitate the extension of the public surveys, in order that titles to
these valuable lands may be properly adjusted.
In this connection I would aga.in respectfully submit for your consideration the suspension or modification of your instructions to this office of November 18, 1885,
whereby all action on applications for the survey of islands was suspended. I 1·espectfully submit that, owing to the number of such islands in this surveying district,
the order prevents improvements which would otherwise be made. A large portion
of the correspondence of this office consists ef answers to applications for said surveys. Many poor settlers have their all on these islands, and are left in a state of
uncertainty regard-ing their tides. While Congress in section 3 of an act approved
May 14, 1880, and in section 2~66 of the Revised Statutes, has provided for the protection of settlers on unsurveyed lands; yet the fact remains that persons will 11ot
place extensive improvements on islands under such circumstances. If Florida were
removed from the effect of this order, it would in my judgment be to the promotion
of her development.
SP~ISH ARCHIVES.

I can but repeat what I have formerly reported under this head, viz: The condition of these records would not be again called to the attention of tbe department
but from the fact that several of the voklmes will soon be of no avail for handling or
reference unless copies or proper translations be made. Another consideration rend_ers these reco_rds of more value. Florida is progressing ver.v rapidly, and that portio~ of her territory covered by these Spanish grants has increased enormously in value.
This office ha_s frequent applications for information contained only in these records,
and there bemg no translation or even index justice is often delayed. I would respectfully !]rge that at least an index be secured to the same, and Spanish copii s of
the depreciated volumes be made while it can be done.
Respectfully,
1

Hon.

s.

M.

W. D. BLOXHAM,
SurveyO'J·-General.
STOCKSLA.GER

CommiBaioner General Land Office, Washington, D. C.
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UNITED STATES SURVEYOR-GENERAL'S OFJ!'ICE,

Boise City, Idaho, Jtily 21, 1888.
In compliance with the instructions of your circular letter "E," dated May 1, 1888,
I have the honor to submit in. duplicate my annual report of surveying operations
in this district for the :fiscal year ending June 30, 1888.
No contracts were awarded payable from.the appropriatiou for the fiscal year.
No contracts were made for sll'rveys of public lands under the provisions of sections
2401, 2402, and 2403, Revised Statutes.
. ·
No deposrts were made by railroad companies for field or office work.
Daring the :fiscal year surveys have been approved and accepted (under.contracts
Nos. 103 and 117, respectively), aggregating 1,017 miles 16 chains and 85 lmks, classified as follows:
Measurement.

Meridian lines . _••.•••••••••.••..••.••••.••.••••••. _.•.••••..••..•... _•..• - .. -• . . . . .
Standard lines ..•••••.•••••.•••••••••••.••.••••••••••••.•••.••..••..• _... . • • • .. . .. . . .

ii:iI:i~tl'
n~::~-:: ::::: :::: :::: :: :::::::::: ::: :::::::: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :::
Meander lines_··--·· .••••••••.•••. ··-· .••••. ···- •• ··-· .••.. -········-....... . .......

Miles. Ohs. LkB.
4
00
18
00
00
18

m

68
57

22

61

46

88
75

Tl)tal ...... ····-····-- __ ............... ···-·· . .•••..••.••••...•••.• ·-··· .•••••. 1,017

16

85

Eighteen townships and fractional townships have been surveyed and accepted.
There were completed and approved <luring the year, viz:
Plats of meridian, standard, and. exterior lines .. ___ .. _.... __ ................. - . . 6
Platsoftownshipssubdivided. ··---· ·-·-·· ...•.....•.....•......••••.... -----· 57
Plats of mining claims and millsites _. _.•••. _., ... _.....•••.. _.... __ ...•••...... 322
Plat of private Jana. claim, with descriptive notes...............................
1
Total number of plats .. __ ................••.... _..•.. _.••. _.. . _......... 3 6

In addition to the plats enum~rated above :fifty-one connected sheets of mineral-

claim surveys were made.
~ighty-one mining claims and eleven millsites were surveyed.
Oil'e hundred and ten certified transcripts of approved :fiold-notei, of agricultural
and mineral surveys were prepared and transmitted.
Applications for survey and certificates of location were received, examined, esti~ates account office work furnished (sec. 2:334 Revised Statutes), and orders for survey
1s n_ed of ninety-two mining claims and millsites.
Five hundred and seventy-two letters were written, comprising 749 pages of pre s
opy.
Ar ~ort em~ra?ing _80 pages, with partial transcript of the mineral-claim record
and m1_n r_al-d1 tn_ct pJat, was prepared and 1,nl>mitted.
pec1al 1nstruct1on w re prepar d in triplicate for the examination of survey in
T · 6 a_nrl 7 ., R. 39 ~-, and an in pectiou of tho field work was made tbernnncl r by
asp c1al agent detail d from thi office, copy of who e report was transmitted with
my Jetter da.t_e January 14, 1 .
Dat re!ernog to special-dep? it co.otracts Nos. 87, DO, 91, 10!), 110, and 111, compiled
fro1~1 offic1. l r ,c rda ancl ~vermg 1~ pag 8 o~ cap and J tter pap r, was transmitted
ti) b_arl
.
~>nrad, p cial ~ ent, in compliance with bis request, for use in important 1nv t1gation hy the m d 'tat grand jury in an Franci co.
44
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Id!:

vised "instructions to United States deputy mineral surveyors for the_distriot.~i
have been co~ple~ed, i;11cluding ~ampl~f8ld-no;es ~~ill~~p~~!~dfu~!e~~t~g

0 ,,

~:~~~;~:sd:;ihr;~~~\!~:~!t;i{Y~

ilx1i¥: c:~;~e~ ttnited States Revised Stat-

utl8i~rge amount of miscellaneous work ~as per~ormed not included in the foregoing
statem6nt and too lengthy to report h ere m deta1~. .
.
. .
The deposits for office work, account of mmmg-cla1m and m1lls1te surveys,
amounted in the aggregate to $2,794.
.
.
·th
· 1
One deposit of $8.50 was made on account of office work m connection WI spee1a
plat of a private land claim.
u ·t d Sta t es
No deposits were made for surveys under sections 2401, 2402, and 2403 , m e
Revised Statutes.
t f
k b
From the foregoing statement it will be observed that~ va~t am_oun . o wor , n
been performed during the year considering the small clencal force m this office. 'I ~e
appropriation for clerk-hire has been but $1,500 annually for the last two fiscal Y:e~1 ,
a sum equal only to the salary of one draughtsman. A chief clerk and transcnbmg
clerk have also been continuously employed; and to pay the three clerks referred to
a smn sufficient (over and above the $1,500 appropriatetl) has been earned from the
special deposits account of mineral-claim surveys. Thus a. large amount_ of_ regular
work, which should have been provided for _by Cong!ess1onal appropnat1on, has
been accomplished at the expense of the special-deposit fund, earned therefrom by
working really " out of office hours."
With my letter of June 25, 1888, was submitted a statement of arrearages of offict,
work and an estimate for the surveying service for the fiscal year 1890. Your careful
attention is invited not only to said letter, but also to similar communicati?ns from
this office, which have been submitted annually for the past five years. Notwithstanding the fact that both by my predecessor and myself increased appropriations for
clerk-hire have been requested in submitting the usual estimates for field and office
service, and urgent reasons presented for our so recommending, yet, as I have frequently stated in official letters, the appropriation for clerk-hire has been so reduced
during the past two fiscal years as to involve hardship both upon those in this office
who are required to work over-hours daily, and upon the deputy surveyors whose returns can not be examined, corrected, platted, and transcribed short of many months.
Since suitable provision is not made by Congress for the regular work of the office,
and the means for paying all clerks must be largely earned, as stated, from special
deposit~ by individuals, mining claimants are sometimes compelled to wait longer
than would be otherwise necessary before the returns of surveys of their claims can
be platted and transcribed, because of the necessity of doing all office work with a
clerical force which must be employed alternately upon agricultural and mineral
work, instead of a regular force continuously upon each class of surveys. The evident injustice thus resulting from the meager appropriations made by Congress,
greatly reduced below those made regularly in former years, is obvious and should
be remedied by more adequate provision in future.
The act making appropriation for the survey of public lands for the fiscal year
1887-'88 limited the compensatior:. to "rates not exceeding .$9 per linear mile for
~tandard and meander lines, $7 for township, and $5 for section lines." Experience
m this and other surveying districts in the West has proven that the public lands
y~t remaining unsurveyed can not be surveyed at such rates. Deputies who have
tned the experiment have suffered pecuniary loss and in some instances financial
embarrassment. A case in point is that of Oscar Sonnenkalb, United States deputy
surveyor, under contract No. 117, dated June 28, 1886, heretofore reported.
Und~r existing circumstanues, therefore, I have not been willing to recommend the
a:w.ardmg of contracts during the pa~t yea!, although numerous applications and pet1t10ns for surveys have been filed m this office ·by settlers on unsurveyed public
lands, who are desirous of obtaining title to their homes under the land laws.
This entire matter was brought to your attention and to that of Congress through
petition and correspondence, as follows:
·
[Letter of surveyor-general to Com.missio:ner S.

l[,

Sta~kslag~r, February 4, 1888.]

I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of petition to Congress for increased
..appropriations for the surveying service, the original of which was sent a short time
~mce to Governor Stevenson, of this Territory, who is now in Washington, for his
mdor~ement, and that of Hon. F. T. Dubois, Delegate to Congress, with the request
that _it be ~~ereafter -properly !?resented to the House of Representatives.
. Said petition, as will be noticed, has been indorsed by all the district land officers
m Idaho and by all ether Federal officers who are brought in contact with the people
over the entire Territory, and are thus well informed as to needs of settlers on unsurveyed lands.
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. I _would respectfully state_that the 3:ppropriations for the surveying ser~ce are so
lim1ted and the rates per m1le authorized by the approp1iation acts so inadequate
for surveying in Idaho, that I haye been unwilling to recommend that surveys be
made, many petitions for which have been filed in this office. Tlle appropriation for
clerk-hire is totally insufficient to keep up current work in a mineral district, where
t~e Congressional appropria~ions have always been expected to pay for tbe examination of all papers connected with surveys of mining claims, issuing instructions for
such surveys, examining tl;le returns thereof, as well as the work connected with agricultural surveys.~
I have frequently urged the importance of increased appropriations and earnestly
recommend that if possible you take such action as will effectively present the matter to the attention of the proper committees of both houses of Congress.
1'o the honorable the Senat~ and House of R,preBentatives of the United States :
We, the undersigned district officers of the General Land Office, respectfully represent that the demand for surveys of public lands in the Territory of Idaho is urgent
and daily becoming more imperative because of the insufficient appropriations for
the current and past fiscal years; that the maximum rate per mile allowed by law for
surveying is inadequate for such service in this surveying district; that the appropriation for clerk-hire in the surveyor-general's office has been soreducedastorender
arrearages of work unavoidable, thus causing delays which involve hardship to settlers
and to deputy surveyors.
The honorable the Commissioner of the General Land Office has reported the :financial needs of this department of the public service and stated ample reaso~s ther~for, to all of which statements of facts we beg leave to add our corroborative testimony. Indeed, much more might be added disclosing individual hardships to a vast
number of bona fide settlers.
Por the relief of these people and in the interest of business-like facilities in tae
land department, your favorable consideration is respectfully invoked to the ~nd
that you make appropriations for the surveyin~ service ful.y equal to the respectr~e
amounts recommended by the honorable Commissioner of the General Land Office rn
his last annual report, and for which your petitioners will ever pray.
JOSEPH C. STRAUGHAN,
United States Siirveyor-Generalfor Idaho.

H. 0.

BRANSTETTER,

Receiver Public Moneys, Boise City, Idaho
HARLEN PEFLEY,

Register United States Land Office.
GEO.

D.

TEMPLE,

Special Agent General Land Office.
H. 0. BILLINGS,
Register United States Lanil Office, Hailey, Idaho.

0. 0. STOCKSLAGER.
Juoeit,er Public Moneys, United States Land Office, Hailey, Idaho.
FRANK W. BEANE,
Register, Blackjoot, Idaho.
JOHN MONTGOMERY,

Receiver, Blackfoot, Idaho.
CHAS. M. FORCE,

Receiver, Lewiston, Idaho.

FRANCIS F. PATTERSON,

Register, Lewiston, Idaho.
E. MCFARLAND,
Register, Goour d'Alene, Idaho.

ROBERT

WM. J. McCLURE,

Receiver, O(13Ur d'Alene, Idaho

. *The amount of deposit by individuals account office work on each mineral claim
m Idaho bas always been estimated for the cost of platting and transcribing fieldnotes of survey only, not intended to cover work in connection with examination of
papers, flll'nishing estimates, iasuing orders for survey, eto.

,
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We earnestly recomm,md that the i~ure:ise~ ~ppropriations for tlle snrveymg servine be mado as requested in the foregorng petition.
E. J. CURTIS,
Secretary of Idaho.
JAMES H. HAWLEY,
United States Attorniy of Idaho.
EZRA BAIRD,

.

Unit€d Slate$ Marshal, Idaho.
JAMES B. HAYS,
Chief Justice Supreme Court, Idaho.
NORMAN BUCK,

.Associate Justice Supreme Court, Jdaho.
CASE BRODERICK,

...4.ssociate Justic'I Supr'1nie Court, Idaho.
II. ~,. WILD,
.Assaye1· in Charge.

The above petition was also indorsed by Hon. F. T. Dubois, Delegate to Congress
from Idaho, and by E.A. Stevenson, governor of the Territory.
[Letter of Commissioner S. M. Stockslager to Joseph C. Straughan, esq., February 18, 1888.]

I am in receipt of your letter dated February 4, 1888, inclosing copies of petition
to Congress for ;.increased appropriations for the s~rveying service, signed by the
United States land officers and other federal officers m Idaho.
Iu compliance with your request I have forwarded copies of your letter and inclosures to the honorable Secretary of the Interior for transmission to the appropriate
committees of Congress.
_
In this connection I would state that under date of January 23, 1888, I submitted
through the department largely increased estimates for surveys during the ensuing fiscal yea.r.
.
The foregoing full presentation of the matter is given with the hope and earnest
recommendation that Congress give it proper att~rition and provide amply for this
branch of the public service, especially demanded now from the fact that inadequate
provision has been made for two consecutive years, and the situation is daily growing
more serious.
A glance at th"' official map of Idaho quickly discloses the fact that a large portion
oft.he Territory is un~urveyed, nowhere penetrated by even standard, parallel, and
meridian lines. Throughout much of this unsurveyed region extensive, fertile, and
irrigable lands are being settled up in good faith under the "homestead" and other
laws enacted for the sole purpose of encouraging such ~ettlement. They are constantly soliciting public surveys, which if made would prevent contentions and
sometimes bloodshed. In many cases tl;i.ey can not inform this office definite~y as-to
the townships in which the lands are situate, and frequently can not even approximate such locality with reference to surveyed lines.
If an extensive system of townships were blocked out by running the necessary exterior lines, as contemplated by the statute and former departmental instructions,
settlers could approximately locate their claims, and this office,'"through a knowledge
of the topography, physical features, and character of lands of each township thus obtaiuerl, could wisely judge as to the advisability of subdivisional surveys. Without
the light afforded by the field-notes of exter.t_or surveys nothing is known and little
definite information can be acquired on which to base a satisfactory opinion as to
whether some of the section lines should be run for which application is made. A
contract might be awarded for the survey of a township among spurs of the Sawtooth
mountains, scarcely penetrated by the sun's rays, immediately adjoining a township
quite numerously occupied by pioneer ranchmen.
·
To avoid errors of this kind the former custom of this office sanctioned by the department was to allow the iniquitous practice of" substituting." The deputy went
forth at the beginning of the season with a definite contract to survey a defined district, the level and easily snrveyable portions of which he would complete, leave the
more difficult portions of the township, and continue the running, measuring, and markinir of lines in other townships not specified in his contract; thus selecting for himself the ground most accessible and where there was the largest margin of profit in
the wori. The rascally practice of" substituting" is forbidden by existing instruc.
tions, which have been in force for nearly three years, but no remedy is provided in
its stead for the @ountainous regions of the great'West, as in Idaho, where the fertile
but narrow valleys are rapidly being occupied by settlers.
I respectfully recommend, therefore, that a system of exterior surveys be adopted,
~

suggested in the foregoin~1 for ~a ~tW4 of tlle 1n~~nn·veyed fifte of this Territori
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a~ wiE a:dm! t of an extensio~ of tb_e rectangu~ar ~yste_m of public surveys. Portione
of the d1str1~t shou~d h~ve 1mmedia~e attention m this respect, especially the "panhandle" reg10n, which 1s almost entirely unsurveyed, has a large population in some
quarters, and a number of towns the vicinity of which we can only approximately
ascertain.
The population of Idaho is rapidly increasing ; her wonderful mineral resources are
becoming known abroad, and capital is steadily pouring in and developing portions
of her vast deposits of precious m"ltals.
The Coeur d'Alene region of the northern part of the Territory continues to attract
an influx of prospectors and miners, the developments in that section during tho last
two years having proven tho existence of gold, silver, and lead deposits in quantities
sufficient to render a profitable yield almost certain in propeTties operated with largo
capital: The mineral veins are usually of low-grade ore, the quantity of which,
however, is estimated as practically inexhaustible. Several railroads are being constructed in tho district, with branch and spur lines projected into all valleys affording feasible routes.
The once famous mines of Owyhee county are receiving attention with prospects
very encouraging, while the new Silver Mountain district, where discoveries were
made but a few months since, is reported as fabulously rich, and the veins supposed
to be fissure, whero permanency can be expected in a continuous ledge. Other districts are not neglected, and ·the indications are that when fully prospected and developed Idaho will rank equally high with Colorado, California, and Montana in her
mineral output.
With an area of agricultural land more than sufficient when irrigateJ. and reclaimed to sustain the mining population which will comparatively soon occupy this
entire Territory, and a climate unsurpassed in the valleys, Idaho possesses natural resources which will in the near future entitle her to not only statehood, but to a.
front rank among the common wealths of our republic. Her public lands should _receive attention in the extension of surveys equal to those in any other surveymg
district, systematically carried forward.

UPORT OF THE SURVEYOR-GENERAL OF LOUISIANA.

UNITED STATES SURVEYOR-GENERAL'S OFFICE,

_
New Orleans, July 28, 1888.
In compliance with instructions contained in your circular letter "E" of May '. ,
1888, I now have the honor to submit herewith my annual report of the operations of
this office for the :fiscal year ending June 30, 1888, together with tabular statements,
as follows:
A.-Estimate of funds for surveying service in Louisiana, for salary of surveyor-g~neral and his clerks, and for contingent expenses of this office for the fiscal year endmg
June 30, 1890.
.
B.-Statement of office work in arrears in the office of surveyor-general for the district of Louisiana.
C.-Statement of surveying contracts entered into by the surveyor-general of
Louisiana. for the :fiscal year ending June 30, 1885, remaining unliquidated.
OFFICE WORK.

Considering the meager allowance appropriated by Congress and placed at my disposal for the use of this office, a vast amount of work has been accomplished during
this fiscal year.
The entire clerical force has been constantly employed in reconstructing and preparing from the original field-notes new township plats, to supply the places of those
that had become so worn and defaced by time and use as to render them unfit for
service and unreliable as office records; in preparing plats in triplicate, in cases of
conflicts, according to the decisions of the register and receiver of the local land
office; indexing sets of old field-notes, supplying the special agents and government
officials wi'th maps, diagrams, and field-notes; in preparing and keeping a regular
docket of scrip cases ; in investigating and copying evidence filed in support of applications for indemnity scrip under the act of June 2, 1858, and in attending to the
current business, recording and keeping up the correspondence of the office.
OFFICE WOBK IN ARREARS.

Notwithstanding the work accomplished during the past year there yet remains a
vast amount of office work in arrears which demands attention. Of the importance
of this work I 1:1poke at length in my last annual report, but I very much fear to little
or no purpose. I can only repeat now what I said then, and respectfully urge that an
additional allowance be placed at my disposal for its early accomplishment.
In all the districts of Louisiana there now remains to be reprotracted from the
original :field-notes, or reproduced from old, torn, and partly-defaced maps, two hundred and seventy-nine town~hips. Necessity demands that this should be done as
early as practicable, for the oldest field-notes, part,icularly those of the New Orleans
township, containing the city of New Orleans and its suburbs, exhibiting the old
American surveys of private land claims, are becoming yearly more indistinct and
hard to decipher.
Nothing has been done this current year towards preparing in duplicate plats of
unpa.tented private land claims, now numbering 5,905. Regarding this I beg to quote
from my last annual report: "Another and much larger work in arrears is that of
preparing in duplicate the special plats of surveys of the enormous number of unpatented private claims in the State. They number 5,905, and patents can not issuo on
any of them until this office prepares and sends to the proper local land office such
plats. The law requires them to be made in duplicate, one to be sent to the General
Land Office through the local land office, to be incorporated into the patent, the other
to be retained in this office as a record. This branch of work will therefore itself in(.
volve the making of 11,810 plats. It is probable that it will require ten draughtsmen
twelve years to make them. I fl.ad that my predecessors have laid before you, and
through yon ban informed Congress of all the facts in this business, and I :find noth447
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- ing new to b~ said. Th~ work is ~ere, as.they have stated, and it must be done if the
government 1s ever to discharge its self-imposed duty of patenting the claims. No
other lawful authority exists for doing it but this office, and no other means than the
employment of skilled and experienced draughtsmen to do it. lf such can be found,
who within the legal hours of labor in the government offices can properly and safely
dispose of it faster than my calculation shows, I shall be agreeably surprised, and the
government will be that much the gainer. But such clerks must be hired and paid,
and if we get them at salarieR of $1,200 a year we will be fortunate. So that, if
this work is to be done within the next twelve years, it is manifest that for it alone
$12,000 a year at least must be appropriated."
SATISFACTION OF CONFIRMED

PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS UNDER SECTION 3 OF THJ:
ACT OF JUNE 2, 1858.

Of all private rland claims coming before the department for satisfaction under the
above act, I venture to say none are more intricate and difficult of comprehension
and intelligent determination than those appertaining to the district of Louisiana.
The history of the State, with its different sovereignties and changes of government, with its past crude and imperfect surveys, and its laws, finding their origin in
a different source from that of any other State in the Union, necessarily makes this
the case. Forwant of knowledge of the land system and of our civil law these claims,
now numbering some 1,164 and including claims for deficiencies in area of located
claims, resulting from deficient surveys, conflict of title, etc., embracing over 1,000,000 acres due land claimants of Louisiana, for the past several years, have been virtually
suspended by the department. However, recent wise departmental decisions and ~he
principles therein announced, notably in the cases of "Stephen Sweazi~," "Ehas
Blunt,"" Lettrius Alrio," and'' J.P. Cloutier," have removed the obstructions, most
of which were technical, heretofore in the way of the equitable adjustment and satisfaction of these claims, and opened the way to claimants to have their rights speedily passed upon and determined.
In consequence great labor has devolved upon this -office to thoroughly investigate and decide upon these numerous claims that are every day being presented.
There are now pending before me for official action 275 applications for indemni~y
scrip under the act of June 2, 1858. Necessarily much time and labor are consumed 1?their investigation, for besides being accompanied with voluminous records ?f ev1-.
dence of title, all to be critically examined, frequently the most intricate questions of
Louisiana and Unitecl States laws present themselves. Almost the entire time of one
clerk_is consumed in doing iihe copying and making a complete transcript for the fil~s
of your office of all the proceedings had and documents filed in support of these applications.
Land scrip or certificates of location under the act of June 2, 1858, were issued by
this-office during the current year in forty-six cases. In this connectipn I will ~gain
refer to the importance of continuing the work of compiling an "Exhibit of Pn vate
Land Claims" in all the districts of this State. For want of means to employ a competent and skilled cler~ to continue it this important work. has been for some ye~~s
past suspended. A reliable and complete exhibit of these claims would greatly facilitate this office in their investigation and at the same time supply a want long felt by
the interested public. An approprfation should be made for its early completion.
FIELD WORK.
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being limited to a few miles only he could not undertake an entire correction of the
erroneous locations.
. .
.
.
Experience shows that when errors are known t_o exrnt m a township _they a1e
usually so extencled from one section to another until a resurvey of the entire township is often the unavoidable result.
Under special instructions dated October 24, 1887, and approved November 2,
HJ87, Deputy Grandjean was authorized and instructed Novei:nb~r 5, same year, to
make a resurvey of sec. 50, T. 24 S., R. 321?,, southeastern d1s~rict, Sot!th ~as~ of
.Mississippi river, Louisiana, for a compensation of $15 pe~ das:, with the time limited
to ten days. Of this he has as yet made no returns to this office.
SURVEYS.

No apportionment of funds having been placed at my disposal for the use of this
surveying district, no contracts have been made by me during the fiscal year ending
June 30, 1888. As to tbe amount of work to be done and the urgent necessity for
the same I make general reference to the reports of my predecessors in office.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your humble, obedient servant,
CALHOUN :FLUKER,

Hon.

Sur'Veyor-General, Louiaiana.

s. M. STOCKSLAGER,

Commissioner of the General Land Office, Washington, D. C.

A.-Estimate of funds to be appropriated for the fiscal yea1· ending June 30, 1890, fo1·
sur'Ve.lJing in Louisiana, for compensation of surveyor-general and his clerks, and contingent expenses of his office.
SURVEYS.

In the southea,stern district--···· ...•...••.••••...•••.-••••••....•• $10,000
In the southwestern district .................••...•••••.........•••
7,000
In the north western district ............•• - •.................• - ••• 10,000
In the district north of Red river ...........•...................... 10,000
To complete the surveys of the three Houmas claims as decided by
the Supreme Court of the United States, vol. 3, U. S. Reports, p.
5,000
412 ........••.•.......•...••.••...••...••.•..•• - .. - •••. - - - · - - - - ·
For ?rig in al surveys, resurveys, and corrective surveys of confirmed
private land claims and donations...............................
8,000
- - - $50,000
SALARIES.

Salary of surveyor-general . . . • . . . • . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . • . • . • . . . • . • • . • • . . • . . . . . .
Salary of chief clerk . . . • • . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . • • • • . . . . . . . . • . . . . • . . . . . .
1, 800
Salaries of clerks and draughtsmen for current work of the office..
8,200
Salary of clerks to bring up arrear work ...•.•.......•.•... : . . • • . . .
8, 800

2, 000

18,800
CONTINGENT EXPENSES.

Providing 400 township plats with canvas back, at 25 cents each.
Messenger hire, stationery, binding and other incidental expenses.

100
1,100
----

Total ..•••....••..•••••....••...................•.........•...•• _..

1,200
72, 000

B.-Stalement of office work in arrears in the surveyor-general's office, district of Louisiana.
Number o~ townships in all the districts to be reprotracted or reproduced, the
same bemg so torn and defaced as to be useless . . . . .. . . . . .. .•.•............
279
Number of private land claims throughout the district of Louisiana for which
patent plats are to be prepared ................•...................••...... 5, 902
Number of private land claims for which certificates of location are to be issued under act of Congress approved June 2, 1858 ... -.•.......•..•.••••..... 1,164
Continuing and completing the exhibit of private land claims in the southwestern, northwestern, district north of Red river, and Greensburgh district.
Examinations and researches to prepare confirmed private land claims for survey and location.

INT 88-V0L
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C.-Staternent of sit1·veying contract ente1·ed into by the surveJ;or-general- of Louisiana on
aucount of the approp1·iation of $10,000 for the fiscal yea1· ending June 30, 1885, remaining iinliqitidated.
Date
No. of contract.

Name of ueputy
surveyor.

Locality of
work.

District.

Estimated Amount
due.
liability.

Remarks.

24

1884.
Sept. 4

Georg!) K. Brad- T.10S.,R.2E. Southwest .. $~00. 00
ford.

$507. 27

Surveys completed,
plats and fieldnotes transmitted.

NOTE.~The amount appropriated ($10,000) above r_eferred to has been expended to meet payments
of contracts Nos. 22 and 23. See document B, Land Office Report for 1886, p. 518.

•

REPORT OF SURVEYOR-GENERAL OF MINNESOTA.
UNITED STATES SURVEYOR-GENERAL'S OFFICE,

Saint Paul, Minn., Ju.ly 24, 1888.
In compliance with instructions contained in your letter E o~ May 1, 1~8tl, I. have
the honor to submit in duplicate my annual report of the snrveyrng operat1011s rn the
district of Minnesota for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1888, with tabular st,atements
as follows:
A.-Staterneut of contracts entered into by the surveyor-genernl of Minnesota for
the survey of public lands payable from t,he appropriation for the fiscal yea,r ending
June 30, 1888.
B.-Statement of contract entered into hy the surveyor-general of Minuesota un~er
instructions from the Commissioner of the Geueral Land Office for surve~'S on White
Earth Indian Reservation. Contract not closed at date of last annual report.
Three fractional townships and four islands hav~ been surveyed since last annual
report, and two townships on White Earth Indian R,eservation have been subdivided
into 40-acre tracts. The number of township plats made is 15. The number of miles
surveyed during the year is as follows:
Measurement.

Miles. Ohs. Lks.

~~!~~:et~J~it:~~l\t~i: :::::: :_: : :_: : : _: : :::::::::::: :: ::::;: :::::::::::::::~ i ~i !~
!1!t;~fr~~;i:YJr~lH!i~~~:: : : :~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: JI ii i~
4

Lines for subdivision of sections surveyed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . • . . . . . . 199

56

16

Total mimber of miles surveyed and resurveyed ................................ 432

46

23·

The total number of acres surveyed during the year is 16,709.25, which, added to
~he a~ouut previously reported (42,831,886.19), gives total number of acres surveyed
m tbts State to date 42,848,595.44.
The Northern Pacific Railroad Company made deposit J nne 23, 1888, for cost of survey ofland selected under their grant, as follows: For field work, $220.71; for office
work, $42.06. Duplicate certificates of the above were transmitted June 28, 1888.
The demand for public surveys by actual settlers has greatly increased during the
past year. A large number of settlers are reported to have J\1cated upon the ummrv_eyed lands lying northwest of the Red Lake Indian Reservation, and a. petition
stgn~d by tllirty of s,tid settlers representing improvements valued ::tt, $ 18,000 bas been
received by m , asking for the survey of said lands. A large number of the residents
ot: tlie counties in which t hese lands are located have also petitioned for the survey
of the satuc. A large proportion of these lands are reported to be valuable for agricult.ural pmposcs, and if surveyed would soon be all settled upon and improved.
In the northeastern portion of the State, in the vicinit,y of Vermillion lake, in
consequence of the rapid development of the iron interests and the large growth of
such tow_ns as Tower and Ely, thero is an increasing deru_and for lands for settlement;
and_ applications from l)ersons claiming to be bona fide settlers have been received
durmg the year past asking for the survey of about twenty townehips. Some of these
settlers state that they have been living on their claims more than fo1Jr years. In some
o_f these towns it is stated that there are over forty settlers. I consider it very desirable that these surveys should be made as early as practicable, and would request
that I may be authorized to survey during the present fiscal year such townships as
are occupied by any considerable number of settlers.
All of which is rntipectfully submitted.
JOHN F. N 0RRISH,

Hon. S. M. ST0CKSLAGER,
O,nnmiaaioner General £and 0,{fice,
Washin9ton, D. Q.

SU?·veyor-Genera I.

4.51
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A.-Staternent_ of contracts ente1·ed into by the surveyor-general of Minnesota for the survey of public lands payable f1·om the approp1'iation for the fiscal year ending June 30
1888.
'

Name of deputy.

Date of
contract.

1887.
George A. Ralph .. Apr. 16

1

3 .•• . do----···---- .. July 23

J.B. Salisbury .... July 28

(*)

(*)

Description of work.

Estimated
liability.

North exterior line of frac- $200. 00
tional T. 149 N., R. 39
W. of fifth mel'idian,
Minnesota; subdivision
of fractio1Jal T. 149 N.,
R. 39 W. of fifth meridian, Minnesota.
Subdivision of fractioual
40.00
T. 148 N., R. 38 W. of
fifth mericlian, Minnesota.
30. 00
Three islands in Lake
Koronis, in sections 29
and 32 in T. 122 N., R.
32 W. of the fifth meridian, Minnesota.

1885.
A.C.Libby ....... Aug. 28t Island in the Mississippi
river, in section 17, T.
28 N., R. 23 W. of the
fourth meridian, Minnesota.
1888.
4 George A. Ralph.. Feb. 25 Subdivision of fractional
T. 153 N., R. 42 W. of
fifth meridian, Minnesota.

Cost of
survey.

I$139. 80

Remar~s.

Survey completed.
Accepted.

38. 03

Do.

30.00

Do.

10. 00

10. 00

55. 00

56. 98

Survey completed.

Do.

1 Survey authorized April 12, 1888.

• Special instructions.

B.-Statement of contract eriterecl into by the surveyor-general of Minnesota, i~nde1· instriwtions froni the Comriiissioner of the General Land Office, f01· surveys on White Earth
Indian Reservation. Contract not closed at date of last annual report.
6
0

0

.

•

Q..a>
..... Q

f-1

Date of
contract.

Name of deputy.

o+l

z

2

1887.
Wm.W.Ward .... May 10

Description of work.

Estimated
liability.

Cost of
survey.

Remarks .

Resurvey of 28 miles of $420. 00 $30:!. 79
t1!e southern bounda1·.v
lsurveys comof the White Earth Inpleted.
dian Reservation.
Subdivision into 40-acre 2,016. co 2, 016. 00
tracts (for allotment to
Indians) of T.145 and
146 N., R. 40 W. of the
fifth principal meridian,
Minnesota.

j

Jc

~

REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR-GENERAL OF MONTANA.

OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES SURVEYOR-GENERAL,

Helena, J1tly 17, 1888.
In compliance with instructions containe<l. in your letter "E" of May 1, 188~, I
have the honor to submit herewith my annual report in duplicate of the surveymg
operations of this district for the fiscal year ended June ~lO, 1888.
AGRICULTURAL SURVEYS,

Duriug the year surveys embracing 3,401 miles 12 chains 23 links have heen examined, approved, and reported, as follows:
1

Measurement.

Miles. Ohs. Lks.

ilE~~fXl:i~~J~i~~tt~:~~~~::::::::::::: :_: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: i;;

18
42

Total . .. . .. . . •• . . . . . . . . . .• .• •• .•. . •• .••. •. .•••••. .. • • . . . • . . • • . . ••• . • •• . • . . . . . . . . 3,401

47

8

54
15
81

57

236

38

6

35

12

23

2,

Closing and connection lines .................•.•............. ~.. .. . . . . . . • . . . . . . . • . . . . .
Meander lines . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . • • . . • • . . • • . . . . . . . . • • . . . . .

There were made during the year plats and transcripts of field·notes, as follows:
Standard and exterior plats .. _................ _•........ - . . . . . . . • . • . . . . . . . • .
32
Township plats ..........•....•.•.............................. :............
165
.Transcripts of field-notes .. ........................................ ..... .'....
102
Tracings, sketch.maps, blue prints, and transcripts for deput.ie8, special agents,
and military posts .....•...•.......•• _.. . . • • • . . • • • • . . • • . .. .. • • • . . . . . . • . . . .
89
Total ..••••........••••.•..•.••••••.......• __ •• • . . . • . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . •

388

One contract has been let payable from the fund of special deposits by individuals.
There have been no deposits made by any railroad company for surveys, nor for surveys of private laud claims, nor for office work for township surveys. One deposit
($100) ha.s been made for survey and office work of a townsite. This practice having
been changed and surveys of townsites being now paid from the regular appropria
tion for tlie fiscal year, application has been made by the probate judge of Meagh
county for the refunding of the above amount.
MINERAL SURVEYS.

Orders issued for surveys ...•.............................•.•••••••••.•••••
Orders issued for reports on placers ........... . ........................... .
Surveys examined and approved ........................................ ..
Amended surveys examined and approved ................................ .
Reports on placers examined and approved .............................. ..
Plats made ............................................•.............•....
Transcripts made of surveys arnl reports on placers ....................... .
New connect.ed sheets made .............................................. .
Total agricultural and minern.l plats made ................................ .

274

27
282
7

40
836

327
164

1,033

===
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Deposits for office work on mineral surveys.... . . . . . . • . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $8, 865
' Deposit for office work on townsite ............... -~·· .. .. .... .•.. ...... . . .
40
Deposit for office work on reports on placers.... . . . . . . . . . • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
260
Total ...•••...•••.•••••.•••••••.•.....•••••••.•.........•...........

9,165

Number of letters received .•.....•.•••...••.•..•............ •............. 1,188
Numb~r of letters written .............••••..•• "'·· ...•....•... ............. 2,306
Nine contract.s for the survey of public lands and Indian reserve boundaries have
been let; estimated liability, $21,490.
Appended hereto are the following exhibits A, B, C, and D, showing the contracta
l et during the fiscal year ended June 30, 1888. No contracts are now in the office
awaiting examination. The field-notes of contracts aggregating $28,190 have not
yet been returned by the deputies. One of these, No. 19tl, dated May 5, 1886, made
with Henry T. McDaniel and payable from t,he regular appropriation for the fiscal
year ended June 30, 1886, bas lapsed, no returns having been made of the surveys ~nder contract before or after the 30th June, 1888. It is known t hat those townsh1ps
situated on the Flathead and Bitter Root rivers were surveyed ; !Jut the unit ed efforts
o.f this office and his bondsmen have faile(l to induce him to complete the surveys, or
to turn in the field-notes of those executed. The deputy has left the Territory.
Of the other contracts a number of them were let just previous to the cxpirntion of
th e fiscal year. Contracts Nos. 212 and 215 were not approved .by 1be honorable
Commissioner, being unavoidably dated after the expiration of the focal year 1887, and.
are now incorporated in contracts Nos. 221 and 222. Contract No. 21:3 was approved
at th1s office but not forwarded to Washington, having the same defect in date, and
is now includ.ed in contract No. 220.
The appropriations for clerk hire, consisting of $3,000 nuder the rrgular appropriation and $1,125 under the provisions of the urgency deficiency bill-w hi ch latter was
only available for the last nine weeks of the fiscal ye~ir-were totally inadequate for
the amount of work required, a lar~e part of which fell within Lhe lnst two mon~hs
of the year. Iu consequence, to avoid the entire loss of their labors, the deputies
themselves were compelled to employ clerks to work up their notea, etc., that t~ey
might be submitted in time to this office fori:examinatiou to reach Washington before
tbe 3ot.h June. Even then it would have been doubtful of accomplishment, bad not
the force in the office worked with the greatest zeal and diligence aucl in excess of
office hours.
It is a great injustice· that the contracting deputy surveyors shoul<l have to incnr
this expense, and if practicable this outlay should be reimlmrsed them .
.
All or nearly all of those deputies have bad to borrow money to meet their expenses of surveying, and many of them have already waited from twelve to eighteen
months for their pay. Much or the most of this delay has been occasioned by the
lack of force in this office to examiue and work up the returns, as well as the lack of
examiners in the field. It will readily be seen bow little inducement there is for the
best c:iass of snrveyors to competu for' work.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
13. H. GREENE,
Ilon.

s.

Survey01·-Genernl.
M. STOCKSLAGER,
Cornrnissioner of the General Land Office, Washington, D. C.

A.-State111e11t Bhowing contracts let and 1Jaycible from the app1·opl'iation Jo1· puhlic surl'eys
for the fi,Jcal year end eel June 30. 188tl.
No.

211

I

Date.
1887.
-July 7

I

To whom let.
__________L_o_c_a_tion_._ _ __ __ _ _ _

l!~\~

Ch:ules W. M ad. Tbf\ thirteenth auxiliary gnicle meridian ca t tbrongh Ts. -$3, 000
5, 0, 7 all(l 8 N., botwei°·n H. 511111,l 52 :K; thr uortlJ a11cl
n t, houocl: 1·ips of '1'1-1. 5, G, an,! 7 .... , Rs. 52 E. ; th ea t

21

1888.

F h. 21

bn11111lary of T. 8
., It. f,2 K; tho subrlivi ions and
m a111ln. of'1'11. 5, Ii, 7, and 8 N'., R. 52 K; the fill hcliviflions
ancl 111 'amlerf! of 'r. 2 N., Jt 41 E.; th 1-111bdivi ions and
111ran1l1m1 of T. 3 J . , R 45 E.; th 8ub1liviaions a,vl mcnud1•1 of T . :i .... , IL 47 E
John W. Ynll .•. I:. t rifll bouutlaric townsito of Cast! in T. 8 N., R. 8 E.

I
60

PUBLIC LANDS.
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A.-Stafement showing contracts let and payabl9froni tliB, appropriation, etc.-Coni'd .

.

No.

Date.

Esti-

To whom let.

Location.

mat~.

---

1888. .
Valley Creek guide meridian south through fractional T. 2 $2,940
220 June 1. George Scheet:. . ..
S., between Rs. 20 and 21 E. ; also t,hrough T. 3, 4, and 5 S.,
between Rs. 20 and 21 E.; first standard S?U_th through
fractional R. 20 E.; Valley Creek guide mer1d1an thl'ough
Ts 6 7 8 and 9 S between Rs. 20 and 21 E., to l>oundaJ
bet~e~n'Montan·~ and Wyoming Terr~t<;>r~es; sout~ an
fractional west boundaries and subd1v1s1_ons fract1on~l
'Ill6 S., R. 20 E.; fractional east boundar1es and, sul>d1vlsionsfractional T. 6S., R. 21E.; south and w est uoundaries and subdivisions Ts. 7 and 8 S., R. 20 E.; nor~h and
east boundaries and subdivisions Ts. 7, 8, and fract10nal9
S., R. 21 E.; north, south, and west boundaries an<l subdivisions T. 7 S., R.19 E.; fractional west boundary and
subdivisions fractional T. 6 S., R. 19 E.
.
1,000
221 June 11 Henry B. Davis ... Third standard north through R. 12 W. ; Blackfoot gmde
meridian through T. 12 N., between Rs. 11 ancl12W.; west
and south boundaries and subdi:dsions T. 7 N., R. 15 W.
4,000
222 June 15 James M. Robert· The base line through R. 6 and fractional R. 7 E. ; the fractional subdivisions of T. 1 S., R. 6 E. ; the east boundary
son.
and subdivisions of' T. 1 S., R. 7 E.; the east and f'ractionalnorth boundaries and fractional subdivisions of' T.
3 N., R. 5 E.; the south and west boundaries and subdivisior.s of' T. 2 N., R. i E.; the fractional r.ast boundary,
fractional subdivisions and meanders of T. 2 S., R. 9 E.;
the east and fractional south boundaries and fractional
subdivisions of T. 3 S., R. 7 E.; the fractional south
boundary and fractional subdivisions of T. 3 S., R. 8 W.;
thefractionalsubdivisionanclmeanders ofT. 5S., R. SE.;
the fir:st standard parallel south, 3 miles west, through
R. 49 E.; the twelfth guide meridian east through Ts. 5,
4, 3, 2, andl S., between Rs. 48and49E.;thesouthwestand
north boundaries and subdivisions of T. 3 S., R. 48 E . ;
the west and north boundaries and subdivisions of T. 2
S., R. 48 E.; the west boundary and subdivisions of T.1
S., R. 48 E.; the south and west boundaries and subdivisions of T . 1 S., R. 47 E.

B.-Statement showing contmcts for surveys let on Crow Indian Reservation payable from,
app1·opriation of $100,000, general allotment act of February 8, 1887 (Statutes 24,
page 388).

No.

Date.

214

1887.
July 9

216

-

~-

To whom let.

Location.

Estimate.

Geo. K. Reeder ..•. The ext~rior and sub~ivis~on lines of 9 full townships and $5,800
4 fract10nal townships s1~uated approximately in Rs. 26,
27, and 28 east, Montana P. M., and south and conti"uous
to the Yellowstone river. B.v the above it is intended
that the surveys shall be E>o extended as to cover a stl'ip
6 miles wide on .each sid e of Pryor's creek in the Crow
~ndian Reservation in Montana, not however to exceed
rn the agg;regate the equivalent of 12 full townships, and
th:tt be will complete these surveys in the manner aforesaid and r~turn the tru~ and origmal field-notes thereof,
together wit~ a_ tral!sc~ipt of said field-notes and plats of
each.township m tnphcate and a plat of the exteriors in
cluphcate.
.A.ug. 17 Geo. K. Reeder ..•. Sue~ l~nes adjoininf the lines of surveys already made
1,000
Wlt!:nn the Crow In 1an R ~se:rvation in Montana as may be
designated by the Comm1ss1oner of Indian .Affairs or bis
agenta-nd r~turn the tru~ andori~inal field-notes thereof,
~oge~b~r with a traJ?-BCnpt of said field-notes and plats
m tnplicate of the lmes surveyed in each township under the contract.
•
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C.-Statement showing contract for su1·veys payablrJ froni appropriation app1·oveil Mm·ch
2, 1887, of $20,000 (Statutes 24, page 464).
No.

Date.

2i7

1887.
Oct. 17

To whom lei.

Edmund P.
Harrison.

H.

Location.

Estimate.

Establish by mile and baU mile monuments tbat portion $3,300
of the boundary of the Crow Indian Reservation on the
107th degree of longitude west from Greenwich, which
extends south from mid-channel of the Yellowstone
river to the first mile-stone south of th& known latitu de
oftbe Montana base line, which is approximately N. 45°
46' 27"; also to resurvey the south boundary of . said
Crow Indian Reservation along the 45th parallel of la.titude or south boundary of the Territory of Montana,
from the southeast corner of said reservation to the Big
Horn river, the said lines being an estimated d:stan ce
of 100 miles, and that be will complete these survoyt1 in
the manner aforesaid ancl will return the true and original field-notes and plat thereof in triplicate.

D.-Siatement showing cont1'act for surveys payable front deposits by individuals for surVi'ging public lands.

No.

Date.

To whom let.

Location.

Estimate.

1888.
219 May 26

James:M.Pa.ge •.• The east, south, and west boundaries and subdivisions of
T. 11 S., R.12 W.

$390

REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR-GENERAL OF NEVADA'.

UNITED STATES SURVEYOR-GENERAL'S OFFICE,

Reno, Nev., July 12, 1888.
I have the honor to hand you herewith annual report ~f the operations o! this ofi?.ce
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1888. As I have received no letter of mstrucL10n
to this end from your office during the current year, I have followed as near as may be
your circular lett,ers of instruction of former years. Accompanying will be found duplicate tabular statements as follows, viz:
No. 1.-General appropriation account of salaries of the surveyor-genera.I and employes.
No. 2.-General appropriation account for incidental expenses of office of surveyorgeneral.
No. 3.-Account of appropriation special deposits by indiv:iduals for pay of clerk
and draughtsman,
No. 4.-Statement of the account of general appropriation for the survey of the public lands.
No. 5.-Statement of account of special deposits for surveys of public lands and
mining claims.
No. 6.-Statement of account of special deposits made by the Central Pacific Railroad Company for survey of lands within the limits of its land grant in Nevada.
No. 7.-Statement of contracts, complete and incomplete, on June 30, 188~, entered
into by the United States surveyor-general for Nevada with deputy surveyors and
pending during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1888.
No contracts for field surveys were entered into by this office during the fiscal year
ending June 30, 1888, there being no appropriation for that purpose on hand.
The surveys under contract, as below enumerated, have been completed and the
field-notes returned within the times specified in each of said contracts, and the extensions allowed upon the same.
Contract No. 183, dated May 16, 1887, with Cassius M. Riddle, for the survey of the
abandoned military reservations of Camp Halleck, and the hay reservation of :Fort
McDermitt.
Contract No. 184, dated May 25, l887, with Perry Powers, for the resurvey of the
boundary lines of the Pyramid Lake and Walker River Indian Reservation. Contract
No. ~85, dated Jun3 7, H387, with Horace H. Bence, for original surveys. The number
of mtles run and marked in the field were as follows:
'Measurement.
Miles. Ohs. Bks.
35
158
17
979
15
15
3
48

45
33
45
07
12
40
40
44

_ 29
55
31
45

Total. •••.•. _•.••••••.• _•••• __ •••••.•••.•••••••••••••••••.••.•••.•• _•.• __ • • . . . . 1, 273

28

08

Abandoned military reservation ••••••••••••.•• : ................................. - ..

}1jll~E~:~?i;; ~~~;~~~~::: :::::: ::::::::::::::~::::::: :::::::::: ~:: ::::::::::
Meander lines ... _.............................. -........ --••.••...•.. - -•• •• • • -• - · · · ·

~ta1!in~f&~~-~~:: ·.: ·.:::::·:.::::·:.::::·:.:·:.:::::·.::·.::::::::·.:::::::::::::::::::::::

Township lines .............................................................. -••.. - -

19
29

There were examined in the field by myAelf and special examiner appointed by this
office the surveys executed under contracts Nos. 174, 178, anrl 184, and the sorveys
in thirteen townships included in the terms of contract No. 174 were rejected as false
and fraudulent. The following enumerated contracts are under process of survey,
viz, Nos. 186,187,188, and 189, all of which will I think be reported complete by the
457
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end of the present fiscal year.
tion.

Contracts 183 and 185 are now pending field examinaNumber.

Township plats drawn......................................................
34
Mineral plats drawn .. .••. ..•... ..••.. ..•••. ..•... •••• •... .•••.• •.•••. ••••.. 189
Reservation boundary maps.................................................
4
Letters received .. ~ . . . . . . . • . . . . . . • . • • . . • • • • • . . • • • . • • • • • . • . • • • • • . • . • • • • • • • • . . 646
Letters written (containing 1,228 pages)..................................... 614
During tho year there were filed in this office sixty-eight applications for mineral
surveys, and $2,076 were deposited in the United States Treasury for surveys of the
same. The Central Pacific Railway Company deposited for office work and survey
of lands within the limits of their grant in this State $1,124.19.
•
Arrears uf appropriations remain the same as in last annual report, this office not
having received notification as yet of the liquidation of the $86.96 balance in arrears
of the contingent appropriation for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1887.
, For the want of funds but little has been done in the way of bringing up arrears of office work during the year past, but by the aid of temporary clerks, employed for the purpose and paid out of the fund of special deposits, I find that there
are on file in this office 1,788 township plats and 1,362 mineral plats which have been
properly classified, arranged, and indexed, thus greatly facilitating transaction of the
business of the office.
Reports continue to come into this office regarding the inaccurate and altogether
unreliable character of the public surveys in various portions of the State. ·
In many of these cases I have upon request of the parties in interest visited the
localities in question, and in the case of Ts. 5 and 6 N., Rs. 34 and 35 E., have reported
to your office in detail the irregularity of the lines and corners as found in said townships. Standard township, section, and other corners are reported as foun~ all the
way from a few chains to twenty or more chains away froru their proper 1:ntes, an_d
in many instances no corners nor a sign of any can be found. For these reasons it
will be necessary to set apart a portion of the surveying fund for the purpose of resurveying these defective original surveys. I am not able now to estimate bow ~xtensive tbi~ defective and in many cases fraudulent work may be, as corop3:red with
the total work done within the State, but consider that it will be a large contmgent of
future surveying operations, as judged from the reports to this office by ~he deputy
surveyors now in the field. It being impossible to find starting and closmg corners
for new surveys without initiating quite extensive resurveys, t_bis for t~e p~esent
has been provided for by paying for such resurveys from the estimated hab1hty of
the contracts, and requiring the deputy to cease from surveying operations when be
bas reached the limit of that liability. Thus the projected surveys will fall short of
the extent intended at first by the amount of the resurveys.
The business depression spoken of in last annual rnport as prevailing in this ~t~te
continues, with a tendency toward betterment in several portions, a marked activ1~y
being experienced in mining operations in Elko and Esmeralda counties, wher~ d1~coveries of rich mineral deposits have been lately made. The subject of d1str1bntion of the natural water supply for the purposes of irrigation is now claiming
much attention, for the reason that the streams and lakes of the State from which
such supply is obtained are unprecedentedly low, and therefore a scarcity of water obtains. The past winter was one of very heavy snow-fall, and unti' tho accumulation
had slowly melted in the places of deposit along the summit of the mountains and
bad fina1Jy disappeared there was an abundance of waterin the canon and defiles of
the mountain sides. This I personally observed, and know from that observation
that large areas within the mountain valleys and upon the plains at the foot of their
slopes might readily be brought under cultivation by the use of this now wasted
water. Moreover, for a time after the snow water began to run down the mountain
sides, ~be large streams of the State were greatlv swollen in volume by its accession
to theu usual spring stage, constituting floods. After the spring overflow had ceased
the stream~ fell to an extremely lo:w-water stage, and now, at the beginning of summer, there 1s a. lack of water for irrigation purposes where the supply has to be drawn
from these f:!treams.
T~e lakes at the~r outlets (commonly called "sinks") how by their increas d proport101;1s the quantity of water which might have been saved for the u e of the agncultur1 t ha the str ams which brought it down from the monntains to the " inks''
have b n prop rly r ervoir d at tb ir hen.els. From the t. ct that alr ady thetfarmers
of t~e tate f; 1 ~hen ~ fa larger w ter supply,, lthough at this time the area of
u1t1vat d land 1 , I t1mat , l ss than six town bips in area, it is seen that agricul~are rnu~t e ry Hl wl;: develop d within th , ta.to if, dependin~ upon irrigation
for it ad vane m nt, tb re 1 not me g n ral and certain plan dev1a d whereby the
!1rplns, _at r ~f the. tat~ u bo aved and u ed for that purpo e. The Walker and
C
n r1v
m th 1r rnl(l 1 ancl l w r conr
have not now running water in
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their channels sufficient forirrigation purposes, and the Trnc~ee and Humb0ldt nvers
are 80 low as to be 9f little or no use to the fa~·ms alon~ th~u lower ranges.
'fhore is no region with which I am acquamted which 1s so well adapted Lo the
or ose of saving water by means of res_e rvoir dams, _nor in which the w_ater can be
~o cbeaply saved and readily distributed to the agricultural la~ds :tB m Nevada,
there bein no need of lonO' conduits or canals, nor 1s there anythmg m the surfa?es
upon whic\ such dams sbo~ld be erected wbic~ will i~crease th~ cost of constructmg
them over the ordinary cost of such constructions .. They can m alm~s~ every case
be founded upon bedrock. From all these considerations I am of the opm10n t,hat t_he
general government can in no better way enhance the value of proper~y and rncrease the productions of agriculture as much in t?-e a~gregate f~r.the Umted States
tbau by appropriations expended under proper engmeermg super_v1sion for the purpose
of storing the waters from the melting snows along the ruountam ranges of Nevada.
Such system of storage will bring under cultivation from 15,000 t_o 20,000 squ~re
miles of the richest of agricultural lands, w bich other wise must remam unproductive
for.a very long time, thus being a great obstacle to the settlet?ent and ad vanceme_nt
of tho State. whereas these lands would by means of such improvement be an rnducement to 'rapid sett.lernent with its corresponding increase of values and productions.
While manv of the mini no- centers have remained either dormant or have done but
little in the way of production of ores duriug the year, many others have evinced ?~nsiderable activity in that direction. Discoveries of very ri0h ores in large quantities
have been made in the Tuscarora, Pittsburgh, Hawthorne, Lapanta, Aurora, and Palmetto districts, and the consequ•,mt activity attends these camps, and this activity is
shared in by other camps, so that on the whole mining as a business has a much better outlook throughout the State than at the date of my last annual report.
The mining laws sl.10uld be amended so as to give those who initiate mining claims
the right to make relocations at some other season of the year than mid winter, and·
at some other hour than 12 o'clock midnight. In my orinion the time for the e¥piration of claim rights and assessment work should be noon on the first day of July
each year, and the right to make relocations should begin at the same day and hour.
At this time of the year the mountain ranges are accessible, being clear or nearly so
of snow, and at the same time there is plenty of water to be had, and all things are
favorable to an examination of the ground; whereas in midwinter, the time now
fixed by law for expiration of claim rights arid assessment work and the making of
relocations, the mountains are deeply buried in snow, and consequently are wholly
inaccessible, or in a great majority of cases are so. It is readily seen that the miner
must undergo immense hardr::ihips and sufferings in order to reach mineral districts,
which in nearly every case are situated upon the tops and sides oflofty mountain
chains, in the winter season. Hence this much needed change in the mining laws.
'fhe requirement of $100 expenditure per annum upon a mining claim in a large
majority of cases calls for the expenditure of many times that amount in doing the
$100 worth of work, for the reason that hy far the largest part of nnpatented mineral
property is found in wild and uninhabited mountains, and the miner, in order to reach
such regions, must expend largely in making a road to his districp far beyond its
bounds and that of his claim. This, with many other difficulties attendant upon
mountain travel, greatly enhances the cost to him of making the required expenditure upon his claim. The road which he makes this year is found on bis next visit
completely or almost destroyed by the :fierce mountain storms of the year past, and
must be renewed before be can approach his mine at the summit. Then in many localities water is not to be bad short of a long haul, and instances have been reported
to me in which the cost of water haul alone, to supply the mine.rs at work upon the .
claim making the needed expenditure, has been over $200.
Another feature of the mining law much needs improvement so far as this State is
concerned, and that is that while the law recognizes the office of mining recorder it
should more fully define and extend the dutiesoftbe office. He should be req1iired to
keep an official seal, which should by law be ma,de of uniform design and inscription,
and the recorder should be required t,o use it in all cases of authentication of official
mining papers; and he should be empowered to administer oaths in all cases growing
out of mining operations in l1is di8trict, including oaths administered to deputy mineral surveyors and their assistants. For the need of such.regulations the owners of
mineral property in various parts of this State are put to incredible expense in procuring the necessary authentication of the several papers w bich go to make up the
report of a deputy mineral surveyor. Cases of this kind have frequently occurred in
the counties of Lincoln, Nye, andEsmeralda, where the assistants in mineral surveys
have t? be paid wages and board while making ajonrney of 80 to 120 miles, out and
back, m order that they may make oath before an officer qualified to administer such
oaths, ancl as they aro required to do by the law and regulations.
I have given the cost of surveys in tbis State attention, and think it advisable that
I should report the knowledge gained to yonr office. In mountain work, on. lines
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very carefully run and measured: the party ra•.1, on hardest surfaces to overcome
there being no timber or brush in the way, 1-½ miles in one day and built all the neces~
sary monuments to ma-rk the line.
The s~m~ partr ran o"."er the easier P?i'tion of the mountains, doing all the work
of markmg the lm~ as it was run, 4 miles per day; the average of this party was
consequently 2¾ miles per day. The cost per mile run was in the first iustanco
$14.93 and in ·the second $4.48, an average cost of $9. 70 per mile. I consider thi a
fair case for the ruggedest of the Nevada mountain chains. Tbe same party ran ancl
marked the line on valley land and sand plains at the rate of 4 to 6 miles per day, an
average of 5 miles, at a cost of $4.48 per mile (average), there being six men in the
party besides the contractor.
The second party ran and marked 4 miles of mountaill ,rnrk, not of the ruggedest
nature and not covered with brnsh and timber, at a cost of $~4.26, an average of
$6.0~ per mile, and the same party ran 6 miles over valley and saml plains at an
average cost of $4.04 per mile. A third report gives for the cost ofmountaiu work an
average of $6. 72 per mile, and over Yery favorable valley and sand plain $3.34 per
mile. The cost then of public surveys in Nevada will be, for the ruggedest mountains iand careful work, $14.93 per mile; easier parts, mountains, from $6.09 to $4.48 per
mile; for valleys and sand plains it will Le from $4.26 to $3.34 per mile.
There will arise cases in which these figures will be increased by reason of long
haulage of water and provisions and from circumstances which can not be foreseen,
but I think that they will al ways be found near the truth. The parties contained 6
to 7 men, always two teams, the teamster serving as cook.
In my last annual report I called attention to the area of the State as divided by
classification into mountains, deserts, and water surface and agricultural lands. Of
the first there are 50,000 square miles, of the second 41,000 square miles, and of the
third 21,000 square miles. The mountain chains and <J.eserts consist of surfaces unfit
for any other uses than for mining, storagA of water, and grazing purposes. The
mountains contain many springs, and serve as a storehouse of an immense quantity
of snow in the winter time, constituting altogether our water supply, for there are no
rains during the spring, summer, and fall months which furnish a particle of water to
the streams of the State.
The areas needed for the miner and for storing water will be but a small fraction of
the total area. The remaiuder constitute the very best and most reliable grazing
grounds of the State. The deserts are sand or clay plains almoAt or absolutely devoid
of vegetation, the bare portion being by far the largest part. They in some instances
produce salt, borax, and soda, and that is all they will ever do nnless it ~s found by
deep borings that a large supply of fresh water can be brought to then surfaces.
:From all that I can gather with regard to the mountains there can be no advautage
accruing to the goverum~nt nor any one else to subdivide them into sections, for
there will be no one fonnd who will at present prices buy them by the acre, except
where water rights or minerals are to be found. I estimate tbat the mountains of the
State aggregate about 1,420 townships, the surveys of which number of townships
will cost not far from $930,000; the deserts will cost to survey them not less than
$356,000; a sum total for surveying the monntains and deserts of the State of$1,286,000;
over $1,250,000 for survey oflands which can not be sold at the present rate, $1.25 per
acre, and in my opimon can not be sold by the acre at an. If these lands are divided into town hips only, and a proper price made for the sale of them, reserving
the mineral and water rights to tho ·e who will take and improve 1hem, tl1en these
otherwise useless lands can be dispo ed of to stockmen for ranges, and thus they can
be made a means of revenue to both the State and the g ueral government.
In order that some criterion might be had for estimating the value or these lauds
fo~ grnzin_g pnrpo e , I have made xtensive inquiry as to how many acr~s of average
w11cl graz111g lands will support one h ::u.l of neat cattle. The result comp1 led from the
r plieH of several herdsmen of long xp l'ience js thaL it requfres 3i acres of sagebrn h land for the pnrp
; it being clnimed by the same parties that from 2½ to 3
a.er 'S of w 11-wat r cl ancl u ltivated meadow land will answer the same pnrpo e. I
w nl<l th •r •fore r comm nd that the monntains aml deserts be not surveyed furtli r
tb· n ~o arry aero them the Htandard m ridians and parallels, and th dividing of
1b m mt blo ks of 6 miles qnarf', by tra.cing the township lin s aero s them, and
tba _au qnit3:bl pri be put upon them in order that they may be acquired by the
Jlar 1 _wl_10 will pnt th m tons , ancl who, having acqnired title to th m, may be prot •c·.t .cl m 1t by law.
. If i i. onsi l r cl that it is bad policy to place the owner11hip of anch large tracts
m the ban 1 of J> r 011 11r ·orporation , th n ]Pt tb m bo l asecl for ,Lt rm of yeat
t<> tho. wh , ill n " and irnprov th 111. AR tb ca.s now stands a, cla s of 11 npro~l11ctiv • p~r on , 1!10, ti~· for ign r., raml l ov r th , tat and prosp ct out tbe
J1r~n1,t : 1ul othn cl , 1r; bl• pc_, , ancl c:unp tl1er nntil Lhe land are snrv y cl. Th y
hn. I h1:, ta.t tli traM :L 1m cl :ind . o n ·c•ll out, g n rally to the tockmen, and
K m
r h f notb ·r pr1ug. Th· a p opl make no improvements, or at best onl

461

PUBLIC LAND S.

the sJi,rhtest and thus become the medium of transfer of these valuable portions from
the st:te to ;tockmen. There are doubtless cases in which this is done l>y collu ion,
but in the large majority of instances this is not ~he case. This class of" go-1 otweens" is to be found in every district where publ w lands are 01~e11 t.o sottl men~,
and they ply their calling without gain t,o themselves or the public. As the pn~hc
Janel Jaws are now shaped it is impossible to dispose of these lands, ancl al ·o is 1mpossil>le for the men who can make them useful t o acquire title to them without unlawful means being usefl to that end. Hence the b uilding up of the class of" go-betweens" spoken of, who commit perjury to accomplish their ends as systematically
as if it were a trade.
~,or these reasons it seems to me that true st a tesmanship would soon remedy the
evils attendant upon the present land system by a proper classification of the lauds
oftbis State, and devote the public funds approp riated for surveys to surveying the
truly agricultural lands, and so arrange the now useless lands that they might become a source of revenne to the government and wealth to the State and citizen, and
at the same time provic~e a fund out of which by j udicious expenditure shall come a
system of water saving which will successfully applied brino- under cultivation
20,000 square miles of the richest and most productive l ands to be found anywhere in
the United States if not in the world.
Very respectfully,
CHARLES

W.

IRISH,

S itrveyor- General for Nevada.

Hon. s. M. STOCKSLAGER,
Conirnissioner General Land Office, Washington , D . C.

No. 1.-Statement of account of app1·opriation.jo1· salaries of surveyo1·-general a1?d ernyloyes
,

during fiscal year ending J une 30, 1888.
CR.

DR.
To amount paid for salaries for quarter
ending September 30, 1887...... . .. . . .
To all?-ount paid for salaries for quarter
endmg December 31, 1887 .. . . .. . . .. . ..
T o amount paid for salaries for quarter
ending March 31, 1888.................
To amount paid for salaries for quarter
ending J nne 30, 1888 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
To balance returned United States
Treasury ........................... _.

$761. 62

By appropriation for salar y of surveyor general . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1, 800. 00
By appropriation for sal aries of clerks . 1, 500. 00

720. 00
722. 70
720. 00
375. 68
3,300.00

3, 300:001

No. 2.-Statement of accoun~ of approp_riationfor incidental expenses fo r rent of office, fuel
DR.

books, and stationery during the fiscal year ending Jmie 30, 1888.

'
CR.

To amount paid quarter ending September 30, 1887...... . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . $150. 00
To amount paid quarter ending Decem217.93
·, ber31,1887 ·.· · ·········· · ········ ·· · · ·
To amount pa1d quarter ending March
31, 1888 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
168. 35
To aruount paid quarter ending June
30, 1888 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
351. 50
To balance r eturned U ~it~d · ·
Treasury . . . • . • . . • . • • . . . . . . . .. . • . . . . . .
112. 22

By appropriation for incidental expenses .... -- .•. - ••.• - - ••.•.• - • . • • • . . $1, 000. 90

J,000.00

), 000. 00

St~t~; ·
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. No. :3.-State~ient of account of special deposits by individuals for piiblic-land s1wveys and
nuneral cla'irns, Joi· pay of the clerks, draughtsmen, and contingent expenses of office during the fiscal yea,· ending June 30, 1888.
DR.

Ca.

To amount paid quarter ending Sep·
tember 30, 1887 ..........•...•.........
To amount paid quarter ending Decem·
ber 31, 1887 ........•••.....•..... . ... .
To amonnt paid quarter ending March

By advanced quarter ending Septem·
ber 30, 1887 ...•.•..•..... ......... ...
By advanced. quarter ending Decem.
ber 31, 1887 ............••............
By advanced quarter ending .Tune 30,

$33. 00
52. 50

31, 1888 .••....••... ····•• ··•••• ..... .

239. 50

30, 1888 ···--· .•••.....................

105. 00 .

To amount ' paid quarter ending .Tune

To balance returned United States
Treasury .•••.•..•••••••••••.••.•. ....

1888 .••••• ·•••••·••••• ........... ...•.

$200. 00
270. 00
350. 00

390. 00
820. 00

820. 00

No. 4.-Stateinent of account of appropriations fo1· survey of public lands during the fiscal
yea1· ending June 30, 1888.
CR.

DR.

To balance .••••.••••••••••••.•••••.•• -1$30, 000. 00

I By appropriation act August 4, 1886 .. _!30, 000:_~

~~00

~~00

No. 5.-Statement of account of special deposits for surveys of public lands and mineral
claims in Nevada by individu,als during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1888.
CR.

DR,

To amount advanced quarter ending
September 30, 1887.... . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . $200. 00
To amouut advanced quarter ending
December 31, 1887.... . • ...•••........
270. 00
To amount adv;,.,nced quarter anding
J" une 30, 1888...... . . . • • • • . • • • • . . • • • . .
350. 00
To balance .••••••••.••.••••••••••••.••. 15, 781. 31

By balance quarter ending J"uly 1, 1887 . $1'1, 525. 31
By amount deposited quarter ending
September 30 1887 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
570. 00
By amount deposited quarter ending
December 31, 1887...... . ......... . ...
150. 00
By amount deposited quarter ending
March 31, 1888 . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
540. 00
By amount deposited quarter ending
J" une 30, 1888 ............. . . • • • • . . • . . .
816. 00

16' 601. 31

16,601.31

No. 6.-Statement of special deposits made by the Central Pacific Railroad on account of
surveys within the limits of their land grant during the fiscal year ending Jmie 30, 1 8.
Date.

Depositor.

J"uly 14, 1887 . Central Pacific Railroad ..•..
Aprila0, 1888 .. ••••. do ................••....

List
No.

Land district.

~~t~ Survey. Total.

6 Eureka .....••.... ..•... $218. 44 $655. 34
7 ..•... do . . . . ••••.•.. .. . . . 40. 12 201. 2!l

Grand total. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...

$873. 78
250. 41

. ...... 1,124.10

.Statement of contracts, complete and incomplete, on June 30, 1888, en~ered into by the United States su1·veyor-general for Nevada with deputy surveyors
and pending during the fiscal .IJear ending June 30, 1888
No.

Deputy.

Date.

Location of survey.

Estimated 1Returned
amount. amount.

178

Eugene B. Monroe June 8, 1886
and Thomas K.
Stewart.

All _li_nes 1:1-ecessl!'ry to comtlete the exterior bou~daries and subdi- $2,428.00 $2, 343.12
v1s1on Im es of T . 29 N., . 45 E.; T. 35 N., R. :i9 E.; T. 35 N ., R.
38 E.; T. 25 N., R. 31 E.; T. 35 N., R. 68 E.; T. 35 N., R. 69 E . ;
T. 35 N .. R. 70 E.; T. 40 N , R. 64 E.; T. 40 N., R. 38 E.; T. 37
N., R.38 E.

183

Cassius M. Riddle- May 6,1887

All lines necessary to complete subdivision of Fort Halleck military reservation kroper, timber and hay reservation. viz: T.
33 34 and 35 N., . 58 E.; T. 33, 34, and 35 N. ; R. 59 E.; T. 36
R'. 58 E . .Also, all lines ;necessary to complete subdivision of
ForlMcDermittmilitary reservation, viz: Ts. 47 and 48 N., R. 37
E.; Ts. 47 and 48 N., R. 38 E.
.

510. 00

538. 00

The entire bound arr; of the Pyramid Lake Indian Reservation in
accordance with p at of original survey in January, 1865, by E. B.
Monroe, and instructions from General LandOffice and special
instructions from United States surveyor-gent1ral for Nevada.
Also so much of the Walker River Indian Reservation as lies
betw'een stations 7-8, 8-9, and 9-10 to conform to the original surveyofthesame, as shown on map byE. B. Monroe in 1864. Survey
or' connecting lines special instructions dated .August 22, 1887.
June 7, 1887 All lines necessary to complete the exterior boundaries and subrtivision lines of T. 17 N., Rs. 22 and 23 E.; Ts.17 and 18 N., R. 24
E.; T. 18 N., R. 25 E.; Ts. 18, 19, ancl 20 N., R. 26 E. ; Ts. 18, 20,
and 21 N., R. 27 E.; Ts. 20, 21, and 22 N., R. 28 E.; Ts. 23 and 24
:N ., R. 29 E.; T. 21 N., R. 29 E.
June 10, 1887 All lines necessary to complete the exterior boundaries and subdivision lines of Ts. 37, 39, and 40 N., R. 65 E.; Ts. 36, 39, and 40 N.,
R. 66 E,; Ts. 36, 37, 38, 39, and40 N., R. 67 E.; Ts. 35, 37, 38, 39, and
40 N., R. 68 E.; T. 35 N., R. 69 E.; Ts. 35, 36, 37, and 38 N., R. 70 E.
Jane 10,1887 All lines.necessary t,o complete the exterior boundaries and subdivision lines of Ts. 37, 38, and 39 N., R. 56E.; T. 39 N., R. 57E.; Ts.
~
37, 38, 39, and 40N., R. 58 E.; Ts. 40anrl 41 N., R. 59 E.; T. 41 N.,
R.61E.; Ts. 39,40, and41 N.,R.62E.; Ts.39 and 40 N., R. 63 E.;
Ts. 39 and 40 N., R. 64 E.; Ts. 34,, 35, and 36 N., R 65 E.
June 10,1887 ! All_li_n es °!lecessa_ry to comf1ete the exterior ~oundaries and subdivmon Imes of r,. 36 =< 37 N., Ic. 39 E. , Ts. 36, 37, llll, and 39 N .,
R. 40 E.; Ts. 36, 37, 38, and 39 N., R. 41 E.; Ts. 34, 35, 38, and 39
N., R.42 E.
June 10,1887 .All_li_n es 1:1-ecessa,17 to complete the exterior boundaries an~ subdivmou hoes of I. 34 N., 1'. 30 E.; T. 34N., R.31 E., T. a, N., R.
32E.; Ts. ~6 N ., R. 33 E. ; Ts. 3?, 36, and 37 N. , R. 34 E. ; Ts. 34, 35,
36, 37, and 38 N .. R. 35 E . ; Ts. 35, 36, 37, and 38 N., R. 36 E. ; ;rs.
36, 37, 38, and 39 ~-, R. 37 E.; Ts. 3S and 39 N. , R. 38 E.

3,250.00

3: 080. 88

Perry Powers .... May 25, 1887

.
185

Horace H. Bence .

455. 25

8,000.00

··-------·

I

l86

Henry Fitzhugh ..

187

Henry Fitzhugh . .

188

HerburtB.Maxon.

189 HerbnrtB. Maxon.

I

I

I

.Approved by Commissioner General Land Of ficeJune23, 1886. T. 25 N., R. 31E., returned
not surveyed. No record in surveyor-general's office. Filing of field-notes. Ins~ection
in the field by special examiner ordere .Af.ril
13, 1888; report thereon filed June 1, 188 ·.
.Approved by Commissioner General Land Offlee June 23, 1887. Payable from appropriation of March 3, 1885, for abandoned military
reservation. Notes of survey returned to
surveyor-general's office October 25, 1887.
Inspection in the field by surveyor-general
ordered.June 28, 1888.
.Approved by Commissioner General Land Offlee ,Tune 16, 1887. Payable from appropriation act of May 15, 1886 . Notes of surveys
returned to surveyor-general's office October
28, 1887. Surveys examined by surveyorgeneral. .A&proved by f:omwissioner General Land O ce July 12, 1888.

N:

184

Remarks.

5,000.00

6,000.00

.............

4,000.00

...........

A:Qproved by Commi~sioner General Land Qfnee June 24, 1887. Payable from approprrntion August 4, 1886. Notes of survey returned
to surveyor-general's office March 31, 1888.
Surveys tending examination in field.
.Approved v Commissioner General Land Offlee June 29, 1887. Payable from appropriation August 4, 1886. Field surveys under
progress.
Approved b:v Commissioner General Land Offlee June 29, 1887. Payable from appropriation August 4, 1886. Field surveys under
progress.

Approved by Commissioner General Land Offlee July 16, 1887. Payable from appropriation August 4, 1886. Field surveys under
progress.
7,000.00 . ········- .Approved by Commissioner General Land Offio• July 16, 1887. Payable from appmpdatian August 4, 1886. Field surveys nnder
progress.
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REPORT OF SURVEYOR-GENERAL OF NEW MEXICO.
UNITED STATES SURVEYOR-GENERAL'S OFFICE,

Santa Fe, N. Mex., July 26, 1888.
In compliance with the instructions of your lett,er "E" of May 1, 1888, I submit
nerewith my report in duplicate for the fiscal year ended J nne 30, 1888.
During this year surveys have been approved and reported as follows:
Measurement.

M!)asurement.
Meridian ........................ .
Standard ........................ .

[ibd~!f~fo~::::: ::::: :: ::::: ::::::

Boundary ........................ .

Ms. chs. lks.
17
12
202
1,251

71 11
00 00
61 81

9

52 83

13

Grant...... .. ............... .... .
Closing..................... . ...

27

'l'otal ...................... .

Ms. chs. lks.
44 77 75
25 44 16

1----·1, 564 00 93

During the same time plats were made as follows:
Township plats ............................................................... 53
Exterior plats .......... ..................................................... . · 5
Grant plats .... - -.......... - ... - - - ... - - - · . - - - - · · · - · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·•· · ~
Tracings, sketch maps, etc., for special agents, etc ............................ · 1
Plat,s of mining claims and mill sites ........................................ - - .. 384
Amended plats of same .. ___ ..........•.........•.•••.•.•••...••....... --- - -- · · 1~
Plats of mineral monuments ...........••••.......•....••••....•.... - - - · · - · - - ·
Town-site plats ..•••.....................•..........•..•................•..... __6
Total •• : ...•••.............................•.....••••......... ······ .... 486
SURVEYS.

During the year just closed I let four contracts for public surveys, payable from
the annual appropriation for that purpose. Of these the work on one, No. 234, bas
been reported, approved by me, and is now pending in your office. The wo~k on
another is now in progress in the field. The field-notes of the thir~ were sent m by
the deputy, but were returned to him for slight corrections; while the four~h bas
not been approved by me nor submitted for the action of your office, because it was
not, put in a satisfactory condition before the close of· the fiscal year.
One contract, No. 239, payable from "special deposits'' and providing for the survey of only one towm,hip, was awarded by me, under instructions from your office, to
Mr. A. H. Whetstone, on May 19 last. The deposit of money for the payme1;1t for.
this survey was ma<le March l l, 18 5, under my predecessor, prior to the adoption of
the regulations of Jnne 24, 1885, on the subject of deposits by individuals for the survey of public lands.
FORTS BUTLER AND CRAIG.

Nothing has been done in the matter of the surv y of Forts Butler and Craig, as
authorized by your letter" E" of February 18, 1887. By reason of tl.te failure of Mr .
. J.M. A. Jewett to make the corrections required of him under bis contract (No.
~16), dated November 28, 1884, it has not been possible for me to comply with your
instructions as to Fort Butler. I presume it will be necessary to ignore Mr. J ewett's
survey of the country now include<] within Fort Butler, inasmuch as he did not close
ou tho fort's lines any where, and to make a resurvey properly segregating the reservation lands from the others, to the encl that a sale of the former may be rnacle as
cont rnpla.t d by the act of Congr ss of March 3, ltl~5.
thing has been done und r contract o. 231, dated March 28. 18 7, for the snrv y
f th land now includ •d within < ort Craig. The deputy informs ~e that h. ~as
h . ~ nn ble to do the work for v ral rea ons, the principal of which was his m. lHh y t
orr _w m n y even at the high rat paid for it here to execute a survey111rr
ntr ct with th government wbil the xisting regnlations as to examinations
and p ym nt of account are adher cl to.
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But to almost a11 of them I have been compelled to make the reply that, Congress
having failed to made adequate appropriations for this branch of the service, it ilJ
not possible for me to accommodate-them.
In many of the cases surveys should have been made years ago, when· the office was
engaged in the unprofitable business of surveying the plai~s and open portions oq~e
country, where surveys will not be needed for yP-ars to come 1f ever. A double wrong 1s
inflicted upon many poor s0ttlers here by denying them now the surveys they need and
are justly entitled to, simply because government officials in times past · squandered
the money appropriated for their benefit in making useless and uncalled-for surveys.
FRAUDULENT AND INAOCURA.TE SURVEYS.

In my last two annual reports I touched upon the necessity for the correction of
many of the old surveys in the Territory, which have been found upon examinations
conducted here or in the field to be grossly fraudulent or inaccurate. The number of
these surveys is very large, while the discovery of additional -cases is constantly being
made; and if the whole system of public-laridsurveying is not to be robbed of its symmetry and scientific accuracy new surveys should at once be made in all ·these cases.
EXAMINATION OF SU:KVEYS,

No one can question the duty of the General Land Office to order tho examination
of surveys in the field in cases in which there is ground to question their accuracy.
This is well understood, and the knowledge of it may exercise a wholesome influence
over the action of deputy surveyors. The policy of your predecessor, however, requiring such examination in all cases, seems to be debatable to say the least. If a
surveyor-general is fit for bis work it is fair to presume that the deputies selected Ly
him are capable and trustworthy. They are sworn to the faithful performance of
their duties, and they act under a bond amply sufficient to indemnify the governmflnt in case of any defalcation.
·
If there is no reason known to the snrveyor-general or the Commissioner- of the
General Land Office to question the right performance of his duties, and he is to be
dealt with on the general suspicion of his unfaithfulness, I do not see how the examination of his work in the field by au agent selected at Washington, who gives no
bond, could furnish any reasonable guaranty to the government; If the deputy
surveyor under the circumstances can not be trusted, still less coul(l the examiner
of his work. On the theory of suspicion, or if you please of abundant caution, the
work of the examiner would need inspection quite as much as that of the deputy,
The purpose of an examination in the field, namely, the secur~y of the government,
can not be accompliehed by this proceeding. You know better than I bow many
agents of the land department have been sent into the Territory in past years ·who
have proved incompetent or unworthy. One of these was ·an examiner of surveys.
Of course I am speaking of the sweeping Tequirement making the examination of
all surveys necessary, and not of particular cases in which examinations may be
called for for some real or apparent necessity. I can readily see that if a thorough examination of all surveys had been insisted upon some years ago, during tho grand saturnalia of rascality an_d fraud which swept over several western States and Terri~ories under the fructifying touch of surveyors-general and their land-stealing allies,
it would have been a very wise and saving policy; but I doubt the necessity for such
a requirement now, which bas obviously been suggested by a state of things·that no
longer exists. It certainly does not seem to me to be called for in this Territory. A
number of examinations in the field have been made under your direction, including
nearly all the work done here within the past three yea1·e, and no deputy has been
found substantially at fault; while nearly all of them have suffered great hardship
and inconvenience by the delay in the examination of their work, amounting in
some cases to two years, during which time they have been compelled to pay high
rates of interest on money they were obliged to borrow and advance in the execution
of their contracts. If an examination is required it should be made promptly after
•the work is done, so that the deputy may be paid and thus encouraged to continue
in the service. In fact 1 the policy of examination bas worked so badly in New Mexico that a number of my best deputies have resolved to go out of the business, and
unless something can be done to remove the hardships complained of the prosecution
of the public surveys in New Mexico will have to be suspended.
Let me add that a really thorough inspection of surveys woulcl require about the
same force as the regular survey and approximate its cost; and that every necessity
pf the service could be secured by referring the inspection of surveys to the discretion
pf the surveyor-general himself, as provided in section 222:l of the Revised Statutes.
I respectfully submit these suggestions, and hope they may receive your careful ancl
patient consideration.
THE CONTRACT SYSTEM AND COM.PETITIVE BIDDING.

•

On these subjects I can not do better than to repeat what I said in my report of
last year.
"The contract system of making the public tlfY6Y oug4t to be disc~rqe<.l t!,Jto~fl t~~r,
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All the errors, -discrepancies, and faults of whatsoever kind detected in past sul'veys
arise from the loose, irregular, and independent manner in which that work has been
done, and can be directly attributed to the contract system. The interest which a.
surveyor has under a contract impels him to get through with the work as quickly as
possible, and to do no more of it than is absolutely necessary to secure a favorable report from the inspector and prompt payment by the department. He is thus-tempted
to slight his work, because the quicker he does it the more money he gets for it, The
natural tendency of this proceeding is demoralizing.
"The principal duty of a government surveyor is to ascertain the character, extent,
. and adaptability to different pursuits of the public domain, and that very important
work ought never to be turned over to contracting surveyors, who undertake to do it
under bond for a certain stated sum per mile. A much better plan would be to intrust it to persons of acknowledged fitness and capacity at a fixed rate of compensation per day, month, or year. It is a matterofthe utmost momentt,othepublic that
the surveys should be as accurate as possible. The settlement of titles and the peace
of communities are involved in it, and it is the clear duty of the government, therefore, to provide the machinery by which thisimportantend can be best attained.
"If the contract system is not to be discarded altogether I would then suggeBt that
its most objectionable feature, tho rate of compensation, be done away with entirely.
If the public surveys are to be let to the lowest responsible bidder, which i~ not a
very bad plan, why not do it in the most sensible and business-like manner possible by
letting the work in a lump for a certain sum, paying attention solely to the surveys
to be made and not to the number of miles to be run.. That would be fair to the
c1eput,y, and would work better results to the government. The cost of the suryey
would be known in advance, and the useless expenditure of time, money, andclencal
labor now going on here and in ihe General Land Office, in preparing and adjusting
·surveying accounts, allowing payment for this part of a mile and refusing for that,
and involving the whole business in interminable delay and confusion, would be
avoided. All this is so obvious that the mere statement of it is deemed sufficient."
MINERAL SURVEYS.

During this year ninety-six mineral surveys were approved as against eighty-one
the preceding year, and four mineral surveys were amended as against nine the preceding year. This is a very healthy showing, considering the difficulties under
whieh the office has labored. This unusual activity in this line of business can be
directly attributed to the stimulus imparted by the prevailing impression that miners
will henceforth be protected in their rights by the government and the courts. New
Mexicffis rich in mineral wealth, and if the proper encouragement can be given for
its development the output of bullion from the Territory will exceed the average from
the bullion-producing States and Territorrns.
MINERAL MONUMENTS.

From July, 1885, when I took charge of this office, up to this time, as many as five
mineral monuments have been established, in order to afford proper connections for
certain mining claims remotely located from the lines of public surveys. This work
was done at the expense of private individuals who were interested in the matter,
although the government and private individuals who have in no way cont,ributed to the expense of the work will undoubtedly derive the chief benefit from it
in the end. The field-notes of the establishment of these monuments form a J)art
of the general surveying archives of the government, ancl will be used hereafter in
surveying ot,her mining claims anu in extending the lines of public survey over the
~ining districts where the monuments are located. The existing regulations requir1~g these monuments to be established at the expense of private individuals, if estab~H,beu at all, while the government and the public enjoy the use of them, as shown,
1s decidedly discreditable to the government. It can not afford to appear in such
an attitude.
Proper _provision should be mado by Congress for this work iu the future, if not
for the reimbursement of the parties who have borne the expense of it in the past
NEW MEXICO'S NORTII AND EAST BOUNDARIES .

.u th 16th of Joly, 1 7, you wrote me a. lengthy letter r elative to the proper lot10n of that _part of th~ one hun~ed and third meridian, separating New Moxico
from he public-land trip. _In this letter, after reviewing tho action of your office
~nd of the War Department m the several attempts which they have made to estabh h .o~ th ground the boundary r ferred to, you decide that the latest survey of the
m ridrnn, that made by Cheney and mith in 1881 under instructions from your
o~ , mu t ~ treated as tho '' true ~ast boundary of tho Territory " from 36° 30' to
7 n rth lati ad . A your Jett r did _not removo tho doubts in my mind a to the
rr tn . f ho work, I gave h subJect a more thorough investigation than had
n
1ble
fi r , tb r alt f which Ir ported to you in mv letter of July 26
,a ,1 ar e b tantially f, llow :
~
'
~ that in 1 57 Lieut. Col. J. ~- John_ t_on, U.S. Ar my, located the point of
cbon of the one hnndr d an thud mendian with the thirty-seventh parallel;
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that the northwest corner of Texas was established p1·i01· to .August 23, 1859, on the
one hundred and third meridian, as then located, by the joint commissioners acting
for Texas and the United States; that the work of Colonel Johnston having been
found to be ll,fi82 feet too far west CaJ;!t, J. U. Macomb, of the engineer department, in Novem bm· lt:159, set np a new monument at the proper position; that from
this monument the northern boundary of New Mexico was established in 1868 by E.
N. Darling, under contract from your office dated May 22, 18{i8, and that in 1881
Messrs. Cheney and Smith established a point for this intersection "13 chains and
81 links north and 2 miles34 chains and 28 links east of Darling's (Macomb's) corner."
The work of Cheney and Smith you decide is correct, and that it must be so treated
by this office in extending the lines of the public surveys. The effect of such a decision
becomes apparent to every one who will read the above statement. Neither the northern or ea&tern boundaries of the Territory are properly located by the existing surveys, the former being "13 chains and 81 links" too far south, the latter" 2 miles 34
_chains and 28 links," plus " 11,582 feet," too far west, or an erroneous extension of over
four and one-half miles west.
The appended diagram aptly illustrates the true situation.

Oow,-ado .

.New Mexico,
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I have deemed it my duty to embody these facts in the annual report of my work,
because it thus appears that New Mexico is deprived of a considerable beltoflaud on
both her northern and eastern boundaries, and because it is a matter of vital moment
to the public as well as to individuals that the bonndaries of States and Territories
should be perfectly defined and definitely established.
PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS.

Three claims were filed during the year, to wit: File No. 209, Los Ranchos tract ;
file No. 210, Sitio de Pajarito; file No. 211, Jose Garcia.
Reports on the following cases were made during the year, to wit: 1''ile No. 207,
Antonio Sandoval et al., report No. 154, disapproved. 1'.,ile No. 208, Nicolas Duran
de Chaves, report No. 155, approved. :l<'ile No. 209, Los Ranchos, report No. 156, approved. :File No. 210, Sitio de Pajarito, report No. 157, approved. File No. 109,
Cristobal de la Suna, report No. 158, approved. File No. 81, Arroyo Hindo, report
No. 159, approved. File No. £11, Jose Garcia, report No. 160, disapproved.
Snpplemental reports were made in the following cases: Reported No. 97, Joaquin
Garcia; disapproved. Reported No. 100, Miguel and Santiago Montoya; disapproved.
Reported No. 101, Antonio Baca; disapproved. Reported No. 102, San Marcos Spring;
disapproved. Reported No. 104, Baltazar Baca and Sons; disapproved. Reported
No. 116, Antonio Martinez; disapproved. Reported No. 123, Ignacio Sanches Vergara;
disapproved as to survey. Reported No. 148, Nerio Anto Montoya; resurvey urgently
recommended.
CONFIRMED AND UNPATENTED GRANTS.

Soon after the close of the last fiscal year I commenced the work of ove1·hauling
confirmed and unpatented grants. O11e of these is the Los Trigos grant, No. 8, in
which a resurvey has been ordered, which will probably cut down the area one-half.
As now surveyed it contains 9,646.56 acres.
An investigation touching the real area of the Las Vegas grant, No. 20, ha~ been con,menced under instructions from your predecessor, but not completed for lack of
funds. As a result of this investigation I think there will be a saving to the government of about 475,700 acres. It is perfectly clear that no private parties, except
those who received small allotments under the grant which were set off to them by
the alcalde, have any title whatever to any portion of the land covered by the pre~ent survey. That land belongs to the public domain, for the simple reason that it
was gr.anted for colonization purposes and has never been so used. The titles of the
~rmall holders referred to were perfected by actual occupancy and use; but the remamder of the so-called grant became the property of Mexico, and passed to the,
United States by treaty. It is certain, at all events, that 1f it doeR not belong to ~he
United States the title is in the town of Las Vegas, and not in any private claimants. Some of these claimants, however, headed by P. A. Manzares, are doing everything in their power to hinder the just settlement of this controversy, and have even
been opposing the survey of the small allotments mentioned; but the people of Las
Vegas and the surrounding country are exceedingly anxious to have this survey completed preliminary to the restoration of the remainder of the lands in dispute to the
public domain, or to the town of Las Vegas should its title to the same be judicially
determined.
·
I earnestly urge your special attention to this case, as it involves the peace and prosperity of a large section of country and of a community as earnest as it is united in
opposing the schemes of a few individuals to appropriate to their own use, under color
of a grant, what does not belong to them.
A resurvey of the Town of Manzano grant, No. 23, has been made during the past
year, reducing its area just one-half. By the old survey this grant contained 17,360.97
acre.
An examination of the Ca a Colorado grant, No. 5, which contains as now surv ye~ l~l, 779.87 acres, develops the fact that it is probably void for uncertainty of
d script1on.
The subsisting survey of the Ojo del Espiritu Santo grant, No. 44, has been found
to be defe?tive as to t~e outh boundary, and I have recommended that the survey be
orrect m that particular b fore a patent issues.
A new urvey of the Agua N gra grant, No. 12, has been made, cutting it down from
17,361.11 acres to jn t on -fourth of that amount.
A new urv Y h 1 n r commended of the Town of San Ysidro grant, No. 24, which
ill wh um l r dn etbe ar a a ut ,000acre.
An
t pt wa mad t
urvey the Antoine Leroux grant, No. 47, containing
l_ ,0-.M.
a ·r
urv y d, but the grant wa found to be impossible of locati n n th
abandoned. The summary and ab olute rejection of tho
r nt, b cau
er be located by a. survey, has been recommeuded.

PUBLIC LAND ·

I
PATENTED GRANTS,

During the year, upon the recommendation of t1:1is offic , th Att r .• .
asked to institute suits to set aside the patents issued for the Ant 01
rtt ·
No. 42, and the Pedro Armendariz grant, No. 33, upon th crrouo.d th t t 11 0
both cases are manifestlv frandnlent. In the latter ca I ru rnfi rm d "tb t
has been ordered by the.Department of Justice. In the form r I . b ll 1 r ·a
ther proof of fraud in the survey. The connection of the orv . ~nth . t ''
would probably restore to the public domain 100,000 acres.
1m1lur n ti
templated with reference to the Pablo Montoya grant, but th matt r ha b
in abeyance to await an examination i°: the ~eld as to the tru b?tmd r
• 11 . f th,
grant. The amount of land involved m this grant and t~e _viden
lr l. uhmitted indicatin<Y the fraudulent character of tho surv y JU tify
m•h
action on your p~rt as will speedily settle the question: in. disput
In the claims specifi1:1d which I have disapproved ,nthm the pa~ :
which wi!l be restored to the public domain, shoul~ my rccoil?menda 1ou
will amount to 81 653 acres. The errors I have pomted out m the urv
and uupatented g~·~mts suggest a further s~ving to. the government of l,f> _
which added to the 81 653 acres just mentioned, give an aggregate of l 5 · ,7l
l' .
Sbo~lo my yiews be ~doptecl and enforced this arnou1?t will be re tored t th pnl. lie domain. Add it to the estimated aggregate of public lands unln.wfully : Pl r Inated in New Mexico as given in my rep·o rt of last year, namely. from
,
t
9,000,000 acres, and it will be safe to say that more than 10,000,000 acr
of th
tion's patrimony have been illegally surrendered to individual claimant , an thu .
withdrawn from settlement and tillage under the pre-emption and born t id J:iw .
I need not say that so flagrant a wrong to the people of New Mexico iuvit s the vilTorous and unsparing use of every legitimate power of the government in cnrincr it.
redress.
1

SETTLEMENT OF GRANT TITLES.

At the close of another fiscal year Co"!}gress has done nothing which giv s pl' mi:1'
of a speedy and final settlement of Spanish and Mexican grant titles. 'l'bis i d ply
to be regretted, and the people of the Territory have abundant cause to omplaiu.
New Mexico became a part of the Union more than forty years a.go, and yet th
promise of the government to recogn_ize and adjust these titles, which was solemnly
made by the treaty of Guadalupe H1llalgo, has not been fulfilled. During the pa t
fifteen or eighteen years her people have continuously importuned Congress for reli f,
but Congress has continuously turned a deaf ear to their petitions. I repeat what I
have said in a previous report that if New Mexico was worth fighting for and adding
to the territory of the United States it is worth governing ancl caring for by decent
and civilized methods. The situation is a melancholy one, and it invites a particular
examination in the light of actual facts. Such an examination will show that Congress is not solely responsible for the evils under which the Territory still continncs
to groan.
So long as Congress continued to pass upon the cases submitted by the surveyorgeneral the grant claimants of the Territory were perfectly content. They were
able to place the questions both of title and survey :i.n the most satisfactory sliape
through their. cuntrol over the surveyor-general and bis deputies, while they successfully mampulated the General Land Office and even shaped the act.ion of Congress itself by beguiling the committees whose reports were made the basis of lecrisla0
tion. At least 5,000,000 acres of the public <lomain in New Mexico were thus wantonly appropriated to the uses of private greed; but when at last Congress grew
weary of its performances eight or nine years ago, and determined to adjudicate no
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more of these grants, the claimants were obliged to cast about them for a new tribu. nal to dispose of ~h~ir remaining cases.. They we!e not long in fin~ing it in the project
of a land comm1ss10n as the best device for their purposes. A lHll was accordingly
h1troducecl providing such a commission, which was copied from the act of Congress
of 1851 creating a commission to pass upon the grant titles of the State of California.
The passage of this bill bas been urged by successive delegates from New Mexico,
and is now championed by Mr. Joseph. Under the California act from thirty to forty
cases of controverted title or survey are yet undisposed of at the end of thirty-seven
years. The commissioners appointed under that act were men of character and eminence, but their sessions were held under the i.mmediate shadow of great monopolies
and in an atmosphere strongly impregnated with corruption. The litigation of the
claimants was too often practically exparte, and the arts of forgery, bribery, and perjury were employed with such matchless skill that the commission in many cases became the mere stool-pigeon of theft and plunder. No honest man who will acquaint
himself with the history of this tribunal can desire to see its operations repeated or
even hazarded in New Mexico; for here all the resources of roguery have been successfully mobilized by experts in robbing the public domain, who are eager to repeat their
achievements . .
But if the bill were unobjectionable in its general provisions it could not be defended for a moment, on account of its provision for an appeal from the decision of
the commission to the Territorial courts, which are so loaded down with their proper
work that they could not possibly dispose of these cases. This objection to the bill
has been repeatedly brought to the attention of Mr. Joseph, but he bas thus far insisted upon retaining it. I only add as a very significant commentary upon this
measure that it has the united support of the grant-claimants of the Territory, whoso
remarkable exploits in real estate I have already pointed out, and who undoubtedly
hope to maintain their ascendency in the Territory by the help of its machinery. ·
Another method of settling these titles has its origin in the other end of the Capitol, and is known as the Edmunds bill, which I have described in a previous report.
It refers these claims for adjudication to the district court of the Territory in whoso
jurisdiction the land may be situated, with the right of either party to appeal from
its decision within six months to the supreme court of the '£erritory, and from the
decision of that court within one year to the Supreme Court of the United States,
which is behind with its. work four or :five years. It provides that in all cases in
which the judgment of the district•·court shall be against the United States an appeal
must be taken to the Territorial supreme court and also to the Supreme Court of the
United States, unless the Attorney-General shall otherwise direct. So far as the government is concerned, therefore, all or nearly all the cases will reach the Supreme
Court of the United States, while the claimants if defoated in any of the lower courts
will be sure to appeal, inasmuch as they hold their land without taxation aud would
reap the profits for indefinite years through the law's delay. The cases therefore
wouid have to be tried in three several courts, in each of which it is provided that
oral evidence may be heard, while in the two lower tribunals it would be practically
impossible to try the cases at all, by reason of their overburdened Territorial bnsiness, as already stated.
Such a measure would certainly beget litigation, and prove very acceptable to lawyers, but it would be a wretched moclrnry of its professed purpose. Its machinery is
so elaborate and lawyer-like in the matter of conditions and provi os, and would
breed such inevitable delay that it could not settle these titles in forty years. It can
scarcely be necessary to atld that all the fatal objections to the land-commi sion
ru-nject already indicated.are substantially applicable to the Edmunds bill.
After a very careful consideration of the whole matter I reached the conclusion two
years ago, as then set forth in my annual report). that the best and speediest method
of adjndicating ihese cases would be an act of congress referring them to the Comruissi?ner o~ the General Land Office, with the right of appeal to the Secretary of the
Interior, as m other cases.
The act of Congress of Joly 22, 1834, makes it the duty of the surveyor-general "to
a certain the origin, nature, character, and extent" of these grants, and make full
r port ther~on to Congr~ss with a view _to the :final action of that body. This work
was begun m 1855, and is now substantially completed. The claims are on the files
of the General Land Office, including duly certified copies of the papers in each case,
the evidence both documentary and oral, the reports of the surveyor-general, and
the ~npplementa_ry rep_ort recently submitted, all printed and in their orderly concbon. What 1s obv10n 1~ ~anted is the reference of the cases thus prepared to
th~ ~and department for d c.1 10n on the ba is of action thus supplied. '!'his would
uhhze tb~ lab ~ ~xpended m pa t years in putting the cases in orderly shape, and
~ b n dem 10n. Congr
re/u es to adjudicate any more of them; but tbi&
c r. 1 1y d~ s. not make ~ugatory the_ record thu prepared, but only necessitate
t . 1r uh
~on to the ~r1bunaJ t~bh h d _by Congre for the purpose of dealing
1th all qu tion tuuchlng tbepublto domain.
I am utterlyunable to see any valid
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r ason for the creation of a new and special tribunal for the settlement of these case ·
Should it be estabUshed it will be oblige(l to dispose of t~e c~ses on. the p_apers on ~le
in the General Land Office. No other method ~f pn~ceedrng IS poss1ble,.smce the witnesses are nearly all dead an<~ tho record of_the1r evidence must be rece1vecl. .
These views were substantially repeated rn my last report, and soon after it~ pn1:>1icatfon I was gratified to find them vigorously supported by Secretary Lamar m his
last-annual report. In speaking of these grants be says:
.
.
"I am now of the opinion that the most desirable ancl effective manner of d1sposin(J' of them would be through the land department. Provision should be made for
an"'appeal to the Secretary of the Interior, whose decision should ~e final, unless an
appeal be taken directly therefrom to the Supreme Court of the Umted States. As ~t
present organized and e~uipped, with a slight increase in force, this department IS
fully equal to dealing w_ith and determining al! legal questi?ns ari~ing und~r these
grants. It bas at its disposal legal talent, tramed and fam11l!lir with q!1est10ns of
land law, and in the habit of acting judicially in other cases. Representmg the executive power of the government, this department must in any event be a large _Participant in any action in relation to these grants. The official documents, the arcb1 ves,
ancient and modern, relating to the pu blio lands and foreign grants, are in its custody, and must there remain. Even were laws enacted transferring the entire jurisdiction in relation to these foreign grants to the courts, it would be almost impossible
entirely to separate the private lands from the public land system without the interposition of this department. In fact, now, where grants are confirmed by Congress,
this department has to supervise their surveys in order to carry them into patent.
Under any plan suggested this department must be an important factor in administering the 1a.w as to these grant1'.
"It would therefore seem to be the part of wisdom to confer upon it sufficient jurisdiction and power to fully adjudicate and adjust them, thus dispensing with the uunecessary operations of two machines, neither of which is complete in itself or capable
of performing the work. The agents and officers of the department visit or are located in every section where such claims may arise. If clothed with proper authority the parol testimony desired could be taken before them; though in view of the
lapse of time very little testimony except that of record would be presented. That
testimony is already on file among our records. Provision should be made for serving
process and making the decision of the Commissioner o.f the General Land Office final,
unless appeal be taken to the Secretary, and the decision of the latter officer final,
subject to appeal as before stated to the· Supreme Court of the United States.
"Such a plan in my opinion would be simple, inexpensive, and accomplish the
settlement of these claims in -a much more expeditious and satisfactory manner than
any of those heretofore suggested. When a member of the Senate I ·favored' the idea
that t,he ordinary judicial tribunals of the country were best adapted to deal with
the subject, as in other cases where the same rights are at stake, and more-in accord
with tho_spirit of our institutions; and further, because whatever legislation may be
~nacted or executive action taken, sooner or later each and every grant finds its way
mto the courts, and in some way receives a jud-icial construction. A larger experience has, however, brought me to realize the force of the objection urged in the reports of the surveyor-general of New Mexico, that the right of the national government to lands can not be wisely left to the arbitrament of local tribunals, which are
mo!e or less under local influences and supposed to sympathize with the indivi<lual
claimant as against the Government, and to be inclined to deal with his pretensions
in a spirit of undue libernlity withuut due regard to legal rights. That experience
has shown tbat the subordinate officials of the government, who are charged with the
protection of its interests at remote points, become an easy prey to the same influencess
and the trial of such cases almost invariably degenerates into an ex parte hearing,
wherein the claimant is allowed and expected to make out his side of the case, if in
his power, without opposition or resistance or a due regard to the rights of the defense." ·
·
The plan of settlement thus officially commended by the Interior Department
seemeu naturally to open the way for the favorable action of Congress. That body
is accustomed to defer to the opinions of the Commissioner of the General Land Office
and Secretary of the Interior in undertaking any important legislation respecting the
public lands, and usually calls upon them in such cases for thefr advice and suggestions. Tbe administration at last had a well-defined policy looking to the final disposition of a long pending and vexed question, and it was fair to suppose that at
least the friends of the party in power would support it. But it was not so ordered.
As soon as this plan was made public a vigorous opposition to it was developed in
both houses of Congress and among members of both political parties.
·
Early in the present session Mr. Joseph introduced his commission bill, which,
however, met with no favor and is not likely to attract further attention. Another bill was introduced in the House and a similar one in the Senate providing
for the creation of a land court to settle these titles. The House bill provides that it
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shall sit at least six months each year in the localities in which the grants are situated.
This land court, with its retinue of clerks, stenographers, interpreters, and deput.y
marshals, is to itinnate the Territory from point to point under the direction of the
President of the United States, and will at once take rank among those "local tribunals"
deprecated by Secretary Lamar as sure to fall under tlle control of "local influooces"
and "sympathize with the individual claimant," as illustrated in California under her
land commission, which was simply a court under another name.
The land department was not consulted in any way respecting these measures,
which were mainly supported by influences as hostile to the plan urged by Secretary
Lamar as they were friendly to the schemes of the grant claimants. Governor Ross,
after having espoused and commended the measure of Mr. Joseph, became a very
zealous champion of the land-court project. He commissioned a number of gentlemen
from New Mexico to visit Washington and labor with Congress for the settlement of
grant titles, including the chief grant owners of the Territory, who alone could afford
the expense involved in the service, and whose marvelous skill in helping themselves
out of the public domain bas been made historic. It is not common for governments
to confer with the holders of ill-gotten property respecting its disposition; uut this
action of the governor only furnishes a fresh illustration of the methods by which the
leading laud grabbers of the Territory have induced public officials to serve their pur}loses during ~he past quarter of a century.
' Both the governor and Mr. Joseph appeared before the House Committee on PriVJ:tte La~d Claims in behalfof this project, and made their arguments against the
plan of Secretary Lamar. They opposed that plan on the ground that the survey~rgeneral is not a jndicial officer, and bas no power to compel the attendance of W1tnesses. But the objection comes too late. If it had been urged thirty-four years _ng<;>,
pending the passage of the act creating the office of surveyor-general and making 1 tll1s
duty to examine and report upon these titles, it would have been timely; but as already stated nearly all the claims in New Mexico have already been examined and are
now 'before the laud department and Congress awaiting a final decision .
.For more than thethi".. d of a century the government has acquiesced in this met~od
of disposing of these cases, and failed to provide any other, .w.hile tho gra~t clam;1auts, as everybody knows, have enjoyed the amplest opportumties of presentrng their
claims in the way most conducive to their interest. It is too late for their propos ·d
change of base. 'l'he government can not now afford to play a game of fast and
loose at their hidtling. It can not afford to ignore its past action, and mock the people of New Mexico by a new project which would leave them in the wilderness at least
another thinl of a century. Nothing has pleased these claimants so well as the fact
that the surveyor-general was "riot a judicial officer," and could be used ~y them
for their advanta~e. This objection was never dreamed of by any of them t1ll Congress decided to discontinue its slip-shod work, and is only now urged because they
are afraid of the legal scrutiny their cases would encounter in the Interior Department.
As a further argument against the 1·eference of tbese claims to the land department the governor told the Private Land Claims Committee there were five or six
thousand Spanish grants in New Mexico, and that the surveyor-general could not
possibly dispose of them. This statement is superlatively extravagant and riclicnlous. There are only about two hundred claims in the files of the surveyor-general's
office at Santa. F~, where all such claims are required to be deposited. I do not gue R
at this statement, or adopt it on any hearsay authority, but affirm it as a matter of
personal ancl official knowledge. The number of these grants is a very easy question
in simple addition, and any one can have the liberty of counting them for himself.
Nothing could more conclusively show the desperate zeal of the governor and his
friends in opposing the policy of the administration than his perfectly reckless statement.
Of the two hundred cases referred to forty-nine have been finally disposed of by
Congre s. Forty-odd additional cases are in such fragmentary and imperfect slrn.p
that no action on them is possible, while the claimants, who were notified over two
years 3£!0 to perfect their applications, have failed to do so. Th~ fair presumption is
tha_t they have.been abancloned. Thi leaves a1·esidue of only a little over one hundred
claim~ to be d1sposecl of, nearly all of which have been examined and forwarded to
Wa_ hmgton. A few straggling cases _in the custody of private parties ma.y yet make
~h 1r appearance after the lapse of tbu ty-four years; but this is not probable, and
1 may be r a onably pre urned that the case now on file ancl exhibited on th official
map of th Territory are all, or very nearly all, that will ever demancl attention.
~ f_ rth r argum nt againet the reference of the e ca es to the land departm n. 1 1 . ur~ d by Gov. rnor Ro , Mr. Jo ph, and other that these ca
ar ex• ~10 ly mtn~ te and d1fficu1t,_and that" only by the most careful judicial inv . ti•at1?01 hy tr_1bonal clo bed with ample anthority to enforce testimony will it be
l1c:1 th trnth and . tal>li b jn tice."
'
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This is all poetry and can deceive no one wllo understands tho facts. lt assume~ a
knowledge of these cases which neither of thes~ gentlemen bas had an _opport,umty
to acquire. Of the one hundred cases. yet to 1?e.d~sposed of a good many mvolve v~ry
small tracts like those of the group m the vrnm1ty of Santa Fe. These can readily
be disposed 'of, as they disclose little ground for controversy. .
.
.
There are a good many colony and pueblo grants, about which there 1s no real dispute, and in which the grantees or their tfescendants will h?ld th~ir la1;1ds by ~ccupancy and prescription if the grants should be found tec~mcally mvahd .. Qmt~ a
number of other claims, as I have found, are so clearly valid, or else so mamfestly mvalid, as to preclude controversy, and make their disposit.ion easy ~nd merely formal,
while comparatiYely few of them involve such controverted q uest10ns of law or fact
as to require any elaborate investigati~n. . There is nothing ~yterious or occult
about them. Thev involYe none of the mcet1es of legal metaphys1es. As a rule the
grant relied on by· the claimant is found among the archives on file in the snrYeyorgeneral'soffice, and its genuineness is easily ascertained. If it is shown by the reco1·ds
that juridical delivery of possession was made, and the evidt-nce proves that the conditions of the grant were complied with, a conclusion is readily reached. The simple
truth is that the shocking and wholesale frauds that have afflicted New Mexico in
dealing with these claims have their genesis in the brazen and defiant roguery of the
claimant, and not in the intricacy of the cases as presented. I do not spC'ak at random, but from the record. I have personally examined nearly all the claims in New
Mexico, and have no hesitation in saying that the whole batch of them conld be disposed of in from one to two years by a competent lawyer who would industriously
apply himself to the task under the supervision of the Secretary of the Interior.
There is, therefore, no necessity or even excuse for a migratory court or commission
to pass. upon these cases, which are such as the officials of the land department are
accustomed to examine and competent to decide, and in vol ye no greater interests than
those constantly adjudicated by the head of that department with the help of his
legal advisers .
. Let me add that the transfer of these cases from the regularly co11stituted authorit101-1. at the seat of government to a special tribunal would not only complicate the
busmess instead of simplifying it, but would involve a large expenditure, which can
be avoided by a small outlay providing for such additional force as the Department
of the Interior may require for its additional work.
Pr~mpt action is the thing wanted. The very machinery of a court invites procrastmation. This alone is a sufficient objection to its creation now, even waiving
the fatal_ ol~jections to it which I have urged. Time is money, and the grant claimants reahz~ t,his truth keenly and act upon it. They are reaping the profit8 of millions
of acres without right, while required to pay no taxes. Their baleful ascendency in
~he Territory has had full sweep for UJany years, and they naturally count on controlling t~1e tribuual they are asking for, as they have so long controlled more formidable
agencies of the government. They know at all events that they cau retard its action
and delay the ends of justice, and hence their zeal for a land court.
The plan of settlement I am urging would be particularly applicable to the numerous ~mall land-holders in New Mexico who claim no title under any grant and have
no right to their little possessions except that of occupancy and prescripti~n. There
are som~ thousands of these in the Territory, and their possessions are usually found
!ocated JU gro?p~ and restricted to a few varas m width, while considerab!y extended
rn length and m uregular shapes. The homestead and pre-emption laws cau not be
made to apply to their cases, and although they are fairly entitled to tht>ir lauds under
?ur treaty with Mexico they are too poor to em1,loy lawyers and litigate their claims
1D any such courts as those I have refel'red to. lf required to do this as a condition
of title their homes would have to be confiscated, while if they are allowed to appear
Lef~re the surveyor-general and make their proofs of long-continued possession,
which they can_ do without any court charges, and their api,lications and proofs a1·e
forwarded to tlie General Land Office for final decision, the cases can be disposed of
satisfactorily with but little delay.
I have been assuming the right, to bear these cases and exercising it for more than
two years past, and I can think of no other .method that will do prompt auu complete
justice to this large class of worthy, honest, and helpless people.
The space I have devoted to this topic seems to me amply justified by its importance.
Something at all events ought to be done. 'l'he Honse bill I have criticised creating
a lan<l court has passed one branch of Congress, and should it become a law all that
has Leen said for and against it will be tested by time; while it is some consolation
to feol that any measure which can receive the sanction of both houses of Congress
will prove better than none.
SURVEY OF UNCONFIRMED GRANTS,

I earnestly renew my recommendation of last year respecting the survey of uncon
tirmed grants. The continue<l failure of Congress to provide for the settlement of
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their titles give~ increasing fo!c~ to that recommendation. It was a great mistake to
allow gra~t cla1mants a prehmmary sur".ey of their claims, which were uniformly
made the mst!ument of fraud; but a valid survey which shall segregate the grants
from the public lands and allow the survey of those contiguous to the grants to be
completed and connected with their boundaries is exceedingly desirable. The practice of connecting the public surveys with the boundaries of the grants as defined hy
the preliminary surveys has very proper~ been discontinued, but what is wanted is
the definite location of their true boundaries, so as not only to enable the public surveys to be connected with those boundaries, but at the same time restore to the public
domain millions of acres now held without warrant of law by private parties. I have
renewed my recommendation of a year ago for an adequate appropriation for the pnxpose of executing the surveys I have urged, and should Congress provide it it will
enabl'3 the land department to restore to the public domain the larger part of the
misappropriated lands in New Mexico, even should Congress fail to make any provision whatever for the settlement of grant titles.
RESERVATION OF GRANTS.

Closely allied to the question of a valid survey of unconfirmed grants is the question
of their reservation pending the adjudication of their titles. On this question I respectfully submit some considerations which I hope may pave the wa.y for a new and
important line of action which would go far to break up the domination of grant claimants over the people.
The eighth section of the act of Congress of July 22, 1854, makes it the dnty of the
surveyor-general, under instructions to be given by the Secretary of the Interior, to
ascertain the origin, nature, character, and extent of all claims to land un~er the
laws, usages, and customs of Spain and Mexico. The instructions subsequently given
provide that "he shall make a full report on all such claims as originated before tbe
cession of the Territory to the United States by the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo in
1848, denoting the various grades of title, with hie decision as to the validity or
invalidity of each of the same under the laws, usages, and customs of the country before its cession to the United States; * " * such report to be ma.de according to
the form which may be prescribed by the Secretary of the Interior; which report shall
be laid before Congress for such action thereon as may be deemed just and proper,
with a view to confirm bona fide grants, and give full effect to the treaty of 1948
between the United States and Mexico; and until the final action of Congress on such
claims all lands shall be reserved from sale or other disposal by the government."
The instructions further say, "you will also require of every claimant an authenticated plat of survey if a snrvey has been executed, or other evidence showing the
precise locality and extent of the tract claimed. This is indispensable in order to
avoid any doubt hereafter in reserving from sale as contemplated by law the pa~ticular tract or parcel of land for whicb a claim may be duly filed, or in commumcating the title to the same hereafter, in the event of a final confirmation."
What is the duty of the land department under the act of Congress mentioned
:md t,hese instructions of the Secretary of the Interior to the surveyor-general f Who
is to order the land reserved, and when and upon what conditions is it to· be done T
It is sairl that the Commissioner of the General Land Office is the mere medium of
transruiRsion of these clairns to Congress, having no other legal duty to perform respectrng them; but I do not so understand the mat,ter, and the practice of the General La.nd Office has assumed the contrary. But however tli is m~y be the authority
to order tlie lands reRerved must belong to that department, and is not conferred
upon Congrest1.
Let me suppose that the surveyor-reneral sends his report to the General Land Office,
and that 1t shows the claim to be manifestly unfounded. In such a case be is obliged
of courae to transmit the papers to Congress; but is he bound to order the land resarvecl T Could such reservation be regarded as made '' with a view to confirm bona
fide grants, and give full effect to the treaty of 1848 f" Should the rights of settlers
be iuu fi.mtely suspended in the interest of an individual claimant who fails to show
his title T nppose the claim h1 shown to be valid, but that the boundaries of the
land are indefinite and altogether uncertain, shall the Commissioner of the General
Land Office guess at them, and make a re ervation which may include ten times the
r al ar a of t~e grant T How could he do this under the requirement recited imposing
up~n b claimant the d~ty of "showing the precise locality and extent of the tract
clam~e T" Nor ervat1on can lawfully be made till this is done.
I 1 ?Ot the ~n y of the urveyor-general when a claim is made to furnish this in~ rma.tI~o, but 1~ must b hown by the claimant himself, as you have recently held
ID your 1_0 truch~ns to the ~urveyor-g n ral of Ariz"na relative to the Peralta private
l~ncl claim. It 1 affirmative matter, and if be fails to produce it no legal re erva.t1 o ·an e made. Th mere tran mission of the case to Congress can not operate as
a r rv ti n f the land. The "full report" of the surveyor-general must show the
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r,Jaiwant's right to it; and if in addition to this he has shown "the prec!se locality
and extent of the tract" the land department can and s_honld_ res~rv~ it, and not
otherwise. In deahng with the land grants of New Mexico this prmc1ple has been
very generally disregarded both by the surveyor-general and the General Land Office,
and millions of acres of the public lands have thus been unwarrantably turned over
to monopolists.
.
.
.
Have these unauthorized reservations become sanctified by time t Take for example the 'Gonzales grant, conveying an area of 103,000 acres, as surveyed and reserved. In my report upon this case I have couclusi vely shown that the tract granted
was only a fraction over 130 acres, and on this showing the claim~nts of the gr~nti
disowned it and declined any further connection with the prosecution of the claun.
Can not th~ General Land o':ffice restore the land thus illegally reserved t The preliminary surveys made at the instance of claimants do not fix the "local~ty and extent" of the land claimed, and it has been decided that they do not authorize the reservation of the lands included in them.
Let me refer to the Socorro grant, which has been surveyed for 843,35~ acres and
so reserved from settlement. In my report upon the case I have shown that there
was no legal grant, but at the utmost only an equitable claim to a small portion of
this amount, and that the boundaries of the same are not known. Why should more
than three-quarters of a million acres be tied up from settlement aud tillage under a
false claim and an invalid survey. If the reservation was unwarranted in the be~inniug is not the 'land department bound to make proper restitution to the Umted
States VAs another case in point I refer to what is known as the Ciemquilla grant,
which as I have shown in my report of it contains about 500 acres now in the possession of the representatives of the grantee. But the tract as surveyed covers 15,244 acres. This large area is reserved without any authority of law. Wby sbonld
not the General Land Office revoke this reservation and restrict it to the 500 acres f
I could readily multiply these examples, but it is unnecessary.
The point I make is a vital one. It involves the title to very large areas of latid
that should be devoted to actual settlement and tillage under the pre-emption and
homestead laws. If Congress will do nothing looking to the settlement of the titles
of these grants, nor provide for their authentic survey, which would largely cut
d~wn their area as I have shown, wby should not the land department, charged
with the care of the public domain, exercise its lawful authority in decimating the
stolen principalities now under tbe control of monopolists, wbo have grown insolent
and rich through their power over the officers of the land department in past years f I
nee~ not recite the well-settled rule of law that these grants are to be construed strictly
agamst the grantee. What is not given expressly or by necessary implication is
withheld. If rights under the government are set up against it they must be so
clearly shown that there can be no question of its intention to confer them. Under
these rules the claimant must make out his case both as to title and boundaries,
and cannot ask the government to perform this duty for him. I beg leave to invite
your special attention to these suggestions, in the hope that they may bear much
fruit in the settlement of titles and the \l,ndoing of grievous wrongs. .
APPROPRIATIONS.

My estimate of the snms needed for the surveying service in this district for the
fiscal year ending J tine 30, 1890, have already been forwarded, and are as follows:
Salaries.
Snrveyor-general _.•.• _..•••••.••••. _•• __ .. _•••.. ___ •..••••.• _.... • • • • • • • • .
Clerks··-····----- ...•••.••••• ·----· •••••• ····--···-···--··· .••••• ··-···..

$3, 000

Tota} ___ .·--······-····-··· ••.••••••..••••• ··-··· ••••••••••••• ···--·

18,000

Public surveys.
The snrvey of pnb1ic lands for actual set.t.lement ·--··· ···-·· •••••••••••• __ .
Resurveys for the purpose of correcting errors in old surveys._ ••.••• __ ... __

10,000
5,000

15,000

Total .. _._ ..••••.. _. __ .. ____ ...••....••••.•••••••••••.••• _.. ••• •.. - - 15,000

P1·ivate land claim sm·veys,
Survey of confirmed grants. ____ .. ____ .. ____ ... __ ... ___ ••. _•• _•.. _•••..• - . - 4,000
Survey of nnconfirmed grants ____ -·-·--··-··-·-···--··----· .••••. ···-·--· - 3,000
Resurvey of unconfirmed grants._ .••..•• ___ . ____ ..••••..••••. - .•••••.••••. 20,000
Total ..•••.••••• ·-··--··-···--······--·· .•••••.••••.••• ••••••• ·-·- __

27,000

.
Contingent expenses.
Rent, messenger hire, etc ............ _•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••·.•••••

3,000
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The necessity for the appropriation of these several amounts bas not decreased during t~e ~ast year, but bas increased, owing to the continued failure of Congress to
provule for them. Ia my last reuort I referred to the arrears of office work such as
recording 3:nd iudexing official correspondence, Gompleting office work on su;veys executed durmg the year, copying the field-notes of most of the surveys executed prior
to 18i0, and furnishing the local land offices of the Territory with 'descriptive lists
of corners, sujl, etc., as required by section 2375, Revised Statutes. Most of this
work is still in arrears and constantly becoming more so.
.
I must repeat what I stated in last year's estimates as to the absolute necessity
of increased appropriations for the work of this office, and the duty of Congress to
make provision accordingly. Such increased appropriations are indispensable even
if Congress should fail to increase the appropriations for the public surveys in this
Tonitory; and it is due to your department and Congress that I should say frankly
that t,hese surveys can not be continued without the increase asked for. 'fhe force in
my office, now consisting of ouly three clerks and two draughtsmen, will find ample
work to do iu bringing up the arrears of its business and disposing of the work inrnlved
in the mineral snrveys.
I wiRh to emphasize what I said in the estimates of last year respecting the appropriation of $23,000 for the survey and resurvey of private laud claims in New Mexico
now pen cling before Congress. Settlers are coming here with a view of locating permanently who have a right to know what lands belong without question to the
government upon which they can make their homes with safety; and it is the clear
duty of the government to segregate from the public domain by accurate surveys all
lands that can rightfully be claimed under these grants in the event of their confirmation. I have dwelt upon this topic in anoJher part of this report and shown that
great areas of valuable land would be restored to the public domain should my recommendat.ion bo faithfully carried out by the land department.
The necessity for tLe execution of many resurveys of the public lands in New Mexico is too well recognized now to require further comment.
The demand for public surveys is far greater at present than at any time within
the last three years. Applications for surveys from all sections of the Territory are
coming in, and it will be an inexcusable folly and wrong if Congress shall fail to
make provision for the work by adequate appropriations covericg the cost thereof,
and providing for the clerical force of this office, as alreaily indicated.
For reasons given in previous estimates tho appropriation for contingent expenses
of the office should be increased to at least $3,000.
Io thus. repeating and reiterating former recommendations I do not forget bow
completely they have thus far been unheeded by Congress. With a very large
treasury surpl11s 1 which is liberally drawn upon for pensions, river and harbor improvements, an<l a great variety of other purposes, the prosperity and enduring interests of New Mexico are wantonly sacrificed on the altar of a false economy. Nothing could be more indefensible and suicidal than this systematic niggardliness in
dealing with the States and Territories of tlje West; but it will probably continue
to scourge them till those who control the appropriations of Congress can be made to
see the difference between stinginess and economy, and apply the discovery to the
legislation which most sorely needs it.
ACCOMPANYING EXHIBITS,

A.-Statement showing surveys approved during the fiscal year encle<l. June 30,
18 d.
Il.-Statement showing contracts let under appropriation for public surveys for
fiscal year ended June 30, 1888.
C.- tatement showing contracts let for survey of Indian reservations.
~-- tatement showing contracts let during the year payable from "special de•
potnts."
Very re. pectfu1ly,
GEORGR W. JULIAN,
Hon.

. M.

STOCK LAGER,

Sm·ve1Jo1·-General for New Mexico.

Com1niJJaioner General Land O,fftce, WaBhington, D. O.
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A..-StatemMt showing IJ'Urveys ap:,roved dvring the fiscal year ended June 30, 1888.

'
No.of
COD•

Dat.e.

Depuiy.

Description of surveys.

tract.
1886.
222 Fel). 23 W.I.Rumble .•... Fifth standard parallel south in Rs.8 and
3 W.; first guide meridian west in Ts.
26, 27. and 28. S.; range lines between
Rs. 7 and 8, 10 and 11, 11 and 12 W., in
T. 23 S., between Rs. 7 and 8, 10 and 11
W., in T. 24 S., between Rs. 8 and
9, 10 and 11, 11 and 12 w., in Ts. 25 S.,
between Rs. 8'and 9, lO and 11, 11 and
12W.,in T. 26S., betweenRs. lOand
11, 11 and 12 W., in T. 27 S. i township
lines between Ts. 22 and 23 S., in Rs. 7
and 8 W., between Ts. 23 and 24 S., Rs.
7, 8, 10, lland W., between '.rs. 24and
25 S., in Rs. 8, 10, and 11 W., between
Ts. 26 and27 S., in Rs. 9, 10, and 11 W.,
andsubdivsional lines of T; 20 S., R. 13
W., T. 23S., Rs. 7, 8, Hi, and 11 W., T •
. 24S., Rs. 8, 10, and 11 W., T. 25 S., Rs.
9, 10, 11, and 12 W., T. 26 S., Rs. 9, 10,
and 11 W., and T. 27 S., R. 11 W. The
dwnty reports line between Rs. 7 and
8 . in T. 25 S., which was included in
this contract, as impracticable.
1887.
227 Feb. 21 Chae. L. RatliA .••• Th_e Antonio Sandoval grant, No. 12,
the town of Manzano grant, No. 23, and
so much of the Alexander Valle grant,
No. 18, as was necessary to conf'o;m its
south boundary te the north patented
line of the Pueblo of Pecas grant, letter "F." The survey of the Las
Trampas grant, provided for in this
contract, was not made, because the
work could not be done properly without a resurvey of the west boundary of
the grant, which · the .deputy was not
authorized to make. The deputy was
released ff-om his oblifation to make
the survey by your etter "E" of
May 21, 1888.
1887.
228 Feb. 21 Chas. L. Ratliff'. ••. Ran~e lines between Rs. 21 and 22 E.,
in Ts. 21 and 22 M"., and between Rs.15
and 16, 16andl7E.,inT.l8N. Township Jines between Ts. 19 and 20, 21 and
22, 22 and 23 N ., in R. 21 E. Subdivisional lines of T. 20 N., R. 21 E., T.
21 N., R. 21 E., T. 22 N., R. 21 E., T.
12 N., R.17 E., T.13N., R.16E., and
T.13 N., R. 17 E.
230 Mar. 26 William Harris ... The exterior boundaries of the townsite of Kingston, N. Mex.
232 Ma,y 14 Daniel C. Nowlin. The exterior boundaries of the townsite of Nogal.
234 Ang. 4 E. Haviland, jr .... Exterior lines between Ts. 22 and 23
and 23 and 24 N., R. 22 E. Range line
between Rs. 21 and 22 E., T. 23 N ., and
subdivisional lines of T. 23 N., R. 22 E.

Remarks.

Not yet accepted.

.

Not yet accept.ea.

Not yet accepted

.

Accepted.
Accepted.
Not yet accepted.
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B.-Statement showing contracts let under appropriationB for pt,blio survey, for jt,ca&
year ended June 30, 1888.
N o of
contract.
--

-

Date.

234

1887.
Aug. 4

236

Oct. 25

237

1888.
Mar. 15

.Deputy.

Description .of surveys.

Remarks.

E. Haviland,jr ..•. Exterior lines between Ts. 22..and 23 and
23 and 24 N., R. 22 E. Range line between Rs. 21 and 22 E., T. 23 N., and
subdivisional lines of T. 23 N., R.
22E.
Benj. F. Bailey .••. Exterior bet.ween Rs. 13 and 14 E., T.
10 S., between Rs . 13 and 14 E., '.r. 9
S., between Ts. 9 and 10 S., R.13 E.,and
subdivisional lines of Ts. 9 and 10. S.,
R.13E.

Reported, approved,
but not yet accepted.

H.W.Flagg ..•... Exterior between Ts. 23 and 24 N., R.
21 E., and subdivisional lines of T. 23
N., R.21E.

Not reported.

Not reporuvJ..

-

~

C. -Statement showing contracts let for sm·vey of Indian reservation,.
No.of

Date.

COD·

tract.

Deputy.

Description·of surveys.

Remarks.

I

233

1887.
Oct. 1

H. Hartmann ••••. The outboundaries of Jioarilla Indian
Reservation.

Not reported.

D.-Statement showing contracts let-during the year payablef1·om "special deposits."
No.of
COD·

tract.

Date.

Deputy.

Description of surveys.

Remarks.

.

239

1888.
May 19 A.H. Whetstone .• SubdivislonaJ llnea of T. 8 S., R.17 E •••• Bond not yet approve«.

•

I

REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR-GENERAL OF OREGON.

UNITED STATES SURVEYOR-GENERAL'S- OFFICE,

Portland, Oregon, Jiily 20, 1888.
In compliance with instructions contained in your circular letter (E) dated Ma.v
1, 1888, I have the honor to herewith submit in duplicate my annual report of the
transactions relating to the surveying service in this district for the fiscal year ending June 30, lfa38, accompanied by tabular statements as follows:
A.-Statement of contracts entered into by the surveyor-general of Oregon for the
survey of public lands payable from the general appropriation of $50,000 made by
act of Congress approved March 3, 1887.
B.-Statemen.t of a contract entered into by the surveyor.general of Oregon for sur·
veys on an Indian reservation.
•
C.-Estimate of funds required for the surveying service in Oregon for the fiscal
year ending June :10, 1890.
. I have to report the aggregate number of miles surveyed and reported to your office
srnce my last annual report as follows:
Description of surveys.
R

8

Measurement.

.
Miles. Ohs. Lks.
160 76 50
eservat,on boundary lines ..••••.•••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••• _...........
1
8

r!~!!~M!i:t: tt:

:: ~::::::::::: :::: :: : : :: : :: ::: : :: : : : : : :: : :: : : : : : : : : : : :: : :: : : : : : ~:

~I t: ii

c''otion and allotment lines .••••• ··-····-·- ••.. ·-··.·-·-··--- •• ·-·· ••.•.•••.•• _.• ···-.. 1, 635
onnecting lines .•••••. ·-··· •••••• ···-·· ............................... ··-··· •••• _••. __ .
17

79
28

Total .•••••.•••••.•••••.••••••••••••••••• ---········-···························· 2,poo

53

86
40

Embracing, exclusive of land included in survey of the reservation boundary,
497,366.42 acres.
·
In this account is included surveys by Deputy Surveyor W. H. Wightman, under
contract No. 526, executed during the preceding year but' not entered in my last an·
n1:al report, as office work on same had not been completed. Contract 526 consisted
o_f 475 miles, 44 chains, and 70 links of subdivisional and 1 mile, 34 chains, and 89
lrnks of connecting lines, and embraced 181,082.15 acres of land. '
In addition to the foregoing Messrs. Currin and Nolanj, United States deputy sur•
veyors, under their special joint contract dated May · 4, 1887, have completed their
work, and have returned their field-notes of the survey of the present boundary of
the Umatilla Indian Reservation in Oregon, tbe boundary of the proposed diminished
reservation, the extension of the lines of puhlic surveys over the entire reservation,
and the subdivision into 40.acre tracts of sections desired for allotments to the Indians.
Office work on the same is being pushed forward as rapidly as possible, there being
already prepared twenty plats and fourteen books of certified transcripts of field.notes.
A rough estimate of the same would indicate that the following surveys had been
made:
Miles of reservation boundary liaes.. . • • • • • . • • • • • . • . • • • • . • • • • . • • • • • . . • • • . . . • •
72
Miles of diminished reservation boundary lines..............................
74
Miles of base line .. _. _.... _••••••.••••.•••.•••..••••...•...• _... . . . . • . . • • • • •
20
Miles of township lines ..•••••.•••..••••••••••..• _..........................
137
Miles of meander lines .•••••••••••••••••.••••..•.••....••..••..•... _.. . • • • • •
31
Miles of section lines ..••.•••.•••••••••••••••••...•.••••••.•. _... . • • • . . . • . . . .
761
Miles of allotment lines .••••.•••..••.•••••..••••..• : •••••••••.. _.... . . • • . . . .
283
Makiugatotalof.•••••••••••••••••••.•••••.•••.••••••••.•••••• ~······· 1,378
47g
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These surveys embrace about 260,000 acres ofland.
Number of townships in which surveys were executed during the year, 53.
There have been prepared by this officeCertified transcripts of :field·notes .•.•.•.••.••..••...•...•...•.•••••.•.. books.. 69
Standards, parallel ..•••••...•••.•••••.•••••••••••.•••••..•...•.•....... plats.. 6
Exteriors .•••.•.•.•••••••••••••.••••..••••.••••••.••.•.....•............. do... 11
Subdivisions ..•••••••...•.....••...••....•••..•••••..•.....•...••........ do ... 138
Showing areas and lottings in various townships ..••.•••••.•......•....••. do... 26
In connection with mining claims .......••..........•••.•••••..•......... do... 39
Two large maps of boundary line of Klamath Reservation and one tracing of same.
There were also prepared twenty.eight plats and twenty books of transcripts for the
use of deputies in the field, twenty plats and numerous transcripts for special agents,
together with the necessary transcripts for the inspector of surveys.
There were forwarded to local land office twenty-two township plats, sixteen descriptive lists, sixteen mining plats, and swamp.land lists 54to 59, inclusive, embrac·
iug 14,118.98 acres of land.
·
MINING CLAIMS.

During the fiscal year special deposits have been made aggregating $335, as follows:
Two hundred and eighty-five dollars for the survey of twelve mineral claims and $50
for the examination and report on seven placer claims for which the necessary orders
were issu d to the deputy mineral surveyor.
Number of mineral surveys officially made, sixteen; number of examinatioD;S of
, placer claims reported to this office, three; number of mining plats made, forty.eight.
CONDITION OF CONTRACTS ENTE~ED INTO PRIOR TO JULY

1, 1887.

Since my last report the surveys of the exterior and subdi visioual lines of t~o townships, executed in the completion of spemal contract No. 508, have been reJected by
your office after having been ca1·efully examined by the inspector of surveys. .
Surveys executed under the following contracts have been completed, exammed,
and approved by your office and the surveying accounts thereof adjusted, viz:_ Con·
tract No. 526, with W. H. Wightman, dated April 7, 1886; contract No. 527, with A.
E. Hammond, dated April 7, 1886; contract No. 528, with Henry W. Cooke, dated
April 10, 1886.
During the months of June and July, 1887, Deputy Surveyor McQuinn, under sp~cial
contract dated December 17, 1886, resurveyed the north boundary of the Warm Sprrn~s
Indian Reservation in Oregon, and made his returns thereof to this office. ~y b1s
survey the said boundary was relocated several mileE< farther north than where it had
formerly been established by surveys in 1871 and 1882. This caused a great deal of
dissatisfaction among the settlers adjacent to the said reservation boundary and
numerous protests were made against the adoption of t,he lines as surveyed by Deputy
Surveyor McQuinn.
These protests were forwarded to your office, and upon an examination of the same
instructions were transmitted this office to suspend further action on the returns of
the survey until such time aa a commission could be appointed to personally inves·
ti gate the matter in the field and ascertain the true location of this boundary as de·
fined in the original treaty. Such commission was appointed and made the necessa1:y
xamination and collected testimony relative to the same, but as to the result this
office bas not yet been instructed, and consequently the work remains in the same
condition as at the time of submitting my last annual report.
Contract No. 529, with John H. Neal, dated May 3, 1887, for the extension of the
pu1?lio surveys over Lake Warner, in Oregon, has been completed, plats and tran·
cnpt forwarded to your office, and ready for examination by the inspector of surveys.
A pecial contract entered into with Deputy Surveyors Currin and Noland May 4,
1 ., provided for the survey of the pre ent boundary of the Umatilla Indian Re er·
_at1on iu Or~gon, the boundary of the diminished reservation, the extension of the
lme offubhc surveys over the entire reservation, and the subdivision into 40·acre
tr~c o such sections as might be selected for allotment to the Indians. Work on
th1 contract has been completed, with exception of n.bout lfi miles of subdivisions re·
P rt d_by the deputies as b_eing impractical le to survey and the lands over which
th
lm would run as bemg a ne t of impassable caiions and of no value. A great
,1 _l of office work on t~is contract h
b en already done both on plats and tran·
. rip_ , and ~b~ . m~ will be pn bed to completion as rapidly as po ible. The depn1 • m ub 1v1dmg mto 40-acre tracts fonud that the diminished re ervation con·
t'l 1~ d !lb ut 1~1 000 acr l . of arrricnl ural land than wa required for allotment .
ln 111 c 1 n . 1?1~ li le delay, a. i will n c itate a r survey of a part of the
r th unm1 b d e rvat1 n aud the ul.Jdivision into 40·ac1·e tra t of
d .

ah u

1

t u adcUtion l

tion ,

·
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A commission appomted l.iy your offic~ visited t?-e resel'vati?n, and after a ~borough
examination made a report recommendmg certam changes 111 the bouudaiy of the
diminished reservation so as to include the additional amount needed for allotment
purposes and to exclude a con:espondi_ng quantity ~f til!lber and graz!ng Jaud. '.fhis
office has not as yet been furmRbed with a copy of theu report or with mstruct10ns
providing for the additional surveys needed.
Surveys under the following· contracts have been completed and are now ready for
inspection, the plats and transcripts thereof having been forwarded to yonr office:
Contract No. 530, with John A. McQuinn and Frank W. Cambell, dated May 4, 18tl7,
for surveys on Warm Springs Indian Reservation, in Oregon, for allotment purposes,
and special contract with William Thiel, dated June 14, 1887, for the survey of the
boundary of the Klamath Indian Reservation, in Oregon.
During the year four contracts were made fer surveys payable out of tbe general
appropriation; total liability, $730. One contract was also awardecl for a survey for
allotment purposes on an Indian reservation; liability, $2,g00. Work executed under
these contracts bas been completed and is now ready for examination, the plats aud
transcripts thereof having been forwarded to your office.
Special instructions were also prepared for three small surveys to close up unfinished townships, the total liability of the three being $100. These instructions were
transmitted to your office in June, but could not be approved, as the unexpended
balance of the amount allotted to Oregon out of the general appro1H'fation bad been
trausferred to ano.ther surveying district.
During the year numerous petitions have been received and filed in this office asking for surveys in almost every part oftbe State.
The settlers have been put to considerable expense in the preparation of these petitious and the necessary affidavits before notaries public as to the character of the
lands sought to be surveyed, length of residence, number and names of settlers, extent
and_value of improvements, and other information tending to show the necessity of
havmg the li11es of the public surveys extended over their lands.
Tl.Jese petitions have been properly drawn, in accordance with official requirements,
aud in almost every instance the affidavits accompanying them show that they have
Leen made in good faith by actual bona-fide settlers (and not in the interests of speculators), who by every law of right and justice are entitled to Lave their lands surveyed in order that they may make their improvements with certainty and safety
and be enabled to procure titles to the lands occupied and improved by them for peri_ods of time ranging from five to twenty years. Yet, in spite of all these welldirected efforts, they have been unable to obtain the relief so much needed.
This has l1een partly owing to the fact that present regulations confine the surveys
to agricultural lands and agricultural and grazing lands combined, and the further
provision requiring a township to be completed in its entirety unless natural obstacles render such completion impossible, for as stated in my last report the greater
portion of these petitions are for the survey of small valleys along the Nehalem and
other coast streams, which, while coutainiug many acres of rich arable laud (very
often the most productive in the State), are situated in townships where the greater
part of the land is mountainous or unfit for cultivation or contains more or less timber or dense undergrowth.
The chief reason, however, is the fact that the rates allowed by law for executing
these surveys have been so low as to utterly preclude, except in some special case,
th~ possibility of any competent surveyor being able to do the work for t,be compen~at10n allowed. During the montbs of September and October of 1887 I advertised,
m this office and tbe local land offices notices Nos. 1 to 7, inclusive, asking for proposals for executing public surves·s.
On three of these notices 110 bids were received. Ooe bi<l. was received on two of
the notices, but at rates higher than those allowed. On oue notice one bid was rnccived and rejected for informality. On the remainin~ notice one bid wa:-i received
at the rates fixed by law, and. a contract awarded witn an estirnawd liability of $600.
The survey was in an open prairie country devoid of brush, and for this reason only
co?ld the work be done at prescribed rates. Dnring the months of April and May,
1888, I posted Nos. 8 to 14, inclusive, and in response received but one bid on one notice
at prescribed rates. A contract was a,,.varcled to this bidder, but owing to a blunder
made in preparing the bond, and there not being sufficient time in which to correct
it, it was rejected.
Snrveys are needed in Oregon more than ever, and it seems strange that when nearly
all the easily-snrveyable lands have been contracted for and surveyed at what would
now be con idere<l. high rates, tile rough, mountainous, and brushy townships and fragmentary portions of unfinished townships are expected to be surveyed at rates so low
as to hardly jmitify a surveyor in taking a coni,ract under them for the survey of open
prairie lands. A. to whether the augmented ra,tes '' for mountainous and heavily-timbered lands" proposed in the bill now pending in Congress will l>e of any material
INT
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assistance in securing surveys in Oregon I am at a loss to determine. Nearly every
survey advertised during the fiscal year would come under the augmented Tates.
I very much regret the fact that better rates could not have been provided for executing sl!il.·veys on this coast on account of the greater hardships. However, I will
carefully examine and arrange the various petitions that have been received during
the past two years and report the same to your office with my recommendations
thereon.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
DOUGLAS W. TAYLOR,
Hon.

s. M.

United States Su,rveyor-General,. Oregon.
STOCKSLAGER,

Comm,issione1· General Land 0ffice, Washington, D. C.

A.-Stateinent of contracts entered into by the ,~u1·veyor-general of Oregon for surveys of
pnblic lands payable from, the general appropriation of $GO,OOO made by act of Congress
approved .March 3, 1887.

No.

Date.

1887.
Special in- June 10
structions.a
532a ---······ July 15
533a _....•... Oct. 25

]888.
Special in- Feb. 6
structions.a

Name of deputy.

Estimated
liability.

Location and description of the work.

C. M.Foster ···--- Connecting all the surveyed mineral claims
(lode and placer) in and adjacent to the
Rye valley ruining district in Oregon
with tho public surveys.
Robert R. Hays. __ The survey of the subuivisional and meander lines of fractional T. 1 S., R. 11 ,v.,
Willamette meridian, Oregon.
John H. Nial ..... Subdivisional lines necessary to completo
tho smvey of T. 24 S.,Rs.31 and 32 E., Willamette meridian. Exteriors, meanders,
and subdivisions of 'l'. 25 S., R. 32½E,, \Villamette meridian.

$70

S. B. Cathcart . .... Survey to ascertain the area of that part of
lot No. 1. of sec. No. 9, in '.I.'. 26 S., R 14
W., Willamette meridian, Oregon, rnlinqu1shedfrom theCapeAragoLight-House
Rosorvation by executive order dated
July 22, 1887.

20

40

600

--

Total ............................... - .

73

a Survey completed. Plats and transcripts forwarded to the Commissioner General Laud Offico.

B. -State1nent of contl'act entered into by the snrveyor-,17enel'ctl of Oregon for a snn,ey of an
lndian rcscl'vation puyable from the appropriation of $100,000 for su1·veys ancl 1·es1wveys made by act of Co ngress a1J1J1·oved Febraa1·y 8, 18 7.
No.

Dato.

53lci

July 1'.!

~aml'S

of doputie:;.

18 7.

J efferHou D. Fenton and

Hmu11Py S. Malonf'y.

E!iliniat d
liabilities.

Location and description of the work.

I Thotownship
Hurvoy ao<l resurvey of starular(l a1Hl
li11es forming
r10rth,
tl10

1-$~, !JOO

1;011tli,

au(] WPllt houndari<'i-,of tho Grnurle Ronde,
Imlif111 Rescr\'ation, lol'll tell in 'l's. 5 aml fi
S., RH. 7 and 8 W., W1lla1tetto me? idian,
Oregon. 'l ho resurvey or all stan<lard,
townHhip. anrl s ctiou lines l1eretoforn
1111rn·y(:d in th said 1e8erYatic11, ancl tlu~
Hurvcy of suhcliviHioual lines to f'mbraco
arldiLional f!cctions that may 1> rlosir<'ll,
tog thor with subclivi1-Jional lines subdivirliut.?: into 40-acro tract!! snch sections as
rnay b · n·quired for allotments.

I

2,900
4

Utr

Y ulllpl t d. Plat anrl tran

ri11

tia0:11nittcd to Commi ionor Genoral Land Office.
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C.-Eatimate ofJunita required for the su1·veying ,ervice in Oregon for the fiscal yea1· end-/
ing June 30, 1890.
It.ems.

j

Total.

SURVEY!!!,

For running, measuring, and marking standarll parallel lines .....•..............
Township lines., •••••..........•....•....•.••.••...•...•.•••.••••••••••.•••.••...
Subdivis1onal and meander lines ..•...••••.•••••.•••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••.•..

$2,060
8,000
20,000
$30,000

SALARIES,

For salary (If surveyor-general . • ...• -••••••..••••.•••.•••.•••••••••.••••••.•••••.
For salaries of clerks ..•...•......••...•.....•..••...•.•••••••••••••.•••.•••••••••

2,500
4,500
7,000

CON'rINGENT EXPENSES,

For pay of messenger .•.•••......•...••....••..• ;: .............................. .
For purchase of stationery and other _incidental expenses ....................... .

600
900

Total e11timate for service .................. ;···-···············-··· ···· ........ ..

1,500
38,500

REPORT OF SURVEYOR-GENERAL OF UTAH.

UNITED STATES SURVEYOR-GENERAL'S OFFICE,

Salt Lake City, Utah, Ju,ly 23, 1888.
I have the honor to submit herewith in duplicate the annual report of the United
Rtates surveyor-general's office for the district of Utah for the fiscal year ending June
:iO, 1R88, accompanied by the following tabular statement, ,fa:
A.-Statement showing condition of resurveys of public lands returned and approved during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1888.
B.-Statement showing condition of surveys of public lands under regular approt1riation returned and approved during the fiscal year ending June 30, 181'.!8.
C.-Statement showing condition of surveys of public lands surveyed under repayments made by the Uentral Pacific Railroad Company returned and approved during
•he fiscal year ending June 30, 1888.
D.-Statement showing condition of surveys of public lands surveyed under "deposits b~· individuals" returned and approved during the fiscal year ending June ao,
1888.
}~.-Statement showing number of townships, extent of mileage, and character of
soil surveyed under "deposits by individuals," and approved during fiscal year ending
June 30, 1886.
F.-Statement showing number of townships, extent of milea~e, and character of
soil surveyed under repayments made by the Central Pacific Railroad Coll).pany, returned and approved during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1888.
G.-Statementshowing number of townships, extent of mileage, and character of soil
surveyed under regular appropriation for survey of public lands, returned and approved during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1888.
H.-Recapitulation of extent of surveys executed and approved and statement of
number of acres surveyed during fiscal year ending June 30, 1888.
r.-Statement showing contracts returned prior to June 30, 1888, but not yet ap.
proved by the surveyor-general.
J.-Statement showing contracts the :field-notes of which are not. yet returned to
this office.
K.-Recapitulation of number of miles surveyed and returned to this office prior to
June 30, 1888, but not yet approved, and number of miles included in contracts the
field-notes of which have not yet been returned to this office.
The above statements show that the total surveyed, returned, and approved was
1,581 miles 64 chains 90 links; total surveyed and returned but not yet approved,
1_,807 miles; total included in contracts not yet returned, 1,468 miles 51 chains 95
lmks, making a. grand total of 4,857 miles 36 cha.ins t:l5 links.
The number of acres of public lands surveyed up to June 30, 1887, was 11,711,118.01;
number of acres surveyed during fiscal year ending June ::JO, 1888, 369,323.80, making
a grand total of 12,080,441.8l acres surveyed up to June 30, 1888.
Contracts Nos. 152 and 15:l, dated Jnne 28, 1886, Augustus D. Ferron, estimated
·o t 3,9 1.24, and contractNo.160, dated May 31 1886, Robert and Jos. Gorlinski, estimat d cost 2,492.25, have been annulled by tne honorable Uommissioner and the
r _pective amounts lap ed into the_ United tates treasury. The number of townhip plat made a~d approved durrng the fiscal year en cling June 30, 1888, wa8 38;
nu b r of townsh~p pkl.t made but no~ yet approved1 1 . '!'here has also been the
u nal amonnt of m1_scellan_eous draughtmg, etc., ~one rn this department.
The
ntral Pacific Railroad Company deposited on selections 1,945.91 for field
nd 35.10 for office work during the year.
Th re w_ere not any special depo it. by individuals for the survey of public lands.
In h miner l departmenttbedepoa1tsfor office work during the fiscal year amounted
t
,296.
-484
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There were 636 mineral ulats mad e e mbracing 150 lodes, 3 mill sites, and 11 amended
lodes. There were 10 mineral cla ims in the office on June 30, 1888, which were being
examined and worked u p .
I have the honor t o be, most r espectfully,
WILLIAM

Hon.

G.

BOWMAN,

Surveyor-General for Utah.

s. M. STOCKSLAGE R ,

Cormnissioner of General L and Office, Washington, D. C.

A.-Stafornent showing condition of re:mrueys of public lands 1mder approp1·iation for 1·estwvey retu1·ned and app1·oved during the fiBcal yem· ending June 30, 188B.
Contract.

No.

Deputy.

Resurveys.

Edmund Wilkes
and C h a r 1 e s S.
Betts. a

To~nshil lines, west boundary, T.
13 N., • JO W.; west boundary,
T. 13 N., R . 11 W.
Subdivision lines, T. 13 N., R. 10
and 11 W.

Extent.

Rate.

Vost.

M. c. l.
3 40 00

$6.90

$24.15

29 02 28

4.90

]42. 24

Date.

139

1886.
June 24

32 42 28
143 June 24

Edward W. Koeber b Meridian lines, through T.11 N., R.
SW.
.
Township lines, west boundary, T.
9 N!f R. 7 W. ; south boundary, T.
10 ., R. 7 W . ; north and west
boundaries, T. 11 N., R. 7 W.;
north and south boundaries, T.11
N., R. 8 W.; west boundary, T.12
N., R. 6 W.; nor·th and west
boundaries, '.r. 13 N., R. 6 W.;
north boundary, T.13 N., R. 7 W.;
north boundary, '.l'. 13 N., R. 8 W.;
north boundary, T. 14:N., R. 6 W.;
north boundary, T.14 N., R. 7 W.:
east boundary, T. 14- N., R. 8 W.
Standard lines, third standard parallel north Rs. 6 and 7 W.
Subdivisioni"ines, Ts. 9, 10, and 11 N.,
R. 7 W.; T. llN., Rs. 8and9W.;
T.12 N., Rs. 6, 7,and 8 W.; T.13
N., Rs. 6, 7, 8, and 9 W. ; T. 14 N.,
Rs. 6, 7, and 8 W.; T . 15 N., Rs. 7
and 8W.
Connecting lines, Ts. 9 and 10 N., R.
7 W.: 'r. llN., R.SW.; T. 12 N.,
R. 8 W. ; T. 15 N ., Rs. 7 and 8 W.

--....... 166. 39

51 50

8.64

5.56

56 53 21

6. 00

339. 99

8.64

55. 30

6 32 00
256 46 79

2 57 13

323 00 63

a Amount of contract, $171.15 ; cost, $166.39; excess, $4. 76.
b Amount of contract, $1,612.30; cost, $1,578.07; excess, $M,23.

4. 54 1,164.90

4.54

12. 32

....... 1,578.07
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B.-Statement showing condition of s-urveys of public lands under regular appropriatiot
returned and approved during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1888.
Contract.
No.
140

Deputy.

Surveys.

Edmund Wilkes
and Charles S.
Betts. a

Meridian lineA, Ts. 7 and 8 N ., R. 12
W.
Township lines, north and west
boundary, T. 7 N ., R. 10 W.;
north, south, and west boundary,
T. 7 N ., R. 11 W.; north and south
boundary, T. 7N., R.12W.; west
boundary T. 8 N., Rs. 10 and 11
W.; north and west bounda1l, T.
9.N., R. 11 vV.; north boun ary,
T. 9N., R 12 W.; notth and west
boundary, T. 10 N., R. 11 W.;
west boundary, T. 13 N., R. 10
W.; west boundary, T. 13 N., R.
11 W.; west boundary, T. 15 N.,
R. 11 w. '
Subdivision lines, 'l'. 7 N., Rs.10, 11,
and 12 W.; T. 8 N., Rs. 10, 11, and
12 W.; T. 9 N., Rs. 11 and 12 W.;
'1'.10 N., Rs. 11 an<.112 W.; T. 11 N.,
Rs. JO and 11 W.; T. 13 N ., Rs. 10
and 11 W. ; T. 15 N., R 11 W.
Meander lines, T. 7 N., Rs. 10 and 11
W.; T. 8N., Rs. lOand 11 W.; T. 9
· N., R.11 W.; T. lON.,R.11 W.;
T. 11 N., Rs. 10 and 11 W.

Rate.

Coat.

12 00 00

$8.00

$106. 80

71 51 82

6.90

494.37

Extent.

Date.
1886.
June 24

-

M. c. l.

490 03 00

51 76 44

625 51 26
lH

June 24 Edward W.Koeber. b Standard lines, third standard parallel north, R. 6 W.
Township Hnes, west bounclary, 12
N ., R. 6W. ; north and west boundary, T. 13 N., R. 6 W.; north
boundary, T. 13 N., R. 7 W.
Subdivision lines, T. lON., R. 7 W.;
Ts.I2andl3N.,R.6W.; T.13N ..
R. 7W.
Connecting lines, T. 12 N., R. 6 W ..

-

-

4.90 2,401.18

8.90

462.40

--····· 3,464.75

4 06 57

8.64

35. 27

7 48 16

6. 00

45.61

71 07 31

4. 54

322. 75

2 OB

4. 54

.12

82 64. 07 ........

403. 75

a Amount of contract, $3,746.18; cost, $3,464.75; excess, $281..'8.
b Amount of oontract, '491.57 ; cost, $403. 75; exoesa, W,82.
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C.-Statement showing condition of suri·eys of public land s~9'V&!Jed irnder repay1n~rits made
by the Central Pacific Railroad Company 1·etu1"ned and approufd dnring the jiscal year
end-ing June 30, 1888.
Contract.
Deputy.
No.

Surveys.

Extent.

Date.

Rate.

Cost.

------

1886.
145 June 24 Edward W. Koeber. a Meridian lines, T. 11 N., R. 8 W .....
Standard linos, third standard parallel north, R. 7 W.
Township lmes, south boundary, T.
11 N., R. 8 W.; north and east
bounclar_,, 'r. 13N., R. SvV.; north
and west boundary, T. 14 N., R.
6 W.; north boundary, T. 14 N.,
R. 7 ,v.; east boundar_y, T. 14 N.,
R; 8 W. ; east boundary, '.l.'. 15 N .,
R.8W .
.Subdivision lines, T. 9 N., Rs. 7and 8
W.; T. 10 N., R. 8 W.; T. 11 .N.,
Rs. 7, 8, an<l 9 W.; T. 12 N., Rs. 7
and 8 W. ; T. 13 N., Rs. Sand 9 W. ;
T. 14 N., :Rs. 6, 7, and 8 vV.; T. 15
N., Rs. 7 and 8 W.
Meander lines, 'l'. 0 N .. Rs. 7 and 8
W.; T. ION., R. 8 W.; T. llN.,
Rs. 8 and 9 W.
Connecting lines, T. 9 N., R. 7 W.;
'.I'. 15 N., Rs. 7 and 8 W.

M.

C.

l.

1 50
42 00

$8. 6-!
8.61

$0.16

2_5 08 60

6. 00

150. 64

221 77 06

4. 54

4. 54 1,007.71

31 70 59

8. 64

275. 46

3 54 37

4.54

16. 71

283 14 12

·--···· 1,455.22

a .Amount of contract, $1,557.18; cost, $1,455.22; excess, $101.96.

D.-~ta~e1?ient shoi~ing condition of suri,eys of public lands su1·veyed under "deposits by
individu,als" retu1·ned and approved diiring the fiscal year ending June 30, 1888.
Contract.
No.

Deputy.

Surveys.

Sbadrach M. Richanlson.a

Standard lines, second standard parallel south, R. 2 W. High rate.
Township lines, north, east, and
west boundary, T. 10 S., R. 2 W.
High rate.
Township lines. Low rates . ... •.•.
Subdivision lines, T. 10 S., R. 2 W.;
T. 27 S., R. 15 W.; T. 38 S., R. 7
W. ; '.l.'. 39 S., R. 7 W. High rates.
Subdivision lines. Low rates .... . ...
Connecting lines, T. 10 N., R. 2 W ..

Extent.

Rate.

Cost.

Date.

135

1885.
Apr. 16

M. c. l.
6 68 50 $13. 00

18 10 50
43 00
204 43 03
2 17 56
2 49 95
234 72 54

• Cost of survey, $1,748.30; deposits, $1,680.28; deftoienoy, $68.02.

11.00

$89.1 3

199.44

7. 00
3. 76
7. 00 1,431. 75
5. 00
5. 00

11.09
13.12

........ 1,748.30

E.-Sltlltm111t

ahou·ing ,wmber of townships, extent of mileage, and chamcte)' of soil su.r veyed unde)' deposit by individuals and approved during the fiscal
year ending June 30, 1888.

No.

Dt·.~cription.

-

I
Section.

Mei icli~u. , Standa1d. j Township.

I

.ill. C. l. 11)1. C. l.
JI. C. l.
l 1'. 10 $., R. 2W. . . . ......
6 68 50
18 53 50
:.l ,T.27$.,R.J5W., ....• • ...... ... .......... ..... .
3 T.388.,R.7,V ...... ............. ..... ........ .
T. 30S., R. 7 W ..•.. ... ...... ...•.. . .•.........

- - - <l68501

18 53 50

M.c.
64 64
22 00
60 (,2
60 03

l. M.c. l. I M.c. l. j
2 49 95
49
50 . .. ... .... . . . . . . . . . .
14 . • • . • • . . . . . . . • • • . . . .
46 . ...................
1

IS, 374.16

I .m.mera
-.,·
l
.

I 3,840.00

~

0

O..,;

Date of survey.

I

Connec· A.gricult·
M ean d er. Ition
lines.
ural.

.

~

Character andamountof area.

Am ount of survey.

Deputy.

Total
acres.

~

00

oo;

::l

t ~ ~

..... "'

0

,-:,

~

<11

~

~

"d:
0

~·
t-3.

I·........................ ·I· ...

17, 214.16 . .. . . • •••• •• ••••••. •• . . . . S. H. Richardson. .
4, 68~. Oo . •••••••• · 4, 680. 00
do •••.•..... . . . ,
23. 040. 00 . . • . . • . . . . 23, 045. 00 . • • . . • • • • • . • • • • • . • • . • • . • • • . •. . do . . • . . . . . . . . . .
23,047.00 .. •....... 23,047. 00 ...........•.••.••••••.· . .. ... . do .•...•..••...

I

135
13~

l 80
135

J

+
+

0

r:tj

8

o:1

I 206 60 69 i·........ ·I 2 49 95 1 64, 146.16 I 3, 840. 00 I 67, 986. 16

t_rj_

00

1;,.-Stateme11t showing

1111mbfl'

of to1rnships, exte-nt of rnileage, and character of soil s_1i1·veyed under repayments made by the Cent1·al Pacific Railr oad
Company returned and approved during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1888.

t_rj

0
~
t;:j

t-3.

1
2
3
(
5
6
7
8
0

10
11
12
13
14
15

T. 0 N., R. 7 W .
T. 9N., R.8 W.
T. ION.,R. SW.
T. llN.,R. 7W.
T. UN., R. SW.
T.llN.,R.OW.
T.12N.,R.7W.
T.12N., R. 8 W.
T.13N.,R.8W.
T.13N., R.9W.
T 14N.,R.6W.
T.14N.,R. 7W.
T. UN.,R.8W.
T.15N.,R.7W.
T.15N., R. 8W.

...... . .... ······ -- -1 50

-----··--·

42 00

.. ···· 1

--·-·-··· -....... .........
·---- ---·
--·
1 45

·----·----··
············1
-. - .... - .

--

7 78 60

····;·;;-75·1
3 38 10
3 68 00
1 20 70

-1 50

....... .........
42 00

25

os 60

8
20
35
5

03 GO
-H 3t
77 63
,18 23
10 50
J!. 97
26 00
7 4 l 60
51 72 38
4 Ol 26
31 06 89
35 10 37
5 33 91
'i 33 93
8 01 46

I 221 77 06

3,052.36
7,990.46
·-- ·- -·-- - 13,222.90
·· ···· --· · 2,480.00
·------·-··
·---·
461. 81
8 37 00
409 00
7 10 00
.. .. .. .... ·--·- --- -435. 35
2,401.23
-- · -- ---- ---------- 18,652.25
·····----- ---------· 1,280.75
12, 228.47
·--·----·- ----·---··
· ····· ·--· .............. 14,147.68
---· ······ .......... ... 2,840.70
...... ...... 1 32 70 2, \122. 20
54 54
2,785.61
·-----·-·30 00
7 70 59
8 03 00

14713

---·-----

31 70 59

3 5.Jc 37

85,310.77

···············--··

..........

······
·---.
...........
..............

····-----.............
·----·····
.. ....... .....
.. ..........

----······
.......
....
............ .

···-·· ·- -·

·-·-···--·

3,062.36 Mar. 11 to 16, 1887 ..•.•.. Edward W. Koeber
7,990.46 Mar.17to21, 1887- ...... .••. do ••• • ••...•...
13,222.90 Mar. 5 and 9, 1887 •..... .••. do ••.••• • .•.••.
2,480.00 Mar. 2 to 4, 1887 ......... .....do •••••........
461. 81 Feb. 22 to 26, 1887 ....•.. ..• .do .•••.. . . .. .. .
409. 00 Feb. 26toMar. 2, 1887 •. .... do .•.•....... ..
435. 35 Mar. 22t0Ap1·. 1, 1887 ... .•.. do •.•••....... .
2,401.23 Apr. 2 to 6, 1887 •••. ... .•.. do .............
18,662.25 Apr.12toMay9, 1887 ... ..•. do •..•••..••.•.
1,280.75 May 10 to 12, 1887 ...•... ..•. do .••••...... ..
l, 228.47 May 16 to 24, 1887 ...•... ..•. do .•••••..•.•..
14,147.68 May 17 to June 1, 1887 .. .••. do ..••.••.••...
2,840.70 May 13 to June 8, 1887 .. ..•. do ..•• •• • .•• ••.
2,922.20 June 3 to 6, 1887 .••• ...•. .••. do .•••••• ••• ...
2,785.61 May 9 to 10, 1887 .••..••. . ••. do .••••••.•••..
85,310.77

145
145
145
145
145
145
145
145
145
145
145
145
145
145
145

I+

;i:.~

~

+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+

0

r:tj

8

::It
t_rj

I-+

8

t,j

0

;:tt

G.-Statement showing nimiber of townships, extent of rnileage, and character of soil sw·veyed under re_qula1· appropriation for survey of public lands
retur·n ed and approved du1·ing the fiscal year ending June 30, 1888.
1

2
3
4
5
6

7
8

9
10
11
12
13
14
15

IT.7N., R. lOW. . --· ...... ..........
T.7N.,R.ll W.
T. 7N., R.12 W.
T. SN., R.10 W.
T.SN.,R.11 W.
T.8N.,R.12W.
T.9N., R.llW.
T. ON., R. 12W.
T.lON., R. llW.
T. lON., R. 12W.
T. llN., R. lOW.
T. UN.,R.llW.
T.13N., R. 10W.
T. 13N., R. 11 W.
T. 15N., R. 11 W.

6 00 00
6 00 00

...........

H47 80
15
12
3
6

---·······

40
00
63
01

60
00
50
00

8 50 30
6 00 00
8 28 20

.............
··-··· ··- ...
4 40 00
-1 00 00
1 20 42

•••••••••·

1 IT.10N.,R.7W.I.

2 T.12N.,R.6W..
8 T.13N.,R.6W..
, T.13N., R. 7W..~

715182

•••••••••· .•••••..•.••
.•••••....
10310
4 06 57
4 19 06
..........
2 26 00

7 11 10

4 27 30

490 03 00

.............. --------··
........ --.
4 70 60 . , ...........
2 32 40

..............
6

7 48 16

65 54

.................
6 15 16

--------··
---------............

---------...........

............ ............
10 46 10 ............
7 08 24 ............

-·
···------· -.........
...........
... -- ---............ ----------

----······

1,226.37

15,557.79
.
23,021.62
1,965.43 . ............
22,313.85 . ..........
23,063.16 ............
13,390.03 . ..........
23,016.60 ---··-····
9,162.77
22,938.34 ...........
2,368.14 . ...........
13,588.04 . ...........
7,696.88
3. 603. 48
4,836.00

15, 55-7. 79
23,021.62
1,065.43
22,313.85
23,063.16
13,309 03
23,016.60
9, rn2. 77
22,038.34
2,368.14
13,588.04
7,696.88
3,603.48
<i, 836. 00

1, 226137

------.
-·--------·

·--------·

·······--·
····------

-----·····

2 10 891 .••••••••• I..•..•... · 1 2, 046. 72
34 66 84 • • ••••••••
2 03 12,515.55
23 71 35
9,340.78
9 38 23 . •• • •••••• .•• • •• • • • . 4, 366..32

··········!···· ......

71 07 31

Aug. 6 to 30, 1886 ..•..•.. EdmundWilkes ancl
Charles S. Betts.
Aug. 23 to 28, 1886 .••••• .... do .•••••..••••.
Aug. 16 to 21, 1886 .••••. .... clo •••••••••••..
Sept. 6 to 14, 1886 ..•••.. .... do ••••••••••••.
Sept. 1 to 10, 1886 ....... .... do ••••••••••••.
Aug. 14 to Sept.14, 1886 . .•.. do •••••••••••..
Sept. 16 to 27, 1886 .•••.. .••. do ••••••••••••.
Sept. 15 to 21, 1886 ...•. .••. do ••••••••••••.
Sept 28 to Oct. 4, 1886 .. . ••. do ••••••••••••.
Sept. 29 to Oct. 1, 1886- .. .... do •••••••••••••
Oct. 8 and 9, 1886 ..••••. .••. do .••••••••••..
Oct 5 to 7, 1888 ........ . .. . do .............
Oct. 12 and 15, 1886 .••••..••. do • • • • • . • • • • • • •
Oct. 6 and 11, 1886 .•••••.•••. do .••••• •• ••• • •
Oct. 8 and 9, 1886 .......... .. do .•.••.. ......

140
140
140
140
140
140
140
140
140
140
140
140
140
140
140

I+
"'tt

C1

I 5176 441 .......... 1187 757.50 1.•••••.•.. 1187,757.50

1-!-l--------

4 06 57

..........

6 67 30

41 13 10
59 79 69
4 13 80
59 19 57
60 04 96
38 46 13
59 79 29
23 71 07
59 74 91
4 66 30
35 39 38
21 02 87
5 01 07
12 23 56

2,046.721
12,515.55
93 440. 78
4, 366. 32

1---1----1---1---2

oa

I 28,269.37

1·· .•••.... 128,269.37

~

Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Apr.

2 to 4, 1887 •••••••. IEdward W. Koeberl
24 to 31, 1887 ........... do ••• • •• • •••••.
23 to A.pr. 21, 1887 _ .••. do •••••••••••••
8 to 28, 1887 •••••••..••. do ••••••• •••••.

1441
144
144
144

+
+
+

+

t""

1-1

a

t""

>

zt::l

!ti

~

er.

e.c:
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H.-RECAPITULATION.

Total n11,mber of miles su1·veyed and approved during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1888.
Standard.

Township.

Section.

Meanderi;. Connecting
lines.

M. e. Z.
Regular appropriation .. •...
12 00 00
Resurvey appropriation ....
51 50
Ventral Pacific Railroad repayments....... . .........
1 50
Deposits by individuals .••..•••••......

M. c. l.
4 06 57
6 32 00

M. C. l.
79 19 98
20 13 21

M. c. l.
561 10 31
285 49 07

M. c. l.
51 76 44

M. c. l.
2 03
2 57 13

42 00
6 68 50

25 08 60
18 53 50

221 77 06
206 60 G9

31 70 59

3 54 37
2 49 95

12 53 00

17 49 07

183 15 29 1,275 37 03

83 67 03

Fund.

Meridian,

1-----l·- - - - -1- - - ---1-----1-- · - - - - -

9 03 48

Measurement.
M. c. l.
12 53 00
17 49 07

Meridian..............................................................................
Standard. • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • . . • . . . . . . • • • • • . • • • • • . • • • . . • . . . . . . • . • • • . • • • • . . • . . . • . . • . . . . • . .

ii;,i~~~i~------.-.-.-::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::.
:::::: :::::: :::::: :::: :: :::::: ::::::
Meanders ..•.•..•••••••••••.•••.•.•••••.•.••. ::. . . . . • • • • • . . • • • . . • • • . . • • • • • . • • . . . . • . . . .
Connecting lines . . • • • • • • • • • • • ••• • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • • . • • • • . • • . •• • • • . . • • . • • . . . .
Total. •••••••••••••••••••••••• " • • • • • . • • . . • • • • . • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • . . . . • • .

1,

i~~ ~~

~:

83 67 03
!J 03 48

------1, 581 64 90

Number of acres surveyed under reirular appropriation ...........•. . .•.....•••..•....•.
Number of acres surveyed under repayments by Central Pacific Railroad . .••..•..••..••
N11mber of acres surveyed under deposits by individuals •••••••••••••.••• ••.•• ••.•••.••

216,026.87
85,310.77
67,986.16
369,323.80

Total number of acres surveyed up to J" une 30, 1887 ....•.........•...••....•.•••........ 11, 711, 11~. 01
Total number of acres surveyed during year ending Ju-ce 30, 1888. .••• •• ••••••. •. • • . . . • .
369,323.80
Total number of acres surveyed up

ro June 30, 1888 .••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

12,080,441.81

!.-Statement showing contmcts returned prior to June 30, 1888, but not yet approved by
the surveyor-gene1·al.
Contract.
Deputy.

Fund payable fromNo.

Otto E. Salomon .....

Ilenry Fit1.lrngb .....

At thur F. Benson ...

M. c. l.

1886.

Estimated
cost.

Apf:3tiation for resurvey of public

60 40 00

$3U. 75

155 .. do .... . Repayments made by Union Pacific

291 40 00

1,430.50

Railroad Company.
.ay:r;3riation for resurvey of public

266 40 00

1,357.28

142 .. clo ..... Repa_v menls made by Central Pacific

592 00 00

3,003.06

154

141

June 28

.Tune 24

Railroa<l Company.

1887.
156

Mar. 10

1.\ r1prnp1fatiou

lands .

for resurvey of public

157 .. do ..... Ilf'p::n ments ma<le by Central Pacific

Edward W. Koeb r . .

Extent.

Date.

102

·ov. 29

163

• •pt.

]

Railroad Company.
A 11propriation for resurvey of public
lands.
Repavmcnts made by Central Pacific
ltailroad Company.
.

58 00 00

207. 80

260 00 00

1, 140. 'iO

10 00 00

56.00

259 40 00

1,342.50

1,807 00 00

9,062.54

I
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J.-Statement showing contracts the fi eld-notes of which are not yet retu1·ned to th-is o:ffice.
..
Contract.
No.

Date.

Do ............
Robert Gorlinskti .. .

E~wai-d W. Koeber ..

rthur F. Benson .•..

Appropriation for survey of appraised
and relinquished military reservation.
159 .. do .... . ...... do . ..... ....... ...•........ ......
do ...............................
160 .. do .....
]61 .July 9 Repayments made by Central Pacific
Railroad Company.
158

May

3

•

~

•

•

a

1888.

Appropriation for resurvey of public
lands.
165 .. do •.... Repayments made by Central Pacific
Railroad Company.
164

Mar.

z.

M.

1887.

.Edward W. Koeber ..

Estimated
cost.

Extent.

Fund payable from-

Deputy.

8

c.
94 54 95

$475. 65

114 77 00
725 40 00
303 40 00

636. 25
2,492. 2/l
1,277.62

33 40 00

178. 50

193 40 00

1,041. GO

- - -- 6,101.77
-1,465 51 95

K.-REC.A.PI'.J:ULATION.

Number of miles surveyed and returned to this office p1·ior to J,une 30, 1888, but not 11et
approved.
Fund.

Resurvey .............................. .
Repayment/i Central Pacific Railroad .. .
Repayments Union Pacific Railt-oad .•..

Meridian.

Standard.

c. l.
40 00
OQ 00
_00 00

M. c. l.
7 00 00

M.
22
20
·12

54 40 00

3 40 00
10

40

00

Township.
M.
78
114
31

c.
00
00
40

Z.
00
00
00

Section.

Meander.

M.
296
931
231

JJ[. c. l.

c. l.
40 00
40 00
40 00

46 00 00
13 00 00

223 40 00 1, 459 40 00

59 00 00

Measurement.

t{~El}/:- :- :- :- : -: -:_:. -:)(~:~~: :~::;::~:: :~:): : ~:: : : : :i
Total. ............

0

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • - -

• -

M.
54
10
223
1,459
59

C.

40
40
40
40
00

l.
01)
00
00
00

00

1,807 00 00
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REC A.PITULAT ION.

Nu,mber of miles included in contracts the jield-11otes of which have not yvt been relu.rned
to this office.
Fund.

Meridian. b:~~!~f!s Standard. TownRhip.

M. c. l.
M. C. l.
M. c. l.
Military reservations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
4 00 tlO
154 66 95
16 00 00
Repayme11ts Central Pacific Railroad...
2-l (0 00 . • . . . . . . .. . . .
4 00 00
Resurvey ••••••....••....•.....•..••....................... . . . .......... :_· ..
28 00 00

154 66 95

20 00 00

M.
115
49
5

c.
60
00
40

l.
00
00
00

170 20 00

Section.
.A[. c. l.
644 45 00
423 00 00
28 00 00
1, 095 45 00

Measurement.

Meridian ..•......•••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••......••..••.•.....•.•....
Military boundaries ...••••••••••.•••....••.•...••••..••••.......•...•••••...••........
Standard ............••••..•.•••.•.. _.................................. . .. . . . ........ ..
i:~~hip ••••..•••••••••.•..•.••...•.••..••••.••.•••.•••.••••..•••••. •· ····•··········
Total .........••..•••••••••••.•••......•••..•.............••..••..••.••..........

M.
28
154
20
170
1~095

C,

00
66
00
20
,5

z.

00
95
00
00
00

1,468 51 95

REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR-GENERAL OF WASHINGTON TERRITORY.

UNITED STA.TES SURVEYOR-GENERAL'S OFFICE,

Olympia, July 16, 1888.
Pursuant to instructions contained in your letter "E," dated May I, 1888, I have
the honor to submit herewith in duplicate my annual report of surveying operations
in this dis~rict for the fiscal year ending June 30, 188d, accompanied by tabular statements A, B, and C.
·
These statements show the total number of miles surveyed during the last fiscal
year, as follows:
Measurement.

Miles.

1

Oh.
71. 69
6. 83
15.41
67.50

799

6.67

lll5
633

•8

Total. ......................... ................................................. .

Number of acres surveyed . . . . . .. . ... . ... ...... .. . .. . .••. .•..•.•..••. ••. .... .. . . ... . . . . .. 238,857.65
~umber of townships subdivided............................................... . . .. . .. . .
11
rumbe1· of township plats made...........................................................
35

In addition to matters set forth in said statements I have the honor to further submit that the aggregate amount of special deposits received under sections 2401, 2402,
and 2403, Revised Statutes, is for field work $300; office work, $100; total, $400. The
sa~e being applied on a contract awarded the present fiscal year. No deposits by
railroads for cost of surveying selected lands have been received.
In aggregate there has been received as deposits for the survey of mineral claimfi
by the office $350. '
The surveys of two mineral claims have been approved. Eight mineral plats have
been made.
This office has furnished transcripts of field-notes to the General Land Office aggregating 1,~94 folios; transcripts of field-notes to special agents et al. aggregating
5a~ folioR; descriptive lists of corners, soil, etc., to local Jand offices, for 6;38 townships, and 21 tracings to special ageuts and deputy surveyors, and copied in books of
record as required; official letters, 1,213 folios.
Respectfully submitted.
·
J.
Hon.

s. M. STOCKSLAGER,

CABELL BRECKINRIDGE,

United State8 Surveyor-General, Washington Tt1·ritory.

Oom1nisBioner General Land Office, ·Washington; D. 0.
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A.-Statement showing condition of contract8

Contracts.

Name of depnty.

Character and location of work.

Date.

308

Aug. 15, 1884 James L. Mann ......•....•. Exterior and section lines: T. 22, R. 21 E.; T.18, R.

~
22 E.; T. 22, R. 23 E.; T. 23, R. 23 E. (a,).
Special in. A. Bowman................. Hat Island and Saddle Back Island: T. 35, R. 2 E. (b)
structions,
J nl,v 5, 1885.
322 June 26, 1886 A. W. Wisner .•••......•.•.. Exterior, section, and meander lines : T. 27, R. 37 E. ;
T. 27, R. 38 E. ; T. 27, R. 39 ,E. Exterior and sec·
tion lines: T. 28, R. 41 E.; T. 28, R. 42 E.; T. 27,
R. 44 E. ; T. 28, R. 44 E. (c).
825 June 26, 1886, Ignatius A. Navarre .••..•.. East boundar.v, resurvey of west,, section lines and
and special
intersections: T.16, R.18 E. (d).
instruc.
North, south, and east, resurvey of west boundary
aud section lines: T. 23, R. 21 E.
tions of
East boundary, reirnrvey of west-, section and mean·
Jan. 26,
der lines and intersections: T. 24, R. 21 E.
and Feb.
Norlh and west boundaries, section and me:1nder
14, 1887.
lines: 'I'. 27, R. 23 E.
North an1l east boundaries, section and meander
lines: T. 29, R. 25 .E.
North and east boundaries, section and meander
. lines: T. 29, R. 26 E.
No1·th boundary, section and meander lines: T. 29,
R. 27 E.
North aml west boundaries, section and meander
lines: T. 29, R. 28 E.
326 June 26, 1886 Joseph M. Snow ........... . North boundary and section lines: T. 22, R. 22 E. (e).
North boundary aD(l section lines: '£. 23, R. 22 E ...
Section lineR and intersections: 'I'. 24, R. ~2 E. North
and south boundaries, section and meander lines:
'I'. 27, R. 22 E.
Special in· ...... do .....•••........•.•.. Resurvey of east boundary and intersections: T.
struction s
26, R,21 E.
of Mar. 7,

1887.
327

Jun,i 26, 1886 Ignatius A. Navarre ........ Resurvey of east boundary: T. 27, R. 21 E. North
boundary and section lines: T. 25, R. ~2 E. (d).
Section and meander lines : 'I'. 26, R. 22 E .... .....••
Total. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .......... ... ...... ................ ................ .

a · u rveys reJerted by Commissioner of the General Land Office and remainder of contract canceled,
See letter dateu .b'ebruary 16, 1888.
b No returns.
c Piehl work completed; deputy preparin1 note..
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not closed at datB of last annual rf!port.
Plats made.

Township.

Total.

Section.

.

M. c. l.

M. e. l.

M.- c. l.

M. c. l.

Estimated
liabilities:

Acres.

M. c. l.

.. . . . . .. .. . . ...... -..... -. - - . -. . .... -.. .. .. - ..... -. . . . . .. ---. . .. . . .. . . . ....... --. . . . - . . .. -. . --. . .. -.
············ .................... ------ .................... . .............................................. .

$5,000

..... ................. ....... . ..............................................................................

2,300

11 74

ee

55 13

..................

72 04 65

22,623.92

····- . - . ... -..

84 04 40

23,048.70

8 34 'ii

82 52 46

23,207. 50

09 32

15 22 30

87 32 22

21, 88g, 55

4-1. 46 58

5 56 42

55 73 50

17, p7. 35

63 7l'i 55

18,724.40

1

3 ........... .

1

8 ........... .

1

1

3 ······ · · ····

1

1

1,460
3 ........... .

24 00 90

60 03 50 . . . .

........

GO 76 24

58 57

12 00 60

co

8 22 64

5 35 65

50 18 26

6 00 03
11 79 80

60 06

23 50

66 29 53

23,053.93

59 70 20

35 75

72 3! 75

23,021.43

3 ........... .

1

1

····ii·,;s·aii· ···iio·11·G4- :::· ~::::: :::::::::::: ... ilii'iii-ilo· --2a,'oii:6i .. i
5 57 80 .. . . .. • . . . .. . .. • .. . . . . . .. . .. .. .. . .
-.... ..... -- .

5 68 75

59 32 97

·····-- · ··-· 1

58 22 26

!

G33 06 83

113 76 93

4, G25

3

5!) 34 06

12 42 00

5 50 50

1

45

33 80 .. • • • . . • • • • •

.............. .................
12 47 04

--- -48 15 4-1

1 67 50

1

3 .......... ..

1

3 . .......... .

1

3 ············

5 57 80 . .. .. • .. .. .. )
6 33 80 ............

j

1 .•..

2 .••..••...•.

l

65 21 72

·22, 641. 09

1

1

3

729

70 69 80

21, 50~. 26

1

1

l

8

..................

799 06 67

239,857.65

12

12

11

85

14, 15G

d Sarveya under this contract accept,ed by the Commissioner July 3, 1888.

cl!'ield work completed for tne remainder of this contract and deputy preparing notea.
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B.-Statement showing contracla 1'it du1·ing fiscal year ending Jwne 30, 1888, payab!e
from special deposUs.
Contracts.
Name of deputy.
No.

Da~e.

328

Dec. 1, 1887, and
special instrncti!.ms of May 3,
1888.

I

I

Character and location of work.

James T. Berry" ..•....... East and west boundaries, section
antl meander lines. intersections
and r etracement of south boundary, T. 32, R. 37 E. North, east,,
and west boundaries, section and
meander lines, T. 33, R. 37 E.
North, east, and west boundaries,
section and meander lines, T. 34,
R. 37 E. Meander lines, extension of the eighth standard parallel, north, tnrough ranges 37
and 38; T. 35, R. 37 E.

Estimated
liability.

$1, 38'
\

I

* Field work nearly completed.
U.-Statenient Bhowing contracts let during fiscal year ending June 30, 1888, under the
general appropriation.
Contracts.
No.

329

Date.

Special
instruclions.

Name of deputy.

Character and location of work.

ERtimatecl
liability.

---]887.
Dec. 1

1~88.
May 3
June 7

James T. Beny (a) ...... . East and west boundaries, section
lin es and 1 etracement of north
boundary, T. 35, R. 37 E.
.
Alexander L. Coffey (b) .•. Extension oflinesofpublic survey·
over land clairued b.v Peter
Meyer within meandered lines of
Sylvan lake, T. 21, R. 34 E •
.

a Field work nearly completed.
b No returns.

$287

,o

REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR-GENERAL OF WYOMING.
UNITED STATES SURVEYOR-GENERAL'S OFFICE,

Cheyenne, Wyoming, June 30, 1888.
In compliance with the instructions contained in your circular letter of May 1,
1888, initial" E," I have the honor to submit herewith my annual report in duplicate of the surveying operations in the district of Wyoming for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1888, with tabular statements as follows, viz:
A.-Statement of surveys of mineral claims platted and transcribed.
B.-Statement of deposits made by individuals for office work on mineral surTeys.
REGULAR APPROPRIATION.

No appropriation available this year.
SPECIAL DEPOSITS.

No special deposits for public surveys this year.
AGGREGATE OF WORK DONE DURING THE FISCAL YE.All.

Wol'k done under special instructions of October 11, 1886, in survey of the Fort
Fetterman hay reservation; under contract of March 17, 1887, for tbe survey of the
Fort ]!etterman military reservation, and the Old and New Fort Fetterman wood resery~t1ons, and u~der contract of April 13, 1887, for the survey of Fort ~"'red. Steele
military reservation.
·Measurement.

~otal number of acres in reservations....................................... ............... 66,113.76
tumber of plats and diagrams made ,.......................................................
Number of transcri~ts of field-notes . ... • . . . • . . • •. . •• • •• . . •. . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
I
82
umbtlr of descriptive lists made .........••••• ·-··· .••...•.. ·-··· ..•••• ••••.. •....••..•

,a

Very respectfully,
JOHN CHARLES THOMPSON, .

U. S. Surve11or-Gener•l.
Hon. s. M. STOCKSLAGER,
Commieeioner of the General Land O~, Wa,htngtmJ, D. O.
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A.-Statement of surveys of mineral claims platted and transcribed.

Survey.
Snrveyer.

No.

~~t.

63
64

3

Name of claim.

Date of
United States
register'11 re·
ceipt.

CharlesBellamy .•.....•........•. Yankee Jack Lode . .••.•...•.•.•.• ~ . . ... July 26,1887

3 .•..•• do . . .• . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. .... .. Carbonate Lode .........•..•............ Aug. 10, 1887
3 .••••. do ...........•............... Wicked.Slope Lode ..•.•..... ......••••• July 27, 1887
3 .•.••• do . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Amethyst Lode........................ . Aug. 15, 1887

65

66

B.-Statement of deposits made by individuals for office work on mineral surveys.

Date.

1888.

June Jl

Depositor·

.A.dam Kuhn ...•......
.:...• do •••....•..•....
...•.. do .... .••. .......
.••••. do ......•..•.....
.••••• do ..•....•...••••
...•.. do .....•.•...•.••
...... do .............. .

Where deposited.

1428 Union National Bank, Salt Lake City ........... .
1429 . ••••• do .•......••••••..•...............•........ .
1430 . ...•. do ..........•...•....•••.•••••.•..•..••.....
1431 ...... do ...•••..•••• .....•.•••••.• •• .....•..••••..
1432 . ..•.. do .•••••.•••.••..• •..•••••.•.•.• ••••••.•..•.
1433 .•.••. do ..••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••.....••••••
1434 •••••• do ••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••..••••..••••.

Amount.

$30. 00
30. 00
30.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
30.0i

I
I

REPORTS TO CONGRESS ON BILLS.
The following are among the most important reports made by the Commissioner o-f
,.he General Land Office to Congress during the year, omitted from the body of the
report:
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, GENERAL LAND OFFICE,

Washington, D. C., January 25, 1888.
Sm: Senate resolution of J~n. 11, 1888, received by departmental reference for report and herewith returned, calls for a statement of th~ number of acres of public
land granted by the United States Government to the States to which grants ofland
have been made for school purposes by States, and also a statement of the number of
acres that would be necessary to place States which have never received such grants
upon an equal footing with the States to which such grants have been made. Grants
of land have been made to all the public-land States and Territories, for seminaries
oflearning and universities, 72 sections being usually the quantity donated to each,
and lands were douated ( or their equivalent in scrip) to all the States by the general
law of July 2, 1862, and supplemental legislation on the basis of 30,000 acres to each
Senator and Representative in Congress.
I conclude, however, from the fact above mentioned that the agricultural college
g~ant was made to all the States, and from the language of the resolution, that it is
directed to ascertainment of the quantity of land that would be required to place
States whiob have never received grants for common schools, commonly called the
'' school" grants, on an equal footing wit.h those which have received such grants,
and therefore this report is confine~ more particularly to statements based on them.
In the early grants for schools one section in each township (the 16th) was set apart
therefo~·; and in the grant made on March 3, 1853 (to California), and the grants
made smce for schools, two sections in each township (the 16th and 36th) were granted
therefor.
. In a number of the grants special provision was made appropriating other lands to
mde!n_nify the respective States for losses of lands in the school sections, and general
])rovlSlons granting ind:emuity are contained in the acts approved May 20, 1826, and
February 26, 1859 (sections2275 and 2276, U. S. R. S.). It will be observ~d by reference to these statutes that where the school sections are fractional, or where they are
w_ant_ing in whole or in part because the townships are fractional, the grant ofindemmty 1s made according to certain principles of adjustment, which, it is held by this
office, apply pro rata according to whether the grant to the particular State is of one
or two sections in each township. It would be a work of very great magnitude to
attem:I?t to ascertain the exact quantity to which each State having received a school
grant is entitled, and therefore the computation bas been mado on the basis of one
section, or two sections, according to the grants, in each full township of 36 sections,
01: :1¾-. or 11g- of the entire area of each State io acres as given in the annual report
of this office for 1886 on pages 253 and 254, as follows :
Statement showing app1·oximately the quantity of land granted for common schools to each
public land State.
Number of acres granted.
State.

Ohio .........•.......•.........•••...•••.••••...••..•.......
Louisiana ........................................... ...... .

Area of State
One sec.
Two sec·
in acres.
tion or one- tions or onethirty-sixth eighteenth
of each
of each
township.
township.

i;!~~~~~::::::::::::: ::::::.:~:::::::: :: :::::: ~ :::::::::::

Alabama ....................................... ... ........ .
Missouri ................................. . ................ .

25,581,976
28,731,090
21,637,760
30,179,840
35, 465,093
82,462,115
41,836,931

710,610
798,086
601 I 049
838,329
985,141
901,725
1,162,137
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Statement showing appr9ximately the quantity of land granted, etc.-Continued.
Number of acres granted.
Area of State
One sec.
in acres.
tion or one·
thirty-sixth
of each
township.

State.

Arkansas .......................................... .. ..... .

M~~~~.::::::::::
:: :: :::::: ::::::::: :: :::::: :::::::::::::
Iowa ...................................................... .
Wisconsin ............................................... .
California. ...•...••.•••.••••••••••••••••••••••..•••..•.•....
Minnesota .••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••.•.•........

i~8fs
a~: :: ::: :::::: ::::::::::: ::: ::: :::::: :::::::::::: ::: :::
Nevada ..•..•...•..........•••••.••....••......•••..•......
0

Nebraska. ................................................ ..
Colorado . . . . . . . . . . . • • • ....................... .. .......... .

33,410,063
36,128,640
37,931,520
35,228,800
34,511,360
100, 992, 640
53,459,840
60,975,360
51,770,240
71,737,600
47,077,359
66,880,000

928,057
1,003,573
1,053,653
978,578
958,649

. .................

---- -- -------·
....................
................
. ..................
. ...................
. .................

Two sec·
tions or oneeighteenth
of each
township.
. ....................
...................
.................
....... . .... . .....
. ..............

5,610,702
2,969,991
3,387,520
2,876,124
*3, 985,422
2,615,408
3,715,556

* Grant of the 16th and 36th sections relinquished, and 2,000,000 acres, to be selected, accepted in
lieu thereof. See act of June 16, 1880, Stat. 21, p. 287.

Statement showing the ai·ea of each of the thirteen original States and the States adrnitted,
having no grants oflandsf<YI' common schools, and also tJiequantities of land that would
be required to place them on equal footing with the States having such grants.
Quantity required in acres.
State.

• Ar~a i:r~!~te

New Hampshire...........................................
Massachusetts . .•• •• . . . . .•• . •• . . . . . • .. .. .• . . •. . . . ••• . . . . . . .
Rhode Island...............................................
Connecticut............................................... .
New York . . . . ...•.. ... . .. . . ... .•..• .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .
NewJersey .................•.••...•..... ..•......... . ....
Pennsylvania. • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Dela.ware...................................................

5,939,200
4,992,000
835, 840
3,040,000
80,080,000
5,324,800
29, 440, 000
1, 356, 800

South Carolina..............................................

21,760, 000

On basis of
one section
out of
thirty-six.

On basis of
two sections
ont of
thirty-six.

164,978
138,667
23, 218
84,444
835,556
147,011
817, 778
37, 689

329,956
277,334
46,436
168,888
1,671,112
295,822
1, 635, 556
75, H78

604,444

l, 208,888

2!J, 184,000
22,400,000
175,587, 840
14,720, ooo

181, 547
810,667
622,222
4,877, 44Q
408,889

303,094
1,621,334
1,244,444
9,754,880
817, 778

Total. .• . . . . • . • . . . . • . • . . . ••• • . . . . • .. . • . • • . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..

13, 237, 334

26,474, 668

~ti~~:~i~~:=::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :i mJ~~ ~!t m d~U~!
i~~~~:ky::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::
:::::: :::::: ;1:6,535,680
m: ~i~
Vermont...................................................
Tennessee..................................................
Maine......................................................
Texas.... ..................................................
West Virginia . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . • . ••. . . . . . •• • . • . . . . . ••• •. . . . .

1
•

m: m r: ~~~: m

1------1------1------

From the above statement it will be observed th:1t wore scl.1001 grants 1Da<l.o to the
tates which have received no grants of lands from the Government for schools on
tl.ie ba is of two sections or square miles in each full township of thirty-six sections
r quare miles, a the overnment lands are surveyed (at the rate of 1,280 acres to
23, 10 ere , or 1-18 of tbeir re pective areas), they would receive 26,474,668 acres, or
a. bo y of land larger than the entire State of Ohio, and this quantity is exclm~ive of
th qnanti y of 10, _10,5 7 acres which would be required to place the States having
n f!Tant f one ct1on in each township on an equa,lity with those which have re1 ··cl w .
V ry r I ctfully,
8. M. 8TOCK8LAGER,
Acting CommiBBioner.
lion. \Vn.u . t . VILA ,
retary of th$ Interior.
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WaBhington, D. C., June 27, 1888.
Sm: I ban the honor to acknowledge by reference through Hon. D. L. Hawkins,
Assistant Secri.tary for r0po rt in duplicate and reiuru of papers, Honse Representatives 9377 50~h Co~gress 1st session, entitled amendment intended to be proposed
by Mr. D~lph to the bih (H. R. 9377) making appropriations for the le~islative,
executive, and judicial oxpenses of the Government for the :fiscal year endmg June
30, 1889, a,nd for oiher purposes.
The amendment provides that all reports of special inspectors, &c., shall be ma<le
under oath, and shall be at all times open and subject t? the inspecti?n of all persons
who in any wise may be affected thereby and of their d?lY appo~nted attorne_ys.
There a,ppean1 to be in the minds of many persons a total m1sconcept10n of the policy
of the GoTernment in the employment of special inspectors and agents connectrd
with the administration of tho public land service. Private individua,1s, the pu?lic
press, and not unfrequently members of the two houses of Congress make declarations
on ibis subject which evince a total misunderstanding of this subject.
On the 21st of June a member of the House charged "that a portion of the appropriations for protecl-ing public lands for illegal and fraudulent entry has been usecl
by some_special a~nts in the procurement of fraudulent affidavits against honest
settlers on the public lands."
Another member, speaking on this subject, denounced it as "a policy of paid spies,
who~" confi.dential whispers, .c onceived and considered in secret, are received and
accepted by the authority here as sufficient ground for the cancellation of the prima
f'acie claim otherwise unchallenged and unimpeached." He said, "Accusation is accepted as proof and suspicion as conviction." "Settlers on public lands are condemned unheard, and hold their very homes at the mercy of a body of men paid to
hunt them from the land into which is merged their toil and torture."
These are certainly strong assertions, and coming from a source wanting in authority and respectability, might be allowed to go unreplied to.
_The idea certainly can not be entertained for a moment by any cool and unprejudiced minds that if such declarations and charges were directly brought to the attention of this Department they would go unnoticed, uninvestigaood, and without
prompt correction. It can not be denied that there have been many and grievous
fr~uds committed by individuals, associations, and corporations, in unlawfully obtaming possession and titles to the public lands of the United State~, nor can it be .
questioned for a moment that it was the imperative duty of.this ojfice to use all legal
~nd honorable means to discover the frauds already committed, and prevent others
m the future. The system of special inspectors and agents was instituted for this
pur~ose and for this purpose alone. The results are matters of record. It may be
possible that under the workings of this system there have been some errors, some
w~ongs, and perhaps some fraud and oppression, but in so far as it has been possible,
this office has cliligently and earnestly striven to prevent it; and if any such cases
shall be properly presented every lawful and proper method will be resorted to in order t? remedy the wrong.
T~IS office has no knowledge of any part of the appropriations made for the special
service having been used in the procurement of fraudulent affidavits. Entries are not
canceled on the reports of special agents, nor are settlers on the public lands condemned unheard. The duties of special agents are clearly defined and well understoo~. They are to examine into alleged frauds, and make full reports to this office,
s~atrng all the facts and giving the names of persons by whom the facts can be established. All special agents are instructed by this office in all cases to see the claim~nt and take his statement, which, with the statements of witnesses made adversely
t? the claim 1 are presented to this office. If, on the statement of the agent, who is
h1i:nself a sworn officer, and the statement of the witnesses, and that of the claimant, a
pm:~1a facie case is made, or ono which, in the opinion of this office, requires investigat10n, the case is not canceled, but held for cancellation, or, in other words, suspended until an investigation can be had. The claimant is:then duly informed of the
substance of the charges against bis claim, and he is told that if he desires he can
ha:ve a hearing before the register and receiver where he can appear in person, and
with his witnesses, and sustain bis claim. In these hearings the burden of proof is
on the Government to make out its case .
.If the claimant sees proper, he may admit the charges to be true and go to trial
wi_thout introducing any proof. The case is then acted on by the register and rece1ver, from whose decision the claimant may appeal to this office, and from here to
the Secretary of the Interior. If he denies the charges the sworn officers of the Gov~rnment hear all the proof, and render their decision, which is also appealable. Thus
mall the stages of the proceeding the claimant has his day in court. The preliminary
examination :md report of the special agent are made with the sole view of placing •
the offico in possession of the facts, so that it may determine whether the case demands further investigation. It is plain to every observant mind that these prelim-
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iua1y reports should be held as confidential and privileged corumuuicatious. Otherwise the whole purpose of the GovernmenL JJ1igbt lJo thw arted. If these reports are
to be open and subject to inspection of all persons who may be affected thereby, and
of the attorueys, it is clear that the very purpose of the proceeding would fail.
Persons who are in possession ot facts going to show frautl i11 land entries would
hesitate long before communicating the information if they knew beforelland that
tLeir names and statements would be made public and they subjected to the ill-will
of 1hose against whom they propose to inform. It would serve to tie the hands ot
agents themselves and render them less willing to make reports adverse to the interests of claimants.
Such a law would place it in the power of fraudulent claimants to forestall the
- action of the Gove·r nment by menace, threats, fear, and even bribery. Even if all these
results did not follow, it would subject the public agents of the Government to the
severest criticism, ill-will, and perhaps violence, from unscrupulous persons who are
seeking by fraudulent means to acquire th~ lands of the Government.
The amendment provides that the report of the officers shall be made under oath.
,vhen it is considered that the officers making these reports are all sworn officers acting under their official oaths in all matters connected with their respect.ive duties,
and that their reports are merely letters transmitting the statements of others, and
tllat they are intended to call the attention of the Land Office to facts, many of which
are not within their own knowledge, but statements of others, to say the least of it,
this requirement appeal's to be unnecessary.
The proceedings anterior to the hearing and trial are not unlike those of a grand
jnry, and who ever heard of a grand jury being required to present their reports, ;Pre- sentments, and indictments on oath. They return many cases which are not sustarned
bythetrial jury, and their actions whilst in the grand jury i·oom are privilegedfrom
the inspection of both parties and attorneys.
If this is safe as to charges affecting life, limb, and liberty, how can it be seriously
objected to in proceedings intended to uncover fraud as to property.
.
The records of this office show that most beneficial results have been derived by
the service of its special agents, that vast amounts of laml fraudulently obtained
have been restored to the public domain, and that evil doers are beginning to stand
in awe of the strong arm of the law exerted through its special officers.
As a further report on the proposed amendment, and as expressive of the views
of this office on the same, I herewith enclose a duplicate copy of report of this office
on same subject-matter, dated May 18, 1886.
.
I therefore think it would not in any manner prove beneficial to the service tl.Jat
the amendment should be adopted.
Very respectfully,
S. M. STOCKSLAGER,
Co1nniissioner.
Hon. WM. F. VILAS,
Secreta1·y of the Inte-rim·.
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Washington, D. C., Septembm· 3, 1888.
Sm: I have received by reference from the Assistant Secretary for report, etc., Senate resolution of August 27, 1888, directing the forwarding of copies of all papers,
"except such as in your opinion onght to be withheld for purposes of justice," upon
which was based the statements iu my letter of the 18th ultimo to Ron. James N.
Burnes, of the House of Representatives, with regard to the following amendment to
the sundry civil appropriation bill:
"That no part of the, 1oney appropriated by this act shall be used in the investigation of any case or tho prosecution of any person in the mining region of the United
. tates for cutting, for mining or domestic purpo es, dwarfed or scrubby timber, unfit to be aw d or hewed into lumber of commercial value."
. 1 theroforo ~ave the honor to inclose copies of the following-named papers, except1 n~ uch port1 ns thereof as " ought to be withheld for the purpose of justice," rel. trng a they do to the te. timony of the witnes es.
LIST OF PAPER .

, elated Septeml>or 1 , 1 6, and
v., dated Octob r 2, 1 6,
mucca, ,,ev., l!,ohrnary 7, 1 71 r lative
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Exhib-it D.- Letter from United St,ates attorney, Nevada, April 28, 1887, relative to
extensive timber-cutting.
Exhibit E.-Letter•from United States nittorney, Nevada, July 27, 1887, referred from
the Solicitor of the Treasury, relative to timber trespasser.s.
.
Exhibit F.-Letter from G. R. A. Browne and Joseph M. Jones, Candelaria, Nev.? Angust 30, 1887, in regard to organizations, etc., engaged in timber depredation ,
etc.
Exhibit G.-Letter from Hon. William M. Stewart, United States Senate, A pn'13 , 1 8,
requesting decisions, circulars, etc., relative to timber-cutting be sent to Hon. J.
H. MacMillan, Winnemu cca, Nev.
Exhibit H.-Letter from United States attorney, Nevada, April 18, 1888, referred by
Solicitor of the Treasury, relative to sundry trespasses on public lands.
Exhibit !.-Letter from G. W. Baker and J. W. Dorsey, attorneys for George W. Peltier & Co. et.al., in Elko County, Nev., and inclo~mre, including statement from
Hon. W. M. Stewart, inuorsing same.
Exhibit J.-Letter of instructions to George D. Temple, special agent, _May ~5, 1_8~8.
Exhibit K.-Agent Temple's report of July 10, 1088, in Eureka_ Consolidated Mmrng
Company case, Nevada.
Exhibit L.-Agent Temple's report of .July 11, 1888, in Richmond Mining Company
case, Nevada.
ExhibitM.-Agent Temple's letter from Blackfoot, Idaho, July 23, 1888, correcting
name as written in report on Richmond Mining Company trespass.
.
.
Exhibit N.-Agent Temple's letter from Blackfoot, Idaho, July 26, 1888, relatmg to his
reports of trespass by mining companies in Nevada.
·
Exhibit 0.-Letter from Attorney-General, August 8, 1888, stating proceedings have
been directed against Richmond Mining Company.
Exhibit P.-Letter from Attorney-General, August 10, 1888, stating proceedings have
been directed against Eureka Consolidated Mining Company.
.
Inasmuch as it ma.y be inferred .and believed from the debate had in the Senate in
offering and adopting the resolution calling for the inclosed papers that this office
opposes the amendment -therein referred to, in order to maintain a policy which it
is alleged this Department attempts, viz: "A general prosecution · now proposed
ag~iust all the miners who cut timber on the public lands for fire-wood," and as it is
cl.aimed that the amendment is necessary and was offered in order to save the people
of Nevada, and of all other mining regions, from such special persecution by the Government as occurred in the case of some Italians in Nevada against whom criminal
proceedings were instituted last January for cutting fire-wood in the high mountains
of a certain mining region-which case was spoken of as my ":first proceeding" in
the history of this matter touching the amendment-I deem it proper to state that
th~ proceedings against these Italians were had without the knowledge or recommendation of this office, and were not based upon any investigation or information
fur_nishcd by au agent of this,office. Furthermore, this office does not permit, so far
as_ its action can extend to prevent it, any interference with wood-choppers hired by
mmers or other persons to cut for fuel for their own consumption, for mining or other
domestic purposes, such timber or trees as the law allows to be cut upon the public
la_uds mineral in character. (See extract herewith from Instructions to Special
Timber Agents, Exhibit R.)
My action in the premises, indicated in the letter to the Hon. James N. Burnes,
upon which the Senate resolution is based, was not directed against the wood-choppers
aud miners and the body of settlers in general, but against the large monopolizing
mining corporations only, whose interests are mainly those of self-aggrandizement,
and frequently composed, as they ar~ known to be, of aliens holding few interests in
common with those of our citizens. These large mmiug,corporations, for the smelti~g and reduction of the ore, consume, through the charcoal burners, every vestige of
timber, which, though '' scrubby and dwarf~" is about the only fire-wood the country
affords, and is required for the individual necessities of the miner and settler. Its
guarded use is therefore rendered all the more essential to the welfare and comfort of
the settlers and the general commnnity; essential also to the preservation of such
small degree of moisture and fertility as the soil may possess, and to averting the
d_aruagi11g results to the country which follow the laying bare of mountain and hill
sides.
This office has recomm ended no suits in Nevada except against the two powerful
and wealthy corporations referred to in my letter to Mr. Burnes. The report of the
special agent, aud not of any possible informer hoping for moiety, as intimated, was
~he baais of those proceedings. That agent was not sent to Nevada until some time
m May last. Until then there had been no special agent in Nevada for several years.
There is therefore no ground upon which any of the citizens in that State can characterize and complain of tho special agents as '' spies." 'l'he ordering of a special agent
to Nevada in May last grew out of the fact that in advance of any investigatbn of

498f

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

facts in the case there had been presented to me in person, by the attorneys for George
W. Peltier & Co., the Navajo and five other mining companies in that State, a statement; and otter of compromise, indorsed and approved by Hon. W. M. Stewart ( copy
herewith, marked.Exhibit I), in the matter of the cutting of certain tirnuer by the
said mining companies. No action therein could properly be taken by this office without having first investigated,;. and thereby informed itself c,f the facts in the case.
These parties were so informed, and they thereupon requested that an agent be sent
at as early a day as possible ( copy of letter herewith, marked Exhibit I). It was upon
this Special Agent Temple was sent to Nevada, and he has made uo investigations
except of these and other corporations,who use the timber for smelting pnrposes.
It has long been held that the law does not contemplate that charcoal-burners or
others shall be allowed to sweep the entire country of the timber thereon. It provides that only such timber and undergrowth as is growing upon mineral lands may
be cut, subject to such rules and regulations as the Secretary of the Interior may prescribe for the protection thereof, etc. The Department has therefore prescribed that
no trees less than 8 inches in diameter may be cut, for mining or other domestic purposes. (See copy herewith of circular dated August 15, 1878, approved by· Secretary
Schurz August 16, 1878; copy of circular approved by Secretary Teller June 1, 1883,
paragraphs 3, 44, 50, 51, 53; and of circular approved by Secretary Lamar August 5,
1886, all included in Exhibit S.)
It has seemed to this Department to be an erroneous construction put upon the act
of June 3, 1878, by mining corporations, whereby they claim as lawful the wholesale
cutting ~nd stripping the face of the country of every vestige of timber, no matter
bow small aud young, so long as it is for mining purposes.
.
.
In the report from this office, dated October 3, 1887, requested and concurred m by
the Department (see copy of Acting Secretary's letter dated October 11, 1887, Exhibit Qj, upon the petition of A. 0. Dake et al., Colorado, asking for a change of t.he
rules and regulations prescribed under the act of June 3, 1878, and approved by the
Secretary of the Interior August 5, 1886, it was stated as follows:
'' From the records of th is office it appears that the use of charcoal is detrimental to
the mining interests, in that the charcoal-burners take everything large and small,
and the miners allege that by so doing mining operations are materially retarded,
since, except in operations of the largest scale in clearly-developed mines, like those
of the Richmond Mining Company and the Eureka Consolidated Mining Compauy, ~be
use of timber for mining purposes is necessarily slow, while for charcoal the rapidity
of its use is only limited by the size of the kilns and the number of men employed,
who have only to fell and cut up the trees.
"There appears in fact to be an open issue on this point between the mining ancl the
smelting interests; the smelters maintaining that they must have charcoal or rai~e
the price of smelting; the miners objecting to the unlimited consumption of public
timber by the burners, but being in a sense at the mercy of the smelters, who represent a skilled industry, they are not prepared to stand the threatened rise in the price
of smelting. Not only does it appear that smelting is a distinct industry from mirLing, but it is further shown that the smelters are not themselves directly engaged in
charcoal burning, but purchase the charcoal froru those who make a business of burning it and placing ,it upon the market as an article of' traffic.' Official statements
received from several of the States and Territories affirm 'that the use of charcoal is
not absolutely necessary in smelting ores,' and' that it is only a question of short
time before wood and charcoal for smelting purposes will give way entirely to coke
and coal."'
The amendment, if agreed to, can hardly fail,
stated in my letter to Mr. Burnes,
to operate with great injustice and hardship to the large class of honest, thrifty, and
bard-working settlers, who must have the timuer upon the mineral la.nds, however
worthless for "lumber of commercial value," saved to them for th eir indi vidua;,
ruiuing, and other dome tic nece sities. It will not be confinec.l in its operations sim•
ply to the "scrubby and dwarf" timber of the mining regions, but will extend to the
for sts of va~uable timber, and will operate as a liconse to cut for sale in the general
mark ~ the timber demanded for mini1;1g or domestic purposes, whereby it becomes.
an article of traffic and commerce; which, as has always been held by this Department, the law neither authorizes nor intends.
Returned herewith is the Senate resolution.
Very re pectfully,

as

S. M.

STOCKSLA.G.Jm,

Commissioner.
H n. W 1. F. VILA ,
ecretary of the Inter'or.
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Washington, D. C., February 8, 1888.
SIR: I am in receipt by reference and for report of the communication. addres eel to
you on the 1st instant by Hon. Wm. S. Holman, chairman of the Committee on Puulic Lands, House of Representatives, inclosing a bill "to secure to act~al sett~ers the
public lands adapted to agriculture, to protect the forests on the public domam, and
for other purposes."
.
.
"
.
This bill in its first section classifies all public lands m five classes, aR agrwu1tural" "mineral" "timber ,J "desert" and "reserved," and provides that, as thn
clas;ified they ;hall be disposed of o~ly in conformity with its provisions, 1·epealiug
all laws that may be found to conflict therewit~.
.
.
Section 8, however, seems to contemplate a sixth class, viz, "lands chie~y valuable
for stone," and section 9, a seventh, viz, " all isolated and detached portions of the
public domain."
.
After treating of timber, mineral, desert, stone, and reserved, and '' the _isolated
and detached portions," the bill, in section 14, classes all the remaining public lands
as" agricultural," and provides for their disposal to actual settlers only as homesteads. Mineral lands are defined, 2nd section, as those only that are chiefly valuable for" iron, coal, gold, silvi=ir, cinnabar, lead, copper, and tin," leaving lands chiefly
valuable for other mineral deposits, such as asphaltum, gypsum, petroleum, rock salt,
kaolin, fire-clay, brick-clay, precious stones, &c., if adapted to agriculture, to ue
classed as agricultural and subject only to homestead entry, although homestead
claimants, it is held, are not entitled to remove and dispose of such valuable deposits
before perfecting their titles.
Sections 3 to 7-½, inclusive, refer to the timber class. The lands in this class are not
to be sold at all, and to this extent the act of June 3, 1878, is repealed or so modified
as to apply only to stone, as to which the scope of its operation appears to have
been extended so as to include the whole public domain. The tiniber on lands of this
class_ is to be sold in manner prescribed in sections 3 to 7; that is, in tracts not excecdmg 40 acres in area, to the highest bidder, on sealed proposals, after appraisement, at not less than the appraised value, which shall not be less than $10 per acre.
The bids are to be received at the local offices-4th section-but in 3rd section it is
provided that the Secretary may in his discretion reject any and all bids at any time.
Th~s would seem to imply that the bids are to be sent from the local office for the
~~tion of the Seci·etary before the sale is allowed. Would it not be better to provide
for the bids to be received by the Secretary, and after his action thereon, for the local
officers to be informed by him what bids are accepted by him and what sales may ue
allowed by them Y
Se'.ction 4 provides that the proceeds should be accounted for by the '' register and
receiver" as the pro . . eeds of the sales of public lands are now required by law to be
ac?ounted for. This language appears to be inaccurate, as the proceeds of sales under
e~isting laws are received by the receiver only, and accounted for by him only, under
his bond, although the register unites with him in making returns of disposals.
S~ction !} provides that all lands reserved for military or other special purposes and
all isolated and detached portions of the public domain "shall only be disposed of
under provisions of law ·s pecially and expressly applicable thereto. Should not this
he expressed in language clearer and more specific? It would seem to contemplate
the disposal of lands reserved from disposal, for military or other special purposes,
~>ut lands, while so reserved, it is understood, are not to be disposed of at all, which
1~ the meaning generally given to the word" reserved," and there are no laws "specially and expressly applicable to the disposal of reserved lands. In regard to abandoned military reservations, section 16 appears to take them out from the operation
of the laws specially and expressly applicable to them-act of July i:>, 1884, and prior
special acts-and to bring them in under the homestead laws, but it is not clear that
such is the effect intended. Whatever meaning may be intended to be conveyed by
the words "all isolated and detached portions of the public domain," a clearer anu.
more descriptive expression would seem to be called for. Lands would perhaps fall
nnder the definitions of the other classes, although isolated or detached in condition,
place, surroundings, or perhaps other respects.
Sections 10 to 13 inclusive refer to desert lands. Section 11 continues in force the
desert land act of March 3, 1887, with amendments, but taking these sections together it is not clear whether they intend that its provisions shall extend only to the
States and Territories specified in said act or to desert lands wherever found in the
public domain.
It is not clear, also, from section 13, whether it is intended that the whole tract
entered must be reclaimed from its desert state, or only one-eighth thereof, before
patents can issue.
Section 11 says "the act of March 3, 1877, is hereby amended by adding thereto the
following sections," but the sections that follow are not numbered as following in regular sul!cession the sections of said act to which they are said to be ad<led, and the
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lOt h lino, section 1'.3, says "and snid act is amended accordingly," which would,
assuming it to be added to the act in question as stated, imply that the act is amending itself, which is unusual. It should be specified what sections are to be added to
the act of March 3, 1877, as some of the sectiqns ''following" section 11 refer to different subject-matter. ·
Line 7, section 13, reads as if an entry might be made by an association of persons
as well as by one person, which is not clear, for by the act amended entry by an association of persons is not provided for. The requirement of payment for the laud
e11tries is r(' pealed by section 13, for which no reason appears, and the maximum quantity liable to eutry is diminished by one-half.
Lines 11 to 15 inclusive,. section 15, as they read prevent any person who is the
proprietor of 160 acres, or who moves from his own land in the same State or Territory, from acquiring any "land under this act," that is, from acquiring any public
laud, as under the 1st section this is intended to be the only act under which pnbli1; land can be disposed of. This provision is broad in its scope, but it is not clear
tl1n,t it is intended to be so broad as it now is.
The homestead law is so amended by this section as to abolish the provision allowing a.djoining farm entries, to which entries no objection appears to have been made.
Section 19 repeals the pre-emption laws, the timber-culture law, the act of ~une 15,
l~t!U. It excepts from the repeal section ~286, on account, it would seem, of its relatiou to the disposal of the Osage Indian lands, which, if so, is unnecessary, as that
· section was superseded by act of May ~8, 1880, nuder which the lands refe1:red to ~re
uow disposed of. There is a provision in this section that all existing law~ m relat101;1
1o bounty land warrants and college and other land scrip, and the location thereof,
sha.11 remain in full force except that the same shall not be located on reserved lands.
This provision is not clear; for, 1st, such warrants and scrip never were locatable o~
what is ordinarily known as "reserved" lands; 2nd, bounty land warrants and agncn l t,nral college scrip are only locatable by ordinary holders, not settlers, on lands
i,;n bject to ordinary private entry, and section 16 of this bill appears intended ~o abolish altogether ordinary private entry of public lands, and thus do away 'Y1th the
only class of lands on which ordinary holders may locate their scrip. Sect10n 19 of
this bill abolishes pre-emption sales, a class of sales in which such scrip can be used
wuen iu t.Lo bands of set,tlers.
_To summarize: This bill would repeal the laws providing for offering pub~i~ lands,
after survey, for sa1e, at auction, and for holding any lands thereafter remamrng unsold for sale at ordinary private entry. It would repeal the pre-emption laws, the
timber-culture laws, and the special act of June 15, 1880, allowing tl.Je purchase of
lauds covered by entries of prior elate under the homestead laws. It would repeal
1l1e timber and stone act of June 3, 1878, and modify the homestead ancl desert land
laws iu important particulars above indicated. The changes it proposes in the land
system arc rn<lical, and it goes witbont saying, in my opinion, that it should be fully
and carefully considered, and that should it be conclu<lecl that it is a law "fit t~ be
mac1e," its -phraseology should be amended to make its meaning clear in every pomt.
If a classification of the public lands is to be made for the pmposes of a new law, the
sc~'ernl classes should be strictly clehned and as nearly as practicable in ~ccordance
w1tll t~e definitions already established in existing statutes and the rulings there·
und er _m ol'der to prevent confusion and difficnlty in administering the law..
:Wli!le tho present law undoubtedly admits of improvement, I do not thmk that
tlus b1ll should be passed as it stands.
lu S? far as the _bill has for its object the protection from trespass or wanton der:;truct10n of the timber upon the pnblic lands, the putting it in the power of t~e
h_onest settlers to obtain legitimat ly and regularly snch quantities of the public
tllllher, liy ~urcbas<', a, may be nece · ary for tlleir real wants, the protection of the
youug growrng timber, an<l especially the withdrawal by the President, and making
a 1wrmaneut r servation of such timber-hearing lands as may bo necessary for the e
purpo. es tho rnpeal of the pre-emption, timher-cultnro, and existing timber-land law,
and the 1· •peal or great modification of the de crt-land law it meets with my hearty
:ipproval.
'
1 h_e bill mbo~ies in its main features the reforms of the law for the disposal of the
p_nhltc la.nda, which liave b eu most earnestly and persistently pressed upon the attent ll]n of . ongr s b. thi_s office for years.
.
fbat, f }Utur f he bill which authorizes the President when in bis judgment it 1s
proper, to mak withdrawals and permanent reservat10u; of the timber is specia1ly
c mm ·n<l_ahl ; I al o co?cur in tb method adopted for dispo al of the timber of
r.,_,r~~11 nc 1a..l value, r r_vmg to the overnment the title to the lands, upon much '.>f
lnch • ll w gr?wth w~ll follow the r moval of tho present forests, and when that
': t
no ful_lo\ · 1 may rn many ca · be di po el of hereafter under the home tead
,l
fur a "110 tltnral purpo. .
1 \onlcl h ,,
•r, ugg
omo ban, . It ecrns to me tho classification of the
l. nd rnl th appr· i , l and <li. po in" of the timb r shonld be left.under the imme-
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diate eor.ttr&l of the Commissioner of the Ge1rnral Land Office, under the direction of
i he Seeretary of ihe Interior, and its disposal sb_onld ~ot. be separated from t.hE, ruana(l'ement
@f the public lands. Economy and umform1ty m the execution of ~he law
0
weuld be most certaiDly obtained throngh the General Land_ Offi~e. Confust0? and
conflict as well as gr'3ater expense would follow t~e separation o~ the two_subJe~ts.
Jt is proposed, as I u2derstand, to leave the survey mg of the public lands, rnc!udrng
the u11surveyed timber lan ds, in the General Land Office, and the proceeds of sales
must be paid to ai:.id ac«ounted for by the receivers. It seems to mo the whole matter should remain there. If the effect of the bill be otherwise, I suggest it be modified in this respect. I would also suggest the necessity for the appointment of more
thaa five inspectors, as is proposed in the bill.
If the timber ]ands are withdrawn from market,, and no disposition of the timl>er
can be made until their classification and the appraisal provided for takes place, a
considerable ferce sho uld be employed at the beginning so as to get t,he new method
in operation as soon as possible, that the actual needs of the settlers may be met without un111ecessary delay. I wou]dsugge&t also that a limit be placed upon the quantity
of timber which may be acquired by any one person or corporation in any State or
Territory. Experience h as demonstrated that unless some snch limit is fixed tho
market would be controlled and the timber bought up by syndicates, railroad, aml
other great corporations, who would lhen, through the monopoly of ownership, practice extortion upon the people who are compelled to have the timber for their actual
and necessary use.
I think in some localities and in some classes or grades of timber it will be found
thattheminimumprice of $10peracre, fixedinthela,w, will be found to betPo much. I
think the cut1ing or destroying of small timber, say, less than eight inches in diameter, growing upon the land upon which the timber is sold, should be prohibited. I
am also of opinion th a t the interests of the Government demand that a bond sbou1d
be_ filed with each bid or proposal for the purchase of timber, and probably for greater
~vidence of good fai t h in the bidders a deposit should be requir@d. I am not sure but
it would be wise to sell t he timber on alternate tracts only at the beginning, and if
the method works well the remainder might be subsequently sold .
.As t? the propriety of the repeal of the pre-emption law, I think there is very little
diversity of opinion. It has long since ceased to be regarded as sound publi c policy
to offer any of the public lands for sale at public auction or place them on the market
f?r sale at private cash entry, and yet under the pre-emption law, by residence of on ly
si_x mo~ths wi t h meagr e improvements, any one entitled to make an entry can have
his c~oice of 160 acres of the public lands at $1.25 per acre. That advantage is taken
of tbu1 law to obtain title to the public lands without making a permanent home upon
t~em! but for sale at a profit, or to be held as investment, is 11otorions. And in addit wn, it has been demonstrated for years that a very large per cent. of the frauds which
have been perpetrated on the Government in obtaining title to the public lands has
been .~nd~r the provisions of the pre-emption law. The late Commissioner McFarland, m his annual r epor t for the year 1884, said:
" I renew previous recommendations for the repeal of the pre-emption law. I u my
last annual r eport I pointed out the absence of any great utility of the pre emption
system for a legitimate appropriation of the public lands by actual settlers, as t he
homeste~d system contains a sufficient pre-emption feature, and a double syst em is
not reqmred. Economy of administration alone suggests such repeal, while the great
a~ uses flowing from the illegal acqu isition of land t it les by :fictitious pre-emption entries, and the exactions made upon bona fide settlers, who are often obliged to buy off
such claims in order to get access to public lands, render the repeal, i.n my judgmen t,
a matter of public necessity.
"Pre-emption claims are filed when no intention for perfecting entries exists, but
the alleged claim is held for speculation 1 or as a cover for denudinf land of its t imber.
The average proport,ion of entries to filings is less than one-half.'
The same thing, in substance, bas been repeated and most earnestly pressed upon
t he attention of Congress every year since tha.t t,ime, and whi lst the frauds have been
t o some_extent checked by a more stringent enforcement of the law and the rules and
regulati')ns of this office and the Department, yet while the law remains on t he statute ~ooks and thE:i cupidity of mfm continues to exist frauds will be perpetrated under it.
It is believed that all that may he desired by the actual settler, the seeker for a
h ome on the public domain, can be obtained under the liberal provisions of the homes_tea<l. lavy, which gives him, in consideration of his becoming a settler upon the publ~c doruam, a tiller of the soil and a builder of society and civilization, a fee-simple
title, without money and without price, to 160 acres.
As to the tl.esert-land law, the modifications generally are in the right direction,
but I -n:oulct suggest that unless some reasonable payment is required in advance, or
a certam amount of work is annually required, a great inducement will be presented
for persons to make entries under the law without any intention of reclaiming the
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land, but for the purpose of preventing actual settlers from making entry, and for
speculative purposes only.
The chief mischief of the existing law is that under its provisions land may be entered and held for three years without attempt at reclamation and in plain violat.ion
of the spirit of the law, and even after the expiration of this time action in canceling
suclr entries is often delayed for years; in the mean time the entryman enjoys the nnintermpted use of the land for grazing or other purposes suited to his ends without
pe::-forming any of the conditions upon which t,he Antry was founded, except the payment in advance of 25 cents per acre for the land.
In this bill the evil is intensified by permitting the 1a.nd to be held five years instead of three and without any payment in advance. Land grabbers and speculators would not be slow in taking ad vantage of these, to them, fortunate provisions.
Some payment should be required in advance as an earnest of good faith and a
specified quantity of land should be required to be reclaimed, or the expenditure of a
specific sum of money per acre in reclaiming the land, should be required annua_lly,
and a failure should make the entry liable to contest and to immediate cancel1at1~n.
This is a very difficult subject to deal with, and I am not sure but it would b~ wise
to withdraw the land in at least some localities in the arid regions, with a view to
having proper surveys made by competent engineers to determine to what ext~nt
the natural streams can be utilized for purposes of irrigation, and for experimentmg
by the Government in sinking artesian wells when the natural streams do not furnish the necessary water, and their future disposition under such laws as ~ay be
found best adapted to their irrigation with such water as is or may be obtarn3:ble
under the best systems which can be devised for such purpose, and as may be equitable to persons who will rnclaim them. It is quite clear to my mind, however, that
the present desert-land law is availed of to perpetrate frauds upon the Go~ernment
ancl should give way to some better system, or the desert lands should be withdrawn
from market.
.
.
The bill repeals the pre-emption law but leaves in force the statute under which
homestead settlers may commute their homesteads at any time upon payment of the
Government price for the land, which is in all essential particulars equivalent to t~e
pre-emption privilege, and is fully as objectionable as the pre-emption law. It 18
section 2301, U. S. R. S. I woultl recommend its repeal.
With proper morli:fications I would recommend the passage of the bill.
Very respectf-.illy.
S. M. ST0CKSLAGER,
Acting Commissioner.
Hon. WM. F. VILAS,
Secretary ojthe Interior.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, GENERAL LAND OFFICE,

Washington, D. C., July 12, 1888.
SIR: I have had tho honor to receive by reference of the 3d instant, for !eport, a
letter from the Hon. P. B. Plumb, dated the 2d instant, addressed to you, which rea~s
as follows, viz: "I am directed by the Senate Committee on Public Lands to trans1mt
Senate bill 7901, 'to secure to actual settlers the public lands adapted to agriculture,
to protect the forests on the public domain, and for other purposes,' and to request
your views on the several sections separately, and also to be informed what changes
in existi~g laws will be made by the proposed bill."
.
Accordmg to the terms of the reference I herewith return that letter and the bill
transmitted, which is headed "50th Congress, 1st session, H. R. 7901," and submit the
following report in reference to the subject, viz:
The bill consists of thirty-two sections. ThA first section thereof classifies the public lands now belonging to the public domain, or that may hereafter be added to the
public domain, as agricultural, "timber," "mineral" "desert," aud" reserved," and
provides that, a thus classified, they Rhall be dispo~ed of only in conformity with
the provi ions of the lJilJ.
It appears that this section would operate as a repeal of all provisions of exi ting
laws, repugnant to the provi ions of this bill, or inconsistent therewith, independently of the express terms of repeal em bodied in the succeeding sections, and would
extend to all lands that may be regarded as public or to any other lands that may
her aft r b ome_public, on their becoming such. '
. Th~ a~cona ct101:1 defines what shall be regarded as mineral lands, substantially as
1~ .x~ bn law , with the exception that its definition req_uires that for a legal snbd1v1 1 n t~ b r gar ed
mineral, it must be not only chiefly valuable for tbe minral th r. m_, but the gr ater part tber of mu t be "unfit for cultivation," whereas
r ~1 tin law the tract more valuable for minerals is classed a mineral, alth ngh 1
adap u t a!n'icultu.re. Thi section cla sifies land a mineral by
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legal subdivisions, where the greater part of t_he subdivision is valuable !or. mineral
and unfit for agriculture, whereas-except_ with regar~ to coal lands-e:nstmg_ laws
provide, in OIWles generally, for the_ segregat10~ of the ~meral land _from the _a.grrnultnral by a special survey of the mmeral portion, leavmg the portion not mmeral f~r
disposal as agricultural; but this section provides f?r disposal o_f the land S!) classified," under existing laws," which, as stated, provide for spemal surveys, m cases
generally, of mineral claims thereunder.
.
The second section further provides that in a11 lands hereafter sold the Umted
States shall reserve from sale all coal deposits therein, providing, however, t~at the
purchaser, his heirs, lessees, and assigns may mine and dispose of the coal until Congress shall, by general laws, take the control of any such. coal deposits, for the purpose only of protecting the same from monopoly and securmg the product therE:of, at
reasonable prices, to the public, such reservation to be expressed in all patents ISsued
for land hereafter disposed of under this bill. These provisions are new, and as far
as they extend, change existing law. This section operates as a repeal of the Ja:w-s
admitting of the disposal of mineral land as agricultural in Alabama, Michigan, Mmnesota, Missouri, Kansas, and Wisconsin.
·
The third section prescribes a method of testing what lands may law fully be selected,
certified, or patented under land grants made by Congress to railroads, with reference
to the mineral or non-mineral character thereof. This method is new as a statutory
provision. One of the features of this method is already embraced in departmental
regulations, viz, the requirement of a non-mineral affidavit from the agent of the
company claiming the land; but the provision requiring publication of a notice, in
the absence of any allegation that the land is mineral, and where the surveyors have
returned it as agricultural, is an addition to existing requirements in such cases.
The same section lays down certain rules as to what shall be considered as bringing
lands within the exception of mineral lands in the granting acts, which, it appears,
would operate as a legislative construction of the acts referred to .
. The fourth section amends section 2347, R. S., U. S., first by extending its provisions to iron, which, as they now stand, include coal lands only, whereby iron lands
are made disposable thereunder, and not, as at present, according to the provisions
of the mineral laws only; secondly, by reducing the quantity of coal land subject to
entry by an association of persons from 320 acres, as at present, to 160 acres; thirdly,
by fixing the maximum price at $10 per acre, thus repealing the law -r equiring $20
pe! acre to be paid for coal land when such land is within 15 miles of any completed
ra1l!oad; fourthly, by providing that no patent shall• issue except to a citizen of the
United States. Sections 2348 and 2349, U. S. R. S., allowing pre-emptions of coal
lands, are repealed.
T~e same section forbids any railroad or other corporation, formed to carry on the
busmess of common carriers, from entering land under section 2347, U. S. R. S., as
~men~ed, and contains provisions designed to prevent such corporations from acquirmg title to any land so entered or carrying on the business of mining on any such
lands, which are all new provisions.
The fifth, sixth, seventh, and eighth sections contain a definition of timber lands,
and provide for the examination and segregation thereof, and for the sale of the timber thereon, the title to the land itself to remain in the United States, and the timber
to be removed therefrom by the purchasers within fl. ve years from date of sale, and
not afterwards .
. Th_e act of June 3, 1878, authorizing the citizens of Colorado, Nevada, and the Territories to fl:'11 and remove timber from the public domain for mining and domestic
purposes, is repealed, but the bill provides that the residents thereof may continue
to fell and remove timber under said act and the regulations thereunder for six months
after the passage of the bill. The act of June 3, 1878, providing for the disposal of
lands chiefly valuable for timber and stone and unfit for cultivation, is also repealed,
so far as it relates to timber land, but by the eleventh section it is continued and made
~eneral in its operation, so far as applicable to stone la:i:id. The provisions contained
m these sections for the sale of timber apart from the land are new provisions, they
not being found in existing laws, and are qualified by the provisions that "no person,
c?mpany, or c?rporation shall purchase or hold in a State or Territory a greater quan~1ty of such timber than the timber on four quarter sections of land," nor shall own,
mcluding any purchase under this act, an amount exceeding six hundred and forty
acres of timber at the time of purchase; that proof to this effect shall be made before
the register or receiver at the time of purchase, and that the land on which the timber exists, if found to be mineral, shall be subject to entry under the mineral laws,
but without impairing the rights of the purchaser of the timber.
There is also a provision making timber not of commercial value as sawed or
hewed timber, growing on public lands wholly unfit for cultivation, free to the domestic use of any bona fide resident of the Territory in which it is found, under such
regulatiol)s a.s the Secretary of the Interior may prescribe, with a provision that the
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Secretary shall designate and reserve from sale, so far as practicable, shade trees on
the lines of the legal subdivision of the lands.
The ninth section provides that there may be established by proclamation of the
President, reservations of timber-bearing lands, and for the protection of the trees and
undergrowth thereon from waste or injury under the charge of the Secretary of the
Interior, and also that the President may employ military forces to protect such reservations, other reservations, or other public timber land from waste or injury. 'l'hese
provisions are additional to existing laws.
The tenth section provides that in all surveys of the public lands hereafter made
the deputy surveyors shall note in the :field-notes and designate on the township plats,
according to the legal subdivisions, each forty acres of land bearing timber of commercial value, and as near as may be the portion of each of such forty acres bearing
such timber, and also each forty-acre tract bearing timber or undergrowth not of
commercial value, and the extent thereof. This provision, in the extent and particularity of the information required, is a modification of existing laws respecting the
survey of the public lands.
The eleventh section continues, so far .as applicable to stone land, the operation of
the act of June 3, 1878, known as the timber and stone act, which is repealed so far
as it respects timber land.
The twelfth section provides that the Commissioner of the General Land Office may
order sold at public or private sale for not less than $1.25 per acre all isolated or dioconnected tracts or parcels of public land less than 16!J acres in area, with preference
rights of purchase to certain classes of persons, and appears to be a modification of i,ection 2455, U.S. R. S.; also contains provisions for the disposal of abandoned military
or other reservations, modifying act of July 5, 1884, and other laws provjding for the
disposal of abandoned reservations specifically.
The thirteenth, fourteenth, :fifteenth, sixteenth, seventeenth, and eighteenth sections contain a definition of desert lands, and provisions for the disposal thereof.
'l'he existing law for the sale of desert lands, which applies only in the States of C?>lifornia, Oregon, and Nevada, and in the or$anized Territories is repealed, and its
provisions applied generally, with the followrng modifications, viz, first, the right to
enter is restricted to uernons who are the heads of fami1ies or over twenty-one years
of age, who are citizens of the United States, or who have filed the <leclaratfou ~f
intention to become such, under the naturalization laws, and who are bona :fide residents of the the State or Territory in which the land is situated, which would exclude married women who are allowed to enter by the existing law and ruliugs thereunder, which also permit entries by persons living in other States and Territories than
hose in which the land is situated; second, it changes the maximui_n qt~antity_subj~ct
o entry from 640 acres, as in the present law, to :320 acres; third, 1t provides for
djoining farm entries to the extent of 320 acres, as the maximum, computing the
nt6red land with the land already owned and cultivated-a provisio_n not in the
xis ting law; fourth, it allows one year, after the expiration of the three years
n which the reclamation is to be made, in which to make proof, whereas the
present law requires the proof to be made within three years from elate of entry;
fifth, it provides for the final proof to be made by the entryman, or, if he be dead, by
his widow, or, in case of her death, his heirs or devisee, or in case of a widow making
such entry, her heirs or devisee in case of her death, and for the patent to issue to the
party making the proof, as pro,ided by exi ting laws in homestead cases, in tead of
the provision in the existing desert-land law that the proof be made by the entrymau
an~ ~he patent issue to him; sixth1 in place of the provision in the present law r~qumng 25 cents per acre to be paid when entry is made and $1 when final proof is
made, it is pro~-_ided in the 15th section that $5 shall be paid at the time of entry
when the entry 1s for not more than 80 acres, $10 where it is for more than 80 but noi
more than lGO acres, 15 when the entry is for more than 160 but not more than 240
acres_, ~ud, 20 when the entry is for more than 240 acres, while in the 18th section the
prov1s10n appears, "nor shall any pa~ment be req uir d therefor except the payment
of 25 ?ents per acre, to be paid when the application is filed," which does not appear
to be m harmony with the provi ion as to th payment contained in the 15th section.
Ther~ are other ch'.1-nges provided for in respect to the details of the preliminary
~howrng nece ary m making entry which it is not deemed nee s ary to particular1ze.
T~ uin t · nth, twenti th! twenty-first, twenty-second, twenty-third, tw ntyfou1th, w ntr-fiftl1, t:wenty-s1xtb, ancl twenty-seventh sections declare what lands
, hall 1 . c~a sed as agr1 ultural, and provide for the disposal tber of as born tead .
fh. xi tmg law. ,t1 th r . p t to home t ad are to be changed as follows, viz: Fir t,
1 1 11rop~ cl to nae: th.
no pn. on shall ac(]nir any right uncl r th home tead
• .,. , ·bo I t~c pr'!p wtor of l~O acreH in any tato or Territory, or who quits and
• hnm]on, In. re ul n on ]us ow11 laud tor ide on the public lands in the ame
t or f ·rnlot · i. 8 •concl, tba nuv Jl r on who ha had the benefit of the horn l r ,r - 11 111 1011 a ·t, an<l who has fai:od, from any cause, to perfect title to a
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tract of land entered by him under either of said laws, may make a homestead entry
in lieu · third that any homestead settler who has entered less than 160 acres, may
enter ;dditio~al land to make up that quantity, forming a compact body with the
original en11ry or if he so elect he may surrender the laud first entered for cancellation and ther~upon enter land under the homestead law, as if the surrendered en try
hlld' not been made and that the residence and culn'ivation by the settler of the land
:first oniered shall b~ of the same effect as residence and cultivation for the same length
of time np ;11 tll(l land entorcd l>y tlw Hew entry; fonrth, that if Rnc? _settler lias made
final proM and obta.in8d title to less than l~O acres, and llas in good faith_ sold an~l conveyed the same, he !llay entei,other land which, when added to the quantity pre".10nE-ly
acquired and sold, shall not exceed 160 acres; fifth, that ten acres shall bereq_mrc~ ns
the minimum of cultivation in a homestead entry; sixth, changes are made m exJSt ·
ing statutes respecting th~ preliminary affidavits and final proofs req~ired !11 home
stead and desert-land entries whicll 1t is not deemed necessary to par~iculanze.
In the twenty-first section it is provided, also, in place of sectiou 2388 U. S. R. S .,
which is repealed by sectiou 21 of ihis bill, that the t11ansfer- of any portion of the laud
entered under any law by any person for church, cemetery, or school pnrposes, or for
right of way for railroads, canals, or ditches, for irrigation, or other purposes, shall not
impair the right to perfect the iitle to the land so eutered. This extends the priuciple of this section 2288, which applies only to pre-emption or homestead entries, so as
to include any description of entry, and any public purpose for which tram,fet ruay
be made.
The twenty-first section also contains a provision. that any actual sett.ler ou any
tract of desert land entered under the provisions hereof may mortgage noli exceeding
one-half of bis claim to proenre the means for the re<tlamation thereof~ subject to t.l1 e
rights and requirements of the United States, which provision is not in the existing
law.
The twenty-eighth section contains provisions with reference to timber depredations, or injuries to the timber, on tihe public lands, and securing to settlers the right
to dead or fallen timber found thereon, which to some extent modify existiug statutory provisions on the subject.
The twenty-ninth section provides for dedicating for public highways a strip of
land two rods wide on each side of the section lines of the public lands, with certain
qualifications, which is a modification of section 2477,.U. S. R. S., granting the right
of way for high ways over public lands.
The thirtieth section declares the meaning of the expression " quarter section" or
" one hundred and sixty acres" as used in this act, and agrees in this respect with
th~ l~test decision of this Department as to the meaning of the same expression in
ex1stmg statutes.
·
The thirty-first section formally repeals the pre-emption laws, the timber--culture
law, the desert-land law, and other laws inconsistent with the provisions of this act,
but provides that all bona fide claims lawfully initiated before the passage of the act
may be perfected upon due compliance with law, at the uniform price of $1.25 per
acre, when payment is required by law (which is a change of existing statutes so far
a_s s~ch claims to double minimum lands are concerned), with further provision contmmng- in full force all existing laws in relation to bounty land warrants, college
and other land scrip and the location thereof, except that the same shall not be loc:i,ted on "reserved" lands, as also all existing provisions of la1'7" in relation to townsites on the public domain and all in relation to swamp lands and other grants made
by Congress to States and Territories, but this not to be construed as applying to
grants to States to aid in the construction of railroads, wag;on roads, or canals.
The thirty-second section provides that bona fide settlers on tracts of public land
not exceeding 160 acres intending to claim the same under the public land laws, in
~efending their titles against land grants, corporations, or persons holding grants from
foreign governments, or claimants under such corporations or persons, may raise and
mterpose as a defense any mistake, error, or mistaken constructions of an act of Congress by the Interior or Executive Department in making certification or patent of
said land, and raise any question which the United States might raise, and with the
same effect as if raised by the Attorney-General in a suit in equity to set aside such
patent or certification.
'l'he foregoing statements present as briefly as possible my views of the sections of
the bill considered separately as to the changes proposed thereby in existing statutes.
The provisions for testing the non-mineral character of tracts proposed to be taken
under railroad grants seem to be well devised for the purpose. The provisions designed to protect the people from possible monopolies of timber and coa,l, and the proposed enactments for assisting the settlers in defending their homes against suits in
the courts by adverse claimants, while not directly bearing upon the functions of this
office in considering and passing upon claims to lands prior to the transfer of the legal
1tite seem called for by existing conditions and responsive to a well defined popular
feeling.
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The bill may in some respects admit of some criticism. I ma.y mention, as calling
for revision, the provision in the second section making it a condition for classifica,tion as mineral that the land shall be'' unfit for cultivation," as also the provisions
in sections 15 and 18, respecting payments in desert land entries, which appear to
need amendment to secure greater clearness of expression and to correct seeming ambiguity. But, considering it as an entirely and as a practicable working measure
fer the refQrm of existing methods for the disposal of the public lands, it meets my
approval aud should, I think, be passed.'
Very respecifully,·
.
S. M, STOCKSLA.GER,
Oom-niissioner.
Hon. WM. F. VILAS,
Secrttary of th, Interior.
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32
Rancho el Paso de Los Algodones, estimated area of.........
32
New Mexico, No. 209, Las Ranchas ......... _.•...................... _.. 33, 467
210, Sitio de Pajarito ...... _.. _....... _....... _........ 33,467
211, .Tosll Garcia ..•. ....•..................... _........ 33,467
pending, court or a commission, surveyor-general of, opposes, for settlement of_ .............. ............. .. 33, 470-47,
Rancho Cabeza de Santa Rosa, patent for, delivered.......................
403
claims, appropriations for, needed .................. _............. _..... _..•••..•. _
397
division (D), duties of, and work performed in ............. __ ....... - .. .••
128
in Arizona ................... _.....................• .• __ ..•...•..•.•.... 131, 394, 395
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area and number of ...............•..••......••.. _.. ···-........ 31,395
of, an empire in itself . . . . . . . . . . • • • • • • . • • • . • . • . . • . . . . . . . . • • • 32, 395
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